No. XXVI—-JUNE 29, 1859,
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"TO OUR READERS,

Wirs our present number we close, not only the first volume for
1859, mt the ostavo series of our Magazine—and in doing so we are
happy to acknowledge with gratitude the assistance and the kindly
expressions of appreciation of our labours with which we have been
honoured, and which have sustained us in our efforts to maintain for
the Order o truthful and independent organ of the opinions of the
Craft.  Our next number will appear in an enlarged form, in
whick we shall, from time to time, introduce such improvements as
will, we hope, render us worthy of the increased support and assist-
ance of the brethren. As we think performances at all times better
than promises, we shall not now enter into any details as to the
future, but simply thanking the brethren for their past support, trust
that we may continue to deserve their confidence and approbation.

GRAND LODGE.

WE had hoped that with the discussion at the Grand Lodge on the
1st instant, party feeling would have died away, and the brethren
comprising that august agsembly have devoted themselves to the
endeavour to promote the best interests of the Craft and the impor-
tant business relative to the disposal of our property, which must,
within the next few months, come under our consideration, But we
have been disappointed ; and at the Special Grand Lodge held on
Thursday last to complete the business of that of the 1st instant, the
Clab party met in full force and poured forth their vancour to the

ubtermost.
The first subject of discussion was that for vaising the salary of the
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Grand Secvetary, in pursuance of the last veport of the Board of
Gleneral Purposes, in which appeared the following pavagraph :—

“The Board have had their attention dirccted to the present dutics of
the officers in the Girand Sceretary’s department; and they are of opinion
that the salary of the Grand Secretary is inadequate, and is not a sufticient
remuneration for a gentleman who, owing to the increase of work, is
compelled to devote the whole of his time to the duties of the office ; and
they recommend to Grand Lodge that the salary of the Grand Secretary be
raised to £400 per annum.  The Board further recommend that the salavy
of the second clerk (Bro. Buss) be raised to £150 per annum, and that
such increase of salaries shall take place from the 1st January, 1859.”

That this recommendation, however founded in justice, would be
allowed to pass unchallenged or without protest, we did not expect,
but we were not prepared for the strong expressions of opinion on
Thursday last—which we feel were divected, not against the man
so much as against those who, rightly or wrongly, were supposed to
have been the authors of the paragraph above guoted. The increase
to the salavy of the Grand Secretary was formally moved by the
President of the Board of General Purposes; leaving it to Bro.
Joseph Smith, G Puisuivant, the proposer of the increased salary
in the Board of Gencral Parposes, to state the grounds wpon which he
founded his proposition. This Bro. Smith did, by stating that Bro,
Clarke was no party to the motion—that he had never spoken to him,
or, so far as he knew, to any other person on the subject ; but that he
(Bro. Smith) had oviginated it frowm « feeling that a gentleman who
devoted the whole of his time to the dutics of his oftice—not only his
whole time in officc hours, but frequently five or six hours in the
evening after quitting the office—was but inadequately renrunerated at
£300 a year. In support of his motion, he urged that two years
since a committee of the Board of General Purposes had taken into
consideration the dutics of the ofticers, when it had leen unanimously
resolved to recommend that the Grand Scoretary’s salary should he
£400 per annum ; that of the Assistant Grand Secvetary £300 ; and
a proportionate addition wade to the allowance of the other officers.
Two brethren were afterwards added to the Committee, and a division
of opinion took place which led to the Board of General Purposes re-
commending that no alteration be for the present made in the
salavies of the officers. e knew thab it wight be answered that the
late Grand Secretary never had more than, £400 a year, and that for
a long period he only received £300. But, they must recollect, that
Very Warshipful brother did not devote the whole of his time to the
business of the office, whilst Bro. Clarke did so, and was at all
times accessible to the brethren whenever they wanted to sce him.
Ho based the vesolution on the justice of his position, and trusted
it would be unanimously supported—the more especially as Grand
Lodge had overruled the former decision of the Board of Gleneral
Purposes and inoreased the salavy of the Assistant Grand Secretary ;
that of the junior clerk in the office having been also increased:
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These were plain and intelligible gronnds on which to base the reso-
lution, and such as we had foreseeu must ab some time be brought
before Ghrand Lodge ; as will be proved by o reference to our
number of June 23vd, 1358, where, after expressing our concurrence
in the increase of salary granted to Bro. Farnfield (though as a rule
we disapproved of Grand Lodge taking the details of financial arrange-
ments into its own hands) we wrote :—¢ One thing is vow clear, the
Board of General Purposes must reconsider the whole question of
remuaneration in the Grand Secretary’s office ; for o certainly will le «
most curious anomaly for the superior officer to be paid less, or even as little
as his assistant.  Should the Grand Secretary’s salary be raised,
another question will avise—one which cannot be passed over in
silence. Three Officers will have had their salavies vaised ; the fowrth
may fairly ask ave not his claims to be considered also?”

In the words we have italicised lay the whole gist of the question—
and not only did we then prepare the brethven for the emly consider-
ation of the question of Thursday last, bub it is clear from the speech
which Bro. Whibmore made at the Special Grand Lodge, on June
16th, 1858, in moving the addition to Bre. Farnfields-salary, that he
also foresaw, if his motion was carried, that of Thursday last would
follow as a nabwral sequence—for he then said, in explaining the
reasons which might he urged against the vote,

*“ One was, that should they agree to the vote, the Assistant Secretary’s
salary would be greater than that of the Sceretary ; but the question they
had to consider was, not how much the Secretary received, but what the
Assigtant Sccretary deserved.”

i

On the motion for increasing the Grand Secretary’s salary on
Thursday last being put, Bro. Stebbing opposed it on the ground that
the Grand Secrctary had been hub recently appointed ; that the late
Grand Secrebary and the present Assistant Grand Secretary did not
get their sulavies increased until after having been many years in office,
and then not in cousequence of increased duties, but for many years of
continued and zealous services,  Bub what said Bro, Whitmore upon
this point last year ?

%1t would be well to eonsider what had been the past and what were the
present dutics of Bro, Farnficld.  He held in his hands a table which showed
that within the last twelve years the business of Grand Lodge, in the mere
registration of those who joiged cither particular Lodges or Masonry in
general, had increased threefold, and there was, of course, a corresponding
increase in the accounts of Grand Lodge; and although Bro. Farnfield had
for many ycars kept the cashbook, no onc could ever say that he had kept
a farthing of the cash. Another civcumstance, which had tended to increase
the business of the Grand Sccyetary’s office, was the interest in Masonic affnirs
which the Freemasons’ Magazine had created among the Brethren generally,
and which had led to a vast deal of correspondence between the country
and colonial Lodges and the Grand Lodge.” ’

Tt is true that he added that it was nob so much for the present as
for the past services of Bro, Farnfield that he asked for the increase
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of salary—{hose services heing “entitled to a grateful recognilion at
their hands.”  Bro. Stebhing also objected to the vote, on the ground
that it would limit the powers of Grand Lodge in their ehavitable
donations ; appavently forgetting that the increase of salavy to the
officers would come, not from the Benevolent, but from the General
Fund of Ghand Lodge, which at the present moment is in excess of
the demands made upon it by upwards of £2000 a year. Bro.
Symonds, in supporting the original motion, stated that Bro. Stebhing
had not urged that £400 a year was more than the Grand Sceretiry
ought to have, but that as Bro, White only had £300 per annum
for many yeas, so should the present Grand Seeretary be content with
the same amount, forgetting how largely the business of the office
had increased ; for wheveas the number of certifieates for new mem-
bers issned in 1842 ouly amounted to 1,403, they had gradually in-
creased, until in 1856 the number was 3,821 ; and the revenue of
Arand Lodge had increased in the same perviod from £3,774 to £5,809
per annum,  The Grand Secretavy therefore nowthad to devete his
whole time to the duties of the office, wheveas the previous Grand
Seerctary had in addition to that office held a luerative situation
apart from Freemasomy.,  'We nced not follow the discussion ab any
length heyond stating that after Bro, Cooper, the Prov, Girand Master
for Kent, had supported the oviginal motion, Bro, Mason, in a speech
marked for its good taste and absence from passion, moved that that
part of the veport which recommended the increase to the salary of
the Grand Secretary, be not adopted.  On this a long and animated
discussion followed, in which Bro. Binckes supported the amendment
on the ground that twelve months since the Board of General Pur-
poses had recommended that there should be no inerease in the
salaries-—twelve months since Bro. Binckes voted for setting that
report on one side so far as rvegavded Bro. Farnfield; and Bro.
Whitmore (who entertained the highest respect for Bro, Clarke) for
the wmost comical of all comical reasons—that as Bro. Clarke had
not asked for any increase of salary, they bad better wait i1l he did
so.  Whilst one or two other speakers, to carry out this excellent joke,
argued, that if they raised Bro. Clarke’s salary now, they wounld de-
prive themselves of the power and pleasure of doing so five or seven
years hence,  The case in support of the increased grant having been
well argued by Bros. Le Vean, Gregory, and Savage, Bro. the Rev,
G. R. Portal rose, and with the amenity. and charity which so dis-
tinguishes him, impovted the first spice of personality into the discussion
hy calling attention to the circumstance, that in the correspondence on
the late Canadiun dispute, Bro, Hlavington wrote, © Your lotters ave
so personal as very much to embarrass matbers,” d&e., thereby showing
the want of cfficiency and courtesy of the Grand Sccretary. Bro.
McEntyre followed Bro. Portal, but upon the opposite side, and was
followed by the Deputy Grand Master with a crushing answer to Bro.
Portal, declaring that the letbers complained of, were in fact written
by divection of the Grand Master—letters of which the Grand Master
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was substantially the aughor, wnd with the cognisance of himself (the
Deputy Grand Master), Bro, Clarke being no move vesponsible for
them than the pen with which he wrote them. The President of the
Board of Geueral Purposes having exercised his vight of reply, the
question was put, and the amendment negatived, not more than two
hands beyond those of the speakers being held up for it—or about
ten in all-—and the original motion carried amidst Joud cleering.

We certainly approve of the decision, on more grounds than one ;
fivst, on that which we alluded to last year ; sr,u)nd]y, hecanse wu
believe that it is better to pay even five or six hundred pounds & year
for the undivided and efficient services of u gentleman, shan half the
amount for those of ong, who, however cﬂmmt cannob give his whole
attention to our business; thud y, because we behcw tlnb an il paid will
he sure to become « discontonted and earcless officor ; 5 and, fourthly, be-
cause we are convinced that Bro, Clarke has, by the great attention he
has paid to the duties of lis office, descrved the consideration of the
brethven ; and we express this opinion with the less relucsance, be-
cause we were amongsh those who, ab the tine of his appoinlment,
looked upon it with suspicion, if not with misgivings as to his (uali-
feations for ib.

This question setbled, that of ncreasing the salary of Bro. Buss,
from £115- to £130, was brought forward by the President of the
Board of General Puarposes, and seconded by Bro. Whitimore, both of
whom bore testimony to his eflicicney, courbesy, and value ag an offiver
of the Craft ; an opinion which was unanimously and deservedly
endorsed by Grand Lodge.

The next question brought forward by the President of the Buard
was, bhe appointment of a professional accountant as « paid auditor of
Grand Lodge accounts. A proposition sv reasonable, and of such
importance, lovking af the amount of our income, which is avnually
growing, that we should have thought it would not have met with
any opposition—the more especially by any one who knows what a
perfect favce the present system of audit is,. Once a yewr some
cighteen or twenty brethren, heing Masters of Lodges, taken in rota-
tion, are called together at seven o'clock, a large number of books
laid before them, aund intimation given them that supper will be veady
at nine. A balance sheet is produced, perhaps one or two add it up ;
the Tyler announces that sapper is upon table—a few brethren
append their signatures tu the balance sheet, and the audit is complete,
We put it to the brethven, whether any rational man in business with
partners—whether any public conpany, with a swplus income, grow-
ig in importance trom year tu year, would e coutent with suck an
Amht and we need not stop to inguire what would be the answer ¢ Tt
is no 4 ply to say thab the system has gone on for years, and there has
heen no detideation in the accounts 1L is no wrgument, that beeause
we have been hitherto blessed with hovest oflicers, that therefore we
shall always be so. The prudent man Jocks his stablo before the horse
is lost, aud it is now, whilst theve i3 no roow to doubt as Lo every
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thing being in a good condition, that we should take every precauntion
for keeping them so.  Wo cannot say that we have any experience in
the manner of conducting the audit ; it has not fallen to the twu of
the Lodges in which we have passed the chair to come in the list to
send an auditor during our yewr of office ; but it did happen that
during his mastership, Bro. Binckes—who it must be admitted, is a
good man of figures—vas called upon to act as auditor ; and bearing
testimony to the inefficiency of the audit, he seconded the motion for
employing un eflicient accountant. Heve then was every appearance
ot a second unanimous decision ; but no—Bro. Whitmore could not ap-
prove of the motion, the more especially as e saw a chance of casting
a reflection on the Board of General Purposes clected at the lasb
meeting, and through them on the brethren who clected the Boord
and passed a vote of censure upon him for giving a notice of motion
impugning the conduct of the Grand Registrar—or allowing ib to be
given in his name whilst he had not the havdihood to propose or sup-
port it.  Fle proposed that the present system of audit should be
continued—more time, however, heing given for the performance of the
duty, and the sapper postponed until another evening—helieving it
less liable to abuse than the proposed alteration, as he could conceive
that a time might arvive when a Bowrd of General Purposes less pure
than the present might so cook the accounts as to deceive any pro-
fessional accountant.  Anything move gratuitous or unbecoming than
the sneor with regard to the purity of the Board of Geneval Purposes
could not he well conceived, the more especially when taken in con-
nection with the opposition of Bro. Whitmore’s friends to the election
of that Board less than a month sinee. It is impossible to believe in a
period arviving when thirty gentlemen, one half of whom are nominated
Dby the Grand Master, aud the other half elected by the free suffrages
of their brethren in Grand Lodge, could combine with the paid officers of
the Craff, to “cook the accounts,” for the purpose of decciving the
auditors and the Cralt ; and if such a thing could take place, it would
certainly be more likely nnder the present system than that of & paid
auditor, who after all will be only another check on the acewracy of
the acconnts, as the audit commitéee is to he continued as heretofore,
and the balance sheet preparved by the official auditor, submitted to
their consideration, instead of the unvouched balance sheets such as
they have hitherto had lad hefore them. Bro. Stebbing also opposed
the motion, but on the fairer ground that he objected to adding
to the cxpenses of Grand Lodge, and he had no confidence that
the £30 now asked for might not in some fabure year be inereased to
£30. 'We do not sympathise with Bro. Stebbing in his fears. Indeed
we hope that the time will aive, and that, too whilst Bro, Stebhing
continues a member of Grand Lodge, when the Grder shall have so
risen in importance, and our revenue so increased in amounnt, as to
vender it absolutely necessary, as an ach of justice, to raise the amount
of remunerntion given to the aaditor.  The motion was carvied and
some formal business transacted,
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‘We now approach a period of the cvening, the recollection of which
we wish, for the honour of Freemasonry, we could altogether blot from
our minds and abstain from noticing—but that our duty to the Craft
forbids ; and in speaking of it we shall do so most dispassionately,
and “more in sorrow than in anger.” Bro. Binckes brought forward
a metion which has, for some time, been standing on the agenda paper :
“That it is inexpedient to publish the discussions in Grand Lodge in
the printed minutes of proceedings of the quarterly communications, as
issued from the Grand Secretary’s oflice,”—basing his argument in its
support solely upon the ground that in those reports certain expressions
ofhis had been “ suppressed” or “garbled” by the executive. Anything
more absurd it is difficult to imagine ; for that is a charge which Bro.
Binckes is in the habit of making against every veport of his speeches,
and which was made against ourselves last week—as though all the
world were engaged in a conspiracy to disparage the ovatorical abilities
of Bro. Binckes. The woishipful brother concluded his addvess by
asking to be allowed to withdraw his motion ; but having made his
statement, it was then too late; and it heing ruled that without the
comsent of the Grand Lodge he could not do so, the President of
the Board of General Purposes vose to veply, and doubtless, smarting
under the continual insults which have been cast upon him by Bro.
Binckes anil his friends, spoke with undue warmth—a warmth which
we can pardon wnder the provocation, but which we think would
have Deen better avoided.

After disclaiming for himself and colleagues having anything to do
with the prepavation of the reporls, and expressing his opinion that
they were not © garbled,” but weve fairly veduced from the shorthand
writer’s notes by the Grand Scevetary, Bro. Havers # hwded back the
charge with contempt, and pronounced it a wicked and haseless fabri-
cation.” The applause which followed this somewhat injudicious
observation, showed that Grand Lodge fully sympathised with the
brother under the provecation on which he was speaking ; but Bro.
Whitmore, as i to add fael to fire, vose and said that in the early
part of the evening he had stated that he piticd Bro. Havers—he now
“despised” him,  T'his was followed by lowd cries of “ Order,” and the
Grand Master called upon Bro. Whitmore for a vetractation of the
word, on the ground that it was wnmasonic—and some light sparring
ensued as to what was uninasonic, which vesulted in mutual expla-
nations, and which, we hope, will put an end to the matter. Bub Bro,
Binckes and his friends mush be tanght that they must not be per-
mitted to continually occupy the time of Grand Ledge with offensive
and unsupported charges against any hody of the brethyen, be they in
office or not, and though an occasional hasty expression or even im-
proper vemark in the heat of debate may be excused, a continuance in
an habitual indulgence in imputing unworthy motives and dishonour-
able conduct to any brother, will bring down upon themn the well
mervited censure of Grand Lodge.  Bro, Binckes is a type of a class of
men, of whom in the cowse of owr cavger as public journulists
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we have met with many specimens—the most notable, perhaps, being
the late John "O’Connell, who, speaking upon all and every subject at
an intolerable length, felt himself aggrieved if his speeches weve not
reported in fill. And we have a vivid recollection of the period when
that gentleman, to revenge himself on the presy, raised the point of
privilege (of strangers being present) night after night, to exclude t!le
reporters from the gallery—to the gratification of those gentlemen for
the time being, and ultimately to cover himself with ridicule and
contempt. The fact is—absolutely full reports of the proceed-
ings either in parliament, Grand Lodge, or elsewhere, it is
impossible to give in any journal ab present existing ; and, were it
possible, the life of man would be too short to enable him to wade
through such reports, unless he were to forego all other pursuits, and
give up the time requived for necessary rest and refreshment.  We pride
ourselves on the accuracy of our reports ; but we admit that they ave
necessarily abbreviated, and for the reasons we have stated. Indeed,
we believe that the public have very little conception of what veport-
ing veally is, and look upon it as a mere mechanical employment of
franseribing the words of the speakers ; whilst it really requires con-
siderable mental and discriminative powers in giving the thoughts of
obhers clothed in closer and terser language than that oviginally used.
To give an example of what close reporting would be, we may state
that & verbatim veport of the proceedings of Thursday last would, in
the small news type of the Z%mes, oceupy from thirteen to fourteen
columns of that journal ; and that a “ double debate,” as it is called,
e debate both in the Lords and in the Commons—onc say of
eight hours, and the other of ten hours duration (no very uncommon
event on parliamentary Fridays), would §ll from fifby-five to sixty
colmns, or sowmething like o Tumes and a quarter, whilst the actual
reports rarely exceed from twenty to twenty-five columns,

