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RANDOM THOUGHTS.—IL
WISDOM-—STRENGTIII—PBEAUTY.

Donic, Tonie, and Corinthian, shadowed forth in all their
glory—what thoughts do not these words conjure up ! They
take us back to the palmy days of Athenian glory—tell of the
wonderful magnificence of the Acropolis of Athens—searcely
malke us wonder ab the fanatical cry stirved up by sundry gold-
smiths, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians,”—take us back to the
time when Doria was first conguered by the Grecians (havdy
Shen and strong in warfare, before luxury had enervated them)
—and when various bands of colonists, under the leadership of
“Ton,” son of Xuthus and Creusa, took possession of the
pleasant groves and plaing of Cavia, banishing the original
proprietors of the soil, naming it “Tonia” after their intrepid
leader, and holding possession till, ages afterwards, diiven
thevefrom by Cyrus. What an inexhaustible mine is there
to the artist architect, who is enthusiastic in his profession
and calling, the study of which in itself tends to ennoble the
mind, yet which, while giving frec scope to the imagina-
tion or soul of man, must of necessity tell him shat all things
are mutable, and that even his works, proud and substantial
though they may be, must ultimately, like his own earthly
tabernacle, crumble into dust ! Thus while hinging out the
soul, and showing to his hrother the power of the intellect
with which God has blessed his creatures, it still teaches humi-
iby. The pyramids alone, of all the creations of those early
ages exist in their entivety, and there is something wonderful
shout this, There is « providence which las watched over
them for a purpose, for how strikingly do they prove the
truth of certain portions of holy writ—Iliving witnesses to the
trials of the Israelites while in captivity in the land to which
Josepl’s brethren sold him,

¢ Doric, Tonie, and Corinthinn 1 Manly strength, matronly
wisdom, and maideniy heauty, who is there that has tho-
voughly mastered these thice Orders? Where is the history
of architecture which has done justice to them, or which has
fully pereeived that beautiful symbolism with which Free-
mnasonry alone has invested them—a symbolism based upon
the most sceure foundation, that of truth—a symbolism, in
fact, which led to their oviginal production. Avchitecture
cannot he described by © Random Thoughte,” therefore, in
des]])air, we give up the tusk of depicting ity beauties. But
with symbolism we can deal, however random our thoughts
may be, and symbolism is the heart and soul of Masonry. We
have said before, © Manly strength, matronly wisdom, and
maidenly beauty,” that we will reverse the order, and place
owr veference to the latter, ng Masons are in honour hound
to do, in the vanguard of owr remarks, and the word
“Covinthian” will conjurc ap a great many of them —ab
least to those who undewstand its mysterics. This beauti-
ful column refers us to its prototype—woman, lovely wo-
man—and what beanty is there in this sublunary world
to surpass that of the gentle daughters of our once sinless
mother, Bve. What grace, what delicacy, what loveliness
are there enshrined ! ~So highly did our ancient brethren

alue the charms and ginces of women, that their very
architecture was founded on them—that in cvery tem-
ple and every stone they might be reminded of these, the
Toveliest beings in cveation. Nay, morve than this, our
‘ucient hrethren made them the supports of their Todge—
and, by symbolism, aduitted them to theiv greafest myste-
mes.  Corinthian and Tonic—of whom do these columns
Speak—of' whom are the terms wisdom and beauty symbo-
lical ' Read the rudiments of avchitecture, store well in
your mind that heautiful tale of the “acanthus leaf)” as
related by Vitruvius, one of the bhesh writers on this science.
:IIO\V beautiful and affecting is thub charming tale of Calli-
machus and the young maiden’s hasket of toys, placed by
her grieving nuse upon the green grave in which its late

mistress slept the still guiet sleep of death! To this dis-
tinguished and beautiful capital were added the most lovely
proportions it was possible to conceive—that of the young
maiden just enteving upon the threshold of womanhood.
This proportion it is which gives its grace and clegance to
this queen of the orders—and truly by this symbolisw, by
early impressions and by association, it is the very incarna-
tion of heauty. Wisely therefore hags it been chosen to
represent that great and distinguishing attribute which
shines forth « throughout all creation, the animate as well as
the inanimate parts theveotl”

While girlhood has been the type and proportion of this
graceful ereation of the artist’s brain, a production that hag
immortalized its happy inventor—man, cxulting in the
greatness of his muscular strength, has been the standard
from which another column has been modelled, mtroduced
by the Dorians, and first applied to the buildings which they
“erected, completed and dedicated,” to the wovship of their
peculiar veligion. This was indeed an emblem of strength,
bearing the proportions of the full grown and developed
and stalwart lords- of the creation—and from the name
of the people by whoin this was substituted for the rude
timber columus of previous ages, it was called “Doric.”
Tts proportions were calculated to sustain very heavy crush-
ing weights, and as it-appearcd strong in ifself, so was this
column crowned-with an entablature which would have been
applicable to no other style. This, thevefore, as it was pro-
duced by the Masonic body of ¢ld for the purposes of strength,
was chosen also to be symbolical likewise of that quality.

Btrong as man is, we see him yet again supported by woman,
for woman, wealk and powerless as she is to carry ona physical
conflict, is yetagain placed, though in a different phase, above
man, being made the personification of wisdom as well as of
beauty. And truly in everyday life do we find this to be the
case, and well would it be for thousands if the advice of the
staid matron were more often sought after andacted upon
when given, Woman is possessed of forethought, which is in
vain striven for by the majority of the lovds of the ereation,
and in her every work shines forth that marvellous power of
contrivance with which she ig peculinly endowed. Time after
time you must have known women decide questions on the
instant with unerring acenrvacy, which you had been poring
over for an hour perhaps with no other result than to find
yourself getting deeper in the tangled noose of diflicnlties. A
witty French writer says, “ When aman has toiled step by stej
up a flight of stairs, he will be sure to find & woman at the
top.”  Man is to fight, to contend with those dark enemies,
the world and mainmon. Woman is to be a helpmeet for him,

“to cheer him under difficultics, to strengthen his faith, and te

agsist in keeping him in that narrow path which leadeth to
life cternal.

While man has heen represcuted only as strength by
the artists of old, woman has thus received a double homage,
for has she not been shadowed forth in a twofold character,
and chavacters most cxalted—even wisdom and beauty.
Upon the stately and handsome form of the matron was the
Tonic order founded, while after the more graceful, delicaie,
and lovely shape of maidenhood was the happily conceived
Corinthian order modelled ; and well can we imagine the en-
thusiastic gaze of the Athenians when they beheld Callima-
chug’s temple rear high its majestic head, so proudly adorned
with that sweet acanthus capital which even up to the
present time has found no vival,

Woman then las furnished uvs with wisdom and beauty,
while man has produced but strength, an element essentially
important in the state o whfch hg is ca.lled,.but absolutely
nothing when not combined with wisdom to divert its efforts
and to give overything it produces the stamp of beauty.
Man, therefore, ought not to be alone in the world; strong as
he ig, his step falters if he fraverso its mazes in colitude,
unaceompanied by that helpmeet which was evearod oy
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posely for him, and uncheered by that smile which is worth
wore than the wealth of the Indies, and without which
arim despair would soon assert its dominions, to the destruc-
tion of its unhappy vietims, Well, thevefore, was the power
of woman shadowed forth by the ancients in their enduring
columns, based as they are upon that strength without which
woman would he incapable of breasting the storm of life, or
the rough scas of hwman passion and prejudices. And well
also were these three colummns, when combined, chosen to
vepresent those three glorious attvibutes which Masonry links
together as wisdom, strength, and heauty.
AMPLIFICATOR,

MAMONRY AND ITS MISSION.

[The following address was delivered before the Sk German’s Lodge,
(o, 221), Trish Constitution, at Peel, in the Isle of Man, on the 24th of
ilay, 1859, by Bro. Rosere Breer Winns, WAL, No, 221; DAL, No.
219 ; P. Prov. 8.G.D., Comberland, &e. &e.]

Tur subject, brethren, to which I wish to dircet your
attention this evening is one of the deepest importance, not
only to the Craftin general, bub also to ourselves individually,
affecting, as it does, both our temporal and eternal interests
most nearly : that subject is “Masoury and its Mission.”
We learn, on our admission into the Orvder, that it is an
institution founded upon the puvest principles of morality
and virtue, and possessed of great and invalnable privileges
to worbhy anen, and to worthy men alone. And here I will
quote the words of a few distingnished hrethren, both writers
in years long since passed, and also thosc of move recent
date.  In a M3 written by King Henry VI, we vead,
*“ Ttt becth the skylle of nature, the understandynge of the
myghte that ys hereynne, and its sondvye werkynges ; son-
derlyche the skylle of reckennynge of waightes and metynges,
and the true maneve of fagonnynge al thynges for mannes use;
Leadlye dwellynges and buyldynges of alle kyuds, and all
other thynges that make gudde to manne.”  Preston (1772)
says, “ Masonry is a science confined to no particular country,
but extends over the whole tevrestrial globe.” « Freemasonry,”
says a learned foreign author, “is a moral order instituted by
virtuous men, with the praiseworthy design of recalling to
our remembrance the most sublime truths in the midst of
the most innocent and social pleasures, founded on liberality,
brotherly love, and charity.” Bro. the Rev. F.S. Butcher
briefly defines Freemasonry to be “the religion of benevo-
lence.”  Dr. Oliver, in his “Antiquities of Freemasonry,”
says, it is a science which includes all others, and teaches
mankind their duty to God, their neighbour, and themselves ;
and in another place he says, speculative Masonry is nothing
clse than a system of ethics founded on the beliet of a God,
the creator, preserver, and redeemer, which includes a strict
observance of the duties we owe to each other, inspives in the
soul & veneration for the Author of its being, and incites to
the pure worship of the incomprehensible Trinity in Unity,
Dr. Anderson says, * the end and purport of Masonry is to
subdue our passions, not to do our own will ; to make a daily
progress in a laudable art, and to promote morality, charity,
good fellowship, good mature, and hwmanity.” Hrom the
above definitions (and did time and space allow I could
adduce numerous others) we gather that Masonry is a Deauti-
ful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by
symbols. Tiuth is its centre—the point whence its origin
diverges, pointing oub to its disciplesa correct knowledge of
the Great Architect of the universe, and the moral Iaws
which he has ordained for their government.

Who does not know and feel that man is ordained to con-
verse with his brethren, to impart mutual information by the
interchange of their sentiments and reflections, and by ihe
wd of sympathy to sooth his sorrows and assuage his pains ¢
Who has not tasted the pleasures of social life, or heen
charmed with the more intinate union of friendship—for as
the wise Solomon has it, “a, friend loveth at all times, and

a brother is born for adversity.” (Prov. xvii, 17.) Therefove,
who does not find in himself suflicient impulse to the use of
the one and the enjoyment of the other. The principal iu-
tention in forming societies is undoubtedly the uniting men
in the stricter bonds of love, and for mutual assistance ; for
men, considered as social creatures, must derive their happi-
ness from each other ; every man being designed by Provi-
dence to promote the good of others as he tenders his own
advantage ; and by that intercourse to secure their good
oftices, as being, as occasion may offer, serviceable unto them.
And what socieby answers so fully to this description and
unites so many of these purposes and advantages as Frec-
masonry ? Founded on a liberal and extensive plan, the three
great pillars of which ave brotherly love, velief, and truth,
its bemgnities extend to every individual of the human race,
and its adherents are collected from every nation under
heaven, upon which account Masonry is become the centre of
union and the means of conciliating friendship among men
that might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance.
From instances of popular tumults, factious panics, and of all
Ppassions which are shared by a multitude, we may learn the
influence of society in exciting and supporting any emotion,
while the most ungovernable disorders ave raised, we find,
by that means from the slightest and most frivolous oceasions.
He must be more or less than a man who kindles not at the
common blaze. 'What wonder then, that moral sentiments
are found of such influence in life, though springing from
principles which may appear ab first sight somewhat small
and delicate.

At all times and in all ages we find endeavours have been
made to overthrow, and to prejudice mankind against those
institutions and men, whose principles and practices ave for
the benefit of society. "We read that when Tertullus pleaded
against St. Paul, the chief accusation on which Ie foundec
his plea was, his being a ringleader of the sect of the Naza-
renes, and this sect (said the Jews) we know is everywhere
spoken against. And why was this sect thus spoken against ?
Was it from any evil they knew of its professors, or from
mere ignorance and prejudice? < We find nothing of the
former, but undoubted proof of the latter. And this T take
to be pretty much the case in respect to Masonry, as flowing
from the same corrupted source.

As to any objections that have been raised against the
Ovder, they are as ridiculous as they are groundless, for what
can be greater folly in any man than to attempt to vilify
that of which he knows nothing ; yet, strange to say, theve
are sonie foolish and envious men who attempt to injure and
vilify the Order by bringing charges of infidelity, deism,
rebellion, and other impure and unholy practices against it ;
and ab the same time these men, who had the cool impudence
to declaim against Masonry, and to write books on the
subject, were never initiated into the noble Order, and con-
sequently could know nothing concerning it. Contrast such
men as Payne and Carlyle, (infidels), Adams, Barrnel,
Robison and Trevilian, Soaue, E. C. Pryer, and other
penny-a-linexs, our opponents—if we can confer such dignity
upon them as to style them opponents—with the names of
Zetland, Leinster, Athole, and the Dukes of Sussex and
Richmond, in our own time, besides hosts of others, as
Wellington, the Avchbishop of Canterbury, Washington,
Gieorge Prince of Wales, and his brothers, and the long line
of men, noble alike by their birth, station, talents and
virbues, who for centurics have, with a just pride, boasted
of belonging to the Craft; for to so high an eminence has
its credit been advanced that in every age monarchs them-
selves have become the promoters of the art, have not
thought it beneath them to exchange the sceptre for the
trowel, have patronized our mysteries and joined in our
assemblies, They call us atheists, but no intidel can be
admitted into the Order; here, at the outsel, they show
theiv utter ignorance, for the Book of Constitutions, pub-
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lished by the Grand Lodge, which is open to the inspection
of every one, be he a Mason or one of the uninitiated
(which book is particularly presented to the notice of every
newly initiated member) as from it he will learn his duties
to the Craftin general—in this book, I say, one of the first
passages is, “As a Mason I would first recommend to your
most serious contemplation the volume of the sacred law,
charging you to consider it as the unerring standard of
truth and justice, and to regulate your actions by the divine
precepts it contains. Therein you will learn your duties to
God, to your meighbour, and yourself; to God by never
mentioning his name but with that awe and reverence which
are due from the creature to his Creator, by imploring his
aid on all your lawful undertakings, and by looking up to
him in every emergency for comfort and support. To your
neighbour by acting with him upon the square, by rendering
him every kind office in your power, which justice or mercy
may requive ; by relieving his distvesses, soothing his afflic-
tions, and by always doing to him as you would he should
do unto you. To yourself by such a prudent and well regu-
lated course of discipline as may tend to preserve the faculties
of your mind and body in their fullest energy, and may
enable you to exert most usefully the talents with which
God has blessed you, as well to his glory as to the welfare of
your fellow creatures.” What is there savouring of infi-
delity, vebellion, or anything impure in that ?

