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f estival of the cRoyal SYCasonic cBenevolent Jn stitution.

''pHE Annual Festival of this Institution took place at the
I Hotel Cecil , on Wednesday, 22nd February, under the

presidency of the Ri ght Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P.,
Provincial Grand Master for East Lancashire.

The gathering proved the largest on record for an ordinary
festival , so large indeed as to tax the immense dining hall to
its utmost capacity, and to necessitate an " overflow " into
the Victoria Hall , which had been set apart for the entertain-
ment of the ladies. In all there could not have been less
than one thousand brethren and ladies present

The toast of " His Majesty the King, protector of the
Order ," and that of " The Most Worshi pful Grand Master , the
Duke of Connaught and Strathearn " having been drunk with
great enthusiasm , that of " The Pro Grand Master, the
Deputy Grand Master , and the Grand Officers " was given by
the chairman.

There was one thing, he said , that was essential to the
Craft—that those who were put in high position should be
men of good repute not onl y in the Masonic world , but in the
world in general. If they were to retain their self-respect ;

W. DUO. .TAMES STEPHENS (PATRON k THUSTEE), P.n.O.!).( ' .,'
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if they were to be respected by others , it was essential that
those they chose to rule over them should have the respect
and conlidence of every one. He did not think a single
brother in the room would take any exception to the fact
that  he and his younger brother enjoyed the unenviable
distinction of belonging to the House of Commons. They
were told in the House of Commons that they did nothing
but talk. That might be so. He was glad to think that
some, at all events, reserved their energy for work, and one
of those was Bro. Halsey, one of those whose names were
associated with this toast , which he knew they would pledge
heartil y. He felt some hesitation in proposing this toast ,
because he had to associate it with the name of his own
brother . He had known him longer than anyone in the
room , and he was quite content to think , and he hoped the
brethren would th ink , as he was glad to think , that the fact
of his being Grand Master of (lie province of East Lancashire
had not prevented his brother from being appointed Grand
Master of the Isle of Man. Speaking of the other Grand
Officers, besides his brother and himself , none were known

better in the Masonic world than the Grand Officers, and
they upheld the good name and character of the Craft. If
the brethren believed him they would join him in enthusiast-
ically drinking their health.

The Hon. Arthur Stanley, Provincial Grand Master for
the Isle of Man , responded. On behalf of Grand Lod ge
and the Grand Officers he congratulated the brethren and
the Chairman very sincerel y on what probably would be the
result of the night's meeting. His Masonic brother justl y
remarked that they had been brothers for a considerable
number of years, and he was kind enough to allude to him.
He had one fault to find with him , and onl y one, not only on
being a brother , but on insisting on being an elder brother , but
the circumstances were perfectly beyond his brother 's control ,
and if he had been in his brother 's place he should have done
exactly the same thing. Mi ght he say, in cutting this speech
short , althoug h it was no disparagement to his brother , his
impression , from a glance at the toast list , was that before
the evening was over the brethren would have heard enough
of the Stanley famil y.

Lord Stanley, in proposing the toast of the evening—
" Success to the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for
Aged Freemasons and Widows of Freemasons "—said his
brother had paved the way for the boredom to be inflicted
on the brethren by him . Before he thanked the brethren , as
he must do , for what they had done now and in the past , yet
he had ground to think of an appeal to them in the future ,
and the best incentive he could give was that they should
continue in the good work that they had clone and were
doing. The object of the Masonic Benevolent Institution
w;is well known to the brethren , but the}* might not know to
what extent they were able to carry their generosity and
charity. There were at the present moment on the books of
the Institution 334 widows and 236 men as annuitants. The
total of 570 persons involved the outlay of £22 ,000 on the
part of the Society. For the next election to thirt y-two
vacancies (here were no less than 121 candidates. When he
said he hoped there would be a good return that evening it
was in that hope it had been thoug ht it had been possible to
put on an extra thirty annuitants. That was what they had
clone in the past. He asked them to drink the health of this
Institution , and in drinking it they would think it was an
embodiment of all that Masons held most dear to Masonry ,
doing in practice what they preached. It was a strenuous life
which always went on. There was no room for the waster ;
there was little hel p for those who fell by the wayside.
It was true Masons had their secrets ; but there was a secret
which at the same time was no secret ; it was that perhaps
which reminded them more than any other ol their secrets—
that they wished to dispense charity to the best of their  means
and ability ; and the secret they wished to insist on was not to
let their left hand know what their right hand did. Brother
Masons throug hout the world knew no distinction of county or
country, of creed or political party. There was a password
that went to the heart of every Mason—it was the password
of a brother fallen by the wayside holding out his hand for
charity, asking brethren who possessed this world's goods to
give to Masons equall y good , with them a happy ending to
a hard life. This was the appeal that was made to them ;
it was the appeal of the chairman , whoever he might be ;
it was the appeal which had been made by the chairmen
in the past , it would be the appeal of those who might have
to take that position. Masons ' chief feeling was charity ;
and that , if they would do what they wished to do—their
duty to the Craft—was to do to others as they wished
others to do to them. He had the happ iness to go last
Saturday to tiie Institution , where the annui tan ts , male and
female , were enjoy ing the results of the brethren 's generosity
in the p.-tst. They were happy and content , and were
looking forward to what would he the outcome of (his



evening's festival. They were as happy as the brethren
could make them. The last promise made to them was
that they should know the result of to-night's subscriptions.
One said to him : " It is not that we know our future is
assured ; we hope that you may be able to put others in
the same position." There was deep gratitude in that ; it
was a gratitude that he was perfectly certain would come
home to ah the brethren , and in giving to them " The
Health to the Institution ," which he now did , he wished it ,
in the future, God-speed ; might it always fulfil that good
work which they wished it to do, and which they knew it
was doing.

The toast having been drunk , the Secretary, Bro. P.
Colville Smith , then read a summary of the lists, of which
we give the totals :—

London—443 Stewards ... ^"14,436 13 6
Provinces—683 Stewards ... 25,016 16 6

.£39-453 IO °

Bro. James Stephens, Treasurer of the Institution , in
returning thanks , expressed the great gratification he felt at
the result. It  was a record, and he thanked the Chairman ,
whose popularity was such , that they wanted such men at
the head of affairs. After stating that two or three years ago
the Committee put on extra annuitants instead of piling up
money for the future , he said they had already resolved to
put on more, and after the success of this evening, he thought
they would supp lement that by another ten.

Sir E. Letchworth , Grand Secretary, in proposing " The
health of the Chairman ," said the brethren knew the
important duties which devolved upon Lord Stanley as a
member ot the Government, :md the brethren were the more
grateful to him for finding time to come among them that
¦evening. They all knew that the provinces of Lancashire ,
East and West, were never behindhand in the cause of
-charity, and he ventured to believe that the magnilicent
result just announced was, to a large extent, due to the
popularity and inlluence so distinguished a brother possessed
in his province.

Lord Stanley, in rep ly, thanked Sir E. Letchworth for his
kind expressions. How was he to express his gratitude to
the brethren , or repay the kindness they had shown him. It
was such men as Bro. Colville Smith , and such friends
who sat at the table and helped on the good work and
contributed so largely to the funds that  the great result
of the night was due. There was no feeling of soreness
in the cause of charit y. That was shown by the kind
message which had just been placed in his hands from West
Yorkshire. " West Yorkshire , in losing the provincial record ,
desire to convey their warmest congratulations to their
friends and brethren of East Lancashire." That was very
pleasant. Other provinces were the same. He tendered to
East Lancashire his warmest thanks. He could not repay
them , but he wished them success. The Instituti on was
doing a great work. The brethren helped it generously •
they had minded those who needed it , and had nobl y
answered the appeal made to them. They had the reward
which was always given , the rewa rd of feeling they had done
a good work ; the reward which was not seen always at
the time, but still it existed whether it was seen now or in
future times.

Bro. Col. Beswicke-Royds, D.P.G.M. East Lancashire ,
proposed " The other Institutions ," and wished the Girls '
School and the Boys' School every success at their respective
festivals.

Bro. F. R. W. Hedges responded , and , in doing so,
congratulated the Institution on its successful announcement ,
and the chairman on his province.

Bro. Sir Arthur Trendell proposed "The Stewards."
Bro. Charles D. Cheetham , P.G.D., Chairman of the

East Lancashire Charity Committee , replied , and said the
London brethre n had handsomel y supported the provincial
brethren by bringing forward the noble sum of £14,426.
He was always proud of what London did in the cause of
Masonic charity and of charity generall y. It was the pride
of every Englishman ; it was the wonder of the world . As
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far as the provinces were concerned , the East Lancashire
brethren did not think they would have had such support ;
but they gave them their thanks for what they had done.
Coming to East Lancashire , he mi ght say it had Charities
of its own ; they clothed and educated the young, and gave
annuities to old Masons and widows. They had a fund with
_£iooo to the good. At these festivals its records were :
1902, .£"7600 odd ; and the next year £8400. They made
up their minds that this year they would top the tree.

'United Srand Hodge of Sngland.

THE Quarterl y Communication of Grand Lodge was held
at Freemasons' Hall on Wednesday, March 1st, and
in accordance with recent custom when a contest for

the Office of Grand Treasurer has occurred , it was summoned
for two o'clock in the afternoon. The M .W. Pro Grand
Master , Earl Amherst , opened Grand Lodge, and was
-supported by the R.W. Deput y Grand Master the Rt . Hon.

T. F. Halsey, M.P., with R.W. Bro. George Richards , District
Grand Master of the Transvaal , as Past Grand Master. The
minutes of the last quarterl y communication , as far as they
related to the election of Grand Treasurer having been read
by the Grand Secretary, the Pro Grand Master announced
that the poll was opened , an il from that lime until  six o'clock
;t stead y stream of brethren passed through the Temple to



record their votes for the respective candidates. At the
close of the poll it was found that no fewer than 2 ,717
voting cards had been issued , a number far in excess of any-
previous contest.

At six o'clock Grand Lodge was again declared open , and
after the scrutineers for the ballot had been obligated , the
usual business was proceeded with.

