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THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND THE CRAFT.

Wz, three weeks since, we addressed ¢ A. Few Words to the Craft”
velative to the position and prospects of the Freemasons Magazine,
we scarcely anticipated that our appeal would be so promptly and so
handsomely meb as it has been. The publication of thab address led
to our receiving vavious communications from Brethren, which
resulted in o meeting being held and the passing of resolutions most
flattering to ourselves, which we publish in another part of our
Magpzine, under the head of the Masonic Mirror. At that meeting
—comprising as it did many Lighly influential Brethren, whose names
are known $hroughout the Chaft — but one opinion was expressed.-
as to the desivability of the Order possessing an independent, impartial,
and temperately conducted organ in the press, through which the
Brethren might express their opinions, and seelr for reliable informa-
tion, nntainted by party bias.

Such a publication we have endeavoured to provide for the Ovder ;
and in proposing and seconding the resolutions which were passed ab
the meeting of which we speak, we wore gratified to hear that the
speakers mot only bore testimony to the independence which has
hitherto marked our progress—bub distinctly enunciated the principle
that, in coming forward to assist the Magazine, they offered that
assistance only with the clear understanding that they did not seck
to tie the hands of, or influence the independence of the Managers.
Tt is with that understanding that we gratefully aceept the aid offered
ug—being determined to consider the fund now being raised only as
a trust, to be administered for the Dbenefit of the Craft, to promote the
welfare of the interests and the charities of the Order—for it is only
through the pages of a fairly and honestly conducted periodical that
the claims and wants of those institutions can be properly made known
10 the Brethren. It is ouly through such an organ that they can
become acquainted with the manmer in which their business is con-
ducted at head quavters, and with the proceedings of the Cralt
generally. It is only through the influence of the press that the
character of Freemasonry can be clevated and sustained, and the
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Ovrder can become what it ought to be—the ennobler and instructor
of mankind. A meve party organ could, as we have already stated,
produce nothing but mischief to the Craft, and would be snch a blot
upon our escutcheon as would cause many of our best -and worthiest
members to withdraw from a Society which could not discuss those
measures which might be propounded for its henefit in temperate
and becoming language, regardless of the quarter from whence they
come. Nothing ean be so unmasonic, so opposed o our first
principles, or so full of mischief, as a recklessly conducted party
journal.  Such, whilst under our management, and while we con-
tinue to enjoy the confidense of the Craft, the Freemasons Magazine
shall never become ; but we shall be prepared ab all times fearlessly
and independently to maintain our own opinions, whilst a portion
of our pages will always be open for the sommunications of those
who may disagree with us, upon the single condition that those com-
munications are couched in proper and Masonic language.

In accepting, therefore, the aid now so handsomely offered us, and
in again appealing o our friends throughout the co anbry to assist us
in our labours, by increasing the number of our subscribers—for to
them alone can we look for maintained and permanent support—we
do so unpledged to any given policy, unfettered in our movements
—hound only as men of honour o maintain for the Crafs, to the
utmost of owr ahility, a fair, honest, and independent organ—¢ open to
all, and influenced by none.”

The proffered assistance of our Brethren is acceptable to us, because
we feel that we ave engaged in the work of the Craft—that we are
endeavouring to confer a beuefit upon the whole Order—and that
whilst we are so engaged the losses should not, o use the words of
the distinguished Brother who did us the honouwr to preside at the
meeting of Thwrsday last, he allowed to fall on the shoulders of one
or two individuals (and those individuals the Iabourers in the vine-
yard)—but that those who think, with them, that they are tending to
advance the best interests of the Craft, may fairly and honourably
assist them in their endeavours,

We ave grateful to those Brethren who have thus come forward to
assist us; but believing that eve long the Craft will render any extra-
neous aid unnccessary—and, knowing that only one additional sul-
scriber in cach Lodge is more than sufficient to render onr work ve-
muncrative—we pledge ourselvesnever to regard the guarantee fund ag
one through which we are to he personally benefited ; hut that, so
soon as the Mugesine i in a position to warrant it, withou regard to
the losses of the past, we shall appeal to the subscribers for their in-
structions as to the disposal of the fund now being subscribed ; and in
default of such instructions, we shall consider thatb its proper destina-
tion will be the funds of the Masonic charities,

During the eighteen months that the Freemasons’ I/, agazine has heen
under our sole guidance, it has been our endeavour, whilst giving the
fullest attention to the news of the Craft, to elevate its character ag g
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literary organ ; and we heard with much pleasure the compliments
paid to us on that score by the different speakers at the meeting
we have veferred to—we have now another incentive to persevere in
ony endeavour to maintain and uphold the Magazine as a truthful and
independent journal. During that period we have introduced to our
Brethren the writer of our Aurchitectural Chapter, in the person of
an old and valued Mason, and we have obtained other efficient literary
assistance, in order that we might do our part towards assisting the
Brethren in their reseavches into Masonic lore, and in their endeavours
to unfold the hidden mysteries of nature and science. We are certain
there ave yet many brethren of literary tastes and talents who will be
willing to assist us in our labours, and we can assure them that we
shall duly appreciate any avticles of Masonic, scientific, architectural,
or archaeological interest with which they may favour us; and that no
expense shall be spared by us to illustrate such articles by the.aid of
the engraver, whenever their interest can be thereby enhanced,

DIRECTORS OF CEREMONIES,

Iy many of our Lodges the Director of the Ceremonies is com-
monly one of the offices, and is the first sbep in the course of office,
which leads to the chair. In some Lodges it follows or precedesthe
Stewardship. The practical operation is this, that the officer—very
frequently a young Mason in the first year of his initiation—does
nothing, for he does not know what to do ; he has never seen a Director
of the Ceremonies discharging any duty ; he attends the Lodge or stops
away as he likes, sits wheve he likes, witnesses various irvegulavities
which he knows not how to correct, and at the end of his year of
office finds himself Inner Guard. By some mysterious operation he
has got from the inside of the Lodge, and the full range of it, to just
within the door, and no further—and there for a year he stays and
gets a little further on year by year. Ab some time he attends the
Provincial Girand Lodge, and there he sees a Prov.Gh Director of the
Ceremonies with, perbaps, an Assistant Director, very busy, and with
enough to do ; and finds they are chosen for their knowledge of the
duties and arve experienced functionarvies. When he gets into high
office he attends the Grand Lodge of England, and theve he finds the
Grand Director of the Ceremonies with wand in hand, and that he is
truly a dignitary of importance, regulating the proceedings, and with
the distinctive privilege of moving ahout the Lodge while the members
ave seated. The Masber of a Lodge may or may not think about these
things ; but he has appointed his officers, including the Director of the
Ceremonies, in the usual course, and he lets his successors do the same,
unadvised as o any necessity for change ; and so the Dircctor (or, as
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he is sometimes styled, the Master) of the Ceremonies continues to
be appointed, oblivious of any obligations, but thinking possibly he
may be called upon to officiate if there should ever be a Masonic
ball, and wondering how he would get through his duties.

Still there are occasions in Lodge when the Master finds something
wanting.  Onc of his Deacons is not in his place, and occasionally
there is no Deacon present.  Any little matter that requires rectifica-
tion is thevefore directed by word of mouth, not to the great edifica-
tion of visitors or of newly initiated Brethren, Much is left to the
Tyler as to Lodge fittings and arrangements, and thercfore much is
left undone.  In the midst of an initiation the working tools are found
wanting, and there is a scamper for them ; at another time a distin-
guished Brother arrives, and scrambles to a seab as best he may ; then
there are festivals and other occasions, when after a day of admirable
work, arout comes in the end, no onc knowing where he ought to be,
and the Past Masters have to set matters straight as best they may.
So the Master gets through his year of office, and then comes instal-
lation day, for which considerable preparvations have heen made,
numerous visitors invited, and upon which it i intended to celipse
other Lodges in the province ; but which is not distinguished: from
them in oceasional slips and cven two or three scuffles. The Past
Masters of the Lodge are found leaving the East, busy as bees, and
setting the work to rights, anxious for the character of their Lodge
in the eyes of strangers.

Masters on some occasions, conscious of the disorder, bestir
themselves to provide assistance, and appoint Stewards. Such an ex-
pedient is seldom successful, for the Stewards, being young members,
do not know what to do, and haveno moral authority. We remember
upon one occasion the Master naming two Stewards to conduct the
“strangers to banquet—one of the Stewards having newly joined that
night, after ten years’ absence from Iodge, and the other Steward
heing one of the initiates whose reception had within half an hour
taken place.  This was in a large and respectable Lodge, The result
was they placed their own acquaintances in the hest places, and a
distinguished visitor was placed out of his rank, and below one of the
musical Brethven, and thus the intended cowrtesy of the Master was’
frustrated.

Now comes the question—what is the Master of the Ceremonies, and
what are his duties? The Book of Constitutions says, speaking of the
officers of a private Lodge— There must be also & Treasurer and a
Seeretary. A Chaplain, Master of the Ceremonies, and Stewards may
e appointed.” There is nothing more about the Master of the Cere-
monies, and his jewel is not named.

Tet us proceed a step higher, to the Provincial Grand Lodge. No
Provincial Grand Director of the Ceremonies is named, but there is fall
power to the Provincial Grand Master to appoint Grand Officers as
for the Grand Todge of England, and Provincial Grand Divectors of
Ceremonies and their assistants are consequently appointed. Their
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jewels ave the cross vods of the Grand Lodge, placed within a circle,
on which the name of the province is to be engraven.

Proceding highey, to the Grand Lodge of lhnghnd, we geb further
information, for the Grand Director of Coremonies has definite 1ank
in the table of precedence, in the twenty-fourth line, the Past CGrand
Dircetor of Ceremonies standing in the twenty-fifth, the Assistant
Grand Director of Ceremonies in the twenty-sixth, and the Past
Agsistant Grand Director of Ceremonies in the twenty-seventh, be-
fore various other ofiicers below the yank of Past Chrand Deacon.
Thus it will be seen that not only the past officers of this class have
their definite rank, bub that even the Assistant aud Past Assistant
take rank before several officers.  In the clause relativg to the duties
of the. Grand Divector of Ceremonies it is stated that, * the Grand
Director of Cercmonies, in addition to his other duties, has the care
of the regalia, clothing, insignia, and jowels, belonging to the Grand
Lodge.” In another place, referving to the conduct of business in
Grand Lodge, it is declaved, “all members shall keep their seals, cx-
cept the Grand Deacon, Grand Director of Ceremonies, his Assistant,
and the Grand Stewards, who are allowed to move about in the dis-
charge of their duties. The Grand Deacon of course can only move
trom pedestal to pedestal, but the Grand Divector of Ceremonies has
full scope. The Grand Dirvector of Cevemonics and Assisbant Grand
Director of Ceremonies ave to be appointed annually by the M. W.GLM.
ont the day of hisinstallation. They must he Master Masons, and are to
attend the quarterly communications and other meetings. The jewel
of the Grand Director of Ceremonics consists of cross vods within a
wreath composed of a sprig of acacia and an car of corn. The jewel of
the Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies is the same.

In foreign Lodges the Master of the Ceremounies is an officer uof
greaf 11n1)01'ta11ce, and is always an experienced munbcr who hag
gone through the higher offices,

We may now plocecd to consider what are his duties from the dats
hefore us, first premising that the appointment is optional, as, in a
small Lodge, such an officer would have nothing to do. In the first
place we learn from Girand Lodge that he has outside du{ncs, that he
bas the charge of the regalia, clothum Insignia, and jewcls of the
Lodge, and thelcby of their chsposmon in the Lodge, and for this
purpose the Tylor and the serving Brethven arve ab his disposal. Tt is
lhis duty to see that his abSLSbZLDLS have provided all the fittings and
requisites for the duties of the Lodge, according to the order of busi-
ness ; he must provide cach officer “With his ]cwel in Lodge, and he
should personally invest the Master. He will also ascertain what
officers are present, and report to the Master those who are absent, so

that the vacancies may be filled up, and the jewels be delivered to the
new nominees. He will receive his jewel from cach officer leaving the
Lodge, and sce that in case of neéd, as of a vetiving Deacon, for in-
stance, another oceupant of the office be provided by “the Master. He
st see that without the Lodge everything requisite he provided in
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the preparation room and ante-rooms ; but when once work hag begun
he cannot leave the Lodge.

He must arrange with the Master and Secretary, before work isbegun,
the mode in which the husiness is to be conducted, and will receive
instructions thereon from the Master. His jewel is the cross rods or
wands, and he bears a wand. In some of the old Todges, a very
handsome wand is provided. The wand should be diffevent from
Deacons’ or Stewards’ wands, and may be of a much more ornamental
character.  Where therc ave Stewards in a Lodge, they are under his -
divection ; andin case of vegalia or tools being wanted, they should be
fotched by a Steward or other Brother, as the Master of the Ceremo-
nies should be on the spot.  Iis station is, on ordinary occasions, near
the Master, on the left hand; but he moves about as there may he
occasion, and on a report proceeds to the LG. It is his duty to
atbend upon visitors, to assign seals to ordinary visitors, and, where
they are of eminence, to present them to the Master, He sees that
each visitor and incomer salutes the Master.

All cevemonies he superintends, that they may be properly pro-
vided and performed, but he has no claim to interfere, unless to
seb matbers right, as he is not an officiator. He may, however,
prompt the Deacons, when attending and assisting them. When the
Master is officiating he attends upon him to see that he is properly
vided, and to assist him, This is left too commonly $o the immediate
P.M. whereby the solemnity of his duties is interfered with.

As o matter of course, in all processions he makes the arrange-
ments, and so ab ingtallations. At banquets, assisted by the Steward
or Stewards, he sees to the placing of the members and guests, under
the direction of the Master. Whenever any considerable ceremony
Is ab hand, as an installation, or there is a large number of guests, it
is his duty to sketch out and arvange with the hlaster, a programme
beforehand, so that all may work well, and the character of the
Lodge be upheld in the eyes of visitors and new members.

It will be seen from the above, how well caleulated & member of
two months’ standing is for such an office, which requires knowledge
and experience. From this cause has arisen the evil, that in small
Lodges and decayed Lodges, i the attempt to fill up an accustomed
office, this falls to a junior; whereas it is much better that no such
oflicer should be appointed, than that he should be inefficient, and the
Master .or Past Master can very well manage by himself, However,
when the number of members and work is considerable, a Divector
of Ceremonies should be appointed, and appointed, as the Treasurer
and Secretary most commonly ave, from amongst the Past Masters,

There would thus be the advantage of having an officer who has
the requisite knowledge and experience, aud who, from his standing,
has authority to enforce his precepts on the younger members,
whether for silence, or in preventing irregularity and confusion, Asg
the office is, when properly performed, an active an important one, it
Is a further means of rewarding a Past Master, and of securing the
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attendance of another of that class, who are too apt to fall off after
passing the chair, having nothing to do. There is, too, this to be con-
sidered in appointing & Past Master—that he can officiate throughout
the installation, which a Worshipful Master cannot. When the
Provineial Grand Lodge meets in atown, there will, with snch an
officer, be a chance of its heing properly received, with no fear of the
Lodge showing slovenly work in the presence of the assembled critics
of the province.

It will very well be seen that what we have here described will
tend very materially to the realization of whab every enlightened
Mason so zealously desires, and is now aiming at—and that is, good
working ; but it will not end in the local Lodge, for throughout every
province ’ theve will be several Lodges, each having its competent
Master of Ceremonies ; and the result will be this, that instead of the
offices of Grand Director of Ceremonies and Assist. Grand Director of
Ceremonies going Ly chance, that the provincial purple may he given
to some one for whom a corner must be found, the office would go,
as a reward, to the Master of Ceremonies, and thus a Past Master
would obtain another title to the purple by working. The Master
of Ceremonies would thereby become a desirable office, as one
leading assuredly to the purple.  On passing the provincial dignity
the Director of Ceremonies would in most cases, if he had worked well
in his Lodge, have a jewel presented o him by his Brethren, and thiy
would become a convenient period for resigning the office, and giving
a reward to another aspivant Past Master, while the Past Provincial
Grand Divector of Ceremonies would still attend, with the prospect of
the Lodge Treasurership.

The first provincial step for the Master of Ceremonies should be
Provineial Assist. Grand Divector of Ceremanies, the next year Pro-
vineial Grand Director of Ceremonics ; he should then retive. In the
fivst year the junior would get his training, and the next could take the
prineipal part, bub it is not desirable, as now, in some good working
provinces, to keep either Grand Divector of Ceremonies or Assist-
ant Grand Director of Ceremonies as a permanent officer ; for with well
trained men of the class we have described, competency for the dis-
charge of the duties would always be :tound It is desirable the Grand
Director of Ceremonies should yearly retire, in order to offer a due
reward and stimulus to the local officers, who, in five or scven years,
would have an assurance of the purple in most provinces. In case of
need they would have the counsel and help of the Past Provincial
Grand Director of Ceremonies.

It may occasionally happen in o Lodge that it i3 not desivable to
appoint a P. M., when a well-instructed Brother may be found ; or the
duties may be -discharged by some other officer, as the Treasurer o
Secretary, for instance, "but this i nob desirable.

In some Lodges of Instruction, the oflice is the first in the list
below the Tyler, strangely enough; but the occupant of it does
nothing, and learns nothing, and stops away perhaps till he gets an
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office with some work. A greabt improvement is, to make ib next
to P.M.. when the learner has gone through the course, and then a
member is likely to attend. In casc of the absence of the P.M. he
could go hack to that office. ‘

What we have here written is a very small point in Masonie reform
so far as the practicability ofits realization is concerned—bub & very
large one in its results, because it secures improved working ; and we
trust that many days will not have elapsed before the Master or some
member of each Lodge has brought the subject before his Brethren,
and obtained its practical rcalization. No more incompetent Directors
of Ceremonies should he appointed, and where there is a whole year
$0 be served, it will be an act of Masonic virbue for the present occu-
pants to resign, sothat a regular appeintment may ab once be made.
Such a younger member would, by taling such steps and thereby bring-
ing the subject forward for discussion and determination give a real
proof of his claims on the attention of his Brethren.

We particularly call the attention of Grand Officers and Prov, Grand
Masters to the desirability of taking early steps in this subject ; a letter
from a Prov. Grand Master 1ccommcndmn' such a reform, and pro-
mising-a veward for it, would at once ploduce a greab effect on all the
Lodocs of his province,

TIMIE AND TIDE.
BY BROTHER CHARLES SLOMAN.

L

Time and tide for no man wait;
Say, who can that truth deny?
Seize the moment, ere too late ;
Ev'ry hour we live we die.
Who can call back yesterday ?

_ Bach new minute hath its gate,
Wending swiftly on their way,
Time and tide for no man wait,

I,
Time and tide for no man wait ;
They delay will never brook ;
Peasants delve while kings hold state,
Enach a page in this world’s book,
Day by day the leaves turn o'er
Bv'ry life must have its date ;
Think then, think—lest you deplore;
Lime and tide for no man wait,
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CORRESPONDENCE.
S S—

[Tur Enrvor does not hold himself vesponsible for any opiniang
entertained by Correspondents.]

THE GLOBE LODGE.
TO THI EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR,

“You promise that no visitor shall be received into your Lodge without due
exawination, and producing proper vouchers of his having been initiated in o
regular Lodge.”

“ Do you submit to, and promise to support those charges and regulations, as
Masters have done in all ages ?”’— Vide ** ANTIENT CHARGES AND REGULATIONS,”
Baak: of Coustitutions.

Duar Sk Axp Brorurr,—In your number for December 29th, 1858,
page 1237, I find a charge brought against me * of a want of courtesy in
vefusing admission to Bro. MHenry Wilson, (of the Lodge of Friendship,
No. 117, Great Yarmouth,) into the Globe Lodge.” The facts of the case
are these :—

Just as the W.ML had risen for the first time, a visitor was aunounced,
“who was not personally known, recommended, o well vouched for.” I
was desived by the W.IM. to examine, and report. In the adjoining room
I saw a stranger, clothed, whom I asked for his certificate. e said that
he had not brought it from the country with him. I asked him a few
stmple questions, which he answered with much hesitation, something in
this way :— Let me see—I don’t quite remember,—I think,—" “Ts this
what you mean 2 * This is right, is'nt it ?*  Being unwilling to refnse him
admission on my own responsibility, I requested the Tyler, Bro. Crawley,
(than whom there is not a more experienced T'yler or Mason in the Craft),
to try him, and give me his opinion. In the examination by the Tyler in
the third degree, there were some important points, of which the visitor
professed himself to be ignorant, and the Tyler declared that the examina-
tion was not at all satistactory. I then told Bro. Wilson that I could not
admit him into the Lodge, that T was very sorry for his disappointment,
but the fault was with himself; that, however, the disappointment would
not be very great, for if' his object were to sec the working of 2 London
Lodge, he wonld not have had the opportunity of gratifying himself on the
present occasion, as business was completely over, the Lodge would be
closed on my retmrn, and in a few minutes the Lodge-room would be
cleared. e wished to go in and see the closing of the Lodge. T told him
that T could not suffer him to see any portion of the working, as he had
produced no certificate, and the proofs he had given of being a Mason
were, in 1y opinion, most unsatisfactory. Hc was angry at being refused,
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and went away threatening to * show me up in the Mirror.” He was not
refused admission hecause *the Lodge was about to close, or that there was
no business before the Lodge,” but because he had failed to prove his claim
to admission. '

Of all the duties attached to a Mason, there is not one more important
than the examination and admission of visitors, I have sometimes wished
that we had some control over the admission of those we do know, just
because they are known. But at all times there is risk in the admission of
strangers ; and an individual; presenting himself for admission into a Lodge
where he is utterly unknown, is bound, by his Masonic obligations, to give
the fullest and most unequivocal proofs of his brotherhood. ~ The very fact
of Deing desirous to enter a Lodge withont giving these proofs, shows a
deficiency in one of the essentials of Freemasonry, viz.—obedienee,
**which must be proved by a close conformity to our laws and regulations.”