The next grave charge against us, and one which many think
weighs hardest upon us is that of deism. Heve again see what
the Book of Constitutions says :—¢ A Mason is obliged by his
tenure to observe the moral law as a true Noachida, and if
he rightly understand the Craft he will never be a stupid
atheist or an irreligious libertine, nor act against conscience.
In ancient times the Christian Masons were charged to
comply with the Christian nsages of each country where they
travelled or worked, but Masonry being found of all nations,
even of divers rcligions, they ave now generally charged to
adhere to that veligion in which all men agree (leaving to
each brother his own particular opinion), that is, to be good
men and true, men of honowr and honesty, by whatever
names, religions or persuasions they may be distinguished,
for they all agrec in the three great articles of Noah, cnough
lo preserve the cement of the Lodge.” And in an ancient
ALS. found in the British Musewm, and lately published by
My, Halliwell (which is well worthy the attention not only of
Masons but of all antiquarians) full directions ave given as
to their manner of life, their duty to their superiors, their
employers, and their God, and even how they ave to conduct
themselves when they attend at divine service in amy of
those noble buildings of which they crected so many to God’s
glory.  These remain lasting wmemovials of their skill and
Perseverance, and also are sermons in stones, forcibly showing
that Frecmasons werc neither atheists nor deists.

The chavge of being nests of rebels and places for hatching
conspivacies and revolutionary practices is only another
spechmen ot the ignorance and imbecile credulity of our
aspersers; it arose at the close of the last century:—

. “About the year 1775-6,” says an intevesting paper in the
b reemasons’ Magazing, “ Adam Weishaupt, a professor of canon
law in the University of Ingoldstadt, in Bavaria, in conjunc-
ton with some others, formed o secreb society, called the
Wuminati. ‘Weishaupt himself is said to have been an
0-\13’1'63110 political reformer and an infidel ; aud the commnon
:’hct was that the French revolution and its subsequent train
oL ]1(31'1'01‘5 were the results of conspirvacies hatched under the
aspices, and in the club, of the Tlluminatl At the
t)rmatl.on.of his society Weishaupt was not a Freemason,
d;‘}:l:}:l\l\lrillllg tha}; to be associated even in the slightest
- oculd VS 1 ?(\)r((z;xccllcqt and time .honourcd. an institution
\ mclni)er (:,tl:k-'( 3 alnd‘ 'Ix_mn,\}csﬁ to his new society, he became
o & Lodge ‘Ltth}mch ; here he at .lll'S[}.dl'CW over
young and cuthusiastic members to join him, bub as

soon as they witnessed the development of his high degree
they withdrew in disgust, and some .of them betraying ibs
principles, an examination was made into the charges brought
against it, and the vesult was that the Elector of Bavaria
suppressed the society in his dominions; it had not, in fact,
and no proof can be adduced that it ever had, any connection
with Masonry.” Had our calumniators looked into the Bool
of Constitutions, they would have seen that a Mason musb
be a peaceable subject, never concerned in plots against the
state, nor disrespectful to inferior magistrates.

As to the charge of impure and unholy rites, is it possible
that a body of men of mabture age, amongst whom it is no
uncommon thing to find many ministers of our holy religion,
would meet for such a purpose ; or even if they did, would
they always open their Lodges and commence their proceed-
ings with solemn prayer to the most high God. Would men
of refined intellect, scholavs, statesmen, fathers of familics,
and rulers of the land sanction any such improper proceedings
by their presence—far less would they, as is often the case,
present their sons for initiation into the Order? Would such
words as the following have been addressed by o father to
his son on his initiation, Prince Ferdinand being Grand
Master, “I congratulate you on your admission intothe
most ancient, and perhaps the most respectable society in the
universe. This momeyt, my son, you owe to me a second
birth. Should \ycgv/conduct in life correspond with the
principles of MaSonry, my remaining years will pass away
with pleasure and satistaction.” These arve not light words,
but well each’ brother knows that a good Mason must be o
good man, and that they are pregnant with truth and
sincerity.

‘What, then, is the mission of Freemasonry ? It is to teach
men the practice of morality, which Archdeacon Paley defines
o be “+that science which teaches men their duty, and the
reasons of it.” And here let me most distinetly assert that
Freemasonry is not o veligion, though a reverend brother in
America has well denominated it as “the handmaid of reli-
gion” I think, indeed, the words of the celebrated Dr.
Johnson will most plainly convey my meaning :—“When the
obligations of morality ave -taught,” says he, “let the sanc-
tions of Clristianity never be forgotten ; by which it will be
shown that they give strength and lustre to each other; ve-
ligion will appear to be the voice of reason, and morality will
be the will of God.” Speculative Masonry is so tar interwoven
with religion as to lay us under the strongest obligation to
pay that rational homage to the Deity which at once consti-
tutes our duty and owr happiness. It leads the contemplative
to view with reverence and admiration the glorious works of
the creation, and inspives them with the most exalted ideas
of the perfections of the divine Creator. Tts system exhibits
« stupendous and heautiful fabric, founded on universal piety;
unfolding its gates to receive the worthy professors of every
description of genuine religion ; concentrating as it were into
one body their just tenets, unencumbered by the disputable
peculinrities of secls and persuasions; in a word, it is the
practice of every moral and social virtue. It mission, thew,
is the promulgation and praetice of virtue, or, as a reverend
divine has explained it, the doing good to mankind in obedi-
cnce to the will of God, and tor the gake of everlasting happi-
ness.  The constitution of human creatures, and indecd of all
creatures that come under owr notice is such, as that they are
capable of naturally hecoming qualified for states of lifc for
which they werc once wholly unqualified.  We find ourselves
endued with capacitics not only of pereciving ideas and of
knowledge, or perceiving truth, but also of storing up our
ideas and knowledge by memory. We are capable not only
of acting, and of having different momentary impressions
made upon us, but of getting a new faciliby in every kind of
action—and of settled alberations in our temper and character;
the power of the two last is the power of habit. Our happi-
ness and misery ave entyusted to our conduet, and made to dee
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pend upon it. Natuve is often hidden, sometimes overcome,
seldom extinguished, Force makes nature move violent in
the return ; doctrine and discourse make nature less impor-
tune; but custom only alters and subdues nature. “A man’s
nature,” says Lord Bacon, “runs either to herbs or weeds;
therefore let him seasonably water the one, and destroy the
other.” Men’s thoughts are much according to their inclina-
tion ; their discourse and speeches according to their learning
and infused opinions ; but their deeds are according as they
have heen accustomed. We are so wonderfully formed that
whilst we ave creatures vehemently desirous of novelty, we
arve as strongly attached to habit and custom. Man is a
bundle of habits, and therefore it is of the greatest importance
to us to form right habits and to follow good examples, for
example is everything—it is the school of mankind, and they
will learn at no other. To form right habits, it is necessary
that the human mind should be divected into proper
channels for obtaining the right source of knowledge ; and
here Freemasonry steps in o our assistance, by divecting our
course. Whatever turns the soul inward on itself, tends to
concentrate its forces, and to fit it for greater and stronger
flights of science. By lookinginto physical causes, our minds
are opened and enlarged. Mow is the mind filled—how
lost in wonder—as we behold the moon travelling in her
brightness through the dark blue sky, in the midst of ten
thousand times ten thousand stors. What an idea does it
give of the power and glory of the Creator—and yet what
a poor idea, Far higher He is than the highest heaven; yen,
they ave as nothing in compavison. ¢ Behold, even to the
moon, and it shineth not : yea, the stars are not pure in his
sight ; how much less man, that is a worm, and the son of
man which is a worm.” Job xxv, 4, 6. The more accu-
rately we search into the human mind, the stronger: traces
we cverywhere find of his wisdom who made it, If a dis-
cowrse on the use of the parts of the body may be considered
as a hymn to the Creator, the use of the passions, which are
the organs of the mind, canmot he barren of praise to him, nor
unproductive to ourselves of that noble and uncommon union
of science and admivation which a contemplation of the works
of infinite wisdom alone can afford to a rational mind, whilst
referring to Him whatever we find of bright, or good, or fair
n ourselves—discovering his strength and wisdom even in our
own weakness and imperfection—honouring them where we
discern them clearly, and adoring their profundity where we
ave lost in our seareh—we may he inquisitive without im-
pertinence, and clevated without pride ; we may be admitted,
i T may dare to say so, into the counsels of the Almighty, by
a consideration of his works. The elevation of the mind
ought to be the principal end of all our studies, which, if
they do not in some measure effect, they are of very little
service o us.

That great orator and philosopher, Cicero, says, « Est ani-
Worum ingenlorumque nostrorum naturale quoddam quasi
pabulum considerativ contemplatioque vature.”

Freemasonry has alveady been stated to be a meral system
which (heveby proving its eastern ovigin), instiucts its mem-
bers by the aid of allegovy and syubals, by the use of which
senses are sumoned to the aid of intellect, and amusement
15 judiciously blended with instruction. It finds

“ Tongues in trees, Looks in the running brooks,
Sermons in stones, and good in everything”

And this method of instruction has not only the sanction
of the rvemotest antiquity, but also that of the Saviour
himself, who coutinually spoke in parvables; sec also the
parable of Nuthan to David, and the custom of the ancient
nations in sending carth and water to their conquerors in
token of subjection. Thus, everything which mects the
cye in a Freemason’s Lodge is fraught with instruction ; the
Bible points out the faith which JTeads to happiness, and is
(lpflica,t:;(_l to the service of God becanse it is the inestimable
gift of God to mun ; the squave teaches us to regulate our
conduct by the principles of morality and virtue ; and the

compass to limit our desives to our station in life ; while the
very floor on which we tread reminds us of our chequeved
existence in this life. Qur lectures enforce the duties of
worality, and imprint on the memory the noblest principles
which can adorn the human mind ; they instruct us in the
study and illustration of hwuan science, and to trace the
greatness and majesty of the Creator, by minutely analysing
his works. The intellectual facultics expand as a desive for
knowledge increascs. ‘What a sublime field for moral inves-
tigation and critical research do the seven liberal avts and
sciences afford ; the subtletics of grmmnmar, rhetoric, and logic,
the marvellous combinations of arithmetie, the universal ap-
plication of geometry, the delicacy of music, and the sublimity
of astronomy have cach a separate charm to win the heart
and point to a Creator. Such ave the studies tending to
clevate the mind which our noble Order lays down for its
members, and he whose various talents shall allow him to
overcome the tmpediments opposed to his advancement will
he justly entitled to the distinction of a master of seience, and
a perfect moralist, Now heve it may be said “This Is all very
well ; but do all Masons act up to their principles?” Certainly
not; were they universally acted up to by all the brethren
throughout the world it would be » millennivm. Amongst the
various societics of mankind, few (if any) ave wholly exempt
from censure: among the disciples of our blessed Lord, Judas
was a traitor, yeb, hecause le was evil and yielded to Satan,
did that make the eleven evil, or injure the truth which the
Master he betrayed taught? Far from it; exceptio produt
regulamy; and although from wuiversals you may deduce par-
ticulars, yet, to argue that because one member of o Lodge is
a bad man that all are bad, is folly. We are often taunted
with making too much of Masonry, but the truth is, we
greatly underrate both its objects and capabilitics, and arc,
therefore, often too ready to admit men among us whom we
can hardly expect to bestow a single thought upon either.
Our woust foes have been those of our own household, who
have tarnished Masonic brightness aund lowered the standard
of its excellency ; the nninitiated will not take the trouble to
distinguish between such as arce untrue to their obligation
and those who continue faithful; did they so, they would find
the good men and true vastly to preponderate. A man that
has no virtue in himsclf ever cnvies virtue in others, for
men’s minds will either feed upon their own good or upon
other’s evil,—he who wants the one will prey upon the
other ; and whoever i without hope of attaining to another’s
virtue will seck to come at even hand by depressing another’s
torbune.

The human heart iz naburally more full of cavy than
charity ; and knowing this, it behoves all Masgons to remember
that Masonic life should be an exemplification of Masonic
principles ; and what ean ¢xeel owr three grand prineiples ¢
By the excrcise of brotheily love we ave taught to view the
whole human species as one family, and to sec in every soi
of Adam a brother of the dust ; as inhabitants of the same
planet, we are to aid, support, and protect one another

To relieve the distressed is incumbent on all men, but
particnlarly on Masons, who ought to be linked together by
an indissoluble chain of sincere nffection. To sooth calamity,
alleviate misery, compassionate inisfortune, and io restore
peace to the troubled wnind, is the great ain: of the true
Mason. Truth iy o divine abtribute, and the foundation of
every virbue. To be good und truc is the first lesson we are
taught in Masunry. On this theme we meditate, and
by its dictates endeavour to rcgulatc our conduct. “The
knowledge of truth,” says Bacon, “which is the presence of
it, and the belief of truth, which is the enjoying of it, is the
sovereign good of humau nature”  Vivtue has been divided
by wome moralists into Lenevolence, which purposes good
ends ; prudence, which suggests the boest means of attaining
them ; fortitude, which enables us to cucounter the dificultics
and dungers which oppose us in the pwrsuit of these ends ;
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and temperance, which repels and overcomes the passions
that obstruct it. Thus—Dhenevolence prompts us to undertake
the cause of a distressed orplan ; prudence suggests the best
means of going about it ; fortitude cnables us to confront
the danger aud bear up against the loss which may attend
our undertaking ; and tempevance keeps under the love of
money or ease, which might divert us from it  Thus we
Iearn that no man lives too long who lives to do with spirit
and suffer with resignation what Providence pleases to com-
mand ov inflict. It might not inappropriately be asked
—how is it that Masonry is found among men in countrics
where the light of the gospel has not yet shone? How is it
that it is found among the Indians in America, the Mahome-
tans in Syria and Turkey, and the Brabmins in India? TIts
existence proves two things—first; the truth of Masonic tra-
dition—next ; the antiquity of the Order. Not long since, an
American issionary, a Mason, found out Lodges existing
among some of the wildest tribes, corresponding almost exactly
with owr Lodges in their working ; and Bro, Morrison in his
essay ou the ethics of Freemasonvy, says, “Not long since
some of you heard in this very place (Victoria Lodge, No. 4,
Dublin), from an iutelligent ofticer recently returned from
India, that he obtained admission into o Lodge of Dervishes,
in Constantinople, and theiv customs, traditions, signs, and
secrets, were identical with onr own., In all countries theve
is mixed up with the superstitions of their religion the fivst
glimmerings of truth. Before the dispersion of the hwman
family all had access to the Law of God, and from father to
son, either in whole or in part, it was passed down the stream
of time. The dispersion of the ten tribes carried much truth
to the lands whither they were driven, but without assuming
that the Bible was borne to all who possess the secrets of
Masonry, we can casily understand how those portions whicl
are its landmarks could be communicated and preserved
among them.