To return to the subject before us, the Deputy Grand Master ex-
pliined that the proceedings of Grand Lodge were first published in
consequence of unfair reports which used to appear in unauthorized
publications, and defended the usefulness of the authorized reports.
We are not going to deny the usefulness of the reports ; but we may
be pardoned for expressing an opinjon—that the original veason for theiy
publication by Grand Lodge no Jonger exists ; and we take credit to
the present managers of the Freemasons’ Aagazine for having intros
duced a fair and honest system of reporting (throngh professional
reporters) into Grand Lodge ; and publishing those veports, as we now
do with the sanction of the Grand Master, we should justly subject
ourselves to his consuve, and the ruin of owr property, were we to fail
to vender them as accurate as possible. That the quarterly rveports
are looked forward to with interest in owr distant possessions, we ave
well aware ; and upon that ground their publication should he con-
tinued ; onc of the great causes of complaint against w late officer of
the executive, who all highly respect, being thab they were rendeved
perfectly useless by delay—three, four, or five quarters’ reports being
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simultaneously issued ; but as bygones ave to be bygones, we shall
say nothing further on that subject. :

In conclusion, we may observe, that “the party” having seen the
inutility of attacking the Grand Master, supported, as late cvents
showed him to be, by almost the unanimous voice of the Craft, have
determined to make a dead set against every officer of Grand Lodge,
and more especially against the President of the Board of General
Purposes, whose talents they fear, and of whom they complain for his
wanb of patience and forbearance. Let them cease their continuous
and unfounded attacks, and we will warrant they will have no reason
to complain of the want of forbearance of Bro, Havers, who now fills
the office of President of the Board, which, notwithstanding it is one
of the most laborious in the Craft, confers mo rank; and Bro.
Havers receives through it no honours beyond these long since con-
ferved upon him. Whilst, therefore, he honestly and efficiently per-
forms his duty—and if he does it not, let some member of the
Board of General Purposes, or Girand Lodge, arraign him—the Craft
are bound to support him, and secure him from those personal attacks
which the Observer party so lavishly make upon him. It s clear that,
thwarted at every point, that fuction—for it is unworthy the name of
a party—are now bent only upon obstructing the legitimate business
of Grand Lodge and vilifying the executive—thus reflecting, through
kis officers, upon the Grand Master himself ; « system which must be
pub down by the expression of the opinion of the Craft acting through
its representatives in Grand Lodge. If dishonourable conduct can be
proved against any member of the executive, leb it be brought boldly
forward, and let the penalty which he will have deserved fall upon
him 5 but if he be not guilty, he must be supported by the Craft, and
his traducers consigned to the contempt they so vichly deserve,

SECRET SOCIETIES OF THE MIDDLE AGES.—V,
THE VEHMIQUE TRIBUNAL (CONCLUDED):

Tue French romance, which we have already so copiously quoted,
describes a fortress of the Vehm in the Julian Alps. A tvaveller, we
ave told, on a journey of plensure in Carniols, discovers a navrow
winding pass in the Alps, which his coriosity leads him to explore
The patlt is most difticult; and aceessible to only one man at o time
by whicli means it was impregnable cven to an army. A6 last he
arrives it the door of the stronghold, and is pounced upon by the
myrmidons of the asseciation, who, finding his explanations satistac-
tory, with pretended hospitality offered him refreshment and wine
so drugged as to throw him into profound sleep.

When he awoke, he found that he was lying in o weadow, and hes
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held the Julian Alps in the distance, but they were in the north, as
he found from observing the position of the sun; whereas, were he in
Carniola, they should stand in the south, The green fields, moreover,

the trecs, the richly cultivated land, all showed him clearly that he
was nob i m cold and comfortless (L‘n‘mol't, and finding on inquiry in a
peasant’s cottage, much indeed to the dstomshment of its inmates, that
bhe was in Ttaly; that the day was only the day after that on which he
had entered the building ahove described; and, above all, that the
jowrney from Italy into Carniola could only be made by o civcuitous
and diflicult road, in three days at the very least—his amazement at
the fact that he had positively passed from Carniols into Ttaly in one
day knew no bounds. To the astonishment, we said, of the inmates
of the cotbage—of all but one—ifor the father of the family, on hearing
the account given by the traveller, recognized all its particulavs, hav-
ing travelled the same journey ]nmaclf, “with adventures nearly iden-
tical. Both were warned never to allow their cuwriosity to tempt them
again to penetratc the secrels of that “lerrs dncognila ; secrecy,
under the most dreadful penadties, was imposed upon both of them.

But in spite of these threuts, owr traveller and his new friend, the
peasant, determined on again O\])lm ing this mountain stronghold ; for,
on comparing notes, thcy found. that an interval of six years had
elapsed between their visits, and that they had both been entreated
while in the building, in the most piteous tones, to release a very
mnwilling prisoner, who they found must be one and the same indi-
vidual. Both agreed that it must have heen to conceal the road by
which they left the building, that their wine was drugged; and that
from this fact, in addition Lo the accomplishment of & three days’

journey in one day, this forbress must be the contre of some marvellously
shovt cub from Carnioln into Ttaly.

Both having regained conscionsness in about the same spot, they
determined fo continue thoir researches in that quarter; and accordingly,
ascending an eminence close o the field near the peasant’s cottage,
they proceeded four or five miles into the mountains, and at length
enfered a narrow gorge, hounded by overhanging rocks and fremen-
dous precipices. About a quarter of n mile along this gorge they
found, after a long search, a path, so concealed as almost to elude
observation, leading through a cavern, at first not above a yard in
width, and scarcely five feeb in height, hut after about the first
hundred paces, of more enlarged dimensions, and gradually increasing
in size till they emerged on the brink of & precipice, along which ran
a ledge nearly four fcx,t wide. Entering on this ledge, they proceeded
without interruption for upwards of half an hour when the ledge
joined a path which wound its civcuitous way between the mountams.
Through this they continued to advance till they arvived at a chapel,
from which the road heanched oft in two diffcrent divections. As
neither of these paths gave any indication whether it led in the direc-
tion they wished or noi; they determined to explore both, each taking
one, and retwrning to the chapel to veport progress to each other.
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The peasant discovered nothing of consequence ; but after losing
himself he was only enabled, with the most arduous toil, to retrace his
steps.  His companion, after pursuing his road for about two hours,
foond that b grew gradually narrower, and at Jength led to a dark
cavern abous six yards in length, Interiug this, and stretching out
his avms to guide hilself, his hands came in contact with the wood-
work of a door in a partition, and he felt convinced that the object of
his search was aftained; hut being alone, he daved not earry his inves-
tigations further. He roturned to the chapel, and was vejoined by his
companion the peasant. They then retraced their steps to the door in
the eavern, and with great labour and difficulty they noisclessly forced
a passage through this door, finding themselves in a passage between
the outer wall of a building and the panelling of a room. They were
Just about to hold a whispered consultation as to what father steps
were to be taken, when they were saved the trouble of further deli-
beration by an unforeseen accident. The foot of the traveller suddenly
slipped, and he foll against o panel, which gave way and burst into
the apartment dragging his companion with him just as an elderly
female eutered it. For one to vush to the door to secure it, while the
other with an uplifted dagger summarily compelled her to silence, was
the work of an instant. Both instantly recognized the apartment in
which they had been proviously to the administration to them of the
drugged wine, and were, therefore, thoroughly convinced that they
had attained the object of their search.

“Silence, as you value your life,” exclaimed the traveller, to the
terrified woman, who they soon found was the matron of the convent.
“ No harmn shall hefall you, if you will truly answer a fow questions
which we have to put to you; but I declare most positively, that
you will hitberly vepent any abbempb to create an alarm, or to summon
assistance.  Moveover, such n course, even if it did succeed in bringing
hither the ent-throat wyrmidons of your superior, would be unavail-
ing, for in the cavern with which that panel comnumnicates, ave twelve
of our friends, all well avmed, and veady to enter this acoursed den at
a moments warning.  ‘T'ell me, is there not a prisoner confined within
the walls of this convent ”

“There is, sir,” veplied the tervified woman ; “but pray do not
injure me, and I will tell you all T know.”

“Speak freely.  What is his name ¢

“I never heard ib, nov indeed have I ever seen him ; he is confined
in the covered court, and my occupations do not lead me thither.
But T have heard that he is-a German nobleman.”

“ Ah! and how long has he heen a prisoncr here ¥

« About eight years,” was the answer. “ He was brought here in
the night time, and with great scereey, and T have never been able to

" hear very much about him.” ’

“Are you aware upon what pretence the man is confined here "

“Burely,” she said, “the gentleman of whom you speak, is mad,
and is placed here by his relatives.” -

P
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«1 helieve, good woman,” said the traveller, “ that he is no more
mad than yourself; but is the vickim of a vile conspiracy. Now, who
is the superior of the convent ¥’

“ Father Angelm ; a stern, havsh, veserved man, and who, they say,
is very fond of gold.”

“Now,listen! Our object is to release the prisonier of whom I have
been speaking. We have competent aid close at hand, and were I to
admit my followers, they would, if necessary, sack and five the convens,
and murder every one within its walls.  Beware how you deceive us.”

A plan was hastily determined on. The matron, if the plan was
successful, was to be the partner of their flight, to avoid the inevit-
able vengeance which must overtake her, should she attempt to remain,
The peasant was to return to their coadjutors in the cavern ; so as to
be ready to pour in their veserved force, and take sunmmary vengeance,
in case of any atbempted treachery, while the matron was to guide

“the traveller forthwith to the place of confinement of the prisoner.

The matvon had mentioned w report, that the superior was a man
of extraordinary power and influence, so much o, that all the south-
western part of Carniola brembled b his name, and that lie was o chief
of some teryible association, whose means of detecting and punishing
enemies were hidden but sure. The traveller now understood that
the unfortunate prisoncr was in the custody of one of the chiefs of
the Vehm tvibunal, and that he himself was within the walls of a
stronghold of the holy Vehm, which he must take cave became not
his living tomb,

All was going well, until just as they were neariug the chapel, w tall
figave confronted them, exclaiming, “Who goes there ¥

“ Father Anselw, the superior I” ejaculated the terrified matrot,
losing all her presence of mind at this sudden and inawspiciows
encounter,

Not o moment was to be lost ; another winute and the convent lad
been alarmed.

“What !” exclaimed the superior. “You are meditating some
treachery ¢ Ilse why—und you, sir—who—"

But in an instant the powerful young man had hurled the monk to
the ground, and bound his arnis to his side with the covd which he
wore as & girdle, .

“You will not murder me?’ muttered the superior; in a low tone,
for the traveller mubteved threats which alarmed hii,

“ Not if you remain quiet ; bub it you utber another word; save in
answer to any questions that I may ask you, I will plunge this dagger
into you.”

He then dragged him, as he was, into the chapel.  There he gagged
him, stripped his hooded cloak from his shoulders, locked the chapel
door upon him, and accompanied the matron towards the prisoner’s
pldce of confinement.

The two now descended a spival staircase, the steps of whicl our
hero cavelully counted. They were seventy-seven in number, and he
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felt perfectly convineed that he was velracing the very way by which
he had heen conducted a prisoner, and with eyes handaged, on the fivst
oceasion of his entrance into the convent. We need not now vefrace
this path with him, as our readers ave already aequainted with it, and
the covered comrt in which the prisoner dwelt, was close to the doar
through which the traveller was so uncercmoniously dragged, when
fivsb perceived by the inmates of the convent. Tn his hasty progress
he could not help admiring the ingenuity with which human hands
had availed themselves of the natural advantages of the position of
the convent among the vocks and mountains, in adapting its works to
the defences already fashioned by nature—~combining them in such &
manner, as to make it an impregnable fortress.

The escape of the prisoner need not be circumstantially described,
He was speedily clothed ju the monkish garb taken from the superior,
whom they found in the chapel on their return, as they had left him,
impotent as to motive power. The traveller told him that he regretied
that he conld not release him, but that his own safety and that of
others demanded that he should remain bound ; and that perhaps his
wisdeeds demanded a more signal punishment, but that it was not for
him o Anbicipate the deevees of justice. They accordingly left him
theve, locking the chapel door and carrying off the key as before,
Rebracing their steps bo the eavern communieating with the panelled
chamber they vejoined their companion, the peasant, when the matron,
donbtless, wondered where their twelve armed condjutors had dis-
appeared to, but was too thankful for her own escape and promised
reward, to inquire,

The reader will now understand the summons to the Vehm tribunal,
which the traveller had received and disobeyed, in consequence of
which Anselm sought his life, as hefore related, at the Black Swan at
Kemberg ; and the conversation between Cesar Borgia and Father
Anselm, in Vienna, in which Cresar explained to the latter his reasons
for taking advantage of his connection with the Vehmique association,
to imprison the now liberated prisoner in the Capuchin convent
between Carniola and Italy. Now also will be understood more fully
the anxiety of Father Anselm to see the inside of the despatches sent
by the Emperor, from Vienna, to the governor of Laybach, This
town was not many miles distant from that part of the Julian Alps in
which the stronghold was situated, and furnished with a plan of the
fortress and a map of the smrounding country, drawn by the young
traveller who had cnabled the bavon to cffect Iis eseape, the governor
of Laybach would have had little difficulty in investing, and so, Dy
ceutting off supplies of food, in reducing by famine that fortress
which could have withstood any amount of violence. The reader will
also sce Anschw’s motive in placing the cord and dagger, together with
the warning notice before-mentioned, on the person of the murdered
courier, us also in having the dagger, with the single word « beware !”
struck in the emperor’s dressing table by the page, who happened to be
a member of the association—hy killing his messenger and avowing it
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to be the work of the Vel showing the emperor that the Vehm had
the power of finding its way even into his own palace, and so to wag-
nify the power of the tribunal as to paralyze him, or ab least to tevrify
him into making no further attempts to check its proceedings.

The same work from which we have so largely borrowed, gives a
graphic description of the degradation by this terrible Father Anseln,
in accordance with the decree of the “ Blessed Vehm,” of a certain
count, who, in our former paper was described as having, by his neg-
ligence, allowed the escape of one Charles, a traveller who had been
sentenced by the Vehm to death. This Charles we learn was a
German prince, and a nephew of the emperor. Anselm insists that
the count had let him ofl’ on account of his exalted rank. Count in-.
dignantly denies the imputation, but Anselm cuts shovt the discussion
by handing him the rescript of the supreme council of the Vehm,
which runs to this effect :—

* The Supreme Council of Westphalia is at Iength eonvineed of the utter
incapacity of Count —-——, of ——— to execute the high and important
office of free count of the holy Vehm-Geriehte, and does depose him to the
grad¢ of simple distriet-ruler accordingly.”

The nobleman read it with respectful attention ; and swallowing his
resentful feclings as best he could, he kissed the document in a defe-
rential manner, saying at the same time, “Blossings on the holy
Vehm! The holy Vehm's decree be-obeyed ! Blessings on the holy
Vehm !”

In the course of the tale Father Angelm comes to grief, and falls
into the hands of the emperor, who instead of hanging him (as he
ought properly to have done), puts him in durance vile. In order to
obtain his release from confinement, the worthy monk offers to furnish
a completie list of the head and members of the Vehm and of their
haunts, by weans of which the emperor could crush the association at
his pleasure.

For another scene, describing a trial hefore the Veluique tribunal,
we refer our veaders to Sir Walter Beobt’s delightful novel, * Anne
of Geierstein,” in which a traveller is represented as heing lowered
from his bedroom, in his bed, bedstead and all, by ropes and pullies, to
the place of meeting of the tribunal, thexe severcly intervogated as to
some remarks which he had made upon the Vehmique association,
and thus warned in respech of his fubure conduck with regard to the
Vehm

* Child of the cord, thou hast heard thy sentence of aequittal ; but as
thou desirest to sleep in an unbloody grave, let me warn thee, that the
seerets of’ this night remain with thee, as a seeret not to he communicated
to father or'mother, to spouse, son, or daughter; ncither to be spoken
aloud, nor whispered ; neither to be told in words, nor written in charac-
ters; neither to be carved, painted, or otherwise communicated, either
directly, or by parable, or emblem. Obey this behest, and thy life is in
surety. Let thy heart then rejoice within thee, hut let it rejoice with
trembling. Never more let thy vanity persuade thee that thou art secure
from the servants and the judges of the holy Vehm, Thongh a thousand
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leagnes lie between thee and this red Jand, and thon speakest in that where
our power is not known; thongh thoun shounldst be sheltered by thy native
island, and defended by thy kindred ocean, yet, even there, I warn thee to
rvetain thy thoughts within thy bosom, when thou dost so much as think of
the holy and invisible tribunal, for the avenger may be heside thee, and
thou mayest die in thy folly.  Go hence, be wise, and let the fear of the
holy Vehm never pass from thee.”

Sir Francis Palgrave gives the following account of the place of
Jjudgment, the Free Field Court of Corbey, and of its consecration :¥—

¢ Tt was always established in the open air, and on the green sward ; and
consisted of a plot of land sixteen feet square, inthe centre of which a grave
was dug, into which cach of the frec cchevins threw a handful of ashes, a
coal, and a tilg.

“When a ¢riminal was to be judged, or a cause decided, the graff, ox
senior member, and the free cchevins, or schippfen assembled around
the konigstuhl, as this plot of ground was called, and the frokner or sum-
moner, having proclaimed silence, opened the proceedings by reciting the
following lines :—

“ ¢ Sir grafl, with permission,
I beg you to-day,
According to law, and without delay,
If'I, your knave,
Who judgment crave,
With your good grace,
Upon the king’s scat, this scat may place.

“ To this address the grafl replied :—
* “While the sun shines with equal Hght
Upon masters and knaves, I shall declare
The Iaw of might, according to right.
Place the king’s scat true and square;

“ Let even measure, {or justice’ sake,
Be given in sight of God and man,
That the plaintiff his complaint may make,
And defendant answer, if he can.’

“In conformity with this permission, the frokuer placed the seat of
Jjudgment in the middle of the plot, and then continued—
¢ ¢ Sir graff, master brave,

T remind you of your honour, here

And moreover, that T am your knave ;
Tell me, therefore, for law sincere,

If thesc mete-wands are even and sure,

Tiig for the rich, and for the poor,

Both to measure Jand and condition ;

Tell me, as you would eschew perdition.’

# And so saying, he laid the metewand on the ground. The graff then
tried the measure, and was followed by the echeving, according to seniority,

* Rise and Progress of the Commonwealth : Vol. IT, Part if. Proofs and Illus-
trations, page 144,
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The length of the mete-wand being proved, the jrohner spoke for the
third time ;—
“ ¢ Sir oraff, I ask by permission,
IFT, with your mete-wand may mete
Openly and without displeasure,
Here, the king’s free judgment seat,’
“ Ta which the graff replied :—
¢ T permit right,
1 forbid wrong,
Under the pains and penalties,
That to the old known laws helang.’

“ Now was the time of measuring the mystic plot; it was measured by
the mete-wand along and athwart, and when the dimensions were found to
be true, the graff placed himself on the seat of judgment, and gave the
charge to the assembled free echeving, warning them to pronounce judg
ment, according to right and justice.

* ¢ On this day, with common consent,
And under the clear firmament.
A frec court is established here

In the open eye of day,
Inter soherly who may.