T am sure the character of the Globe Lodge for giving a brotherly
weleome to visiting—particularly provineial —Brothers, will not suffer
depreciation from this event. My experience of London Lodwes is, that no
article in the Book of Constitutions is more widely interpreted, or more
liberally carried out than that which “ enjoins Masters and Wardens of a
Lodge to visit other Lodges, in ovder that the sume usages and customs
may be observed throughout the Craft, and a good wnderstanding culti-
vated amongst IF'reemasons.” And in this respect, the Globe Lodge is not
a whit behind her metropolitan sisters. For my own pavt, I think the
presence of visitors necessary, to make a perfect Lodge, and at the festive
Board,

¢ —~—~—if they had been forgotten,
1t had been as a gap in our great feast,
And all things wnbecoming.”

But for the purpose of gaining a fair name for Leing courtcous and hos-
pitable in making welecome strange visitors, am 1 to set at nought the laws and
regulations of our Constitution ; and, neglecting the caution imposed upen
me at my initiation, am I to place in jeopardy the privileges and landmarks
of the Order? I trust that I shall ever feel the full weight of responsibility
imposed upon me when examining a visitor who seeks admission into my
Lodge ; and that I shall at all times greet well asa Brother him that proves
his claim to the title, and not be deterred in refusing adinission to him that
thinks the only passport needful for admission into a Freemason’s Lodge is
to preseut hiimselt with most lame and impotent conclusions, even though
such refusal should subject me to the vulgar threat of being * shown up”
in a periodical. _

I remain, dear Sir and Brother, yours fraternally,
Winniay Bragksues, P.AL,
See. Nos. 23 and 1044,

CHRISTIANITY o, UNIVERSALITY,
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIKROR,
Drar 8ir axp Brovigr,—Two letters in your Mugazine by “W. IL”
will be read probably with much pleasure by Christian Freemasons ;
. L T Tt N . . .
another by o © Universalist,” perhaps with pain, Fortunately the subjeet
of these Iétters does not rest on the dictuns of the latter. if 1 recollect
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rightly, in a former letter he asserted he had never heard of, or never read
“Pearson on the Creed;” probably he would do well to malke himself ac-
quainted with that work beforc commencing an argument against the
Christian faith as generally held in this country ; at any rate he might not
De judged less qualified to form an opinion after having read onc of the
best works on the creed which was ever published. Surely he would not
grudge a little time and attention to a matter of such vital importance—
perhaps were lie to study the Seriptures carefully, and with a little humility,
giving some weight to the opinions of learned and good men, whose re-
searches have thrown light on diffieult points, not relying too much on his
own powers, however great; and, moreover, not going to work with a pre-
determination not to be convinced, he might be induced to alter his views.
Be that as it may, he would probably be as much benefited by that course
as by any result which might follow his published defiance.

Now, Sir, the recognition of Christianity in our Lodges is not a matter
of moment to ministers of any denomination in this land alone. The
episcopal church is not the only church in which Churistianity is taught as
the faith whereby men can alone be saved; there are many ministers
besides those of the Church of England who go about their Master’s work
honestly ; but they also preach Christ crucified, however they may differ on
other poiuts. '

It is not then to one body alone of God’s ministers that this matter is ot
moment ; nor is it to those ministers of more importanee than to the people
at large ; the great mass of the people are believers, thorough believers, in
their Saviour—the number of those whose creed is as the Universalists is
happily small. And however the opinions of the laity on other artieles may
vary, they are, as a body, Christians by profession. Many of them, when
they thank God at the closing of their Lodge for his blessings already
reeeived, would like to acknowledge the greatest of them all; and their
regret at the omission is increased when they are obliged to go back to
olden times, and resort to what must he confessed to be ingenious reasonings
to connect the honoured name of their Saviour with the work they have in
hands.

Tt is absurd to say that the recognition of Christianity would contract the
bonds of Freemasonry—mnot a tenth part of the candidates yearly initiated
but are Christians. The obligation might remain as it is, also the ritual in
applying it to special cases; but when Christian men meet together and
unite in prayer for one of their own faith, that prayer should be made in
the name of HMim who can alone render it acceptable. Many Unitaxians,
who are good men, do not refuse to attend service in church and chapel,
and they would hardly object to attend a Lodge because the majority of
their Brethren thought fit to confess their faith. ~ As regards our Brethren
of the Jewish persuasion, I would add, they do not object to sit in a
Christian hall of legislature; and it could not be with them a matter
against conscience to sit in a confessedly Christian Lodge. It is « poor
compliment to any man’s good sense to imagine he respects you more
beeause you conceal your religion studiously, as thongh you honoured his
peculiar views rather than your God. It is also ridiculous to raise the ery
of sectarianism, and to talk of attempts to bring the Articles of the Chureh
of Englandinto Lodge—as “*A Universalist” writes in a former letter—it has
nothing to do with the matter. It does not follow that a person who has
read ‘* Pearson on the Creed,” and desires to sec the name of his Saviour
acknowledged in Lodge, must, therefore, be a member of the church of
England ; Tet himt recollect, there are many Christians not episcopalians who
will read and admire a book which treats cleverly and conyineingly the
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faith which they hold (even though that book be written by a bishop)
although they may differ from him on mivor points. This is a Christian
country, and the bull of the Freemasons in it are Chyistians. In England
Christianity is not a sect, and it is a disgrace to a community composed with’
Dut few cxceptions of Christians, that they can only say there are allusions
in their ritnal to the Saviour. It cannot be denicd, that this our great and
excellent socicty lies under a heavy imputation ; it is either inditferent to,
or ashamed of] its faith. I may be told this society is a society in which
morality is taught, and I must draw a distinetion between morality and
religion : if religion is so excluded, why do we open and close our Lodges
with solemn prayer? Why do we offer a prayer at the conferring of cach
degree? Neither Jew nor Unitarian will respeet us one bit less that we
confess our faith. Both churchman and dissenter will meet just as happily,
and will have no cause for sceret shame when we openly acknowledae our
religion 5 the minister of parish church and chapel will be spared the ineon-
sistency of preaching to their several congregations faith in Christ as their
only means of salvation and acceptance with God—and at their Lodge gather-
ings offering prayer and thanks without even the mention of His name.

This dlagazine is not the place for a theological controversy as to the
merits of Chistianity ; neither is'it the place to publish a challenge to such
controversy; but its pages have ever heen open to those who urge reform
where needed, and to those who would not otherwise be able to express
their feclings.  With many apologies for occupying your space at so great a
length, permit me to remain,

Yours fraternally,
A Prov, Graxp CuarraLy.

-4 THE OXFORD PARTY (2)."
T0 THE EDITOR OF THE ¥REENASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR,

S axp Browter,—I sce, in your Magazine of yesterday, that Bro.

* Heyes, W.AL of the Downshire Lodge, No. 864, Liverpool, is said to have
asserted that certain members of Grand Lodge, whom he denominates
“ Kphraimites,” “had come from Oxford, and were called ‘the Oxford
party,’” May Lask him, who has so called them, and why? The names
of Bro. Portal and the Xarl of Carnarvon have been too often before the
public lately to make me guilty of any indelicacy in at once connecting
their names with Bro. Heyes’s statement : butin connecting them with this
statement, let me refer Bro. Heyes to the account in your pages some
weeks back, of Bro. Portal's observations, and of the general proceedings
at the last meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Oxfordshire ; and I
think that, at the same time that he admits that Bro. Portal has done
some good to the Craft (witness our pocket edition of the Book of Consti-
tutions, and the business paper of Grand Lodge), and that no party spirit
prevails in Oxfordshire, he will also allow that he has no xight to identify
a whole province—as he does—with the policy of a few men, to whomt
(however much public opinion may be at variance with them) we must at
least, in justice, impute honourable motives. Moreover, I cannot sec what
right any onc has, while denouncing the conduct of any person or persons
as ‘‘unbrotherly,” or as the *cause of” unbrotherly conduct, in the very
same breath to make use of an offensive expression with vegard to those
with whom he differs.  May I be allowed to add, that after all the heart-
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hurnings and recriminations which have been handied about from one to
another, it will be.well to let hygones be bygones, and not to revive a
quarrel which seems, I hope, to be now fast expiring, by such expressions
as that which is the cause of this letter, and which I should not have
noticed but from a sense of justice, both to an absent Brother and to the
provinee of which I am a member.
T am, Sir and Brother, yours fraternally,
Ax Oxrorpsmire PO

——— Reetory, Kent, 60 Junuary, 1859,

D.S. I may add that Bro., the Earl of Carnarvon, was initiated not in
Oxford, but in London, though the University of Oxford may well he
proud to own him as one of her alumni,

THE PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF SOMERSET.
10 IUE EDITO% OF il FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MLASONIC MIRROR,

Dear Sir axp Brornse,—I am truly glad to find that a ** Past Master”
has contradicted the grossly inaccurate report which appeared in your ex-
cellent Magazive a short time since, of the late meeting of the Provineial
Grand Lodge. *ThePast Master’s” statement, both as regards the number of
the Brethren present, the Lodges represented, and the disapprobation to
which the appointment has given rise, is quite correct.

‘Tean quite understand the ignovance of the ** Past Master” with respeet to
Brother €. Babbage's Masonic antecedents—he is not the only ignoramus
in this respect—this will partly be explained by my informing hin that the
Provineial Grand Secretary for Somerset was initiated into Freemasonry at
the Bridgwater Lodge a little more than twelve months ago, and until
within a week back the only office he has ever filled is that of LG. in his
own Lodge. :

We do very strange and incomprehensible things in * Zummerzet,”
especially in the BMasonic way, and it may not be unintercsting to your
readers to kmow a little of owr doings, and how peculiarly unfortunate
our Provincial Grand Master has been in his selection of Provincial Grand
Scerctaries for sonte time past. But I must reserve the details for another
letter, and merely confine the present communication to the matter in ques-
tion, viz., the recent appointment of Provineial Grand Secretary. I most
seriously and emphatically deny that the appointment of Brother Babbage
has given even the slightest satisfaction to the Masons of Somerset ; but, on
the contrary, a feeling of extrerae disapprobation, not to use a stronger ex-
pression, has been the result. To sum up in a few words—Brother Christo-
pher Babbage is not the man for I'rovincial Grand Secretary, far from it;
he might perhaps distinguish himself in other walks of life, but he has never
shone as o “ Masouie star,” and, if report be true—never will.

T am, dear Sir and Brother, yours truly and fraternally,
Jun. 8th, 1859. AxormEr Pase Masreg.

[The report alluded to was copied {rom a local journal.—Eb. ]
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MASONIC MEMS,

Bro, Dr. Dumag, Viscount D'Estrey, will lecture on Tuesday and Friday evenings
at seven o'clock, at Bro, Seyd's Hotel, 39, Finshwy Square,

Tar Rastern Star Lodge, No. 112, has removed from the Wade's Arms, Poplar,
to the New Globe, Mile End Road,

Tar Lodge of Israel, the Joppa Chapter, and the Awnott Lodge of Mark
Masters, have all removed from Seyd’s Hotel, Finsbury-square, to Bro. Burrell's,
Bridge House Hotel,

TuE Lodge of Freedom, No, 91, and the Lodge of Sympathy, No, 709, Gravesend,
will meet at the Town Hall, Gravesend, on Monday, the 17th inst,, at half-past five
o'clock. The installation banquet, ab eight d'clock, will be provided by Bro.
Richard Watson, of the Belle Vue Tavern, who has just become the proprietor of
the Freemasons’ Tavern adjoining the Town Hall,

THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND THE CRAFT,

Ox Thursday last, 2 meeting, convened by Bro. Warren, and attended by many
influential members of the Order, was held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, for the
purpose of considering the present situation of the Craft with regard to Masonic
publications, Amongst those present we noticed, Bros. T, H. Hall, Prov. .M. for
Cambridgeshire ; ¥, Roxburgh, G. Reg. ; Pulteney Scott, S.G.D. ; Havers, P.S.G.D,;
J. B. King, P.J.G.D.; Jemnings, G.D.C.; J. L. Evans, P.G.5.B.; J. Masson, P.G.8.B,
A. A, Le Vean, P.G.8.B.; Diplock ; H. G. Warren; C. Hutton Gregory ; Warring-
ton; Hyde Clarke; Beaumont; C. Locock Webb; Freeman; F. Slight; N. Brad-
ford; L. S. Snell; the Rev. C. Dickingon; Algernon Perkins; R. Warner
Wheeler, &e., &e.

Clommunications were received from many other well known Brothren, regretting
their inability to abbend, and signifying their willingness to share in the objects of
the meeting. :

The Senior Grand Officer present, Bro, T H, Hall, Prov. G2 for Cambridgeshire,
having been requested to take the chair, addressed the meeting, and stated that
the object for which it had been ealled,was to consider the best means of esta-
blishing or supporting a periodical publication connected with Freemasonry, which
should be conducted in an independent and impartial spirit, and should give a
truthful report of such proceedings as might be proper to be published.

The following resolution having been moved and seconded, was carried
unanimously i—
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1. “That in the opinion of this meeting, it is indispensable thab the Craft shonld
possess an independent, truthful, and temperately conducted journal.”

Bro, Warren, ab the request of the meeting, entered into an explanation of the
financial position of the Freemasons' Mugazine, of his own connexion with it, and
25 to the manner in which it had been conducted whilst under his management;
and stated the general principles which he desived to carry out to render the

Magazine the organ of the Craft,

Many questions were pub to Bro. Warren, and satisfactorily replied to; and
after a discussion, in which many Brethren took part, the following resolutions weve
proposed seriatim, and carried unanimously :—

9. “That this meeting approves of the manmer in which the Fyeemasons’
Magazine has been couducted of late, and considers it worthy of the support of
the Craft.”

3. ¢ Having reference to the explanation now given by the Tditor as to the
losses which he has incurred in carrying on the Magazine, this meeting—with the
view of securing its continuance, but without in any way fettering the independence
of its management, and under the conviction that the journal will continue to be
conducted in a fair and impartial manuer—resolves to enter into a subseription,
with the view, as far as possible, of enabling the Editor to meet such losses ; and the
Brethren present pledge themselves to use their influence in increasing the number
of annual subscribers, both amongst Lodges and the Brethren generally.”

4. *“That Bro. Algernon Perkins be requested to act as Treasurer to the fund
about to be raised.” .

5. “That Bro. C. Lecock Webb, P.M., No. 4; Bro, I S, Suell, P.M.,, No. 5;
Bro. Fred. Slight; P.M., No. 109; Bro. Chas. Hutton Gregory, P.M., No 233, and
Bro. C. Beaumont, P.3L., No. 661, be nominated a Committee to act with the
T'reasurer, in collecting and applying the funds about o be raised, in conformity
with the foregoing resolutions”

B, “That the thanks of the meeting he given to Bro, Hall, for his kindness in
taking the chair.”

A subscription list was then opened, and a sum of about £130 contributed in the
“room. If was agreed that subseriptions should be paid to the Treaswrey, to any

member of the Committec; or to i
DBro, I, 8. Snell, Hon, Secretary, 27, Albemarle-street, Piceadilly, W,

METROPOLITAN.

APPOINTMENTS.

Wednesday, January 12¢h.—~Lodges, Fidelity (No. 8), Freemasons' Tavern; Enoch (11), ditto
Union of Waterloo (13), Freemasons’ Tavern, Woolwich; Kent (25), Uhree Puns, Southwark; Royal
Athelstan (19), George and Blue Boar; Royal Naval (70), Freemasons' Tavern; Vitruvian (103),
\VJutc Hart, College Street, Lambeth; Bastern' Star (112), New Globe, Mile Znd. Rond, Justice
(172), Royal Albert, New Cross Road, Deptford ; Pilgrim (259), Ship and Turtle; Belgrave (1051),
Gun Tavern, Pimlico.

T'hursday, 13th.~Todges, Friendship (8), Thatched House Tavern; Regularity (108), Free-
n}nspns’ ',{‘avem; Triendship (248), Ship and Turéle; Bank of England lg:ﬂ‘.)), Radley's Hotel;
Polish (778), Freemusons® Tavern; Canonbury (955), Canonbury Tavern, slington.

_Friday, 14¢h.—Lodges, Bedford (183), Freemasons’ Tavern; Union (195), London Tavern;
High Cross (1056), Railway Hotel, Northumberland Park, Tottenham.

Saturday, 15th.~Lodge, Honour and Generosity (194), London Tavern.

‘Mandu_:/, 17¢k.~Lodges, Grand Master's (No. 1), Freemasons® Iavern ; Emulation (21), Albion
éllxé\qix)'n,b l«‘elx;‘xty (G('i)s,t qudﬁu T:;vern; I'ranquillity (218), Brid e Honse Hotel; Panmure
Uz), owan Tavern, Stockwell, Chapter.~Prudence (12), Ship and Turtle, Quarterly Meeti
of Boys' School, at 12, ? (12 Shi @ v TectiE
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Tuesduy, 18th.~Lodges, O1d Union (54), Radley’s Hotel; ount Lebanon (87), Greon Man
Tooley Street; Cadogan (188), Freomasons’ Tavern; St. Paul’s (220), London Cofieo House
Camden (1006), Assembly House, Kentish Town, ~Chapter—DMount Sinai (40), Anderfon’s
Hotel. Doard of General Purposes, at 3.

Wednesday, 19¢h.—Lodges, Grand Stewards, Freemasons' Tavern; Royal York (7), dittos
United Mariners (33), Three Tuns, Southwark; St. George's (164), Royal Hotel, Greenwich;
Sincerity (203), Cheshire Cheese, Crutched Fyiars; Qak (225), Radley’s Hotel; Nelson (1002),
Red Lion, Woolwich. General Committes of Grand Chapter, at 3; Lodge of Benevolenee, at 7.

Thursday, 20th~-Lodges, Globe (23), Freemasons' Tavern; Gihon (57), Bridee House IHotel 5
Constitutional (63), Ship and Turtle; Bt Mary's (76), Frecmasons’ Tayern; Temperance (198),
Plough Tavern, Rotherhithe ; Manchester (209),7Anderton’s Hotel; Westhowrne (1035), Manoyr
House, Westhonrne Terrace North, Chapter.—Yarborough (812), George Inn, Commereial
Road Bast. House Committee Girls’ School, at 23,

Priday, 23st.—Lodges, Middlesex (176) Thatohed Honse Tavern; Jordan (237), ¥reemasons
Tavern.
Saturday, 22nd—~Lodges, Unity (215), London Taverns Chapler—8t, George's (3), Tree-
nasons' Tavern, ;
[The appointments of Lodges of Instyuction will appear in the last nuinber of each month.]

