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Festival of the Jtoyal NMasonic JIdenevolent JInstifufion.

HE festival to celebrate the sixth-second anniversary of
the foundation of the Royal Masonic Benevolent
Institution for Aged Freemasons and Widows of

Freemasons, was held on Wednesday, February 24th, at the
Hotel Cecil, and the R.W. Bro. the Earl of Shaftesbury,
Provincial Grand Master for Dorsetshire, presided. His
lordship was supported by a very large gathering of brethren,
and also by ladies, the whole company numbering more
than seven hundred.

R.W.

BRO.

THE RT. HON. THE FEARL OF SHAFTESBURY,

The Chairman had a very large number of Present and
Past Grand Officers on his right and left, among them being
Bro. Colonel Brymer, M.P., his Deputy in the province, and
Bros. Sir Edward Letchworth, F.S.A.,, Grand Secretary ;
C. E. Keyser, P.G.D.; W. F. Smithson, P.G.D.; Major
Herbert G. E. Green, P.G. Swd. Br.; F. R. W. Hedges,

PROVINCIAL

P.G. Swd. Br.; Lieut.-Colonel George W. Dixon; V. P.
Freeman ; James Speller, P.G. Std. Br.; James Stephens,
P.D.G.D.C,, Treasurer of the Institution; P. Colville Smith,
P.G.D., Secretary ; the Rev. C. E. L. Wright, Grand Deacon ;
Dr. Strong, P.A.G.D.C.; Thomas [. Ralling, P.A.G.D.C.;
Major Henry Wright, P.G. Swd. Br.; A. ]. Thomas,
and J. J. Thomas, P.G. Std. Br.

At the conclusion of the dinner the toasts were proposed
and responded to.

GRAND MASTER FOR DORSETSHIRE, CHAIRMAN,

The Earl of Shaftesbury, in proposing the toast of “ The
King,” said His Majesty was the Protector of the Masonic
Order, and the brethren were glad to feel that he still lent
his sympathy and support to it. It was a matter of rejoicing
to all the brethren and to the general public that he was
enjoving robust health, and, moreover, it was a comfort to
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feel that in him they had one who was imbued with strength,
energy, and wisdom to preside over the destinies of the
Empire in such critical times as these.

In giving “ The Health of the Duke of Connaught, M.W.
Grand Master,” he said that brethren were fortunate in having
so keen, zealous, and true a Mason to preside over the Craft,
and long might he live to reign over them as Grand Master.

Sir Edward Letchworth, Grand Secretary, responded to
the toast of “The Pro Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master, and the rest of the Grand Officers, Present and Past.”
He said that in the absence of Lord Stradbroke and Lord
Donoughmore, who were to have been present, he rose with
no little diffidence as a very humble member of a most
distinguished body to thank the brethren for the compliment
they had just paid at the motion of the eminent brother in
the chair in very kind words. It would be presumption
in him to respond on behalf of the Pro Grand Master
and the Deputy Grand Master, who shared with his
Royal  Highness,
the Grand Master,
the management of
the Craft, but he
said, for the Pro
Grand Master and
the Deputy Grand
Master, that they
were animated by
every possible zeal
to promote in ail
ways the best in-
terests of Masonry.
As to the other
Grand Officers, they
also tried to ad-
vance the good of
the Craft, and he
alluded particularly
to the noble Chair-
man and those who
like him adorned
the Craft, and of
whom they were
2ll justly proud.

The Earl of
Shaftesbury said it
would now be his
privilege to pro-
pose “Success to
the Royal Masonic
Benevolent Institu-
tion,” a toast which
overshadowed
everything else

Bro. J. W, Ervin,

Bro. P. CorvirLe Syrrw,
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not behindhand in responding to its call. ‘The work
that was done by the Royal Masonic Benevolent In-
stitution was admirable in its quality and great in its
quantity. The brethren might know that at the present
time there were 226 poor and aged brethren receiving from
the Institution £40 a year each, and 276 widows receiving
£32 each per annum, besides 31 receiving £20 a year each
for five years as half of their late husband’s annuities. There-
tore, to supply these amounts, a very large sum of money was
required, and it was gratifying to find that at the annual
festivals there was a larger field to work upon, and that more
money was forthcoming for the purpose of distribution. He
was sure that to-night, when the Stewards’ list was read by
the Secretary, the brethren would be pleased to learn that it
had been accomplished. Indeed, it was an honour to be
associated with such a festival, which he was sure would not
fall behind the festivals which had preceded it. He felt that
this result was, to a large extent, due to the untiring efforts of
Worshipful Brother
Colville Smith and
the brethren who
had worked so hard
with him that such
a  successful issue
had been achieved.

The toast was
drunk with enthu-
siasm.

Bro. P. Colville
Smith then read the
list of subscriptions,
announcing at the
outset that there
were 762 Stewards,
including 44 ladies
and g lewises, the
largest Board of
Stewards at any or-
dinary festival. The
total amount was
£25,425,0r£14,448
16s. for London,
and 30 guineas extra
for London, and
£1o9ry 155, Od.
for the provinces.
The total last year
was £25,305. The
Chairman’s pro-
vince of Dorsetshire
sent £r14rr.  The
largest London total
was £1,020, con-

Bro. Dr, H, J. Srroxa.

that evening, and tributed by the
it- overshadowed it Southern Cross
’ : Lodge, No. 2918.
because upon th_e Buo, Dr. J. Wayre, Bro. Javes Teenvy., Bro. T. Hastixas MiLLER, Bro. James SrerueNs, 0cLe, ) )) ¢

-8LICCESS of this VISIT OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE TO THE INSTITUTION ON MONDAY, 228p FEBRUARY, 1904, Lodge of Pros-

annual festival de-
pended the provision for the comfort of their poor
aged and distressed Dbrethren and widows—those who
relied on the brethren’s benevolence for the comfort
they would have in the latter years of their lives and
for that of the widows they left behind them. It was
a matter of no little surprise, while of great admiration
to him, to note how great was the amount collected on
behalf of these poor people at these annually-recurring
Festivals. The number of brethren he now saw around him,
and the amount of money in pounds, shillings and pence
collected, went far to prove to him that the true spirit of
Masonry was living and (lourishing in the hearts of the
‘brethren throughout the Kingdom. They must not allow it
1o diminish or grow dim in any way. The light that cheered
must be kept burning and never allowed to fade. Charity
was the essence of Freemasonry, and if men were all true
and good Masons they must look to it that they were

(Photo Elite Portrait Co.)

perity sent £524,
Lion and Lamb, No. 192, £315; Strong Man, £262 10s.;
Old Union, No. 46, £242 11s. From the provinces West
Yorkshire sent £925; Surrey, f£g9os 155.; Gloucester,
£635 5s.; Sussex, £666; Essex, £693; Kent, £621;
Middlesex, £431; Berks, £407 ; Somerset, £369 ; Stafford-
shire, £1347.

Bro. James Stephens, P.D.G.D.C,, Treasurer of the Insti-
tution, in responding to the toast, congratulated the Chairman
on his province contributing £r411, and on the festival
producing a record amount for an ordinary festival. He
attributed the success to the Committee having taken on
thirty extra annuitants last year, and their intention to take on
an extra twenty-five at the next election.

Dr. Ralph Gooding, P.G.D. (late Mayor of Greenwich),
proposed the toast of “ The Chairman.”

The Earl of Shaftesbury, in reply, said words failed
him to thank the brethren adequately for the reception
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they had given to the toast, but, as he said Dbefore, he
considered it a great privilege to be allowed to preside
It was an honour he should

on that important occasion.

SOME OF THY ANNUITANTS AT THE INSTITUTION AT CROYDON,

not easily forget being associated with a festival which
would go down as a record festival. If in any small way

MISS NORRIS  (Matron).

MISS MARY XNORRIS.
(Phote Elite Portrail Cu,)

he was responsible for its success he heartily assured them
he was amply repaid.  He thanked Col. Brymer, M.P.,
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the Deputy Provincial Grand Master for Dorsetshire for
his noble, generous, and toyal support on this occasion.
The brethren would agree with him that fi411 was no

(Photo Elite Porirait Co.)

small achievement for a small and purely agricultural
province like Dorset to send up.
Several other toasts followed.

Gonsecration of the Henfish Lodge,
HNo. 3021.

HE latest addition to the roll of provincial lodges meet.
ing in London, was made on Monday last, February
22nd, and as jts name implies, is formed among

Kentish men. .

The ceremony of consecration was performed by the
V.W. Bro. Sir Edward Letchworth, Grand Secretary, assisted
by W. Bro. Alired Spencer, P.G. Swd. B,, P.D.G.M. Kent, as
S.W.; W. Bro. William Russell, P.A.G.D.C., P.G. Treasurer
Kent, as [.W.; V.W. Bro. the Rev. Sir Borradaile Savory,
Bart., P.G. Chap., as Chaplain; V.W. Bro. Frank Richardson,
P.D.G.R, as D.C.; W. Bro. J. P. Fitzgerald, P.G. Std. B,
as 1.G,, in a manner which made a great impression among
those present.

Among the distinguished Masons present were the
following :—W. Bros. Dr. Ralph Gooding, P.G.D.; James
Stephens, P.D.G.D.C.; J. Lewis Thomas, P.A.G.D.C.; Col.
F. Frigout, G.8.B. ; Kipps, .LP.M.; Scott Miller ; H. Sadler ;
and Walter J. Fishleigh.

A very eloquent oration was delivered by V.W. Bro. the
Rev. Sir Borradaile Savory, Bart., P.G. Chap.

At the close of the ceremony of consecration, the Wor.
Master designate, W. Bro. Chas. F. Quicke, P.M. 1331,
P.P.G.S. Wks. Kent, was installed Wor. Master by V. Wor.
Bro. Sir Edward Letchworth, and he invested his officers
as follows :—W. Bros. William Kipps, P.A.G.P. Eng., Acting
LP.M.; Aug. A. Frigout, P.M. 2041, P.P.G.S. Wks. Kent,
SW.; Bro. C. H. F. Barrett, 1531, JJW.; W. Bros. G.
Procter, P.M. 1531, Treasurer; J. T. Baron, P.M. 15371,



March, 1904.

Secretary ; H.{Pickett, P.M. 1602, S.D.; Bro. A. H. Fitz-
Herbert, 1461, J.D.; W. Bro. W. G. Davenall, P.M. 1602,
D.C.; Bro. G. Rutherford, 1531, I.G. ; Bros. Thomas Woot,
1531 ; F. W. Barton, 1602 ; Alfred Jaray, 1531, Stewards.

The Consecration Officers and Wor. Bro. William Kipps,
P.A.G.P, were elected hon. members.

A founder’s jewel was presented to Sir Edward Letch-
worth, who, on behalf of the hon. members, returned
thanks.

At the banquet which followed the usual loyal and
Masonic toasts were duly honoured.

THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

In proposing the toast of “The Grand Officers,” the
Wor. Master expressed the pride Kentish Masons felt at
having their own beloved Provincial Grand Master as the
Pro Grand Master of England. Among those present that
night they had the most perfect Director of Ceremonies in
the person of V. Wor. Bro. Frank Richardson, whom he
called upon to respond.

V. Wor. Bro. Frank Richardson, replying, congratulated
the lodge upon their successful start, and for having for their
Grand Master the Earl Amherst, who presided over Grand
Lodge so well, and in such a business-like manner. He
thanked them for the toast, and if Grand Officers gained
the appreciation of the brethren they were perfectly
satisfied.