The seat in its true-place is pight,

The mete-wand is found to be right ;
Declare your vote without delay ;

And let the doom be truly given,

Whilst yet the sun shines bright in heaven.” ”

Sir Walter Scott has transferred a portion of this judicial dialogue
from the free field court of Corbey to the Vehmique Tribunal,
his “ Aune of Geierstein,” though the two courts, jndging from the
above brief account of the court of the abbey of Corbey, must have
been of a soraewhat diffevent nature,

TFrederika Bremer, in her “Episoden aus Reisen durch das Siidliche
Dentschland,” gives an account of a Vehm court beneath the castle
of Baden, the vaults of which extend to a considerable distance.
Those who were brought before this tribunal, were not condueted
into the castle vaults in the usual way, but weve lowered into the
gloomy abode of the Vehm by a cord, in a basket, and restored to the
Tight, if so fortunate as to be acquitted, in the same manner ; so that
they could never, however inclined, discover where they had been,
The ordinary entrance was through a long dark passage, which was
closed by a door consisting of a single stone, as large as a tomb-stone.
The hinges on which this door revolved, were concealed from view,
and it fitted the frame so exactly, that when it was shut, it could with
oveat difficulty be discovered. It could only be opened from the
outside by a scevet spring.  Proceeding along the passages in which
this door opened, you reached the torture room, which it is not
necessary to deseribe here, and further on to the vault in which the
tribunal sat, a long spacious quadrangle, hung with black, At the
upper end was a recess in which were an altar and a cyucifix ; near
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this sat the chief judge ; his assessors had their seafs on wooden
benches along the walls.

Ho severe h'a.d become the judgments of these courts, thmt it was at
one time o common saying that the course of a Vehm court was, first
to hang the accused, and then to investigate the charges against hxm.

Auothel' seene of the secret tubuml may be found in Sir Walter
Seott's “ House of Aspen, Act v.”* We need not, however, quote it
here, as it much resembles several scenes which we have alveady
presented to owr readers.

Having thus collected together, or given references to, all the
available information on the subject of the Vehm-Gerichte, we will

take our leave of it, not without some regret, as it has led us into
much historical vesearch, of no little intevest,

It is, however, at Jeash « pleasing reflection, while investigating
this snb)&et that we livein & country in which the courts of Justlce
are all public, in which trial by jury exists, and in which the judges
are by so many circumstances, no less than by the especial one of the
high honour and respectability - of their position, placed above
corruption, That these valuable blessings may long continue in full
force, and be transmitted in thelr purity and mterruty to far distant
posterity, must be the wish of every true lover of our happy con-
stitution,

X

* Keopsake for 1830,

THE NIGHTINGALE.

SweET bird, that sing’st away the early hours

Of winters past or coming, void of care,

Well pleased with delights which present are,

Tair seasons, budding sprays, sweet-smelling fow'ys;

To rocks, to springs, to rills, from leafy bow’rs,

Thon thy Creator's goodness dost declare,

And what dear gifts on thee he did not spare:

A stain to human sense in sin that low’rs.

‘What sonl can be so sick, which by thy songs

(Attired in swectness) sweetly is not driven

Quite to forget earth’s turmoils, spites, and wrongs,

And lift 2 reverend eye and thonght to heaven.

Sweet artless songster, thon my mind dost raise

To airs of spheres, yes, and to angels’ lays.

Drummond,

i1
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[Tae Borror does noé hold himself vesponsible for any opinions
enteriwined by Correspondents.

]

BRO. BINCKES AND OUR REPORTER.
TO HI EDITOR OF TUE PREEMASONS MAGAZINE AXD MARONIC MIRROR,

SIr AxD Broturr,—What, in heaven's name (to use a favourite phrase
of his own) does Bro. Binckes mean by stating that his speech in support
of Bro. Whitmore’s motion; is wnfairly reported in the Magazine?  Is
it (he will pardon me if I again horrow his high sounding phraseology) an
ad captandum attempt to represent himself to the Craft at large as the ear-
nation of injured imnocence? If this be the case, the attempt will, T am
sure, fail. At all events the members of the Order will be able to appreciate
the candid, open, and menly conduct which he has displayed towards
myself. He states that niy report is unfair. e fails to give an instance
of its unfairness. The brethren who heard his lofty eloquence know that it
is a correct xeport of his meaningless nothings; but lest these who were
not there might he led away by his representations and helieve the charge,
T here state, in the strougest terms * consistent with the laws of good -
breeding,” that it is utterly and entirely false—one of Bro. Binckes's as-
sumptions. I received noorders from you to treat him differently from any
other member of Grand Lodge, nor had X mysclf any wish to do so. Bro,
Binckes states, morcover, that his arguments, as reported, are positively ab-
surd—1I do not venture to demy that ; indeed it would be hold of me o do
so in contradiction to the “dpse dixit” (Bro, Binekes's vocabulary again) of
such a perfect master of absurdity as the worthy brother himself appears to
be. In conclusion, however, I would remind him that the absurdity in
question lies not at the door of the reporter, but of the orator—not Orator
Mum, but Orator Binckes.

Lam, Sir and Brother, faithfully aud fraternally,
' Youn Rerorrer,

THE JERSEY MASONIC TEMPLE,
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

Drar Sm axp Brorner,~It has been often vemarked that it ic well
the Freemasons’ Magazine has no eivenlation ont of the Craft, because its
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pages show so great an amount of bitter feeling and animosity among the
brethren, as to render it questionable whether the fraternal bond is so
strong as its advocates represent it to be, and thus to invalidate the whole
system, It is not my intention to discuss whether such an allegation is
just, but merely to state my strong conviction that it is not. Though there
are a few discontented spirits who like to display their importance, and to
atfract attention to themselves, the mmount of kind feeling, of charitable
disposition, of Samaritan benevolence, of christian charity, of brotherly
affection, of genuine picty, which is silently but surely engendered, and not
less actively promoted, is incaleulable, though it do not court the public
gaze. Letit be remembered, that the scom always rises to the surface with
noisy ebullition, and that its easy removal serves to purify the mass.

Notwithstanding, I am about to bring before you some observations on
a Masonic dispute, which may appear at variance with what has just been
said. In this case, however, it involves prineiples which you, and I, and
many others, have long been endeavouring to instil and establish; namely,
the desirability of erecting Masonic temples, and thus of avoiding tempta-
tions, and of escaping unfavourable animadversions, to which the general
practice of holding our meetings elsewlere renders us liable. It affords an
exemplification of what I have said in a former communication—that pro-
moters of such schemes must expect to meet with obloquy, reproach, and
opposition, founded on motives open to grave suspicion, and they will thus
be aided in gnarding against them.

Thougly there are six Lodges and two Chapters in Jersey, only one has
ever been named by me; the proceedings of which I have frequently reported.
"The reason is, that on my arrival here a year ago, I endeavoured to render
service to one of the others, and at the same time to advance the interests of
Freemasonry generally, by steps which I took at the especial request of its
members, involving great labour and much sacrifice of time. That I to a
great extent- succeeded, is shown by the kind and favourable review which
you gave me in the number of January 5th. Petty jealousies and misunder-
standings arose, hewever, in consequence;; and such misstatements were made
inmy absence, not only to the brethren of that Lodge, but also to-some
members of other Lodges, that my position hecame uncomfortable, and I
was compelled to withdraw from all intercourse with them. I shall not
cnter on the details ; T have designedly endeavoured to forget them, after
having in the first instance committed them to writing, and laid them by,
to be called forth in case of future necessity. The hostile feeling to which
Ihave alluded has not been exhibited, as far as T am aware, by any members
of the Lodge La Césarde, and therefore, though not a member, I have
availed myselt of the kindness of the brethren who belong to it, by fre-
quently holding intercourse with them in the performance of Masonic rites.

It may he remarked by some, that your veaders ought not to be troubled
with so personal a matter. The reply is, that wherever attempts are made
to erect Masonic halls, the old leaven is sure to vise, and opposition may
he expected from some who pertinaciously adhere to the system which has
so long prevailed. It is right, therefore, that the innovators, as they are
called, should be put upon their guard, so as to he prepared for all the
difficulties which they may have to cncounter in the pursuit and accom-
plishment of their laudable projects.

A week or two ago, a report was given in your Magazine, which had been
presented to Lodge La Césarée, by a Committee specially appointed to
make arrangements for the erection of a Masonie temple in Jersey. Abount
the same time, an initiation took place in this Lodge of a gentleman, who,
with his wife, has been delighting the ix‘l)habitauts of the island, by the per-

' “1 4 .
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formance of his “Drawing-room Operas,” which have gained the good
opinion of all elasses of the community. I refer to Mr. (now Bro.) Henri
Drayton, Animated by the enthusiasm which characterizes reception into
the Order, and desirous of cvineing his gratitude for the henefits conferred
upon him, he offered, after the close of his season, to give an extra public
evening for the benefit of the projected temple, to which he hoped to be
able to add a few stones. The proposition was heartily and thank{ully re-
ceived, and all necessary preparations and announcements were made, when,
lo! on the morning of the appointed day, the following letter appeaved in
one of the Tecal papers :—

€ PHE € MASONIC BENEFIT,

{To the Rditor of The Independent.)

“Sir,~In your jowrnal of to-day, I perceive that Bro, Drayton is about to give
a grabuitous entertainment for the benevolent fund of the new Masonic Temple;
for shich I tender to that brother my best thanks. Buf, as the announcement
calls on the public to give their aid to the proposed erection, I think it my duty
to lay before them what Masonry is, In the first place, Masonry is universal all
over the world, which it onght, in its spirit and practice, to be here. To erech a
temple devoted o Masonry in this islnd, is highly commendable, and no one
would be mare ready than mysell to give my mite to such a laudable undertaking,
But T must inform the public that there ave five Masonic Lodges in this island, |
have the honour to represent one. -It appears the Lodge * La Césarde’ wishes to
take the lead in this affair of the ¢ Temple’ If it is intended for Masonic pur-
poses, how is it that the other Lodges have not been consulted by the Todge © La
Césarée?” T suppose it wonld nob answer their purpose. They appeal to the
public to get their money, for the Lodge ‘La Césarée’ is building. T wish to
inform the publie that the other Lodges have nob been consulted on this matter. T
am quite satisfied that, if consulted, they would have given their ntmost support
to such a project. At the Masonic festival that took place last year, I found all
the Lodges in the island did their hest to promote the benevolent object then in
view. My Lodge gave £20 to that fund ; and I may add, that our charitable con-
fributions last year amonnted to £47 14s. T, therefore, as the Master of the Royal
Sussex Lindge, wish to inform the public that we have not heen consulted in this
matter; and as the public is now solicited by the Lodge ¢La Césarde,” T should
recommend them to let the Lodge provide and pay for a building which will be
exclusively the property of ¢ Lo Césavée.

¢ T yemain, your obedient Servant,
* Gloucester-street, June 11¢k, 1859, “ 8. Jewsrnn, WM., No, 722"

[0t conrse Mr. Jewell intends no reflection on Mr, and Mrs. Drayton, whose
talents and liberality will command the public’s appreciation, notwithstanding any
differences in the Masonic brotherhood. Mr. Drayton, as a newly initiated Mason,
cannot be held as at all concerned in the question between ‘ La Césarde’ and the
other Lodges,—1d. Independent.”]

It is asserted that, though desirous of being himself consulted, Bro.
Jewell did not think it necessary to consult the members of his Lodge as to
the course he considered it right to pursue on their hehalf, Next day, in
the Independent, appeared the following brief reply :—

“ THE FREEMASONS.

[Yo the Rditor of The British Press.)
¢ S1r,~—The insertion of the following, which is a copy of the bill exhibited in a
window of the Freemasons' Hall, Grove-place, will, T helieve, be the best answer
that can be given to the avticle signed ¢S, Jewell,’ which appears in this morning’s
number of your excellent paper ;—



Correspondence. : 1221

¢ ¢ This Fall to be sold.  May be viewed daily, from two o three. Apply to 8.
Jewell, Gloucester-streeb. ) -
“ Your obedient Servant,

* Juig 13th, 1859. “ AN ADMIRER OF Tur CRAFT.”

Ou the same evening, avother paper, The British Press, contained the
following :—

[To the Bditor of ZLhe Lndependent. ]

¢ Sir,—A non-Masonic friend has this morning pointed out o me a lotter in a
local paper of yesterday (which otherwise Tshould not have seen) signed ©S, Jewell,
WAL, No. 722, accompanying it with the vemark, that ¢ if anything could lower
Freemasonry and the writer of the letter in public cstimation, that would effect
it The motives by which this letter has heen dictated ave too evident to vequire
any explanation of them. T werely desire to direct attention to the matter, so far
as to disclaiin on my own part, and T trust that I may add, on that of members of
the Craft generally, any pavticipation in the sentiments thereing expressed. 1
would also say, that it is most umseomly, and contrary to Masonic rule and
practice, thus to hring before the public, afiairs with which none can be concerned
bub the various Lodges, and which ought most strictly to be contined to them.
The impropricty of the course pursued is in this instance the greater, because,
though the writer must have heen aware for several duys of Bro. Drayton’s kind
intention, e delayed the publication of his letbor till yesterday morning, when no
opportunity for reply could be given till after the perfurmance, the attendance at
which it was intended to influence and injure, The W.M. of the Sussex Lodge is
respechiully reminded, that ‘those who live in glass houses should not throw stones;’
and that it disputes among members of the Craft were commouly made subjects
of public animadversion, he himsell wight have been subject to severe strictures
in more instances than one, by those who have higher regard for what is Maso-
nically correct Lhan he appears to have,and who trust to time and circumstances to
show Who and what is right.  The impropricty of comments in the public print,
restrains me from following & bid example, by entering on the points mentioned
by the writer, which may easily be contravened ; indeed tzey arc sv palpible, even
to o profane, that such a step is perhaps unuccessary.

“The gencrosity of Bro, Drayton cannob bub be worthy of all praise ; and it is
most untortunate, that immediately after his initiation intv the Craft, anything
thould occur to diminish his respect for ib; and that, too, arising from extraneous
cirenmstinees in which he has no coneern,  Wishing Bro, Drayton every success
on the other side of the Atlantic, and hoping that more extended knowledge of
Freemasonry will tend to remove any unfavourable impression now received,

“T an, yours respectfully,
¥ A FREEMASON,
“ Jersey, June Lk, 1859, “ Not a member of Lodge La Césarde.”

{%The letter to which owr vorrespondent refers, has been sent to us for publica-
tiou, bub we see no object to be gained by giving it a place in owr eolnmns—indced,
we think that the writer will afterwards see reason to thank us for not inserting
it—Ed")

Last evening a private meeting of nearly thirty Masons and others was
lield, in order to express to Bro. Drayton their sympathy under this very
vexatiows oceurrence, and to offer to him an address, inseribed on vellum,
which may serve as a memento of their gratitude and estimation of the
value of his services.  Bro. Ratier, the Qrator, was deputed to make the
presentation, which he prefaced by an cloquent speech.  Bro. Drayton re-
plicd most feclingly, and assured bix friends ~that e should ab once
endeavour to discard the matter, as far as possible, from his recollection.

1 am, dear Sir and Brother, yours faithfully and fraternally,

Jeisey, June 15th, 1839, A PAL axp Pagr Prov, 8.G.W.
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rest Yorkshire is to be held at Cleckbeaton on

A Provincian Gra¥p Lopes of W
riendship (No. 1052) is to be conse-

the 6th of July, when the mew Todge of ¥
erated. Where suvely must be some wistake in the cireular which states that the
T.odge will be opened in the three degrees by the WL and Officers of the Lodge
of Friendship, No. 1053, when the 7. Prov. G4, and Prov. Grand Officers will
cnter ;" after which Grand Lodge is to e opened and the consecration proceeded
with, It 1is bad enough to open a Cirand Lodge within a subordinate Lodge ; but

%0 do so within a Lodge not yeb conseerated, is to render the proceeding a perfeet

absurdity.
ADaiEaL SR Luctus Cuners, Barts, Prov. (M., has appointed Tuesday, the 19th
ial Grand Lodge of Hampshire,

July, for the annual meeting of the Provinci

SPRCIAL GRAND LODGE.

Oy Thwsday, June 23rd, 1839, an especial Grand Lodge was held, to proceed
with the business proposed and {utended for consideration ab the lash quarterly
communication, but which time did not permit of being then brought forward.

The M.W. CGrand Master the Right Tronourable the Earl of Zetland presided on

the throne; and among the Geand Officers present weve &he R.W. Deputy
(4rand Master, Lord Panmure; Tord de Tabley, 3.G.W. ; Bros. Trederick Dundag,
PG, as J.GW. o 8. Tomkins, @ Treas.; Roxburgh, C. Reg.; W. G. Clarke,
G Sec. ; Savage, 8.0.D.; Sght, J.G.D.; Rev, Wentworth Bowyer, . Chaplain;
Jennings, G.D.C.; Woods, Assist. G.D.C.; Pocack, G.8.B.; Tarnfield, Assist. G
Sec.; G P. Cooper, Prov. GAL, Kent; Col. Ramsay, Prov. (4., Bengal; Col.
Brownmrigg, P.G.AW.; Pattison, P.GW. W, HL White, P.C. See.; Rev. J. I Cox,
P.G. Chaplain; Havers, P.G:D,, President of the Board of General Purposes ;
Wilson, P.G.I D Ll Evans. P.G.S.B.; Geo. Biggs, P.G.S.B.;

King, P.G.D.;
Breitling, P.G.S.B. ; \‘\’;\’hnisley, P.GS3D, ; Patten, P.G.S.B. 5 Udall, P.G.S.B., &e.,
&e. 3 with as visitors, Bros. C. Walmisley, Asst. G Sec.,

Treland ; and Blisha D.
Cooke, Kentucky ; bexides about eighty or one

hundred brethren below the dais.
Cirand Lodge having been opened in ample form, and with solemt prayer,

Bro. W. Gray Clake, CGrand Secretary, read the notice convening the meeting,
and then said—>. V¥, Grand Master, as the firsh business to eome before Grand
Lodge is personal o myself, I have to request permission to retive while the
discussion is going on, as My presence might interfere with the freedom of
diseussion.

The MW, Grand Master having granted the requisite pevmission, Bro, Gray
(Yarke withdrew,

QHE GRAND SECRETARY'S SATARY.

Tro. Havers, President of the Board of (eneral Purposes, restined the dehate
upon the report of that Board, commencing with the following paragraph :—* The
Toard have had their attention directed to the present duties of the officers in the
Grand Secretary's depavtment, and they are of opinion that the salavy of the
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Grand Seeretary is inadequate, and is not o suftieient remuneration for a gentleman
who, owing to the increase of work, is compelled to devote the whole of his time
to the dubies of the office, and they recommend to Grand Lodge that the salary of
the Grand Secretary be raised to £400 per annum. The Board farther recommend
that the salary of the secoud clerk (Bro. Buss) be raised to £150 per annum; and
that such ingrease of salaries shall take place from the Ist January, 1859.”"—My
lord, as the President of that Board, I shall content myself with simply moving,
ws a formal resolution, that the salary of the Grand Sccretary he increased to £400,
I shall leave it to the worthy hrother who took up the matter, who brought it
before the Board, and who carried it at the Board, to state the reasons why this
vote should be agreed to. I shall wove, therefore, that the Grand Sceretary’s
salary be increased from £300 o £400 a'year; such increase to take effect from
the Ist of January Jast. .