————

Arsion Lobes, (No, 9),—The anmual mecting of this Lodge took place on
Tuesday, Jan. 4th, upwards of forty Brothers being present. Bro, Perryman, W.M.,
opened the Liodge in due form, and Bro, Bailey was passed to the second degrec,
The .M. then resigned his seabto Bro. Cant, .M. and father of the Lodge—who
proceeded with the coremony of installation. Bro. Moring was then introduced by
the retiring Master, and impressively installed into the chair, The now WM. ap-
pointed the officers, as follows :—Bro. Hughes, 3.W.; Bro. W. Knight, J.W.; Bro.
Young, S.D.; Bro. Abhatt, J.D.; Bro. Brown, LG. Pros. Charles Lee and Rack-
straw were also invested as LTrcasurer and Sceretary. Lodge having been closed
in solemn form, the Brethren retived from labour fo refreshment. Bro, Moring
presiding, supported on the right by the visitors, amongst whom were Bros, Perven,
P.M,, No. 118; Rense, ditto; Bern, No. 535; Chancellor, No, 955; Beuler, No,
215 ; Young, PAL, No. 237 ; and on the left by P.Ms. Bros. Perryman, J. Burton,
(Geo, Friend, Cant, Valentine, and Lee. Upon the removal of the cloth, the .1
proposed the first toash of the evening “ The Queen and Craft. This was followed
by the toasts of ¢ The Kavlof Zetland” and “Lord Panwwure,” which were given with
the customary honours. The next toast was that of ¢ The Visitors"—rveplied to
by Bro. Perren. The W.M. said a pleasing duty now devolved upon him, that of
proposing the health of their much esteemed Pagt Master, Bro. Cant, the fathev
of the Lodge, who had that night performed the beautiful ceremony of installation
in 2 manner to refleet Justre upon the Lodge. Bro. Cant was one of the most distin-
guished members of the Order, he being one of the nine worthies appointed in 1813
to arrange the union of the York and Athol Masons. Bro. Cant was (witli the ex-
ception of Bro. White, the late Grand Secretary) the oldest and nearly the last of
those worthies. It was an.honour to have such 2 man associated with their Lodge.
He would conclude by calling upon them to drink the health of Bro. Cant with
the ususl honours. The worthy P.AL briefly replied.  The “Masters,” the ¢ Past
Masters,” “ Officers,” &c.,, wore toasted and suitably acknowledged, the concluding
toast being the * Masonic Charities,” coupled as usual with the name of Bro, Burton,
who said that he felt considerable pleasure in having his name associated with that
toast. He had served the charities upon five occasions, and now he was about to
act as steward for the Royal Benevolent Institution for Aged Masons and their
Widows, and trusted to be well supported on the 26th instant ; it had always been
his pleasure to represent No. 9 when serving the charities, it being his mother
Lodge, although he had been favoured with high offices in other Lodges. In con-
clusion, he must again nrge the assistance of the Brethren at the approaching les-
tival, feeliug that the Benevolent Institubion was move in need of aid at the pre-
sent time than perhaps any of the other eharities connected with the Order. Bros,
Wood Banks -and Miss Ada Thylor added by their singing to the enjoyment of the
evening,
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Eavprran Lopar (No. 29).~—This old established Lodge, having no connection
with the spurious system of Egyptian Masonry devised by Cagliostro, and alluded.
toin the last number of the Precmasons’ Magazine, held its first meeting for the
present year af the George and Blue Boar, Holhorn, on the 6th instant. At the
primary meeting in each year it has been the custom of the Egyptian Lodge to
instal its W.AL, for the ensuing yeav, and on this occasion, as well as very many
former ones, the task was kindly undertaken by the worthy Bro. John Savage, an
honovary member of the Lodge, who, punctually to his time, assumed the chair
and openced the Lodge. The preliminary business was confined to reading and
confirming the minutes of the previous Lodge, and balloting for Bro. Matthew
Cooke, late of No, 955, as a joining- member, which ballot was unanimously in his
favour. Bro. Savage then proceeded with the installation, and in his brotherly and
unassuming way, kindly prompted the nervous without embarassing them. In the
installation he was assisted by seven other P.Ms., whose names appear helow in the
proceedings ab the banquet. The choice of the Lodge having unanimously fallen
on the late S.W., Bro. Chas. H. Gough, he was, by Bro. Savage duly installed W.M,,
with ail the traditional honours of the Craft, and proceeded to appoint his officers
as follows :—Bros. W Chidzey, 8.W.; W. D. Eves, J.W.; B. P. Todd, P.M,, re-
invested Treasurer; M. G. Buss, P.M, re-invested Secretary ; C. B. Payue, 8.D.;
S. H. Perry, J.D.; T1. F. Hoare, LG, ; and the veteran Rice, re-appointed as Tyler.
Before closing the Lodge, Bro. Buss, the worthy Secretary, submitted a notice of
motion to change the first meeting and installation from the month of J; anuary to
that of February, as on the present oceasion, and on previous occt}sions, owing to
a very numerous party assembling in the large and commodious Lodge-room, the
Tigyptian had Dbeen forced to assemble in a much smaller apartment, scavcely
adequate to the occasion. This, and the closing, having brought- the business of
the day to an end, the Brethren adjourned to the banquet, at which the following
Brethren were present as visitors -—Bros, Farafield, Assist. G. Sec.; Smith, G.
Purst ; Hill, W.M,, No, 966 ; R. M. Smith, W.M., No. 1044; A. P. Chamberlain,
(from the United States) of the Lodge Clément Amitié at Paris; I\ Bolm, P.M,
No, 201 and 966; J, Brett, P.M,, No. 206; W. . Jennings, No. 196 ; John Lane,
No. 219; J. Dyer, No. 237 ; J. Willis, and . Driver, both of No. 955. After the
routine toasts had been disposed of, several capital speeches were made, the chief
point of interest in that of Bro. Savage being his early connection with the
Bgyptian Lodge, which ho was proud of being an honorary member of, as from it
he {ivsf entered Grand Lodge in the chavacter of J.W. of No. 29, in the year 1838,
His reception was all that could be desired from the Brethren, who look up to
him as one shedding a lustre on their Lodge. Bro. Smith also very happily alluded
to the perfect harmony and goodwill which seemed to provail among the Brothers
of the Bgyytian Lodge. Bro. Farnfield most ably and eloquently plended the
cause of the Masonic charities. He gave an interesting 7esumé of the history and
uses of each, generously applanding the good they individually did in their re-
spective spheres, and urging the claims all and every one had to the sympathy of
the Craft, Various other toasts were proposed and heartily vesponded to.
Some very good songs were sung by Bros, Lane, ives, and Chamberlain, and the
Lodge broke up, after the Tyler's foast, in good time, each Brother, expressing
himself gratified with the evening's enjoyment,

Sr. AuBan’s Loner (No. 82),—The usual meeting was held on Monday, at the
London Coffeehouse, Bro. Samuel Nutt, W.M., in the chair. After two Brethred
had been passed, Bro. Nutt proceeded to instal Bro, Boards as .M. for the ensuing
year, assisted by Broz. Juo. Nelson, P.G.D.; Isaae Butt, M.P.; Hutchings,
Hyde Clavke, Simmonds, Cole, and other P.Ms. The W.M. appointed and invested
ag his officers, Bros. Simmonds, 8.W.; Dawes, J.W.; Spencer Hevepath, 3.D.;
Bowen, J.1. ; Dawes, Treas., and Nutt, See. The installabion wos performed in
an admirable manner by Bro, Nutt.

Srrone Man Loper (No. 53.)—The monthly meeting of this Lodge was held
on Thursday, January Gth, at the Masonic Hall, Fetter Lane, Bro. Codnor, W.M.,
presided ; Bro. Marvison, 8.V,, and Bro. Lumdy, J.W. The Lodge having beeu
opened in due form, Bro, Field was passed to the second degree and Bro, Thomas

3
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raised to the sublime degree of M.M. The business of the Lodge having been
disposed of, the Brethren adjourned for refreshment, and, after the cloth had been
drawn, the W.AL gave the usual loyal and Masonic toasts, which were duly
honoured, and the cvening was spent in great cordiality.

Rovar Jusrnen Lopce (No. 85).—This Lodge leld its annual mecting on
Monday, Jan. 3rd.  Bro. Lawson, W.M., having taken the chair, the minntes of
last meeting were read, and reeeived confivmation, ufter which the ceremony of
installation commenced, Bro. Thomas, P.M. of No, 742 (United Dilgrims) per-
forming the cevemony with greab ability, Bro. Frederick Clemow, who was
unanimously clected at the last meeting, for the position of W.ML, being inducted
to the chair of this Lodge. The officers appointed were Bro. Clout, §.W.; Bro, -
Lascelles, J.W.; Dro. Jumes, S.D.; (the appointment of J.D. deferrved); Bro.
Brandon, 1.Ch; DAL Bro. Corfield, Sceretary ; Bro, Rhodes having been re-clected
T'reasurer ab the previous mecting, was invested, as was also Bro. Young, Tyler.
Liodge business concluded, the Brethren adjourned to banquet, provided in Bro.
{lemow’s usual style. The new Master presided, and was well supported on the
lefs by P.Ms. Bros. Lawson, Corficld, Parr, Stroud, Nunn, Nunn, jun,, Haywad,

_and Rhbodes, and on the vight by several visitors, including Bros, Thomas, PO,
Brett, PO, 206, Stapylbon, 1055, Webb, 228, and G. Taylor, 778, TUpon the
removal of the elotl, the usual loyal and Masonic tousts followed, Bro. Clemow
introducing them with good taste. Bro. Thomas, in a neab speech, returned thanks
for the visitors, ussuring the Brethren of his readiness ab all times to perform any
ceremony in the Crafb with which he was conversant, as also to afford instruction
to Brethren requiring it, either at Lodges of Instruction, ov ab his private resi-
dence, feeling that knowledge was only entrusted to him 4o be dispensed whenever
vequired. Bro. Parr acknowledged the boast of “the P.AMS” in o most eloguent
oration, in which he showed the true value of Freemuasonry, urging the elaims of its
charities, and asserting that the Royal Jubilee Lodge had ever been amongst the
foremost in assisting those charitable institutions, which were the pride of, and an
honour to, the Order. The Master’s health was then proposed, and feclingly re-
sponded to by Bro. Clemow, who then proposed the Treasurer and Secretary. Bro.
Corfield replied, and said he had heen twenty-sevon years a Mason, having been
initiated hy the celebrated Deter Gilkes, who then fold him he had got into diffi-
culties, and the soouer he got oub of thew the better ; their present W.M. had got
him into « difficuly, bub he should remenber the adviee of the great Mason he
had alinded to, and geb out of it as quickly as possible. Bro. Corfield could not
conelude without expressiug his pleasure in having had the honour of being Secre-
tary to this Lodae for more than five and twenty years, and he hoped to retain it
until called by the Creat Avchitect to that “*bowrne from whence no traveller
veburns”  Several other toasts followed, and a pleasant cvening vesulted. several
songs being well sung by Bros. Hayward, Stroud, Webb, Nunn, jun., and G- Taylor,

Se. Lukes Loven (No. 168)—This very prosperons Lodge held its usual
monthly meeting, at the Commercial Hall, Chelses, on Monday, January Srd, pre-
sided over by Bro. Collard, P.1L, owing to the regretted abseuce of the W.AL from
indisposition, when Bro. Collard possed five Brethren to the second degree in
his usual masterly style. The Lodge voted two guineas as an annual sabseription
to the Royal Bencvolent Institution, and will be well vepresented at the festival
to take place for the above charity by Bro. Birch, 5.W. of the Lodge. Masonie
business being over, the Brothren refived to banquet. The visitors were Bros,
Couchman and Odell, of the Lodge of Faith. ’

Orp Coxcomp Lopes (Ne. 201)—The amnivorsary meeting of this Lodge was
held on Tuesday, January 4th, at the Frcemasons’ Tavern. Bro. Jackson, W.AL,
presided, supported by his officers and the following visitors :—Broz. J. S, S, Hop-
wood, J.G.D.; W. Farnficld, ;Assist. G. Sec.; Manley, Gihon, No. 57; Osborne,
P.M., Neptune, No, 22; Hooper, British, No. 8; Caplin, P.M,, La Tolerance, No,
784; Blackhurn, PAL, Globe, No. 23; Harper, Royal York; Blackburn, P.AL,
Prudent Brethren, No, 169 ; F. Young, Istael, No. 247 ; Collard, P.M., St. Luke's,
No. 168 ; Wode, Unions, No. 318 ; Wilson, Bedford, No. 183; Whiteman, Unions,
Ne. 318; Nunp, Caledonjan, No. 156: Davis, Fastern Star, No, 112; Crew,
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PM, No. 1; D Trwin, Industry, No. 219, &e. - The Lodge baving been opened in
due form by the W.M., Bro. Kennedy, I".M. and Treasurer, took the chair, and
raised Bro. Elliott to the degreo of M.M,, the ceremony being performed in Byo.
Kennedy's usual able manner. Bro. Dunbam was passed to the seeond degree, and
Messrs, Sinclair, Bryant, Crossley, and BEdmonds were initiated into the Order.
"The next business was the installation of Bro, Maney as W.M,, the ceremony being
ably performed by Bro. Kennedy, assisted by Bros. Emmens and Nicholson, and
with musical accompaniments, Bro. Wilson presiding at the harmonivw. The
W.AL appointed his officers as follows :—Bros. Swainston, S.W.; Rev. Bro. Laungh-
lin, JW,, and Senior Chaplain; Bros. Emmens, P.M., Secrctary; Waters, 8.D. ;
Hogg, J.D.; Davis, LG&.; Nicbolson, P.M., Dir. of Cers.; Bladon, Steward; and
Rev, Bro, Hales, Chaplain, Bro. Kennedy, P, was reinvested as Treasurer. The
W.M. said he had a most pleasing duty to perform, viz, 0 present Bro. Jackson,
their retiving W.AL, with a .M s jewel, which the Brethren had unanimously
voted to him, as a testimony upon their pat that he had done his duty, and in
placing that jewel upon his breast, he trusted that he might long live to wear it.
Bro, Jackson briefly returned thanks for the honour the Brethren bad conferred
upon him. The Lodge business having been disposed of, the Brethren adjourned,
and aboust eighty Brethren sat down to a most elegant banquet. The cloth having
been drawn, the WM. gave *The Queen and the Craft,” and © The health of the
MAW.CGLML, the Earl of Zetland,” which having been duly honoured, the W.M. gave
next “ Lord Paumure, D.CGLML, and the rest of the Grand Officers,” coupling with
the toast the names of Bros. Hopwood, Junior Grand Deacon, and Farnfield,
Assistant  Grand Secretary, and in doing so passed a warm eplogium on the
eminent qualities of Bro. Farnfield, whom he described as one of the most able and
efficient officers of Grand Lodge. He had the pleasure of being present at Grand
Lodge one evening, when Bro. Farnfield’s services were spoken of, and he must say
that he never heard such warm eulogiums passed upon any man as were conferred
upon him. As for Bro. Hopwood, he had known him for twenty years, as a good.
Mason, and, necessaily, as a good man, The toast was most enthusiastically
responded to. Bro. Hopwood said it was his pleasing duty, both on his own, and
that of Bro. Farnfield’s behalf, to acknowledge the toast which had been given by
the WML, and so cordially responded to by the Brethren, and he assured them that
the Deputy Grand Master, and the Grand Officers, were most auxious to maintain
the great landmarks of their Order in all their integrity; but above all things—and
he trogted in that they were not singular in the Craft—that their great and useful
charities should be fully maintained. It was not necessary that he should make a
long speech upon this subject, but at the same time he could not ferego the oppor-
funity, which was thus presented to him, of congratulating the Lodge ou the
elevation of his old friend on his left to the chair. He had known him for many
years as o neighbour and a gentleman highly respected. He had lived near him
for thirty years, and he believed there was no man in the parish who was more
truly respected. He was delighted at being present ab his installation, and higelf
and Bro. Farnfield Lad devived equal pleasure in witnessing the excellent working,
s they were grateful for the hospitality shown towards them, and he united with
him in wishing long continued prosperity to their Lodge. The W.M. said the next
toast was one that the Old Concord Lodge had always great pleasure in dvinking,
and it was that of “The Visitors,” coupling with it the name of Bro. Crew, the
Secretary to the Girls School.  Bro. Crew, in an eloquent speech, returned thanks
on the part of the visitors, reminding all preseut that throughout all their proceed-
ings their distingnishing characteristic was charity., The W.M. next gave “The
Initiates,” for which Bro, Sinclair returned thanks on behalf of himself and fellow
apprentices. Bro. Jackson, P.M., in proposing the health of the W.M,, said he was
pleased to see him in the chair, particularly on account of his great abilities in
working, for Bro. Maney was capable of going through all the degrees, and carrying
out the Masonic duties of the Lodge. When he (Bro. Jackson) was elected,
he was not unmindtul of the great duties he had to perform, and he onght, perhaps,
to have declined going into the chair for a year or two, so as to become better
acquainted with them ; but, like many more, he was ambitious, and, indeed, he had
not heen in the chair five miutifes, when he regretied having taking it, as he found
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many more capable of filling it than himself. Still he found their P.Ms, able and
willing to render him every assistance. The W.M, returned thanks for the kind
manner in which Bro, Jackson had proposed his name, and to the Brethren for the
cordiality with which they had responded to the proposition. From the first time
le entered the Lodge, he was impressed with the excellence of its working, and
that, in the year 1854, induced him fo join it. He had since that time always
entertained an earnest ambition to gain the position he now oecupied.
Tn conclusion, he thanked them most sincerely for having placed him in that posi-
tion, and for the handsome manuer in which they had responded to the toast which
had been proposed. The W.M. next gave “Bro. Kennedy, the Treasurer of the
Todge” Bro. Kennedy acknowledged the compliment, and after alluding to the
very satisfactory state of the finances, said he hoped many years to give them, as
P.M. of the Lodge, if not ag Treasurer, the same satisfaction he had hitherto done,
The W.M. gave “ The Health of Bro. Emmens, their Secretary.” Bro. Emmens,
in responding to the toast, said he had just completed his eighteen years’ service
as their Secretary, and that they had been appreciated, the very liberal and hand-
some proposition made at the last Lodge, ought to convinee every Brother,
Services would be acknowledged if they only did what every Brother onght to do,
and that was his duty, to the satisfaction of himself and the honour of his Lodge,
Tt was now twenty-one years ago, on the very same day of the month, that he was
tustalled into the chair in that Lodge, and it was more singular still that the vevy
Brother who installed him info that distinguished office, was present that e\'enin'g
—he meant Bro. Farnfield—and he now took the opportunity of thanking him on
on account of that Lodge, for the kind and courteous manner he had at all times
been willing to afford information to him, when attending to support any of their
Masonic institutions. The W.M. gave “ The Chaplains of the Lodge.” Bro., the
Rev. J. Laughlin, J.W. and S, Chaplain, said thab whatever credit or diseredit
shere was in his appointment to the office of J.3V, rested with the W.MM. ; but, for
his own part, he had set his sign manual to their principles, for they were those of
true religion, plety, and virtue, which it might be useful that the outer world
should know something about. As a clergyman of the Church of Iingland, he had
been five years amongst them, and from the first moment he enteved he became
more and more satisfied with himself at the step be had then taken, for he had
never seen anything in Masonry that he could object to, and felt assured that the
better the man, the better the Mason, the better the Chuistian. Rverything he
saw inculeated principles of brotherly love and honounr, and taught them, as
Christians, how to live, and it also taught them how to die. Having alluded to
bis appointment as J.W., he said his great desire was to be a good working Mason,
for unless a man was 50, he was of but little use in a Lodge, for he would be like
the avchitect, who knew nothing of hewing stones, or the practical working of
Masonvy. For himself, he had entered heart and soul into it, and, although their
emblems were veiled in allegory they inculeated piety, virtue, science, and all
that was good {for mankind. The Rev. Bro. Hales, Chaplain, algo vesponded to the
_toast, and bore his testimony to the high character of their W.M. The healths of
the P.Ms, was given, which were responded $o by Bros. Jackson and Gurton; angd
several other toasts having been given, the Brethren separated, delighted with the
business of the evening.

Lonce or Jorea (No. 228).—The members of this numerous Lodge met on

. Monday, the 3rd of January, at the Albion Tavern, Aldersgate street, There was
- one passing and one raising. Mr. John Battle and Mr. K. L. Levey were initiated
into Masonry. Bro. Henry Harris was presented and duly installed W.M. by Bro,
Selig in a most impressive manner.  The W.ML appointed Bros, D, Marks, S.W,-
Drnker, J.W. ; L Levy, 8.D.; 8. V. Abeahams, .D.; P. Solomens, I.¢.  Bro, D

* - Moses was invested as Troasurer, and Bro. 8. Selig, Secvetary. A very splendid
gold jewel was presented to Bro. J. Phillips, in acknowledgment of his services ag
V.M. for the past year. The Brethren then adjourned to s very splendid banquet,
The cloth heing cleared, the W.M. proposed the toast of “ The Queen,” and after-
wards said T have now to propose “The lealth of the Right Hon, the Earl of
Zetland, M,W.G.M. of the Grand Lodge of England.” 1T feel a sincere pleasure
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to do honour to @ nobleman who has vendered such cfficient services to the Craft ;
many of the Brethren who aitend the Grand Lodge can bear testimony to the
ability with which our G.M. presides overit.  The WM. rose and said, the nest
toast I have to propose is, “The R.W. Lord Pannture, D,G.M. of the Grand Lodge
of England.” T am sure there is no one more it to fulfil the office of D.G.M. than
Lord Pamnuye.  Ile has always heen devoted to Masonic interests, a supporter of
the charities, and an advocate for the improvement and wellawve of the Craft,
The Secretary then read the report of the Joppa Benevolent Fund, which amounted
to £630, after deducting £50 that was voted to u Brother since the kst veport was
presented. The W.M. proposed “ Prosperity to the Joppa Benevolent Fund,”
which et with the response of a liberal subscription. Bro. Caustatt, the president
of the fund, returned thanks, e hoped they would excrb themselves for its con-.
tinued prosperity. The W.BL, in proposing ““ T'he Visitors,” adding the name of
Bro. M. Harvis, WM., of the Tranquillity, was glad that such a friendly fecling
existed bebween the two Lodges. Bro. Haris returned thauks for the visitors
Bros. P.M. Levy, 223 ; A, Levy, 223, late members, and several other Brethren.
The immediate P.M. proposed * The health of the W.A.,” who briefly returned
thanks. Several other toasts weve drunk, and responded to in the course of the
evening. There was some cxeellent singing by Bro. de Solla and others, and a very
Pleasant cvening was passed. : :

Perey Loves (No. 234,)—This Lodge held its regular mecting ab the Ship and
Turtle Tavern, Leadenhall-sirect, on Tuesday, the 14th of December, 1858, under
the presidency of the W.ML, Bro. Burrell, P.M., when Bro. Frederick Tyerinan,
3.W., was unanimously elected W.M. for the ensuing year. A report was received
from the committec relative to Bro. Key’s testimonial; and the Brethren ad-
journed to an excellent. banquet prepared for them by the host, Bro. Painter,
Awongst the visitors present we observed Bro. Hervey, P.8,G.D. ; Bro. Hast, and
Bro. Hunter.