The Pro Grand Master announced that the Election of a
Grand Master was the first business on the agenda. W. Bro.
Jud ge Lumley Smith in proposing the present Grand Master
for re-election, said it was his privilege to propose in Grand
Lodge the re-election of H. R.H. the Duke of Connaught
and Strath earn as Grand Master of the Order. It was a
proposal which he knew would be accepted by the brethren
with the utmost unanimity,  and he was quite sure , therefore ,
that seeing the mass of business that Grand Lodge had to
get through it was necessary for him to say but a very ..few
words. His Royal
H i g h n e s s  ha s
now been Grand
Master for four
years. In  those
four years it must
be admitted that
the dignity of his
hi gh office ha s
been maintained ,
and the pros-
perity of Free-
m a s o n r y  had
continued unin-
terrupted. Dur-
ing that t i m e ,
h o w e v e r , an
event had oc-
c u r r e d  w h i c h
was fresh in all
their minds—he
referred to the
serious accident
which had but
recently befallen
his Royal Hi gh-
ness. That acci-
dent was one
which , jud ging
from experience ,
might have been
attended w i t h
fatal results , but
it had pleased
the G.A.O.T.U.
that that event
should onl y have
a good result ,
inasmuch as it
had been the
means of draw-
ing out a very
great manifesta-
tion , not only
from Masons, but from all England , of the popularity his
Royal Highness enjoyed. It was a fitting opportunity to

take of congratulating his Royal Highness on his providen-
tial escape, and of expressing the hope that his Royal
Highness might return from the voyage he had taken
enjoy ing renewed health and vigour. Without imperti-
nence he thought he might also offer , in the name of
the brethren , his heartiest felicitations to his Royal Highness
on the announcement that had been made of the forthcoming
marriage of his daughter. He would conclude by proposing
that his Royal Highness be elected Grand Master for the
ensuing year.

The motion having been seconded , it was put to the vote
and carried by acclamation , whereupon W. Bro. Frank
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Richardson , Grand Director of Ceremonies, proclaimed His
Royal Highness Grand Master in the customary manner .

The Pro Grand Master then said that he was taking the
unusual course of moving a resolution without notice because
the announcement of which he wished to speak had been made
two clays after the meeting of the Committee of Grand
Lodge, and it was, therefore , impossible to have acquainted
the brethren beforehand. He proposed to move that a sum
of money not exceeding 250 guineas be expended in a wedding
present to her Royal Highness. They would agree with him
that it was an occasion tlv.it called for recognition by Grand
Lodge, for not onl y was the Princess the eldest daughter of
their Grand Master , but King Oscar of Sweden , the grand-
father of the bridegroom elect , was himself an ardent Free-
mason , the Protector of the Swedish Order , and a Past Grand
Warden of their own Grand Lodge. He, therefore , moved
that that sum be voted , and that his Rova l Highness be asked

to decide later
what form the
p r e s e n t a t i o n
should take.

The Deputy
Grand Master se-
conded the mo-
tion , which , he
said , would ex-
press the senti-
ments not onl y of
all members of
their own juris-
diction , but of
everyjurisdiction
throughout the
world.

The motion
was carried amid
m u c h  enthusi-
asm.

After the mo-
tion of the pre-
sident of t he
Board of Benev-
olence, W. Bro.
J. H. Matthews ,
confirming the
various g r a n t s
which had been
made by that
body during the
quarter , Bro. Sir
Arthur Collins ,
K.C, proceeded
to move the ad-
option of the re-
port of the Board
of General Pur-
poses so far as it
referred to Free-
masons' Tavern ,
to the effect that
—in view of the

expiration of the lease to Messrs. Spiers and Pond , at
Michaelmas next , the question of re-leasing the premises had
been very carefull y considered , and the Board had arrived at
the decision to recommend the acceptance of the offer of
Messrs. J. Lyons & Co., of a rental of £3,000 per annum for
a period of fourteen years, and the Board be authorised to
expend a sum not exceeding £30,000, which was considered
necessary for the reconstruction and redecoration of the
Tavern. He thoug ht they were such as to be accepted, and
he moved that that portion of the report be adopted.

Bro. Frank Richardson said it became his duty as Chair-
man of the Premises Committee to second the resolution.
He assured the brethren that the proposals contained in the
report had been arrived at by substantial majorities of the



committee appointed to investigate the matter , which had
been a very representative committee , and one which was
composed of business men and others well qualified to deal
with the questions that had arisen. It mi ght , of course, be
asked with regard to the proposal wh y should not the lessee
of the Tavern do his own repairs ; but in answer he would
¦say that no one would undertake to re-model the Tavern in
accordance with the requirements of the Craft unless a fifty
years' lease were given. As Grand Lodge was amp ly
possessed of the necessary funds, therefore it was thought
desirable to do what had been proposed in the report
of the Board , that was to spend the money themselves and
only grant a short lease.

Bro. Lewis Ferguson , P.M., moved as ;m amendment ,
that the question be referred back to the Board as to its
desirability* , and especiall y as to the omission in the report
of any reference to the alterations in the Temple of Grand
Lodge. It was not long ago that the question of excluding
the Wardens from Grand Lodge had been discussed in
connection with the inadequate accommodation provided in
the Temple of Freemasons' Hall. He would ask, was another
fourteen years to elapse before the question would be con-
sidered ? And whether the proposed arrangement with
Messrs. Lyons was the best ?

Bro. E. W. Nightingale , P.G.P., seconded Bro. Ferguson 's
amendment, pointing out that in granting this lease they
should have regard to the (net that Great Queen Street might

very well in the near future become a back street , and that
in view of the new street being made , it would be much
better if Freemasons ' Tavern were behind the Hall.

In connection with the view that the sum mentioned was
too much to spend on alterations , such as were proposed , a
member of the Board of General Purposes pointed out that
they would get full value for the money expended in the
extra rental that was to be paid by Messrs. Lyons. With
regard to the accommodation in the Temple of Freemasons'
Hall , that was a question which would come up again for
settlement. In some eight years' time many of the leases of
the adjoining property around Freemasons ' Hall would have
fallen in , and that would give them a chance to remed y the
evils comp lained of.

A grand officer remarked that if in the meantime the
present system of election of Grand Treasurer were altered ,
he ventured to think there would be no necessity for any
enlargement of Freemasons ' Hall.

The brethren divided on the motion , with the result that
the resolution was carried by a majority of 41.

Grand Lodge was then closed.
The scrutineers not having completed their examination

of the voting cards for Grand Treasurer , the result was after-
wards communicated to the M.W. Pro Grand Master as
follows : Bro. S. J. Attcnboroug h , 1150 ; Bro. E. C. Mulvey, S49 ;
Bro. G. F. Edwards , 718. Bro. Attenboroug h was therefore
declared duly elected.

Jnstallation f̂ leeting of the Westbourne Hodge, cJVo. 733-

THIS prosperous lodge held its installation meeting
recently at the Holborn Restaurant , the incoming
Master, Bro. Charles Halston , being installed by Bro.

Frederick Beesley, whose own induction a year ago West-
bournians will remember as having been chronicled in these
¦columns. Nothing was wanting on this occasion to render
the meeting a complete success, and that the ceremonial
part of the work was well clone need hardl y be said. Bro.
Beesley celebrated his leave-taking of the Chair by taking
tip a list for the Benevolent Institution , the splendid result
of which festival has since been announced.

THE WOHSlIII ' I 'Ur ,  MASTI' l t .

Amongst the brethren present were Bros. Charles
Halston , W.M., Frederick Beesley, I.P.M., John Welford ,
P.G. Std. Br., Treasurer ; S. R . Walker . Secretary ; C. A.
Cottebrune , P.G. Std. Br., D. of C. ; Henry Times P.G.D.C. ;
W.C. Wise, P.M. Lodge No. 2789 ; Rev. R. lamblin , P.P.G.

Chap. ; Curtis , Drew , Arrowsmith , Brown , Bagnall , Roberts ,
Weaver, Hallett , and Faircloth , P.M. 's, and many others.

The subsequent festivities were not allowed to suffe r any
deviation from the high standard maintained by this lodge,
the toasts being interspersed with songs, humorous and
sentimental. The toast of "The Grand Officers," following
that of "The King " and "The Grand Master ," was replied
to by Bro. C. A. Cottebrune , P.G. Std. Br., who said he could
not hel p feeling that as the years went by he would also
have to " go by," but the time had not come yet , and
although at first he felt some uncertainty as to whether he
would really be with them that evening, yet there he was,
and very glad he was to be with them. There were very
few faces around him he did not know, and it did him good
to be there. The toast of the evening followed , proposed
by Bro. Beesley , who asked the brethren to drink the joll y
good " Health of their Worshipful Master ," Bro. Charles
Halston. Bro. Halston had been performing the ascent of
the ladder in that lod ge during the past eight years , and
he had now attained to the summit where he hoped the
brethren would support him as they had done their
Worshi pful Masters in the past , and in the way they so well
knew how to do.

The Worshi pful Master , in response , said he must
introduce himself in his new position as a sort of roug h
diamond , if he might be pardoned the expression. He
hoped the wisdom of his predecessors would in some
measure infect him , and that he should not onl y have plenty
of work to do , but that he should do it abl y. They also
wanted the right sort of candidates. That fact had always
been kept in view in the Westbourne Lodge, and he hoped
it would be the case during the year he had the honour
and pleasure to preside over them. In proposing the
toast of the " I. P.M., " Bro. Beesley, it was, he said
unnecessary for him to remark on the appropriateness of
such a toast , still less for honouring the reci pient of that
toast that evening. Bro. Beesley's record was well known
to them , while his own had yet to be established.

Bro. Beesley rounded off the occasion by saying that it
was the same old face that rose to greet them although
in another place. He assured them of his delight in con-
t inuing to do work for them , even though it were in the
capacity of Immed iate Past Master.



cThe Hibrary and (Museum of the Sran a Hodge of Sngland.
cTheir Origin and ^Progress— (Continued.)

BY HENRY SADLER.

T1 TE are precluded by want of space from giving
\/y prominence to many of the valuable donations, for

which we are indebted to these brethren , but , as
the originals are always on view , we would suggest that
our readers come and see for themselves.

The handsome oval jewel , bearing in relief the fi gures of
the three Grand Masters , who are said to have presided at
the building of King Solomon 's Temple, was one of the
earliest contributions to the museum made by His Honour ,
Jud ge Philbrick , K.C.