THE MASONIC
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Wor. Bro. Kipps, proposing the toast of-j*The Wor.
Master,” felt a particular pride in doing so, having seen him
initiated in the “ Chislehurst Lodge” twenty-five years ago.
He was a Mason of great experience, and had been twice
Master of that lodge, and always made charityiand benevo-
lence his guiding principles,

The Wor. Master briefly and feelingly replied, expressing
his pride at being first Master of what he believed would
speedily become an influential and prosperous lodge. He
would advise all young Masons to be first good privates, as
that would train them to be good officers. He would ask
them all to rally round him, and he promised to do his
utinost.

In proposing the toast of “ The Consecrating Officers,”
the Wor. Master said that no words could be too eulogistic
to .describe the Masonic ceremony that evening. V. Wor.
Bro. Sir Edward Letchworth had performed his work with
charming dignity, ably assisted by the other Consecrating
Officers.

Replying, Sir Edward Letchworth expressed his appre-
ciation of the kind manner in which the Wor. Master had
introduced the toast. He felt quite satisfied tle * Kentish
Lodge” would have a great career. They had had a friend
at court in the person of the Pro Grand Master in securing
their warrant. They all appreciated the hon. membership,
and he would place the pretty jewel they had presented to
him among his rapidly increasing collection. He regretted
that V. Wor. Bro. the Rev. Sir Borradaile Savory had been
obliged to leave somewhat early, and was, therefore, unable
to reply to the toast.

The Wor. Master then proposed the toast of “ The Acting
LP.M.,” and felt gratified that a Grand Officer should have
accepted the post. Wor, Bro. Kipps did his duties well, and
was ever ready to lend a helping hand.

Wor. Bro. Kipps biiefly replied, and remarked that his

_duties would be light, as their Wor. Master was a perfect

adept at the ceremonies.

The toast of “ The Visitors,” of whom there were about
sixty, followed, and was replied to by Wor. Bros. Col. F.
Frigout, G.S.B.; William Russell, P.A.G.D.C., P.G. Treas.
Kent ; Henry Sadler, Sub-Librarian of the Grand Lodge of
England; J. P. Fitzgerald, P.G. Std. B.; and Bro. Albion
T. Snell.

The toast of “ The Masonic Charities ” was proposed, and
Wor. Bro. August A. Frigout, Senior Warden, replying, made
an urgent appeal for subscriptions for the R.M.1. Boys.

The toast of ¢ The Officers”’ followed.

It will be of interest to record that this Kentish Lodge
was formed entirely out of a club of instruction and from the
members of he “Chislehurst Lodge.” -The former was
established about fourteen years ago, and has had a useful
and successful career, Wor. Bro. C. F. Quicke, the Master
of the new lodge, being the Preceptor.
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of the

Gonsecration

Sherafon

March, 1904.

Lodge, No. 3019.

HE above lodge (which is formed mainly for brethren
connected with the furnishing trades) was consecrated
on Monday, the 13th February, in the handsome

THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER,

Masonic Temple of the Great Eastern Hotel, Liverpool Street,
London. The ceremony of consecration was most impres-
sively performed by V.W. Bro. Sir Edward Letchworth,
F.S.A,, Grand Secretary, who was assisted by W. Bro. H.
J. Adams, P.G.S.B., as SW.; W. Bro. Lieut.-Col. F. T.
Stohwasser, P. Dep. G. Sword Bearer, as J.W.; V.W. Bro.
the Rev. Sir Borradaile Savory, Bart., P.G. Chap., as Chaplain ;
V.W. Bro. Frank Richardson, P. Dep. G. Registrar, as Director
of Ceremonies ; W. Bro. W. Kipps, P. Asst. G. Purst,, as
Inner Guard.

On the completion of the ceremony of consecration the
Grand Secretary installed W. Bro. Roland Walter Nicole, P.M.,
P.P. A.G. Purst. Herts, as Worshipiul Master, who invested his
officers as follows: W. Bro. James J. Skellorn, Acting L.P.M.;
Bros. Charles G. Dunk, S.W.; Thomas Harris, JJW.; W.
Bros. Herbert J. Macfarline, Treasurer ; Amos Oakden, junr,,
Secretary ; Bros. R. C. Lampard, S.D. ; Edwin E. Salt, [.D. ;
Charles G. Flower, 1.G.; Walter Leet, D. of C.; Alfred H
Botwright, Organist ; Alfred Morris and Charles J. Thomas,
Stewards. A hearty vote of thanks was puassed to the Con-
secrating Officers, who were unanimously clected Honorary
Members.

The Lodge was then closed and the brethren adjourned
to a banquet, at which the Worshipful Master presided,
supported by the Consecrating Officers and a large number
of brethren. The toasts were proposed and replied to with
commendable brevity. Great credit is due to Bro. Amos
Oakden, junr., the energetic Secretary, for the excellency
of the arrangements, which passed oft without a hitch, and
a most enjoyable evening was spent.

Write your Signature

WITH A

'SWAN’

FountaIN

L
P
EN
HOW EASILY IT RUNS!
& ALSO
Write it again on $
£ q‘?a' S0OLD BY
a Cheque ~ STATIONERS.

for 10,6, 16,8, or 25 -

3
And then have a V) o e
B

£t T y/) <& Prices from

SWAN ) >
alwa, i 5

ways in your $§ 10/6 to £20.

7 a,“?“ e
SATISFACTION

GUARANTEED,

93, Cheapside, LONDON, E.C.

95a, Regent St., W. ; 3, Exchange St., Manchester ;

Brenmano’s, 37, Ave, de VOpera, Paris,

WVALNANNAS N N SANAS s

Che Rew IMagazine.

No. 1. No. 1.

AN
/4

FEB. 12. FEB. 12.

will tell you all you need to know about the

current literature, personalities, politics, science,

art, drama, and music of the world. It will

keep you abreast of the times in every branch
of thought and human activity.

No. 1 Ready February 12.
SIXPENCE.




THE MASONIC

March, 1goa.

ILLUSTRATED. SV

Installation Meeting of the Pen and JIorush Lodge, No. 2902.

MONGST the numerous lodges which have been formed
A during the last few years in connection with the arts,
literature, and the drama, the Pen and Brush Lodge
may claim to have secured a prominent position. It was
fortunate enough to
secure for its first
Master the genial and
popular Grand Trea-
surer, Bro. W. S
Penley. He is suc-
ceeded this year by
Bro. Holmes Kings-
ton, whose installation
took place on the 20th
January at the Troca-
dero Restaurant, the
ceremony being per-
formed by Bro. Penley.
A Dbanquet after-
wards took place, presided over by the Worshipful Master.
The usual loyal toasts were duly honoured, and in respond-
ing for “The Grand Officers,” Bro. Edward Terry, Past
Grand Treasurer, said it gave him especial pleasure to be
present. He regretted he had not had an opportunity of
being with them during the year, having been away seeking
fresh fields and pastures new ; but he was glad to find on his
return that the lodge had prospered, and he could imagine
from the manner in which Bro. Penley had performed the
installation ceremony what delightful meetings they had had
under his mastership. He congratulated the lodge upon
having so eminent a Past Master and so promising a second
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On behalf of the Past Masters he expressed a hope that the
lodge would go on prospering, and that the work would
continue to be so admirably performed as it had been that
evening.

“The Health of the Worshipful Master” was
proposed by Bro. Penley, who said he left the chair with a
full conviction that his successor was both capable of
performing his duties and fulfilling his obligations to the
chair. Bro. Kingston was the real promoter of the lodge,
and had done the secretarial work. The lodge would not
have been in existence or in its present position but for him.
Theirs was a very small lodge, but he -hoped the members
had been impressed and would become good Masons, and he
asked the lodge to support the W.M. and make it, what he
was proud to say it was rapidly becoming, a successful lodge.

Bro. Holmes Kingston, in brielly replying, said that he
went to Bro. Penley in 1901 and interviewed him in his
dressing room Dbetween the acts, and asked him to become
its first Master, and he at once consented. Since then he
had spared no pains to make the lodge a success. As W.M.
he felt he had as good a set of officers as any in England,
and nearly all were personal friends, but he had no easy task
before him in following Bro. Penley. In proposing *“The
Health of the I.LP.M. and Installing Master,” he remarked
that since the consecration of the lodge Bro. Penley had
been elected Grand Treasurer, and they had felt it a great
honour to have the Grand Treasurer of England as their
first Master. Bro. Penley had been somewhat a severe task
master, but he had licked them into shape, and without his
assistance they would not have obtained a warrant from
Grand Lodge.

Bro. Penley said he was gratilied to know that they were
pleased with what he bad done during the past year. It
was a wholesome thing to know when the work was done
that the appreciation was true and genuine. He was
impressed with Freemasonry and had endeavoured to be a
good Mason, both in and out of the lodge. The jewel they
had given him was a bit too big to wear on his watch chain,
but he hoped to wear it on his breast for many a year
to come.

Other toasts {ollowed, and an excellent entertain-
ment was given Dby Bros. Charles Bertram, Tom
Brameer, Dudley Hardy, Walter Churcher, C. Dixon,
W. H. Gadsdon, Robb Harwood, Lance Thackeray,

next

Edward Terry and other well-known members

of the dramatic and musical professions,
o and representatives of both Pen
‘o o uma N, and Brush.
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United Srand Lodge of England.

Slection of Srand Jreasurer,

On  Wednesday, fhe 2nd of March, 1904%.

E publish below a portrait of W. Bro. George Frederick
Edwards, one of the Candidates for the Office of
_. Grand Treasurer at the forthcoming Election.

i 7 Bro. Edwards was nominated by W. Bro. Lewis Ferguson,
P.M. 1997, who, in the course of his remarks, said : ‘“ At the
instance ;of ..a large
number of Brethren,
I have the honour
to nominate Brother
George lPFrederick
Edwards, Past Master
and Treasurer of the
William Preston
Lodge, No. 7606, in
which he was ini-
tiated some twenty
years ago. In that
Lodge, from the mo-
ment of his Entrance,
he was successful in
not only gaining, but
also in retaining the
esteem and alfection-
ate regard of the
Brethren, as well as
the admiration of ail
who came in contact

with him.

“In the Royal Arch
he has Dbeen First
Principal of four
Chapters and founder
of one, and he has
also held officc in
the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Kent. I
have no doubt that
he is known either pet-
sonally or by repute to
a very large number of
the Brethren present;
but for the informa-
tion of those to whom
he may not be so
known, I may perhaps
be allowed to state,
in indication of his
Commercial and Social Status, that he is the Senior Partner
in the firm of Newbon, Edwards & Shephard, which has
long borne an honourable reputation in connection with
Transactions in Real Estate in this City—a Firm in which
the spirit and practices of Benevolence are not  merely
instinctive but traditional.  He is the present Master of onc
City Company and Liveryman of another ; he is a Governor

of five London Hospitals, and for many years has been a
liberal and steady supporter of a long series of Philanthropic
and Charitable Institutions, with the names of which I will
not weary you.

“That he has been a liberal and willing contributor to the
Masonic Charities 1
can personally vouch
for, and I am confi-
dent that it will be
counted rather to his
credit than otherwise,
that he has not re-
garded his Masonic
Benefactions as so
many stepping stones
to Masonic distinction,
or bids for Masonic
tavour, and has con-
sequently preferred to
enlist the sympathies
of the lady members of
his family in the cause
of Masonic Charity
by making them con-
jointly with himself
Life Governors of all
the institutions.