Yausorovas Lobes (No. 812).—The anmual mecting of this Lodge was held on
Thursday, Jan. 66k, ab Bro. Willimns's, George Hotel, Commercial Road East. The
Lodge was opened at four o’clock, and Bro. W. J, Crisp, W.M., initiated Mr. W, J,
Brewer and Mr. Wm. Bromscomb. By the audit report, which shows a good
halance, it appeared that the receipls of the past year amounted to £425, and thub
£77 8s. had been paid as dues to the Grand Lodge. The Lodge out of thejr cha-
rity fund had paid the funeral expenses of the late Tyler, Bro. Hookey. Bro. J.
H. Wynne, P.M. and Treas,, then took the chair according to his wonted custom,
and Bro. 1, B, Hampton, 8.W., was prosented as the W.M. elect by Bro. John
Purdy, P.M,, for installation, which ceremony was fully performed. The following
Brethren were then appointed~—Bros. Samuel Vasey, 8.W.; Rev. D, Staboe, J.W.;
Bev. A. Douglas, Chaplain; A. R. James, Sce.; H. M. J. Guticrres, SD.; W.
Wright, §.D.; J.D. Cary, Dir. of Cers.; T, J. Middleton, LG. Bro. Wynne re-
elected Treasurer, and Bro. Speight, Tyler, were also invested, [t was newrly seven
o’clock erc the business was concluded, and the Brethren assembled ab the social
board, where, after duly honouring the loyal and Masonic toasts, the W.M."s Lealth
was proposed by Bro, Crisp, and grected with lond plaudits. The cause of the cha-
vities was eloquently wrged by Bro. 'L 18 Davis, P.0L, and especially the claims of
the Benevolent Institution to support. He said that more than thirty brethren and
widows were seeking its benefits, some of them for above ten years; such scandal
ought not to exist.  What would hecome of our hoasted tencts if these applicants
remained much longer without velief? He had’undertalen the stewardship ab the
approaching festival, and should nob be satisfied unless he was able to take up
£100 on his list. '
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NewBURY.—Loyal Berkshire Lodge of Hope (No, $39).—This Hourishing Lodge
held its annual meeting at the Three Tuns, Newbury, on Friday, January 7th, the
W.M., Bro. Astley, presiding. 'Ihe minutes of the preceding Lodge having been
read and confirmed, Bro. Farrow was examined as to his progress in the art, and
having answered the necessary questions, was raised to the degree of MM. The
'W.M. then initiated Capt. Vernon, of Hartingdon House, and his son, Douglas
Vernon, Mr. T. Parr and Dr, Palmer, in a very efficient manner. Bro. W. Watson
then took the chair and installed Bro. W. H. Cave for.the cnsuing year, who
appointed his officers as:follows:—Bros. Marr, S.W.; Dellar, J.W.; Cossens Sec.;
King, 8.D.; Hall, 3.D.; Sommerset, 1.G.  There were present as visiturs, Bros.
Jordan, from Reading, and Watson from London. All business béing ended, the
Brethren sat down to an excellent dinner, provided by Bro. Cossens. The usual
loyal and appropriate toasts were given by the W.M., Bro. Jordan, who returned
thanks for the visitors, and eongratulated the Lodge on its efficient working and
its prosperity as evinced by the initiation of four distinguished gentlemen of
the county on that day. Bro. Capt. Vernon in returning thanks for the initiates,
stated that he now appeared in a new character in veturning thanks for members
of a society whose motto was peace and universal benevolence; hitherto it had
been his frequent ot to return thanks for his brother officers in arms, or colleagues
in polities, hut he had far greater pleasure in thanking them for the kind way in
which he and his brother initiates had been received, and for the excellent precepts
which had been inculcated by the W.M. in the beautiful ceremonies of the day.
He bad often heard much good of Freemasonry, particularly as ameliorating the
evils of war; one instance he knew of his personal knowledge. During the war in
Calabria, when Murat was general of the French aymy, an officer of the 21st
Fusiliers was taken prisoner when on boat service. He was brought before Murat
surrounded by his staff; knowing the French general to be a Mason, he made a
sign, which was acknowledged; Murab ordered his staff’ to retive, and having
proved the officer a Mason, he gave orders that he should be exchanged as scon as
possible, though he previously ordered that no British officer should receive thai
privilege. The Brethren vetived at an early howr, much pleased, having spent a
happy evening.

BRISTOL.

ArroINTMENTS,—Lodyes.—Wednesday, January 19th, Colston (886), Frecmasons' Hall, ab 7 ;
Instruction.—Friday 21st, ditto, at 73,

CAMBRIDGESHIRE,
PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE.

On Monday last, the 10th instant, the aunual convoeation of the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Cambridgeshive was held at the Lion Hotel,: Cambridge, under
the presidency of the R.\V, Bro. Hall, Prov.G.), assisted by the Grand Officers of
the province.

The Prov. Grand Lodge having beeir opened in ample form, and the minutes of
the last convocation having heen read and confirmed,

The RW. the Prov. Grand Master said, that he bad this year convened the
Grand Lodge of his province ab an earlier period than usnai, because he was
unwilling that they should e delayed in expressing a strong feeling of confidence
in the integrity of the MLW. the Kaxl of Zetland, the Grand Master of England,
and of reprobation of the caJummious attacks which had been made upon him,
(Hear, hear). He was rejoiced on looking at the notice paper, to find that such a
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1obion was about to be submitted to them. He had fold them that ho had called
them earlier than usual; but he might add, that he would have summoned them
at cven an earlier date, were it not that he wished the holding of the Grand Lodge
of the province to coincide with the regular meeting of the Scientific Lodge—a
Lodge of which he was most deservedly proud, as he regarded it as an honowr tc
the province.

Bro. the lev. A R. Ward, Grand Chaplain of England, and D, Prov. G.AL, then
rose to move the following resolution, of which he had given notice :—

“ That the members of this Prov. Chand Lodge, viewing with indignation the
unfounded imputations on the M.W.Grand Master contained in the Masonic
Observer, desive to express their gratification at the manner in which his refutation
of these charges has been received by the Craft, their participation in the feelings
of confidence and attachment which were unequivocally demonstrated by the
Grand Lodge in September last, and their determination to support the Grand
Master in the performance of the duties of his high office,”

He said, “Brethren, the proposition which 1 have to bring forward velers to our
old Masonie friend and Chrand. Master the Earl of Zetland. In bringing it under
your notice I feel T shull best consult your wishes by being as brief as possible in
my observations; at the same time, I wish to state that, so anxious and so deter-
mined was I'that every Brother should be acquainted with the particulars of the
matber to which I am going to call your attention, that o fortnight ago I took the
trouble of sending to every Mason in the provinee a copy of the Hasonic Observer,
containing the calumny upon the Grand Master of which I complain, and also a copy
of the Freeimasons' Magazine—a publieation of a far different charagter—coutaining
the reply of the M. W, the Grand Master to that charge so bitterly weged against him,
I believe that every brother present has received those two publications, with the
exception of Bro. Ransom, Prov. (& Reg. and I can now only express thy regret
that they were not sent to him, or rather, that they should have remained in the
bands of the Worshipful Master of his Lodge without his presenting them in
proper time. Now, Brethren, T have to tell you—and I am sineerely sorry that
such is the case—that there has been for some time past what 1 may eall a party
in Masonry—a body of men who systematically oppose what they call * the exceus
tive” of Grand Lodge ; meaning thereby the views of the M. W, Grand Master and of
hiis warmest friends. It had been generally believed, that this Masonic clique was
connceted in some way with the provinee of Uxford, but the moment the know-
ledge of that fact reached the Oxford brethren, they assembled in Grand Lodge,
aud most emphatically denied that they had any sympathies in common witl the
views of the parties eonuected with the Masonic Observer. Theaccusation hrought
against the M.W.Grand Master in that publication was made six months ago.
No doubt you think that six months is a long space of time, but you should
* recollect that the Grand Lodge of England meets only oncein three months, so that
a considerable delay takes place in the settlement of questions of this kind. The
accusation which the Masonic Observer has brought against the Grand Master is this
-—I quote the publication itself; it says, *We had oceasion this time last year to
draw attention to the unblushing effroutery with which the principal appointments
in Grand Lodge were prostituted to political purposes, and we are sorry to be
compelled to occur to this very scandalous subjeet.” Now I do think that no
acensation could be brought forward so damaging to the Craft as that; for, by im-
peaching the integrity of the M.W. Grand Master, it completely upsets the
universality of the Order, DBut listen to the Earl of Zetland’s reply. 1 now read
to you the report of his lordship's speech at the Grand Lodge in September last:
as1b is reported in that excellent publication the Freemasons Magazine,

[The V.W. Brother here vead the speech of the M.W. Grand Master, whick will
he found i exteitso ab pp. 467 8 of o last volume (in the Maguzine of Sep. 8),
in which his lordship indignantly denied the imputations of the Masonic Observer,
and eloquently defended his conduct and poliey in the government of the Order.]

“‘Attheconclusion of this speech, the acclamations,’ we read, were unprecedented.”
In fact a scene ook place which those who were then in Grand Todge can never
forget. The object of my motion is, that our Provincial Grand Lodge should
endorse the opinion of the Grand Lodge of England. I must detain you for one
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minute longer. The members of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Cambridge must feel
that they have a personal interest in the question. We all recollect that on the
day when we celebrated the hundredth anniversary of the Scientific Lodge, Lord
Zettand, ab great inconvenience to himself, attended our mecting and showed
himself kind, couvteous, and agreeable to us all, As his lordship’s private friends,
then, I ask you to support him in maintaining the dignity of the Grand Master's
chair, and I will by and Dy state other grounds why you should do so. The
province of Oxford has emphatically oxpressed its disapproval of the calumnies
with which his lordship has been assailed; and all I now ask is, that Cambridge
shonld not be behindhand in following that example. Onc thing brought forward
by the cligue to which I have referved, as a complaint against the M. W. Grand Master
is, that he did not appoint the Farl of Carnarvon to the office of S.GLW. Butwho
was appointed to that office—the Earl of Durham—a nobleman initiated in one of
the Lodges of this provinee (the Secientific) and of which, to this moment, ke con-
tinues amember. This is another strong reason why we should support the M.V,
Grand Master. We do not offer any objection to the Earlof Carnarvon, forwe believe
him to be a good and excellent Mason, but we do deny thab politics at all interfered
in the selection of the Earl of Durham in preference to him. This is not the
proper place to speak of politics, for such topies ought to be excluded from every
Masonic Lodge. But those who know my political views know that they are dia-
metrically opposed to those of the Grand Master—and yet he appointed me one of
the Grand Chaplains. That does not look like a political animus. What T have
put before you I have stated in plain, straightforward language, and I now call
upon you to support the dignity of the Grand Master, as it is your Masenic duty to do
when you find that he is anonymously attacked.” The Rev. and V.W. Brother con-
cluded his address in the terms of his motion.

Bro. Baxter, P.8.GLW., seconded the motiou, and in doing so, said he’ had
known his lordship for many years, both as a Mason and as a citizen of the world,
having fivst made his acquaintance when he was a member of the university}; and
be was sure he carried with him into the government of the Craft those cstimable
qualities by which he was distinguished in private life. The motion was then pub
from the chair and carried by acclamation.

Bro. Ward then moved “That the R.W. Prov. Grand HMaster be requested to
communicate to his lordship the vote of the Prov. Grand Lodge,” and Bro. Baxter
having seconded the resolution it was unanimously agreed to.

The R.W.Prov. .M. said,he most cordially approved of the course which the
Provincial Grand Lodge had taken in this matter, and should have great pleasure
in conveying to Lord Zetland the votes to which they had been pleased to agree.

Some conversation then took place with respect to the officers of No, 105 being
refused admittance to Grand Lodge of England, under the allegation of no return
being made, whereas the Treasurer was most punctual in forwarding the Grand
Lodge fees. The R.W.Prov.G.M. stated, that he should inquire into the occasion
of the obstruction. He also, in reply to the question of a Brother, stated that he
should institute a friendly inquiry into the present state of the School of Plato
Liodge, with the view of preventing that old and honoured Lodge being erased
from the vegister of the Grand Lodge.

He then appointed the following Brethren his Prov. G. Officers for the cnsuing
year:—Bros. J. Deighton, W.ML, 645, 8.G.W. ; Wesbmoreland, W.M., 105, J .G,
Ransom, 105, (. Reg.; Bdwards, 105, G. Sec.; Hall, 105, S.G.D. 5 Stretton, 645,
Prov. G.1D.; Beales, 105, ¢.8.B.; King, 105, Dir. Cers.; Owen Jones, 105 and 643,
G: Treas.; the Bros. Collier, G Tylers.

The Lodge was then closed in due and ancient form,

In the evening, the Brethren of the Provineial Grand Lodge banqueted together
under the able presidency of Bro. Westmoreland, and passed a most agreeable
evening, to the harmony of which Bros. Jones, Sparrow, Smith, and Fuller greatly
contributed.

Cansripge—>Seicitific Lodge (No. 105).—A. meeting of this Lodge was beld on
Monday the 10th inst,, when the W.L, Bro. Gulley, Fellow of King’s College, initi-
ated Mr. A, Fuller (brother of one of the most esteemed of the host of Past Masters
belonging to this most influential Lodge), and Mr, Haclord, a gentleman connected
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with the university, into the mystevies of the Order. At the conclusion of this
portion of the ceremonies Bro. Gulley vacated the chair, his yeai: of office having
expired ; when, on the motion of the Rev. Bro. Ward of t. Johu's College, Deputy
Prov. G.M., aud one of the Grand Chaplains of the Grand Lodge of ¥Free and
Accepted ] Masons of Bogland, Bro. Baxter, P.M., was catled to preside over the Lodge:
Bro. Baxter on taking his, scat informed the Brethren that ib was from bime in-
memorial an established etistom among Masons for cach Lodge at a stated period
once in every twelve months to select from among themselves a skilled Cr aftsman,
who had filled the office of Warden in a regular Lodﬂc, to preside over them in the
capacity of Master for the ensuing twelve months, and as he understood the mem-
bers of the Lodge had chosen such o Brother, he was ab once preparved to confer
upon him the benefit of installation. The imuwediate P.M, Bro. Gulley, then
presented the S.W., Bro. Westmoreland, Fellow of Jesus College to the acting
V.M. as the choice of the Lodge, whezeupon that brother was installed by Bro. Baxter
into the chair of King Solomon, in a style of cxcellence well worthy of imitation.
At the conclusion of this infevesting ceremony the newly elected Master made
the following disposition of the offices of the Lodge for the ensuing twelve months :
-—Bro. l’muv(ﬂ of Trinity Hall, ZL.D., 8.W. ; Bro. C. W. ‘\I'udlm JW.; Bro. C.
J. Jones, P.M., Treasurer ; Bm . Smlth 6(,(,1 etary ; Bro. Bealcs, S. D Br. C
. (layd(m, J.D.; Bro. Cresp, D.M, Stew‘ud Bro. Bentloy, P.M,, Dir Cus Bro.
T. 1r, Fowler, LG, ; and Bros. J. and 1. Colhm Tylers. After the appolntm*nt and
juvestiture of the’ officers, the Lodge was closed down i in the three degrees, and
declared adjourned until the seeond Monday in February, emergency excepted.

CHESHIRE, )
Avrointauyys.—Lodyges.—~Wednesduy, January 19th, Zetland (782), \[onk’s Zbex‘x'y Hotel,
Birkenhead, at 45 Thursday 20th, Unify (834), Maccl fiold A Arms, M el Industry
(465), D Norfolk Axms, Hyde, ot 7; Combermere (350), Seacombe Hotel Soacombe, at 5.
CORNWALL,

ATPPOINTMENTS,— Lody Jcs.-—-Mnmlu), ‘January 17th, Phenix of Honour and Prudence (415),
Masonic Roows, Trure, at 7; Wednesday, 19th, Cornubian (659), Crotch’s Hotel, Haylo, at 7;
- Peace and Harmony (7 36),1)\mn3 Hotel, 8¢, J\\mtcl ab 6.

DERBYSHIRE.
ArroiNTMENT.~Lodye.—~Monday, January 17¢h, Devoushire (905), Norfolk Arms, Glossop,
at 7.

DEVONSHIRE.

ArporNTMERTS,—Lodye.—~Tuesday, Fanuary 18th, Cll.mty (270), King’s;Avms Hotel, I’l_ymouth
ab 7. Chapter—Bedford (351), Lrivate Roowms, Tuvistoek at 7.

DORSETSHIRE.

AvrorsTuENT.— Lodge—~Wednesdey, Junuavy 19th, Amity (No, 160), Private Room, Poole,
at 73

Bruvrowt,—St. Mary's Loclyc (No. 1,009).~The members of this Lodge held
their annual mecting on Dec. 27. 1In the absence of the W.M., the Brethren
requested Bro. Collard, P.3., 168 (and also an honorary member of this Lodge), to
undertake the duties of the uhan‘, and were afterwards pleased to express their grati:
fication ab the impressive manner with: whichhe initiated o candidate into the mys-
teries of the Cralt, in which ceremony he was well supported by the officers—Bros.
Cosens, 8.W.; Manley, JAWV.; Dunham, 3D, ; Hounscll, J.D. At the banguet which
followed, harmony and good fellowship were the characteristic features of the
evening.

DURHAM.
APPOINTMENT.~Ladge.~Monday, Janvary 17th, Borongh (614), Grey Horse, Gatoshead, ab 7.

, GLOUCESTERSHIRE,
ArroINTMENT,~Lodye~Mondsy, January 17th, Cofteswold (862), Ram Hotel, Cirencester,
atb 04,
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CHELTENHAM.~Royal Union Lodge (No, 307)~On Wednesday, the 5th inst. -
bhe festival of St. John the Evangelist was celebrated by this Lodge, at the
Masonic Hall, Cheltenham. The Lodge was opened by Bro. Williams, W.M., and
immediately after the confirmation of the minutes of the last Lodge, the W.M.
clect, Bro. Shirer, Prov, Grand Purs., Gloucestershire, was installed in the ancient
form by Bro. Bennett, P.M., Nos. 849 and 779, P. Prov. G.S.W.,Worcestershire. The
ceremony was performed in a manner that elicited the warmest approbation of all
the Brethren present. T'he W.ML then took the chair, and proceeded to appoint
the following ofticers :—Bro, Power, S.W.; Bro. Tovey, J.W.; Bro. Wallace,
Treasurer ; Bro. Potter, Secretary ; Bro. Ward, 8.D.; Bro. Frimumer, J.D.; Bro.
Hodge, L.G. ; Bro. Wigins, Tyler. It was proposed by Bro. Alex, seconded by
Bro. Power, and carried unanimously, that a Warden's jewel be presented by the
Lodge to Bro. Shipton, as a mark of respect from the Brethren, prior to his pro-
Jjected departure from the neighbourhood. Ou the conclusion of the business of
the Lodge, the Brethren adjourned to the banqueting hall, where a most sump-
tuous banquet was provided by Bro. Phillips. The chair was taken by the W.AL,
- supported on his right by the installing Master, Bro. Bennett; the Rev. George
Roberts, Prov. G. Chap. of Monmoutshire; Bro. Collins, W.M., No. 7, P.)., No.
420, and Past Prov. G.R., Wilts; and Bro. Humphrey, No. 408 ; and on his left
by Bro. Brandon, P.M., Past Prov. G.J.W., CGloucestershire; and Bro. J. Brook
Smith, .M., Past Prov. G.S.W., Gloucestershire. After the usual loyal and
Masonic toasts had been given, the W.M. proposed **‘Phe health of the Visiting
Brethren,” coupling therewith the name of the Rev. George Roberts, to which
that gentleman vesponded in an able speech, in which he alluded in ecloquent
terms to the satisfactory progress made by Masonry during the last few years in
the provinces of Gloucestershive, Monmouthshive, and South Wales. Several
songs of a high character enlivened the evening, the festivities of which were
prolonged until a late hour, when the Brethren separated with those warm feelings
of brotherly love and amity, which such meetings ave so well calculated to pro-
mote. - We may add that the names of two gentlemen were proposed as candi-
dates for admission into this ancient Ovder, and we congratulate the W.M. on the
prespect which his year of office in this flourishing Lodge presents to him,

HAMPSHIRE.,
- AprornTacuNg—Lodyes.—Wednesday, J anuary 19th, Royal Sussex (428), Frecmasous’ Halt,
Portsea, at 7; Thursday, 20th, Southamptoa (555), Freemasons' Hall, Southampton, at 7.
Chapter~Wednesday, 19th, Beonomy (90), Black Swan, Winchester, at 7.

HERTFORDSHIRE.
ArpoINTMENT.—Lodge~Tuesday, January 18th, Hertford (571), Shive Hall, Hertford, at 14

Burxuaxesrean— Berkhempsiead Lodge (No. 742)—There was a good abben-
dance of the brethren on Wednesday, January 5th, at the King’s Arms Hotel,
it being the installation festival. Bro. John Webber, W.M.; Bro. T. J.
Barriuger as 8.W.; Bro. J. How as J.W. The minutes of the previous Lodge
were vead and confivmed, and the finances showed a healthy aspect. Bros.
Buteher, Gurdon, Hart, and Stevenson, were raised to the third degree. The
Lodge having been resumed in the sccond degree, Bro. F. M, Shugar, the W.JL
elect, was presented by Bro. Rev, F. B. Harvey, P.M, and duly installed by Bro.
Henry Isancs. The W.M, baving been proclaimed, appointed and invested as his
oficers, Bro. I 3. Barringer, S.W. ; Bro. H. G Lane, J.W.; Bro. C. H. Law, Sec. ;
Bro. James Burton, S.D.; Bro, H. Norman, J.D.; and Bro, Shearman, I.G-; Bro.
John Lane, Treas., and Bro, Thomas, Tyler, were also invested. The business being
concluded, the brethren adjourned to banquet. Bro. John Sedgwick, Prov. G Sec.;
Bro. C. Davey, Prov. G.8.DD.; Bro, J. How, Prov. G.I.(.; Bro. H. Garrod, No. 11,
and Bro, Quellhorst, were visitors. The Prov. G.M. has heen pleased to confer on
Bro. Henry Isanes the office of Prov. (. Organist.