(Photo JCIile Portrait Co.)
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We have severa l of a similar design but of different
make , one of bronze , one of silver , and a third a beautiful
specimen of Battersea enamel. They were used as presenta-
tion jewels to Past Masters of the " Modern " lodges in

ll 'li tiln Mite  Portrait Cu.)
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the latter half of the i <Sth century. The one photograp hed
for this paper is of more th an usual importance , having an
inscri ption on the back with particulars which are lacking

in others. The inscription is as follows :—" The Gift of the
Patrio tic Lodge to Robert Kidder, K.W.M., for  liis Stea d y and
Upright Conduct , y une 2,9, ij8$." The Patriotic Lodge was
constituted at Croy don in 1783, and was erased from the
list of lodges in 1822 , having been several years in abeyance.

The line old 18th century Royal Arch Principal's jewel r
one of several presentations , by George Kenning and Son , is
unique , being the onl y examp le of the kind in our museum.
The square and compasses are composed of paste brilliants ,.
and the triple triangle in the centre is of garnets, set in silver,
the frame work of the jewel being gilt. The uni que silver
breast jewel , one of the gifts of Spencer and Co., is, or was,
worn by the members of the Lodge of St. John and St. Paul r
Malta. Bros. Henry G. and Walter Spilling, who are
also liberal contributors to our museum , are here represented
by a P.Z. jewel ot unusual design and excellent workmanshi p,,
presented by the Robert Burns Chapter , No. 25, to one of
its founders in 1850.

U'lu'to Utile Portrait Co.)
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The handsome old collar jewel , given by Samuel
VaJlentine , is deservedl y much admired. It is composed of
the finest paste brilliants , red , white , topaz—yellow and
green , artisticall y arranged , is apparentl y of French make,
and was probabl y intended for the Master of a French Lodge
in the hitter half of the 18th century. Owing to the absence
of colour the photograp h hardl y does justice to its beauty.

We consider that the gem of this class is the beautiful little
Past Master 's jewel , presented to Dr. Reynolds by the Royal
Lodge in 1777. It is of enamel and line gold , and the
workmanshi p is of the hi ghest order. The central emblems
are of dark blue , with a border of red , on which is the
motto , " Friendshi p and Benevolence " in gold letters. The
border on the reverse is formed of clasped hands. So far
as we know it is quite uni que , for we are not aware of the
existence of another of the same design. It was evidentl y



worn on a ribbon round the neck, and was given to the
Grand Lodge collection , several years ago, by a descendant
of the ori ginal owner.

The Royal Lodge—so-called because two of our Royal
Dukes were initiated in it—was constituted in 1764, and was
a rather remarkable Lodge in its clay. It was a " Red A pron
Lodge," and at one time had the privilege of being repre-
sented by two Grand Stewards at each Grand Festival. It
fell into abeyance in the early part of the last century, but
was retained on the list until 1824, when it was united to the
Alpha Lodge, No. 16, the latter taking its name and thus
becoming the Royal Alpha Lodge.

il'hoio mite Portrait Co )
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Al'KOXS AND O T I I K K  RliGAUA.

The large and interesting collection of aprons and other
regalia appertaining to the various degrees of the Fraternity
in many countries , for the exhibition of which no adequate

(Photo Elite Portrait Co.)
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Presented hy a ttry eemlat/t of the orig inal owner.

provision has yet been made, is well worth y of inspection.
It includes the Grand Master 's aprons worn by the late Duke
of Sussex and the Earl of Zetland , as well as the Grand
Chapter apron worn by the latter, and also the Royal Arch

apron worn by the late Duke of Leinster , many years Grand
Master of Ireland , and the plain Master Mason 's apron worn
by His Majesty King Edward VII., on his attending the
Grand Lodge to be invested as Past Grand Master.

This historic badge was presented to the museum by the
late Sir Albert Woods , who wrote the tablet affixed to the
Hap, which , owing to the necessary reduction in the size of
the photograph , is somewhat indistinct. The inscription is-
as follows :—"This is the apron worn by H.R.H. the Prince
of Wales on his introduction into Grand Lodge, and prior
to his investiture as Past Grand Master. Albert W. Woods,.
G.D.C., ist December , 1869." In striking contrast to the
plain regulation apron worn by the subsequent head of the
Order , is the artistic apron of an earlier period. This badge of
the past is of white leather , the ornaments being carefull y
painted in gold and colours. It may be termed a combination
apron , as, like many others of the same period , it bears the
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emblems of the Order of Royal Arch Masonry, as well as those
of the Craft degrees. The pre-imion Grand Lodge arms on the
flap indicates that it was painted prior to 1814. This apron
has a history which may probably interest our brethren of
the theatrical profession. On the back neatly written on a
slip of pink paper , pasted on the leather , is the following
inscri ption :—" This was the Masonic apron of Lional
Benjamin Raynes of the Theatre Royal , Covent Garden ,
original proprietor of the Strand Theatre. He was the most
successful of the followers of the celebrated John Emery,
and was selected to succeed him on his death , in or about
the year 1820. Mr. Raynes, a few clays before his death ,
presented his apron to his friend , John Reddish , who now
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presents it to A. J. D. Filer , June , 1857." The following was
written by Br. Filer :—" Presented to Br. John Hervey,
Grand Secretary , by Br. Filer , 23rd February, 1877. A. J .
Duff Filer."

We have also the apron worn by the late Charles
Mathews, when a member of the Prince of Wales 's Lod ge,
presented by Captain William E. Chapman.

The old Royal Arch apron , presented by the late J. H.
Sillitoe , of Manchester , is the earliest form of apron known
to the Craft. We have no means of ascertaining its age, but
it probably dates back to about the middle of the iSth
century. We consider its possession of great importance

IJ'Wo Elit e Portrait C„.)

OLD ROYAL A l i C I t  A P R O N , FORMERLY THE PROPERTY OF
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from an anti quarian point of view , as it clearl y indicates the
operative origin of the badge or apron of the speculative
Fraternity.

The handsomel y embroidered Masonic sash , presented
by Lady Letchworth , is apparently of French make, althoug h
differing in some respect from others in the collection known
to be of French origin.

Possibl y a brief descri ption of it ' may enable some one
amongst our readers to enli ghten us as to the particu lar
grade or branch of the Order to which it appertains.

The ribbon is four inches and a quarter wide , of li ght
blue colour , with a half inch border of bri ght red. The
jewe l or ornament appended is of metal gilt , composed of
leaves worked both sides. In the centre is a wreath
encircling a monogram formed by the letters C.M.K., over
which are two hands clasped ,

On the whole , we
think the English Craft
has good reason to be
proud of its Library and
Museum at head quarters ,
and of the progress that
has been made during
the last twenty or so
years in bringing to-
gether so many interest-
ing relics of the past ,
and when we remember
that there tire now other
collections of a similar
character in dilterent
parts of the country,
some in privat e hands
and others belong ing to
various lod ges and Pro-
vincial Grand Lodges,
we have all the more
reason for gratification.
We are pleased in being
able to add that , since
the last issue of this
journal , the Britannia
Lodge, No. 139, has pre-
sented one of its Special
Centenary Jewels , thus
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only leaving one (that of the Albion Lodge, Quebec) wanting
to complete the collection.

Conclusio n.

(P hoto Elite Portrait  ( ' .».)
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cThe Brand (Treasurer.
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PROPOSA L that demands ;i poll of the whole Craft
under the Consti tut ion , must be one of considerable
importance , and deserving of careful consideration .

Whatever is done as the result of the present appeal , it may
be taken for granted will not readily be undone. We are
therefore on the point of legislating , not onl y for the present ,
but ior the next generation as well. True the cash book is
not it landmark , like the Volume of the Sacred Law, and even
if it were, there are those who say that the connection of the
Grand Treasurer with the Grand Cash Book has become so

attenuated as to be almost undisceniable. This argument
for the abolition of the office may be considered later. Mean-
while there seems to be unanimit y of opinion that change of
some kind is necessary. Neither the unanimity nor the
opinion has been of hasty growth , because for years past the
circumstances attendant upon the election of successive
Grand Treasurers have never failed to call for comment in
the Masonic press , and , not infrequentl y, in the profane press.
We need not , therefore , re-open the past , but , without seem-
ing to pre-judge the issue, or even to influence those to whom
it is confided , we may add somewhat to the circular which
the Board has so wisely sent round for the information of
brethren . The office was not always the sinecure that it is
now said to be. From the time of Bro. John Dent , to that of
Bro. John Creator) , that is from 1813 to 1883, successive
incumbents of the office have been treasurers in fact as well
as in name, The transfer of financial responsibility , from
treasurer to secretary , began early in the eighties. In 1883,
Bro. Creator) , who had been re-elected as a matter of course
since 1S79, was again proposed. Certain influenti al brethren
seem to have conceived the idea , or perhaps recognised as a
fact that the office bade fair to become a life tenancy , a free-
hold , in fact , like that of the Grand Secretary or the Grand
Tyler. An agitation sprang up, which differed from the
present , in that no official notice was taken of it , and event-
uall y Bro. Allcroft was nominated in opposition to Bro.
Creaton. Readers of the Masonic literature of that period
will not easily forget the paper warfare that raged for some
months. Bro. Allcroft was elected , and when he had served
for a year, to every one 's amazement , his friends put him up
for a second term of office. Such a volte face demanded
explanation, and Bro. Allcroft 's friends were not without
courage, for many of them wrote to the papers to say that
during the past twelve months the}* had undergone a change
of opinion with regard to the advisability of an annual change
of treasurer. When the clay of election came round ,
however, these gentlemen proved to be in a minority, and
Bro. H. B. Marshall was elected , and the princi ple then
seemed to be established that the office was not tenable for
two years in succession. I here seems to have been some
recollection of this , in the present proposal that Past Grand
Officers shall be ineli gible. That is, that what was previously
a convention , shall be crystallized into a regulation. This is
of course the true spirit of legislation , the crystallization of
public opinion.

Whether it be for the good of the Craft that the present
relation between the Grand Treasurer and the Grand
Secretary shall continue , is a question outside our present
province. But one word of warning may be uttered. It may
not always be the case. In the State , the constitutional
practice is for the popular representatives to keep command
of the purse , and no one has ever discovered any disloyalty
to the person or the office of the sovereign , because of this
important limitation of his prerogative. As things are to-
day, possibl y the public money mi ght be a good deal more
profita bly spent if the monarch had the spending of it , and
the same mav , with equal truth , be said of the finances of the
Craft. In fact , such is our confidence in the constitutional
nature of our government that we have for so many years
been content with the nominal hold upon the finances
represented by the popular election of their nominal
guardian . But is it certain that this will be the case for
ever ? Should Grand Lodge ever want to regain effectual
control , nothing but a departmental re-arrangement would be
necessary as things tire , but if it had ever surrendered the
onl y hold it hits , recovery might be next to impossible ,
without the exhibition of a good deal of disloyalt y.