With religion, whose sublime doctrines it cannob inerease,
whose precepts it cannot improve, Masonry does not interfere;
she acts as a handmaiden, and teaches the brethren to remen-
her that whatever we ave and whatever we do, God’s all seeing
eye surveys us, and that while we endeavour to act as faithful
Masons we must never forget to sorve him with fervency and
zeal. Inasmucl, however, as Masonry is professed by some
nations not as yet converted to Christianity, and as it en-
kindles benevolence and excites virtue so accordant with the
tenets of the gospel, it may eventually (and let us hope that
% may soon) have no slight tendency towards introducing
nd propagating among them that glorious truth; at least by
humanizing the Qisposition, softening the manners and re-
moving prejudices, may prepare the way for that most
desivable event; for to Masonry the words of the old
Latin poct may be aptly applied,

_ “ limollib mores, nec ginit esse feros.”
From its orvigin to the present time, in all its vicissitudes,
Masonry has been the steady, unvarying friend of man, It
has gone forth from age to age the constant messenger of peace
md love—never weary—never forgetful of its holy 1nission
—Dpatiently ministering to the relief of want and sorrow, and
seatbering with unsparing hand blessings and benefits to all
around. It comforts the mowrner ; it speaks peace and con-
EOIa‘mon to the troubled spirit ; it cariies reliel and gladness
Y ’Dl}e habitation of want and destitution ; it dries the tears
of widowhood and orphanage ; it opens the sources of know-
l'cdge 5 it widens the spheve of human happiness ; it even
'?@f«jks_’co light wp the darkness z'md gloom of thg grave, by
bonting o the hopes and promises of a better life to come
*zL'H this Masonyy has done, and is doing.
i@ 5110_11, thew, is Freemasonry, and such its mission ; to swmn
;;:éﬁ’;n (;111(; \'vor.q-—chmity, the very hond of peace and of all
35 the sentiment of chavity, in its genuine conception,

hag o fay wi : ,
i;(; 'ita {ar wider mcaning than the one conventionally assigned

Ask you niggard-he will tell you charity beging ab J

home, and consists in providing for his family ; ask youn jolly,
well fed, well to do loocking man-—he will say in giving away
any surplus money he has no whim to gratify ; ask the worldling
—he will say, in heading a subscription list, no matter what
the object ; ask the devoted follower of some particular sect,
and he will say, in industrionsly spreading the opinions of the
sect to which he belongs. Yet all ave wrong : leb them reter
to the Bible, and they will find it means love. Love it is
through which (as announced by prophecy and inspiration), in
ages long anterior to that in which it received its final inter-
pretation from the great Teacher man must be reclaimed
from hate and hard cupidity and the selfishness all prolific of
misery, into the statc of mind, temper, and mutual feeling
whevein the uuclouded brain admits what the purified heart
suggests—that the bond of brotherhood in affection and sin-
cerity conduces alike to the good of all and each—of the
strong and of the wealk—of the wealthy, and of him across
whose path the ses anguséie dome have cast their sombre
shade. Now the purpose for which through storn and sun-
shine, good report and evil; the Ovder has persevered, is that
of benefiting humanity through the medium and by the help
of human hearts and heads ; the real spirit of Masonvy is not
confined to the relief of the pliysical wants or the preserva-
tion of a brothe’s life in peril, but every day affords oppor-
tunity to promote his émporal good by lawful and honourable
means ; to help himg by enabling him to help himself ; to ex-
tend owv sympathy to his tronbles, and owr charity to his
fhilings and imperfections ; to make pence bebween friends ;
to warn one of his danger, another of his ervor ; to be patient,
tolervant, and forgiving towards all. It is for this reason that
Masons ave found so steadfastly to eherish cach other’s society,
to live upon terms of mutnal confidence and earnest sympa-
thizing friendship,  Other associations have died away in
thousands in all ages; Decause thelr foundation was notb
firmly fixed—DRMasonry (savys an Awmerican brother), is buased
upon the Rock of Ages, the storms of the world may beab
upon i, but it will and does remmin firm. Yes, Masonry,
though hated, reviled, laughed at, persecuted, is still founded
on truth, and the imnutable laws of the Great Arvchitect of
the universe ; and therveforé it is still the hond of a great
and powerful association, spread over the whole habitable
world, honoured and protected by kings and statesmen, and
cultivated and cherished by a multitude of wise, honourable,
pious aud conseientious men. Bub the tree is known by its
fruits. Behold, then, the fruits of Freemasonry in ibs mani-
fold charitivs, see in it the salvation of the bereaved female
orphan, saved perhaps from o life of sin and shaume, trained
up to virtue and made a happy and creditable member of
society. DBehold it in the nged and infirm brother, who has
failed in the battle of life, and now at the hands of his
brother, in his declining years, finds o peaceful asylum to
vest his tived spirvit and sinking heart, Examine our schools,
our hospitals, An ancient poet has besutifully said, “ Tt is
a pleasure to stand upon the shore and to see ships tossed
upon the sex ; a pleasure fu sband in the window of a castle
and to sec a battle and the adventures thereof below : Lub
no pleasure is comparable to the standing vpon the vantage
ground of truth (a hill not to be conumanded, and where the
air is always clear and sevene) and see the errors and
wanderings and mists and tempests in the vale below—so
always that this prospect be with pity, and not with swelling
or pride. Certainly it is a heaven upon earth to have a
man’s mind move in charvity, vest in providence, and turn
upon the poles of truth.”

Tt has been beautifully said thai the Worshipful Master
opens the Lodge ab sunvise with solenn prayer ; the Junior
Warden ealls the brethren from labour when the sun attains
its meridian height ; and the Senior Warden closes the Lodge
with prayer ab sunset, when the labours of owm: ancient
brethren ended.  The great Inminary of creation vises in the
cast to open the day with o mild and geninl jnfluence, and
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all nature rejoices in the appearance of his beams; he gains
his mervidian in the south, invigorating all things with the
perfection of his ripening qualities.  'With declining strength
Le sels in the west to close the day, leaving mankind at rest
tfrom Lheir labours.  This is a type of the three most promi-
nent stages in the life of man—infancy, manhood, and age.
T'he first, characterized by the blush of innocence, is pure as
the tints which gild the eastern portals of the day ; the
heart vejoices in the unsuspecting integrity of its own
unblemished virtues, nor fears deccit, because it knows no
guile. Manhood succeeds ; the vipening intellech arrives at
the meridian of its powers. At the approach of old age
man’s strength decays ; his sun is setting in the west,
Enfeebled by sickness or bodily infivmity he lingers on till
death tinally closes his eventful day; :nd happy is he if the
sebling splendour of a virtuous life gild kis departing moments
with the gentle tints of hope, and close his short caveer in
peace, harmony, and brotherly love.

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON.
REAWAKENED DOUBLS RESPECTING HIS BIRTHPLACE.

Tr has been well observed by Sir Walter Scott that
“There ocomrs in every country some peculiar historical
chavacters, which are, like a spell or charm, sovereign to
exeite curiosity or attract attention, since everyone in the
slightest degree interested in the land which they belong to
has heard much of them and longs to hear more,” and hence
it is (we may add) that, from the days of Plutarch to those
o Brougham,* men, the most cminent for their erudision,
have been found devoting their researches to investigating
the lives of the mosb celebrated characters that have flourished
conspicuously amongst the fair, the learned, or the brave.

Indeed, biography has been (in some respects) not inaptly
styled “the romance of history,” but it is something more
than that, it is its vital truth—its inner life—the vecords of
peoples and ages gathered into one chronicle ; and the history
of many families, both of princes and of peasants, have, when
truthfully related, exhibited incidents—strange, even more
strange than fiction ; and although we admit that none of
our chronicles portray occurrences move extraordinary and
romantic than those recorded in the red book of the peerage
or the blue book of the peerage cases, yet, that circumstance
does not justify (when we consider the deference due to the
feclings of the living), the prommigation of doubtful state-
ments respecting personages who—

¢ All their goad being done, have lain them duwn,
To sleep with fame for ever.”

An attempt has lately been made to reawaken doubts
respecting the birthplace of the late. Duke of Wellington.
16 will be in the reeollection of our veaders, that so far back
as the year 1852 a paper, entitled “Iistoric Doubts on the
Birthplaces of Celebrated Men,” appeared in our publication ;
and from the information and research displayed by the article,
and the favourable reception given to it as being a satisfactory

ucidation of an oft mooted question, it was loped that all
doubts respecting the birthplace of England’s most celebrated
military hero had been set ab rest ; but it appears from the
tollowing comnnunication, that there still exist some adven-
turous writers not indisposed to revive the subject.

1O IHE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZING AND MASONIC MITROR.

Dear Sz axn Brovuse,—I beg leave to state, that I have
seen in a newly launehed weekly periodical, an article respeeting
the ¢ Birthplace of the Duke of Wellington,” the chief state-
ment in which is so contrary to that contained in my paper on
* Uistoric. Doubts,” which “appeared some ycars sinee in the
Freemasons’ Magazive, that 1 considered it 'to be my duty to
promptly notice the matter ; and as a delay of some wecks must
necessarily have intervened hefore any conment on the subject

Of the many splendid wrations of TLovd Broughaw, lew, il any,
surpass in chasteness of conception and fervid brillinney of eloquence,
the speec It delivered by his lovdship at the banguet given at Dover, in

1239, lo the Duke of Wellington, ws Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports,

could have appeared in the Freemasons’ Magazine, T addressed the
following letter to the cditor of the Standard, who courteously
afforded it a place in his journal:—

“ To the Iditor of the Standurd.

“SIR,—A recent number of Once ¢ TWeel: contains the following novel
statement respecting the birthplace of the late Duke of Wellington :—

“ ¢The great duke was born neither in England nor in Ireland. The
future conqueror at Waterloo first saw the light on board a packet,
about half way betwecen the coast of Wales and Ireland ; his wother,
the Countess of Mornington, having been taken in labour while crossing
from Holyhead to Iveland.

¢ Inasmuch as a lively interest attaches to every incident connected
with the history of the celebrated British Nestor, he who was over

¢ The sage in counsel, and the victorious in fight,’
the fullowing remarks may, perhaps, not be deemed uncalled for.

¢ On the demise of the late Duke of Wellington, a literary contention
arose regarding the birthplace and birthday of his grace, when it was
alleged by some writers that the duke was born at the family seab of
the Wellesleys, Dangan Castle, in the county of Meath, in the month of
Mareh, 1769; and with equal pertinancy, a contrary opinion was
advanced by other writers, Ultimately, however, the matter was fully
elucidated by an article entitled ¢ Historie Doubts on the Birthplaces of
Celebrated Men, with special Reference to the late Duke of Wellington,’
which appeared in the Freemasons’ Magazine for December, 1852 f

“ In that disquisition were adduced extracts from the public journals
extant at the period of the duke's birth; viz., the Dublin Mercury, the
Dublin Freemaw’s Journal, and the Dublin Gazelle, for May the “nd,
1769—and also evidence of the oral and written testimony of the vene-
rable Countess of Mornington (see letter of the Countess of Mornington
to the editor of the Zlimes, April 6, 1815), which conclusively proved,
that ‘ her son, Arthur, Duke of Wellington, was born in Merrion-street,
Dublin, on the 1st of May, 1769,

1 have the honour to remain Sir, your very obedient Servant,
“ TrE WRITER OF THE ARTICLYE BNTITLED ¢ Hisroric Dousts, &c.
« Belgravia, dug. 3.”

The publication of the above letter clicited an explanatory
commuuication which, although I am not authorized to transmit a
copy, yet it is but just toward the biographical correspondent of
Once a Week, to intimate the purport thereof. The writer has
the story from his own wife, who is a niece of a noble lady, * on
whose authority the duke is stated, in Once a 1Week, to have been
born at sea.” Now, from a dispassionate analysis of this expla-
nation, it would sccm that the amphibious story regarding the
duke’s alleged inopinate birth and marine birthplace, is onc of
those improbabilities so frequently narrated respecting the cele-
brities of distinguished families, and which from repetition some-
times acquire a credence hearing the semblance of truth ; more-
over, the story in Ouce « [Veek is only accompanied by sccondary
evidence, whereas the statement published in the Freemasons’
Magazine for 1852, viz., that the late Duke of Wellington * was
born in Merrion-street, Dublin,” is sustained by primary evidence
and being founded upon facts, is consequently incontrovertible.
Nevertheless, T entertain no doubt whatever that the lady on
whose authority the statement in Once @ Week was made, believed
the story to be true, and that “ she told the tale as it was told to
her;” and it is also proper to observe, that the writer of the expla-
natory letter by no means infers in his communication that the
lady mentioned as ¢ the authority” was ecither the origmator of
the story, or a witness of the event.  As the writer of the article
entitled * Historic Doubts,” I deem it proper to submit to your
notice the above particulars ; and considering that the candid
statement and Adam-like justification of the correspondent of
Once a 1Veel is entitled to equal publicity with that vouchsafed
to my former communication on this subjeet, I am induced to
solicit the insertion of these remarks in the next number of the
Lreemasons’ Magazine.  ‘Lrusting that the present may be the last
oceasion requisite to claim the aid of the public press in order to
delete doubts respecting the birthplace of Field Marshal the
Duke of Wellington,

I have the honour to remain, dear Siv and Brother,
Yours [raternally,
Chester-streel, Belyrave-square, Cuarres Kaas,
August 25rd.

F “The duke was o member of the ancient and honowrable Ovder of
Freemasons.”—See the Freemusons’ Monthly Magazine for Nov., 1852.

¥ The precize bivthplace of the duke was ascertained (from a source
the most authentic) during the lifetime and by the royal desive of his late
Majesty George the Fourth, but the fact was first publicly established
by corroborative proofs in the Frecmnasons' Muguzine for 1852. And
though the Irish journals containing an announcement of the birth of
Duke Arthurwere, by his late majesty's royal command sought for (many
years before the duke's death), the writer of * Historic Doubts” did nob
sueeeed in his efforts to discover the papers of May the 2ud, 1769, until
Uctober, 1892,
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ARCHZEOLOGY.

ROCHESTER CASTLE.
[TuE following paper, describing the “ Siege and Capture of Rochester
Castle, by King John,” in the year 1215, was written by ¢, R. CORNER,
Tisq., F'S.A., for the late meeting of the Kent Archweological Society.]

“The history of Rochester Castle is written in every history of
the county and of the city. T propose merely ta give an account
of the siege and capture of the castle by King John in 1215, with
notices of some of its defenders who were made prisoners when
the castle was rendered to the King.

The Great Charter bears date the 15¢th of June 1215; in a few
days after the King’s plans were laid. He sent agents, amongst
whom were William Geron, Hugh de Boves, and Geoffrey de
Nevill, into France, Germany, and Flanders, authorising them to
prowise grants of the estates of the opposing barons (which he
intended to confiscate) to such adventurers as would enter into his
service, giving to his agents power to make formal grants before-
hand. These foreign troops were ovdered to be in readiness at
Doveri by Michaelmas. Matthew Paris says that the King comn-
terfeited the Dishops’ seals, and wrote in their mames to all
nations, saying that all the English were become apostates, and to
any who would invade them the King would give the lands of
those apostates. The King also raized as much money as he could,
borrowing 1100 marks of the Master of the Templars, and 2000
marks of Hubert de Burgh, his justiciary ; and he sent for all his
Jjewels and plate from various abbeys and monasteries, where they
had heen deposited for safe eustody, in order to raise money. At
the same time he sent Walter, Bishop of Worcester (his Chan-
cellor), John, Bishop of Norwich, and Richard de Marisco, to the
Pope, to inform him of the coercion which had heen put upon
him by his subjects, whereby he had been forced to grant a
charter, the articles of which he represented to he subversive of
the regal power, and in consequence detrimental to that of the
Holy Tather as Lord Paramount, entreating the Pope to absolve
him from his oath, that he might with a safe conscience use his
endeavours to free himself from the concessions which he had
made to his people.