*“1f, as I apprchend,
the privilege of nom-
inating for the office
of Grand Treasurer
has been vested in the
Rank and File of
Masonic Laymen for
the purpose of en-
abling them to confer
distinction on some
one of their number
whose claims - might
otherwise perhaps
have escaped recog-
nition. And if here
I seem to address my-
self more particularly
to the Brethren of the
Light Blue, it is for
the purpose of saying
that Brother Edwards comes here essentially as one of your-
selves, relying solely upon the spontaneous and unbiassed
support of his Fellows, and that that support will be valued
by him only in proportion to the degree that it is prompted
by the sincere belief of the Brethren that he is the Brother
best caleulated to advance and promote their best aims and
intercsts.”
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W. BRO. FITZHERBERT WRIGHT.

BRO. FITZHERBERT WRIGHT, P.M. of Okeover
Lodge, No. 1324, has been nominated for the
honourable post of Grand Treasurer of England.

Bro. Fitzherbert Wright has been a Mason for over 30
years. He is a Past
Provincial Senior
Grand Warden and
Past Provincial Junior
Grand Deacon of his
Province. He has
been, and shll is, a
generous suppor-
ter and patron of the
three great Masonic
Charities. Bro. Wright
is a Banker and Iron
Master, and a Justice
of the Peace and
Deputy Lieutenant of
Derbyshire, and has
held during the past
year the high and
honourable  position
of High Sheriff of
his County. At the
last Quarterly Com-
munication W. DBro.
Thomas Fraser, P.M.

2488, in nominating

Bro. Wright, said :

“1 rise with a great

deal of pleasure to
nominate Worshipful
Brother  Fitzherbert
Wright for the office

of Grand Treasurer

of England during

the ensuing year. He

is a Justice fof the
Peace and Deputy
Lieutenant for Derby-

shire, and has filled

the office of High ‘
Sheriff of that County '
during the past year.

He has been -an _
active Mason for upwards of thirty years; he is a Past
Grand Senior Warden and Past Grand J. of Derbyshire,
has been a consistent supporter of our Charities, and is a
Patron of each of our three great Masonic Institutions.

WARAINCYON

“ Brethren, Brother Wright appeals to the whole
body tof the; Craft,. whether wearing purple: or blue,
on the dais or on the jfloor, London or Provincial, and
without entering !into further details of what he and his
family have done for
our charities, I res-
pectfully submit that
his position in the
Craft and in the
County of Derbyshire
entitle -him to receive
the great honour
which he seeks at
your hands. It is,
therefore, with the
greatest possible plea-
sure that -I nominate
him, and I am sure
that if it is your good-
will to elect Brother
Fitzherbert Wright to
the post for which
he is so eminently
qualified that clection
will in every way re-
dound to the honour
and welfare of the
Craft.”

The Provincial
Grand Master of Der-
byshire, His Grace the
Duke of Devonshire,
K.G., is the President
of Bro. Wright's Com-
mittee, and he has at
least 350 Provincial
Grand Masters, Dep-
uty Provincial Grand
Masters, Present and
Past Grand Officers,
and other influential
brethren, on his list of
Vice-Presidents,

Bro. Wright has
nearly jooo Brethren
. on his General Com.
mittee, all anxious to support the principle of the Provinces
having their share in the only honour that any ordinary
Mason can be elected to.

One seldom hears of a lantern lecture in connection with
Freemasonry, and but for the inclemency of the weather
and the counter attraction at Wimborne, it is certain that
brethren from all the neighbouring lodges would have
attended in large numbers recently at Bournemouth to hear
Bro. W. H. Reed, P. Prov. Grand Treasurer of Middlesex,
give an account of a Masonic trip he toock a few years
since to the Cradle of Freemasonry—the Holy Land. The
lecture, which was given in the Masonic Hall, under the
auspices of the Lodge of Instruction, and was illustrated by
lantern views, shown by Bro. E. R, Whitfield, the librarian,
was intensely interesting and instructive, especially to
members of the Royal Arch, and so highly was it appreciated
by those who had the good fortune to be present, that the hope
was expressed that Bro. Reed might be induced to repeat it
under more favourable conditions, and to a larger audience.

The Glasgow Evcuning News, whose Masonic intelligence
is furnished by The Mallel, to whom we owe our thanks for
many appreciative notices of our journal, has the following
observations on the change of proprietorship : —  The
restrictions which were recently placed on Masonic publica-
tions by the Grand Lodge of England have resulted in Bro.
Thos. Hutchinson, of Messrs. Spencer & Co., London,
relinquishing his interest in THE MasoNIC ILLUSTRATED,
In the future the publication will be issued by Messrs.
Warrington, St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C., to whom the
copyright has been disposed. THE MASONIC ILLUSTRATED,
established three-and-a-half years ago, has enjoyed a
deservedly large measure of support, both at home and
abroad, and it is reassuring that Bro. Hutchinson is confident
that the new proprietors will continue the publication with
spirit and enterprise.”
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Annual JBall of St Luke’s Lodge, No. 144

T. Luke’s Lodge, No. 144, of which W. Bro. F. J. Ingram
is this year the Worshipful Master, has just held its
eighth annual ball at the King’s Hall, Holborn, the

entire suite of rooms having been engaged. Bro. Hill’s
British Bijou Orchestra was in attendance, and the pro-
gramme of music was excellent. The ball supper was held
in the grand salon, which was beautifully decorated. The
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THE

WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

W.M. presided, and after the loyal toasts had been given,
“The health of the Worshipful Master” was proposed by
Bro. H. Beauchamp, P.M., who alluded to the good work he
bad done for the lodge. :

The W.M., in responding, thanked them all, both members
and visitors, for their presence in such large numbers.

“The Health of the Hon. Sec. of the Entertainment
Committee " was then proposed, and was responded to by
Bro. S. C. Montague Austin, P.M., who afterwards presented
the wife of the W.M. (Mrs. Ingram), on behalf of the com-
mittee, with a most handsome bouquet.

MRS, INGRAM,

The W.M. suitably responded, and proceeded to give the
toast of ‘The St. Luke’s Lodge Ball Committee,” whose
duties, although onerous, had been cheerfully taken up and
successfully carried out. The toast was coupled with the

THE

BANQUET. Photo, Jarks & (0., Glasshon:e 81, W,
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name of \W. Bro. S. C. Montague Austin, whose personal
efforts had been of invaluable assistance in securing the
success of the evening.

THE SECRETARY.

Bro. Austin; in responding, assured the bretluen that so
long as he was able he should be pleased to give his services
in connection with anything for the benehit of the lodge.
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Other toasts followed, that of “The Ladies and Visitors,”
the former being humorously responded to by Bro. Austin,
while Bro. Stait, P.M.,, and Bro. Schultess Young,
answered for the visitors,

Dancing was afterwards resumed, some noveltics being
introduced, notably a “ Full Stop " dance, and a *“ Bon Bon ”
dance. Amongst those present were—Mr. Frank C. Colliard,
Miss Lily Hayes, Mrs. G. N. Guyer, Bro. Arnold Guyer and
the Misses Lily, May, and Beatrice Guyer, Bro. and Mrs.
Schuiltess Young, Miss C. I. V. Alder, Mr. and Mrs. S.
Berkeley Austin, Mr. E. Lynott, Miss Gertrude Austin, Miss
Charlesworth, Miss Flexman, and W. Bro. J. Stait.

As an evidence of the way in which the work of the
Central Masonic Charities are being supplemented by local
organizations, the Cornwall Masonic Annuity and Benevolent,
the report of which, for the year 1903, has just been issued,
may be taken as an example. The total receipts from its
start in 1864 amount to £15,578, and the payments thercout
for annuities, etc., £8054, leaving the handsome balance in
band of £7524, having an annual income of about £300,
besides which some £473 have been received in subscrip-
tions and donations, and over £500 have been paid in
annuities and grants during the year.

A Masonic Family.

BRO. 1. J. RALLING, PROVINCIAL GRAND SECRETARY FOR

ESSEX, AND HIS FIVE BROTHERS IN KINSHIP AND MASONRY.
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Jhe Landmarks of the Order.

HILST probably every Freemason has heard the land-
marks referred to, and knows that in some way or
another the Craft is circumscribed and dominated by

them, the number ot those who know what they are and
what they mean, is probably more limited. The expression
is first found in the general Regulations of 1721, No. 39, and
it appears again in Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723, and is
repeated in those of 1738. Since that date we understand
by the landmarks, those boundaries and definitions of the
Craft which, having been accepted by Masons in all ages, are
considered to be beyond the pale of legislation. Thus the
Book of Constitutions makes no attempt to define them or
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even to say what they are. There can be, of course, no limit
to their number. If any practice can be proved to have been
generally accepted from time immemorial and to have been
adopted for a period  whereof the memory of man runneth
not to the contrary,” that practice bécomes ipso faclo a land-
mark. Anything, therefore, that transgresses these boundaries
ceases by that fact to be Masonic.

Inasmuch as we do not possess any charter or system of
constitution, which, like the Mosaic law, is accepted as being
beyond appeal, and not subject to any varying human
interpretations, we are referred to our own history, and have
to select those regulations which have been agreed upon by
the great majority, past and present. Such, for instance,
would be the belief in a Great Architect of the Universe, the
modes of recognition, the necessity for government, the
secrecy of the Order. These are points as to which there
has never been any doubt, and transgression has been
promptly followed by excommunication. The list usually
referred to is that given in Mackey’s Cyclopzedia, and he
distributes them under twenty-five heads. Some of these
are, however, open to- discussion, those for instance which
describe the prerogatives of the Grand Master.

Certain officers are mentioned as being in themselves
landmarks, these being the Grand Master, the Master and
Wardens, and the Tyler. These are undoubtedly universally
accepted, and are, therefore, landmarks. He adds the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul. Now it is open to
doubt whether this doctrine can be so regarded. And the
admission of Sikhs, Buddhists, Muhammadans, Hindus, and
others of various religions, adds to our doubt on this subject.
True, the doctrine appears to dominate our ritual, but the
ritual is not a landmark. The only essential parts of the
ritual are the S.0., and the communication of the modes of
recognition. Bro. Horsleyread a paper on this subject to Lodge
Quatuor Coronati some five years ago, but he makes the mis-
take of quoting the ritual in support of his contention that
such belief was a landmark. Again, Mackey says the division
of Masonry into three Degrees is a landmark. First of all
we need to know what a Degree really is. If it means the
communication of a fresh stock of secrets and modes of
communication, then Craft Masonry recognizes five, the three
usual Degrees, the Royal Arch, and the Master. But the
Constitutions make the R.A. a part of the third Degree, and
inferentially the Master also. There has been interesting
discussion of late years whether or not there are only two
Degrees, the fellow Craft being but an interlude. Be this as
it may, it cannot be doubted that the rapidity with which the
Master Mason’s degree is attained in these days, deprives
the first and second of much of their importance. .

We have spoken of the inclusion of the Grand Master's
prerogative as being open to doubt. The right of access to
the Grand Master possessed by every individual brother is
an undoubted landmark, though not included in any list we
have seen, but in this respect the Grand Master is now pro-
tected by a rule of the Constitutions, which states that he
shall not be applied to on any business concerning Masons
except through the Grand Secretary. Doubtless this makes
for the general convenience, but seeing that the Board of
General Purposes, the Grand Registrar, and other advisers
are not landmarks, whilst the Grand Master is, it is well that
there should be some knowledge of what the prerogative is,
or, equally useful, what it is not. :

It has been, in days gone by, a useful way of getting out
of an impasse, or of meeting some difficulty not provided for
in the Constitutions, to assert the prerogative, just as' in
political history the Royal Warrant has been found simila&rly
useful. It is not even suggested that the Craft has suffered,
but it is not inconceivable that occasion might arise when
the Craft needed to be protected against exercise of the
unlimited.