This is the onl y point of view from which it seems unad-
visable to transfer patronage from Grand Lodge to the Grand
Master , for , although another reason has been adduced that
has a plausable look , there is reall y nothing in it. Grand
Lodge is made up of an official and a popul arl y elected
element. These are the Grand Officers , the nominees of the
Grand Master , and the brethren on the floor who represent
the lodges. The latter number some ) 6,000, are in such an
enormous maj ority, that  the objecti on to any increase of the
Grand Master 's nominees has no real weight. In  civil
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government , we know that the Prime Minister has always, as
a last resort , the power of creating peers wholesale , and he
litis the further power of invoking the Royal Warrant when
things appear to call for it , as for instance when purchase was
abolished in the army. In days gone by, something of the
same kind used to happen in the Craft , when the Grand
Master 's prerogative proved to be of such clastic dimensions ,
that seditious brethren were sometimes moved to ask for a
definition of its beginning and ending.

The present appeal , to the whole Craft may probably
result in suggestions how to make the election a more popular
one. A polling booth in each province would do much to
solve the problem , if it were not for the districts abroad. The
most effectual and inexpensive mode of election would be to
issue voting papers to each lodge, making suitable provision
against plural voting. Three thousand penny stamps would
cover the postage, and the total cost , including printing, &c,
would not exceed £50, and we venture to think that very few
candidates for the office have been able to keep their expenses
down to that ligure.

If the proposed legislation takes this form , it will be
necessary to limit canvassing.

In fact , it is the excessive canvassing and the ill-judged
manner in which it has gone on , that is largely responsible
for the feeling that change is desirable. If the lodges abroad
are admitted to the practical benefit of the franchise, as they
have always been theoreticall y, then canvassing at all will
become almost impossible , otherwise than through the post.
Grand Lodge has already given expression to ;m opinion on
the subject of this election. Some years ago a hospitabl y-
inclined candidate , with the most innocent and laudable
intentions in the world , provided refreshment for those of
his supporters who came from a distance , but unfortunatel y
it was impossible to keep an effectual check upon those who
availed themselves of the brother 's hospitality, and many
unauthorized persons gained admission , and the brother who
raised the question in Grand Lodge referred to the "treating "
that went on. Grand Lod ge thereupon , whilst not adopting
the censure proposed , contented itself with recording an
abstract opinion that any such inducement as that described
was tin masonic.

There is never tin evil that is unmixed with good , and the
excessive canvassing of recent years has shown up one
gratif ying feature of the election. It is onl y Masonic merit
that after all is relied upon even by the most zealous sup-
porter to gain votes for his candidate. A competition that
takes the form of seeing who can do most f or  the Charities ,
is not li ghtl y to be condemned , and in the terms of com-
mendation with which candidates are proposed , whilst private
and public virtues tire by no means forgott en , their  at t i tude
with regard to the Charities always ranks lirst.

jf& !|r- Swat- of- Iff- «3*^
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Bro. Stanley J. Attenborough , the successful candidate
for the office of Grand Treasurer at the recent Quarterl y
Communication of Grand Lodge, has long been a prominent
figure in London Masonry. His position as Treasurer of
the Boys' School , and also for a long period its honorary
solicitor , have broug ht him continuall y into contact , not
only with metropolitan Masons, but with brethren from all
parts of the country, from whom he has won that regard
and respect which is always accorded to the strenuous and
disinterested Craftsmen. Bro. Attenboroug h has a Masonic
record of 21 years behind him , and although his services had
been already recognised by the M.W. Grand Master , by his
appointment to Grand Officer , few will dispute the fitness of
the selection by the Craft for the higher distinction.

Bro. Attenboroug h was initiated in the Mount Moriah
Lodge, No. 34, in January, 1894, afterwards joining the
Lombardian Lodge, No. 2348, of which lodge he is a Past
Master. He is also a member and a Past First Princi pal of
the Lombardian Royal Arch Chapter. In 1897 he was
honoured by the M.W. Grand Master by appointment to
the rank of Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies.

•o <f ¦&

But it is his splendid services in connection with the
charitable institutions , and his generous contributions , both
in time and money, more especiall y to the Royal Masonic
Institution for Boys, which constitute his greatest claim to
the gratitude of the brethren. During many years he
ungrud gingly gave up much of his professional time as
honorary solicitor to the Boys' School—the duties con-
nected therewith , it is unnecessary to state, being of a
most onerous nature—from the time of the inception of the
scheme for the new schools at Bushey until the completion
of that undertaking. The value of these services it is
impossible to over-estimate. Bro. Attenborough is a patron
of each of the three Masonic Institutions , for which he has
served as Steward on no less than iifty-one occasions.

<s< © o

The Grand Lodge of English Freemasons, writes the
Westminster Gazette, in voting a handsome wedding gift to
Princess Margaret of Connaught , the eldest daughter of its
Grand Master , has contrived a double debt to pay ; for not
only is a graceful honour thus rendered to its chief , but
a special recognition is made of the Royal House of
Sweden, with which Masonry has in a striking degree for
long been identified. King Oscar himself initiated into
Freemasonry, not far from forty years ago, King Edward VII.,
then Prince of Wales , and now Protector of the Craft in this
country, and since 1888 he has been a Past Grand Master of
the United Grand Lodge of England. His Majesty is, more-
over , Master of the Order or Vicar of Solomon in Sweden
and Norway, while the Crown Prince—father of Princess
Margaret's affianced—is the National Grand Master ; and in
this they follow the example of the last sovereign of the
House of Holstein-Gottorp and the first of the House
of Ponte Corvo or Bernadotte ; for when Charles XIII.
resigned the office of Grand Master in 1H11, and it was
assumed by his adopted heir , afterwards Charles XIV . and
the founder of the present dynast}*, he retained the position
of " Vicarius Solomonis. " And it will especially appeal to
Engl ish Freemasons, who work so hard in support of their
three great benevolent institutions , that , many years before
any one of these was established , there had been founded in
Stockholm a Freemasons' Orphanage in 1753, the year in
which King Adolf Fredrik , the earliest of the House of
Holstein-Gottorp , took upon himself the " Chiefmastership
over all Societies of Freemasons in the Kingdom ," and
became the lirst Protector of the Craft in Sweden.

To no single worker is the success of the present years'
Benevolent Festival more attributable than to the Chairman
of the Provincial Grand Charit y Committee of East Lanca-
shire, Bro. C. D. Cheetham , P.G.D. For many months past
our zealous brother has devoted till his leisure , and a great
portion of his busines s hours , to secure the success of this
festival , and to him , the result of his efforts to place the
province in the positi on it now occupies in regard to the
Masonic Charities , must be peculiarl y gratif ying.

Bro. Cheetham , of whose Masonic career we gave an
account on his appointment to the office of Grand Deacon
in 1901, was appointed Chairman of the East Lancashire
Charity Committee , in succession to the late Bro. J. H.
Sillitoe. He has never missed serving as steward of the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti tut ion for the past eighteen
years, and has attended as such at every festival during that
period. He is also a vice-president of both the Boys' and
Girl s' Schools , and has served five stewardshi ps for each of
these institutions.



The Quatuor Coronati Lodge has arranged a very attractive
programme for its summer outing th is  vear , which should be
one of the most popular of the many excursions of that  Lodge.
It 1ms been decided to make the ancient City of Chester
the centre of the excursion , and the many interesting
architectural fcatmes which it contains -amply warrants
the visit. The local brethren , moreover , have determined
that a very pleasant and instructive t ime shall be spent.
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Bro. Alfred J. Robbins , P.M. of the Gallery Lodge, No. 1928 ,
w:ts the subject , recentl y, of a genial caricature at the hands
of the inimitable  " F. C. G." the cartoonist of the Westminster
Gazette. It took the form of a Christmas and New Year 's

Greeting Card , and those who have the pleasure of the
acquaintance of the able journalist and excellent Mason ,
whom it so cleverly depicts , will readil y recognise under the
quaint  guise of the pictorial art of ancient Egypt , the famil iar
personality of Bro. Robbins.

«S> & <3>

Lincolnshire Freemasons will have heard with regret of
the  resignation , through fai l ing health , of Bro. W. Harl ing
Sissons, of the office of Deputy Provincial Grand Master of
Lincolnshire , which he had held for nearl y thirteen years.
Bro. Harl ing Sissons , who has been residing at Duddington
Vicarage , Stamford , is tak ing  up residence in the South of
France. Canon Bullock , P.G. Chap lain , Vicar of Spa lding,
has been appointed to succeed him as Deputy Prov. Grand
Master.

The Province of Durham , with its 45 lodges and between
four and live thousand members, is particularl y interested in
the Festival of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Inst i tut ion for
1906 , when the Ri ght Hon. Lord Barnard will preside.
Already, in response to the preliminary circular issued by
those in charge of the matter, the sum of £1, 150 has been
contributed , and the Provincial Grand Master , Lord Barnard ,
has generously promised the sum of 100 guineas towards the
fund , and already forwarded a moiety of 50 guineas. Lady
Barnard has also shown her interest by sending a cheque for
ten guineas , an example , it is hoped , that others may follow.
The province of Durham has several beneficiaries in the
insti tution receiving its benefits , and just recentl y four
petitions from widows were accepted for future election.