_ Waiting the efiect of these measures, the King retived to the
Isle of Wight, where he spent his time as gentlemen from London
sometimes do in modern days, lounging by the sea side, yachting,
conversing with the fishermen, and passing away the time as well
as he could until his foreign levies should arrive. The King’s
appeal to the Pope was eminently suecessful; he absolved John
from his oath, and annulled the charter. At the same time he
enjoined the barons to renounce the grant which they had
enforeed from their sovereign, threatening them with all the comn-
sequences of his anger and indignation in the event of their disobe-
dience to his mandate. But the sturdy English barons were not
intimidated by the fear of invasion by foreign mercenaries or of
papal excommunication, and they took measures to defend them-
selves and support their eause in the best mamner that they could.

One of the strongholds of which the bavons possessed them-
selves at this eritical period was Rochester Castle, which belonged
to the king, and had been usually in the custody of the Archbishop
of Canterbury. King John, in the third year of his reign, had
restored the possession of the castle to Hubert, Archibishop of
Canterbury, and it was in the possession of lis successor at the
period of which I am speaking, when the King, by his writ, re-
quired the Avchbishop'to give up the possession of the castle to
him; hut the Archbishop, Cardinal Stephen Langston, an English-
man, who had been put into the sea by the Pope in opposition both
to the King and to the Dean and Chapter, and who, in this emer-
gencey, took part with the bavons against the King, delivered it to
the barons, who placed in it a strong garrison commanded by
William de Albint, of Belvoir Castle, a valiant baron and military
commander. They found there a large quantity of ammunition—
by which we must not understand gunpowder, shells, congreve
rockets and cannon balls, but bows and arrows, crossbows and
holts, stones for casting by engines, and such like old fashioned
g'e:u-, which had been provided by the King for the defence of
;cllﬁ castle—the knowledge of which was doubtless an additional

1lucement to the barons to possess themselves of a place so
s“:‘mgl}f fortified by nature and art.

. The foreign troops arrived at Dover by the end of September.
)h?)' came m great numbers from Brabaut, Flanders, Normandy,
\\*211'?22{1-1:1“11‘;1,1(%&?(:]011)"r The troops. from Brabant :mfl Flanders
those from rtsi(o n)y W Sli)er. Buck, (,‘-grard_Sotml, and (xod(‘:schgll;
and Oliyer o ¥ and Poictou _by Savaric de Mauleon, Geoffrey
4 ver de Bufeville, brothers. A large body, no less it is

said than forty thousand men, under the command of IMHugh de
Boves, perished in the sea on their passage ; but notwithstanding
this great loss, King John had force enough to enable him to
overcome the opposing havons, and he immediately led his army
to Rochester, which tic invested. The barons had endeavoured
to throw some succours into the castle, but without success,
Nevertheless, Willlam de Albini and his brave companions,
hoping that Robert Ifitz Walter and the confederate barons would
be able to relieve them and raise the siege, resolved to hold out to
the utmost, and courageously defended the castle from the 13th
of October during a siege of eight weeks. King John attended
the sicge of Rochester in person, and was there from the 13th of
October until the 5th of December, five days after the castle had
been rendered to him.

Geoffrey de Vinsauf, in his * Ttinerary of Richard, King of the
English, and others to the Holy Land,” gives us an authentic
account of the siege of Acre in 1191, only twenty-four years
before that of Rochester, some short extracts from which will
give a notion of the mauner of conducting the siege of a fortified
place before the invention of guns and gunpowder. Ile says:
“The King of Frauce caused to he constructed mangonels and
other machines, which he determined to apply day and night;
and he had one petraria (or stone-caster) of vast force, to which
the army gave the name of Bad Neighbour. The Turks also had
one which they called Bad Kinsmau, which, by its violent casts,
often crippled Bad Neighbour ; but the King of France repaired
it again and again, wntil by many blows he had hroken downa
part of the city wall,-and had shook the tower daledictum. On
one side was plied the petraria of the Duke of Burgundy, on
another that of the Templars, while the engine of the Hospitallers
never ceased to scatter dismay around. DBesides these there was
one petraria, built at the common expense, which they styled Grod’s
Petraria. By means of this engine o part of the wall of the tower
Maledictum was at last hurled down for about ten yards in length.
The Count of Flanders had also a large petraria, and also a smaller
one, which two were plied incessantly close to one of the gates;
but the great machines were two, of choice material and work-
manship, which would throw stongs to a distance almost ineredible,
and these King Richard had erected. He had likewise another
very firmly built, which they called Berefred; it had steps to
mouut it, was covered with raw hides and ropes, and, being of
most solid wood, was neither to be destroyed by the force of blows
nor burnt by the streaming Greek fire. Ie also erccted two
mangonels, one of which was of such force that what it hurled
reached the market-place of the city. These engines were plied
night and day, and it is well known (says the chronicler), that a
stone from one of them killed twelve men at a blow. These
engines hurled such stones and flinty pieces of rock that nothing
could withstand them, for they shattered in pieces whatever they
struck, and, indeed, ground it to powder. The sappers of King
Richard mined a tower which was at the same time assaulted by
the engines, and when it began to totter Richard offered first two,
then three, then four pieces of gold for every stone torn from its
walls. Very many failed in this undertaking, while others were
driven back by fear of death, for the Purks above manfully with-
stood them, and neither shields nor arms availed to protect them.”

Acre, however, like Rochester, was at last taken by the
besiegers ; and if' you substitute the city of’ Rochester for that of
Acre, Rochester Castle for the tower ¢ Maledictum,” King John
tor King Richard, Savaric de Mauleon for the King of Irance,
and William de Albini for the Sultan Saladin, Vinsauf’s account
of the siege of Acre may very well serve for that of Rochester ;
for by similar appliances and means of attack, and probably with
the assistance of the King's ships in the Medway, which (as at
Acre) blockaded the harbour, and ent off all supplies, and pre-
vented any assistance to the besieged from the sea, the siege of
Rochester Castle was carrvied on vigorously until the 50th of
November, when the governor and his companionz, finding no
hope of relief, and that the outward walls were thrown dowu and
their provisions exhausted, surrendered the castle and themselves
at discretion.

On taking the fortress which had heen so valiantly and perse-
veringly defended, King John was so much exasperated, that in
his rage he hanged all the ordinary soldiers except the crossbow-
men, and he would have put all his prisoners to death ; but better
and more prudent counsels (or perhaps avarice) prevailed. We
shall see that the King made a good specnlation by the sums
which he exacted from such of his prisoners as could pay heavy
ransoms for their lives; and he was persnaded by some of his
friends and partisans, and amongst others by the Poictevin
leader, Savaric de Maulean, to exercise a reluctant clemency, for
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they represented to him that such extreme measures as he con-
templated would be sure to bring alike fate upon his own soldiers
under similar eireumstances. They counselled him to spare the
lives of the governor and the better sort of the prisoners, and to
put them to ransom for their lives and liberty. ‘The King, there-
fore, gave them their lives, but he sent them to Corfe Castle,
Nottingham Castle, and other sccure prisons, until they should
agree with him for payment of such heavy fines as he thonght
fit to require of them.”

An account here followed of the various persons so imprisoned
by King John, and of what beeame of them.

MASONIC NOTES AND QURERIES,
MASONIC TOASTS.

Toasts and health drinking are both of them going out of
fashion in private society; nevertheless the toast still lingers
among us at public dinners, city companies, and more especially
among our Craft. May I venture to inquire if, beyond the usual
Masonic toasts we hear in every Lodge, there are any others
specially devoted jto Masonic subjects ?—Bizo.—[If Bibo will
look into any of the old pocket books, calendars, song books, and
carly works, even among the catchpennies, he will find many
such toasts. And as these works may not be within his reach we
will make a selection of a few, from Stephen Jones's Mausonic
Miscellanies, for his information :—* To all the kings, princes, and
potentates that propagate or protect the royal art.” “To the
mother of all Masons.” * All the female friends of Freemasons.”
“The secret and silent.”” Al that live within compass and
square.” *‘The absent brethren of this Lodge.” ¢ May Masonry
flourish till nature expire.” “The memory of the distinguished
Three.” *May every brother bave a heart to feel and a hand to
give.” “May we never condemn that in a brother which we
would pardon in ourselves.” “May we he more ready to correct
our own faults than to publish the errors of the hrethren.” These
are a few that were in general use during the last, and part of the
present, century. To quote further would be to fill pages of our
space.  Still we will add one or two couplets to show the
rhyming kind.

“To each charming, faiv, and faithful she,
‘Who loves the Craft of Masonry.”
“To Masons and to Masons’ bairns,
And women, with both wit and charmg,
That love to lig in Mazons’ arms.”]
SII CIRISTOPHER WREN,

Was Sir Christopher Wren buried with Masonic rites—or is
there any engraving of his interment, so that we might be enabled
ta see if any of the mourners wore Masonic clothing ?—Doyus.—
[This question should have heen replied to before; but we hope
< Domus™ will not think it too late now, for we have, to oblige
him, instituted a laborious and minute search, the result of whigh
isnow before him. In the Daily Post, of Wednesday, I'ch-
ruary 27th, 1723, there is the following paragraph : — ¢ On
Monday last died, Sir Christopher Wren, aged 99. He was
formerly Surveyor General of the King's' \?oﬂcs; he rebuilt
St. Paul’s Church, and all the rest of the Churchos that were
burned down in the great conflagration. Iic was deservedly
reckoned one of the best and greatest Avchitects in Furope; but
as his Character is unjversally known, it is Needless to enlarec 7upon
that Ilead.”  T%he Lost Boy, No. 5245, from Saturday, Mareh 2nd
to ‘Tuesday, March 5th, 1723, states :— This Tvening the corpsc:
of that Worthy Frrrarasow, Sir Christopher YWren, Knight,
is to be interred under the Dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral.”  And
in The ]?\()s‘l J[ﬂrn and ,1'.]‘10 Aistorical Aeconnt, No. 6100, from
"J‘-‘}.CSEI“.“‘ Mareh 5th, to ‘Thursday, March 7th, 1723, we read :—

Last Tuesday Night the corpse of Sir Christopher Wren was
carried from his late Dwelling House, to he interred in the Vault
under the Dome of St. Paul's; the earse was preceded by a
handsome eavaleade bearing torches, and followed by fiftcen
Mouwrning Coaclies and Six, as well as by several gentlemen’s
Conches.” | ° '

“ Domus” will gather, from the above extracts, all that we
have ’bc.cn able to find on the subject—that Sir Christopher
Wren's funcral was not diflerent to the usual burials of his time ;
and :11though. Journalism was not in such ctiicieney as it is now,
the above bheing good examples of the date in question, yet had
there heen anything so unusual as a Masonie juterment we are
inclined to think some comment would have appeared in one, if
not more, of the papers extant. Lo the second query, respecting
any plate being in existence, we can only add that we have
searched the print room of the British Museum, and every

account of engravings about the year 1723, and canmot find any
trace, nor do we believe there is any such representation.

As our correspondent has started such an inquiry, which ought
to interest cvery member of the Craft, perhaps it may not be
deemed out of place, here, to allude to another matter in connexion
with the memory of our former Grand DMaster. )

Bro. James Ihnes, a distinguished architect, published a worlk,
entitled Memoirs of the Life and Works of Sir Christopher Wren,
with @ brief View of the Progress of Arclitecture in England, from
the Beginuing of the Reign of Charles L. to the Fnd of the XVIIik
Century; and an Appendiz of Authentic Documents (4to. London,
1823)—and we wish that any representation we could make to Bro.
Elnes would induce him, in these days of cheap reprints, to issuc
a less expensive edition of so valuable a book—in which he tells us,
after deploring the unmerited neglect of Sir Christopher in
his latter years, ¢ Ie and native talent were out of fashion ; and
when ingratitude, and the injustice of intriguing foreigners robbed
him of his rights, his honours, and his well earned rewards, the
wits, the poets of the day, suffered this unequalled man to sink
into the silent grave unnoticed but by his beloved son, Christopher,
who erected the small mural monument in the erypt of St. Paul’s,
and began his work (Parentalic : or Memoirs of the Family of the
Wrens, folio, London, 1750), illustrative of his honoured an-
cestors.™

Notwithstanding this neglect in the lifetime of our once great
and distinguished” Grand Master, it remained for the boasted
enlightenment of the nineteenth century to add a yet deeper in-
sult to his talents, and this through the authorities of that very
cathedval chureh which spread his name and fame through every
part of the civilized world—for the dean and chapter of St.
Paul’s, and their architect, to their undying shame, removed the
siab that bore the inscription—

“SUBTUS CONDITUR
HUIUS ECCLESIZ ET VRBIS CONDITOR
CHRISTOPHORUS WREN,
QUI VIXIT ANNOS ULTRA NONAGINTA,
NON SIBI SED BONO PUBLICO.
LECTOR SI MONUMENTUGM REQUIRIS
CTRCUMSPICE.
Obijt xxv Feb. An°. MDCCXXIIL ET, XCL”

to make room for a hack-front set of manuals to the organ, on the
occasion of the funeral of the Duke of Wellington ; and it is still
absent {rom its place, standing, in three pieces, in the second
recess of the south side aisle, the letters faded, and the whole at
the merey of any Gothiwho may choose to deface it; while the
very reverend the dean, and the cathedral architect, are reported
to be decidedly against its being rveplaced, siving, as a pretext
unworthy the name of a reason, “that Wren was so humble
minded that he would have been shocked to sec his name placed
so conspicuously hefore the world.” !

Well might M. Godwin, in the discussion that followed Mr,
Penrose’s (the capitular avchiteet’s) paper on Various Matiers
conneeled with St. Paul's Cathedral, vead before the Royal Institute
of British Architeets, and reported in the Zrensactions of that
learned body (page 68)—well might Mr. Godwin, say we—Dbeg “to
express the hope that the well known epitaph or inseription to Wren
should be speedily restored. It had become part of the history
of the Cathedral and of London ; and the numerous letters he
had reccived on the subject convineed him that it was a very
unfortunate thing it should have remained so long out of its
place.”

It the rumour which we have heard is covreet, viz., that the
dean and chapter are about to have the excellent old organ by
TFather Smith replaced by a modern ¢ music mill,” with hydraulic
pressure bellows to extend down into the vaults, and to be placed
on both sides the choir so as to do away with the sercen, it
hecomes every Freemason to be up and doing and never to cease
agitating the subject until the memorial (and it is the only one
a grateful city has creeted to the memory of Wren after he had
resuscitated it from the flames), be again in its place. And if the
Craft really venerate the name and fame of one who is so bright
an ornament to their {raternity, they will not ceasc their exertions
until suceessful.]