Lo KENT,
AreoININENTs.—Lodyes—~Monday, Japuary 17th, Lodge of Freedom (91), and Sympathy

(709), Town Hall, Gravesend, at 5} ;* Wedunesday, January 10th, Royel Nayat (621}, Royal Hotel
Rzzmégate, at 7; Friday, 215%, Um?ou(149), King's Head, Marg:;,tc, at 7 h» Bog ’
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LANCASHIRE (BAST).

ArroiNrsENTs— Lodges—~Weduesday, Jauuary 19th, Lintestone Roele (481}, Browalow Aumns,
Clithero, at 7; St. John’s (268), Commercial Hotel, Bolton, at 6% ; Faith (847), New lun, Open-
shaw, at 7; Friday, 21st, Virtue (177), Masonic Rooms, Manchester, at 6. Mark.~Faith (1. 1),
Openshaw, st 3. Encampment.~Friday, 21st, St. George, Angel, Oldham, at 7.

LANCASHIRE (WEST).

Aspoisenenms—Lodges.—Tuesday, Jonnavy 18th, Sefton (980), Queen’s Hotel, Waterloo,
ab 65 Thursday, 20th, Ancient Union (245), Masonic Hall, Liverpool, at 6; Friday, 21st, Mari-
ners (310). Instruction—Ditto, at 7.  Chapter.—Monday, 17th, Jerusalem (35), Adelphi Hotel,
Liverpool, at 4; Wednesday, 19th, Unity and Perseverance.

Garsrox.—Lodge of Harmony (No. 267).—This Lodge held o meeting at the
Wellington Hotel, on Monday, Jan. 3rd, 1859, the W.M., Bro. Holme, initiated
Messrs. Hewit and Wm. Woods into the mysteries of the Order. Bro. C. J. Banistor,
DM, passed Bros, Wrenn, Gaskell, Morrison, and John Woods to the second degree.
After voting two pounds oub of the poor box to the widow of a Mason, the Brethren
retived to the new hanqueting room, and spent a happy evening.  Visitors,—Bros.
Allender, Atcherley, Walter, and Greaves, from Lodge No. 368; Venton, No. 950 ;
Rothwell, No.. 3, Kingston, Canada, with about thirty of the members of the
Lodge.

Livegroov.—Mariners Lodye (No. 310).—This Lodge met ab the Temple, Hope-
sbreet, Taverpool, on Thursday, Jannary 6th, Bros. Pepper, PM., as W.M. ; Lester,
SW.; Banister, P.M., as /W, ; Swift, 3.D.; Hawrison, 8.D. Bro. James Huwmer,
Prov, Gt Dir. of Cers., passed Bro. Josh. Thompson to the Fellow Craft degrce.
Your gentlemen were proposed for initiation and two as joining members. There
were present, Bros: Wylie, Prov. G. Sec.; Kdwards, Prov, G. Reg. ; Maddox, Prov.
S.6.W,, and o fair attendance of the Brethren, members of the Lodge, and visitors,
The business finished; the Brethren adjourned to refreshment, and spent a very
agreeable hour. )

INSTRUCTION, v

The Lodge of Instruction, under the sanction of this Lodge, meb oun Friday,
dan. Tth, 1859, at the Temple, Hope-street. Af the last meeting it was arvanged
thab Bro, Pepper, P.M., should write to Bro. Lord Skelmersdale, inviting him to
become patron of the Lodge, and honorary member. Bro., Pepper read a letter
from lis Lovdship, in which he accepts the invitation, and considers that Lodges of
Instruction are the best means of preserving that uniformity of working which is
50 desivable. Bro. Phillips was clected to the chair, and opened and closed in the
three degrees.  Bros. Pepyer, P.M. ; Banister, P.M.; Caldwell, Green, and May,
worked the sections in the fivst degree, Bro. Caldwell putting the questions. This
Lodge meets regularly on the first and thivd Friday in each month, and is appre-
ciated by the Brethren of West Lancashire.

LEICESTERSHIRE.

ArporNeMENT. —Lodge,~Wednesday, January 19th, John of Gaunt (766), Three Crowns,
Leicester, at 7. .

LINCOLNSHIRE.
Arporyrarxt.—Lodge—Wednesday, January 19th, Lindsey (1014), Public Buildings, Louik,
ab 6.

MONMOUTHSHIRE.

Newrorr.—Silurimn Lodge (No. 693).—0un St. John's day, Deec. 27tlh, the mem-
bers of this Lodge dined at the Westgate Hotel, according to annual custom.  Bro.
W. Pickford, W.AL, presided, and there were thivty-six Brethren present. A long
list of toasts was provided for the evening, which were pleasingly given, and done
full honour to.  The following are the officers for the year :—Bros. Wm. Pickford,
W.OL 5 Joseph B. Davies, SW.; Wyndbam Jones, Treas.; Rev. H. W, Steel, 8.1.;
T. G. Hardes and G W, Joues, Stewards; G. Pleiffer, Org.; Charles Lyne, P ;
Thomas Beynon, J.W.; William Williams, Sec.; J. ¢ Huxtable, J.D.; H, I.
Williams, 1.6+ ; William McFee, Tyler,
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NORIFOLK.
APPOINTMENT.— Lodye.~MNonday, January 17th, Faitkful (100), Exchange Rooms, Harleston,

at 7.

Norwicil.—/nion Lodge (No. 60)~~The monthly mecting of this influential
Lodge was held on Tuesday, Jan. 3, ab the Norfolk Ifotel, Norwich. Bro. Leeds
Fox, Prov. G. Sec., presided as WML, supported by the officers of the Lodge, Bros.
Smith, 85.W.; Bearby, J.W.; and the following Brethren :(—Sir Menry Stracey,
Bart,, Irovincial 8.G. Warden; the Rev. 8. Titlow, Provineial Grand Chaplain ;
Cresswell, Prov. (. Reg., and several visiting Brothers from the province were
present.  The minutes of the last Lodge were read and confirmed by the Brethren
in the usual manner.  The business of the evening was for the installation of Bro.
Captain and Adjutant Smith, Prov. ¢G.3.D., to he WM. for the ensuing year. The
ceremony of installation was performed by Bro. ox in a most admirable nian er.
and listened to by the Brethren present with extreme pleasure, The newly in-
stalled Master appointed the following as his officers:—DBros. Scarby, S.W.; Biguold,
J.WV. ;5 Lound, See.; Boulton, S.D.; Stevens, J.1D.; Back, LG.; and Wills, Tyler.
The Lodge being closed, the Brethren sat down to an excellent hanquet, provided
by Bro. lorster.  The usual toasts were given with great #est, and Bro. Siv Henry
Stracey (who is highly popular in the Craft), on his health being proposed veturned
thanks in a specch imbued with genuine Masonie fecling. Bro. Fox, on returning
thanks for his health heing drank, stated that the Craftin the provinee had increased
more than threefold dwing the period the present Provincial Grand Master, Bro.
Bond Cabbell, had been in office, and bore testimony te the increased popularity
of Preemasonyy since that appointment. His advice to the members present, which
he tondered as Grand Seerctary of the province, was given in the most eloquent
manner, and clicibed the highest expressions of admiration ; and, after a most
agrecable evening had heen spent, the Brethren adjourned ab an early hour, highly
pleased with the entertainment.

NORTHUMBERLAND.

ArpoINTMERTS.~— Lodgse.~Triday, January 21st, De Loraine (793), Freemasons' Hall, New-
castle, at 7. Mark~—Neweastle and Berwick (T'.1.), Freemasons’ Hall, Newcastle, ab 7.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE,

. ArroiNTarxT.—Lodge,~Monday, January 17th, Fidelity (No. 662), Talbot iotel, Towcester,
at ¢.

OXTORDSHIRE.

ArroINTMENTS.~Lodges.~DMonduy, Jauuary 17thy Chorwell (878), Red Lion, Banhury, al 7;
Allred (425), Masonic Hall, Oxford, at 7. :

PEMBROKESHIRE,

Pursroks.—Loyal Welsh Lodye (No. 525.)—The anniversary of St John wa
duly honoured by the members of this Lodge on the 27t ulk,, dining together in -
the large room ab the Victorin Hotel, Pembroke Dock. The installation of the
WAL Bro, Thomas Harris, took place at four o'clock, and after he had appointed
the following as his officers for the ensuing year, Bro. the Rev. G, F. Kelly, A.DL,
Chaplain; Bros. Bull, 8.W.; Spith, J.G.W.; Sutton, 8.D. ; Richardson, J.D.;
Thillips, Seeretary—the Treasurer, Bro. Cook, and the Tyler, Bro. Chappel,
havivg been clected ab the last Lodge—the Lodge was called off from labour to
refreshment, aud at seven o'clock sat down to as sumptuous an entertainment as
ever was prepared for o similar occasion, The cloth being removed, the W.M. in
appropriate addresses proposed “The MW.GLM, the Barl of Zetland,” * The
RAV.D.GAL Lord Panwure,” “The RV, Prov, Grand Masber and Prov. G, Officers.’
Bro. Thomas, the senior P.M. of the Lodge and Prov. G. Dir. of Cers., rose and said;
** Worshipful Sir and Brethren, as the ouly Provincial Grand Officer present, I risc
in the name and-on the hehall of our highly esteemed Provineial Grand Master
and his officers, o thank you for the compliment you have paid them, and I shall
not fail to inform them of it the very first time I meet them in Provingial Grand
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Tindge. The poet sang that “theve is a tide in the affairs of man, which, taken at
the flood leads on fo fortrme.” Now, if by the term fortnne-—and the Latin word
Jortuna will well bear such a construction—he meant to imply the acquirement of
moral happiness as well as peeuniary advantages, I fully agree with him, and I
think T took mine at the flood ;—and it must have been a spring tide from its
rapid and extensive development, when as a poor eandidate I first sought the light
of Freemasonry 3 for, from the time the words ‘God said let there be light, and
there was light,” I acquired a degree of personal happiness
¢ Which nothing earthly gives or can destroy
The soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy.’

Yes Brethren ; and such happiness is searcely to be met with but in a Mason's
Lodge, for after combating with the storms of life, battling with its prejudices and
wrestling with its oppositions, where can such a calm be found as in a Mason's
Todge? There at least, you are sure of sympathy ; there at least, you meet with
brotherly love, relief, and truth ; there at least, faith, hope, and charity await us,
and there we are sure of the balm of consolation being poured upon our bruised
and broken spivit. Yes, and the signs there enacted are lasting, they are indelibly
impressed upon the tablets of our memories as on those of stone or brass. Fov
instance, do you think I can ever forget the pleasure I derived when I was pre-
sented with this P.M’s. jewel (pointing to & handsome one on his left breast), by
my mother Lodge—the Haverford Lodge, at Haverfordwest, which, when I tell
you it was numbered 79 on the register of the Grand Lodge, will be a sufficient
guarantee for its antiquity. X say, do you suppose I can ever forget that scene.
Never! Again, after founding the Melford Lodge and having been installed its
first Past Master (by special permission, though I had never then filled the
Master's chair,) and witnessed the consummation of my utmost wishes in its
opening, its public procession, and its sumptuous banquet; I say, do you suppose I
could ever forget my sensations on that oceasion? Never! So when I had suc-
ceeded in establishing this Lodge, (only one of the original petitioners, Bro, Chapel,
besides myself, being now subseribing members,) and worked it for some years, T
was presented with this handsome medal (holding up one suspended from his neck),
beaving the inseription that it was “Presented as a mark of esteem and vegard for
my atbainments in Masonic love, and able condnet in the chair.” I say, do you
suppose I.can ever forget the joy I experienced at that event. Never! So when
you have so kindly and so often pledged the wine eup to my health, this, the last,
being by no means the least pleasing of the many, and for which T sincerely thank
you, I say, is it to be supposed I can ever forget those happy events. Never !
No, my Brethren, they will all travel life’s pilgrimage with me, and he forgotten’
only ab the brink of the grave. Now, the younger members present may naturally
he led to inguire how I obtained such honours and such compliments. In reply
I 'would say, by strict attention to the principles of Freemasonry and a vegular
attendance at the Lodge; yes, my junior Brethren, and these points I would
strongly urge upon your attention, for, though Magonry should never interlere with
your cusbomary avocations, yet you should never allow the trivial excuses of the
latter bo interfere with the former; bear this in wind, T pray you, and now, before
1 sit down let me propose a toast to your notice. You have to-day installed your
new Master, and as he was elected by a majority, it becomes the duty of every
member to render him their best support and assistance.  His majority, it is true,
was but small, and its smallness shows the equality with which each candidate was
esteemed ; yet, to that majority all must bow, and which I trust they will do in
the tene spirit of Freemasonry, for which the royal art has ever been conspicuous,
Bro. Harries expresses his sense of obligation for the assistance I have rendered him
in conducting the business of the day: he is weleome to it,—heartily welcome, and
L asgnre you, so would the other candidate have boen had he been successful, |
presided on the occasion of the election, and from the result of the ballot, I had it in
my power fo veturn whichever party I pleased. T did not do so, becanse, as I told
you ab the commencement, the two candidates were o equally respected by me
that T should not vote at all; and secondly, because, as the majority seemed in
favour of Bro, Harries I would not interfere with their wishes this year, but reserve
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ny assistance in his {favour until the next clection, when, no doubt he will be
similarly returned, and may depend upon every aid it is in my power to afford him.
The health I have to propose is that of the Worshipful Master, who I trust will
leave the chair with the same respect he hag entered upon its duties.” Brother
Havries expressed his warmest thanks, pledged himself to conduct the duties of
the chair impartially and to the best of Lis abilities, begged the kiud indulgence of
the Brethren, and concluded by proposing the health of Bro. Bennett and the
Wardens and other officers of the past year. DBro. Gillies acknowledged the toast.
The Worshipful Master then gave “Dro, Stanley and the visitors,” Bro. Stanley
in reply said, that he had ever been fond of Freemasonry, that he had long wished
to attend this Lodge, but had unfortunately been prevented doing so on former
St. John's days, by pressing engagetents, but having ab length been able to do so,
he was, he confessed, highly delighted at the cfficiency in whieh ifs business was
condueted, and concluded by thanking the Lodge for the conrtesy it had shown him.
Bro. Harries then gave “The health of Bro. MeLean, and the P.Ms. of the Lodge,” the
chorus to which being “Auld Lang Syne;” Bro. McLean instantly rose and said,
“Worshipful Master and Brethren, had [ visen eavlier, and before the notes of that
fine old chorus had dicd away on my ear, I should have been more eloquent in
feeling, if not in words, There is a vich flowing measure and deep pathos in the
air and words of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ which seldom fail to kindle the warmest
emotions in the heavt of every true Scotchman, and especially if he be at a distance
from Scotland. Should. auld acquaintance be forgot’-—carries him in memory
Dback to days gone by—to the happy reminiscences of ealy life—all endeared hy
the lapse of time and the distance 1t seems to have placed between them. But not
only with the sons of the north is © Auld Lang Syne’ o favourite—it is a favourite
with men of every land, and wherever the festive board is, there ¢ We'll take
a cup o kindness yet’ is aceeptable and welecome as were the wild strains of
that dashing nothing-may-care air—*The Camphells are coming,” wheu they fell
first on the intensely listening ears of our noble countrywomen and brave country-
men—the heroes and heroines at Lucknow. So much, Brethren, for a chorus.
Let me now sincerely thank you, on my own behalf, and on that of my brother
Past Masters, for the honour you have done us in drinking to our healths, and for
the cordial mammer in which you have done it. As Masons we veceive the
honour as sincerely bestowed, and as Masons we sincerely thank you. OQur
- worthy and esteemed Brother Thomas, P.M, in responding, as Prov. Grand
Master of the Ceremonies. to the toasts of ¢The Prov. Grand Master and the
Prov. Crand Officers,” happily related several pleasing incident which were
associated with his long Masonic caveer, all of which prove how highly he is
respected by the Craft, and how ready Masons are to acknowledge Masonic worth
and to confer ‘honour where honour is due’ Masonie jewels and other marks
of esteem have been from time to time presented to him, and did the spirit and
laws of Masonry not forbid “all envy,’ such favours might well become objects of
envy. They are, however, landable objects of ambition ; and let me remind the
younger Brethren, that the path to them in every Lodge is open to all.  Bear this
in mind ; and permit me further o remind you, that just a proportion as you
abide by the ‘ancient landmarks' and laws of Masonry, so will you be good
Masons, good men, and good members of sociebty—De esteemed and respected by
the neutral world as well as by Brother Masons. There is everything, if rightly
attended to in Masonry, to make men better in all the relations of life. TIts lasws,
lessons aud obligations, its spirit, principles and precepts, all enjoin and encourage
2 blameless propriety of conduct, and stimulate to the practice of all social and
moral virtues. Remember, a good man may be a had Mason; but a good Mason
cannot be a bad man”  The next toast was the new members, namely, Bros, the
itev. Gt K. Kelly, Dr. Mansel, Dr. DycerJand Capt. Maycock., Bro, Mansel briefly
returned thanks. The healths of Bros. Husband and Chevallier, followed, and
the evening was spent altogether in the most delightful mamer imagivable, the
true spirvit of l'reemasonry pervading the whole scene, and never did the Loyal
Welsh Lodge appear to greater advantage. Among other Brethren present were
Bros. Hutehings, PM., Jenkins, Gillies, Cargil, Jushaud, and all the recently
initiated Brethyen, . -
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SOMERSETSHIRE,

ArroINTAENTS,—Lodyes—~Wednosday, January 19th, Sincerily (327), Clarke’s Holel, Tauntou,
at 7 Chapter.~Royal Cumberland (45), Masonic Hall, Bath, at 8 Fhcampment.—Bladud,
Masonic Hall, Bath, at 8. .

Barm—Royal Cumberland Dodge {No, 48),—The first regular meeting of this
Lodge took place on Thursday evening, the Gth instant, at the Masonic Hall, Bath,
under the presidency of Bro. T. L. Asuley, W.M., (2nd year), and Prov. J.G.W.
for Somerset. There was a large attendance of brethren and visitors. The ballot
having been taken for one brother as a joining member, and another for initiation,
the W.M. declared all offices vacant, and appointed the following Brethren his
officers for the year :—Bro. 1. Wilton, 8.W.; Bro. T. B. Moutiie, J.W.; Bro. (.
Haseler, .M., Treasurer; Bro. White, .M., Secretary; Bro. Peach, "M, and
Prov. S.G.W. for Somerset, Dir. of Cers.; Dro. I, Wilkinson, S.ID,; Bro. S.
Hellier, J.D ; Bro. I\ Ueorge, LG ; Bros. J. Rubie and G. Mann, Stewards; and
Bro. H. Hopkins, unanimously re-elected T'yler. The W.M. addressed the Brethren
in a short review of the past year, and thanked the P.Ms,, who had rendered him
much valuable assistance during thut time, and also those Officcrs who had sup-
ported him by their punctual attendance to their duties. Amongst the visitors
present were Bro. Siv Lucius Curtis, Prov. G.M., Hants ; Bro, R, Costa, No. 329;
Bro. C. Milsom, W.3, 61, and several others,

Taunrox.—Lodye of Unanimity and Sincerity (No, 327).~The Brothren of this
Lodge held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, the 92nd ult,, under the presi-
dency of the W.M., Bro. William Burge Hillard, P, Prov. G.Reg.  The business of
the evening consisted chictly of raising Bro. Helliar to the third degree, which was
undertaken, ab the request of the W.M., by the Secretary of the Lodge, Bro.
Butler, P.M., and performed by him in his usual correct and truly Masonic manner.
Bro. Rd. Roger’s was aftevwards passed to the second degree. The Brethren, having
proceeded to the election of theiv W.AL for the ensuing year, their suffrages were
unanimously given to the J.W., Bro. Charles Bluett, P. Prov. G. Org. for Somerset
(the S.W., Bro. Roberts, having, for private reasons, declined the honour which
would otherwisc doubtless have fallen vn him,) Bro. Charles Lake was, for the
seventeenth time, re-clected Treasurcr for the ensuing year. The business over,
the Brethren spent a most agrecable and Larmonious evening. The celebration
of the festival of St, Johw, by the Brethren of this Lodge, took place on Thursday,
the 806k Dec. The Lodge was opened at high twelve by the W.AL, Bro. Hillard,
when there was punctually in attendance a large number of the members,
as well as of visiting Brethren from other Lodges. The D. Prov. G.M., Bro.
Randolph, in the absence of the Prov. G.M., Bro. Tyute (who, we vegret to learn,
was prevented from heing present, as contemplated, by a domestic affliction), did
the Lodge the honour of being present, and, on his entrance into the Lodge. was
received with ue honours, Upon the solicitation of the W.M., the D. Prov. G.M.
kindly undertook the duties of installing the W.AL elect, Bro. Charles Bluctt,
into the chair of this Lodge, in the presence of, and assisted by, a large hoard
of installed Masters; and, to such of our readers as may ever have been
privileged to have been present when that ceremony has been performed by him,
we need searcely add that it was correetly and beantifully done. The new W.M.,
then appointed the following Brethven as bis officers :~Brothers Abraham (an
old and valued P.M., who kindly consented to accept the office), 8.W.; Clarke, JW. ;
Meyler, S8.D.; Denham, J.D.; Summerhayes, Org.; Ball, Dir. of Cers.; Kingcombe,
LG.; and Goldsmith and Woollen, Stewards. Bro. Lake was reinvested as
Treasurer ; and Bro. Butler again honoured with the Secretary’s collar, At five
o'clock the Brethren sat down tv a most sumptuous banquet, at Clarke’s Hotel, o
finc haunch of venison having been kindly supplied from Halswell Park, by the
I..W. the Prov. G.M, Col. Tynte; thus proving that. although unable to be present
with the Brethren at the banquet, he had not forgotéen them. The cloth being
vemoved, and grace having been said Dby the'Rev. Bro. Codrington, W.M. of
Lodge of Perpetual Friendship, Bridgwater (who, together with Bro. Babbage, the
newly appointed Prov. @. Sec., and Bros. Rix and Leaker, P.Ms,, did this Lodge the
hanonr of attending), the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given and responder!
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to, and a most delightful evening was spent, the Brethven breaking up about eleven
o'clock, bat not uatil the lask toast of ¢ All Poor and Distressed Masgons,” &e., had
been given and responded to by the Brethren with that {ruly Masonic feeting which
they know so well how to appreciate.