<s» £> ®

For the purpose of installing R.W. Bro. the Earl of
Dartmouth as Grand Superintendent of the Royal Arch
Province of Staffordshire, in succession to Lieut.-Col. J.
A. Bindley, V.C., who has resigned the appointment after
twelve years' service , a Convocation was held at Wolver-
hampton on the 27th February, The Installation ceremony
was performed by the Right Hon. Earl Amherst, Pro Grand Z.,
and among the officers of the Supreme Grand Chapter present
were Comps. Sir Edward Letchworth , F.S.A., G.S.E., Lieut.-
Col. Bindley, Lieut.-Col. G. W. Walker , Provincial Grand
S.E., R. G. Venables (Shropshire), G. Beech (Warwickshire),
F. Richardson , P.G. Reg. , G.D.C., J. F. Pepper , G. C. Kent ,
J. Bodenham , and upwards of 100 members from the various
chapters throughout the province. Lord Dartmouth appointed
his officers for the ensuing year as follows :—Companions,
J. F. Pepper , Prov. Grand H. ; W. Lister , Prov. Grand J. ;
Col. Walker , Prov. Grand Scribe E. ; G. C. Kent , Treasurer ;
H. Wilkins , Registrar ; W. Allman , P.S. ; J. J. Smith , first
assistant ; W. Webster , second assistant ; Elijah Jones, S.B. ;
W. Baker . St.B. ; L. W. Potts , D.C. ; T. E. Mitchell , Asst D.C. ;
J. Jackson, Organist.
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In the evening a banquet was held at the Star and Garter
Hotel , Lord Dartmouth presiding. The usual Masonic toasts
were honoured. Lord Dartmouth , in responding to the toast
of his health , proposed by Col. Bindley, said he undertook
this duty in the Royal Arch in the f i rm confidence that he
would receive the same loyalty, the same courtesy, and the
same consideration which he had received from his brethren
in the Craft—an association which had been one of the
happ iest and pleasantest in his life. In the course of the
evening Lord Dartmouth sent the good wishes of the assembly
to Bro. Sir Henry Irving. Sir Henry, from his room in
the hotel , sent a rep ly acknowledging the " fraternal and
loving greetings of the Provincial Grand Chapter of Stafford-
shire."

'O »& <©¦

The committee of the Devon Masonic Educational Fund
met on March 2nd , at Plymouth , to arra nge for the annual
meeting and election on Wednesday, April  5th. W. Bro. F.
B. Westlake , D.P.G.M., presided , and there were also present
W. Bros. J. B. Gover , Hon. Secretary ; W. Allsford , Hon.
Treasurer ; C. G. Withell , C. Mtttten , C. Pi per (Exeter),
E. Fage, S. Broad , F. Maitland and W. A. Staton. It was
decided to hold the meeting at Plymouth at three o'clock in
the afternoon of the 5th prox., and to declare one vacancy,
but in the event of there being three or more applications ,
to elect two children on the fund.  A committee was
appointed to examine petitions and place candidates on the
list.
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l ite first Anniversary Festival of our great Chanties in
1905, namel y, that  of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti tu-
tion , has taken place with great ecla t and greater results—the
amount  realised being in excess of any sum hitherto announced
at an ordinary festival of either of the Insti tutions.  Eleven
hundred and twenty-six stewards with  Bro. C. R. N. Beswicke-
Roy ds, P.G.D., as Chairman , and Bro. C. D. Cheetham ,
P.G.D., as Treasurer , supported the Chairman , the Rt. Hon.
Lord Stanley, M.P., Prov. G. Master for East Lancashire.
The magnificent  contributions of over £15,000 by East
Lancashire to the total sum of .£39,453 is an altogether
unprecedented event , and the progress of Masonic Charity
could not be better illustrated than by a comparison of the
results of 1905 with those of 1879.

& ¦& •»

On that occasion also the Chair was occupied by a
Provincial Grand Master of East Lancashire, the late Lieut.-
Gen. Le Gendre-Starkie, and that province achieved the
distinction , as now , of creating a record , the subscri ptions
amounting to a total of £'13,800, of which sum the chairmans'
province contributed £^,500.

*' <& "5>
For some years past the officers and members of the

senior lodge in the province of Kent , Royal Kent Lodge of
Anti quity , No. 20, have felt the desirability of establishing a
home for Freemasons in Chatham. In conjunction with the
brethren of Lord Charles Beresford Lodge, No. 2404, they
took the opportunity offered of acquiring a site for that
purpose on the cast side of Manor Road. A company was
formed for the purpose , and Bro. G. E. Bond was in-
structed to draw up plans for a building which will include
in its area a fine Masonic temple, and a banqueting hall of
similar proportions , wi th  smaller rooms for minor occasions ;
together with all the rooms necessary (including a fine
billiard room) for the conducting of a successful club. The
building, when finished , will cost about ,£5,500, and will be
one of the most imposing in the  district. On February 17th ,
the Pro Grand Master , Earl Amherst , as Provincial Grand
Master of Kent , laid the foundation stone , with the im-
pressive and imposing ceremonies observed in Freemasonry
on such occasions. The ausp icious occasion was marked by
the attendance of the greater part of the brethren of the
Provincial Grand Lodge, the officers and brethren of the
local lodges and others in the province , and a full muster of
the officers and members of Lodge 20 ('' Royal Kent Lodge
of Anti quity, " Chatham),  Lodge 2404 (" Lord Charles
Beresford ," Chatham) , and also Lodge J174 (" Pentangl e,"
Chatham), who joined in entertaining the visitors.

<3> <S> <3»

The Craft generall y will share the regret of the  brethren
of West Yorkshire at the accident which has occurred to the
Provincial Grand Secretary, Bro. Herbert Green , who , a f e w
days ago sustained a fractured leg while  on a visit to Mr.
Beaumont at Hatfield Hall , Wakefield. As a result of the
accident Bro. Green is unable to attend to his official duties ,
being laid up at Wakefield. It is hoped , however , that  he
will shortly be -able to return to Leeds.
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W. Bro. Robert Wylie presided at the annual meeting of
the West Lancashire Benevolent Insti tut ion , held on the
22nd February, at the Masonic Hall , Hope Street, Liverpool ,
the attendance being large. A very satisfactory report was
adopted , and all who had contributed to the good work were
thanked. The hon. officers (Bros . Herbert F. Burrows,
treasurer ; G. Barclay, secretary ; James Piatt , Philli p Lloyd ,
and W. Savage, auditors) were re-elected , Bro. A. G. Inglis
being added as joint  secretary.

Following upon the  recent successes of the pup ils of the
Royal Masonic Ins t i t u t i on  for Boys at the Cambrid ge Univer-
sity Local Examinat ions  in December last , we were pleased
to find tha t  at the January Matr iculat ion Examinat ion  of the
London University, the live senior bovs who entered passed
—one in the first , and the others in the second division. The
average of these boys was only sixteen vears seven months .
During the last n ine  years , twenty-seven boys have been
entered and all passed , fourteen in the first division of this
di f f icu l t  examination with  an average age of sixteen years
nine  months.

At a meeting of Emulation Royal Arch Chap ter , at
Hastings, on Monday, February 27th , the Very Rev. Dean
Currie was presented with regalia on his appointment by the
Duke of Connaught to the office of Grand Superintendent
of Sussex. There was a numerous gathering of Masons.
In accepting the regalia , Dean Currie spoke in praise of
Genera l Randol ph , his predecessor , and also of his keen
appreciation of the very hig h honour it had pleased the Duke
of Connaught to confer upon him. The reci p ient expressed
his gratitude to the Chapter for their extreme kindness in
presenting him with the lovely regalia.

<S> & >S>

Quite one of the most interesting and deserving charities
is the Christian Community . This society was founded by
the Hugenots in 1685, its double object being for visit ing and
preaching the gospel in workhouses and other places, and
for the relief of the very poorest. The following is a record
of the work done by the society, which includes no less than
450 voluntary workers :—15,000 workhouse inmates were
visited every week in 21, workhouses, infirmaries , and casual
wards ; 2000 lodging-house inmates visited every week in
Spitallields , Nett ing Hill , Poplar , Borough , and Hastings ;
8 mission halls entirel y supported , in which 1228 homeless
men were received into the all-night shelter ; 21 ,000 break-
fasts, teas, cocoa suppers , &c., given ; 920 bread , lodging and
other relief tickets distributed ; 10,500 children 's dinners and
breakfasts provided ; 1377 children and adults taken into the
country for a day ; 500 sent for a week ; 11,000 workhouse
inmates entertained at Christmas with concert , buns and
oranges being also distributed ; 8544 workhouse inmates
taken for a day in the Forest ; 2000 entertained with magic
lantern , &c. ; 170 ,000 tracts, booklets, and periodicals
distributed ; 2610 attendances were made by poor widows
employed in making clothing ; 1300 garments were made
and sold last year. Contributions or Donations (N.B.—
Periodicals and tracts are most useful , and may be sent to the
Secretary) can be paid into the bank , to the treasurer , F. A
Bevan , Esq., 54, Lombard Street , E.G. ; or will be very
gratefull y received by the secretary, Mr. James Atkinson ,
61 , Rectory Road , Stoke Newington , N.

«S» <S» <>

The Horton Ices Company, so well-known for twenty years
past as ;i purveyor of one of the most favourite delicacies ol
life , was established to suppl y, in England , a class of goods
which had previousl y been unknown here , althoug h in the
United States a long enjoyed luxury.  The Company has
had a very prosperous career , owing to the general appreciation
of its products by the British public ; the high quality of its
ices and their absolute purity having been testified by well-
known anal yists. It has extensive works in Kensington , in
addition to its elegant premises in the Queen 's Road , B.iyswater
from which it sends forth immense quantities of its products
both wholesale and retail.
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eft each £odge ladles ' Slight.

THE members of Beach Lodge, No . 2622 , held their
annual Ladies' Banquet and ball at that popular home
of South London Freemasonry, the Horns Hotel ,

Kennington Park , recently, and the function proved
the most successful that this flourishing lodge has
ever held , over 200 sitting down to the excellent menu
provided by Bro. Jean Kohl. W. Bro. T. W. Parmiter , the
Worshi pful Master, made a genial chairman. He was
supported by Bros. D. S. Milne, I.P.M. ; B. Donald , S.W. ;
C. Bauer , J.W. ; T. Higgs, Treasure r ; H. Almond , Secretary ;
W. A. Matthews, S.D. ; A. C. Green , J.D. ; and H. Spooner ,
D.C. At the banquet the toast of " The Worshipful Master "
was proposed by Bro. Milne , and that of " The Ladies " by
the Worshipful Master , the response being entrusted to Bro.
H. Spooner. A special feature was made of the concert ,
and Bro. Almond is to be congratulated on the splendid
programme. Songs were sweetly rendered by Mdlle. Marie
Vagnolini and Miss Edith Blanchard , and the Curfew Glee
Singers were heard to advantage in several quartettes. Mr.
Samuel Masters was encored for an artistic rendering of
" Like Stars Above," and the other items included a clever
quick change sketch by Bro. Charles North , and humorous
songs by Mr. Aubrey A. Constant. Bro. A. Groves accom-
panied , and conducted the orchestra during dinner and at
the ball. Bro. F. Locke officiated as M. C, and Bros. W. F.
Tipper, T. Cook, J. Bedford , and W. E. Green acted as
stewards. At the close Bro. Kohl was the recipient of hearty
congratulations on the splendid arrangements he had made
for the comfort of all.