Bro. Smith, G. Purs,, seconded the motion, and said —~Before I state the reasons
for this vote, I think it right to state that the Grand Secretary himself has been
no party to this arrangement, in any way whatever. (Hear, hear). He has not in
auy shape influenced me, or any of the brethren ab that board, although, if Grand
Lodge should adopt this resolution, he will he pleased then to become a parby to it
(hear, hear, and laughter), by participating in it (renewed laughter). Oxn the ap-
pointment of Bro. Gray Clavke to this office, it was contemplated to increase his
salary, and I was consulted on the subject. I thought it should come before the
Board of General Purposes bofore it came hefore this Grand Todge. I consented
to hring it before the Bowd of Clenwval Purpuses, and I did so. I moved for a
committee of that Board sowething like two yewrs ago, and on that committes
were Bros. Dobie, Flavers, John Ifarvey, 8. Barton Wilson, White, and Henderson
(Grand Registrar). I found that the Grand Seevetary did nob receive the same salary
as the late Grand Secretary, and I thought thut if he was worthy to be honoured with
the appointiment, he was Worthy also to receive the salary, and the committes
agreed to o recommendation to that effect. Bro. Dobie, the President of that
committee, thought £300 a year would not he too much for the salavy of the Grand
Secretary of Ireemasons, but we eventually were unanimous in recominending
£400.  The matter was referred back to the committee by the Board of General
Purposes, and two brethren were added to it,  We bad a diseussion again, and in
bringing up the report the committes was not unanimous, some thinking it not
prudent to make any such recommendation to Grand Lodge just then., However,
when the report came to this Grand Lodge, i thonght proper nob to agree, and
Bro. Furnfield and the junior clevk had their salarfes increased, while Bro. Gray
Clarke and Bro., Buss (two excellent brethren) were paszed over. The matber wag
again brought Lefore the Board of General Purposes, and in doing so I showed that
I thought agreat act of injustice had heen committed towards our Chand Seeretar )
sceing thab our Assistant Grand Secretary reeeived a lawrger salary thau the Grand
Secretary. That 1 could not understand, althongh the Assistant Seeretary’s addition
was made for long and faithful services. (Mear, hear). Pevhaps I may be told that
although the present Grand Secretary vecsives ouly £300, while the late Grand
Secretary received L4100, that £100 of the £400 was a gratuity for lengthened
services. (Hear, hear). Still, it was nevertheless £400 for services rendered o the
Craft ; and if Bro. White had asked for £600 or even £800, he would have got it
{oh ! oh! “order,” and ““ question™), What | mean is, that if he had wanted more
he could have had it Now we have not heard any hrother find fanlt with the
present Grand Seerctary (hear, hear), and if he is worthy to fill the late Grand
Secretary’s office, he is worthy to have the late Cirand Secretary’s salary, although
I fear we shall not be unaninous on the subject (hear, hear, and a laugh), because,
owing to certain cirenmstances we have not heen so unanimous lately ss we might
have been. He does not hold any other appointment ; everyone knows where to find
him, for he is always ab his post. As Masonry is fast increasing, so his labours have
vastly extended, so that he hias often to take some of his work home and go on
with it till ten or eleven o'clock, Every brother who has had occasion to call upon
nim must admit how ready he always is to give his assistance, and his time iz
greatly taken up by the cails which ave made, I hope Grand Lodge will accede to
this wotion, although T could have wished that the watter had fallen into abler
hands than mine, (Applause),
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Bro. Stebbing said he was sorry this matter had been brought forward so pre-
maturely. He hoped Bro. Havers would withdraw the motion and not leb them pay
so poor & compliment to Bro. White, as to give to Bro. Gray Clarke, after eighteen .
months’ service, the same salary which Bro. White had after thivty-five years. He
was sure that the poover brethren would sce with regret such a motion passed, as
it would consume a sum which would suffice for five annuitants. As to Bro. Farn-
field, his salary had not been increased, but o gratuity of £100, in addition to his
salary, bad been granted him for lengthened service. He would have no objection
to give Bro. Gray Clwke some extra salary when—he hoped the day would be
very far distant—it might please the GLA.Q.T\U. to take Bro. White. (Loud cries
of “Oh, oh!”) At any rate he ought to serve five or ten years, and then be re-
warded ; it was rather too carly, after cighteen months, to ask for an increase of
twenty-five per cent. on bis salary; and if they granted it he thought they would
excite great dissatisfaction, especially as Bro. Clarke took office on the understand-
ing that £300 was the salary,

Bro. Symonds—DBro. Stebbing has not venbured to say that he thinks £400 a
year to he too much for any gentleman who devotes the whole of his time to the
duties of bis office; his only argument is, that Bro. White received only £300 a
year up to the point of his retivement. Rab he has not stated that Bro. White
had another appointment, the secretiwyship of the Artillery Company. It was an
appointment worth his holding, and of course it prevented his giving the whole of
his time to the duties of the Grand Secretaryship. Bro. Stebbing has urged that
by adding this £100 to the salary of our Grand Secretary, we should be taking it
from moneys which are devoted to charity; but our Bro. Stebbing, if he considered
for a moment, must know that this is not the case, inasmuch as all the salaries are
paid out of the funds of the Board of General Purposes, and not out of the funds
of the Board of Benevolence. He urges also that Bro. Gray Clarke took office on
that salary ; but I believe it was never clearly explained to Bro. Clarke that he
would have} only £300 a year; T know that there were other brethren anxious fo
bhe appointed to the office, and they thought that they were to receive £400 o year.
But the question is, whether ££00 is too much for a gentleman who devotes the
whole of his time and attention to the matter, und not what, in tinies gone by, we
have given as salaries to our officers. The business of the office has very much
inereased; for, whereas in 1842, there were issued 1,403 certificates, in 1856 the
number was 3,721, In 1842 the amount of money received was £2,774, and in
1856 it was £5,809. Now we must be well aware that there could not be that
additional number of certificates and that additional amount of money, without
involving a large incrense of labour in the Secretary’s office; (hear), and it is on
these grounds that the Grand Secretary has been required to give up his whole
time to the duties of his office, and that he should not be allowed to undertake
any other appointment. Under these circumstances, I cannot but think Bro.
Stebbing’s observations ill-timed.  We must not consider how long Bro. Clarke has
been in the office, but whether or not £400 is too much to give to o gentleman
who devotes his whole time to the duties of his office and to our service. I trust,
therefore, that Grand Lodge will support the recommendation which the Board of
General Purposes has felt it its duty to make. (Hear, hear).

Bro. . Purton Cooper brought forward as an anulogous case the librarian of the
Hon. Society of Lincoln's Inn, with respect to whom a similar question had
recently been raised, and the result was, that they had increased his salary from
£300 to £400, and they had had reason to be satisfied with the result.

Bro. Mason said, for thirty-five years Bro. White had only £300 a year. In fuct,
at the time of the union, the joint Seerctaries only had £150 a year each, which,
with fees, way increased to about £270 cach ; when, however, it was thought proper
to pension Bro. Hartland, and do with one Grand Secretary imstead of two, Bro.
‘White had £300 a year, They must bear in mind also that although there Lad
been an increase in the business of the office, there had at the same time been an
inerease in the staff, (Hear) He had yet tolearn that the duties of the office of
Grand Secretary required so much talent and so much skill, or that so much talent
and so much skill had been displayed, as to warrant the money now asked in
addition, It was certainly not a pleasing task, but he felt it & wagter of duty to
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move the following amendment— Thab so much of thereport as recommends the
increase of the salary of the Grand Secretary to £300 a year, be not adopted.”

A Brother, whose name we could not learn, seconded the amendment, on the
ground that it was premature to raise the Grand Secretary's salary so short a tiwe
after his entrance upon the duties of his office; and that the present salary was
sufficient, judged by what was paid elsewhere, such as to secretaries of clubs, who
rarely get over £400 a year. In fact, he helieved he was correct in stating thab
that was the highest salary paid to the secretary of a club, and the duties of the
Grand Secretary’s office had decreased instead of increasing.

In reply to Bro. Hearne, Bro. Havers said that the Grand Secretary received only
£350 a year as Grand Seribe I, .

Bro. Le Veau—L feel sure that every member of this Grand Todge, and every
brother throughout the Craft, will agree with we when I say, that the responsible
office of Grand Secretary to our important body, should be filled by one who is in
every sensc of the word a gentleman. (Hear, hear, and applause). By those
cheers I Jearn, that in this point you agree with me, (Hear, hear). My next poiut
is, that the brother filling such a situation should be amply repaid for his services,
(Hear, hear). The proposer and the seconded of the amendment tell us thiat the
duties of bhe oftice have not heen increased, bub that they have been decreased ;
but I think I shall he able to show you that such is not the fact—that not only
have those duties not decreased, but that they have greatly increased. The gratuity
of £100 a year to our late Grand Secretary was made partly for the lengthened
gervices to the Craft, but partly also on account of additional Inbours devolving
upon him. (Hear). That gratuity was passed by a vote in 1838 or 1839; and has
that vote ever been taken since? If not, how can it be said that the £100 did not
substantially form part of the £400 a-year? (Hear, hear). Ourlate respected Cirand
Secretary also received £50 as Grand Scuibe E,, which made his salavy £450 in 1839,
when the Lodges were 669, and all we wsk ig, the same allowance for Bro. Gray
Clarke, in 1859, when the Lodges number 1,094, instead of 669, or nearly double.
(Hear.) Iwill now call your abtention to another important point, which entails great
labowr upon the Grand Secretary, and that is, that he answers every letter himself
—(hear, hear)—be it long or short. (Hear). "I 1842, the first year in which they
were numbered, 1,080 letters were reecived by post and by hand; hut in 1858, the
number was 3,384 ; and in the first six monthy of the present year, therc had been
received 2,147; and if they came in in the same ratio for the rest of the year, the
number will be 4,294 for 1850. Now, [ ask you, whether that does nob entail a
vast amount of labour. (Hear, hear). I ask any brother here, who will sit down
and answer four thousand and odd letters during the year, whether it is not »
work of Inbour; and then the Grand Secretary has other letters to write by
command of the Board of General Purposes, and other boards and committees
connected with Grand Lodge. Then he has the minutes to prepare, and to give
attendance upon the Grand Master, and on other parties connected with Grand
Lodge, so that his duties engage him many an evening when he ought to be taking
repose. Instead of his labowrs being confined to the office hours, from nine till five,
he often labours at home for four or five hours in the evening. The Colonial
Board has also added to his labours very smaterially, and therefore I feel sure that
the brethren here will agree with me, that they would not wish any gentleman
who gives up the whole of his time for the benefit of the Craft, and the promotion
of its welfare, to work not merely during office hours, but also at home daring the
evening, without being amply repaid. T call upon you, therefore, in the name of
Justice, and in the name indeed of all that is honourable, to vote this extra £100

" ayew to Bro, Gray Clavke’s salary, and to enhance the value of it by voting it
unanimously.,  (Applause),
s+ Bro. Binckes had not intended taking part in this debate—(laughter)—in fact he
had fully determined not to do so. (Renewed laughter, and ironical “ Hear,
hear””) He was ab a loss to understand the risibility of which he was the imio-
cent cause {laughter), for he did not know that he had so far stultified himself as
to render what he said unworbhy of the attention of Grand Lodge, He admitted,
in replying to Bro. Symonds, that the salayvies were paid from the Board of Gene:
ral Purposes, and not from the funds of the Board of Benevolence; but at the
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same time they must not forget that it was from the funds of the Board of General
Purposes that, vightly or wrongly—he could nob then stay to inguire—£1000 had
been granted to the Crimean Relief Fund, and £1000 to the Indian Mutiny Fund
(hear, hear); and if any brother proposed, as hie had a perfect right to do, that a
contribution should be raade from this fund to our charities, he would now le met
with the objection that the Girand Secretary’s salary had juss been raised, and that,
at any rate by £100a year, the resources of the fund had been diminished.
(Hear.) In 1858, the Board of General Purposes, in a reportsigned by Bro, Havers
and Bro, Roxburgh, were against the salaries in the grand Seeretary’s office being
raised; and nothing Lad heen shown to have occurred since that veport which
would justify the change of opinion which had taken place in that Board on this
subject. He would be the last man in the world to grudge any mana fair reward
for the work done; but this request was made prematuvely and unjustly ; when,
however, the proper time cune, he had no doubb but that Crand Lodge would
unanimously award to the Grand Secretary some recognition of his services.

Bro. Stebbing next rose, but was assailed with loud cries of (* Spoke; spoke!”)

Bro. Jennings, Grand Director of CUéremonics, said : The brother has a right to
speak to the amendment.

Bro. Stebbing (inquiringly)—fh? :

Bro. Jemnings (emphatically)—1 said you lave a right o speak to the
amendment.

Bro. Stebhing (complacently)—GF course [ have. (Loud laughter). I have a
right to speak on every resolution. It is absurd. (Renewed laughter). The
brather went on to say that Graud Todge ouglt o be consistent in disposing of
its funds, and they ought not to give to Bro. Clarke, after eighteen months’
service, the salavy they gave to Bro. White, after a service of more than a quarter
of o century. It would have a bad eflect out of doors, particululy amongst the
poorer brethren.

Bro. Gregory—M.W, sir, the eloquence of some of the brethren has rather
diverted our attention from what is really the sulject before us. I think, my
lovd, that argianents merely derived from precedent, should not he suffered to
weigh with Grand Lodge in this matter.  What we want to say is, that the serviees
of the Grand Secretary’s office should he efficiently performed, and, being efficiently
perfurmed should be duly compensated. (Hear, Liear). Weare told that Bro. White's
salary was only £300 a year, aud that the other £100 was merely o gratuity ; bub
grabuity or salary, it was given year by year; the thing we eall a rose by any other
name woukd smell as sweet, and if you only give Dro. Cray Clarke this £100 a
year, I don't suppose he will e a great deal whether you call it a gratuity or an
addition to his salary.  (Hear, hear, and laughter). Leb us not forget, moreover,
the fluctuation in the value of money.  £300, some years ago, was worth as much
as £400 now (“Oh, oh!” aud hear, hew).  Even assuining what I believe not to
be the case, viz, that the husiness of the oftice of the Grand Sceretary has not in-
creased, stilly 1 sy that the fact of our having underpaid Bro, White is no reason
why we should underpay our present Crand Secretary, (hear, hear), especially
when, from necessicy ov choice, he devotes so much more tine to the duties of the
oflice. I do not wish for a moment to depreciate the services of the Past Grand
Secretary, but 1 can say, from my own knowledge, that when the poorer brethren
come for charity, or any of the brethren for Lusiness, Bro. Cluke is always to be
found at his post; and we know Low much more satisfactory it is to see the head
of an office than to transaet business with any of the subordinates. (Hear, hear).
The seeretary of a club does not present an analagous case at all; for I know how
some of those gentlemen transact thelr business. (Hear, hear, and laughter).
The duties of the seeretary of a club are far inferior in importance to those of our
Grand Secretary ; and Lhave seen the seerctary of my own club come quietly in
at cleven v'clock in the morning, and when I have looked for him at three or four
v'elock in the atbernoon, he was not to be found.  (Hear, hear, and laughter).

A voice—~What club is that ? (Laughter, and evies of ¢ Not fair”).

Bro. Gregory—Instead of looking to the chubs for a parallel case, Grand Lodge
onght to Jook to the greab conmnercial companies, and if you do this, you will find
that £500 is about the miniowm, and that the maximum vanges from £1,000 to
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£2000. T ask those brethren who have alluded so cloquently to their own duties,
whether they would like to discharge those of the Grand Secretary,

Bro. Stebbing—VYes. (Laughter and applause).

Bro. Gregory—But not for £300 a year. (Hear, hear). I speak as a practical man;
I have been connected from early youth with the administration of large sums of
money and the management of considerable numbers of men, and the result of my
experience is, that if you pay men low, you will have bad services; wheveas, if you
wish to keep men honest and vigilant you must pay them—ab any rate—liberally.
(Hear). However great the claims of chariby may e, they ought not to lead us to
forget what is due to those whose faithful services we enjoy. Nor is the fact that
we have not acted liberally in the past, any ground for our acting unfairly for the
fature, (Applause). ‘

A brother whose name we did not learn, said the secretaryship of great com-
mercial companies did not present an analagous case, inasmuch as the revenues of
those companies were often immensely greater than that of Grand Lodge, £500
a year would be a far more gentlemanly salary (laughter), and on a future oceasion
they would probably find their Grand Secretary asking for that sum.

Bro. Cottrell (No. 14), said they had been told that they ought not to be generous
before they were just—(hear)—still they might be just (hear). The majority of the
members of Grand Lodge were ineapable of judging of the work whicl: the Grand
Secretary had to do, but the Board of General Purposes was conversant with his
duties, and it was from them that the recommendation for an additional salary had

- come (hear); and unless they had good reasons for a contrary course, whicl had not
yeb been brought forward, the recommendation of that Board ought to be adopted.

Bro. Whitmore agreed that the Board of General Purposes ought to be best able
to judge as to what were the claims of the officers of Grand Lodge ; but when he
found that Board introducing in 1859 a recommendation uite opposite to that
which they introduced on the same subject in 1858, he thought they had fair
grounds for doubting their judgment. (Hear) He knew the Grand Secretary,
who some years since was a Past Master of a Lodge to which he belonged, and he
had a very high respect for him; it was only therefore from a high sense of duty
that he opposed the proposition before Grand Lodge, because the only circumstance
which to his mind could justify the increase did not exist, viz., the request for an
increase on the part of the Grand Secretary himself. (Oh!) The case of the
libravian of Lincolw’s Inn was not analogous, inasmuch as although the Cirand
Secretary required, and no doubt pussessed, that average intelligence, gentlemanly
deportment and manners, which constituted the chief requirements of his office,
yet there was no need for that vast lewning and varied abiliby required in such a
post as that of the Hbrarian referred to. Again, if they gave him this increase thus
mnasked for, they would prevent his getting it in a manner far more honourable to
himself, namely, by coming np and asking for it, after he could plead, say, five years’
service as justification for asking it (Laughter) He was glad to sec the dryness
of the discussion enlivened (hear, and a Jaugh), bub if e did not suceeed in making
himself understood to Grand TLodge, he was thoroughly intelligible to himself.
{Renewed laughter.)

Bro. Savage said the main point seemed to be somewhat overlooked ; ib was nof
what they had done thirty or forty years back, but—was the sum of £300 adequate
or inadequate as the Grand Secretary’s salavy ¢ (hear), that was the question, (Hear,
hear). He should, therefore, on this occasion support Bro. Havers, although it was
sometimes his misforbune to disagree with that brother. [Bro. Burabt— Yow'll
never do so any more.”] (Loud laughter). The Grand Secretary was capable of all
that Bro. Whitmore said, and more.

Bro. Whitmore—I never for a moment insinuated that there was any lack of
information on the part of the Ghand Secretary (lear, hear), I merely spoke of the
abilities required in his office,

Bro. Savage enlarged on the advantages they enjoyed by reason of the Grand
Secretary'’s kiuowledge of continental languages, in addition to his mother fongue,
by which means he was enabled to correspond with hrethren iv various parts of
the world, :
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Bro. Wyuane thought it would be much better to leave it to his lordship to make
some such proposition at some futuve time. (Oh, ol !)

Bro. the Rev. G. R. Portal-—My lovd, before this matter comes o a vote, I think
it is very important that, if possible, we should arrive ab a unanimous decision;
because, if the matter is sebtled by anything like a narrow division, Bro. Gray
Clarke will be robbed of a very great part of the gratification which such a vote
ought to give him, (Hear, hewr). I am certain there is bubt one wish on the part
of Grand Lodge, viz., to act kindly to Bro. Clarke; and I can assurc those who
have brought forward this motion, that Grand Lodge will not be anything like
unanimous when it is pressed to a division. Bro. Savage has not put the point
quite faicly when he says that the question for us to consider is, whether this £300
or £350 is a fair remuveration for a gentleman of Bro. Clarke’s abilities and
demeanowr. The question is, whether, what was enough eighteen months back is
nob enough now ? If the salary is insuffieient, why did he accept it? (Oh, oh !)
15 the Board of General Purposes to say (only one year ago), that after thoroughly
‘fnvestigating the nature and extent of the duties of the Grand Secretary’s office, they
are of opinion that it is neither “necessary nor desirable that any increase should be
made in any of the existing salaries,” and now to contradict i6? They did not make
that report in ignorance of the subject, butb after careful investigation they reported
that all the officers were sufficiently paid. What then has happened between that
time and this which can justify them in now saying that Bro. Clarke is not well
paid? s theve some newly discovered mine of efficiency in him, or some arduous
duties not before thought of? T need not reeall the past, but I may remind Grand
Lodge that Bro. Clarke in his correspondence with Bro. Harington, of Canada, so
wrote as to induce thab brother to veply—* Your letters to me are so personal as
very much to embarrass matters, &e. (Hear, hear ! and eries of Order, order!
Question, question §) This is the question—is it & proof of Bro. Clarke's efticiency
that the only way in which he conducts a Qelicate correspondence is to offend
those whom we ought to be solicitous to coneiliate. (Cries of Oh, oh! Question,
question ) This Is the question, and I shall take cave that it shall not be burked.
(Laughter). For myself, I attach wmore credit to the carefully drawn report of
twelve months ago thau to that of three months ago, and I shall put my confidence
in the former rather than in the latter. (Hear, hear).