For information, Mackey’s references to the Grand Master
might be quoted, they provide for his election by the
brethren, and, inferentially, by their delegates. He may
preside over all meetings of the Craft. This is, of course,
involved in his very designation, but his powers are in many
instances limited by the Constitutions. For instance, he
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«cannot grant a dispensation to enable a lodge to confer a
superior Degree on a candidate at a less interval than twenty-
eight days from that of the former, neither has he the
power to permita regular meeting of a lodge to be anticipated
or postponed for a longer period than seven days, indeed, it
‘may be said the Grand Master’s prerogative is so strictly
limited that he retains no power of dispensation unless in
cases specifically provided for in the Constitutions.

Seeing that Freemasonry existed long before Constitu-
tions were ever thought of, it follows that no Mason can be
deprived by any Constitutional enactment of what he possessed
before, and hence possibly the necessity of describing with
particularity the Grand Master’s extra-Constitutional powers.

This last consideration accounts for the procedure in our
ritual for the admission of a candidate for initiation. He is
enioined to abide by the antient customs and usages of the
Order at the very outset, and he hears nothing of Constitu-
tions or By-laws till it is all over, and he is ready to take
his seat in the lodge.

A very interesting landmark is that 1efeumg to the Tyler.
A professional Tyler is now a universal practice, but it was not
always, and in an old number of the Frecimason’s Magazine it
is described how in an Indian lodge some half century ago,
during the whole of the proceedings of an installation cere-
mony, the lodge was tyled by an E.A. who had been only
admitted at the previous meeting. The same account goes
on to say that although the Provincial Grand Lodge was
officially present, it did not occur to any one to ask them to
stay to dinner, and, consequently, they went away hungry,
which may account for the severity of the censure with which
they visited the offending lodge.
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The business paper for Grand Lodge on the 2nd
March is a heavy one. In addition to the election of a
Grand Master, which, as it is certain to be carried by
acclamation, will only take a few minutes, there is the election
of Grand Treasurer, and the probable attendance of over
3000 brethren. Under no circumstances could seating
accommodation be provided for such an exceptionally large
number, nevertheless it cannot fail to again raise the vexed
question c¢f the capacity of the hall, even for the normal
requirements of Grand Lodges. The report of the Board of
General Purposes deals with many matters of interest, out
of which some discussion may arise, notably, that of the
withdrawal of the recommendation made to Grand Lodge
at its meeting in December, that Wardens of Lodges should
be excluded from the Quarterly Communications.

& -] -3

The next meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Hertfordshire, of which the Deputy Grand Master, the
Rt. Hon. T. F. Halsey, M.P., is the Provincial Grand Master,
will be held at Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen Street, by
permission of the Grand Master, H.R.H. the Duke of
Connaught. This will, we believe, create a precedent, the
holding of such a meeting at the head quarters of English
Freemasonry not having hitherto occurred. We see no
reason to question the expediency of the action taken by
the authorities seeing that so many of the brethren com-
prising the Provincial Grand Lodge are resident within the
Metropolitan area or in close proximity.
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At the Freemasons’ Hall, Cooper Street, Manchester, on
the 5th February, the annual meeting was held of the East
Lancashire Systematic Masonic Educational and Benevolent
Institution. Bro. C. D. Cheetham, chairman of the Institution,
presided. The report stated that there was this year an
increase of £55 over the amounts contributed by Masonic
bodies and by individuals in the province in 19oz, that the
payments for relief, education, and annuities were £1,178,
and that the total sum now invested had reached £30,000.
After the report had been passed a resolution was adopted
by which the funds, work, and obligations of the Institution
were transferred to a newly incorporated Institution, and the
trustees were directed to transfer to the new organisation all
investments and property held by them. The first meeting
of the incorporated Institution was afterwards held. Bro.
Cheetham presided. Bro. J. B. Goulbourn, the vice-chairman,
explained that the decision to incorporate the Institution had
been arrived at largely in consequence of the trouble and
expense that were entailed upon the death or resignation of
a trustee. The fact that they possessed f£30,000 of invested
funds was of itself sufficient warrant for the step that had
been taken. The Institution had done and was doing bene-
ficent work. It was now placed under proper control, and
was registered by the Board of Trade. He moved a formal
resolution transferring the work and obligations of the
Institution to the new body. Bro. Nicholas A. Earle seconded
the motion, which was passed. A general committee and
officers were elected.
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The establishment in the metropolis of class lodges,
representing almost all interests and professions, goes on
merrily, and promises to become a unique and distinctive
feature of London Masonry. The latest addition is the
Lyric Lodge, the name of which sufficiently indicates its
character, which, on the 1rth February, was consecrated at
the Empire Restaurant, Regent Street. The consecrating
officers were Bro. Sir Edward Letchworth, G.S,, assisted by
Bro. Edward Terry, P.G. Treasurer ; Bro. E. E. Cooper,
J.G.D.; Bro. the Rev. Canon Brownrigg, P.G.C. ; Bro. James
Henry Matthews, Pres. Bd. of Ben. ; and Bro. William Lake,
Assistant G.S. Bro. W. S. Penley, G.T., after the lodge had
been formally dedicated, was installed by the Grand
Secretary as the first Master, and Bro. Allred Lambert, P.M.,
P.P.G.S.W. Surrey, was chosen to act as the .P.M. The
officers appointed were Bro. J. Harrison, P.M., P.G.S. ; Bro.
James Bassett (Charles Bertram), Bro. R. B. Hopkins, P.M.
1381; Bro. W. S. Whitaker, P.M., P.A.G.P.; Bro. Philip
Yorke, Bro. G. W. Beaman (George Robins), Bro. George
Pragnell, Bro. George Harlow, P.P.G.S.B. Kent ; Bro. P. A.
Ransom, W.M. 1556 ; Bro. Tom G. Clare, Bro. Wilson James
Lakeman, Bro. Duncan Tooley, Bro. Thomas F. Noakes,
W.M. 861 ; and Bro. S. T. Hill, P.M. A banquet followed,
and the usual toasts were honoured ; a concert, under the
direction of Bro. T. F. Noakes, accompanying the festivities
of the evening.
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A meeting of the General Committee, who have in hand
the furtherance of a scheme for erecting a Masonic memorial
to the late Earl of Latliom, Pro G.M. of England, R.W.P.G.M.
of West Lancashire, in the form of a chapter-house to bear his
name in connection with the Liverpool Cathedral, was recently
held at the Church-house. The Earl of Lathom, R'W. Prov.
G.M,, presided, and the hon. secretary, W. Bro. Goodacre,
intimated that the Cathedral Committee had received the
offer of a chapter-house from the Masons with the most
sincere pleasure, and that it was accepted with gratitude.
It was stated that the contributions towards the fund of
£10,000, the estimated cost of the memorial, were very
satisfactory, ranging from 50 to 300 guineas.
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The Earl of Lathom, speaking as Provincial Grand
Master of West Lancashire, is considered to have struck the
happy mean as regards Masonic ceremony in connection with
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the cathedral. Obviously, it must be desirable that the King
should lay the foundation-stone; but his Majesty cannot,
now that he is enthroned, perform or take part in Masonic
ceremonial. As the Masons are to erect the chapter-house
to which the name of their late Provincial Grand Master
will be attached, the most appropriate arrangement is that
which Lord Lathom proposed. To invite the present Grand
Master of England (the Duke of Connaught) to officiate at
the foundation of the Lathom Chapter House will be to
accentuate the Masonic interest in that part of the cathedral
which the Masons themselves have generously undertaken to
build.
@ & ®

On Thursday, 16th February, at the ¢ Ship and Turtle,”
the installation took place of the “Eastern Star Lodge,”
No. 95, whose warrant dates back from 1764. Bro. W. B.
Griffiths was installed Wor. Master in a very dignified and
impressive manner by Wor. Bro. Howard Ruff, P.M., the
well known and enthusiastic Secretary of the Royal Society
of St. George. The Wor. Master appointed his officers as
follows :—W. Bro. Herbert Riches, L.P.M.; Bros. A. C.
Hughes, SW. ; F. 1. Gearing, ] W.; W. Bros. A. C. Macklin,
P.M., Treasurer; ]J. W. Wardell, P.M., Secretary ; Bros.
W. A. Forrester, S.D.; H. Sheffield, |.D.; J. Jenkins, L.G.;
W. Bro. J. A. Keen, P.M.,, D.C.; Bro. Albert Jordan, Orga-
nist ; W. Bro. J. M. Knight, P.M., W.S. ; Bros. G. E. Graaut,
AWS.; and A. K. Turbefield, Tyler. At the close of the
lodge the brethren adjourned to a banquet, for which this
hostel is noted, and a most enjoyable evening was spent.

& S &

The Masonic fraternity in Woking, Surrey, will learn with
considerable satisfaction that the enthusiastic and popular
Secretary of the Woking Emulation Lodge of Improvement,
Bro. D. C. Robinson, was installed on Saturday, 13th February,
W. Master of the London Lodge, No. 108, which was founded
in 1760, and has known many vicissitudes. The installation
ceremony was performed by W. Bro. William Simpson,
the retiring Master, in a highly creditable manner, in the
presence of a large number of London and Provincial
brethren. Judging from the enthusiastic spirit of the officers
and the propositions which were made on that evening, we
should say that the lodge is again on the high road to
prosperity.
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A presentation, unique in the annals of Folkestone Free-
masonry, took place at the Masonic Hall, on Wednesday,
February roth. Bro. G. Butcher, who has for many years
past acted as Tyler to all the Masonic lodges held in Folke-
stone, Hythe, and Sandgate, attained his 7oth birthday, and
the Masons of the three towns united in subscribing to
present to him a handsome testimonial. Bro. C. J. Saunders
acted as treasurer of the fund, and Bro. W. Francis as
secretary, and it was due to their efforts that a very sub-
stantial sum was raised. Brethren (numbering nearly 100)
from Folkestone, Dover, Hythe, and Sandgate, were present
to witness the presentation, which took the form of a portrait
of the recipient and a purse of money, and was made by his
Worship the Mayor (Bro. G. Peden), who, in doing so,
alluded to the high esteem in which Bro. Butcher was held
by all the Masons in the district. In expressing his thanks,
Bro. Butcher pointed out that with very few exceptions he
had prepared all the brethren present for initiation into
Masonry. In addition to the high praise bestowed on Bro.
Butcher, many others of those present also spoke in a similar
strain.
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It appears that the question of the multiplication of
lodges is now exercising the minds of our Scotch brethren
as it has for some time past that of the English Craft,
especially in the metropolis. At present there are cight
Masonic lodges in Dundee, but the difference between the
existing organisations and the proposed new one is that the
latter was to be a ‘‘ temperance ” lodge, and it is apparently
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on this score that a cleavage has occurred. ‘The Hon. Charles
M. Ramsay, the Grand Master, was approached, and it is
understood that he had expressed willingness to issue a
charter.