Gordingley 's SYlof or Gar Sxhibif ion.

The motor car has advanced since the lirst Motor-ca r
Exhibition was held at the Agricultural Hall , London , and
the Automobile Show which opens there on Saturday , March
18th , will reveal some idea of the progress made. This will
be the tenth of the annual Motor-car Exhibitions held there
by Mr. Charles Cording ley, and will prove to be the largest
display of the kind ever seen in this country . It will be
thoroug hl y representative of the British industry, which has
developed in every direction , and the exhibitors will repre-
sent all the great centres of England , coming from Coventry,
Manchester , Birmingham , Hull , Glasgow , Bristol , Sheffield ,
Leeds, South Wales, Bradford , Oldham , Maidstone , Lincoln ,
Liverpool , Northampton , Edinburg h , Wolverhampton , Lowes-
toft , Tunbridge Wells, Salisbury, Gainsboroug h , King 's Lynn ,
Berwick-on-Tweed , Basingstoke , besides many smaller towns
where the advent of the motor-car has given promise of new
prosperity. The great exhibition is under the patronage of
the Automobile Mutual Protection Association , of which the
Earl of Shrewsbury is President , the Motor-Van and Wagon
Users ' Association , and the Aero Club of th e United Kingdom ,
the kilter organisation being responsible for a display of
balloons and air-shi ps. All the latest types of touring and
pleasure cars will j e on view , and several motor-cabs and
motor- 'buses intended for service on the London streets
within a few weeks will make their tlehitl. The collection of
munici pal vans and motor-vehicles for industrial purposes
will be thoroughl y comprehensive of all types , and arrange-
ments for an overflow display have had to be made in order
to cope with the demand for space. The presence of some
of the racing cars for the 1905 season will give an interest to
the sporting section of the community, while the fact that
the Motor Union — an organisation of motorists many
thousands strong—will hold its annual meeting at the
Exhibition gives the display an authoritative position in the
motor-car world. The great galleries will be crowded with
accessories , clothing and other matters indispensable to
motorists , and Cordingley 's Tenth Motor-car Exhibition will
be the best of j the series. It will remain open a week,
closing on March 25th.
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Yonr Piano ' s Usefulness.
HAS it ever occurred to you what pleasure-giving possi-

bilities are lying stored up in your piano ?

For nearl y three hundred years the greatest intellects in
the musical world have provided compositions speciall y for
the piano. Yet , how many pieces can you play ? You know
how much music means in practicall y till your entertainments ,
the part it plays in your every-day life even. Would it not ,
then , be of considerable importance to have the world's
whole pianoforte literature made accessible to you , and ,
further , to become endowed with the ability to play after the
manner of the finest exponents of to-clay.

The ownershi p of a Metrostyle Pianola makes all this
possible. More than 12,000 different compositions have
already been prepared for it , and till of them tire available
throug h our Circulating Library. Paderewski , Moskowski ,
Chaminade , and many others have marked music rolls for us
showing how they interpret them , and by following such
markings you can reproduce almost to a nicet y the virtuoso 's
performance.
Dr. RICHARD STRAUSS writes :—

" I gladl y acknowledge to you my admiration and intense
interest for your Metrosty le Pianola. That throug h it the
interpretati on of an artist is reproduced as thoug h he himself
sat at the instrument would appear to me to be reall y
incredible if I had not heard it myself. The thought seems
even yet like a fairy tale ."

Call on us to -day, or write for Catalogue.

Note.—Perhaps you do not care to go to the expense of
obtaining a new Metrosty le Pianola , even on the easy payment
system, at this time. In that case, why not secure a second-
hand Pianola ?

A large number of our customers have testified to th eir
satisfaction in having purchased Pianolas by their readiness
to make a further  investment by exchanging for new Metro-
style Pianolas. The ordinary models so exchanged offer
anyone a splendid and uni que opportunity to obtain one at
little cost. The prices vary, but all these instruments are in
first class play ing order. Write for particulars .

Remember. —All piano-p layers ;ue not PIANOLAS. The
name applies onl y to the particular instrument manufactured
by us.

THE ORCHESTRELLE CO.,
7EOLIAN HALL ,

135-6-7, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.



A

N exceptionall y interesting meeting of the above lod ge
took place at the Cafe Monico on February 2nd , when
the Worshi pful Masler .Bro. Harry Burkett , P.P.A.G.P.

Berks., had the uni que and happy experience of init iating

THK WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

his father into Freemasonry. The event drew together a
full muster of the brethren and visitors, who showed a very
keen interest in the ceremony, the circumstances making it

even more impressive than usual. Hearty congratulations
were extended to both on their becoming brothers. Mr.
J. W. Hobbs was also initiated at the same time.

After the work in the lodge the brethren adjourned to a
banquet , the usual loyal toasts being dul y honoured.

W. Bro. J. W. Martin , P.A.G.D.C., D.P.G.M. Berks., in
reply for the " Grand Officers ," said he was proud of belong ing
to that august body, which was composed of breth ren from
over the whole world , in fact , they were prett y well a legion.
As a Mason it was a great pleasure to him to see the
W.M. initiate his own father. He wished them both long
life and happ iness.

W. Bro. Scroggy, I.P.M., felt , on rising, he had every
support in proposing " The Health of the Worshi pful
Master ," as he was every inch a Mason and loved by all
who knew him , but particularl y by the Piccad ill y and
St. Alban 's Lodges. They heartil y congratulated him on the
happy event and uni que position he now occup ied in having
become his father 's father and his father 's brother , it was
bound to unite them even stronger together .

Bro. Harry Burkett , on rising to repl y, was received most
heartil y. He said he thanked them most sincerely for their
kind reception and for turning up in such good numbers. It
showed that there was something exceptional to do so. That
evening would naturally be reckoned by him as the crowning
of his masonic career. His heart was too full to express till
he would like to say, especiall y before such a father as he
fortunatel y had. Bro . Scroggy said that althoug h the tie
of Masonry was added , they could not be bound more strong ly
together , that was impossible , for their hearts were bound
together in one accord. He begged them to put that subject
on one side for a few moments while he reminded them that
he was to represent the lodge as steward for the R.M.B.I .
If anyone had fifty guineas to spare he could assure him
that he could not do better than put it on his list.

P̂iccadilly Codge, cNo. 2550.

. . THE . .

CHARING CROSS BANK
119 & 120 , BISHOPS QATE STREE T , WITHIN , E.C., and

26, BEDFORD STREET , CHARING CR055 ,
LONDON , W.C.

(ESTABLISHED 1870).
Assets , .£694,403. Liabilities , £372,291. Reserve , £322,112,

Loans of j C/ill to C5.(IOfl , msidi * on u ny  class of security. Two ami a-lialf
per cent, interest allowed on Current Accounts . Deposit- of t i l )  ami upwards

received as under : --
.*> per cent, per annum , sulijcct to •'! months ' notice of withdrawal .
0 ,, .. ' .. (i
7 .. ,. .. 12

Special terms for longer periods. Interest paid (t)uarlerl y. The Terminable
Deposit I' nnds pay nearl y! ) per cent., and are a safe investment. Write or
cal l for Prospectus.

A. WILLIAMS / , , . ..
H. J. TALL -Joint Managers.
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Messrs. A. I HOWARD & Co.,
Estate Hiients, Surveyors, XiccnseD Valuers ,

j TSrewcrs Hoents, an& Xtccnscfc fl>ropcit >? j£,t;perts,
25, KENNINGTON PARK ROAD , S.E.

<£3 000 CASH— ,,'"r dispos'il , I'Yee Lease, very desirable Tavern in
' j food main road , and surrounded by choice neighbourhood ,

gross profits £2/>oo per annum. Excellent Billiard Saloon (2 Tables) and
speciall y bui l t  Masonic Hall ground Moor. Howling Green . Splendid
Home. Gent lem an 's propert y.

Parties wishing to dispose of or purchase Public Houses , Hotels, Taverns ,Beer Houses , and Off-Licences , and all kinds of Licensed properties
wil l  find tin's an excellent medium. ¦

NO CHARGE FOR ENTERING PROPERTIES ON OUR REGISTER.
Cash Advan ced to enable Purchasers to Complete , and onall kinds of Security, dS25 upwards.
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II PRICE ONE PENNY,  . . . II 
|| . . .  EVERY WEDNESDAY. ||

Amateur win mio jU$t mm
Gardeners tm mm to k»ou>

IN

¦QARDEN LIFE,
ILLUST RATED. O

<A Pra ctical J ournal for  <Amateur Sa rdeners.

POINTS WORTH NOTING.

Garden Life s THE LARGEST PENNY
GARDENING PAPER !

IT CONTAINS MORE ILLUSTRATIONS AND MORE ORIGINAL INFORMATION THAN ANY
OTHER GARDEN PUBLICATION.

Garden Life s THE BEST PAPER FOR
^̂ =̂ =ssss ==̂ =s^̂ sŝ Sm AMATEUR GARDENERS !

AT LEAST, THAT IS WHAT READERS SAY , AND WE HAVE NO REASON TO
QUESTION THEIR VERDICT .

SUBSCRIPTION RATES : 6 6 per year; ;v6 per half-year;
i;9 for  three mouths.

PUBLISHING OFFICE :

HATTON HOUSE, GREAT QUEEN STREET,
LONDON, W.C.

~~ ~ 
OF

~ 
ALL." N EWSAGENT ST '. II. . . AND BOOKSELLERS. ||
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In reply for the visitors Bro. White , P.G. Sec. Berks.,
said the W.M. had eulog ised the work clone in his province ,

and he could assure them , they did it quite as well as they
did in London. It reminded him of Ki pling 's line. " They
knew the ancient landmarks and kept 'em to a air."

Bro. Dr. Rev. J. Hughes, Chap lain to the Girls ' Institute ,
and Bros. Griffin , Spicer and Godson also replied.

The W.M., in proposing the Initiates said , it was the most
important one of the evening. No words of his could
express his pleasure in submitting it to them. It was
nevertheless a somewhat awkward one to propose. He
would onl y say that if Bro. Burkett turned out as good a
Mason as he had a father , he would , indeed , be good.
Personally, he had no doubt on the matter.

Bro. Burkett , in rep ly, said he felt proud that his son was
Worshipful Master , and had initiated him into Freemasonry,
and hoped to prove worth y. He sometimes wondered why
he had not done so before , seeing how enthusiastic his son
was.