STAFFORDSHIRE.

ArroINTURNTS,— Lodyes.~T1uesdny, January 18th, Abbey (907), Private Rooms, Burtou-on»
T'rent, 8t G}; Weduesday, 19th, Sutherland (660), Town Hall, Burslem, at 6; Thursday, 20th,
St. Martin’s (115), Freemasons' Avms, Burslem, at 6; Friday, 21st, Noal’s Ark (435), Navigu-
tion Inn, Tipton, at 7; Sutherland of Unity (674), Castle [Tote,l Noweastle-under-Tyne, at 7.

SUFFFOLK,
APPOINTMENTS. ~Lodges.—Monday, January 17th, Providence (541), King'a Avms, Halesworth,
at7; Tuesday. 18th, Apolla (383), White Lion Hotel, Boceles, at 7; Wednesday, 19th, Perfect
Friendship (522), White Hovse, Ipswich, at 7.

SUSSEX,

# APPOINTMENT,—Lodge.~—Friday. January]2lst, Royal Clarence (338), Old Ship Hotel;
Brighton. Installation. '

BricuroN.—Royal York Lodge (No. 394).—The annual meeting for the installa-
tion of the Master was held at the Old Ship Hotel, on Tuesday, January 4th,
when the R.W. Bro, the}Earl of Yarborough (who is 2 member of the Lodge), had
signified his intention of being present. There was a full attendance of the brethren.
Bro. Woolven, W.M,, presided, and initiated two gentlemen into the Ovder. The in-
stallation was then aboutto be proceeded with, when the worthy Senior Warden,
who had been, ab the previous Lodge, unanimously elected to fill the chair, declined
the office. The announcement appeared to be quite nnexpected, and efforts were
made to induce him to alter his resolve, bat without success. Bro. Woolven there-
fore remains, for the present, W.M, The brethren ab seven o’clock adjourned to
the banquet, at which forty were prosent; Bro. Woolven, presiding, having
on his right the noble Barl and Bro. Covdy Burroughs, the mayor of Brighton. The
.M., in proposing the D.CLM. and rest of the Grand officers, especially noticed the
Rarl of Yarborough, whose kindness the Lodge had o acknowledge on thab as
well asg on previous oceasions, in his atbendance; considering the few visits his lord-
ship was now enabled to make to Masonic meetings, they eould not but consider it
a high privilege. Lord Yarborough, in abrief reply said, it gave him much pleasure
to be present among his brethren of the Royal York Lodge, and he could only
repeat what he had before promised, that it was but needful to show him in what
way he could be useful, to have his ready compliance with theiv wishes. The
earl then proposed the health of the W.M,, whom he complimented on his
excellent conduet in the chair. Bro. Cordy Burroughs proposed the Past Masters,
upon whom the wellbeing of the Lodge must necessarily depend. Theve were
several visitors present, and amoungst them Bro, D, Stavy, of the Canongate Kilwinning
Lodge. The dinuer was excellent.

WALES (NORTHL)
CONSECRATION OF THE LODGE OF ST. TUDNO, AT LLANDUDNO,

Tuts auspicious event took place ab the Queen’s Hotel, on Monday, the 20tk
ult., nuder the most encouraging circamstances. The inaugnration of the Lodgas,
and the installation of the W.AL, Bro. W. H. Recce, were assisted by the B.W, the
D. Prov, G.M,, Bro, Dymoke; the Prov. G. See., Bro. Wigan ; Martin, and several
Brethren from the St. David’s Lodge, Bangor ; Bro. Bassett Smith, and Bro. Weiss,
from Birmingham, &ec., &e. In the course of the evening, several candidates weve
admitted into Masonry ; and at the close of their labours, the Brethren sat down to
3 sumptuous banquet. The W.M., Bro. Reece, presided. After the cloth wag

 drawn, '

The chairman vose, and gave “The Queen and the Craft,”

The chairman said—The next toast I shall propose, is one also interesting to
Masons, and pavticularly on the pregent ocension, as our Lodge i3 constituted and
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this day opened iu the principality of Wales. T propose “The health of the Prince
of Wales, and the rest of the royal family.” The prince, it is well known, is being
educated in a way to fit him to adorn the throne he is, we hope, at a far distant
day, to occupy; and we may fairly hope that he will not only join the Masonic
Order, but identify himself with the Lodges of his provinee,

The chairman gave “The health of the Most Worshipful the Grand Master of
Masons of England, the Farl of Zetland;” “The R.W.D.G.M., Lord Panmure,
and the Grand Lodge,” and observed that it was well for the Craft that it was
presided over by such a Grand Master, who had its interests so much at heart.

The chairman then said, “The toast I have now the honour to propose, is that of
¢ The Prov. Grand Master, the Deputy Prov. Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge
of North Wales and Shropshire.” Tt is always gratifying to Masons, when those
high in office, the rulers in the Craft, come amongst them,  We have the happiness
of being in one of the most important provinces in the kingdom, and of being
presided over by men of acknowledged skill and ability in Masonry; and I am glad
of this opportunity to say that I have never in the course of a long experience in
Masonry, meb with more courtesy than I have in_the formation of this Lodge, and
particularly from the R.W.D. Prov. G.3L, Bro, Dymoke, and the Prov. ¢. See.,
Bro. Wigan; and I believe I may say that the prosperity -of the Craft in this
province is much to be attributed to the kindness and condescension of the Prov.
Grand Master and his officers.

Bro. Dymoke replied that he had the greatest pleasure in being present among
them, and in assisting in the important proceedings of that day. From the admi
yable manuer in which the work had been performed by all the officers, he angured
well for the new Lodge; and from the character of those he saw about him, the
rvesulb must be the establishment of an excellent substantial addition to the province.

Bro. Wigan also tendered his thanks for the compliment paid him.

The R.W.D. Prov. G:M. then rose and said the honour of proposing the next
toast devolved on him. It was that of the ,W.M., Bro. Reece. He said nothing
could exceed his gratification ab the manner in which he had performed his duties
that day; and he was sure that under such an excellent Master the Lodge must
thrive. He concluded a high eulogy of the W.M., by calling upon the brethren to
drink the toast of his health, and prosperity to the Lodge of St. Tudno.

The W.M. replied—Right Worshipful sir, I thank youfor the honour done to
me in proposing my health, and the brethwen for veceiving the toast so enthusiasti-
cally. Tt is always a source of gratification to all good Masons to be present and
aid in the opening of a new Lodge, inasmuch as they know that through it the bless-
ings and privileges of Freemasonry will become extended and diffused, and many
may be brought to the light who otherwise would not have had the opportunity.
The present occasion is peculiarly gratifying to me, inasmuch as I have the honour
of being the first Master of this Lodge ; and that gratification is enhanced because,
as is well known I helieve, I have taken a lively interest in Llandudno and its in-
stitutions. T suggested the formation of this Lodge in connexion with Bro. Roden
and other worthy and skilful Masons, because I thought it would conduce to the
happiness of all who might join its ranks. My own conviction of the value of
Masonry I have so often and so unequivocally expressed, as to make it unnecessary
for me to dilate on its excellencies. I always, however, refer to the fact that so
frequently occurs, namely, that of fathers introducing their sons into Masoury, as
the best practical argument to be used with those who would endeavour to prejudice
it; and particularly to circumstances which have occurred in Lodge No. 51, of which
I have had the honour of being a Past Master for fifteen years, namely, that two
highly respected brothers have successively introduced two sons each to the Lodge.
Before I sit down, it gives me much pleasure to introduce “ The health of the worthy
and respected Secretary, Bro. Roden, as the Installing Master.” It gives me peculiar
pleasure to have the opportunity of doing so, inasmuch as he has been mainly in-
strumental in the formation of this Lodge, and has devoted much time and labour
in doing so. Tam perhaps the better able to speak to the Masonic qualifications of
Bro, Roden, inasmuch as he joined, some years since, the Lodge of which I wasa
member. 1 have since observed his progress in Masonry with much interest, and
¢an safely say 1 baye never kuown a more earnest and energetic Mason, nor one

G
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who more thoroughly appreciates and practises the prineiples of the Craft. And T
can assure you that his conduet, both as a man and a Mason, has been most highly
approved and appreciated by the brethven in Birmingham.

Brother Roden, in returning thanks said, the Brethven had done him very great
honour in the flattering manner in which they had responded to.the toast, and he
felt greatly obliged to Bro. Recce for the very handsome terms in which he had
alluded to the part e had taken in the establishinent of the Lodge. He had
experienced great pleasure in the labour he had undertaken; and for the future his
poor services would be ab their disposal for the beuefit of the Lodge. Nothing,
however, had given him greater satisfaction, han having that day had the privilege
of installing his old and valued friend, andfbrother .21 in another Lodge, into the
chair of the Lodge of St. Tudno; and from foundations laid that evening, he had no
doubt they should raise a superstructure perfect in all its parts. He had to
acknowledge the valuable co-operation of the other members, especially of their
zealous and efficient S.\V. Bro. Preece. He considered it a well established fact
that the opening of a new Lodge was something more than a mere addition of a
Lodge to the general strength of the Order; that it tended more particularly to the
strengthening and developing of Freemasonry in the district in which it took place,
and led to the formation in the course of time to other Lodges, where they might
be desirable, in neighbouring portions of the provinces. He hoped to live to sce
the time when they would be so strong on this remote side of the provinee, as to
lend to their being formed into an independent province. He should direct his
labours to that end. In his opinion the provinee of North Wales and Shropshire wasg
too extensive for the welfare of any part of it to be properly promoted, and that it
would be better for the whole, that it should be divided, so soon as they were in a
position for such a change. 'I'he attendance at Provineial Grand Lodge meetings
could not be expected to be such as it ought to be, when Brethren have to travel
from Carnarvon and Holyhead to Ludlow. The warmth and nurture which
should emanate from the Provincial Grand Lodge could not penetrate such a
straggling body, and animation could not reach its extremities. In conclusion, he
entertained no doubt of its beneficial effects of their proceedings that day.

Bro. Bassett Smith proposed in an eloquent speech, to which it is impossible to
do justice, ““The Wardens and other Officers of the Lodge.” He wished to impress
upon them that it was the manner in which what ave called the inferior offices
were worked, which gave the stamp to a DMason’s career, and that the Brother
who discharged the duties of the lowest office in the Lodge with skill and ability,
created for himself from that moment a character which endured through the
whole of his Masonic life. His own fame and all the honours he had reaped, sprung
out of the manner in which he had done the work of Junior Deacon.

Bro. Preece, S.W. ; Bro. Felton, 8.D. ; Dro. Farrant, J.D. ; and Bro. Roden, Sec.
and Treas., reburned thanks,

Bro, Roden proposed “ The Visiting Brethren.” The Brethren from Birmingham
had rendered valuable assistance by their presence that day, and he wished to
thank the St. David’s Lodge, Bangor, for their brotherly eco-operation. Bro. Martin
in partieular had responded with the greatest good will to every request he had
made for his help. He desired also to tender his thanks to the RV, D. Prov.
(.M., Bro. Dymoke, for the great courtesy with which he had conducted his cor-
regpondence with him, and the promptitude with which he had done everything
which devolved upon him by virtue of his office.

The Brethren of St. David’s Lodge having been compelled to leave, the R.W.
Bro. Dymock, and Bros. Smith and Weiss, returned thanks.

. 'The W.M. then gave “ The newly initiated Brethren,” and complimented them
“on their admission to Masonry. )

Bro. Chapman responded to the toast, and said he was much gratified by the
proceedings in which he had taken part, and was confident he should never regret
the step ho had taken in becoming a Mason.

Bro, Telton then proposed “The Donors to the Lodge,” with thanks to Miss
Maviana Reece, the doughter of the W.M,, for her valuable and elegant present of
o cushion for the Master’s pedestal, evidently worked by her own hands; to Bro,
Westinacott, for the Bible ; and to Bro, Faicfyx, for o silver square and compasses
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Other presents were talked of, but he made it a point never to thank any body for
what he had not got. )

Bro. Reece returncd thanks on behalf of his daughter, who he knew took a great
interest in the Lodge. He could assure them she had worked very hard to finish
the cushion in time for them. .

The W.M. proposed “The Birmingham Lodges, and the Lodges of the province
of Shropshire and North Wales,” which was replied to by the Brethren prasent.

The toast of “The Ladies,” was next proposed by Bro. Basset Smith, in a
speech distingnished by his customary eloquence, and was replied to with great
humour by Bro. Perks.

The proceedings were brought to a close by the usual toast, “All Poor and
Distressed Masons,” &c.; 2 handsome suwm being contributed to the charvitable

fund of the Lodge.

WARWICKSHIRE.

AppoINTMENTS.— Lodye. —Wednesday, January 19th, Abbey (625), Newdegate Avms, Nuneaton,
at?, Alark~Monday, 17th, ITowe (T\ 1.), Newhall Street, Birmingham, at 6.

WILTSHIRE.

AppoINTMENTS, —Lodyes.~Tuesday, January 18th, Concord (915), Court Hall, Trowbridge, at 7;
Thursday, 20th, Fidelity (961), Town Hall, Devizes, at 7.

WORCESTERSHIRE.

ArpoINtMENTS.— Lodges.—~Wednesday, January 19th, Worcester (349), Bell Hotel, Worcester,
at 6}; Vernon (819), Old Fown Hall, Dudley, at 7. Chapter.—Dudley (313), Freemasons'
Tavern, Dudley, at 3.

WoRCESTER.— Worcester Lodge (No. 349).—The members of this old-established
and prosperous Lodge celebrated the festival of St. John, on Thursday, the 30th
of December last, at the Masonic Hall attached to the Bell Hotel, Worcester, under
the excellent presidency of the W.M., Bro. John Barber, M.A. Lodge was opened
at 4 o’clock, and, after the transaction of a little business, the Brethren were called
to banquet at five, when about thirty obeyed the summons. Among the members
were the R.W.Prov. G.M,, Bro. H. C. Vernon ; Bros. W. Wood, C. €., W. Griffiths,

R. R. Hill, and H. Hill, P.Ms.; Rev. Bro. Franklin, Chaplain ; A. W, Hill, P, Prov,
@G.C.; A, Hill, and Slater; Bros. 8. Purchas, S.AV.; M. M. B. Cooper, J.W.;
R. Woof, 8.D.; J. Jones, W.M,, No. 772; T. Hopkins, P.M., No. 772; W. Haigh,
Gt @, Byrne, E. W, Elmslie, W. D, Lingham, &e. The entertainment was on that
handsome scale, which usually distinguishes this Lodge, and apparently gave the
most perfect satisfaction. The next meeting of the Lodge will be on Thursday,

the 20th inst.
Krvoerminster.— Lodge Hope und Charity (No. 523).—The Brethren of this
Lodge held the annual festival of St. John the Evangelist, and the installation of
WAL, on Monday, Dec. 27th, 1868, when Bro. Thos. Porter, S.W., was duly in-
utalled ag W.AL for the ensuing year, by Bro. James Fitzgerald, P.M., and Secre-
tary, and Prov. Grand Organist, according to ancient custom. The W.M, then ap-
pointed his officers as follows:—Bro. Alfved Giranger, P.M,, 8.W.; Bro. @. Southall,
P, JAV. 5 Bro. J. Green, S.D. ; Bro. G. J. Yeates, J.D.; Bro. Jos. Walters, L.G.
Bro. G. Southall, P.M., was unanimously elected Treasurer, and Bro. S. Taylor,
Tyler. The banquet was provided in Bro, J. Yeates's best style, and the Brethren
spent & most harmonious evening. Among the visitors was Bro. J. Barfoot, of

No. 400, Helston.
YORKSHIRE (NORTH AND EAST).

Arroinryants.—Lodges—Monday, January 17th, Union (267), Masonic Hall, York, at 7;
Tuesday, 15th, Qnmolot[nnum (958), Freemasons’ Hall, New Malton, at 7. Chapler~Thurs-
day, 21th, Constitutional (371}, Assembly Rooms, Beyverley, af 8.

YORKSHIRE (WIEST).

_ ArrorNTany1S.~Lodges—Thursday, Januavy 20th, Hormony (87), Freemasons' Hall, Brad-
ford, at 7; Harmony (342), Masonic Hall, Iluddorszﬁelcl, a6 75 Vriduy, 21st, Zetland (877), Royal
. G
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Hotel, Cleckheaton, at 7; Holme Valley (937), Victoria Hotel, Holmfrtl, as 7; Alfred (384).
Instruction.—Griffin Hotel, Leeds, at 8.

DoneastEr—St, George's Lodge (298)—A. Lodge of emergency was held on
Friday last, in the Town Hall, Doncaster, for the purpose of passing to the second
degree, Bro. the Rev. Joseph Shervington, curate of Campsall near this fown, who
is about to take his departure for the island of Antigua. The usual tests having
Dbeen applied, and the candidate having given proofs of proficiency in the former
degree, the cevemony of passing to the second degree was perform.i by Bro.
CGleorge Brooke, P.M., as W.M. Bro. Webb, P.M., acted as 8.W. ; Bro, Rigby, J.W.;
and Bro. Acaster, S.D. After the ceremony, the reverend brother received
from the Todge & certificate duly signed, so as to entitle him to the third degree
on his arrival in Antigua, for which he expects to sail in the latter paxt of the
present month.

SCOTLAND.

CAITHNESS.

Tan,—8t. Duthic's Lodge—Atb  meeting on Monday, Dee, 27th, the following
appointments were made :—Bros. Wm. H. Murray of Geanies, R.W.A. ; Daniel
Graham, D.M, ; Fergus Ferguson, P.D.M.; Alex. Ellison, 8,W.; Thomas Flint,
J.W.; William Murray, S.D.; D. Mackay, J.D.; John Rose, S.8.; George Mac-
donald, J.8.; Hector Ross, S.K.K.; Wm. Ross, J KK, ; W. R. Ross, Treasuver;
James Christie, Secretary ; David Macleay and D. Mackay, Tylers.

EDINBURGH.

Dreressive Bavp (No. 151).—O0n Tuesday, Dec. 21st, a soirde was held in the
Calton Convening Rooms, under the auspices of the Rdinburgh Defensive Band
Lodge, for the purpose of presenting Bro. James Finlayson, R.W.M. of the Lodge,
with o Masonic jewel and silver cup, as a token of their respect and esteem for his
unwearied attention in advancing the interests of Freemasonry during the three
years he had held the office of Master of the Lodge. The hall, which was taste.
fully fitted up for the occasion, was crowded in every part, there not being less
than three hundred persons present, including the ladies and the Right Worshipful
Masters of sister Lodges. The splendid band of the 16th Lancers was in attend-
ance, with a glee and choral party led by Bros. Pendrigh and Artley. The chair-
man, Bro, John M Clampha, D.M., after the customary loyal and Masonie %oasts,
gave the toast of the evening, # Bro. James Finlayson,” aud in an able address
enlarged upon the services rendered by their honoured guest to Masonry, and re-
ferred to the high esteem in which he was held by the members of the Craft, He
concluded by presenting him with a valuable Masonic jewel, and a silver eup,
having the city arms on the one side, and on the reverse the following inserip-
tion :—“ 4th November, 1782—Presented by the Brethren of the Edinburgh
Defensive Lodge of Free and Accepted Magons, No. 151, to their Right Worshipful
Master, Brother James Finlayson,—21st December, 1858.” Bro, Pinlayson, who
was evidently much affected, acknowledged the gift in a feeling and appropriate
address, and resumed his seat amid the most enthusiastic cheering. Bro. Daniel
Grant then gave “ The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town' Council of the City of
Edinbwrgh” In an elaborate speech he detailed the early history of the Lodge
and of the Edinburgh Defensive Band Regiment of Volunteers, which was raised
by the lord provost, magistrates, and council of the city of Edinbwgh, for the
protection of the city during the first American war. The magistrates had always
taken a warm interest in this Lodge. Provost Coulter was one of its early mem-
bers, and held the offige of Treasurer for two years; and the magistrates had on
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this oceasion kindly granted the use of the die of the city for the two impressions
which are stamped on the testimonials presented to Bro. Finlayson. A variety of
toasts were afterwards given, and a pleasant evening brought to a happy termination,

Sr. Jorw's Day.—The annual festival of our patron saint has this year been
held with, we think, greater spirit by the Brethren of Edinburgh, than we ever
remember having seen it before, the attendance at all the Lodges, with one excep-
tion, being far above the average. Masonry has within the last twelve months
taken rapid strides within this province, aided no doubt by the building of the
new Grand Lodge Hall, and the immense demonstration at the laying of its founda-
tion stone in June last, The election of R.W.M. in some of the Lodges has been
well contested —one Lodge having no fewer than six candidates for the chair, and
three for Secretary, Mary’s Chapel, No. 1, has elected for the fifth time R.W.
Bro. Dr. Macowan, who sticks to his chair like a leech against all opposition. R.W,
Bro. Drybrough was re-elected for Canongate, Kilwinning, No. 2. A smart contest
took place for the Chair of No. 5, which has been gained by a very young member
of the Craft, R.W. Bro. Duncan. In the Jowrneymen Lodge, R.W. Bro. Hunter
is deservedly re-clected. The St. David’s retain the able services of R.W. Bro.
Downie. In St. Luke’s Bro. Paterson, of Castle Huntly, has gained the election,

- In St. Stephen’s R, W, Bro. Mitchell is again elected. St. James's have, out of their
six candidabes, elected R.W. Bro, James Leggat,.and from the numerous attendance
of his Brethren avound him ‘on Monday night, and the large deputations, and indi-
vidual members of Lodges who visited him, we should say his election is greeted
with satisfaction by all the Brethren of Edinburgh. Bro. Coghill has lost his seat
in the Roman Kagle, and is succeeded by R.W. Bro. Dr. Middleton. The Defensive
Band have elected R.W. Bro. Laing to the chair. The Celtic Tiodge have unani-
mously and deservedly raised Bro. Cowan to be the R.W.M. of this, the most
flourishing Lodge in Edinburgh, and, though last on the roll, not least, Bro. Mann
succeeds RV, Bro. Crichton in the Lodge St, Clair. The number of initiates
for the past year may be safely estimated as averaging sixty for each of the twelve
Lodges, which will give a total of seven hundred and twenty new members to the
Craft in this province. The funds of the several Lodges are in a prosperous con-
dition, notwithstanding the heavy expenses they have incurred for the different
festivals throughoutthe year. The Celtic Lodges have already contributed £50 to
the Buiiding Fund, and we trust the other Lodges will not be behind them in
contributing largely to so desirable an object as the new Freemasons' Hall, which,
as far as it has gone, promises to be very remunerative to the Edinburgh Brethren.
One of the splendid shops in front has been built for Bros. John Law and Son; the
well-known Masonic jewellers, who enter npon their lease on the 2nd of February.
The Hall itself is expected to be inaugurated on the 7th of February, but we are
afraid the lodge and committee rooms will not be ready by that date. We trust,
however, the Grand Secretary’sand Grand Clerk's offices will then be finished.
This is in every way satisfactory, and we heartily congratulate the Brethren of the
Craft in Edinburgh upon the completion of their past Mdsonic season,

TIKE.