2
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By a considerable section of the Craft in Dundee, how-
ever, the movement has not been received favourably, a
belief existing that such a new organisation would be
detrimental to existing lodges, inasmuch as many candidates
who would join one or other of these ladges would be
attracted to the new lodge. Masters of quite 2 number of
the lodges in Dundee bad a conclave, when the feeling was.
clearly against the new movement, and preliminary steps.
were taken for opposing it at the Grand Lodge meeting. In
one lodge a.vote was taken, and representatives were ap-
pointed to attend Grand Lodge and resist the granting of the
charter.
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There can necessarily be no strictly defined limit drawn
as to what number of lodges should exist in proportion to
the population of a city or district. Masonry is either a
good thing or it is not, and if it be, as we all believe, a good
thing, let us welcome not only the duly qualified candidate,
but the creation of fresh centres of Masonic interests wherever
and whenever it can be shown that a new lodge is likely to
be of service to the cause of Masonry.
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A correspondent of the Johannesburg * Masonic Review,”
in writing to that paper in support of the proposal to establish
a Sovereign Grand Lodge for the Transvaal, goes on to
deliver himself of the following amazing statement:—
“ Receutly the Provincial Grand Lodges, especially of
Lancashire and Yorkshire, prevented the Grand Lodge in
London from committing a grave blunder. It was proposed
to farm out the liquor traffic at the Masonic Temple for
fifty years to Messrs. Spiers and Pond, but thanks to the
astute justness of the Duke of Newcastle, who presided,
it was not carried.”
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The writer had not even then exhausted his tale of woe,
for he goes on to say—*‘ Then, again, in connection with
the Masonic Institutions for Girls and Boys, it was found on
enquiry that it was costing us double per head for the
education of our boys and girls as compared with other
similar institutions. Immediate steps were taken in the
provinces to supply the education locally, and the =z2und
Annual Report for Leeds will show, that after meeting all
just claims, £o0,000.” Comment onsuchafarrago of nonsense
would be thrown away, but seriously it is inconceiv-
able that the conductors of a Masonic journal should give
it publicity.
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We are gratified to find in the address of Bro. E. T. D.
Chambers, Past Grand Master of Canada, the following
pertinent remarks on questions of the indiscriminate admission
of candidates :—A misapprehension of the true principles
upon which Masonry is founded, and a misunderstanding of
what really constitutes Masonic strength and progress is often
responsible for much grievous injury to the Craft. In-
experienced Masons, accustomed to the methods of the
different fraternal benefit associations, seem to regard
numbers as one of the essentials of Masonic existence, and
to consider it a matter of loyalty to the Craft to act more or
less directly as missionary experts for increasing the member-
ship of their respective lodges. This result is that deplorable
cheapening of Masonry of which we hear so much in these
days, It cannot be too strongly condemned. The financial
abilities of our members, if they have been properly selected,
ounght to be such that their annual dues should be amply
sulficient to insure the maintenance of our lodges, even
without the admission of new members.”
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A gentleman in Chicago objects to the Masonic fraternity
laying the corner stone of a public school building, not
because Masonry is a sccrel institution, but simply because it
is an institution. He would not have the corner stone laid
by any one but the people, or some body of men representing
the whole people.. In a letter to a Chicago paper he said
in part : _

In this connection let it be understood that I make no
plea against Masonry which I would not make against the
church in which I received my early training or any other
church or order. With reference to no occasion would my
argument apply with stronger force than the occasion of the
dedication of the public school building. The public school
we have for many years looked upon as our special protege.
It is an institution which we have been guarding with jealous
eye against all special and sectarian influences and whatever
is sectarian or special in its tendencies. This is the light in
which it is given me to see this business and I cannot but
believe that there are members of the Masonic fraternity,
many of whom I know to be of liberal education, and broad-
minded men, who stand ready to second what I have said in
this behalf. No church or order which is not fully represen-
tative of the people should assume the right to officiate on
such occasions as I have referred to. None, I presume, will.
claim that Masonry is thoroughly representative of the beliefs
of the people in this great city. Of the men we may safely
say that not more than one in twenty belong to that Order.
I regard Saturday’s proceeding as simply one of the false
steps which the conscience and intelligence of the most
enlightened body of men sometimes take for want of reflection
and sufficient information of the ground over which it is
travelling—P. L. O’MEARA.
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The only religious belief which Masons, as Masons, have
is in a Supreme Being and His Fatherhood. Surely this is
a belief more generally shared by the people of Chicago
than any other religious creed. Is it not reasonable, there-
fore, to conclude that Masonry is as thoroughly representative
of the beliefs of Chicago people as is any association that
has any religious belief whatever? And yet why all this
mixture of religion and education ? Why should there be
any greater religious significance about the laying of a corner
stone by the Masonic fraternity than if it were laid by the
mayor of the city? Why should it be imagined that such an
act, performed by a modern descendant of an ancient building
association should throw any special or sectarian influence
about a public schocl? The corner stone of the national
capitol in Washington, D.C., was laid by Masons a century
and a decade ago. If one took stock in the criticisms of
‘carping pessimists one would expect in that long period that
Masonry would at least have subverted all national legislation
to its own ends and doubtless corrupted the whole govern-
ment, if not the entire nation. Show us, ye who so freely

.. THE ..

CHARING CROSS BANK

119 & 120, BISHOPSGATE STREET WITHIN, E.C., and
28, BEDFORD STREET, CHARING CROSS,

LONDON, W.C.
(ESTABLISHED 1870). )
Assets, .£512,475. ‘Liabilities, £209,475. Reserve, £303,000.

Loans of £50 to £5,000 made on any class of sccurity, Two and a-half
per cent. interest allowed on Current Accounts, Deposits-of £10 and upwards
received as under :—

5 per cent. per annum, subject to 3 months’ notice of withdrawal.
6 ‘e ” 1 6 1 _‘ 3
7 3 " b2l 12 " ‘ 1

Special terms for longer periods. Interest paid Quarterly. The Terminable
Deposit Bonds pay nearly 9 per cent., and are a safe investment. Write or
call for Prospectus.

A, WILLIAMS
H. J. TALL

} Joint Managers.
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criticise, what baneful influence Masonry has ever been
known to exert over the public institutions, the corner stones
of whose buildings it has laid.—dumerican Tyvler.

P L @

The New Palace Steamers, Limited, announce that they
have sold their well-known paddle steamer ¢ La Marguerite,”
to the Liverpool and North Wales Steamship Co., Limited,
to run.between Liverpool, Llandudno and the Menai Straits,
and she will Jeave the Thames very shortly, but the Company
have made such arrangements for the coming season that
their patrons will not suffer from lack of service from London
Bridge and Tilbury to Southend, Margate and Ramsgate.
Provision will be made for running cross-channel trips, and
plans are under consideration for the building of a fine new
steamer to be placed on that station in 1905.

@ @ @

Nowadays with our hoardings and newspaper advertise.
ment columns teeming with all sorts of {lashy advertisements
of low grade teas, it is quite refreshing to receive from
Messrs. Ridgways Limited, the great tea firm of King
William Street, London, a package of their superb blend,
which they for many years supplied to our late beloved
Queen Victoria. As stated on the package, this is a blend of
extremely choice, delicately-flavoured teas in the exact
proportions as originally ordered by the late Queen for her
own private use. This blend should appeal strongly to those
of our readers to whom quality is of more consideration than
an apparently low price.

“"Wherever
did I

put

that

BovriL?”

TATTOOING - -

(Art Etching on the Human Skin) by

ALFRED SOUTH, Tattoo Artist,

22, COCKSPUR STREET,

Pall Mall, London, S.W.

Patronised by Royally, Officers of His Majesiy's Scrvices, and leading
Members of Socicly.

-Masonic Jewels, Badges, and Emblematic Designs artistically and
accurately efched on the Skin.  Sporting Pictures, Studies of Animals,
Dogs’ and Horses' Heads reproduced in Tattoo from Sketches or
Photographs,  Coats of Arms, Crests, Monograms, Initials, and
Inscriptions.  Ilustrated Articles and Press comments on Alfred
South’s work appeared in all the leading Papers at home and abroad.

ELECTRIC INSTRUMENTS (OWN PATENT).
TERMS MODERATE. : Hours 10 aam. to 7 pa
Telegraphic Adddress : Tattooing, London,

Telephone : 3037 Central.
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Installation Meeting of the Savage Club Lodge, MNo. 2190.

HE installation meeting of this most successful lodge
was held at Freemasons’ Hall on Tuesday, the 2nd of
February. Inthe unavoidable absence of the Worship-

ful Master, Bro. R. Bowdler Sharp, the installation ceremony
was impressively performed by Bro. E. K. Peacock, P.M.

THE

WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

The newly-installed Master then appointed and invested his
officers as follows :—Bros. W. S. Penley, G. Treas., SW.;
Crandon D. Gill, . W. ; Edward E. Peacock, P.M., Treasurer ;
Eugene Barnett, P.M., Secretary ; Holmes Kingston, S.D. ;
Rob Sauber, [.D.; W.]. Ebbetts, P.M., D. of C.; Lovett King,
Organist ; and P. N. Hasluck, I.G. The lodge was honoured
by the presence of a number of distinguished guests, in-
cluding Bros. the Hon. Sir Thomas T. Bucknill, Prov. Grand
Master of Surrey; Lord Athlumney ; John Strachan, K.C., G.
Reg. ; Frederick West, P.G.D., Dep. P.G.M. Surrey; Charles
Belton, P.G.D.; J. D. Langton, P.D.G.D.C.; C. F. Matier,
P.D.G.D.C.; ]. Lewis Thomas, P.A.G.D.C.; R. T. Pigott,
P.A.G.D.C.; ]. Percy Fitzgerald, P.G. Std. Br. ; and many
others.

At the banquet, which was served at the Freemasons’
Tavern, the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were proposed and
duly honoured.

Bro. the Hen.”Sir Thomas T. Bucknill, in replying for
“The Grand Officers,” said he had a message to deliver to

them from Karl Ambherst, the Pro-Grand Master, and the
Right Hon. T. F. Halsey, the Deputy Grand Master, and he
need hardly say that it was absolutely true ; it was this, ¢ That
they wished to their W.M. a very happy yvear of office, and they
hoped and believed that his year as W.M. would be marked by
hard work, good work, and popular work, and that he would
be ably assisted and thoroughly supported by his officers.”
That was a very happy evening for him. It was the lirst time
he had had the pleasure of visiting the lodge. The working
was excellent, and he had found there many old brethren in
Masonry, and they had asked him to wish them all every
good and fraternal wish, trusting that it would not be long
before they met again.

Bro. E. E. Peacock, the Installing Master, proposed the
toast of “The Worshipful Master,” who, in reply, said he was
deeply grateful to Bro. Peacock for the graceful way in which
he had proposed the toast, and for the hearty way in whick
they had received it. He thought there was no position in
Masonry more gratifying than the Mastership of a lodge ;
he should do his best to keep up the traditions, high repute,
and prestige of the lodge, and with such officers as he now
had he did not think he could fail. He should like to say
a few words about their dear mother lodge, or perbaps he
should say their dear young lady, as she was only eighteen.
They were going to wake her up, and he thought, with the
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assistance of the Grand Treasurer, of whom he was very
proud, with the good sense and judgment of their eteemed
Treasurer, with an energetic Secretary—and much depended
upon him—and with an accomplished staff of officers, he
thought they should be able to rouse the lodge to a better
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obligation was to thank the Worshipful Master for his kind
expressions, and, secondly, for the honour they had done
the Past Masters of the lodge. The Installed Masters of the
lodge would never work more gladly than they would under
their present Worshipful Master. He would not delay them
long, but he must give expression to those feelings uppermost
in his mind. He had had the advantage of an unbroken
friendship with their Worshipful Master extending over
twenty-five years, and during that quarter of a century he
could not recollect any contrary word that had passed between
them. Itwas almost impossible to put into language all he
felt with regard to him, but he would understand that no
one more heartily wished him a successful year of office than
the Past Masters and himself.

The W.M. next proposed * The Officers” in suitable terms,
and V.W. Bro. W. S. Penley, G. Treas., S.W., in response,
said that replying to the toast was, of course, a very great
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pleasure, but e must first, on his own behalf, thank them for
the honour they had done in electing him as a re-joining
member of the lodge. He could assure them that when
he left the lodge he had sufficient reasons. He left all, with
the exception of his mother lodge. He came back to
Freemasonry, and the members expressing a wish to elect
him was a very great honour. The Worshipful Master
very kindly said he hoped to make the lodge a success this
year. Of course they knew their work, and with his
guidance they should make it a success.