Bro. Hobbs said he perceived that the princi ples of
Freemasonry were an allegory of life. We strive onward in
darkness , grop ing, if it may be that we may feel the grasp of
a friendl y hand , to lead us towards the light. Having passed
the gloomy portals , we come at last to a light irradiating the
darkness and showing us that , were spirits to lead us on to
full knowledge, to that knowledge he desired to press
forward until he had reached the end. He would strive to
maintain the glory and renown , not onl y of the lodge, but
the whole Craft.

A splendid programme of music, under the direction of
Bro. J. Jefferson , added greatly to the evening 's enjoyment.

THK IXITIAT1 ".

THE first Installation Meeting of this successful lodge
took place at the Hotel Cecil , Strand , on Friday, the
17th February. Bro. John Bright Crowe was installed

into the Chair of King Solomon in a masterly manner by the
very able outgoing master, W. Bro. A. E. W. MacCamley.
The newl y installed master then appointed and invested the
following officers :—Bros. Andrew E. W. MacCamley, I.P.M.
and Sec. ; Thomas Dunwood y, P.M., S.W. ; Robert A.
McQuitty, J .W. ; Samuel M. Barry, P.M., Treasurer ; Rev.
Crawford H il l is , M.A., Chap lain ; S. Crawford Hillis , S.D. ;
Dr. Hug h Knox , J.D. ; R. J. Stevenson , I.G. ; J. P. Mayne ,
Organist ; Robert Coulter , Steward ; F. F. McGeagh and
Max Clarke , Assistant Stewards.

Bros. Charles Stuart and Hug h McKee , B.A., were
unanimousl y elected joining members , and Mr. Edward
Moore was afterwards initiated in a most impressive manner
by the Worshi pful Master. W. Bro. Samuel M. Barry, P.M .,
the Treasurer , presented to the lodge a very handsome
embroidered and painted banner which Bro. Crowe suitabl y
acknowledged.

At the banquet which followed , the Worshi pful Master , in
proposing the toast of " His Majesty the King," said they hud
a real interest in that toast as the King was protector of the
Order. It was speciall y interesting to them to know that the
King was particularl y concerned in the bring ing together of
nations with a view to universal peace, and when the
opportune t ime arrived in connection with that terrible
conflict now raging in the Far East they might be sure that
the King would be much in evidence. That fearless son of
the Emerald Isle and gallant Admiral Lord Charles Beresford
designated the King as " Edward the Peacemaker ," and as
such his name would be handed down to posterity.

In submitting the toast of the "Grand Officers ," the
Worshi pful Master remarked that the Grand Lodge was
the Parliament of Freemasonry, wherein laws were framed
for the observance of the Craft , and those of them who had
been privileged to attend there must have been struck with

the wisdom displayed by the Grand Officers in their delibera-
tions , and he felt convinced that Masonic affairs entrusted to
them were in safe keeping. He had much pleasure in
coup ling with the toast the name of their illustrious

(l'hiilii Elili- Pm-lmil C„.1
t l l tO. .1. 11. CHOWl " .

L'lsterman visitor , W. Bro . W. R. McConnell , K.C,
D.L., J.P., Past Deputy Grand Registrar. He, the
Worshi pful Master , was personall y indebted to him for
his kindness in coming there at great inconvenience , and
he took it as a personal compliment that he had graced

Ulster £odge, No. 29?2.



their gathering with his presence. W. Bro. McConnell
responded in his usual fluent manner , saying how delighted
he was to attend the lodge called after his native province ,
and he wished them every success. He congratulated the
Worshipful Master and the Installing Master on their perfect
working.

W. Bro. MacCamley proposed " The Worshipful Master."
He said it gave him much pleasure in rising to propose the
toast of the evening, that of the newly-installed Worshipful
Master. In Bro. Crowe they had no novice , he had been
through the chair in another lodge, and from what they had
been privileged to witness that evening he had no hesitation

( ¦I tOUI '  OF OI-TK'EHS A N D  MKMliKKS , UI.STKK LOJKU' Xo. :iil7:!. (Pholi , ElHi Portrait Co.)

in saying that the excellent standard of work set up in the
lodge would be well maintained. Bro. Crowe was noted for
his seriousness and earnestness , both good qualities in a
Master, he was also imbued with the enthusiasm which makes
for success in his position. He could take up a deal of time
in expatiating on the Worshipful Master 's good qualities , but
it was unnecessary in the presence of the members of the
lodge, and the many visitors who know him so well.

The W.M. on rising to respond , met with a very heart y
reception , he thanked the I.P.M. for the eulogistic manner
in which he had spoken of him , and the brethren for the
appreciation evinced in the acceptance of the toast. The

day was remarkable in his life , not so much because he
now filled the office of Master , as that experience was
not a new one , as onl y two years ago he occup ied the
chair of the Penge Lodge ; but by virtue of the fact
that the lodge over which he now had the honour of
presiding was named after the province whence he derived
his birth and infant nurture. Should the Great Architect
of the Universe endow him with health and strength
during the year , it would be his aim and object to
up hold the di gnity of Freemasonry and the fair fame of
Ulster ; to maintain the standard of excellence in Masonic
working set him by his predecessor , and generall y to merit

approbation of the brethren. Let them unite together in
brotherl y love and live in harmony with each other , always
keeping before them the fundamental princi ple of Free-
masonry, Charity "without which we are nothing worth."
Freemasonry was a grand relig ion , and he trusted that its
influence upon them would be such that visiting brethren
coming amongst them from time to time would be so
impressed that they would be moved to say that never had it
been their lot to be in the midst of a happ ier famil y.

The musical arrangements, under the direction of Mr. E.
J. Jose, were much appreciated , and added much to the
evening 's enjoyment.

(Province of North Wales.

THE St. David's Lodge. No. 384 Bangor , is the mother
and premier lodge of the Province of North Wales.
In February, 1904, Bro. O. R. Hug hes was installed

W.M. (after having served 12 months in every chair from
Steward) in the presence of the R.W. Prov. Grand Master ,
the late Bro. Sir W. Grenville-Williams , Bart. ; the Past

Dep. Prov. Grand Master , W. Bro. Colonel Hy. Piatt , C.B.r
P.G. Deacon ; W. Bro. T. Westlake-Morga n , Past Grand
Organist , and many other distinguished provincial officers ,,
past and present. At that meeting live candidates were
proposed for initiation for his first lod ge meeting in March.
He had the pleasure of in i t ia t ing the maximum number



allowed by the Constitutions, and. at the same meeting he
passed two to the second degree.

During Bro. Hughes's year of office (nine lodge
meetings) he has a record of fifteen candidates which he has
initiated , passed and raised personally. This number may
not be considered great in large towns, but it is by far the
largest number initiated by any one W.M. in St. David's
Lodge during his year of office.

February 8th was Bro. Hughes's last lodge meeting,
at which he initiated two members, and afterwards installed
his successor.

At the subsequent Banquet Bro. Hughes was presented
with a beautiful P.M. 's Jewel for valuable services.

On the death a few months ago of the Right Worshipful
Prov. Grand Master , the St. David's Lodge is now again
honoured by having one of its members appointed Prov.

Grand Master of the Province of North Wales in place of
the deceased Sir Grenville-Williams , Bart.—namel y, W. Bro.
Colonel Hy. Piatt , C.B., and it is his wish to be installed
Prov. Grand Master at St. David' s Lodge, No. 384, soon
after Easter.

St. David's Lodge has a Past Master (W. Bro. D. Wynne
Williams, P.P.J.G D.) who was W.M. of this lodge in the
year 1878, and is now a regular attendant at all the lodge
meetings. Bro. Hughes had the pleasure of presenting
Bro. D. Wynne Williams with a large framed portrait of
himself on behalf of the brethren of the lodge at the last
lodge meeting. This lodge contributes liberall y toward s the
different Masonic Charity Funds. At their last lodge meeting
10 guineas was voted towards the "A" Boys, 10 guineas to
the Benevolent Fund , and 1 guinea to the " B " local fund—
21 guineas.

cJhe Oancer J Cospital.

THIS most important and valuable hospital held its fifty-
fourth annual meeting of the governors of this charity
in the board room of the hospital on February 22nd ,

the Right Hon. Lord Ludlow presiding.
Some idea can be formed of the enormous work of the

hospital since its foundation when it is stated that the relief
given to patients suffering under this terrible scourge totals
nearly 60,000 during the fifty-four years.

From the report of the committee it appeared that during
the year 1904 there were 721 new in-patients , 1763 out-
patients , with a total number of visits of 18,900, and the daily
number of beds occupied was eighty-six.

We regret to find that owing to the deficiency of the
ordinary income, it was necessary during the year to realise
£6,500 from capital to meet the expenses.

The sanitary and h ygienic conditions of the hospital
had been the source of thoroug h investi gation , and many

recommendations made by a sub-committee appointed for
the purpose were being carried out.

A number of beds are provided for patients who may
remain for life , thus having every attention they may require
adapted to their case , and many heavy expenses have been
incurred during the past year to place the hospital in a
thorough up-to-date state of efficiency.

We would earnestly appeal to our readers to support
this most deserving hospital as liberally as they possibly
can , as it admits the poor afflicted persons entirel y free and
without the trouble of procuring a subscriber 's letter.

Any donations forwarded to Mr. Fred. W. Howell , the
Secretary, the Cancer Hospital Brompton. S.W., will be
thankfull y received and acknowledged by him.

We might add the reports and balance-sheet were adopted ,
and the usual vote of thanks accorded.

By Bro. W. F. LAMOXBY , P.D.G.M. of Victoria , and P.A.G.D.C. of England.

THE CAMBRIAN LODGE OF AUSTRALIA , No. 656.

AS 
to the legal proceedings, the plaintiffs , two years later ,
or seven years from the commencement , gained the day (
the arbitrator , however , awarding merel y nominal

damages and the return of certain articles claimed , whilst he
adjudged the defendants to pay all costs of the reference ,
arbitration , and award. Some of the members of the Grand
Lodge of New South Wales were not satisfied with the award ,
and a rule was granted for referring the award back to
the arbitrator ; but , as recorded , " The Grand Master, with
the advice of the Grand Registrar , decided not to spend any
more Grand Lodge money in law proceedings in this case,"
which means that the New South Wales Grand Lodge
supplied the sinews of war tor the defendants , whilst the
plaintiffs had to fi ght their own battle and at their own
expense. On the whole , therefore , it was merely a Pyrrhic
victory for the plaintiffs , seeing that the debit balance in
costs amounted to well on to a thousand pounds. Reverting
to the Commission , in London (applied for by the defendants ,
by-the-bye), the evidence in that behalf was not tendered in
the Sydney Courts , the plaintiffs consequentl y having to pay
their own costs for nothing.