Crigrr.—St Michacl's Lodge.~- On the evening of Dec. 27th, the anntal general
meeting of the members was held within their Hall. The Treasurer read the
reporb of the income and expenditure for the past year, from which it appeared
that the society wasin the most flowrishing condition. The following Brethren
were elected office-bearers for the ensuing year, besides a Committee of Manage-
ment i—Dr. Win, Baxter, R.W.M. ; John Gibson, D.M. ; William Thorapson, Sub. M. ;
Villiam Hally, Senior Warden; Robert Clement, Junior Warden; George
M'Culloch, Treasurer ; David Dinnie, Secretary ; Rohert Whyte, Chaplain ; Andrew
Morgan and James “Anderson, Grand Stewards; John Gould, Representative
Member in Grand Lodge ; John M’Ara, Tyler and Brothering-master; Dr. Baster,
Representative Member in Parochial Board. After the business was transacted;
the Brethven partook of a most sumptuous supper. Bro, Dr. Baxter occupied the
chair, supported right and left by the Treasurer and Grand Steward. Bros. William
Thompson and Swanston Drysdale discharged the duties of croupiers, supported
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by the Seerctary, Grand Steward, and the Senior and Junior Wardens. The usual
loyal and patriotic toasts were proposed and responded to.

GLASGOW.

St. Jonn's Lopge.—The 801st anniversary of this Lodge, the most ancient in
the cify, was held on the 27th December, winter Bt. Jobn’s Day, in the Tontine
Hotel. Shortly after five o’clock the members met for the purpose of installing
the RW. Master and office-bearers who had been elected to serve during the
cnsuing year. At the conclusion of this intevesting cevemony they adjourned to
the great hall, where, after they had taken their places, deputations were received
from the Lodges Glasgow Kilwinning, No. 4 ; Glasgow St. Mungo, No. 27; Eirkin-
tilloch Kilwinning St. Jobu's, No. 285 Glasgow St Mark, No, 102 ; Glasgow Star,
No. 219; Shamrock and Thistle; Glasgow Commercial, No. 360 ; and St. Clair,
No. 362, There were also present visiting Brethren from other Lodges, who vied
with one another in showing the great esteem in which the St. Johw's was held
throughout the province and west country, It may not be amiss for us to give a
fow sentences regarding its history, which we extract from a sketch of the Lodge—
drawn up by Bro. James Cruikshank, builder, lately RW.M. The St. John's hold
a charter from Malcolm III., King of Scotland, of date 1057. This charter has
been cavefully handed down from generation to gencration, and is still in theiv
possession, and, although a little defaced, is in a tolerable state of preservation. It
is believed to be a genuine charter; and along with it they have a translation of
the original, which shows that the Lodge and Incorporation of Masons was con-
stituted on the petition of the operative masons of Clasgow, for the purpose of
building the eathedral, for keeping out unskilled workmen who had come to work
there, and also for putting down irregular Lodges got up by them. They were
therefore allowed to form themselves into one incorporation, and to have a frec
Lodge for ever; not only so, but in the very words of the charter—* None in my
dominions shall erect a Lodge wntil they malke application to the St. John's Lodge
of Glasgow.” 'Phis original charter is not the only gnarantee to prove their anti-
quiby, for we find, when Bishop Joceline commenced to re-crect the cathedral in
1181 (the former having been destroyed by fire), he received from King William
the Lion a charter of confirmation in favour of the Lodge. It would appear the
Corporation and the Lodge, chartered ab one and the-same time, have gone hand
in hand up $ill the union with the Grand Lodge in 1849. Evidence of this is
given in a charter of 1628, where it is stated—John Boyd is Deacon of the incorpo-
ration and Master of the Lodge. Their excellent and venerable Secretary, Geo.
Young, 1sq., who has held the office of Secretary to the Lodge, and clerk to the
incorporation, for nearly half a century, tells us 1t has been the custom during the
long time he has held both offices. And we find the last Brother who held hoth
offices at the same time was William York, Esq., in 1849. Mr. York was also
Deacon-convener of the fourteen incorporated trades about the same time.
It is to be regretted that the books and records of the Lodge have
been lost up till the present century. The members have, however,
belonging to the Lodge a very fine old oak hox, beautifully carved, with
the date 1684 engraved on i, and a foew very old sashes, with the year 1600
marked on them—these no doubt being the dates at which they were made.
Ahout one hundred and fifty Brethren sab down to dinmer, presided over hy
Bro. Sir Archd. Alison, Bart., R.W. Prov. G.M., who was supported by Bro. David
Winton, R.W.M., St. John's; Bros. Jas. Craig of Middleton, P.M. ; Jas. Cruikshank;
J. G. Houstoun ; Bailie M‘Culloch; Kerr, Edinburgh ; the Rev. W. D. Henderson,
Chaplain P.Gt.L.; Deacon-convencr, Morrison; and Donald Campbell, Bro. Gavin
Park, 8.W., officiated as croupier, and on either side of him we ohserved Bros. W.
Yuille, Sutherland, Morrison, Hill, Robt. Craig, aud Bryce. Bro. Alex. Christie,
Jjun., who occupied the J.W.’s chair, was supported by Bro. Wm, Forbes and Dr.
Wilson. Bro. the Rev. W. D. Henderson having implored the divine blessing, the
assembled Brethren sat down to an excellent dinner. After the usual loyal Loasts,
the chairman gave the next toast on the list, “The Cirand Lodge of Scotland and
the Duke of Athole,” coupled with the health of Bro, Kerr, who briefly replied,
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“The Grand Lodges of England and Ireland, with their vespective Grand Masters,
having heen given from ths chair, Bro. Jas. Cruikshank proposed “The health of
the Liord Provost, Magistrabes, and Town Council of Glasgow,” which was responded
to by Bro, Bailic M‘Culloch, who wished that all the town council were members
of the Order, as it might tend to pub an end to many of the petby squabbles which
uecasionally took place. The Chairman then rose, and craved a special bumper for
the toast e was aboub to give. It was one which would be responded to in the
mush cordial manner, not only by this assembly of Brethven, but by all in Scotlnd;
for there was no name of whiel this nation had so much reason to be proud, nor one
which had become so immortal throughout the length and breadth of Caledonia.
He alluded to Bro. Robert Burits.  They now saw a whole people prostrating
themselves before the throne of his geniug, preparations being made in every city,
overy town, nay, in every pavish, to celebrate his nativity. The natives of Scotland
in every part of the world intended to hold the day as a high festival, and he was
sare that the words which were then to be spoken would, if that were possible, add
additional lustre to Burns's already brilliant fame, There was no toast which would
awaken more enthusiastic feeling in the hearts of Scotehmen than the vne he had
to propose.  How had Burns, born a ploughman, whose inspiration was derived
from the fields, the woods, the streams of his native land, gained a reputation in
all countries beyond that of every other poct, bub from the very fact that he was
the poet and painter of nature? To us, who in this counfry could judge of the
fidelity of his pictures, it was not surprising that his fame should be so great, for
they came lome to our feelings ; and b was this which made all Scotland so entiu-
siastic in their praises of Burns. There was no Scotchman to be found in all the
vast extent of Queen Victoria’s dominions who did not rceollect the poebry
of Lurns, and there were few under whose pillow a copy of his works was not
found.  During the war in India, he (the chairman) had been assured that there
were many copies of them. discovered in the knapsacks of the private soldiers
and Laversacks of the officers, while not 2 few remembered his national hymn,
“Scows wha hae wi' Wallace bled,” when engaged in combat with the insurgent
sepoys  There was one pointin connexion with Burns which he would briefly
wentim before sitting down, and that was that therc was no man who, more than
their ceparted Brother, had added dignity to the spirvit of Freemasonry. The fact
had besn mentioned to him since he came into that room, that the signs of the
Order vere to be found on the pyramids of Egypt and the bricks of Nineveh. Ma-
sons hal for long been acenstomed to think that theiv Order could be traced only
as far buek as Solomon’s Temple, but it now appeared that it showed back o the
times ol I'haraoh, nay, even to those when Ninevel rose from the slime lefs by
the delige; and those marks whicl were inseribed by the Masons of hygone days
on theirbuildings were put by Buns on the Bible which he gave to Highland
Mary; kub when he did that he wrote them on & monument more durable than
the pyramids of igypt or the palaces of Nineveh. Tn conclusion, he had only to
request thab in drinking this toast they would do so with the customary solemn
silence. The spivit of Burns still lived—it was immortal—and he accordingly
hoped tlut the Brethven would drink it in the true Masonic style. The toast was
drunk iv solemn silence, the band afterwards playing “ A man’saman for o that,”
anidst mich cheering.  “The Trades’ Flouse, and other chavitable institutions of
the city,” was next given, and replied to by Bro. Deacon Convener Morrison. T'he
chaivmin gain vose, and in proposing the next toast said that he saw from the
card thab this was the S01st anniversary of this Lodge, which was celebrated for
its greab wtiquity and high respectabiliby—but even that number of years was as
nothing conpared with the age of Freemasonry itsclf, as they had discovered from
the ancientmonwents he had already mentioned. They could with truth say
that the intituion was one which had survived all the changes of years, and alone,
of all other: founded by man, had outlived the wreck of time, coming down un-
altered bo tle present day. There was something in this which pointed to its
haviug inbacd a portion of the divine clement into its composition, when they
found that Nasonry was now as full of life, and possessed the same constitubion az
it did in thezarlier ages of the world's history, ~ St. Johw's was one of the oldest
Lodges in thi country, and had contributed in no small degree fo keep up th
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high standing which Freemasonry had attained, He would therefore call upon
them fo dvink prosperity fo it in flowing bumpers. Bro. D. Winton, R.W.M,,
replied, after which, various appropriate toasts were given. The Bros. Adams
were in attendance, and in the course of the proceedings played appropriate musical
selections in a style which added greatly to the harmony of the meeting, The
Christy Minstrels were present during the latter part of the evening, and enlivened
the Brethren with some of their beautiful songs, choruses,&e. Bro. Stembridge Ray
also sang some of his fine melodies, as well as others of the Brethren.

PERTHSHIRE.

" DunBraNE—~—Ancient Lodge—The Brethren met in the Hall of Bro. Dewar
Burden’s hotel, on Monday, Dec, 27th, to celebrate the annual festival of St. John.
The office-bearers elected were—Bros. John Stirling of Kippendavie, R.W.1. ; Jas
Stirling of Holme Hill, D.M.; Alexander Young of Keir Mains, Sub. M.; Alex
ander iScott, Sheriff-Clerk, P.M.; Thomas Fotheringham, S.W.; Wm. Guthris,
J.W. ; Thomas Barty, Secretary, &e. Bro. Stirling of Kippendavie, always auxious
to promote the interests of the Lodge, resolved to revive the ancient custom of a
procession by torch light, a custom which in times gone by was always populw
with the inhabitants and much enjoyed by all, but especially by the younger
Brethren ; and judging from the interest manifested on this occasion, the feeling
now is nowise changed from what it was in *“ days o’ lang syne.” The streets wae
literally crowded, and the windows were oceupied by fair and joyous faces, cn-
trasting strangely with the grave, serious, and even solemn aspeet of the © sons of
light,” which, combined with the slow music and strong gleam of the torches in a
piteh dark night, was something quite oub of the way in these matter-of-fact days.
Altogether we do not recollect of ever seeing this ancient city present such anani-
mated appearance a8 it did that evening. The Brethren of the Lodge, affer the
Procession, sat down to a sumptuous repast in the hotel. The proceedings through-
out reflected much credit upon all taking part in them, and were conducted with
the most gratifying fellowship.

RENFREWSHIRE.

AvcrtERARDER~—On St. John's Day, a meeting of the Freemasons wis held
within their Hall here. The office-bearers were clected for the ensuing rear, as
follows :—Bros. George Hally, R.W.M.—Josiah Smitton, Depute; Alexandsr Rin-
toul, Substitute; Peter Anderson, Senior Warden; Patrick Smitton,!Junior
Warden ; James Smitton, Treasurer; 1t Key Keeper, Peter Malcolm ; 2nd Robert
Winton; George Mailer, Chaplain ; William Miller, Secretary ; Alexander Wilson
and James Grant, Stewards; Jobn Moir, Tyler; John Moir, Robert Wintoa, Lodge
Letters. Committee—Alex. Reid, John M’ Ewan, John Sinclair, John MDonald,
Peter Malcolm, junior ; David Martin. After the meeting o few Brethren sab
down to dinner in the Hall, and the evening was spent in an agreeable mimer.

STIRLINGSHIRE.

SrrrriNe.—Anciont Stivling Lodge (No. 30).~I'he Brethren of this moit ancient
Lodge met in their Lodge room, on St. John's day, for the purpose of installing
the various office bearers for the enguing year. Bro. Adam Dyson, whi has now
been elected for the third successive year to the office of R,W.M,, was duly installed
and placed into the chair, The R.W .M. then installed into office the otler various
office heavers, who were, Bro. Serjeant-Major McMillan, D.M. ; Bro. David Bell,
S.W.; Bro. D. Kilpatrick, JW.; Bro. Wm. McLea, Sec.; Bro, Wm.McRobert,
Treas.; Bro. P. Gardney, SD.; Bro. Geo. Dunbar, J.D.; Bro. Alex, Herd, L.G.;
Bro. Thomas Robertson, Tyler, and Bro. Wm. Belfrage, Edinburgh, Pioxy Master:
After an impressive address from the RW.M,, the Lodge was duly claed; and the
Brethren adjourned to & most sumptuous banquet. !

i
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IRELAND.

COUNTY DOWN.

Sr. Jony’s DAY Iv CastLEWILTAN.—~The above Masonic festival was celebrated
by the Brethren of St. Paul's Lodge, No. 142, on Tuesday evening, Dec. 28th, in
their Lodge room, when Bro. Dr. Chambers, W.M. and Prov. J.G.D., South Down,
assisted by Bro. Herron, P.M.,, duly installed Bro. Hillyard as W.M. The newly
clected Master then proceeded to install Bro. John M'Knight, S.W.; Bro. David
Gibson, J.W. ; Bro. James Hanna, 8,D. ; Bro. John Russell, J.D.; Bro. Thomas
Ferguson, .G ; Bro. Alex. Smith, Org.; and Bro. Andrew Kilpatrick, Secretary.
After some business was transacted, the Lodge was closed in ample form. The
Brethren then sat down to a banquet provided by Bro. Herron in his usual style.
to which ample justice having besn done, the usual loyal toasts were given from
the chair; and the healths of the newly installed Officers having becn received
with enthusiasm, the Brethren separated at an early hour, more convinced than
ever of the love, peace, and barmony pervading the fraternity.

'

CANADA,

ROYAL ARCH.

Toroxro.—~St, Johw's Chapter (No. 75, S.R.).—The regular ammual communication
of this Chapter took place at Toronto, on 23rd September last, when the following
office bearers were elected, viz.: M.E. Comps. Wm. Hay, M.EZ.; A. De Grassi,
H.; J. Jukes, J.; Hugh DMillar, P.Z; Wm. Gaylor, Proxy. Z.; Thos.
Gundry, Scribe B. ; Thos, Ellison, Scribe N, ; P. T. Hill, Treas,; @ Smith, Ist
Soj.; A. T, Scott, 2nd Soj.; Archd. MeKinnon, 3rd Soj.; Jas. Foreman, Janitor,
The office beavers were subsequently duly installed by M.E. Comps. T.D. Harington,
F. Richardson, & B. Wyllie and Hugh Millar, The following resolutions were
unanimously adopted :—1. Proposed by M.E. Comp., Hay, seconded by M.E.
Comp. Wyllie, “ That Most Excellent Comp. Wm, Gaylor, Grand Seribe E, of the
Supreme Grand R.A. Chapter of Scotland, be reguested to act as our representative
in the Supreme Grand Chapter for the ensuing year, and thab the thanks of this
convocation ave due and are hereby tendercd to Comp. Gaylor for various important
serviees rendered to this Chapter, by which its efficiency has been greatly promoted.”
2. Moved by Comp. Hay, seconded by Comp. De Grassi, * That having heard .
read a letter from R.A. Comp. Tully, inviting this Chapter to join a body deno-
nminated ‘ The Grand Chapter of Canada,’ it is hereby resolved, ‘That whereas this
Chapter cannot be transferred to another jurisdietion, unless in direct violation of
solemn obligations on the part of the office bearers and membérs thereof, and
whereas the existence of the various Lodges and councils in connection with
Saint John's Chapter, No. 75, SR, depends on the allegiance of that Chapter to
the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, it is the duty of the
Companions to maintain and uphold in its fullest integrity, the present connection
between this Chapter and its supreme lhead in Scotland.” 3. Moved by Comp.
Gundry, seconded by Comp. McKinnon, “That the Secretary be instructed to
forward o copy of the foregoing resolution to Comp. Tully, with a respectful
acknowledgment of his letter.” Alter the business of the assembly was over, the
company retired to the refreshment room, where an excellent banquet awaited
them,
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INDIA.

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF BENGAL,

A Seperan meeting of the Distriet Grand Lodge of Bengal and its tervitories wi
held ab the Freemason’s Hall, Caleutta, on Friday, the *29th October, when there
were present the R W. Bros. John J. L. Hoff, D. Tvov, GLM. as Prov, G.AL;
Sarauel Smith, P, Prov, GLML 5 Henry Howe, P.D. Prov. G.AL ; Williaw Clark, Prov,
5.G.W. 7 John B. Roberts, Prov. J.GAY.; William J. Judge, . Trov. J.GLW.;
VAV, Bros. Jobm Gray, Prov. (LR, and Offg. Prov. (iS.; Michael 8. Staunton,
T Prov. G ; the W. Bros, Charles I, Tonnevre, Prov. J.GED. as Prov. 8.G.D.;
Alexander H., Ludlie, Prov. G.S. as Prov. J.(LD. ; Thomas Jones, Prov. G Sup. of
W.; Heury Fraser, P, Prov, (. Sup. of W.; George O. Wray, Prov. CL1. as Prov.
G.D. of C.; John Parry, Prov. G.8. as Prov. GL8.B.; Louis A. Emanuel, . Prov,
(.0. 45 Prov. G.O. ; Joseph K. Hamilton, Prov. G.S. as Prov. GL1.: the Proviucial
Grand Stewards, and Representatives of Lodges, No. 80, No. 265, No, 282, No, 531,
No. 715, and No. 740.

The District Grand Lodge was opened in form,

The Deputy Provineial (rand Master stated that this meeting had been called
for the purpose of receiving an important communieation from the Provineial Grand
Master, which he would now read for the information of the District Grand Ledge,
and as the report of this evening’s proceedings would be printed and cireulated
immediately, the same nformation would also be conveyed, gencrally, throughout
the province. The Deputy Provincial Grand Master then read the Provincial
Clrand Master’s letter, as (ollows - —

“To the Provincial Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers, and Members of the

District Grand Lodge of Dengal.

“Dean Bremres,—As I shall not have the opportunity of meeting you again in
Grand Lodge, T adopt this means of announcing o you, with deep regres, that the
stabe of my health renders my immediate reburn to Burope absolutely necessary.