The Tyler’s toast brought a most successful and enjoyable
evening to a close.

Great credit is due to the Acting Secretary, W. Bro.
Capt. W. E. Chapman, P.A.G.D.C,, for the excellence of the
arrangements, which must have entailed a vast amount of
work. The musical arrangements were under the direction of

Bro. Lovett King.

Jhe FProvince of North Wales.

HE installation meeting of the mother lodge of the above
province, namely, the St. David’s, No. 383, took place
at the Masonic Hall, Bangor, on the 1oth February,

when Bro. O. R. Hughes was presented by Wor. Bro.
D. Wynne Williams, P.M., P.P.].G.D.—the oldest Past
Master of the lodge—and ably installed by the outgoing
Master, Wor. Bro. J. Hughes, assisted by Wor. Bros. W. P,
Matthews, P.M., P.P.G.D. of Cers.; D. Wynne Williams,
P.M., P.P.J.G.D.; and Richd. A. Gregory, P.M.,, P.P.AG.
Dir. of Cer. There was an unusually large and distinguished
gathering of brethren, including the Right Wor. Prov. Grand
Master, Bro. Sir W. Grenville-Williams, Bart. ; the Past Dep.
Prov. Grand Master ; W. Bro. Colonel Hy. Platt, C.B,,
P.G.D. England; Wor. Bro. T. Westlake-Morgan, P.M.,
P. Grand Orgt. England; and representatives of many
lodges of N, Wales.

THE WORSHIPIFUL MASTER.

The St. David’s, No. 384, is the premier lodge of N. Wales,
and the Mastership is justly considered a great honour.  The
warrant of this lodge dates from 1826, The jubilec cele-
bration took place in 1877. The W.AM. invested his officers
as follows :(—Wor. Bro. ]J. Hughes, L.P.M.; Bro. W. G.
Williams, S.W. ; Bro. G. F. Ainger Williams, J.\V.; Bro. the
Rev. Morris Griffith, Chaplain; Wor. Bro. \W. McKenzie
Williams, P.M., Prov. ].G.D., Treasurer; Wor. Bro. W,
Price-Smith, P.M., P. Prov. Asst. G. Purst.,, Secretary ; Bro.
R. M. Muir, S.D.; Bro. O. . Thomas, [.D.; Wor. Bro,

W. P. Matthews, P.M.,, P. Prov. G.D. of Cer., D. of C.; Bro.
Harold W. Savage, Asst. Secy.; Bro. Herbert King, Orgt. ;
Bro. Wm. Jones, 1.G.; Bros. R. W. Parry, Wm. Gegarty,
J. Humphreys, Ivor Jarvis, and W. H. Worrall, Stewards ;
Bro. S. T. Harris, Tyler ; and Wor. Bro. Richd. A. Gregory,
P.M.,, P. Prov. Asst. G. Dir. of Cers., Charity Representative.

After the ceremony the W.M. addressed the I.P.M., and
presented him with a beautiful P.M.’s jewel, and the [.P.M.
suitably replied.

A banquet alterwards took place at the British Hotel.

The W.M,, in giving the toast of ¢ The Rt. Wor. Prov.
Grand Master, Bro. Sir W. Grenville-Williams, Bart., the
Dep. Prov. G. Master, and the Prov. G. Officers, Present and
Past,” made reference to the honour extended to him that
day by having the Prov. Grand Master present at his instal-
lation, and hoped he had been pleased with the manner in
which the St. David’s Lodge had carried out its duties.
The W.M. also made reference to the Dep. G. Master of
the province, who, he said, had gained the high position he held
by his untiring zeal and devotion to Masonry, more especially
during the many years he was Prov. G. Secy.—the Dep.
G.M.s name was a household one among Masons in the
province. The W.M. also referred to the very old Past
Masters of the lodge who were present, and who had some
of them held office in the province quite jo years ago.

The [.P.M,, in proposing the toast of “The Worshipful
Master,” laid stress on the fact that Wor. Bro. O. R. Hughes
had served 12 monthsin every office in St. David’s Lodge,
and always proved himself to be a most eflicient officer, and
the enthusiasm shown that day was sufficient proof of his
popularity. It had given him the greatest possible pleasure
to install Bro. Hughes, who was one of his oldest friends.

The toast was received with great enthusiasm.

Afterwards the W.NL replied, and said it was truly im-
possible to respond to a toast which had been given and
reccived with such feeling. Hefelt a good deal was expected
of a W.M, and whether he could come up to their
expectations was a question. He thanked his officers and
the brethren of St. David for electing him unanimously to
the W.M.’s chair of the oldest lodge in the province. He
hoped to be able, at the termination of his year of office, to
hand over to his successor the warrant of St. David in the
same pure condition it had that day been entrusted to his
care. ,

The toast of “The Visitors” was given by W. Bro. D.
Wynne Williams, P. Prov. [.G.D., the oldest P.AL of the
lodge, and was responded to by Wor, Bro. Guest, P.M. St.
Cybi, and others.

The musical programme was beautifully rendered by the
“ Cathedral Quartette Party,” under the direction of Bro
W Jones, I.G. The part songs were highly appreciated
by all, especially by the visiting brethren.

The Tyler’s toast brought one of the most interesting and
successtul installation mectings (o a close.
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JFreemasonry in Ghill.

HE Grand Lodge of England is represented in Chili by
only one lodge, Harmony, No. 1411, which was founded
about 30 years ago, and whose fortunes have flowed and

ebbed with the tides, and are now flowing again. The present

Jeartagly

THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

W.M. of the Lodge, Bro. Coghill, has recently been on a
visit to this country, visiting lodges both in England and

Scotland. He is the first Master who has obeyed the
summons to attend a) Quarterly Communication of Grand
Lodge, which, considering the length of the cable
which attaches the lodge to its parent, is scarcely to be
wondered at.

- Harmony Lodge occupies a very prominent position in
Masonry in Valparaiso, where also the Grand Lodge of Chili
has its headquarters, as also subordinate lodges under the
Grand Lodges of Scotland and Mass,; ‘U.S.A. The pioneer
lodge in Valparaiso is Bethesda, under the Grand Lodge of
Mass., U.S.A,, and its charter dates 1853. Then follows the
Royal Arch Chapter, also with charter from U.S.A. dated
1865. The Lodge Star and Thistle under the Grand Lodge
of Scotland comes next, but for some years it was in recess,
and it is only comparatively recently that it has again started
work.

“ Harmony 7 is consequently the youngest of the English
speaking lodges, but notwithstanding this it has wielded a
powerful influence amongst the Masonic fraternity in Chili,
and continues to exercise that influence in a benelicial manner.
The lodge possesses two votes in the Royal Masonic Institu-
tion for Girls, and has a girl being educated there (Miss J.
Jacobs.) It also possesses one vote in the Royal Masonic
Institution for Boys, and the settled purpose of the lodge is
to continue accumulating those votes from time to time as
opportunity and financial ability permit.

Bro. Coghill has had a warm reception here, and has
been the recipient of many honours, especially in Edinburgh,
in the higher degrees, as well as being the Com. from the
U.S.A. as Deputy General Grand Master for Chili of Royal
and Select Masters, and is loud in his expression of gratitude
for the kind attentions shown him by all friends in London
and elsewhere throughout England, taking all kindnesses
shown him as favours and honours for his lodge.

Mr. MURRAY’S NEW BOOKS.

Completion of the definitive Bdition of

THE WORKS OF LORD BYRON.

A new Text collated with the original MSS, and revised proofs, which are still in
existence, witl many hitherto Unpullished Additions.  With portraits and Illustra-
tions. 13 vols. (6 vols. LETTERS, 7 vols. POKTRY), crown 8vo. 6s. each,

Phe Coneluding Volnme (PORTRY, Vol, VII), contnining THE EPIGRAMS, &e.—
SUNDRY VERSES--THY COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHY- THE INDEX, &e,, is now
ready.

THE CREEVEY PAPERS. From Family Papers
hitherto unpublished.

Edited by the Right Hon, Sir Wexsere Maxween, Bart., ML Sisth Impression.
With Portraits, 2 vols, demy Svo., 315, 6d. net.

SoPhere is bardly o distingunished mun of the time that Crecvey did nat eount his
friend . . . Whercever you turn in these remarkable volumes you may find vivid
sketehes of distinguished personages, the warmest praise of friends, and the most
outspoken abuse of enemies . . . le knew himself as Sumuel Pepys knew himself,
and like Pepys, he does not mind making full and_open confessionof hissins. . . . At
lnst, then, Thomas Creevey has won immortality throngh the skilful editing of
Sir Herbert Maxwell, aud our only regret is that we did not make his hetter acquaint-
ance many years ago.”’ —=Speclulor,

GEORGE YILLIERS: Second Duke of Buckingham,
1628-16817.
A STUDY IN THE HISTORY OF THE RESTORATION., By Wixmrkep, Lady
Borancirnr., With Portraits, Dewmy 8vo., 21s, net.

“Tt is our pleasure to appreciite the very intellizent use Lady Burghclere has
made of her materinl. 1ar very sincerity in purpose, the very general correctness of
her history, aud lastly the unostentations but gennine literary grace_which commands
her narrative . . the book which deserves to be widely read und upon which the
Author may e sincere'y congratulated.,””—The Athenenm.

FROM KABUL TO KUMASSI.

By 8ir James Wintcocks, With Ilustrations, numerons Maps, and a Portrait of the
Author, &c. Demy 8vo., 21s. net,

“Phe keen spivit of the author communicates itself to his writing, and the hook,
though written in an ordinary conversational style without attempt at elaborate
Jiterary graces, yet enthrals the reader by its spirit, its sweep of narrative, and the
vigour of its descriptions, The relief of Kumassi in 1900 has already been well
deseribhed ; but we have heen waiting for the complete story of that intricate forest
war. This Sir James Willeocks has given us, and much besides; for there ure many
excellent accounts of sporg, and, gince his experience of savage warfare is almost
unrivalled, what he has to say of the organisation of native levies and the tactics to be
employed ngninst a Imrbarous foe is o valuable contribution to military science.”—

Spectater. | RELAND IN THE NEW CENTURY.

By the Nt. Hon. Sir Hopsck PLUNKETT, K.C.v.0., F.R.8,, Vice-President of the
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Treland; Membher of His

Majesty’s Privy Council in Ireland ; Commissjoner Congested Districts Board, Ireland.
Large crown 8va, §8. net.

THE MIDDLE EASTERN QUESTION ; or, Some Political
Problems of Indian Defence.

By Vanexrixe Catror, Author of *““The Far Rastern Question.” With Muaps and
IMustrations, Demy 8vo, 184, net.

T'he Timex says:~—** Mr. Chirol deserves the gratitude of the British public for his
ahle recital of the dangers to which our Indinn Empire is necessarily subjected by the
extension of Russin throughout Mid-Asia, and especinlly in Persia. . . . Mr, Chirol
writes with bigh authority, It is matter of regret to us that we are unable to do more
than allude to the charming sketches ot Percian scenery, life, and character which will
render *The Middle Eastern Question’ attractive reading cven for those who are
indifferent 1o international polities.”

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET, W.

THE MARYELLOUS

EGYPTIAN REMEDY FOR PAIN.