MATTHEW BIRKHEAD,

Can any one tell me what Matthew Birkhead, the author of
our “Yntered Apprentice” song, was? Was he connected with
the stage ? 'Yhe Daily Courant, of Thursday, 17th of May, 1717,
contains the following advertisement:—  *

¢ At the desire of several Ladies of Quality,
“ Tor the benefit of My. Birkhead,
“ By HMis Majesty’s company of Comedians, at the Theatre Royal, in
“ Drury Lane, this present Thuvsday.”
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Then follows the cast of a play, hut Bro. Birkhead’s name docs
not appear,—TuEsrrs,

_ THE GRAND MASTER'S SWORD OF STATE.

Tam not sure whether you admit queries wholesale, but I am
about to submit three to you at once. I have in my possession a
copy of An(}crson’s Look of Constitutions, the cdition of 1738. I
am told this is scarce; is it so? Whatisits value? At page
_2:;1)., after the list of Todges, there oceurs the following—capitals,
italics, &e.; as written ;— ’

“N.B. An Inpnrssion, in Folio, of the Grand Master’s SWORD of
Stete (formerly the Swerd of Gusravos Aporenus, King of Sweden,
and next of Berxazrp, Duke of Suz- Weimar, with their Names on the
Blade) which was presented to the Lraternity by our former Grand
HMaster TroMas Howarp Duke of Norrorx, richly adorn'd at the Hilt
with Cavinthiz Columns of Massy Silver, and on the Seabbard with
Ehg Arms of Norrorx in Silver, the Masons Arms, and some
Microglyyhics, &e. (perform’d by Brother George Moody the Sword-
Qfarcr) all explain'd, illuminated, and embellish’d, is to he sold by
Brother Joux PIxE the Engraver, in Old Bond Strect near Piceadilly.
Where also may e had '

“ The small Lngraven List of the Lodges, rencw'd annually with their
Removals.” .

Is this sword in nse now? WWhere can I sce the impression
advertised, as well as the engraved list referred to 2—G. A——w.
—[Our correspondent calls five queries three, and wants answers
qll na batech ! We will oblige him, as far as we can, but, for the
future, pray let him send onc at a time. The edition of 1738 is
the scaree one. The value of old books, like that of old wines,
depends on their condition. The writer bought a copy of the 1738
cdition for four shillings, and has heen offered six times that
amount for it.  We will ascertain if the Gustavus Adolphus sword
is now used, and will also endeavowr to direct onr attention to
where lie can sce the impression” of it alluded to. The plate of
the engraved Lodges is to be found in vol. iv., p. 253, of Dicart’s
Ceremanies et Coutwmes Leligicuses de Tous les Peuples du Monde, &
vols., fol., Amsterdam, 1736.  And we wonder, like George IIT.
and the apple in the dumpling, * How on carth it got there.” ]

WAS THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON A FREEMASOX ?

Though excessively pressed as to time, I feel it incumbent on
me (as the originator of the Ivish Masonic Calendar) to reply as
once to ““ Enquirer,” in last Saturday’s number of your valuable
and interesting publication. It is truc that No. 494 has not
appeared in the Calendar for a session or two lately, having
negleeted making returns, but it is equally true that the Lodgg
at present exists, is on the present Grand Lodge sheet and possesses
patent cvidence of the initiation of our late brother, the immortal
Duke of Wellington; and ride also Oliver's History of Lreemasonry
Jrom 1820 fo 1841, page 01.—AL Funenr, 35°° ’

INTRODUCTION OF MASONRY INTO ENGLAND AND IRELAND,

As vegards your paragraph on this head, T am neither able nor
competent to sustain those antiquated assumptions, neither am I
now prepared to offer my humble opinion as to the accuracy of
your correspondent, of my former printer, of myself, or of the
almost obsolete, musty old works from which T made extracts, and
Thave heen fruitlessly turning them over for the last hour; how-
cver, they and my other Masonic hooks are always open to the
rescarch of qualified brethren ; but one of my fondest wishes is
attained if even the blunders of my erude effort should direct the
ilttcntion of persons of more talent and information to dilate on
the theary of asystem coeval with the appreciation of philanthropy
and mutual dependenee in the human family. It is remembered
]101‘_0, that fecling the sad want of some periodical for the Irish
Order, in 1847 1 ventured on a task for which T was most unfit
from habits and from extensive agricultural cngagements as a
country gentleman. Iowever, I deemed it worthy of a trial, and
after encountering the prejudices of many, and particularly of
that singular and vencrated old mau, the late Bro. John Fowler,
abstruse, quaing, and mysterious as the musty and chaotic old
documents” amidst which he passed a long and studious life, T
o‘btzlmcq the consent of owr estimable Grand Master, and of the
Grzu;d Lodge, to the (then) daring innovation of a publication
provided I undertook all responsibility and expense, which [ did’
and devoted the proceeds to the Orphan School, as you will per:
(601‘\'0 by an original copy I send—the result was gratifying to the
(_)tilde'r Izuul to myself. 1t then ))CC{‘!IHC':L printing spccu]ationz in
: C:l hands, ‘and so continued until within the last three or four
.} eigt)sl;(}“:lllll?.r;; Gﬁ’{}nd I}p(}gc wisely tool the publication in charge.
tolome o1 ame for original errors, which the Grand Lodge
ated, as she ever affectionately does the mortal deficiencics of

her devoted aud yowr fithful hrother.—D1, FupNeLn, 53°,

BEMARKABLI OCCURRENCES.

The list of “ Remarkable Oceurrences in Masonry,” given in
the I'reemasons’ Calendar and Poclet Book, as at present issued,
suppresses many cvents which our elder brethren considered of
importance, and a note of thesc may be interesting to your readers.
The omissions referred to arc supplied from the Freemasons’ Calen-
dar of 1766, and as there is no reason to reprint the list from the
current Jocket Book, our brethren will understand that the details
appended arc those found to be wanting in the edition of 1859.

The Grand Masters of the Knights of Malta, patrons of

Masonry - - - - -

Queen Elizabeth sends an armed force to break up the

Annual Grand Lodge at York, which she afterwards
countermands through the intercession of Sir Thomas
Sackville - - - - Deeember 27, 1561
‘Several old records destroyed to prevent discoveries
being made - - - - - - 1685
King William IIL, (Prince of Orvange) privately initiated 1693
Lodges in London agree to eement under a new Grand
Master - - - - - - 1716
James Anderson, 4.37., appointed to arrange and digest
the old Gothic Constitutions - September 29, 1721
Earl of Dalkeith- proposes to raisc a fund for distressed
Masons, and a_Grand Treasurer appointed Nov. 23, 1724
Mr. James Anderson authorized to print a second
edition of the Book of Constitutions, with improve-
ments - 7 - - - March 81, 1735
Certain privileges granted to the Stewards, who are
constituted into a Lodge of Master Masons, June 24, 1735
Marquis of Carnarvon (afterwards Duke of Chandos),
presents to the socicty a new gold jewel for the Scere-
tary ; being two cross pens in a knot, the knot and
pens curiously enamelled - - January 31, 1739
William Vaughan, Esq., 8.G.W., presents to the socicty
a fine large cornelian seal, with the arms of Masonry,
set in gold and properly embellished - Mareh 19, 1741
Grand Treasurer agreed to he annually elected, and the
Treasurer, Secretary, and Sword Bearer, admitted
members of the Grand Lodge - June 24, 1741
A jewel presented to the society for the Grand Sword
Bearer, by Bro. Geo. Moody, who declined that
office - - - - April 18, 1745
A jewel for the Grand Treasurer, presented to the
society by the Marquis of Carnarvon (now Duke of
Chandos) - - - - July 24, 1755
Grand Lodge certificates fivst issued - - - ihid
A voluntary subscription opened for purchasing fur-
niture for the Grand Lodge - - Jamuary 30, 1765
One bundred pounds sent to Barbadoes to relieve the
sufferers by the great fire in that island - 1767

Suech are the omissions that have heen made sinee the year 1776,
and as an old almanack collector I thought they should he per-
petuated in your pages.—RErIEMERIDES,

GRAND SECRETARIES.

Can you, or any of your readers, afford information as to the
successlon of the Grand Seeretarics >—A Prov. G. See.—[We
presume our brother to mean the Grand Seeretaries of the Grand
Lodge of England, and not to include those of his own rank. 1f
we are right in our conjecture, we ean lelp him to the accompany-
ing list from 1722, But if he wishes to inelude the Provineal
Grand Secretaries, it will be a matter of time and much labour to
institute the nceessary searches which, at present, we eannot
devote to it.

William Cowper, Esq., held the office from
Edward Wilson . . . . . . . ., . 17

WillamRead . . . . . . . . . . 1727—33.
John Reeves . . . . . . . . . . . 1734—50.
Samuel Spencer . . . . . ., . . . 178T—07.
Thomas ¥rench . . . . . . . . . . 1768,
James Heseltine ¢ .00 ¢ 0 o . . 176981
William White } Jowmtly 47 T 0L 1780—1807. ()
William Ifenry Whitey . . iy [ - - () 1808—ar.
Lidward Harper §oAOmEY L 18187

1837—57.

W.H White . . . . . . . < . ..
1857, our

William Gray Clarke . . . . . . .
present excellent, and courteous, Grand Seeretary.]
DESTRUCTION OF MASONIC MSS.
*Valuable MSS. burned by scrupulous brethren, 1720.”  This
notice appears year after year in the Ireemasons’ Calendar: T
should be glad if any one can give me information as to the
nature of these MSS.~I.S.C,
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CRAFT.

‘Wz are ab all times loth to intrude the business aflaivs of

the Hagasine on our veaders ; but the following civeular
having been issued by a comunittee of our friends, it would
be most ungrateful on onr part were we not to acknowledge
their kindness, and $o give it addifional publicity, At the
same time, we wish it to be distinctly understood that this
appeal is not intended to be one of a series, and that, under
10 circumstances, on the subseviption list heing once closed,
will it be reopened. Once placed in a position of compara-
tive security, we are determined that the Maguzine shall
maintain itself, or we shall retive from the field. We are
proud to! believe that, under the management which las
prevailed since the dissolution of the partnership, the cha-
deter of this journal has risen in the estimation of the
Craft ; of which we have proof in our gradually growing list
of subseribers. Five years of labour and some hundreds of
pounds we have up to the present time sacvificed in the
endeavour to raise the character of the Masonic press (the
partnership losses having exceeded £2,000), but it is to the
Iast two years we more particularly refer (during which the
undivided management and vesponsibility has devolved on
one brother), as our claim to the confidence and support of
the Craft, We have now put the Magazine on what we
hope will prove a permanent footing, and we shall leave to
the Craft to determine our fubture prosperity—to ensure
which no exertions will be wanting on our part o render the
M agazine the most perfect Masonic record ever published—
whilst its literary contents shall entitle it to rank with the
most suecessful publications of the day—every opportunity
being taken to improve it in every possible manner, so as to
commmand the largest possible amount of support.

In addition to the other attractions of the AMagazine,
arrangements hiave been entered into with the ewminent
engraver, Bro. Shenton, for the publication of a series of
portraits of the more eminent members of the Order, com-
mencing with that of the Grand Master, which will he
forthwith issued, and which we trust will meet with the
approval of the brethren,

[cireunan].

Dear St Axp Brorterr,—Allow me to request the favour of
your perusal of this appeal, and your aid should it meet with
your approval.

"Towards the close of 1858, Bro. II. G. Warren, the sole remain-
ing proprictor of the Freemasons Magazine, found that the financial
position of the publication had become such that it was a grave
question whether he should not abandon it. Before taking this
step he called a meeting of his friends, on the 6th Janmary last,
haid before them the whole facts of the case, and asked their
counsel. This meeting was presided over by the R.W. Bro. T. I1.
Hall, Provineial Grand Master for Cambridge, and was attended
hy anumber of distinguished Masons. After hearing Bro. Warren’s
statement it appeared to the meeting that it would be most desi-
rable to maintain the publication of an independent and impartial
organ of the Craft, and the more so that the reports are now pub-
lished with the sanction of the M.W.G. M.  The following reso-
Intions were unanimously adopted :—

“1. That in the opinion of this Meeting it is indispensable that the
Craft should possessan independent, truthful, and temperately
conducted Journal,

€92, That this Meeting approves of the mamner in which the Fyee-
snasons’ Magazine has been conducted of late, and considers it
worthy of the support of the Craft,

3, Having reference to the explanation now given by the Lditor as
to the losses which he has incurred in carrying on the Meaga-
zine, this Meeting—with the view of securing its continuance,
but without in any way fettering the independence of its
management, and under the conviction that the journal will
continue to be conducted in-a fair and impartial manner—
resolves to enter into a subscription with the view, us far as
possible, of enabling the Bditor to meet such losses ; and the

Brethren present pledge themselves to use their influence in
increasing the number of annual subsciibers, both amongst
Lodges and the Brethren generally.”

It was explained to the meeting that a subseription of a ¢com-

of weelkly subscribers, would ensure all that was required to secure
the future prosperity of the Magazine. Whereupon a committee
was appointed, who, from the favourable replies they have re-
ceived to their first address, have decided upon appealing to the
Craft to come forward and provide the necessary funds, which an
average subscription of ten shillings from cach Lodge would effeet.
The committee therefore trust that their brethren will recognize
the desirability of securing the continuance of a well conducted
and impartial journal, and one which has given an independent
support to the Grand Master, {eeling that the brethren geuerally
will agree with them that the manner in which the fagazine is
now condueted entitles the proprietor to the generous assistance
of the Craft. .

The committee are also anxious to extend the circulation of the
Magazine, and would suggest that if’ every Lodge in England
which does not at present take it in, were to subscribe for one
copy, the publication would not only be placed on a secure foot-
ing, but become fairly remunerative to the proprietor and editor.

The committee trust, therefore, that you will assist in this
endeavour, by allowing your name to be added to the list of con-
tributors, and by using your influence to augment the fund, and
the number of regular subseribers to the A/agazine. 'They would
also be glad to receive the name of any brother willing to become
a member of the committee.

T am, dear Sir and Brother, yours faithfully,
E. 8. SNELL, Hox. Szc.

All moneys to be paid to the account of Bro. Algernon Perkins,
Treasurer, at Messrs. Barelay & Co., Lombard-street; or to Bro.
. 5. Snell, Seeretary, 27, Alhemarle-street, Piccadilly, W.

The following Brethren have consented to act on the Committee,

Bros. F. DUNDAS, M.P, . PS.GYW,
1. ROXBURGH . . GRAND RREGISTRAR,
R, WOJENNINGS . . G.D.C,
I, SLIGHT . . . JGD.,
J. HAVERS . . P.S.G.D.
W. PULTENEY SCOTT P.S.G.D.
A. LEVEAU . . P.G.S.B.
W. L. EVANS P.G.S.B

P.G.S.B. and D.P.G.M., Oxox.
D.P.GAL, IsLE oF WraHT.
M. No. 4, G.S.

P, Nos. 196 and 206, G.S,
G. STEWARDS L.oDaE,

.M. No. 4.

R. J. SPIERS . .
HYDE PULLEN . .
(. BEAUMONT .
T.A. ADAMS . .

H. J. HINXMAN, M.D.

C. LOCOCK WEBB

B, HEAD . . P.M. No. 5.