The end of the fifteen years' struggle was apparentl y in
sight , as in September , 1903, the New South Wales Board of
General Purposes recommended the recognition of the
Cambrian Lodge, following the recei pt of a copy of a letter
from the Grand Secretary of England on behalf of the Board
of General Purposes , which letter had been addressed to the
Secretary of the Cambrian Lodge, and in which the position
of affairs was clearl y defined so far as the New South Wales
authorities were concerned. The stilled waters were, how-

ever , once more lashed into fury, on an amendment being
moved and carried to post pone recognition to a special
meeting of Grand Lodge. The meaning of this was the
resuscitation of a circular , published a year and a half before,
and disseminated far and wide , in which the writer replied
to , denied , and corrected certain statements made by the
Grand Master of New South Wales the year previous
Unfortunatel y the Cambrian Lodge brother , in addition , used
some strong language. In other words he overlooked the
di gnity and status of the Grand Master of New South Wales,
and retaliated on the individual member of the local com-
munity in which they mutuall y moved. This line of action
would be easily understood in the free atmosphere of the
Australian Colonies , where social distinctions are of compara-
tively little account , and where independence of spirit is
appreciated ; but it could not pass unquestioned in England ,
which the New South Wales authorities well knew , and so
this said circular , after as one supposed being forgotten , was
raked up, and recognition of the Cambrian Lodge postponed
until  such time as the document could be broug ht under the
notice of the Grand Lodge of England , and a rep ly be
received. Of course , the Board of General Purposes in
Eng land were bound to take action , and so the end of the
Cambrian trouble is not yet in New South Wales, although
the requisite aiucin/c has been made and accepted by the
authorities in England. Pity it is that the compiler of the
circular did not call to mind Julia 's reflection in Shakespeare 's
comed y of Measure for  Measure—

That ill the  captain 's but a choleric word ,
Which in the soldier is Hat blasp hemy.

Some Notes on f reemasonry in cAustralasia.— (Continued) .



This report and complaint to the Grand Lodge of
England , it will at once be seen , is tantamount to recogn ising
the offending lodge as a constituent uni t  of the Grand Lodge
of England.

The Cambrian trouble , during the long seventeen years,
has trul y been a sorry business , and the situation is aptl y
summed up by Bro. Hi gstrim in his before-quoted history of
Scottish Masonry in New* South Wales. He is a Past Grand
Warden of New South Wales, was on the spot the whole
time , and consequentl y is entitled to speak with authority
and impartiality. He says :—

THE LATE 111)0. HICHAM ) KVB, PAST GIIAXD TIIEA SURE!)
OF KXGJAND.

" This large expenditure (it cost New South Wales close
upon .£2,000), with defeat attached , could have been avoided ,
had common sense been exercised , in lieu of a process at law-
Confirmatory experience , dearly boug ht , has assuredl y been
gained as to whose op inion was correct—the professional
(legal) or the Masonic jurisprtidist—the former experience,
with lamentable results ; the latter inexperience , and not in
any way raising the ire of English adherents. By defeat the
aspect is altered ; having might and ri ght on their side as an
English lodge, any inducement to get the lodge into the
New* South Wales fold , which mi ght have been practicable ,
is, apparentl y, like the money, now lost."

The wonder is that Bro. George Robinson and his little
band—sadly depleted in numbers as the years wore on—
held out so long against the heavy odds , and harassed and
provoked as they were at every turn ; denied too , any reply
to the ungenerous and uncalled-for statements of the local
Grand Lodge's official organ , and of its adherents. Nothing
but indomitable perseverance and dogged courage could
have preserved the rights of the lodge, apart from the large
expenditure of money involved , and it cannot be denied that
the constitutional minority disp layed a tenacity of purpose
from fir st to last that gained them and their lodge the good
wishes and sympath y of many old and inf lu ent ia l  Masons , not
onl y in Australia , but in every section of the Masonic world
where the English language is spoken.

There is little else to be said on the never-to-be-forgotten
Cambrian case, and , with the bitter experience gained , out -
authorities have revised the laws so as to render a like
occurrence impossible. The much-debated article 219 is now
widely altered , one of the provisions being that the min imum
number of members to lapse a warrant is five in place of
three as formerl y. But , belter than all , there is an entirel y
new procedur e in the case of new Grand Lodges being

started in British dependencies. Lodges can now, by dis-
pensation , meet and discuss and resolve on the question of
the formation of a Sovereign Grand Lodge, whilst , in case of
a dispensation being refused by a District Grand Master , an
appeal may be made to the Grand Master. Next , within six
months after recognition , special meetings of every private
lod ge—twenty-one days' notice being given to each member—
are to be held , at which onl y those appearing on the last Grand
Lodge returns , are entitled to say whether or no they desire
the lodge to continue on the English register. A two-thirds
majority is required , and if the decision is in the affi rmative ,
the warrant has to be returned to the Grand Master , and the
property and effects vested , as shall be decided , by vote.
Minutes of the proceedings are then to be forwarded to the
Grand Secretary. Finall y, no second meeting can be held ,
without the special leave of the Grand Master. After these
alterations and additions were made law , however, the
inconsistency of recognising a new Grand Lodge, and there
and then assuming temporary control over the lod ges holding
under the new bod }*, was freely questioned. Any how , it
reads very like an anachronism.

By-the-bye, in the case of the Grand Lodge of Western
Australia , which was founded under the new laws , an
announcement was subsequently made in Grand Lodge that
henceforth all warrants must be returned to England for
cancelling. This is another instance of the experience to be
gained under adversity, and had this part of the Constitutions
been observed in the Xew South Wales recognition , the
Cambrian embroglio would never have been heard of .
Better still , thoug h , a humble suggestion of my own was
accepted on the occasion mentioned , namel y, that no warrant
shall be cancelled until  it has been three months in the hands
of the Grand Secretary. The rights of minorities are now
full y conserved , late in the day though it be, it must be
admitted.

In concluding these notes on the seventeen years '
troubles of the Cambrian Lodge of Australia , it will be of
some interest to introduce the lirst minutes of its foundation
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in the year 1855. It was on the 23rd of February in that
year that the lodge was constituted by Capt. Long-Innes ,
under his provisional warrant as Provincial Grand Master of
New South Wales. The minutes read as follow :—

"A Provincial Grand Lodge having been dul y opened ,
the W.M., Bro. James Murp hy, was dul y and solemnl y
installed the first Master under dispensation from the
Provincial Grand Lod ge, dated this  day.



"This being the first meeting, no former minutes existed.
"The W.M. deferred investing his officers until the next

meeting of the lodge.
" Proposed by Bro. Stocks , seconded by Bro. H. Coles ,

that Mr. James Walker Jackson , of O'Connell Street ,
merchant 's clerk , aged 21 , be admitted for initiation.

" Proposed by Bro. Stocks, seconded by Bro. Coles,
that Capt. H. J. Lyas, of ship Ouccii of E ngland , aged ,
be admitted for initiation.

" Proposed by Bro. Stocks , seconded by Bro. Coles,
that Capt. J. D. Mowatt , of shi p Samuel Haddington , be
admitted for initiation.

No other business being before the meeting the lodge
closed in peace, love, and harmony at 10 o'clock.

"J AS. M U R P H Y .
" W. M ACGU I K K , Acting Secretary."
The proceedings, it will be gathered , were of an unpre-

tentious character , at all events, vastly different to the
elaborate ceremonial of the present day, whether in
Australia or in England.

The Grand Lodge warrant is dated Jul y 31st, 1855, and
the then number of the lod ge was 942, altered to 656, as a
consequence of the "closing up " in 1863.

Amongst those present , supporting the Provincial Grand
Master , were Brothers John Williams , Deputy Provincial Grand
Master , and subsequentl y twice Provincial or District Grand
Master ; H. P. Coles, Provincial Grand Treasurer ; William
MacGuire , Provincial Grand Secretary ; Ellis Deeper , T. 13.
Davidson , and A. Moore , Australia Lodge of Harmony,
No. 814, afterwards No. 556, and now No. 5, New South Wales
Constitution , Sydney ; D. K. Campbell , W. Jackson , and
J. Y. Patten , Sydney Samaritan Lodge, No. 843, after
No. 578, which became extinct in 1874 ; M. Charlton , and
L. Lipman , Lodge of Australia , No. 548, after No. 390,
Sydnev , and now No. 3, New South Wales Constitution ;

J. Glossop, Lodge of Harmony, No. 267, Liverpool , now
No. 220, Garston , Liverpool ; W. Rose, Cambrian Lodge,
No . 472, now No. 364, Neath , Glamorganshire ; J. Ly le,
Prudence Lodge, No. 266, Leigh , Lancashire , and now
No. 219, Todmorden.

At the following meeting Sir S. Osborne Gibbes , Bart.,
who that year succeeded Capt. Long-Innes , as head of the
Province, was present. It is recorded that he was a P.M. of All
Soul's Lodge, No. 199 (now No. 170), at Weymouth , and a Past
Provincial Senior Grand Warden of Dorsetshire. He was
the second baronet , a member of the Legislative Council of
New Zealand , and father of the present baronet , Sir Edward
Osborne Gibbes , of Wellington. He died in 1S74. Further ,
at this meeting, it was resolved to make Bro. J. H. Wilton , of
Enoch Lodge, No. 11, London (still on the roll under the
same number), a Master Mason.

And , in closing these reminiscences of the Cambrian
Lodge of Australia , it is worth y of note that one of its
earlj* initiates was the late Major-General Lord John Henry
Taylottr , appointed Junior Grand Warden of England in
1888, uncle to the late Earl of Bective, Provincial Grand
Master of Cumberland and Westmorland , and brother to the
Marquis of Headfort , Senior Grand Warden of Ireland.
Lord John Tay lour was, about the period referred to , A.D.C.
to Lord Lisgar, Governor of New South Wales. Again , Bro.
the Hon. A. T. Holroy d, a Master in Equity, and the fourth
Provincial Grand Master of New South Wales, was a founder
of the famous old lod ge.

It must not be omitted to mention that the Jubilee of the
Cambrian Lodge of Australia was fittingly and worthil y
celebrated on the 23rd of February, 1905 .

(To be continued) .
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