Bro. M‘Intyre said it was unfair and uneandid to oppose hoth thesc reports—
that which said a year ago that the salaries ought to vemain as they were, and that
whick now proposed to increase them. As to depriving Bro. Clark of the oppor-
tunity of “asking” to have his salary raised, he thought it would not press very
heavily on his feelings if they raised it now instead. (Laughter). One brother
who complained now of the increase as diminishing the funds available for
charities, told them on the last oceasion that they oughb to be just before they
ostentatiously gave their money to chavities. For his own part, he would let their
Jjustice and generosity go hand in band together. :

Bro. the Right Hon. Lord Panmure, D.G.AL, said—My lord, I am not going into
the merits of this question, but I wish to notice one point which was raised by
Bro, Portal. Every other brother has borne testimony to the high and honourable
character of the Grand Secretary, and no one, with the exception of Bro. Purtal,
his attewpted to cast any slur on the conduct of Bro. Clirke, in the execution of
his duties. (Hear, hear). I must say, that 1 am surprised ab the groundson
which Bro. Portal has blamed the Grand Secretary. (Hear,hear). He has blamed
him for letters written in a controversy which is now, I am happy to say, dead and
buried—(applause)—in a controversy in which, though the letters were penned by
the Grand Secrctary, they were letters written by the desive of the Grand Master
himself—(hear, hear)—letters of which the Grand Master was substantially the
author, and of which the Deputy Grand Master also was cognizant, and of which
Bro, Clarke is no more to blame than the pen with which he wrote them.  (Hear;
hear). Ii there is anything to hlame in these lebters, let Grand Lodge visit it on
those who were the anthors of them, and responsible for them. (Hear, hear).
Let the blame rest o the proper shoulders. Having made this explanation,
I shall not enter into the merits of the case, though perfectly satisfied that the
motion to increasc Bro, Clarke's salary is not only a proper wotion in itsolf in
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regard to the duties which he has to perform, but ib is a motion by passing which
Coand Lodge will be consulting iis own dignity, (Hear, hear).

Bro. Havers, in reply, spoke ag follows—After the long and weavisome discussion
which has taken place, I shall oceupy your attention but a short time, We are
accused of grave inconsistency in having stated our deliberate opinion that no
change should be made in the salaries of the Grand Secretary’s department. But
having now examined most carefully into the matter, and taking into consideration
another matter—to which, in the presence of our respected Bro. White, T need not
more particularly allude—we came to the conclusion thab if any increase of salay
were made, the Gvand Secretary should participate therein. We did veport that it
was not then desirable to charge the Grand Secretary’s department with any
further salary; hut Grand Todge overruled our decision, and took out of our
hands that deeision. (Hear). By their decision fo raise the salary of the chief
clerk £100 a year, they relieved us from our decision. (Hear, and a laugh). We
were bound to bear in mind that these salaries were taken inte consideration
twenty-one years ago, (heav, hear), that the salary of the Grand Secretary was then
fixed at what the Grand Secretary was receiving now, (hear, hear), that you then
mereased Bro. White's salary not merely for his extended services, “ but in conse-
quence of the increasing duties he will have to perform, and you have doubled the
salary of the head clerk. (A volce—* Assistant Secretary”). Well, you have
doubled the salary of Pro, Farnfield the Assistant Secretary; you have added a
new clerk to the establishment, but you have left the Grand Secretary himgelf
without any increase. (Hear). We therefore come to the conclusion that it
would be only fair and right to put the Grand Secretary himself in ab least as good
4 position as the subordinates in his office. Bro. Whitmore has told us that ordi-
nary inteiligence, ordinary capacity, and ordinary politeness, will suffice for the
Grand Secretary.  But, with all deference to Bre. Whitmove, T think the Crand
Secretary of a great, extensive, and most influential institution like ours, should be
& gentleman not only perfectly acquainted with our work, capable of giving some-
thing more than mere cut and dried replies to the letters addressed to him, but
able by his skill and judgment often to prevent matters becoming grave and
important (hear, hear); understanding the best method by which evil passions
may be allayed in 1,090 Lodges, and amongst o membership of the 100,000 Masons
arranged wnder our banners. (Hear, hear). 1 think we should have a gentleman
who will devote himself entirely to our service (hear), body and mind being
employed to keep our society working on it proper basis. (Hear). Now do you
remunerate a gentleman of that class, and can you secure his services at
the sum of £300 a year? (Hear, hear). It has been wged that doubling
the salary of the Assistant Secretary was in payment for his past services; but
is it a sufficient reason that because you pay ome brother for his past
services you should nob pay another for his present services? (Hear, hear).
I do mot ask you to give this as a matter of generosity, but of justice.
Your head elerk receives £300 a year (justly enough after thirty years' service), and
your Grand Secretary receives the same. Bub does not the Grand Secretary re-
ceive £50 from Grand Chapter? Yes; but your head clerk receives £60. (Hear,
hear)) The duties now are double those of Bro. White, who, in addition to his
sadary here, had £210 and a house, as Secretary to the Hon. Artillery Company.
He had as Grand Secretary £300 as salary, and £100 as gratuity ; £50 from Grand
Chapter; £210 and a house from the Artillery Company ; total, £660. And surely
theve is no reason why £400 a year should be too much for Bro. Gray Clarke, whose
duties take up all his time.  Will you place him in a worse position than his
clerks, or the Iate Grand Secretary? (Hear). A brother has stated that the work
of the Grand Secretary’s office has not inereased since 1856; it may not materially
have increased since 1856, but it ecrtainly has increased greatly since the year in
which £300 ayear was considered sufficient for the Grand Secretary’s salary. Tt
hias increased largely year hy year since that time, when the receipts of the Board
of General Purposes were only £1,700, whereas last year they were £4,000. It was
trae there had been an addition to the staff, but that did not diminish the labours
of the Grand Secretary in connesion with his letters, which are over on the increase;
and through his courtesy and kindess you have mattors put to rights every week,



1230 The Masonic Mivror.

which might have been fanned into a flame to the detriment of the Craft. 1T
believe that the value of such services is incaleulable to Masonry. As to this
allowance diminishing the resources at your disposal for charity, I have told you
that your surplus income is £2,500 a year; and do not be over generous to sorne
charities, while you underpay yowr Grand Secretary. I shall make no appeal to
your feclings in favonr of Bro. Clarke; and as to the only charge brought against
him, I shall only add to the words of the Deputy Grand Master, that Bro. Ha-
rington, whom Bro. Portal quotes, is to Canada what Bro. Portal is to England,
and that but for these bwo men the question, now happily settled, would never
have arrived at the height it did. (Cheers).

The M.W. Grand Master then pub the amendment, which was lost by a vast
majority. The question for increasing the Grand Secretary’s salary was then pub as a
substantive motion, and carried with less than a dozen dissentients.

INCREASE 7O THE SADARY O BRO. Buss.d

The President of the Board next moved, that the salary of Bro. Buss, who had
been in the service of Grand Lodge some four years, be increased to £150 a year.
He said—I shall not be doing my duty unless I pay Bro. Buss a tribute whieh is
justly due to him. ; A more zealous aund useful officer no body ever had than
Bro. Buss.

Bro, Whitmore—I am happy to agree with the mover of this motion, and—

Bro. Havers—How about the chavities, now? (Laughter, and cries of ob,oh 1)

Bro. Whitmore : From my hexrt, I pity the brother who could make such an
observation. (Oh, oh ! laughter, and Order, order !) Iwas going to say that I have
some opporbunity of knowing that Bro. Buss is a faithful servaat, inefficiently re-
munerated, and I have great pleasure in secopding the mobion.  Carried aem. con.

PROFESSIONAL AUDITORS FOR GRAND LODGE ACCOUXNTS,

The President of the Board then read the next paragraph of the report, which
was as follows :— The Board have under their consideration a plan for simplifying
and improving the system of keeping the accounts of the society, which they believe
will be of advantage. Considering the magnitude of the accounts and the impossi-
bility of carrying out any systematic or efficient audit under the present regulations,
the Board are of opinion that (without interfering with the present audit by the
Masters of Lodges), it would be desirable and advantageous that the accounts
should De audited once at least in each year, by professional accountants, who
should have free access to all sueh hooks and docwnents as they may vequire. The
Board believe that brethren thoroughly competent to vndertake such work may he
fornd ; and that 2 sum of twenty guineas per annum will be an adequate remune-
ration, they therefore recommend to Grand Lodge to empower the MW, Grand
Master to appoint two such professional accountants as auditors.”

He moved a resolution in accordance with the above, except that he substituted
the word “one” in the place of “two,” on the ground that though twenty guineas
might he enough for one good professional anditor, it would nob suffice to secure
two auditors of that standing and competency which the urgency of the case
demanded.  The present wode of audit was wnique. (Hear, and a laugh). The
Masters of bwenty Lodges in succession weve invited to the Grand Secretary’s
office ab seven o'clock, to andit the accounts, an immense masg of hooks was put
before them, and they were bold that supper would be ready at nine o'clock.
(Laughter). "Twenty men could not audit the accounts ab all, none could audit them
in two hows.  He proposed that the professional auditor should submit his state-
ment and report to these twenty Masters, whony he neither wished to deprive of
their privilege or their supper. (Laughter).

Bro. Binckes said he seconded the motion with pleasure (laughter), well knowing
from experience thab the present andit was mosb Inefficient.

Bro. Whitmore opposed the motion, and thought the present plan would work if
they put off the supper till another occasion. He opposed the appointment of a
professional auditor, believing that the present system might be so improved as to
vender it unnecessary; and though he did not suppose that such a case could aceur
whilst the Board of Gieneral Purposes was as purc as it was at present, he could
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conceive that a time might come when, with a less serupulous Board, the accounts
might be so cooked as to deceive the wost experienced professional auditor,
(Hear, hear, and “ Shame !”)

A Volee—Then you would only get them there on the supper night. (Laughter.)

Bro. Stebbing also objected to the motion on account of the £20 expenditure
it involved. He thought “Grand Auditors” should be elected; the honour would
De valued; but for £20 they could not secure the services of a first rate man. It
was these reckless additions to their expenditure which raised up their Haringtons
and Portals.  (Oh, oh ! and laughter.) e implored the Grand Master to let this
e an honovary distinetion, and then some worthy aud distinguished Mason would
do it for nothing, and would value a seat on that dais, which he (Bro. Stebbing)
lid not, and, if he did, he should never get it (laughter), at greatly more than £20,
or £50, or even £100. (Laughter.)

Bro. Symonds supported the motion, and as to £20 being inadequate, he knew
of his own knowledge that the accounts of the commissioners of sewers, which
were very voluminous, were audited by a thoroughly competent: professional
auditor for £15, although it occupied him three whole days.  (Hear.)

The motion was put and carvied.

THE SO-CALLED GRAND LODGE OF LURKEY.

The President of the Board called attention to this illegal Masonic hody, with
which, he regretted to say that several highly respuctable persons had connected
themselves. It wasstated that a Captain Atkinson, who was at Smyrna at the end
of the Crimean war, said that he was (there is no proof that he was) in possession
of an Irish warrant. He made twenty Masons, divided them into three Lodges, and
they declared themselves the Grand Lodge of Turkey.  (Hear, hear, and langhter).
A number of gentlemen had been innocently entrapped into joining it. Tae
Master of the regular © Oriental” Lodge had done the best he could, and deserved
much eredit for the discreet and zealous manner in which he had acted, though he
fell into some crrors ab first.  Bro. Havers concluded by asking Grand Lodge to
agree to a motion calling upon all regular Lodges to discountenance this so-called
grand body, and o Jend back its members into the right path by means provided
for in the Book of Constitutions (page 77).

Agreed to.

COLONIAL BOARD.

The veport of thig Buard was taken as read, and ordered to be received and

entered on the minutes.
ROYAL BENEVOLENT INSITTULION,
The veporb was received, and ordered to he entered on the minutes,

THE PRINTED MINUTES,

W. Bro. Frederick Binckes, P.M., No, 11, moved— That it is inexpedient to
publish the discussions in Grand Lodge in the minutes of proceedings of the
quarterly communications as issued from the Grand Seeretary’s office.” The reason
Bro. Binckes wished to bave the printing and circulation of these minutes
discontinned, appeared to be—liceause sorme year ov so ago, he had beew, as he
conceived, inaccurately reported in them. What Bro. Binckes was then (June 16,
1858) reported to have said was, that he * supported the motion, and said that the
veport of the Board of General Purposes did not reprosent the report of the
committee.” Bro. Binckes would have heen, it seems, content had the summary
added the grounds on which he contended that the report of the Board did not repre-
sent the report of the committee, namely, “that he had heen informed that the
report of the committee bore testimony to the efficiency of the services rendered by
the officers of Grand Lodge” Another point in the minutes, referred to by
Bro. Binckes as being inaccurate, was in a subsequent passage, in which Bro,
Havers i3 represented as having charged Bro. Binckes with saying, that the report
in question was come to by a “narrow majority,” which Bro. Binckes denies
having said, He protested generally against what le called “the unfair and
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garbled manner in which those reports ave presented to the Craft.” The official
veparter he believed to be a most able man, who had been connected with the
Times for thirty years, and he felt that any report which he gave would be always
fair and impartial,  Without specifying any one by name, Bro. Binckes insinuated
that some Grand Officer or Officers garbled these reports before they were sent oub
to the Craft. Having “vindicated his character,” he said be should withdraw his
motion.

T yeply to Bro, Gregory, the Grand Master said it was not competent for Bro
Binckes to withdraw his motion without permission of Grand Lodge.

Bro. Havers said he had examined the report in question, and it contained not
one single word which was not to be found in the shorthand writer’s notes, (Hear,
hear, hear). He hurled back upon Bro, Binckes the insinuation which he threw
out of “ garbling” with vrespeet to these reports, on the part of the executive, as
a base-fabrication, (Sensation), Neither himself nor any Officer of Grand Lodge,
except the one who had charge of these reports, had ab all interfered with them.
(Hear, hear).

Bro, Whitmore—In reply to an unseemly interruption on the part of Bro,
Havers, at [an earlier stage of our proceedings, I said that T pitied him for the
observation he had made; but now I would say, if it be not unmasonic, that I
despise him. (Oh, oh ! and loud cries of Shame ! and Order!) If a brother gets
up in this Grand Lodge, I have a perfect right to reply to his observations. )

The Grand Master—Not unless yon withdraw your wnmasonic observations,

Cheers).
\( Bro. Whitmore—DMay I ask yowr-lordship if “Dbase fabrication” be a Masonie
observation?  (* Hear,” aud two cheers from the Oliserver party).

The Grand Master—Any assertion that cannot be substantiated, is nnmasonie,
Chears).

( Bro. Whitmore—And if T can substantiate what I say, shall Ibe equally in order?

The Grand Master—You can never be in order in saying that you despise Bro,
Havers. )

Bro. Whilmore—If you say it is irregular, of course I withdraw it.

The Grand Master—I say it ismove than irvegular, it is disorderly and unmasonie,
(Hear, hear).

Bro. Whitmore—I am quite sure his lordship gives me no indulgence, but as the
expression is declared o be unmasonie, of comse I withdraw it. (Hear, hear), Bro,
Whitmore then came to the question, and said, his own observations having been
grossly misrepresented in the minutes alluded to, he should support Bro. Binckes,
as he would rather have no report at all than a garbled one.

Bro. Roxburgh having heen present on the occasion alluded to, and having read
the passage to which objection had been made, declared that the report was fair
and accurate, and that there was no garbling or misreporting whatever in the
cage, If they were to report all Bro. Binckes's observations, these minutes would
fill volumes instead of sheets. (Laughter). Such motions ought not to he allowed
to be put upon the paper, unless it could be shown that the executive had in some
way violated their duty.

Bro. Stebbing deprecated these gross personalities, which were highly discredit-
able to them in Grand Lodge, and would appear still more so when they got into
print. (Hear, hear) He hoped the authorities would consider the propriety of
prohi)biting any publication whatever of the proceedings of Grand Lodge. (Hear,

- hear.

Bro. Lord Panmure, D.G.M.—My lord, I wish to makea few remarks on the motion
of Bro. Biuckes, and the speech of the brother who has just sat down. I am old
cnough to remember when the authoritative publication of our proceedings under
the sanction of Grand Lodge was first adopted by Grand Lodge; and I think, if
my memory fails me not, 1t was adopted in consequence of garbled reports which
appeared in spurious publications, giving vise to much internal disputation within
the walls of Grand Lodge. It was then determined that a veport, on the authority
of Grand Lodge, should go forth of all its proceedings, and that that should be the
means of rectifying any evil complained of by the Craft ab Jarge, viz., that they were
in ignorance of what passed within these walls, I believe thab up to the preseunt
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time the plan then adopted has worked very well, If Bro. Binckes had taken the
proper course, such a notice as this would have been unnecessary. The misrepre-
sentations of which he complains took place, on his own showing, twelve montbs
ago, (Hear, hear.) Now Iapprebend, in the first place, it is not a very easy
matter, but a very invidious task, to curtail discussions in Grand Lodge so as to
bring them within the compass of an ordinary paper to be transmitted into the
country, but on 1o one oceasion since this system existed has there been: a well
grounded complaint brought before Grand Lodge. Such’a motion as thig is nob
the maaner in which the complaint should be made. The publication in question
is sent forth by authority, and if any brother is misrepresented, his Quty and
business i3 to appear at the next quarterly communieation in his place, and appeal
to Gravd Lodge on a question of breach of privilege. (Hear, hear). That is the
course the brother should have taken to state his complaint, and he would doubtless
have meb with ready redress at the hands of Grand Lodge. But to abolish the
publication of these minutes, by means of which the brethren in the country can
procure Masonic information in a Masonic manner, would cause great discontent,
I hope, therefore, Grand Lodge will not agree to the motion of Bro. Binckes—
(hear, hear)—and that for the future, if any brother shall have veason to complain
of being misrepresented, he will come forward in s manly manner, and I am sure
he will be heard with attention, (Applause),

GENERAL APOLOGY TQ GRAND LODGE.

Bro, Whitmore said that  few minutes reflection had convineed him that the
observations which had escaped him were highly improper, and he begged to
withdraw and apologize for them ; he wished' that he could come to the conclusion
that the ohservations which provoked his were as regular-as his expressions were
irregular, -

B%‘l;. Binckes in reply said that he regretted deeply that anything he might have
said should have been offensive to Grand Lodge. It was not his wish to attack or
offend any brother. He wished he could hear Bro, Havers espress himself as Bro,
Whitmore had done.