A, PERKINS . . P.M. No. 5,HoxorarY TREASURER,
1EDWARD 8. SNELL . P.M, No. 5, HONORARY SECRETARY.
T, E. COI'TREL . P, No. 8.

Masor CLERK P.M. No. 13, WoorwicH,

JOHN SYMONDS P, No. 21,

M. COOKE . . No. 29,
W.H.COLE . . P.M. No. 32,
HYDE CLARKE . Nos. 32 and 91,

B. BAKER . . . No. 38.
NICHOLAS BRADFORD . P.AM. No. 54,
S, ALDRICH . . . DAL No. 196.
¢, HUTTON GREGORY P.M, No, 233,
W, WARNVER WHFELER PAL No* 324,
. BRIDGES . . .  BRIDGEWATER,
+ TURNER . . . Exgren.
apr
Lrteruture,

REVIEWS OF NEW BOOXS.

First Linpressions of the New World, by Two Travellers from the Old,
in the Autumn of 1858. Messrs. Longmans.

Life and Literty in America: Skelches of « Towr in 1857-8. By
suartEs Mackay, LD, 2 vols.  Smith, Elder, and Co.
Nor many years since, America was regarded as a dull, unin-
teresting country, whose citizens were actuated by a vulgar,
disagreeable love of the almighty dollar, and who fastened on
every traveller with a pertinacity to exhibit the worst side of a
great nation. Thatwe have not overstated the conclusion formed
in this country of our American cousins, the test is easy, and we
have only to turn to the works of Captain Basil Hall, Mrs.
Trollope, and Mr. Dickens, for such an amount of sarcasm and
travellers’ stories as few works of the same kind can equal.
This unfortunate estimate of a race allied to us by the same
tongue and blood, is the more to be deplored, because, when the
authors alluded to gave their impressions to the world, they werg



Srpr. 3, 1859]

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

171

popular writers, read by thousands in the old country ; and, how-
ever much their popularity may have waned sinee the period in
question, still, to some extent, their ietum has Deen almost
nniversally accepted here. Time was when both nations sought
to attribute to cach other certain conventional forms of wiolesale
folly and absurdity, and onc was perpetually asserting, with
peevish hombast, an independence which no one threatened, and a
saperiority which no one cared to dispute, whilst the other replied
to all this with ill concealed sneers and witless jibes. Since that
time kindlier and more generous feelings have taken place. The
two cousins have read and seen much more of each other ; they
have learned to appreciate more strongly the genuine points in
cach other’s character, and have faitly come to consider and
critieise with discrimination and candour many things on which
their sentiments differ; but when weighing them honestly they
each feel that although certain peculiarities of the other side are
uot to their own way of thinking, yet the practice of them may be
ior the good of the nation adopiing them; and so, like sensible
individuals who differ in opinion, but are both scekers and
admirers of truth, they have come to feel very proud of each
other, and a friendship of no common order lias sprung up hetween
the peoples of two mighty nations.

The two works which stand at the head of this article are both
written in the above state of mind, and they both testify to the
intercst which Iinglish travellers find in the United States, and
the pleasing recollections their visits liave left on the minds of
the visitors.

* Fivst Impressions of the New World *' is a very impressionable
performance by a lady, who travelled with her husband on some
business comnected with railways, and these ¢ Impressions” are
written for the special behoof and amusement of I. 1. T., her
little girl, and record such scenes and anecdotes as ““mamma”
saw, and heard, when travelling with “papa.” The hotels,
steamers, professors, streets, watevfalls, are all charming in
mamma’s cyes, although the first occurrence she heard of on
landing was not ol a nature to inspire the most favourable feelings
with regard to the new conntry, for she tells us :—

“ Two topies seem at present to occupy the minds of everybody here
—one the successful laying of the cable; the other the burning of the
quarantine huildings on Staten Tsland,  We were quite wnconseious,
when passing the spot yesterday, that the whole of these huildings had
heen destroyed on the preceding night by an ineendiary mob ; for such
we must style the misereants, although they comprise a large portion, it
is said, of the influential inhabitants of the place. The alleged reason
was that the quarantine establishment was a nuisance, and the resi-
dents had Lov months been boasting of their iutention to destroy the
sbuoxious huildings. The miserable inmates would have perished in
the flames, had not some, move charitable than the rest, dragged them
from their beds. The yellow fever hospital is destroyed, and the houses
uf the physicians and health officers are hurnt to the gronnd, At the
very same moment New York itself was the scene of the splendid festi-
vities in honour of the successful laying of the Atlantic telegraph cable,
to which we have allnded.”

.. Well might “mamma™ find everything delightful, when “ Mr.
Tyson™ is so very kind, and has such a stock of good sayings
veady for all oceasions, and “papa” is so pleased at Deing treated
with so much distinetion, and” *“ niggers are such delighttul cha-
racters,” as well as Irish cmigrants heing so smart and quick ; but
all this, at last, becomes a sad bore and very mmeh like little
people floundering about out of their depth, not knowing how to
return commonplace civilities without setting their faces on a
broad grin to every conceivable variety of adjective which can
ccompany praise. The journal of the two travellers gives us
fome rather Iarge and vivid pictures of’ themselves, showing them
fobe specimens of the well-to-do fussy kind of philanthropists,
who arc ever secking to busy themselves In sone schemes of good—
provided it is to be done cheaply and at the expense of talk. Asa
Specimen, “mamma” falls in with a veritable * Topsy,” and scts to
work to talk the nigger into sobriety of life and manners ; and
“Dapa,” while visiting a slave pen, upon being shown a negro
Who, rather than give up some clothes, had run away from his
Wife, asks him “whether he cared more for his clothes than his
wife, and gives him a lecturc on the domestic duties!” Besides
this, “mamma» has many little traits of * dear, restless, fidgetty
Papa’s ™ oddities and whims, his indigestions and headaches from
fting: ¢ hot quails and drinking Catabaw champagne,” and how
;‘::lellbls irritated he is 1\'11en'tmv'elling. in Philadelphia, at the
had o iq))petmlu}g on_the opposite side of the railway to which he
roton, é ec CW(Vl't,l addmg,' and we all know Yhow .11"1-1m_ble he can
it oty o ith the'leplsOL]e about the lady’s maid's sickness we
ey (% Xelaim—vhat slip-slop to make up a book ! But there
1 & redeeming point vnder all this wishy-washy nougense, the

\

hook gives some very accurate statisties, of railways, schools and
reformatories, and the working of a few ameliorating societies, all of
which are, no doubt, very interesting and valuable. There are
some one Or two items among this portion of the subject which
makes us think of the old proverb that ‘“travellers see strange
things,” such, for example, as an old lady of seventy-two, who is
described as ““vemarkably pretty,” and a Kentuck innkeeper, one
Jim Porter, standing *“seven feet nine inches without his shoes,” as
well as the young ladies of the Cincinnati school who * translated
Cicero into excellent English, and answered most difficult gques-
tions in logie.”

We now come to the second work whose title stands at the head
of this notice, Dr. Mackay’s Life and Liberty in America. "These
two volumes are the experience of a tour in the years 1857-8, and
about one third of them have previously appeared as letters, sent
by the doctor while on his tour, and inserted in the Illustrated
London News, and the rest, or about two thirds, is now printed for
the first time. Dr. Mackay’s writings have been long enough
before the world to dispense with any remarks of owrs upon his
style—that is well known ; and in the present books he gives us
some excellent sketches, occasionally slight in structure, but
vigorous and interesting. Tle, too, has gone over much of the same
ground as the two travellers referred to above, and sees with the
same favourable eyes; but there is a greater sobriety of judgment
and much more discrimination in his remarks npon the same sub-
Jject, although there is o general coincidence between the two
works. Dr. Mackay is xio novice at description ; hence his pic-
tures of the New.World scenery is grand and striking. Niagara,
of which so much has been written, was never so distinctly brought
to our mind’s eye as by Dr. Mackay’s description. And so it is
with all he touches. T'he chapter devoted to the firemen of New
York originally appeared in the Jilustrated London News, but it is
so well worth quoting, that we shall make no apology for repro-
ducing it here. 'The doctor tells ns:—

“Whatever the Americans are proud of—whatever they consider to
he a pecnliarly good, useful, brilliant, or characteristic of themselves or
their climate—they designate, half in jest, though scarcely half in
earnest, as an ‘institution.” Thus, the memoryof General Washington
—or ¢ Saint’ Washington, as he might be called, considering the homage
paid o him—is an institubion. The Falls of Niagara arve an institution ;
the Plymonth Rock, on which the Pilgrim Fathers first set foot, is an
institution, as much so as the Blarney Stone in Irelwnd, to which au
eloquent Irish owator, at a public dinner, compared it, mmnid great
applause, by affirming that ¢ the Plymouth Reck was the Blarney Stone
of New England.” ¢ Sweet potatoes’ are an institution, and pumpkin
(or punkin) pie is an institution ; eanvas-hack ducks are an institution ;
squash is an instibution ; Bunker’s Hill is an institution; and the five-
men of New York, o great institution.

“The five system, in nearly all the principal cities of the Union, is a
peculiarity of American life. Nothing like it exists in any European
community. As yeb the city of Boston appears to be the only one that
has had the sense and the courage to organize the fire brigades on a
Lealthier plan, and bring their under the direct guidance and control of
the municipality. Everywhere else the firemen are a power in the
State, wiclding considerable political influence, and uncontrolled by any
authority but such as they elect by their own free votes. They are
formidable Dby their nunbers, dangerous by their organization, and in
many cities are principally composed of young men, at the most reckless
and excitable age of life, who glory in a five as soldiers do in a battle,
and who are quite as ready to fight with theiv fellow creatures as with
the fire which it is more especially their province to subdue. In New
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and other large cities the fire service is
entirely voluntary, and is rendered for ‘the love of the thing,’ or for
‘the fun of the thing, whichever it may be. The motto of one fire
company at New Yok, inseribed on their banner, is,

¢ Firemen with pleasuve,
Soldiers at leisure'—

a couplet which characterises the whole spirit of their organization.
The firemen are mostly youths engaged during the day in various
handicrafts and mechanical trades, with a sprinkling of clerks and
shopmen. In New York each candidate for admission into the force
must be balloted for, like o member of the London clubs. If elected,
he has to serve for five years, during which he is exempt from jury
and militia duty. The firemen elect their own superintendents and
other officers by ballot, as they were themselves elected, and are
divided into engine companies, hook and ladder companies, and hose
companies. The engine and accessories are provided by the muniei-
pality ; but the firemen are seldom contented with them in the useful,
but unadorned state in which they receive them, but lavish upon them
an amount of ornament, in the shape of painted panels, silver plating,
and other finery, more than sufficient to prove their liberality and the
pride they take in their business. The service i3 entirely voluntary and
gratuitous, having no advantages to recommend it but those of ex-
emption from the jury and the militia, and leads those who devote
themselyes to it not only into great hardship and imminent danger, but
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into an amount of expenditurc which is not the least surprising part of
the ‘institution’ The men—or ‘hoys,’ as they arc more commonly
called—not only buy their own costume and accoutrements, and spend
large sums in the ornamentation of their favourite engines, or hydrants,
as already mientioned, hut in the furnishing of their bunk rooms and
parlours at the fire stations. The bunk or sleeping rooms, in which the
unmarried, and sometimes the married, members pass the night, to be
veady for duty on the first alom for fire, are plainly and comfortably
farnished ; hut the parlours are fitted up with a degree of Iuxury equal
to that of the public rooms of the most celebrated hotels. At one of
tlYle central stabions, which T visited in company with an editor of a
]\‘ ow l'or k_journal, the walls were hung with portraits of Washington,
Tranklin, Jefferson, Mason, and other founders of the Republie; the
floor was covered with velvet pile carpeting, a noble chandelier hung
'fl"om the centre, the crimson curtains were rich and heavy, while the
sideboard was spread with silver claret-jugs and pieces of plate pre-
sented by citizens whose houses and property had been preserved from
fire by the exertions of the brigade, or by the fire companies of other
citics, in “testimony of their admiration for some partieular aet of
gallantry or heroism which the newspapers had recorded.”

Dr. Mackay also devotes a chapter to Americanisms, which
throw some curious lights on the mutation of language. Tt
must not be forgotten that the Puritan element had great and
unbounded influence in the early days of American colonization,
and we accordingly find such words as * platform™ and * exer-
cised” in_common use, as, for example, “Ax, was much
exercised by an attack on him in a newspaper.” Some words in
use amongst us have had a characteristic impression made on them
which alters the signification, such as ¢ clever,” which is intended
Ep mean amiable, and “amiable™ to mean stupid; but why
q"tlun-s}imned.” means stingy, we are at a loss to aceount.
There is a vigorous puritanical twang with *“whole souled,”
such as we occasionally meet with in the writings of the elder
Puritans, Thomas Becon, and others. They have also a wordy
coinage of their own which, if not alway elegant, is often ex-
pressive—thus to ‘“*make a splurge " to honey-fugle "—* to
lobhy "—the *real grit"—to ““foot a bill "—are phrases which
almost explain themselves, while ¢ go-a-headitive” ‘and ** declen-
sion”—a declension to a ball—are nothing but clumsy solecisms.

Although everyone who has read the Knickerbocker Magazine
must know the history of * Bunkum,” yet we hope it may be new
to others, as well as that of the term “ Bogus,” Dr. Mackay
gives the following derivations :— ) |

« Buncombe, or Bualum.—A. diffuse and angry orator having made a

somewhat irvational and very unnecessary speech in the House of Re-

presentatives ab Washington, where nobody thought it worth while to
contradiet him, was afterwards asked by a friend who et him in
Pennsylvania Avenue why he had made such a display. ‘I was not
speaking to the house,’ he replied; ‘I was speaking to Buncombe —a
county or district by the majority of whose votes he had heen cleeted.
Hence Buncombe, or Binkwm, hag beeome » phrase in Ameriea—and to
some extent in Epgland also—to cxpress that extra purliamentary
oratory which appeals to the passions or prejudices of the outside people,
or sections of the people, and not te the reason and sound sense of a
deliberative assembly.

Bogus, false, or sham; said to be derived from the nawe of a man
notorious for issuing countevfeit notes. Henee ‘ hogus’ nows, a bogus’
meeting, a ‘ hogus' baby, a * hogus® senator, a * bogus’ convention,” °

A ““ dough-face™ is & man of no opinion, but who can he readily
kneaded into any that is found desirable. “To he wnder the
weather,” Is a very expressive phrase.  But the great puzzle, of
which the Americans are wonderfully proud, is, “a bunch of
sprouts,” and as Dr. Mackay tells his story well, we cannot do
Dbetter than let him enlighten us in his own words :—

“ An Englishman who had steamed down the Mississippi with a cap-
tain who was not ¢ clever’ in the American sense of the word, seeing on
his arrival at New Orleans, a great assembly of people ab the 1ovée,°:md
hearing a great disturbance, asked the captain what wis the matter.

“ ¢ Oh, nothing particular,’ said the captain.  © It's only Jones, an edi-
tor, who has quarrelled with Smith, another editor, and given him a
whole bunch of sprouts.’

¢ A bunch of sprouts ¥ inguired the Englishman.