# It is not my intention fo resigi my oflice, at present; but as going beyoud the
limits of my province, and, as provided in Art, 10, p. 47 of the Book of Constitu-
tions, T heveby appoint the Deputy Provincial Grand Master the RV, Bro. John
Jacobh Louis Hotl, Past Junior Grand Warden of England, to exceute all the func-
tions of my Office, in my mune; and for this purpose, I hereby invest him, under
my hand and seal, with all the requisite powers, during my pleasure,

“#hould it be determined that I am not to return to India, I shall, of course,
tender my resignation of the office of Provineial Grand Master, to the MW, the
Grand Master in England.  As, however, such an event is more than probable, T
would reconumend that you should, in the interim, nominate a Brother to be my
successor; and forward your nowination, for submission to the MW, the Chand
Master. The supervision of this lwge province is very important : I trust, there-
fore, that you will give the nomination of a head to rule over it your serious con-
sideration. I need hardly add, that, on taking my scat in the Grand Lodge of
England, as D.1vov.G.M. of Bengal, 1 shall watch over the interests of this province;
which, as having spent fn it many happy yoars of my life, shall cver be cherished
in wy memory with the most kindly recollection. As your representative in
England, my services may be freely commanded by he Provineial Crand Master
and District Grand Lodge of Bengal.

“1 thank you for the support and kindness [ have experienced from yoursclves,
and rom the Cralt generally ; and bidding you all an affectionate farewell, I remain,
dear Brethren,

“Yours fratcrnally and affectionately,
_ “ Janes Ransay, Prov. QAL
“ Cadeuttay, Qctober 22ud, 1858
R. W. Bro. Smith, P, Prov, (.M, then rose and addressed the District Grand
Lodge, as follows :—
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“ Brethren,~In reference to the letter which you have just heard read from
our RW. Prov. G, you will, T am sure, be all desivous to express the regret we
feel, that failing health should render such a communication to this Lodge
necessary,

“You will, I think, also join heartily in expressing the sentiments of respect and
cstecm we entertain for our departing Prov. (M. I thereforc propose—

“ That this District Grand Lodge do express and record its deep regret that a
neccssmy should cxist for the immediate departure from India of our respected
Prov. G, and our sorrow at the cause which renders that departure imperative.

“ That this District Grand Lodge, in its collective capacity, 1ec05,u14es with deep
feclings of alfectionate gratitude, , the dignified and impartial manner in which our
R.W. Prov. G.AL has, for a period of upwzuds of five years, administered the
duties of his high office; the Masonic social feeling which has characterized his
communications with the Craft generally ; and the urhanity of his manner towards
all Brethren who have had occasion individually to seek advice at his hands
personally.

“That these resolutions be recorded in the proceedings of the District Grand
Lodge, and that a copy thercof be forwarded, with a suitable letter, to the R.W.
thc Pwv. GLML of Bengal, Lieut.-Col, James Ramsay.”

The above propositions having been seconded by R.W. Bro. Judge, . Prov.
J.G.W., were put to the vote and carried unanimously.

The D. DProv. G.M., with reference to the arrangement made by the Prowv.
G for the conduet of business during his absence from India, expressed hishope
that (though this would not be the fivst time that the executive dutics of t].llb
provinee would devolve upon him) during the short time that e would rule ov.x
the District Grand Lodge, he would meet with its support.

The District Grand Lodge was then closed in form.

THE WEEK,

Tur festivities usual ab this period of the year are nob omitted at Windsor
Her Majesty has had several dinner and eveping parties during the week. 'The
whole of the royal family are in the enjoyment of good health. ‘There have been
numerous visitors at the castle. The Prince of Wales has started on a tour
on the continent for some monthe ; he will then go to Rome, where he will re-
side for some time to enable him to study the antiquities and objects of classical
and artistic interest. Ile will travel incognito, and be accompaniced by his gover-
nor, equerry in‘ waiting, chaplain, and doctor. The Queen of Spain has cou-
telred the Order of the Golden Fleece on the Prince of Wales. Prince Alfred
would sail from Malta, it was expected, on the 30th ult., for Tanis, and, after
visiting the principal Mediterranesn ports, return to Englund, preparatory to
wndertaking the circnmnavigation of the globe.~——In Paris there has been an
extraordinary panic at the Bourse, in consequence of & rumour of something said
by the Emperor to M. de Hubner on New Year’s day, from which is is inferred
that the relations between France and Austria are in a very critical state.” Some
have suggested a similitude between that incident and the famous interview be-
tween the Iirst Consul and Lord Whitworthin 1503, just previous to the rupture
of the peace of Amiens. In the Constitutionnel, however, we find what purports
to be the exact text of the words employed by the l&mperor to M. Hubner,
namely :—* I regret that our relations with your government are not gom!
as they were, but I request you to tell the lumperor that my personal %e)eliugs
for him are not changed.” A Paris correspondent writes : — The impression
that we are on the eve of s general war gains ground immensely, A few days
ago it was gaid—and said truly—in a Belgian Joumal that war was not believed
in except in barracks. That exception had, perhaps, far more importance than
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was generally attributed to if. I can now assureyou beyond a doubt, that what-

ever turn events may subsequently take, the French ¢ army of Italy’ is at this

moment ready to march ‘on paper”’” Whatever may be the intentions of the
Emperor, he disclaims any warlike intentions for the present. The Moniteur of
Friday has the following :—* For some days public opinion has been agitated by
alarming reports, to which it is the duty of the government to put an end, in

declaring that nothing in our diplomatic affairs authorises the fears which these
remours tend to create.” The government has also spoken on the question of
the slave-trade. At the reception at the Tuileries on New Year’s-day, Prince
Napoleon announced that the imperial government was ready to abandon the
existing system of immigration, provided Great Britain would frankly undertake
to assist I'rance in obtaining coolies from the English possessions for her colo-
nies,——People 2t Vienna are no less persuaded of an approaching war than at
Paris. At Vienna they think the recent occurrences in Servia were brought
about through the instigation of France, with a view to compromise Austria, It
has been reported as Vienna that a conspiracy has been discovered at Cracow,

and that forty persons had been arrested, some of whom were Russian agents,

A well informed correspondent at Milan, says the Austrians seem bewildered,

and are taking measures never heard of before, and which some think perfectly
absurd, In 1848 you would meet scores of people that upheld Austria’s good

right and her virtuous intentions, but you would not find now half a dozen in
the whole Lombarde-Venetian kingdon, Every one is now convinced that if
the Austrians were only once out of Italy, the King of Naples, the Pope, and all

the petty princes of the peninsula would soon change their tone, and that a last-
ing peace might then become & possibility. No one dreams of a republic ; no one
hints at socialism. 'What Italians desire is, to have Ituly governed rationally by
native princes and native laws.——The King of Sardinia opened the Chambers

on Monday last. In his speech he remarked that the political horizon was not

clear—that the future must be awaited with firmness—that the policy of
Piedmont was based on justice and liberty, and that though Piedmont was
small, she was great in the councils of Europe. It respects trenties,” says the
King, “but it is not insensible to “Italy’s cry of anguish.” That is to say,
circumstances may induce the Sardinian government to pay no attention to

treaties. Lt us resolutely await the decrees of Providence,” said the king in
concluding his speech. No doubt can be entertained that he spoke words of
fire, and the legislature which heard them is said to have cried, * Long live the
King,” in acclamations that were prolonged. The war feeling is very strong
inSardinia. Bither thereistobewarbetween France and Austria, or Napoleon I1I,
is duping the Sardinian government, or that governmens has taken leave of its
senses. Itisquiteevident to everybody at ‘Turin, thatthe government desires war,
means was, and is confident that war is at band. The ministerial party, the
intimate friends and duily companions of the ministers, make no secret of it ——-
The petition of the Servian National Assembly that the Sultan will be pleased
to instal Prince Milosch as hereditary prince of Servia, is already on its way to
Constantinople. Milosch has arrived at Cernitz, in Wallachia, and there met
the deputation sent to offer him the crown, He has accepted it for himself, and
not for his son Michael. The Porte does not require that Prince Alexander
should be restored.——Mr. (tladstone has seat home bis report from the Ionian
Jslands, and expects instructions before the opening of the Ionian parliament.
¥ lingland refuses her consent to the union of the Jonisn Republic with Greece,-
the representatives of the people will communicate the wish of the nation to the
powers which signed the Paris treaty, ——The Spanish government and legis-
lature have taken great offence at the way President Buchanan alluded, in his
message, to the probable purchase of Cuba, The supposition that Spain would
sell Cuba is protested againss as offensive. A resolution proposed to the cortes
in support of this declaration was agreed to. The Spanish governmeat has
been nformes officially that complete satisfaction has been granted to Spain for
the exactions of which the Spaniards had been the victims at Tampico, in con-
formity with the demands of the authorities of Cuba,——The immense majority
of the clectors just chogen in Moldavia, for exercising the trust of electing the
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Hospodar, are conservatives in the Austro-Turkish sense; and, consequently,
Michel Stourdze, the candidate of that party for the Hospodariate, has the
greatest chance to become the future ruler,——Lord Stratford has left Naples for
Rome. His long visit has been solely in consequence of Lady Stratford’s wealk
state of health, He has not nzeddled with politics. The Grand-Duke Constan-
tine has left the Sardinian territories for Palermo. The King of Naples is said
to have flatly refused the request to erect a cosling station at Brindisi, on the
ground thot Russis is in friendship with Piedmont,——Everything connected
with the Turkish treasury is more or less complicated with wrong. A strange
scene was lately enacted, the Sultan playing & new part. IHHe was beset by &
crowd of working people clamorous for arrears of pay, and—he was obliged to
pay them ! There has been vast jobbery at work with the proceeds of the late
loan; the government, nevertheless, perseveres in its intention of buying up a
large quantity of the paper money, although it is perplexed by the great number
of forged notes in circulation.——The Arabia has arrived at Liverpool, from
Halifax. A great number of petitions had been presented to congress in favour
of a protective tariff. The house had refused to entertain a resolution directing
the committee on foreign affairs to report & bill anthorising the President to take
possession of Cuba, but had referred to the same committee a bill to enable the
President to enter into negociations with Spain for the cession of that isiand.
A strong filibustering force was being concentrated on the Colorado, to act either
in Central America or Mexico. There was not much change in the position of
affaivs ih the lagter country. Zuloaga was reported to be preparing for flight,
and General Marquez had been defeated by General Degollado. The differences
Dbetween Spain and Mexico were said to have been arranged. There was not
much change in the New York money and stock markets.——News from India
ig satisfactory, Lord Clyde, has rapidly executed one part of his plan, whickh
was to clear the country between the Goomtee and the Ganges. In accomplishing
this, he has beaten Bainie Madhoo, and captured Ametie and Shunkerpoor,
General Grant and Drigadier Smith have both gained victories over the flying
rebels, the latter leader inflicting great siaughter upon them in Bundelcund,
Taatia Topee continues his wonderful flight. Beaten whenever our officers have
4 chance of coming up with him, he is stil) unsubdued, still bas & force to fight
and fly with, Of the death of that extraordinary and admirable man General
John Jacob ; it is not too much to say that his loss is a national calamity,——
Letters and papers of the 16th November from ielbourne, and of the 11th from
Sydney, represent a generally prosperous condition of trade and finance.——
"The discovery of the Indigo diggings has acted as a set-off to the collapse of Port
Curtis expectations, 1t is prophesied of Indigo that the place will scon rival
Ballarat. Ararat, Pleasant Creek, and other diggings are doing well. The
electric telegraph from Sydmey to Melbourne and Adelaide has been opened,
The Chinese Bill has been shelved for the present. ‘The Xlectoral Reform Bill
was gent back to the Assembly, and has since passed through the ordeal of a
consideration in committee by the latter Iouse.——An alarming accident has
occurred on the North London Reilway., A passenger train came into collision
with a heiter which hed strayed on to the line. The train was hurled down the
embankment, but fortunately no injuries more serious than contusions and
Dbruoiges were sustained by any of the passengers.——A terrible accidest has to
be veported at the Agecroft Colliery, Pendlebury. On this ocession it was nog
an explosion of fire-damp, but some negligence with the machinery. The resuls
i3 the violent death of seven persons—three men and four boys. On Monday
last there were no cases on the charge sheet ab Guildhall; the presiding magis-
trate, Alderman Humphery, claimed the customary pair of white gloves.——On
Saturday, John Taylor Whitworth, convicted of the murder of his sweetheurt,
Sally are, was executed at York, The criminal made a full confession
of his guilt, and died apparently penitent for his atracions wickedness.
George Gibson was again brought before Alderman Humphery, at the Guildhall,
charged with being concerned with three other men in the notorious burglary at
Stamford-hill, in the summer of 1856, The prisoner, it appears, was liberated
on & ticket of leave the same month of the robhery (April), and it still remaing
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to ascertain the day of discharge, that the possibility of his being an accomplice
may be cstablished. In order to this another adjournment has taken place for
a week.——A wrétched woman, whose looks endorsed the ples of starvation she
urged in defence, was charged detore Mr. Yardley, at the Thawes police-couvt,
with stealing a table from a furniture broker’s, in Whitechapel-road. The
salesman hiad placed the article in her way, and then set himself in ambush to
watch the result, which came up to his expectations, The magistrate severely
rebuked this person for his conduet in so tempting the prisoner, and merely
sentenced her to two days’ imprisonment.——Thomas Birchmore, late the
relieving officer for St. Pancras, has surrendered for further examination on the
charge of embezzlement. All that was done was t» take, ag a preliminary step,
the depositions of & few parsons who had paid small sums of money on behalf of
friends living in the workhouse, and which had not been accounted for.—The
young woman, Annie Collyer, in custody on the charge of setting fire to the
house of her master, at Wandsworth, has been re-examined. It will be remem-
bered that previous to the total destruction of the dwelling five distinet fives
were said to have broken out. Mer master, an aged gentleman, attended, and
said he believed her innocent ; she was remanded.——Cases of forgery appear
to be remarkably prevalent at the present time. No fewer than five persons
were tried for this offence at the Central Criminal Court last Tuesday. In one
of these cases, William enry Cory, a clerk, pleaded guilty to two charges.
He is a young man respectably connected, who had distinguished himself during
the Crimean war, but has been carrying on & regular system of forgery since his
return to this country. e was sentenced to six years’ penal servitude,——
Lieutenant Higginson was tried for his assult nupon Alderman Salomons. He
kept the court the whole of the day in cross-examining witnesses, and reading
his own defence, but nobody but himself could see the relevancy of anytbing he
said. Nobody, and least of all Alderman Salomone, wished to be severe with
. him, and so he wag liberated on entering into his own recognisances, and pro-
mising to appear for judgment whenever called upon. He promised never again
to interfere with Alderman Salomons.——Iochanowski, the soi-disant Russian
noble, and his two confederates, were tried on Thursday on the charge of
manufacturing forged plates of Russian promissory notes, They were convicted ;
Kochanowski was sentenced to ten years’ penal servitude, and the others to five,
——(teorge Lelievre was tried forthe manslaughter of Charles John Williams by
Itnocking him down, whereby hisleg was broken, from the effects of which he died.
The prisoner assaulted the deceased, who was passing through the street,
because he refused to assist in picking up prisoner’s friend, who, as well as him-
self, was intoxicated. The jury found him guilty, and he was sentenced to three
months’ imprisonment, without hard labour-——Roper, the Greenwich corn
dealer, has also been tried on a charge of arson and fraud, the theory of the pro-
secution being that he had set fire to his own house, thereby causing the death
of two of his children, and that he had inserted in his claim on the insurance
company property which he had removed before the fire. The case occupied the
whole of the day. The cross-examination of several of the witnesses for the pro-
secution gave a turn to the evidence favourable to the prisoner. Mr, Serjeant
Bellantine delivered a very forcible address on behalf of the prisoner, and the
jury returned a verdict of not guilty.——Gloucester Gale pleaded guilty to
marrying six wives, and was sentenced to four years’ penal servitide.——Satur-
day the appeal of Mr. Curtis against the decree of the Judge Ordinary of the
Court of Divorce was heard before a full court, consisting of Lord Campbell, Mr,
Baron Martin, and the learned Judge Ordinary, Sir C. Cresswell. Mr. Curtis
supported his own appeal ; but the court, without calling on the counsel for Mts,
Curtis, dismissed the appeal, and confirmed the decree of Sir C. Cresswell of
judicial separation, on the ground of cruelty by Mr. curtis towards his wife.
The court passed judgment in the case of divorce between Mr, and Mrs. Evans, on
the ground of adultery, and condemned the defendant, Mr. Robinson, in costs.—
Tive more arrests have been made during the week in Kilkenay and Belfast,
The real nature of the Phenix Society, with its numerous branches, is coming
out, Some of the objects of the confraternity are to collect money for the
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defence of prisoners, and to intimidate witnesses or jurors. The evidence of two
of the approvers appears to warrant the decided measures taken by the Irish
exeentive, No doubt is left as to the existence of the Phenix club, with its ma-~
chinery of illegal oaths, drilling, and the collection and manufucture of arms,——
The disputes between the Tondon General and Saloon Omnibus companies are
likely soon to reach a termination. A more amicable epirit has arisen between
the representatives of each company, and it las been agreed that the question
should be referred to Mr. Barstow, of the common law bar, his decision and
award to be final.——The political news of the week in scanty. One of the
most noticeable facts in connexion with the progress of the reform question is,
that Mr. Bright is, in self-defence, obliged to decline attcnding any more publie
meetinge, with the exception of one at Bradford on the 17th instant, before
Parliament agsembles. Ministers are all out of town, but a cabinet council was
agsembled on Monday last, to'fix the date of the meeting of Parliament.
Report speaks of Lord Derby’s desire for an early opening..——The graphic
description given a few days since in the columns of the Z%mes, of the Field-iane
Refuge for the Destitute- of the awful suiferings of the houseless poor—has
deservedly created a very considerable amount of excitement among the public,
and elicited a corresponding amount of material sympathy in the shape of money
contributions towards the funds of the Refuge itself —Mr, Iirnest Jones has
bronght an action for libel against Mr. G. W. M. Reynolds. Mr. Tidwin James,
Q.C,, has been retained on behalf of Mr. Jones ; and the case is expected to come
on in Hiliary term.—1T& is said that the Government purpose to transfer the
library and museum at the Fast India House to the British Museum.
According to the return of the registrar-general, there was not much change in
the condition of the health of the metropolis in the past week. The deaths
were 1494; being 48 above the average rate. The mortality from scarlatina
continues at a high rate, being again fatal in 135 cages. There were 1994 births
during the week.——The general business of the port of London continues
inactive. The number of ships reported inward during the past week was 171,
and those cleared outward amounted to 109, including 23 in ballast, Of thoze
on the berth londing outwards, 55 are for the Australian colonies, 9 for China, 2
for San Francisco, and 2 for Vancouver's Island.———The half-yearly meeting of
the proprietors of the Colonial Bank was held on Wednesday. The business of
the half year has been very successful, the net proiits amounting to 36,3207,
which allows a dividend of four per cent. to be paid for the six months, and
leaves 16,3200, to be carried to the reserve fund. This fund is consequently
increased to 37,085 ‘The directors’ repors was agreed to.—The proposed
dividend of the Union Bank of Austratia for the past half year is at the rate of
20 per cent. per annum.-——At an extraordinary meeting of the Turopean and
Amcrican Steam Shipping Company, held on Thursday, a new board was elected,
consisting of the following gentlemen, namely :— Colonel HMolloway, Captain
Shwttleworth, and Mossrs, Lambert, Saward, Donaldson, Dawson, Stebbing and
Austen. It is understood that arbitration between Messrs. Croskey and Co.,
aud the company will be recommended by the new board, as well as the cancel-
ment of the existing agreement,

——

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS,

- Trere i3 little novelty to record in the theatrical world this week. At Covent
Garden and Drury Lane, the management rely upon the attractions of their
Christmas entertainments, without any variation.——-At the Haymarket Thea-
tre, Miss Amy Sedgwick re-appeared on Monday in the #Love Chase.” -—Bro,
Webster, at the Adelphi, has produced for Mr, Toole the farce of « The Birth-
place of Podgers,” which was originally played at the Lyceum.—-“The Winter's
‘Tale™ hag been again revived at Sadler’s Wells, with the same classic taste as
hefore.—— At the Lyceum, “Marion de 'Orme” appears to flag a little, and a
new drams is announced as in preparation,
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NOTICES

All communications for the Editor, to ensure insertion in the next week’s
number, should be forwarded to the office, 2, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, . C.,
not later than Saturday.

Tllustrated covers for the last volume of the Magazine for 1858 are now ready,
. price 1s.; or the volumes (containing twenty-six numbers) may be had bound
price 14s, 8d., or with gilt edges 155, 6d. Brethren ean have their volumes bound
at the office if they desire it, for 1s, 0d., or with gilt edges 2s. 6d,

Advertisers will oblige by forwarding their favours at the latest by 12 o'clock
on Monday morning.

We shall be happy to receive essays or lectures on Masonic subjects, returning
them (should they not be accepted) if desired.

T0 CORRESPONDENTS,

-—

© “P.M” and “M. M.” shall be attended to. Bro. Heynemann, of Philadelphis,
United States, is about to publish as full a Masonie Divectory as possible,

“ A Consrant Reaper.” — The border of a Masonic oflcloth should, in our
opinion, be of the same colour as the centre, only indented or tesselated. The
tassels to represent gold. In Scotland they make no reference to the besselated
border, but to the taselled corners of the Lodge,

A ConrzsroNpENT wishes to know who are the manufacturers of Masonic
carpets. ’

“H. A, H”—~We can see 10 objection to the introduction of a"dirge Tato the
ceremony in question. Indeed we should consider it rather an improvement than
otherwise, if efficiently executed, ’