Bro. Havers said thab if anything had been said by him which was considered
offensive either by the Grand Master or by Grand Lodge, he withdrew and apologised
for it. 1f he had spoken with undue warmth in repelling what he balieved to bean
imputation on the honowr of the executive, he regretted it; but brethren must
bear in mind that it was not in human nature to be always forbearing, and
that no opportunity was lost in Grand Lodge and out of Grand Lodge, in print
and in writing, to impute unworthy motives or dishonourable conduct to the
subordinate members of the executive. He endeavoured to guard himself from
it, and regretted if he had used too strong an expression,

TheM,W.Grand Master said, he partly took the blame to himself for any inaceuracy
in these minutes, it having been his custom to read them through before publication.
He found them fairly and honestly written. He would not now shrink from the
responsibility, though he had deputed the task to others. Qui facit per altum
facit per se. (Hear). He was extremely sorry that these things should occur.

The motion was then put, and negatived unanimously.

Grand Lodge was then closed in antient form, and with solemn prayer, shortly

" after eleven o’clock. :

)

METROPOLITAN,

APPOIRTMENTS,

Wednesduy, June 200~ Encampment ~Frederick of Unity, Tondon Tavern,
Thursday, 30th.~General Committee Boys Schoo), at 12,
Saturday, July 2nd,~General Committes Giiis School, at 4,

4K
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Monday, July Ath~Lodges, St. Inke's (163), Commercial Hall, Chelsea; Joppa (223), Albion
Tavern, Chapter.~Old King's Arms (30), Freemasons’ Tavern.

Tuesday, 3th~T.odges, St. Johw's (196), Holly Bush, ampstead; La Toleranco (784), Freemasons’
Tavern. Colonial Board, at 3. Audit Committes Girls School, at 12,

IVednesday, 6th.—Lodges, Westminster and Keystone (10), Freemasons’ Taveru.

Thirsday, T¢h.—Lodges, Yarborough (812), George, Commercial Road East; Crystal Palace
(1044), Crystal Palace.

Friday, 8th.—Lodge, High Cross (1056), Railway Hotel, Novthumberland Park, Tottenham,

[The appointments of Lodges of Instruction appear in the last number of each month.]

Paxxure Lopel (No, 1,022),—The usnal monthly meeting of this Lodge was
held at the Swan Tavern, Stockwell, on Monday, the 20th. ~The W.L, Bro. W.
Charnack, after raising Bro. Church, of the Temple Lodge, to the degree of ML,
very ably initiated Messrs. G. Ball and G. Roberts into the Order, and pﬂsi‘sed Bros.
Howitt and Brice to the degree of Fellow Craft. The brethren afterwavds
ndjourned to refreshment, and the proceedings of the evening terminated in an
agrecable manner, at an early hour. It is propesed to establish a Todge of Instrue-
tion in conmection with this Lodge, . .

INSTRUCTION.

CRysrar Pavacs Lobcs (No. 1044).—At a mecting held on Monday evening,
June 20th, at the City Avms Tavern, West-square, Lambeth, about twenty-five
brethren were present, to hear from Bro. Elisha D, Cooke an exposition of the
Masonie practice in the United States of America. The Lodge was opened by Bro,
8. B. Wilson, P.S.G.D., as W.3L, Bro. Crawley being S.W., and Bro. Anslow J.W,
Among the brethren present were Bro. Hyde Pullen, D. Prov. G.M., Isle of Wight,
Bros. How, Moss, Thomas, and other P.Ms, Bro. Wilson resigned the chair to Bro,
Cooke, who conmenced with showing the American mode of opening, which differs
considerably in practice, hut not in principle, from our own. Nearly all the Lodges
in the States use music in aid of their cerentonies, and in cach ceremony an ode or
hymn is sung.  The badge used in American Lodges is of lambskin on initiation,
but afterwards of plain white linen, which is provided by the Todge. Bro. Cooke
informs us that, save for state occasions, as processions, &e., no Mason thinks of
purchasing a badge unless he is going to Canada or Furope. Bro. Cooke went
through the lectures, and we remarked that the Lodge is dedicated to the holy St.
Johu, and prineiples of an exclusively christian tendency are recognized. At the
end of the first lecbure, Bro. Wilson remarked that the geneval principles of
American Masonry were the same as ours, but he could not avoid remarking on
some greab differences, which showed that their Masonry was decidedly christian,
whereas we say Masonry is universal, and admit into its portals all who acknowledge
a supreme being. He asked, how could Jews become Masons in the United States ?
Bro. Cooke in answer said, that a diseretionary power was committed to the W.AL
and Lodge to alter the ceremonics if a Jew were present.  In the sceond degree
the sacred volume is opened ab the 7th ehapter of Amos; and in the thivd degree,
at Heclesiastes, ch. xii.  Bro. Newell inquired, at the end of the first lecture
whether a charge was not given. Bro. Cooke misunderstanding him, wag about to
explain the charge given fo the E.A., when Bro. Wilson in explanation said, in
America drinking was not allowed in Masonic Lodges at any time, hence the
charges Bro. Newell alluded to were not vequired. In the third degree all the
working tools ave presented.” There is in the practice of this degree considerable
varviance with English Masonvy, and the variations are not improvements, especially
with regard to the points of fellowship. An cxhortation at the close of the third
degree is couched in cloquent language. A period of fowr weeks, as with ug, is
necessary hetween cach degree, and Bro. Cook tells us, that unless the brother
has mastered the degree he has obtained, he is not eligible to go further. We are
pleased to learn that our Amevican brethren lament the improper haste with
which persons have at times been received into our Order, and many Lodges have
determined on admitbing none but such as they would admit to their own private
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circlé or considered desivable to present fo their own family. Bro. Wilson, who
had been previously proposed and admitted as a member of the Lodge of Instruc-
tion, moved a vote of thanks to Bro. Cooke for the very clear elucidation he had
given them of the practice of Masonry in Amevica, and hoped that ere he returned
he wonld mect with opportunities of taking home a favowrable veport of the Craft
in Bngland. A brother present said, that as a Scottish Mason, he could vouch for
the practice being identical with that of his own country, and seconded the motion
for a vote of thanks to Bro. Cooke, who in reply said, that young as he was in
Masowry, he could not bub feel flattered in having a vote of thanks moved by so
eminent a Mason as Bro. Wilson, aud he received it as a great hononr, He re-
ferred to his being a papil of Bro. Robert Morris, & man who had devoted his
whale life to the sindy and cause of Masonry, He thanked the brethren for the
patient hearing, and should carry back to his own country the remembrance of
of his visit to their Lodge. Some brethren prosent were proposed and admitted
wembers, and the Lodge was duly closed.

PROVINCIAL

BRISTOL.
APPOINTMENTS. — Lodges.~Luesday, July 5th, Beaufort (120), Freomasons’ Hall, at 7; Wed.
nesday, Gih, Moira (08), ditto, at 7. Friday, Sth. Instruction.—Ditto, at 7%, (hapter,—
‘Winnsday, 7ih, Hospitality (221), ditto, at 7.

CHANNEL ISLANDS.

APpoINTMENTS.—Lodge~Wednesday, July Gth, Haummond (820), Masonic Hall, Guernsey,
at 73 Chapter —Vuesday, 5th, Hammond, Masonic Hall, Guernsey, at 8.

Jersey.—Lodge Lo Oésareé (No. 860).—Some wnpleasant circumstances having
arisen out of & dramatic representation given by Bro. Henri Drayton, for the benefit
of the Building Tund of this Lodge, in which Bro. Drayton was lately initiated, a
meeting of the brethren was called to express to him' their sympathy under the
unpleasant civenmstances which had attended, or rather followed, his veception into
the Cralt, and to present him with o written testimonial for the services he had
rendered to the Lodge, The doctunent having heen presented with appropriate
remarks from various members of the Lodge, Bro. Diayton reburned thanks in a
very eloquent speech, which we regret our space does not permit us to give at
length. He said he bad not imagined that he could be thought worthy of such
honourable mention, but he trusted to the indulgence of his friends, and hoped
thab they would not consider his remarks as a true indication of the condition of
his heart, which he assured thewm was overflowing with gratitude and affection
towards those from whom he had received the benelit of admission into an Order,
which hie Lad not joined blindly, or without duc consideration, but with a full
appreciation of the advantages, hoth moral and intellectual, which it was capable
of conferring. True, he was but a young Mason, and thevefors his knowledge was
as yet very limited, but he lad seen enough to be aware thak he had much to acquire,
and he pledged himsclf that he would not only become a Master Mason, but that
he would persevere, and that it would be his ambition and determination to reach
the highest position of which he may be found eapable. On the night after his
initiation, when retiving to vest, he found a copy of the sucred volume placed on
his dressing table, and a mark within it ab the seventh chapter of the 1st Book of
Kings. He was induced to examine the portion indicated, ind he did not leave it
till he had read to the end of that book, Hence he had ascertained his present
deficiencies; hence he had acquired u more estended knowledge of the science;
hence he had made up his mind to puist;;z ét to the cnd, and not to rest satisfied
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i1} he should have acquired all that can he known of the subjeet, It is well under-
stood that in the minds of the Iadies there exists a prejudice against Frecmasonry,
from which he confessed that the partner of his life was not free: no sooner
however had she met with Masons, as such, since her husband’s initiation, than all
her preconceived notions were extinguished. In reference to the occurrence of the
last few days, hie wished to say that he at first imagined that he could display his
senge of the obligation conferred upon him only by his future career as a Mason,
and by emrying out the principles which he had been taught b his initiation ; yet,
hearing that a Masonic temple was projected by the Lodge in which he had been
enrolled, he thought he might leave a memento in the form of a few stones buied
in the building, hidden in the mass, but not useless or unfelt. Little was he aware,
however, that he might thus be sowing the seeds of dissension. He still hoped
that his motives would be considered as good, and trusted that he should depart
from among them, conscious of having endeavoured to do his duty towards thew,
and retaining a most lively recollection of the kindness he had received, Bro.
Drayton concluded by assuring his friends that he should at once endeavonr to
banish the matter from his thoughts. i :

On the evening of Saturday, June 18th, an emergency meeting of this Lodge
was held chiefly, for the purpose of passing to the second degree, Bro. Drayton, who
had remained a few days longer for this purpose. The W.M,, Bro. Le Cras per-
formed the ceremony of the second degree with his accustomed cave and accuracy
to four Entered Apprentices, Bros. Lefeuvre, Le Gros, Gullichan, and Drayton,
veceiving some assistance from_ Bro, Schmitt, P.3L, who afterwards gave the ex-
planation of the second degree by the usual illustrations, with the aid of the tracing
board, The Orator, Bro. Ratier, gave sn able extempore exposition of the leading
principles of Freemasonry, and especially of the philosophical tendency of the
symbols of this degree. During the evening ab least sixty brethren were present,
including several. gentlemen counected with the newspaper press of the island,
Some excellent speeches were made at the collation which followed the Lodge,
among which that of Bro. Drayton was marked by both good taste and feeling,

[The circumstances alluded to above are given in ample detail in a lebler from
our corvespondent “H, H."—~Tn.}

CHESHIRE.
APPOINTHENT.—~Chapter.—~Saturday, July 2nd, Tndustry (465), Novfolk Arms, Hyde, nt 3,

DEVONSHIRE.

A PPOINTMRNTS. ~Lodges.—Monday, July 4th, Bedford (351), Harmony (182), Swan Inn, St,
Andrew Street, af 7 ; Fidelity (280), Three Tuns, Tiverton, at 7: Bedford (351), Private Roomy,
Tavistoek, at 7 3 Tuesday, 5th, St. Johw's (83), Masonic Hall, Plymonthi, at % ; Weduesday, 6th,
.Bfn:nswick (185), Masonic Ifall, Plymouth, at 7; Perseverance (190), London Hotel, Sidmonth,
ab 7.

DORSETSHIRE.
APpPOINTMENTS.—Lodges—Wednesday, July Gtb, Amity (160), Masonic Hall. Poole, at 7;
Thursday, 7th, Unity (584), Town Hall, Wareham, at 7.
DURHAM.

ATPOINTMENTS,—Lodges~Monday, July 4th, Wear (618), Lambton Avms, Chester le Street,
at 7; Union (667), Railway Hotel, Barnard Castle, at 7; Tuesday, 5th, Granby (146), Free-
magons’ Hall, Durham, at 7; Wednesday, 6th, Phanix (111), Phenix Hall, sunderland, at 7;
Thursday, 7th, Tees (749), Black Lion, Stockton-on-Tees, at7; St. Helen’s (778), Masonic Hul]:
Hartlepool, at 7}; Friday, 8th, Lambton Lodge (521), Lambton Arms, Chester Io Street, at 2,

GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
ArppornTaENTs, —~Lodges.~Tuesday, July 5th, Sherborne (1004), Georgs Hotel, Stroud, at 53 ;
Weduesday, 6th, Royal Union (307), Freemasons’ Hall, Cheltenhany, ab G,
HAMPSHIRE.

APPOINTMENYS,—Lodyes.—Mouday, July 4th, Oakley (995), Black Boy, Basingstoke, at 6¢
Thursday, 7th, Paumure (1025), Royaf Hotel, Aldershott. at 6. ’C’Impters.l‘.ﬁ’ednes%ay, J{ﬂy 6th,
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Royal Sussex (423), Freemasons’ Hall, Porisea, at 7; Southampton (555), Freemasons’ Hall,
Southampton, at 7; Thureday, 7th, Royal Gloucester (152), ditto, at 7.

Souvtaanrrox.—Lodge of Twelve Brothers (No. 1087)~This Lodge held its
regular meeting on the 25th June, under the presidency of Bra. J. Rankin Stebbing,
W.M,, at the Royal Hotel, when Bro. G. W. Clarke, the Secretary, handed in the
warrant from the Grand Lodge, received since the former meeting. . It was re-
solved the W.M., do consult and arrange with the Prov. G.M., Admiral Sir Lucius
Curtis, Bart., for the constitution of the Lodge, on or before the next stated Lodge
night. Bro, Charles Ewens Deacon, D. Prov. G.M., was elected a joining mem-
ber. Proceeding to the consideration of the by-laws, it was resolved that no brother
should be eligible to be elected or to- continue a member unless he was at the
same time a subseribing member of one of the other local Lodges. It was further
resolved on the proposition of the W.M., seconded by Bro. Dr. Clark, P.AL,
that every Brother elected to the office of Master should pledge himself to become
a steward of one of the Masonic Charities, and the W.IL agreed to do himsclf.
One of the visitors was Bro. Gaugain, P.M., an eminent artist,

ISLE OF WIGHT.
ArvorNTyaENT.~Lodye~Wednesday, July Gth, Yarborough (809), Lodge Room, Ventuor
at 7.

KENT,

ArpoINTMENTS.—Lodges.—Monday, July 4th, Peace and Harmony (235), Itoyal Oak, Dovors
ab 7% Tuesday, 5th, Adam’s (184), Masonic Hall, Sheerness, at 65 Wednesday 6th, Royal Navab
{621), Royal Hotel, Ramsgate, at 7; luvicta (1011), George’s Hall, Ashford, at'8; Thursdny, 7th,
United Industrious (34), Freemasons’ Pavern, Canterbuxy, at 8,

CONSECRATION OF THE WELLINGTON LODGE, No. 1086.

Drar.—The Wellington Lodge, for which a warrant or charter of con®
stitution had heen obtained, was opened un Satwrday, June 18.  The brebhren met
ab the Walmer Castle Hotel, 2ud proceeded thenee in procession to the assembly
vooms, where the coremony of upening and consecrating the Lodge was fixed Lo take
blace, under a dispensation from the R.W. the Prov. (4D, instead of the Walmer
Castle nawed in the warvant. The Lodge was opened by Bro. Stephen Barton
Wilsen, Prov. G.D., $he officer appointed by the Grand Master for that purpose, in
the prescuce of the RW. Bro. Charles Purton Cooper, Prov. (4L ; Bro. Harvey
Boys, PR.GW. as D. Prov. GAL; Bro, T. Hallowes, P. Prov. 8.G.W.; Bro, C.O.
Phipps, P. Prov. S.G.W. 5 Bro. B. Jones, . Prov, J.LW.; Bro. Saunders, Prov. ¢
Treas.; Bro. Chas. Isaacs, Prov, G. Scc. ; Bro, S, Beeching, Prov. G. Dir. of Cors. ;
and several other Prov. Grand{ Officers; Bro. dwin Ramsford, P. @. Organist;
Bro. Sir Jas, Fergusson, Prov. (WAL for Ayvshive; Pro. Hyde Pallen, D. Prov. (C3
Isle of Wight ; Bro. Major Buwney, and several brethren of the diffevent Lodges in
the province.

The chavber o warraut of constitution from the Grand Lodge of Lngland, was
read by the Prov. (1 See.; also the authoriby of the R.W. the Prov. GO for
opening and conscerating the Lodge at the Assembly Hoom instead of the house
amed in the warrant, and the ceremony of eonsecration was then procéeded with.
The Divector of Ceremonies presented Bro. 12, C. Hayward, PO of No. 149, the
tirsh Master nmuned in the warrant.  'The installing Mastor inquived if the hrethren
approved of the officers nominated to preside over them, and this heing signified in
due form, an oration, written for the occusion, was delivered by Bro. Hyde Pullen,
who officiated as Grand Chaplaiv, v @ very impressive manner, and was stened to
with marked attention.

The Lodge was next consccratud with the aceustomed cereimonies,

The new Master was then- examined, and found to he well skilled in our noble
science, and duly insfrueted in‘the mysteries of the Craft; and being vouched for
as an installed Master,” was “then regularly inducted inio the chair, and aiter
receiving due honours and making his acknowledgments, proeeeded to appoint and
invest his ofticers as follow :-—Bros. Pembroke, S.W. 5 Apps, §,W.; H. D, Reynolds,
Sec.; Holmes, 5.0, West, J..; Nowis, Dir of Cors.; Rogers and , Norpiz,
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Stewards ; Newton, LG, ; Bros. Ralph, who was elected Treas,, and Payne, Tyler,
were also invested,

Propositions were made for several candidates, both for initiation and joining.
A vote of thanks was recorded on the minutes of the Lodge to Bro. S. B,
Wilson, for the excellent and effective manner in which he had conducted the
ceremony of consecration of the Wellington Lodge, and he was requested to
become an honorary member. 'The Lodge was then closed in due form,

The brethren adjowrned to the Town Hall in the same order of procession to
the banquet, ab whick the R.W, Bro. C. . Cooper, Prov. G.3L, presided, but was
compelled immediately afterwards to leave for London.

Bro, Harvey Boys, P. Prov. S.G.W., then took the chair, and disposed of the
usual loyal and Masonle toasts, In reply to that of the Grand Officers of Eng-
land,

Bro. 8. B. Wilson said, it could not but be graiifying to any officer to have his
name associated with that of the D.G.M. ; and his name having been mentioned
ou the occasion, it hecame his duty to say a few words with respeet to Lord
Panmure, whose zeal and ability entitled him to the esteem of the hrethren.
With respect to himself, as the consecrating officer, and the instrument of
adding another Lodge to the province, they were indebted for that to the selection
of the Prov. G.M., who, he was proud lo say, conducted the business of his
province to the satisfaction of the brethren generally. A civeumstance has oceurred
which he felt compelled to refer to, that of having been proposed and accepted as
a member of the Lodge. He begged to assure thew he fully appreciated the
compliment, and should consider himself called npon to advance the prosperity of
the Lodge, and trusted lie should ere long see it second fo none in the provinee in
carrying out the great principles of Freemasonry.

The health of the Prov. G.3. was then proposed by Bro. Harvey Boys, who
_dilated on the many excellent qualities of Lro. Cooper.