‘¢ Yes, a bunch of sprouts,” said the captain,

“ ¢ And what 45 a bunch of sprouts ¥ inguired John Bull, hewildered.

i( ¢ Don't: you know? rejoined the captain.

) : %don’t,’ said John Bull.

Then wore fool you,” was the veply, en giving which the captain
turne‘d upon his heel, and walked away.
. The Englishman,not altogether discouraged, applied to the clerk for
information,

# ¢ O, editors ave always quarrelling here,’ he replied,
editor who has given another a bunch of sprouts.”

¢ ¢ But what 45 o bunch of sprouts ¥

« ¢ Don’t you kunow ?

“iNot 1’

¢ It is but one

“ ¢ Why, what a fool you must be.’

« e story is that the Englishman asks the same question since that
day, no one knows how many years ago, of thousands of people, but never
obtains an answer; that the idea has taken entire possession of his mind,
and that he is wandering over the United States asking cvery one he
meets, < What is a bunch of sprouts ¥ Receiving no sabisfactory reply,
he hurries on from place to place, and from person to person, worn to a
skeleton, the mere shadow of & man—a kind of Flying Dutchman—a
spectral presence—a wandering Jew—asking the old, cternal question,
never to he answered on this side the grave, ¢ What is a “ huneh of
sprouts 777 Should this unhappy citizen of our fortunate isles ever read
these pages, the spell that is upon him will be broken, and he will learn
that a ¢ bunch of sprouts’ is a slang expression for the whole discharge
of a revolver, barrel after barrel.”

Dr. Mackay has dealt largely with the Western and Southern
States, and familiar as we all are with the great system of river
navigation in them—knowing, as we do, that there are great citics
daily growing up on the confines of wnexplored and primeval
forests, and the slavery, the swamps, and the unhealthy luxuri-
ance of those parts—he has yet contrived to render them a study
of interest to us.  Cineinnati has been long known to Englishmen
by name, and a name which we have all felt very much puzzled
to account for, but after the clear description our author has given
us we shall not so casily forget it, as a vast manufacturing eity
covered with a black mantle of coal smoke, like Lceds or Man.
chester, but not like them, producing cotton or woollen goods, but
Catawba champagne and pickled pork. The champagne is made
from the produce of a Mr. Longworthy's vineyards, which now,
after years of exertion, rivalmany of the vine grounds of Europe,
The pork is turned out by machinery, properly slaughtered
and salted; and “*so plentiful are swine in Ohio, so much more
plentiful and cheaper than coal, that ere now pork has been burned
instead of fucl, to keep up the fires of the steamboats on the
Ohio.”

We are not about to follow Dr. Mackay down the DMississippi,
cither in prose or verse—for the doctor writes it both ways—as
we wish our readers to consult the ook for themselves, but we
feel so strongly interested with his pictures of New Orleans, that
we cannot resist the temptation of an extract :—

“The most prominent public building in New Orleans is the St.
Charles Flotel, an edifice somewhat in the style and appearance of the
palace of the King of the Belgians, ab Brussels. During the tweive days
that our parby remained under its hospitable roof it contained from
seven hundred to seven hundred and fifty guests; and its grand entrance
hall, where the gentlemen congregate from nine in the morning till
eleven or twelve at night, to read the newspapers, to smoke, to chew,
and, let me add, to spit, presenteda scene of bustle and animation which
can be comparced to nothing hut the Bourse at Paris durving the full tide
of business, when the ayiolenrs and the agens de change roar, and soremn,
and gesticulate like maniaes. The southern planters, and their wives
and daughters, eseaping from the monotony of their cotton and sugar
plantations, come down to New Orleans in the early spring, and, as pri-
vate lodgings ave not to he had, they throng to the St. Louis and the St.
Charles hotels, but prineipally to the St. Charles, where they lead a life
of constant publicity and gaiety, and endeavour to make themsclves
amends for the seclusion and weariness of winter. As many as a hundred
Iadies (to say nothing of the gentlemen) sit down together at hrealkfast
——the majovity of them infull dress asfor an evening party, and arrayed
in the full splendowr Doth of their charms and of their jewellery,
Dinner is hut a repetition of the same hrillianey, only that the ladies are
still more gorgeously and claborately drvessed, and make a still greater
display of pearls and diamonds. Alter dinner the drawing rooms offer
a scene to which no city in the world affords a pavallel. It is the very
court of Queen Mab, whose cowrtiers ave some of the fairest, wealthicst,
and most beautiful of the danghters of the south, mingling in true
Republican cquality with the chance wayfarers, gentle ov simple, well-
dressed or 1-dressed, clean or dirty, who can pay for a nightly lodging
or a day’s board at this inighty caravanseral.

8o much for the indoor life of New Orleans, Its outdoor life is scen
to the greatest advantage on the levée, where steamboats unloading
their vieh freights of cotbon, sugar, and molasses from Mississippi,
Arkanzas, and Tennessee, and of pork, flour, corn, and whisky, from
the upper and inland regions of Missourd, Illinois, Ohio, and Kentucky,
Present a panorama that may be excelled in Kurope for bustle and life,
bub not for picturesquencss. The viver can scaveely be seen for the
crowd of steamboats and of shipping that stretch along the levée for
miles; and the levée itself is covered with hales of cotton, and other
produce, which hundreds of negrocs, singing at their work, with here
and there an Irishman among them, are busily engaged in rolling from
the steamers and depositing in the pliwces set apart for each consignec.
These places are distinguished one fromn the other by the little flags
stuck upon them-—flags of all colours and wmixtures of colours and
patterns; and here the goods remain in the open air, unprotected, until
it pleases the consignees to remove them. New Orleans would seen, at
first glanee, to averflow with wealth to such an extent as to have no
room fur storage, The street pavements actually du service for ware:
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houses, and are cumbered with barrels of salt, corn, flour, and molasses,
and bales of cotton, to such an extent as to impede the traffic, and justify
the belief that the police must oither be very numerous and efficient, or
the population very honestly disposed. The docks of Liverpool are busy
cnough, but there is no life or animation at Liverpool at all equal to
those which may be scen ab the levde in the ¢Crescent City.” 'T'he fine
open space, the clear atmosphere, the joyousness and alacrity of the
negroes, the countless throngs of people, the forests of funnels and
masts, the plethora of cotton and corn, the roar of arriving and depart-
ing steamboats, and the deeper and more constant roar of the multitude,
all combine to impress the imagination with visions of wealth, power,
and dominion, and to make the levée as attractive to the philosopher as
it must be to the merchant and man of business,” .

Dr. Mackay tells us that the Americans are not an irreverent
people, and he instances their feelings towards Washington in the
tollowing passage :—

¢ In natural beauty the Potomac is rich, but there is no place of any
historic or even lsgendary interest on its banks bebween Agnia Creek
and the capital, except one; but to every traveller, whatever his nation,
that one is the most interesting spot in the United States. But nteresi-
ing is too weak a word to express the feeling with which it is regarded
by all the citizens of the great republic, young or old, male or female.
It is their Mecca and their Jerusalem-—hallowed ground, consecrated to
all hearts by the remembrance of their great hero and patriot—the only
one whom all Americans consent to honour and revere, and whom +o
disparage even by a breath, is in their estimation a crime only second to
blasphemy and parricide. Mount Vernon, the home and tomb of
George Washington, is the sacred spot of the North American continent,
whither pilgrims repair, and on passing which each steamboat solemnly
tolls a bell, and every passenger uncovers his head, in expression of the
national reverence. Our boat did not stop to allow us to visit the place
—a cirecumstance which I have since much regretted, as I never had
another opportunity ; but in the summer season, when travellers ave
more numerous, sufficient time is usually allowed for the purpose on the
downward trip from Washington. But the bell on the upper deck tolled
its requiem for the departed ; and captain, crew, and passengers took off
their hats and remained uncovered until Mount Vernon was left behind,
and the home and grave of the hero were hidden from sight among their
embowering verdure,”

From every part of these two volumes of Life and Liberty in
America, we gather expressions of liking for the people and their
country. The only subjects which strike our author disagreeably
are the ““ institutions” of slavery, tobacco chewing, and its consc-
quent expectoration ; the draughty, uncomfortable railway cars,
with their anthracite stoves, and the monstrous extortions prac-
tised by their hackney coachmen. In all else Dr. Mackay writes
i an appreciative and genial humour with America and the
Americans; and as his reeeption was flattering, so we hope the
entertaining volumes he has penned will he as agrecable to our
cousins on the other side the Atlantic as they are to us on this
side, and prove that to a traveller who inguires for himself, and
not like Captain Basil all, who visited America thoroughly
prejudiced, that thosc children of the same common mother, who
we ought to regard as brothers, are in no way hehind the old
country in the arts of peace and civilization.

'

NOTES ON LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND ART.

Turs day (Saturday), September 3rd, a private view of tho Liverpool
Society of Arts will be held. We hear hat, in addition to works by
M.essrs. Duncan, Gavin, Herring, and other native artists, the exhibition
will include several examples of the Dusseldorf school, two by Leu, one
by Achenbach, and about twenty others ; together with works frowm
other Continental gehools, Paris, Belgium, and Bremen.

A story by M. Charles Dickens, which has been long talked of, has ab
‘ll‘mgth made its appearance in the New Yorks ZLedger. It is called
¢ Hunted Down," and is intended for an illustration of life assurance.
The American eritics Qo nob seem much struek with its heautics. The
N ew- York newspapers positively announce that Mr. Dickens has engaged
if’ give aseries of readings in the principal American cities for a con-
sideration of £10,000. We believe it it true that an offer of this nature
ﬁ;‘:bzecil made to our illustrious countryman ; hut we are not aware
nr’;eri 18 aceepted 11:_; and we bf:hevc the amount named to be ex-

ba‘hz e.d, ftftcr the ordinary Amomc:}n custom. »
Ko arrangements for the meetmg:' of the British Association in
Tl iienll‘wx{; moni:,h e fast 1'e;wlung.: c?mpletion. The .Ncw Music
s llt’Jw 1-W 111011 the prmml.ml of the Association’s mectings will be held,
proseen; Ifleﬂ( y f.or the seating, and presen'ts a very ﬁuc appearance. tl‘hc
Collsort, %srml% he commenced‘ by His Royal Highness the Prince
“"Cﬂnegdze:;ermg an ac‘ldress in the new hall on the evening of
The‘ "y, 1e 14th of September.
4he cavtoons of Peter von Cornelius, from his earliest works to the

last, have heen placed together in the Berlin Academy, forming in
themselves an exhibition which will be shortly opened to the public,
These cartoons fill several lavge vooms of the Academical building.

In consequence of the approaching departure of the Right Hon,
James Wilson for India, he has heen compelled to decline the Treasurer-
ship of the Newspaper Press I'und, of which he still continues a Vice-
President, The right honourable gentleman has expressed a hope that
on his veturn to Iingland, five years hence, he may find the fund a
thriving instibution. David Cato Macrae, Tsq., barrister-at-law, has
been elected Treasurcr of the fund.

The Sigele, speaking of the prizes proclaimed at the annual sitting of
the French Academy, says:—“M. Gilbert, who received a prize two
years ago for a remarkable eulogium on Vauvenargues, obtains this year
the prize for one on Regnard. M. Gilbert is the young man whose
romentic marriage was at one moment a subject of conversation.
Although a poor teacher, and the son of a workman, he married the
wealthy Madlle. Schneider, whose brether he had educated. The prize for
poetry has been carried off, against a hundred and forty competitors, by a
young woman of tweuty-five, a child of the people, a teacher, living on the
produce of her lessons in the midst of her family of arfisans. She has
written a charming piece of poetry, full of simplicity and devoid of all
declamation. It is M. Légouvé who is charged to read these two prize
works. The name of the young woman is Madlle. Ernestine Drouct ; sho
was pupil of Beranger, who took great pains with her, and ab the age of
eighteen she obtained the diplonia of superior instruetion.

The Council of Legal\E' ucation have issued a number of rules for the
public examination of students in Michaelmas term, 1859. The mode of
conducting the examinations is set forth, but these do not differ mate-
rially fram the rules heretofore in force. The examination is to cowm-
mence on Satuvday, the 29th of October, and will be continued on the
Monday and Tuesday following, It will be divided very much as here-
tofore. The list of books and authorities with which the examinants
are expected to be acquainted is also given.

Lord Brougham is at present staying at Tynemouth, enjoying tho
fresh breezes of the NorthSea. It is the intention of several of the
mechanics' institutes and working men’s institutes on the Tyno to pre-
sent addressos to his lordship. .

Seculpture (says the Atkencum) is at last secure of a home in England.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners for the Exhibition of 1851, and the Horti-
cultural Society have finally agreed ; and the works at Kensington will
be proceeded with as soon as the money is subseribed. Of this there is
little doubt. The Council of the Horticultural Society, at their last
mecting, accepted the terms as altered by Her Majesty’s Commissioners
to meet the views expressed at the general meeting of the society. Tn
our opinion, from what we have heard of the details, the agreement is
liberal and fair to both pavties, and such as becomes two important
Institutions acting in conjunction for a great purpose. Nearly 4,000
foet of heautiful arcades will form a noble palace for sculpture (and
[reseoes), and a noble adornment for the garden,—the greater part open
and the rest glazed, and offering both a pleasant and instructive pro-
menade at all seasons. It is o design that the metropolis may be proud
of. The people of England may he proud of it, for no shilling in aid will
be asked from Government. Of this voluntary aid of £50,000 (in addi-
tion to the £50,000 agreed to be expended by the Commissioners on the
arcades) there is no doubt. Already the Council have received notice
of munificent donations from Her Majesty and the Prince Consort, and
of the Prince of Wales, and the younger branches of the Royal Iamily
becoming life members,—and two hundred and thirty other ladies and
gentlemen have put down their names, and the names of their children,
as life subscribers, and have also subscribed for debenbures vavious suins,
amounting together to above £20,000 ; so that with donations, lifc
members, and dehentures, there is already promised above £28,000.

Mr, Laurence Oliphant is expected to deliver a lecture, on China and
Japan, in Dunfermline, about the end of October, a subject on which,
from his opportunities as private secretary to Lovd Elgin, he I8 pecu-
Harly qualified to instruct his hearers.

The library of the late Baron de Humboldt, bequeathed by him to his
ol valet, has been purchased for 40,000 thalers, the Vienna journals
state, by Tord Bloomfield, minister of Fngland at Berlin.

Mr. Robert Ceorge Wyndham Herbert, B.C.L., Fellow of All Souls
(late of Balliol College), barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple, has been
appointed secretary to Sir Geo. Ferguson Bowen, K.C.M.G., governor of
Queensland, Moreton Bay. Mr. Herbert, in 1851, obtained the Hertford
scholarship, “Tor the Fucouragement of Latin Litevature;” in 1852, the
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Ireland scholavship, © For the Promotion of Classical Learning and
Taste ;” in the same year, the Chancellor’s prize for Latin verse, ¢ Avium
migrationes;” and, in 1854, the Eldon law scholarship.