For the removal of Stiflness and Soreness of the Muscles and Joints, as
well as all Aches and Pains. A grand thing {or Athletes and Sportsmen,
as it makes the muscles pliable and strong I sitive cure for Rheumatism,
Neuralg a, Lummbego, Golf Arm, Toothache, Feetache, Sprains, Bruises,
Cramp, Gout, Headache, Weak and Painful Ankles, Stiff Neck, Quinsey,
Chilblains, Pleurisy, Sciatica, and Neuritis (Nerve Pains).
Invaluable for Coughs, Sore Throats, Colds, Croup, Bronchitis, Laryngitis,
‘Whooping Cough, Pains in the chest, under the Shoulder Blades, and in
the Small of the Back. There is no preparation .in the world that will act
" 80 guickly and effectually.
FOR OUTWARD APPLICATION ONLY.
1/1% and 2/6 per bottle, of Boots’ Days’ and Taylors’ Stores, and all Medicine
Dealers; or Direct from the Proprietors.

The 2/8 size holds three times as much as the 1/1} size, and
both hold 25 per cent. more than any other oil for outward
application.

FREE SAMPLE ON APPLICATION TO
GYPTICAN OIL CO., Ltd. (% }. GEDDES,

Manager. »

Fleet House, Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C.

THE GYPTICAN OII, COMPANY nre issning their marvellons Geddes Weather
Forecnst aud Calendar, s book which predicts the state of the weather day by day for
12 months ahead. It i3 really worth having, and a copy can be procured from any of

Boots’, Days', and Tailors’ Stores, or the Proprietors will send direct on receipt of
1d. stamp,
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Some Nemorials

of fthe

Globe Lodge, MNo. 23, and of the “JTed Apron.”

(By HENRY

SADLER)

NOTHER influential brother of the * Antient ” fraternity
was Robert Gill,who joined the Globe Lodge in 1797,and
served as its Grand Steward in 1799. He was Junior

Grand Warden of the Antient Grand Lodge in 1795, and Senior
Grand Warden from 1796 to 1801, with the exception of the
year 1797. You now have my reasons for crediting this
Lodge with having done good service in reconciling the two
great rival Masonic societics, and thus paving the way
to the union of all English Masons under one head. It
captured the principal officers in the camp of the enemy,
but they were willing captives, and evidently did not regret
their captivity, for two out of the six mentioned continued

PETER WILLIAM GILKES, P.M. OF THE GLOBE TODGE.

members of the Lodge long after the union, until their death
in fact. It is not improbable that some of the rank and file
were also captured, but the absence of an alphabetical list
of members renders identification somewhat difficult.

THE FuND oF CHARITY, NOW THE FUND OF BENEVOLENCE.

In the Freemasons’ Calendar, under the head “ Remark-
able Occurrences in Masonry,” will be found, “ Committee
of Charity established 17257 At first sight there does not
appear to be anything particularly remarkable in the forma-
tion of a Committee of Charity in connection with Free-
masonry, but in those days it was doubtless considered very
remarkable indeed, and it certainly was a most important
event.

Prior to this period when it was desired to relieve a
distressed brother to a larger extent than could be done by
his own Lodge, his case was brought before the Grand Lodge,
and if deemed worthy a collection was made on his behalf
from the representatives of the Lodges who were present.

At this time the Grand Lodge had no funded property what-
ever, nor any source of income, there were no paid officials,
and the working expenses were borne by the Grand Master
for the time being.

It was not until 1730 that Lodges paid a fee for being
Constituted, and then it was only Two Guineas to the Fund
of Charity. The Earl of Dalkeith, Grand Master, 1723-4, is
credited with having conceived the idea of establishing a
permanent Fund for the relief of the distressed, at any rate
he brought the subject before the Grand Lodge in 1724. A
Committee was subsequently appointed, and at once proceeded
to draw up a code of Rules applicable to the new Fund. Not-
withstanding that several appeals were made to the brethren
in Grand Lodge in the meantime, it was not until 1729 that
the first contributions were reccived, when on the 27th of
November, in response to an earnest exhortation from the
Deputy Grand Master, five brethren, whose names are given,
handed to the Treasurer the several sums they had collected
in their Lodges. The total amount was £9 8s. 6d., of which
the Lodge, now called the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 2, con-
tributed £4 10s., the other four, £4 18s. 6d. between them.
Of these four two are still in existence, they are the Fortitude
and old Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, and the Royal Alpha
Lodge, No. 16. A month later, on St. John’s Day, 27th of
December, a marked improvement was evinced, 17 Lodges
contributing between them £41 os. 6d., more that half of
which came from Lodge No. 2, now the Royal Somerset
House and Inverness Lodge, No. 4. This Lodge, at that
time, was by far the most numerous as well as the most
aristocratic Lodge in the Order, and it headed the list
with £22 2s.

Amongst the other contributions, ranging from £3 down
to 10s. 6d., is one from the Lodge at The Half Moon in
Cheapside, £1 1s. 6d. It will, therefore, no doubt, be some
little gratification to the brethren to know that this venerable
Lodge was one of the earliest to assist in establishing that
Grand Fund of Charity which has enabled us to do so much
to alleviate the sufferings and relieve the necessities ot the
worthy, but unfortunate members of our Order, and from
which Fund no less a sum than f£r12,705 has Dbeen
disbursed during the past year by the Board of Benevolence,
exclusive of £r17 16s. from another source in casual relief.

SoME OTHER CELEBRITIES OF THE GLOBE LoODGE.

In 1780 the Lodge was joined by Henry Strickland,
who, on the decease of Dight the carpenter, originally em-
ployed in the erection of the Hall, took up the work and
carried it to completion. In the minutes of the Hall
Committee he is referred to as the Society’s carpenter, and
an order was given that no carpentering work should be
done on the premises except under his supervision. He was
also employed as supervisor, or clerk of the works, at the
rebuilding of The Freemasons’ Tavern in 1789, but died before
it was finished.

Probably no man was better known, or more highly
respected, in metropolitan Masonry during the latter part of
the 18th century, and the early part of the 1gth, than Peter
William Gilkes the celebrated Masonic Instructor. The
writer of his biography says he was born in 1765, was baptised
a member of the Catholic Church, and named after Lord
Petre (Grand Master 1772-76), who had been an excellent
friend to his family. The same authority states that he was
received into Masonry in the British Lodge in 1786, but the
Grand Lodge Register gives the year of his initiation as 1794,
and this is probably correct. He joined the Globe Lodge in
1798, and continued a subscribing member until about a
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year before his death in 1833. His name is not on the
Register of the British Lodge in 1814, and we have no means
of ascertaining the period of his-membership of that Lodge.
It seems, however, that the *“ Globe ” was his favorite Lodge,
although he joined several othersand served the office of
Master in all of them.

GEORGE SHILLIBEER, MEMBER OF TH)XE GLOBE LODGE,

An engraved portrait drawn by his friend, John Harris, of
Tracing Board fame, published in 1820, bears the following
inscription : “To the Globe Lodge of Freemasons, No, 25.
This portrait of one of their Past Masters, is, with their per-
mission, most respectfully Dedicated by their most Obedient
Servant, Brother Jno. Harris.” The portrait, of which the
accompanying is a reduced copy, is said to have been a
striking likeness.

In 1822 he was presented by some of his pupils with a
handsome Past Master’s jewel set with brilliants, which he
had intended to bequeath to Br. Meyer of the Globe Lodge,
but that brother having pre-deceased him, he left it to another
of his pupils, Bro. Key, also a member of this Lodge, whose
fame as a teacher of Masonry is said to have been nearly
equal to that of Gilles himself. This Jewel ultimately became
the property of the Percy Lodge, which Lodge was good
enough to allow me to have it for reproduction in my recent
history of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement, in which a
short sketch of the life of Peter Gilkes appears.

In 1888, while seeking information relative to the Instal-
lation Ceremony, I was fortunate enough to make the
acquaintance of a venerable brother who had been on terms
of personal intimacy with Peter Gilkes, and had worked with
him in various Lodges of Instruction. This was the late
John Canham, Past Master of the Lodge of Honour and
Generosity, who was initiated in that Lodge as far back as
1825. As Master of his mother Lodge he attended the
meetings of the authorized Board of Installation appointed
by the Duke of Sussex in 1827, and was, therefore, able to
give most valuable information on the subject of my search,
as well as to relate some amusing reminiscences of Peter
Gilkes and other old craftsmen.

Our worthy brother passed away on the 15th of July,
1893, in his goth year, and his 68th year as a Mason. I was,
I believe, the only one of his Masonic friends who attended
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his funeral in Norwood Cemetery, most of them having
preceded him, and those that were left being unable to be
present.

In the course of my previous address the name of George
Shillibeer was mentioned as having joined the Globe Lodge
in 1829, and as being the inventor of a certain vehicle used
by undertakers for their patrons of the humbler class—a
combination of hearse and mourning coach—one part being
for those who had “gone before,” and the other part for
those who were ‘“left behind.”

This distinguished brother, who, 1 find, was initiated in
the Etonian Lodge, Windsor, 25th February, 1827, has, quite
unwittingly, of course, been a source of considerable anxiety
to me. He is registered as a coachmalker, residing at No. 12,

‘Bury Street, Bloomsbury. Having some knowledge of the

period when the vehicle which bears his name, a very
uncommon one be it noted, came into use, I considered
myself justified in crediting him with its invention. But
after-dinner speaking is one thing and printing your remarks
is another ; so before venturing into type I deemed it advisable
to verify my statement. :

The fame of this gentleman is based, not so much upon
the afore-mentioned invention, as upon the fact of his having
undoubtedly been the first to introduce that popular and
useful conveyance, the omnibus, to the streets of London,
and eventually all over the country. On consulting such
ordinary books of reference as we have in our library, I found
that the gentleman in question is generally described as
“ Mr. Shillibeer,” and occasionally as “J. Shillibeer,” but one
of these works, which professes to give the fullest information,
boldly refers to” him as “ John Shillibeer, coach proprietor.”
This description seemed hardly to tally with the Grand Lodge
Register, but, in my experience, historians are not quite
infallible, nor, for that matter, are Grand Lodge records.

Happening to have in the library a copy of Pigot’s London
and Provincial Directory for 1826-7, 1 consulted that, and
found to my disgust that the only Shillibeer therein mentioned
was “ Shillibeer and Cavill, Livery Stable Keepers,” I, how-
ever, derived no little consolation from the fact that the
address there given is the same as that given in the Grand
Lodge Register. Beingstill in doubt as to whether there might
not have been two Shillibeers at the same house, I have since
extended my research to that never failing source of reliable
information, the British Museum, when 1 had the satisfaction
of learning that the Grand Lodge Register is correct, and
that his name was George and not John.

He was born in Tottenham Court Road in 1797, and at
an early period of his life served for a short time as a midship-
man in the Royal Navy, on board the San Fosef and the
Royal George. He afterwards learnt coach building in Long
Acre, London, subsequently setting up in business for himself
and building the fitst two omnibuses in England, which
he started on the 4th of July, 1829, from The Yorkshire
Stingo at Paddington, to the Bank. FEach of these vehicles
carried 22 passengers inside, with only the driver outside,
and were drawn by three horses abreast, the fare for the
whole journey was one shilling, half way, sixpence, with light
literature thrown in. It is said that his first conductors were
the sons of naval officers, and that they were succeeded by
men attired in a handsome uniform.

The enterprise was financially successful until railways,
litigation,and competition, drove Shillibeer off the road. He
then set up in business as an undertaker, and invented the
machine before referred to, thereby greatly reducing the
cost of funerals.

As secretary to the committee of post-masters he took
the lead in securing the repeal of the post-horse duties and
the tax upon carriages let on hire. In celebration of this
auspicious event a large gathering of the post-masters of
England, Scotland and Wales took place at The London
Tavern on the 1oth of October, 1853, on which occasion a
valuable testimonial was presented to Bro. Shillibeer in
acknowledgment of his services. The testimonial took the
form of a handsome silver candelabrum bearing the follow-
ing iuscription :—* Presented by the Postmasters of Great
Britain to George Shillibeer as a testimonial of their respect,
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and of their admiration of that unceasing energy by which
he succeeded in procuring the repeal of the Post-horse duties,
and of the assessed tax on Postmasters’ Carriages, October
10, 1853.”