Bro. Boys then proposed the Grand Masters of Scotland and Ireland, and Bro.
Sir James Fergusson, Prov. G.M. for Aryshire, in reply, “expressed his estreme
gratification in having been present at the interesting ceremony of the day, which
had been so ably conducted, and trusted he should have other opportunities of
attending the meetings of the Wellington Tiodge. He asked permission to propose
the health of the brother then presiding over them.

Bro. Harvey Boys replied, and in the course of the address referred to the
benefits derived from his own experience in the Tsle of Wight, and that of the
Tyler of their Lodge while on the Continent. :

Bro. Boys then proposed the health of the Master of the Wellington Ludge, who
replied in neat and brief terms,

In proposing the Visitors, Bro. Boys espeeially wentioned Bru, Hyde Pullen,
who he was much pleased to see present, that worthy brother having conferred on
himself the degree of MM, and whose merits as a Mason had placed him in the
high position be then held.

Bro. Pullen, in responding to the toast in suitable terms, asked permission to
propose the Prov, Grand Officers of Kent, coupling with the toast Bro. Charles
Isaacs, Prov. @. Sec.,, of whose industry and application to the duties of his office
every brother was sensible, Bro. Isaacs lriefly veplied.

Bro, Hyde Pullen, before the closing toast was proposed, desired permission fo
give one which ought never to be omitted at a Masonic meeting, which was “ Success
to the glorious iustitutious which dispensed relief and assistance to the Aged, the
Widow, and the Orphan;” and then made an earnest appeal to the brethren of the
Wellington Lodge to make their Lodge and themselves individually life governors
of the institutions as speedily as possible, and that one of their members should be
deputed to act as Steward ab the next festival for the Benevolent Instibution. The
foreible appeal of Bro. Pullen had the desired effect, for the members promised himn
that the charities should have the support of the Lodge and, they hoped, every
individual inember. .

Several other toasts were then given, and a coneluding glass to all poor and dis-
tressed Masons finished the proceedings,

The forniture and paraphernalia of the Lodge are all new, aud the arrangements
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most complete, veflecting the highest credit on the Master and brethren of ths
Lodge. 'There were nearly one hundred brethren present,

LANCASHIRE (BAST).
AproiNtyENTS.—Lodges—Monday, July 4th, Cheetham and Crampsall (928), Crampsult Hotel,
Munchester, at 6; Thursday, 7th, Aftabilivy (309), Cross Street, Manchester, at 64; L'riday, 8th,
Anchor and Hope (44), Swan Hotel, Bolton, at 6. Encampment.~V¥riday, July 1sf, St, Joscph,
Bridge Inu, Bury; Friday. Sth, St. George's, Angel Inn, Oldhum,

LANCASHIRE (WEST),

APPOINTMENTS.~Lodges.—Monday, July 4th, Harmony (207), Wellington Hotel, Garstou,
at 5% Tuesday, 5th, Allince (965), Stanley Arms, Roby, ab 43 ; Merchants Instruction (294),
Masonic Temple, at 5; Wednesday, 6th, St John's (971), Caledonian Hotel, Liverpool, at 6;
Thursday, 7th, Mariners (8111), Mascnic Teraple, Liverpool, at 6 ; Friday, Sth, Ellesmere (1032),
Red Lion, Chorley, at 6; Mariners (310). Instruction.—Muasonie Temple, Liverpool, ut 7.

Lavireoor.—erchents Lodge (No. 294).—The monthly meeting was held on
Tuesday, 14th instant, for the election of Worshipful Master. Mr. James McQuade,
master mariner, was ivitiated by the W.AL, Bro. Colling, in a very effective mauner.
Several brethren were afterwards passed to the second degree. The Lodge pro-
ceeded to elect a Master, and their choice fell upon Bro. J. fI. Younghusband.
Bro. Gambell having resigned the office of Treasurer, Bro. Lewett was elected.
Bro. Mawdesley proposed, “That the brethren dine together at the feast of St.
John, and that on the Lodge nights in October, December, Tebruary, and April,
tea and coffee be provided at the expense of the Lodge.”  He wged the diffienlties
and expense which stood in the way of holding banquets in that building, and
believed he was studying the feelings of all the wmembers by bringing forward the
motion, The consideration of the mnotion was postpened till the next moeeting.
Bro. Winchestev said lic thought that some substantial token ought to be made to
Bro. Gambell by the Lodge for his zealous sevvices for the past seven or eight
years. Although Bro. Gambell objected to anything of the kind, the subject was
put in the form of » motion, which was carried usanimonsly. The Lodge was then
closed, but stood adjourned until Friday, the 24th instant, St. John's day, for the
installation of W.M,, which took place at the ‘Temple, Hope-street, in the presence
of a number of Prov. Grand Officors and other brethren. After the installation
and the appointment of Bro. Keurne as 8.W., and Bro. Lentley J.W., the brethren
proceeded to the Lancashive and Yorkshire Railway, en route to the pretty sea-
bathing village of Waterloo, and alter a pleasant saunter on the beach, adjourned
to Bro. Martin Condliff’s magnificent hotel to dine; upwards of sixty partook of a
very elegant vepast.  The W.M. eleet, Bro. A. Younghushand, gave the usual loyal
and patriotic toasts, which were heartily responded to. Bro. Collins, immediate
P, proposed the health of Bro, Younghusband, W.M. clect, and expressed his
sabistaction at the manner in which he filled the J.W. chair, and his proficiency in
Masonic knowledge, The W.M. returned thanks for the hearty mamer in which
his name had been received. Great credit is due to Bro. Younghusband for his
exertions in establishing « lodge of instruction in connection with this Lodge, and
for the formation of a library in the temple. - He still endeavours to have a read-
ing room in connection with the temple, in which there is every probability that
he will suceeed,

LEICESTERSHIRLE.
APPOINTNERT.—Loge.~ Wednesday, July 6th, St. John's (315} Beli Holel, Teieester, ai 7,
NORFOLK.

APPOINTMENTS:—Lodyes.—Monday, July 4ih, kriendship (117); Duke's Head, Great Yuvmoutl,

at 7§ Philanthropie (124), Globe Hotel, Iynn; at 7.
NORTHUMBERLAND.

ArroiNexuyisi—ZLodges—Monday, July 4th, Novthern Counties (50); Beil’s Colrty New

vastle, ab 73 St George's (624), Commereinl Ilotel, North Shields. at 3; Tuesday, 5th. Sk, ;““jvlid]’f
nsoun's (Lall,

(554), Salmon Inn, Berwick, at 3; Thursday, 7thy Neweastle-on-Tyne (24}, Freem
Newecastle; at 7, . :
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SHROPSHIRE.
AProINTMENT~Lodye.~Friday, July 1st, St. John's (875), Bull’s Head, Wellington, at 4.

SOMERSETSHIRE.
ArpoINTIENTS.~-Lodges.—Monday, July 4th, Royal Sussex (61), Amery's Hotel, Bath, at 7} ;
%\lfluﬁid&y’ 7th, Roynl Cumberland (48), Masonic Hall, Bath, at 8; Benevelent (653), Town Hall
ells, ab 7,

STAFFORDSHIRE.

ArrorNeurNTs.—~Lodges—Monday, July dth, St. James (707), New Inn,*Handsworth, at 7;
Thursday, 7th, St. Peter’s (607), Star and Guarter, Wolverhampton, at 7; Portland (920), Town
Hall, Stole-upon-Trent, at 7. Chapter.—Thursday, 7th, Staffordshire Xunot (920), Town Hall,
Stoke-upon-Trent, at 5.

Worveruamrroy.—JZodge of Honowr (Na. 769).~The annual festival and instal-
lation of Worshiptul Master, took place on Friday, June 10th, when W. Bro. Lewis
nstalled W. Bro. Gough, Master for the eusuing year, The Worshipful Master
then invested the following officers :—Owen, S,W. ; Humphry, J.W.; Rosenthall,
Chaplain ; Thorue, Treas, ; Warne, Sec. ; Matthews, S.D. ; Sallom, 4.D.; Newnham,
1.G.; Jones, Tyler, There was a grand attendance of the brethren. Amongst the
visitors weve, Bros, Bdwards, Cooke, and Cartwright. The accounts for the past
year having been audited, the brethren were gratified to sce a good balance handed
to the Treasurer on his being invested with the collar and jewel of his office.

SUFFOLK.
ArrornraEnt.~Lodge~Wednesday, July 6th, Doric (86), Private Rooms, Woodbridge, at 7.

LSSEX.
Arrornryuryrs,—Lodges.~Tuesday, July 5th, Royal York (394), Old Ship, Brighton; Wed-
nogday, 6th, South Saxon (390), Freemasons’ Hall, Lewes.

WALES (W BST.)
) APTOINTMENT.—~Lodge—Tuesday, July 5th, Irince of Wales (969), Thomas's Arms, Llanelly,
WARWICKSHIRE,

Lﬂ:vrom‘mzm.——Lodge.—»’l‘hm‘udny, July 7th, Temperance (1041), Masounic Raoms, Birminghat,
ato.
CONSECRATION OF THE NEW LODGE AT STRATFORD-ON-AVOXN.

SinsrrorD-oX-Avow, ~Burd of Avow Lodge (No. 1080). — On Monday, the’
ceremony of cousecrating this Lodge at the Golden Lion Hotel took place,
attracting & greab nomber of spectators.  The wnfavourable state of the weathey
during the early portion of the day, doubtless, prevented a much larger concowrse
of persons being present on this interesting vceasion.

The proceedings of the day commenced with the ceremony of consecration,
which was performed by Colonel Venion, the Prov. G.M. of Statfordshire; the
appointment and investitare of the W.M. and officers of the new Lodge, and the
initiation of several candidates, ‘

Abous half-past two o'clack, the Prav. (LAL of the Lodge, and lord liewtenant of
the county (Lord Teigh, of Stoneleigh Abbey), accompanied by Col. Vernon, the
Prov. C.M, of Staffordshire; Bro. the Rev. W. Riland Bedford, Prov. G. Chaplain ;
Bro. the Rev. Granville Granville, viear of Stratford-on-Avon; Bro. the Rev, —
Molony, sub-vicar of Stratford-on-Avon; attended by the usual offuers of the
fraternity, bearing their appropriate insignia of office, together with such of the
members of the Craft as had then arrived, numbering in the whole hetween sixty
and seventy persons, the whole wearing their vespective badges, as also the aprons,
searfs, &e., of the “Order,” and bearing the regalia peculiar to the Masonic
hrethren, assembled ab their Lodge, where, having formed in professional order,
they proceeded up Bridge-street, along High-streel, Chapelstreet, Church-street,
and the 014 Town, to the church of the Holy Trinity, attended by the band of the
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Warwickshire Yeomanry Cavalry. On reaching the porel of the sacred edifice,
the members of the band feli back on either side of the avenve, playing the
national anthem, while the various members of the Order, together with a
namerous and respectable assemblage of persons interested in the proceedings,
entered the church. Upon enteving the edifice, the ovganist (Mr. Henry Mathews)
performed the national anthem, on the powerful organ, with much effect.
By this time the noble structure presented a most pleasing appearance, the clergy
being attired in their canonicals, and the choristers, aboub thirty in number, in
their robes; while the number of ladies present, and the varied costumes, ingignia,
and decorations of the officers and members of the fraternity, formed in combination
a scene of grandeur at once novel and imposing. .

The arrangements for Divine service were as follows :—Psalm 104, Chant, Dr.
Croteh ; first lesson “ Magnificat,"—Wesley ; Second Lesson, “ Nunc Dimittis"—
Wesley ; Anthem, Beethoven—* Great God of all, Holy Creator.” Hymn (before
the sermon) B, Goodaere (St. George’s), « Great Architect of Earth and Heaven,”
&c.  The intonation was performed by the Rev. W, H. Hibbert and Bro. the Rev.
— Molony, Sub-Vicar ; the lessons being read by Bro. the Rev. &, Granville, Vicar.
The choral portion -was throughout exceedingly effective, the anthem particu-
larly, was vendered, by the able accompaniment of Mr. Matthews ou the organ, in
the most artistic manner: The sermon was presched by Bro. the Rev. W. X.
Riland Bedford, Provincial Grand Chaplain,  After offering a special prayer on the
occasion, the vev. gentleman took his text frem the 5th chapter of the book of
Eara, v. 11— And thus they returned us answer, saying, We are the servants of
the God of Heaven and earth, and build the house that was builded these many
years ago, which a great King of Israel builded and set up.” The discourse was
exceedingly eloquentand appropriate, and was delivered with such distinctness as
to be casily audible in any portion of the edifice. Towards.the close of the rev.
gentleman’s discourse, he alluded in the most happy manner to the great poet of
nature, whose mighty genius and endless fame had obtained a fuvther vecognition
by the title of the present Lodge being consecrated as that of the * Bard of Avon.”
At the conclusion of the sermon a collection was made in aid of the fund for a
painted window in the church,

Ab the end of the service the procession was re-formed, and, after re bracing theix
steps as far as the Corn Exchange, High-street, where the members halted for about
half an hour, during which time the band played several airs outsido the building,
they proceeded to the Town Hall, and the hanquet which took place was in every
way worthy of the occasion. It was served by Bro. H. Hartley, and was prosided
over by the Provincial Grand Master, Lord Leigh. Tho haud of the Yeomamry
performed during dinner « selection of music in admirable style. The customary
loyal, patriotie, and Masonic toasts were iu the caurse of the evening duly honoured,
and the guests separated at an early hour.

We ave unable to give a correct Yist of all the members of the Order present on
the occasion, but noticed (in addition to the names already given), Bros. Titbury,
London ; Overbury, Alcester ; Hance, Alcester; R. M. Bird, Edward Giibbs, Robert
Gibbs, W, J. Hobbes, V. Butcher, and Adums, Stratford-on-Avon, 'The members
belonged principally to Lodges at Stafford, Leamington, Birminghaw, and Alcester,

There was a slight display of flags, &e., and the various windows and buildings
along the line of the procession were oceupied with anxious gazers. The able
services of the choristers and organist of the pavish church were recognized by a
dinner provided for them at the expense of the Lodge.

WORCESTERSHIRE.

APrOINTMENTS.~Lodges.—Manday, July 4th, Semper Fidclis (772); Crow, Worcester, at 6§;
Tuesday, 5th, Barmonie 313), Freemasons’ Tavern, Dudley, ab 64; Wednesday, 6tbh, Worcester
(349), Bell Hote), Worcester, at 6}

Duprey.—Royal Standurd Zodge (No. 730).~The nionthly meeting of this Lodge
took place ab the Dudley Arms Hotel, Dudley, on Tuesday, the 14th instant, when
Bro, T. Sanders, 8.W., was clected W.M. for the cnsuing year. Bro, Bateman
wap reolocted Treasurer, and Bro. Joffs, Tyler, Ope brother was raised to the .
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degree of M.DL, after which, the brethren adjourned to banquet. The installgtion
will take place on Tuesday, July 11th.

Dupier.— Vernon Lodge (No. 819).~-This Lodge met ab the Old Town Hall, on
Wednesday the 15th, but as the Worshipful Master (the Mayor) and Wardens
were engaged at the Castle fétes, by which a profit of upwards of £360 has been
placed to the building fund of the new Mechanic Tustitute, &e, of which this was
the last day—Lodge was simply opened and closed in diie form aud with solern
prayer. The W.M, informed the brethren of what the committee had done relative
to the Masonic gathering on the 6th of July.

YORESHIRE (NORTH AND EAST).

ATPOINTMENTS.—Lodges.~Friday, July 1st, St. Germain (82), The Crescent, Selby, at 7;
Monday, 4th, Union (287), Masonic Hall, York, af. 7; Tuesday, bth, Camolodunum (958), Fres-
masons' Hall, New Malton, at 7; Thursday, 7th, Constitw.ional (371), Assembly Rooms.

Beverley, ab 8, -

YORKSHIRE (WEST).

. APPOINTNENTS.— Lodges.—Friday, July 1st, Alired (384), Griflin Hotel, Leeds, al 73 Truth
(763), Freemasons' Hall, Huddersfield, af 7 ; Alfred Insiraction (384), Griftin Hotel, Leeds, at 7.
Chapter—Monday; 4tb, Paradiso (162), Musie Hall, Sheffield, at 7; Thursday; 7th, Sincerity
(874), Freemasons’ Hall, Bradford, at 8.

Baiupos.—diredale Lodge (No. 548)—A regular meeting of this Lodge was
presided over by the W.L Wi, B. Holmes, on the 22nd instant.  Bro. Hy. Smith,
POL, raised Bro. John Ives, fo the degree of M.M. Bro, Holroyd was pussed to
the B.C. degree. A letter was read conveying the thanks of the Lodge to Bro.
W, Gath, (.M., of 379 Lodge of Hope) for his many services to the Lodge, bub
particularly in representing it ab the Board of Benevolence on a recent occasion.
A long discussion took place on the propriety of holding » weekly evening Lodge
of Insbruction, as in former years, and ib was ultimately decided that it should be

revived.

ROYAL ARCH.

METROPOLITAN CHAPTER.

Uxtox or Warerroo Crapver (No: 13).— A meeting of this Chapter was held
at the Red Lion, Woolwich, on Wednesday, June 22ud, presided over by Cowps.
Vos, ME.Z. ; Clark, H.; B. Moore, J.  Comp, H. Muggeridge, P4, exalted Bro.
Packwood, Lodge of Stability, No. 264; and Bros. Ponge and Russell, Union of
Waterloo Lodge; No. 18, The visitors were Comps. Taylor and Swan, of Chapter
No. 169; and Grant, No. 7452.

PROVINCIAL CHAPITRS:
poorE—Lhapter of Amity, No. 160.~The Companions leld a cenvocation
o Friday, the 10th inst.,, for the clection of officers for the ensuing year, Comp.
Johu Sydenbham, MB.Z, presiding, when the following Companions were
tmanimously elected :—George H. Gutch, MB.Z ; John Usment, H:; Williant
Parr, J.; Richard Hoskins, 1. ; James Boyd, N.; William E, Rebbeck; P. Soj:

WoOLVEREANPION.—8L. Peter's Chapler (Nv. 60T).—The annual inesting for
instatlation of Principals and investment of officers, for the esuing Feai; was held
on Tuesday, Jimé 21st. A board of installed Principals baving been duly opened;
M.E. Comp. Lewis installed 13 Coap. ¢ Hiadsoii into the first chair; the Companion
clected to. fill the second chair was unavoidably absent ; the Companion for the
third chai was a P.% The ME.Z, then invested the officers~~Comps; Hawris,
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Treasurer ; Warner, E.; R. Hudson, N.; Gough, P, Soj.; Joues, Janitor. The
Prov. G. Superintendent, Col. Vernou, congratulated the Chapter on its prosperity,
and complimented the officers on the efficient manner in which they discharged
their duties. Bro. Cooper was exalted a Companion of the Order.  The M.E.Z.
requested the Companions to appear in niourning, as a mark of respect for the
memory of our lamented Companion T. R. Stamway. M.E. Comp, C. J, Vigne
was unanimously clected an honerary member.

SCOTLAND.

THE ROYAL ORDER.