The presentation included a purse of 500 sovereigns, and
I am informed that a further testimonial, cousisting of a
handsome silver cigar-box and a considerable sum of money,
was subsequently received, mainly from the post-masters of
Scotland and Wales.
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Funeral Carriage, we are greatlylindebted to his only daughter,
Mrs. Elizabeth Mary-Ann Wyman, who is now living fin
Brighton in fairly good health, although in lier 83rd year.
This lady was a passenger in her father’s “Bus” on its first
journey.

Henry Ralph Willett, Esq., joined the Lodge in 1816,
having been initiated in the Royal Somerset House Lodge
the previous year. In the course of a long Masonic life he
became a member of several other *“Red Apron” Lodges.

’7 eSS S

—

SHILLIBEERS OMNIBUS.

ANew Carriage on the larisian Mode. tor the Conveyance of Inside Tafsengers from PADDINGTON To the BANK .
Lstablished by 6.Shillibeer. Coach Builder &e, N2 Bury StrtBloomsburyJSqrare

Bro. Shillibeer appears to have been the pioneer, not
only of omnibuses and cheap funerals, but of public recreation
grounds also, for on the authority of a surviving member of
his family we learn that by his untiring energy and public
spirit, almost single handed, and at great expense, he obtained
50 acres of land in Hainault Forest as a recreation ground
(for ever) fcr the inhabitants of Lambourne and Chigwell,
in Essex.

PATENT FUNERAL CARRIAGE INVENTED BY

He subsequently removed to Brighton, and for many
years carried on the business of an undertaker in that town,
dying there on the 21st of August, 1866, and was buried in
Chigwell churchyard, Essex.

For much of the foregoing information as well as for the
accompanying prints of the first ““ Bus,” and Shillibeer’s Patent

He served as Grand Steward for his mother Lodge in 1816,
and was appointed Junior Grand Warden in 1823. In 1854
he was appointed Prov. Grand Master for Dorset, his residence
in that county being Merley House, near Wimborne Minster.
He served the office of High Sherifl of Dorsetshire, and was
reputed the best judge living of the productions of William
Hogarth, his collection of originals by that artist being
unequalled.

GRORGE SHILLIBEER AXND NAMED AFTER HIM.

He died at his chambers in the Albany on the gth of
December, 1857.

{To be Conlinued).
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Installation Neeting of the Westbourne Lodge, No. 733.

N agreeable impression and a pieasant memory could I.P.M., Bro. E. Thomas. The work of installation was
not fail to have remained in the minds of the numerous accordingly performed by the preceding I.P.M., Bro. Bagnell.
brethren who assembled at the Holborn Restaurant, At the conclusion of the lodge business, which included

on Thursday, the 18th February, on the occasion of the the presentation of a very satisfactory balance sheet, nearly

eighty brethren participated in the work of the fourth degree,
after which the flow of complimentary speech and toast
commenced, interspersed with an excellent programme of
music under the arrangement of Bro. Herbert Schartau,
Mr. George Robins exhibiting feats of memory which
“brought down the house.”

In proposing the health of “ The Protector of the Order,”
Bro. Beesley was topical, referring to his Majesty’s admirable
work in the cause of peace abroad.

i The toast of “ The Grand Officers” was replied to by

o, Bros. C. A. Cottebrune and John Welford, P.G. Std. Brs.
Bro. Cottebrune was able to remind the brethren that exactly
47 years ago he had been the first Senior Warden of the
Westbourne Lodge, while Bro. Welford, in the course of his
speech, quoted a 35 years’ record in their service. He advised
the Master and Wardens, if they wished to still progress, to
attend Grand Lodge as often as possible.

The “ Health of the Worshipful Master, Bro. Beesley,”
was proposed by the Installing Master, Bro. Bagnell, who
said that he had been in Masonic harness with their
Worshipful Master for ten years. Bro. Beesley had held
clready two important offices in the lodge, and it was
unnecessary for him to say more than that they would have
no reason to regret the unanimous vote which had placed
Bro. Beesley in the chair.

Bro. Frederick Beesley, W.M., said to reply to the toast

PHE WORSHIPFUL MASTER. of one’s health was always a difficult task, for it involved

speaking about little else than one’s self. He always felt that
installation of Bro. Frederick Beesley as W.M. The only he was made up of two separate entities, the corporeal—and
vnfortunate incident which detracted from the cheerfulness he put the corporeal first, for unfortunately it always seemed
of the meeting was the absence, through illness, of the the most vigorous—and the mental. If he had allowed his
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physical feelings to have got the better of him at the election
meetings, he certainly should have backed out of the position
to which he had been elected. Indeed, it was only when it
was represented to him that he would, in vulgar language,
be playing the lodge “a dirty trick if he did not fill the
«chair,” that he had brought his mental faculties to bear on
that poor trembling corporeal entity of which he had spoken.
Now, however, that he was the Master of that lodge, he
should keep it up to the high standard to which it had lately
attained. He hoped that the candidates for Masonry during
his year of office would not be so many in quantity as good
in quality. They should, he thought, look for their initiates,
not in the by-ways, but in the high-ways, in order that
Freemasonry, and their lodge in particular, should make
substantial progress. Bro. Beesley said he would proceed
to retaliate by calling on Bro. Bagnell, the Installing Master,
for a speech, before which, however, he would thank him
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for the way in which he had performed the duties which
would have fallen to the Immediate Past Master, had he been
well enough to attend.

Bro. Bagnell then assured the brethren that their thanks
quite sufficiently rewarded him for any service he had been
able to render them.

Among the visitors who responded were Bros. Dehane
(Preceptor of the Westbourne Park Lodge of Instruction),
Wise (of the Royal Warrant Holders Lodge), Lindsey,
Middlewick, and others.

The toast of “The Twin Brethren” of the lodge—the
Treasurer and Secretary—was httingly responded to by
Bros. J. Weiford, P.G.S.B., Treasurer, and S. R. Walker,
P.M,, Secretary, and the reply of the Past Masters was made
by Bros. Curtis and Weaver.

Other toasts followed, and the interesting proceedings
terminated at a late hour.

Installation Meeting of the

Langthorne Lodge, JVo.

1221.

NE of the most successful meetings of this lodge since

( its consecration in December, 1872, took place at the
Angel Hotel, Ilford, Essex, on Thursday, January 28th,

the occasion being the installation of Bro. D. T. Jackson,
who is well known and highly respected amongst a very
wide circle of Masonic friends. Fifty-six members out of a
total of eighty turned up for the event, supplemented by
sixty visitors. No effort was spared by the newly-installed
Master to make the meeting a successful one. The outgoing
Master, W. Bro. Herbert Gilbey, performed the installation
ceremonyin a very able and impressive manner. The newly-
installed Master appointed and invested his officers as
follows :—W. Bros. H. Gilbey, S.W. ; D. T. Jackson, ].W. ;
R. A. Harris, Treasurer ; W. Pallant, Secretary ; no. Bodger,
S.D.; E.T. Dunn, ].D.; A. Taylor, D.C. ; H. Allard, W.S,;
Bros. H. Chowse, jun., 1.G.; the Rev. H. W. E. Molony,
Chaplain ; Malcolm Johnstone, Organist; W. Bro. C. W.

Ashdown, Tyler.
A banquet afterwards took place, and amongst the visitors

present were V.W. Bro. the Bishop of Barking, P.G. Chap-
lain ; W. Bros. J. M. McLeod, P.G. Swd. Br.; J. T. Dormer,
P.P.G.D. Essex ; and ]. R. Johnson, P.P.G.D. Essex.

During the past seven years the lodge, which has had
the advantage of the able guidance of W. Bro. Pallant, Past
Master and Secretary, has had an exceptionally successful
career, and is now amongst the most flourishing and Dbest
administered lodges of the district, and the proceedings
throughout were a fitting culmination of the efforts so
zealously put forth by all concerned.

BRO. D. T. JACKSON,

Sunvay + Times.
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Grand Lodge of Scofland.

HE quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge of Scottish
Freemasons was held in the Freemasons' Hall, Edin-
burgh, on the j4th February. There was a crowded

attendance, the hall being filled to its utmost capacity. Bro.
the Hon. Chas. Maule Ramsay, the Grand Master, presided.

The following visitors were introduced from lodges
abroad, and were cordially welcomed by the Grand Master :—
Bros. H. F. E. Pistorius, District Grand Master of the
Transvaal ; James O. James, R.W.M. of “Thistle” Lodge,
Bloemfontein ; and the Rev. A. Chisholm, Depute Provincial
Grand Master of Manitoba. The Grand Master, in addressing
the South African representatives, said they were always
very pleased to see prezent those who worked for the Craft
at a distance, and who showed their zeal for Freemasonry,
by sacrificing their own convenience for the ‘purpose of
informing them with regard to the success of Freemasonry
in other parts of the world. It was not a very long time
since Grand Lodge had appointed Bro. Pistorius to the office
of District Grand Master of the Transvaal, and they had done
so with the full assurance that nothing would be wanting on
his part to cement that bond of union which should subsist
between all connected with Scottish Freemasonry. The
Grand Master also congratulated Bro. James on being the
R.W.M. of a flourishing lodge in Bloemfontein.

Bro. Pistorius, in returning thanks, said their lodges in the
Transvaal were making immense progress, and as they
accepted as members no one who was not likely to be a
credit to the Craft, they were doing what they could to
establish Scottish Masonry on a sound footing in the new
colonies of South Africa.

Bro. James expressed the great pleasure it afforded
him to be at a meeting of Grand Lodge for the first,
but he hoped not for the last, time. He knew they were
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all interested in South Africa, especially after the great
war, and he could assure them that many on both sides
of that terrible conllict had good cause to thank Freemasonry
for the assistance rendered them in many ways during the
struggle. They had only two lodges in the Orange River
Colony—the “ Victoria 7 at Kroonstad, and the “ Thistle ” at
Bloemfontein—but they were progressing, and would soon
have a much larger Masonic strength than they had now.
The Grand Master, in inviting Bro. the Rev. Chisholm to a
seat on the dais, assured him that, although in a sense he
was far from home, he would find himself at home there, for
they were proud to have his presence amongst them.

The Grand Master next referred to the loss which the
Craft had sustained by the death of Sir Michael Shaw Stewart.
He moved that an expression of regret and condolence be
sent to Sir Michael’s family.

Bro. James Caldwell, Paisley, seconded the motion, whicly
was unanimously agreed to.

The report of the auditor showed that the income for
the year ending 26th November last was £1895 3s. 3d., being
an increase on the previous year of £%87 16s. 7d. The
heritable property of Grand Lodge was valued at £23,500,
and moveable property at £i1goo. The funds and esfate
belonging to Grand Lodge at 26th November last amounted
to £53,597 5s. 60d. ; there was at the credit of the Scottish
Masonic Benevolent Fund £8585 14s. 8d., and at the credit
of the Annuity Fund £36,356 7s.4d. It wasreported by the
Grand Secretary that the number of entrants registered last
year was 12,035, being an increase of 540 on the preceding
year. From the beginning of 1800 till the close of 1903
there was a grand total of 307,368, being an average annual
registration of 2955 during the one hundred and four years
embraced in the return, so that last year’s total is more than
four times the average for the period dealt with. During the
quarter grants were made to the amount of £279 18s. Eight
annuitants died during the year, and the number now on the
roll is 175, the value of the annuities being £1830.
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