Qrascow..~The Grand Lodge of the Royal Order having granted a charter in
favor of Knight Companion Donald Campbell, P.C.E,, as Prov. Grand Master for
the western disteict of Scotland, embracing the counties of Lanark, Renfrew, and
Dumbarton, & lurge assemblage of the Kuights resident in the west of Scotland
took place in 8t. Mark’s Hall, Glasgow, on the 10tk of June, to receive the depu-
tation from the Grand Lodge; amoug whom were Knights Coinps. Dr. G." A,
Walker Arott, P.D.G.M. ; John Reid, Dr. George Macleod, William Whyte, J.;
D. T. Doddrell, James Horn, C. M. Donaldson, Andrew Douglas, William Forrester,
Joln Laurie, &e., &e. Knight Companion George Murray, SW.LN.S, took the
chair, and having opened the Grand}Lodge, produced the charter and patent in favour
of Knight Companion Donald Campbell, who was called forward to the chair, and
according to ancient form invested and installed as Prov. Grand Master ; and handing
over the charter and patent to his care trusted that he would exercise the same zeal
and energy in promoting the prosperity of the Prov. Grand Lodge for Glasgow and
the west of Scotland as he had hitherto evinced in the welfave of the Order itself,
The Prov. Grand Master having taken the chair, thanked the office bearers and
members of the Girand Lodge for the honour conferred upon him, and expressed
his determination of using, along with his office bearers, every effort to uphold the
dignity of the Order, and pro tem., appointed Rnights Comps. John Reid and Dr,
George Macleod, Prov, Grand 8. and J, Ws. Applications having heen submitted
from Bir L L. Cotter, Bart, and Farquhar Macrae were approved of, who being
present were advanced to the degree of Heredom, and afterwards promoted to that
of the Rosy Cross, The ceremonial was gone through in the most impressive
manner by the Prov. Grand Master, ably assisted by Knights Comps., John Reid,
Dr. George Macleod, C. M. Donaldson, John Lauvie, &e. Thereafter the Knights
Companions sat down to an elegant dinner and with toasts, songs, and sentiments
enjoyed themselves till the warning chime proclaimed the hour to retire, each
regretting the fleetness of time and uniting in their favourite toast of “ Happy to
meet, sorry to part, and happy to mect again,” sang ¢ Anld lang syne,” and res
huctantly said ¢ Adien.” ‘

THE WEEK,

0¥ Wednesday the Quicen hold o cotie, at which sinidvy ministers iveie swon
in; and in the course of the day, old King Leopold made his appearance from
Belgium, accompanied by his son, the Count of Flanders ; they intend to stay.g
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fortnight, and were jusb in time to assist ab her Mujesty’s concert, to which a party
of 360 were invited. On T'hursday there was another court, ab which was mueh
kissing of hands and doing of homage on entering office. Her Majesty held a
Jevee on Seburday affernoon at St. James's Palace, which was numerously attended.
A great many presentations took place, and several gentlemen had the honour of
knighthood conferred upon them. The Prince of Wales landed at Portsmouth on
Saburday morning from his continental tour, and in the course of the day arrived
at Buckingham Palace. In the evening the Queen and Prince Consort, accompanied
by the King of the Belgians and the Prince of Wales, went to the Royal Italian
Opera, Covent Garden. The Queen, accompanied by the Prince of Wales, visited
the Duchessof Keut ab Frogmore on Monday morning. The Duké of Oporto
arrived at Buckingham Palace, on a visit to her Majesty, in the afternoon. There
was a dinmer party at the palace in the evening, The news from the seab of war
in Ttaly is very important, though imperfect ab present. Some encounters took
place on Thursday. The Sardinians advanced from Lonato in the direction of
Peschicra, and had an affair with Austrian oubposts. The French, after some
fighting, passed the Chiese at Montechiaro, with greab force, and pushed a recon-
naissance as far as Goita, in the divection of Mantua. These encounters were
cvidently but insignificant, though the veport from Turin, which is, as yet,
the only onc which we have reccived, tries to muke the most of them.
The loss of life on this occasion happily scems to have been very small indecd.
On Friday a wost important general action took place on the Mincio, at a place
called Solferino, The results are not yeb perfectly known, but in the telegrams
received by the empress, the Emperor Napoleon claims a magnificent victory, and
says:  “The whole Ausbrian army formed the line of battle, which extended five
leagues in length. We have taken all their positions, and capured many caunon,
flags, and privoners. The battle lasted from four in the morning till eight o'clock
in the cvening. The enemy withdrew in the night. I have passed the night in
the room occupied on the morning of the batble by the Bmperor of Austria.
General Niel has been appointed marshal of France.” The Patric alleges thab the
victorious army erussed the Mincio in pursuit of the Austrians. The Presse puts
down the Austign loss ab the enormous number of 35,000 kors de combat, and
15,000 taken prisoners, together with sixtcen flags, and seventy-five picces of
cannon captured. A message from Turin, however, gives a much more moderale
estimate. Tt says:— The allies took thirly cannon, 6,000 prisoners, and several
fags. All the fortified positions of the enenty were taken.” In order that no embel-
lishmeuts may be wanting to this great event, we fiud the following in a Trench
journal :—¥ The emperor was constantly in the hottest fire. General Larrcy,
who accompanied the emperor, had his horse killed, two horses of the escort
of the Cent Gardes were also killed. The dangers which the emperor ran
increased still more the enthusiasm and daving of owr soldiers” The enthu-
siasm eseited among all cluses in the French capital by the news of the victory
was of course immense. The city was illuminated in a splendid manner,
while the houses were covered with flags. The Faubowrg St. Antoine was par-
ticululy remarkable for the manner in which it celebrated the occasion. This
portion of Pavis is inhabited exclusively by the working classes, who, with their
wives and childrey, promenaded the streets and gave vent to their joy by singing
patriotic songs. The despotic acts of the Emperor, and all the transportations and
executions of political prisoners ave no doubt forgotten and having suceeeded in
reaping a harvest of * glory” for the French people, Louis Napoleon may rest casy
as to criticisms upon his peculiar mode of government. Perhaps the war hill,
when it has to be paid by the already enormously taxed people of France, may be
found a dlight iuconvenience——The following very significant telegram has
arrived from Vienns, dated Monday: “The Emperor will soon rebwn to Vienna
on account of important government business, The command-n-chicf of the
army, which is preparing for a new battle, is given to General Hess.” An attack
by the French upon Venice is daily cspected. A French squadron, with 15,000
fighting men on board, has quitted Toulon, and it is suspected that the cxpedition
ir divected to the Tagliaraonto, a river to the east of Venico. We are in a com-
fortable state hore, truly,” suys « letter from Venice ;% Frouch flect outside—
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proclamations inside, stating that at the smallest symptom of insurrection the city
will be subjected to fire and sword, and that anybody ringing church bells, waving
a flag, or making & signal of any kind, will be shot, without the formality of a trial,
The excitement is an excellent thing for a sluggish liver ; it bents calomel,”—..
From Naples we have a telegram, dated Sunday, by which we learn that » decres )
had been issued permitting the veturn of one hundred and seventy-three Sicilian
refugees, and granting o like indulgence to others demanding it, on promise of
obedience to the lnws.—The Suez canal, the works of which had been com-
menced by M. Lesseps, has been peremptorily stopped by ovder of the Tgyptian
government.——The city of Perugia, in the Papal States, obeying the impulse
given in Northern Italy, declared openly for Italian unity, established a kind of
provisional munieipal government, and offered to place itself under the dictator-
ship of the King of Smdinia. The King of Sardinia, under the guidance of the
Emperor of the French, declined the offer. The Papal government  despatched
some Swiss regiments, which attacked Perugia on _the 20th inst. Creat resistance
was made, notwithstanding that the defenders ‘were few, After three howrs
fighting outside the town, the Swiss entered, and the combat continued for two hours
in thestreets. The Swiss trampled down and killed even women and inoffensive per
sons. The next day the outrages, mrests, and firing on the people recommenced,~——
The New York papers are full of the discovery of the body of a handsome young
woman, known in theatrical circles as Fanny Deane, on the heach at Fort Hamil.
ton.  She was the wife of an Englishman named Halsey, of highly respectable
connexions.  Her hushand’s explanation was to the effect, that he had detected her
in o criminal intrigue, and that fearing the consequences, she comnmitted suicide.
The relatives of the deceased, however, deny that the deceased was inconstant, and
accuse hior hushand of having neglected her. Halsey is said 1o have held a com-
mission in the British aumy. A Washington telegram says :—* There is reagon
io helieve that our minister to Madrid has been instructed to avail him-
self of the emliest opportunity to assure the Spanish  government of the
carnesiness of the United States to purehase Cuba, and that the money will
be prompily paid” Information has veached Washington of active movements
in Louisiana of certain Mexican reactionists in favour of Santa Anng,——
An attempted murder has taken place at Chatham, the intended vietim being a
private soldier. Jealousy appears to have prompted the would-he murderer to the
commission of the erime.——At Southampton, on Thursday, six marines went for
a day’s eruise down the river in a wherry,  When about four miles down, and cloge
to her Majesty's ship Arrogant, from some cause, the hoat capsized and three men
were drowned.——Another examination of William Moore, who murdered his
wife in Walworth, by stabbing her with a knife, took place at Lambeth Police-
courb on Monday. Mr, Elliots committed the prisoner for trial on the charge of
wilful murder.——The Court of Queen’s Bench was occupied in trying the indict-
ment against T. R. Marshall, E. H. Mortimer, and H, Septimus Eicke, at the
instance of the Duke of Cambridge, for the alleged sale of commissions in the army.
Eicke and Mortimer® pleaded guilty, Marshall not guilty. At the close of the
plaintiff’s case the trial was adjourned.——The Bury magistrates were ocenpied
on Saturday with investigating an accusation brought against sundvy persons,
friends [of Mr, . Peel, the sitting merber, of having held in durance a voter
belonging to the opposition party, and preventing him from going to the poll.
The abducted voter was a stonemason, and he charged the accused men with
having seized him as he was leaving his house and thrust him into a cab, where he
was held down under eircumstances of great cruelty, The examination and eross-
examination were conducted ab great length, and the case was adjourned——
Charles Duval, the hoy who fived a pistol ab a poor woman in J ermyn-street, inflict-
ing o serioug wound, ten days ago, has been again brought up for examination at
MarIborough-strees. A ploa of insanity was urged by the prisoner's solicitor,
Mr, Beadon, however, determined on sending the case for trial, and refused hail.
~——The fuquest on the body of a young woman unknown, found in a canal
ab Prince’s-end, South Staffordshire, was brought to a close on Saturday evening.
Upon the evidence being all laid hefore the Jury, they returned a verdict of
wilful murder against Allen, Watkins, Acton, and Fereday, now in custody.m—
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The regatta of the Royal Thames Vacht Club, which came off on Saturday, had
more than nsual interest attached to it, from several new fetures—amongst them
the Broadwood prize for a Corinthian race, The start was from Erith, vound the
Nore light-vessel, and back. After the ordinary vicissitudes attending wind and
wave, the open prize of a one hundred guinea cup was secured by the Osprey ; and
the Broadwood prize, a fifty guinen ten service, by the Whisper. The number of
yachts started for each was nine and five respectively,——The volunteer movement
continues to gain strength, In some parts of the country the rifle companies meeb
for drill twice daily. The City of London is about to establish a volunteer foree,
and the inns of court have formed a regiment of lawyers.——Many of the elec-
tions consequent upon the change of ministers took place on Monday. Lord John
Russell was ve-elected without opposition, as were Mr. Gibson, Mr, Cardwell, Sir
Q. Grey, Lovd Palmerston, and several others, Mr. Headlan is opposed at New-
castle; Lord Bury, at Norwich, will have some trouble to secure his return against
Sir Samuel Bignold, a former member for that city; and at the University of
Osford, Mr. Gladstone has 2 powerfuliparty against him, who support the Marquis
of Chandos——A statue of Dy, Jenner, by M. Fugbne Paul, has jush been cast in
bronze, and seb up temporarily opposite the river front of the Louvre.——Several
dvinking fountains are about to be erected in the east of the metropolis, One
opposite St. John's Church, Bethnal-green ; one in Carr-street, Limehouse ; and a
large one on Tower-hill, opposite the Mint. The vestries of St. George in the Fast
and Shoveditch have also decided to ereet drinking fountains,——The dinmer of
the officers who served before Delhi, in 1857, took place on Tuesday, at the Albion,
Aldergate-street, under the presidency of Major General Sir Archdale Wilson,
Bart,,K.C.B., supported Ly Colonel Sir J. Jones, Colonel Tombs, Lieutenant-
Colonel Ouvry, Lieutenant-Colonel Wilde, Major Fovster, Major Lowe, Major
Sorel, Major 8. R. Turnbull, Major W. Wilson, Major Warrand, &e., &o.—
The season of the bands in the parks has fairly commenced; not fewer than
40,000 visited both the Regent’s and Victoria Parks on Sunday last. The receipts
for the sale of programmes were highly satisfactory.—-The death is announced
(from yellow fever) of the Bishop of Antigua, Dr. 8. J. Rigaud, formerly master of
Tpswich gramunar school,  Dr. Rigaud went out to the eolony only twelve months
since.  His widow and family bave also suffercd from yellow fever.

w——

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS,

T loug yiromised vevival of Mercadante’s © Tl Giuvamento,” took place b the
Royal Italian Opera, Covent Garden, last evening. The cast was as follows: Eloisq,
Mme, Grisi; Bianca, Mll¢. Didide; Manfredo, Sigr. Debassini; Brunoro, Sigr.
Liucehesi ; and Viscardo, Sigr. Mario.  The house was crowded, and the opera was
perfectly successful, up to the time at which we went to pross.-———At Drury Lane,
last ovening, was again given, Meyerbcor’s “ Huguenots” supported by Titiens,
Marini, and Giuglini, whose performance was magnificent; the minor parts and
the chorus do great credit to the rest of the company, and to Sigr. Arditi’s care.——
At the Haymarket Theatre, the laughter-moving and always attractive < Critic”
has been withdrawn, and the entertainments offered to the supporters of this
house are  Everybody's Friend” and  Married for Money,” displaying the talents
of Messrs. Charles Mathews, Buckstone, and Compton. Mr. Tom Taylor’s new
comedy is positively announced for this weck, and is looked for with curfosity.——
The campaign abt the Drincess’s is fast drawing to a close, and after next
weck, the magnificent “ Henry tho Fifth" of Mr. Keaw’s management will be num-
bered witli the things that have been. The manager intends to vepeat o few of those
othergrevivals which have astonished—we may say not only London, but Europe—
and then to lay down his theatrical seeptre for ever, The new farce ¢ If the Cap
Fits” will doubtless run to the end of the season.——At the Adelphi, Mr. Wigan
again appears in one of his most successful characters, that of Achille Talma Dufard,
in the * Pirst Night” His deljneation of the old Prench actor is as feldike and
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amusing as ever, and he is admirably seconded by Miss Mary Keeley in the part
of the debutante. The burlesque duet from the “ Huguenots,” is tumultuously en-
cored.——There is nothing new at present in the Olympic bills; the serio-comic
drama by Mr. Tom Taylor scems to be delayed for some reason, probably
the continuons popularity of the present entertainments, — At the St.
James’s Theatre, the experiment of English opera has not apparently succeeded,
and My, Maefarren’s “ Raymond and Agnes” has been withdrawn. The Spanish
ballet company are retained, and their attractive performances ave interspersed
with Palais Royal vaudevilles by French comic actors, and Mr. and Mrs, Howavd
Panl's “Patchwork.” This threefold nationality has produced a mélange exactly
suited to the taste of the denizens of the west-end of the metvopolis, and the
thentre is filled nightly with an audience who go in perfect security that they wilt
not be “ bored”—an enormous consideration nowadays with the British play-
goer——The little Strand Theatre continues its long-standing bill of fare.——At
the Swrrey, we have to notice Mv. Hermann Vezin's vory tastefal and finished pex-
formance of “ Richard the Third,” and a capital petticoat soldier absurdity called
“The Swrrey Volunteers."—The sultry weather which has chavacterized the last
fortnight has produced the highly agreeable result to My Simpson, of filling
Cremorne Gardens to their ubmost capabilities, and it is bub just to thak inde-
fatigable caterer for public amusement to acknowledge that all of the immense
nwmber of his patvons appear to be satisfied with his efforts on their bebalf.,

NOTICES.

Advertisers and other friends are requested to notice that aéecounts ave in future
to be paid, on printed receipts only, to Mr. Jouy Coaary, of No. §, Denmark Street,
Camberwell ; or at the Ofiice, 2, Red Lion Court, FMeet Street, B.C. Post Office
Orders should be made payable to HENRY (. WARREN,

Advertisers will oblige by forwarding their favours ab the latest by 12 o’clock
on Monday morning. ‘

We shall be happy to receive essayy or lectures on jMasonic subjects® reburning
them (should they not be accepted) if desired.

Emblematic covers for the lash volume of the Magazine for 1858 are now ready
price 1s.; or the volumes (containing twenty-six munhers) muy be had bound
price 14s. 6d., or with gilt edges 15s. 6d. Brethren can have their volumes hound
at the office if they desire it, for 15. 6., or with gilb edges 2. 8.

TO CORRESPONDENTS:

Provincian Revorrs—Kvom the very limited space which vemaius for our
closing number of the present series, notwithstanding that we give eight pages
extra, we have been compelled to compress the various communications of our
correspondents into the smallest possible limit, and to leave out some interesting
particulars;
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e A BROTHER of Ladge No. 907" asks whether the Master Magon's jewel, sold by
Bro. Thearle, can belega]ly worn in & Craft Todge: The laws vegulating the wear--
ing of jewels will be found af, pages 18, 63, and 108, and as we rend them, allow
"the wearing' of such jewels, though not usual in England. .The law, as laid down .
"af page 68, allows the wearing of honorary or ofher Jewels % consistent with those
degrees vecognized by the Grand Lodge as part of ancient Freemasonry.” In Scot-
]xmd and other places, the Master Magon’s jewel is almost universally worn.

Bno GIARROD AND ©J USTITIA.”——- e have recelved a letter from Bro. Garrod (No.
11), complummg of the want ofm anliness in “ Justitia” in not throwing off his
dxsgulse and disclosing his name. We generally give our correspondents ‘tolerable
]atxtude ii their observations, and we should have published Bro. Garrod’s letter
regarding © Justitia,” had he not imported into it an attack upon another -brother,
~ of so-virilent 2 nature-that to publish it would not only bring down upon us the
. just indignation and censure of every mght thmkmg Mason, but might subject us
to the law of lihel.

“P.M., (No. 730) Duprer."—We regrat that dlsputes should have arigen between -
the Dudley Tiodges ‘on & point of etiquette as to who should take the foremost
position in conducting the féte at Hagley, but the matter is not of sufficient general

* interest for the publication of letters on the subject.

“J,W. P.M., (No. 429)."—No brother has the right to sign himself P.M. unless
he has regularly served the office of Master. The P.M, degree, as given in Scotland,
does not give the P.M.’s rank in England,

“ FREEMASONRY AND OpD FELiOWwsHIR”—-We are favoured with a letter on
this subject from our R.W. Bro, William Kelly.

“T.000E, No. 64.”"—In our next, if possible,

THE STATUTES RELATIRG T0 THE CRAFT.~1e will publish the clauses of Acts -
of Pmliament relating to the Order in an envly humber,

" Opp FELLOWSHIE.—Bro, George Markham Tweddell has addressed a communica-
tion to us on this subject, which we are compelled to defer,

“Masowrc Misstons.”~This series of articles, which we are glad to find exciting
g0 uch intevest, will be 1esumed in our new issue,

W. Bros, JaMEs POwELL a¥D I, CLepHan ave unavoidably deferred to our new

number.
t

Masonte Cranrries.—A. letter on this subject from Bro, Richard Samuel Thorne
will appear at the firsb opportunity.

Tae Grawp OrricErs,—Bro. ‘W, H. Cole’s communication has been received,
and will receive immediate attention,

MasoNic LITERATURE~Bro. Matthew Cooke is thanked for his interesting
letter on this subject.