The Builder says that the Dublin National Gallery is proceeding,
being now more than half up, and first floor of joists laid. It will be
connected with the Royal Dublin Society’s house by a Covinthian colon-
nade of quadrant form, and similar to that uniting the corresponding
wing of the Museum, with the exception that the screen wall between
the pillars will be owmitted. Without referring tothe merits of these new
buildings, the Royal Dublin Society’s premises will surely be rendered
more architecturally important by their erection, and that body will
have no reason to regret their concession of the site of the 1853 Indus-

trial Exhibition. Messrs. Cockburn arve the contractors, and the iron.

girders, &c., are being supplied from the Oxman Town foundry, Mr, W.
Turner, proprietor. :

The monument to Agnes Burns, eldest sister to Robert Burns, has
been erected in St Nicholas churchyard, Dundalk, where the mortal
remains of the poet’s favourite sister are interved. The monument has
a very chaste and characteristic effect. About £70 was contributed by
the inhabitants of Dundalk and its vicinity towards the erection of the
monument,

It is stated that busts of Cicero and Agrippina and a statue of Apollo,
all in bronze, were found a few days ago in removing some eavth for a
road near Pompeii, and were placed in the Museum at Naples.

"The exhibition of the works of living artists, which was to have taken .

place in the Museum at Naples in June last, has heen fixed for the Ist
September next.
The Lombardiv announces that King Victor Emmanuel has directed

the minister of his household to entrust to two Lombard avtists the exe-
cution of two paintings, one representing the battle of Solferino, and the -

other the taking of San Martine, an episode of the same battle in which

the Piedmontese, who formed the left wing of the allied avmy, weve the -

sole actors. His majesty has also signified his pleasure that a Lombard
seulptor be commissioned to execute a marble monument recording the
heroic defence of the city of Brescia against the Austrian troops in 1849,
The cost of all these works of art is to be defrayed by the privy purse.

Some people will be surprised to hear, not that Leigh Funt is dead, .|
but that he only died on Sunday last. He had scavcely exeeeded theage

allotted to man (he was in his seventy-fifth year), and yet, to almost all
but an inner eircle of friends, he was one of a generation long since passed
away. Hazlitt, Lamb, Shelley, Byron—these are the names with which
the name of Leigh Flunt will ever be associated. He has outlived them all,
Some of them perished in early youth, and he, their friend, has lived to
see the judgment of posterity passed on those whom he kuew in the

intimate intercourse of every-day life. Leigh Hunt played a conspicuous -

purt during a stormy period in our political history. Whatever differ-
ences of opinion may separate between him and us, no English journalizt
can ever forget what he once suffered for that freedom of the press

which, partly through his exertions, ix now one of the brightest features

in the British constitution, and the proudest boast of ¥nglishmen. If
we do not agree with his political opinions, we eannot but thank the
man who stood forward as a champion of a free press in days when the
liberty of writing was scarcely understood even in this country. Leigh
Hunt has outlived all the opposition he once encountered, and those
who only knew him in later years, found it hard to realize in that genial,
venerable old man, full of pleasant anecdote, the uncompromising parti-
san who defied a government fitty years ago. And yet he kept working
on to the last—working with all the fire and energy of youth ; for no
one who read his last ¢ Occasional” in the Spectator of Saturday,
August 20th, a week before his death, would have believed that the
hand that penned it would so soon be cold in death. He is now gone
from us for ever, and almost the last link is severed which united us
with the writers, wits, and poets of the early part of this century. A
more kindly, more loving, more sympathising nature was never known
than his, and his death has left a blank which it will be diffienlt indeed
to fill,

PrESENTATION.—We have just had submitted to our notice a very
choice specimen of artistic workmanship, in the shape of a presentation
cup, the work of Bro. Wyon, of most graceful proportion, with grapes
and foliage clustering about, chased up with all the cave of a Benvenuto
Celhn} ; 1t stands upon a black marble cube adorned with monograms,
The inscription bears the names of two brethren known by almost
everybody, it‘ is this— An expression of personal esteemr from W,
Cul]}pbell Sleigh to John Mott Thearle, 1859.” The first we veed not
remind our readers is the eminent eriminal lawyer, and the second onr
esteemed brother, the Masonic jeweller of Fleet-stveet,

Poetry,

SIR MARMADUKE POLE.
BY WILLIAM ALLINGHAM.

SR Mardpuxk PoLk was a sturdy old kuight,

Who in war and in peace had done every man vight;

He lived with his neighbours in loving accord,

Save the Abbot and Monks, whom he fiercely abhorr’d,
This rough old Sir Marmaduke Pole.

He sat like a king in his old castle hall,

With guests round his table, and servants at call;

He whoop'd to the falcon, he hunted the deer,—

If down by the Abbey, his comrades could hear
A growl from Sir Marmaduke Pole.

Now Sir Marmaduke lay on his leave-taking bed ;
And he smiled on the mourners, and tranquilly said,
T can trust my poor soul o the Lord God of Heaven,
Though living unpriested, and dying nushrivn ;

Say goodbye to old Marmaduke Pole.”

But his lady and others do sorely repine

He thus should decease like an ox or a swine.

A message in haste to the Abbey they send ;

Ifor there’s frost on the tongue, and the arm cannot bend,
Of sturdy Sir Marmaduke Pole.

Says my Lady, © Too long have I yielded my mind.”

Says Richard, “ To go with the world I'm inclined.”

“ O Mother of Mercy !” sobs Jane his youug spouse,

“ (O Saviour, thon wert not disown'd in this house !”
And she prays for Sir Marmaduke Pole.

Good Abbot Ambrosius forgets every wrong,

And speeds to the gate which repell’d him so long.

The stair (“ Pax vobiscum ™) is strange to his tread.

He puts everyone forth. There’s no voice from the bed
Of quiet Sir Marmaduke Pole.

Again the door opens ; they enter the place,
Pale, rigid, and stevn, lies the well belov'd face.
“The Church, through Ctod’s mercy and blessed Saint John,
Has received in her bosom a penitent son.”
So parted Siv Marmaduke Pole.
Who feasts with Siv Richard? Who shrives Lady Jane?
Whose mule to the Castle, jogs right without rein?
Our Abbey has moorland and meadowland wide,
Where, hawking and hunting, so proudly would ride
This headstrong Sir Marmaduke Pole,

In the chancel they buried Sir Marmaduke Pole ;

And sang many masses for good of his soul.

Amidst praying and chiming, and incense and flame,

His bones fell to dust, You may still read his name
In blurr'd letters,—Sir Marmaduke Pole.

REMEMBRANCE.
BY TAE LATE CHARLOTTE BRONTE.
Corp in the earth and deep snow piled above thee,
TFar, far removed, cold in the dreary grave !
Have I forgot, my only love, to love thee,
Severed afi last by T'ime’s all severing wave.
Now, when alone my thoughts no longer hover
Over the mountaings on that northern shorve,
Resting their wings where heath and fern-leaves cover
Thy noble heart for ever, ever more.
Cold in the earth, and fifteen wild Decembers
From those brown hills have melted into spring :
Faithfal, indeed, the spirit that remembers
After such years of change and suffering !
Sweet love of youth, forgive if I forget thee,
While the world's tide is bearing me along;
Other desires and other hopes beset me,
Hopes whieh obscure, but cannot do thee wrong.

No later light has lightened up my heaven,
No second morn has ever shone for me ;
All my life's bliss from thy dear life given—
All my life’s bliss is in the grave with thee.
But when the days of golden dreams had perished,
And cv'n despair was powerless to destroy ;
Then did I lewn existencecould be cherished,
srengthened and fed without the aid of joy.

Then did T check the tears of useless passion—
Weaned my young soul from yearning after thine ;
Sternly denicd its burning wish to hasten
Down {o that towb already more than mine,
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And even yet I dare not let it languish,—
Dare not indulge in memory’s rapturous pain ;
Once drinking deep of that divinest anguish,
How could I seek the empty world again 2

MORNING.
MorNwve clouds are fleecy and white,
Drifting freshly o’er the valley.
Trees are swaying,
Winds are playing,
Musically, musically,
In the brauches, to and fro.
Alry light,
Bending low
To the rillebat my feet,
Life is sweeb !

Merrily, merrily,
Bright birds, sing ye,
Mid the green of emerald buds :
How the ringing
Of your wild singing
Echoes, echoes in the woods !
And the tinkling music swells
From the silver-toned sheep-bells,
Chiming and climbing
Up the golden dells.
Rillet fleet,
Kissing my feet,
Life is sweet !

ON A VILLAGE CHURCH NEAR THE SEA.
BY T. MITCHELL.
T1ME-HONOURED Dile, relic of former days,
Within whose walls our ancestors of yore
Their fervent prayers to Heav'n were wont to raise,
And the great Saviour of mankind adore.
Would that some mightier, holier harp than mine,
‘Were tuned in honour of thy ancient shrine !

Who, as he gazes on thy tower proud,
And rapturously walks thy walls avound,
Would not draw contrast ‘twixt the busy crowd,
And the tranquillity of holy ground ?
Who would not say, in some such spot may I,
When this short life is ended, peaceful lic?

DREAMS.
Dreads are bub interludes which faney makes;
When monarch reason sleeps, this mimic walkes :
Compounds a medley of digjointed things,
A court of cobblers and a mob of kings,
Light fumes are merry, grosser fumes are sad,
Both o’er the reasonable soul run mad ;
And many monstrous forms in sleep we ee,
That neither were, nor are, nor e’er can be.
Someties forgotten things long cast behind,
Rush forward in the brain, and come to mind ;
"The nurse’s legends arc for truths veceived,
And the man dreams but what the boy believed.
Sometimes we but rehearsed a former play.
The night restores our actions done by day;
As hounds in sleep will open for their prey.
In short, the farce of dreams is of a picce,
Chimeras all, and more absurd or less.

Lk Huwr,

SE MONICA TI FATL

. you become « nun, dear,

A friar T will be;
In any cell you ruu, dear.

Pray look behind for me.
"The rose, of course, twns pale, too;
The doves all take the veil, too;

The blind will sec the show.
What ! you become & nun, my dear!

I'll not believe it—no!

It you beeome a nun, dear,
The bishop Love will be;
The Cupids every one, dear,
Will chant, “ We trust in thee;”
The incense will go sighing,
The candles fall a dying,
‘The water turn to wine.
What! you go take the vows, my dear!
You may—but they’ll be mine,
, Leigy Huxt,

CORRESPONDENCE,
SRS aemesm
[Tur Eprrox does nol hold himself vesponsible for cwy opinions
enlertained by Correspondents.]
THE PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF WILTSHIRE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

S1i AND Brorneg,—On perusing your excellent publication of

the 27th instant, T saw thereport of the meeting of the Provineial
Graud Lodge of Wiltshire, at Chippenhawm, on_ the 23rd instant ;
and, among other matters, the account of my calling the attention
of the Provincial Grand Lodge to the rule in the Book of Con-
stitutions, at page 49, ““That the Provincial Grand Officers must
all be resident in the provinee, and subscribing members of some
Lodge thercin; but the Most Worshipful Grand Master may
grant a dispensation for non-residence. A fec of two guineas for
Grand Wardens, and one guinea for any subordinate officer,
shall be paid to the general fund of charity for such dispensation.”
I think 1t will be apparent to all persons and brethren who can
read plain English that no one has a right to provincial rank
unless he resides in the province, or unless there is such dis-
pensation granted by the Most Worshipful Grand Master for
non-residence, and, before any non-resident is appointed, such
dispensation should be read in open Lodge, and a minute thereof
made in the Secretary’s book\., At least, such is the course usually
adopted, as I have been informed by many old aud very ex-
perienced Masons. It was-attempted to be shown that the Right
Worshipful Provincial Grand Master had the power of granting
such dispensation. But, supposing that to be the case, have ever
any such dispensations been granted? TPerhaps some old and
experienced Masons will have the kindness to inform their
younger brethren how in this matter the law should be inter-
preted.
: I think that Bro. White—the Somerset member who thought
severely to rebuke me for making the observations I did, in
accusing me of doing the same thing in an adjoining province to
which 1 objected in Wiltshive—should have taken care to let
some of his rebuke be a correct statement of the facts. My
answer to his rebuke is, that Col. Tynte did me the honour to
give me the right to wear the Somerset purple in the year 1843
or 1844, about eleven ycars before the rule I referred to found its
way into_the Book of Constitutions, which I believe was in the
year 1855.  And thereby hangs a tale—how did it get there?

I beg to repeat what L stated in Grand Lodge—that I had no
personal or vindictive motive in making the observation I did
against the Somerset brethren, for whom I entertain the highest
respect, being myself a Somersetshire man, and having been
initiated in that province. I was only anxious that charity should
have its duce, and, in order that no one should be dammified by
what I said, I abstained purposely from mentioning the matter
until all the officers had been appointed.

I am, Sir, yours fraternally,
J. W. Browxr,
L. Prov. G.S.W. of Wiltshire, M.1.Z. No. £33.

Swindon, Adugust 30, 1859.

[The Iaw was brought forward by Bro. Dobic, when President
of the Board of General Purposcs, and has been continually
violated. Indeed, it would be worth while for some brother to
move for a return of the number of dispensations applied for
and granted. We never heard of more than one dispensation
being applied for, and that was refused.—EDn.]

THE MARK MASTERS JEWRL.

10 TIE EDITOR 01 PHE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIHROR.

Drar Sir axp Brorurr,—Where is the linc of demarcation?
L appealed to you as being of excellent authority in matters of
Masonic jurisprudence, contending that in the Craft Lodge such
jewel should not be worn but at a banquet held in another apart-
ment, or even in the same room if all Lodge business was over
and all matters placed where the cye of curiosity conld not dive—
and find, that such or any other jewel might be borne at the plea-
sure of the wearer. You replied that it was not so, but added
that the Vietoria Cross, or other medal, might be worn in Grand
Lodge—recollecting, doubtless, what ILR.EH. the last G.DL wore
there.

It the Mark Master's jewel 15 not to be worn at a banquet,
what think you of the banqueting room of a celebrated Lodge,
decorated with emblems of the Rose Croix, the wallskbearing
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many shields of Tewplars, with horns of Foresters, and a large
engraving, handsomely framned, respecting the Order of Foresters,
hung in the centre place of the wall opposite the fire place.
Minute books of two Craft Lodges and Mark DMaster’s Lodge
mixed, open for the inspection of any who might walk up the
stairs and enter the silent Lodge room—vith working tools and
tracing board displayed?

Where is the schoolmaster? Do send him to those naughty
boys, and tell him to transfer the horns and tableaux to some
other and more fitting place than amongst Holy Templars and
Knights of the Rose Croix—and do tell us where is the line of
demarcation.

Yours most truly,

20th ddugust, 1859. R.EX

APPOINTMENT OF GRAND OFFICERS.
*0 TOE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASORIC MIRROR.

DEar Sn: axp Brorper,—Grand Lodge has lately created a
new Grand Office, viz., that of Assistant Grand Pursuivant, to
which I presume the M.VV. Grand Master will appoint at our
cusning Grand Lodge. It is thus acknowledged that in Grand
Lodge alone resides the power of creating new Grand Offices.
For the last few years, however, the Grand Master has annually
appointed an Assistant Grand Secretary and given him rank
before the Grand Organist, and I am informed that Grand Lodge
uever having created that office, the appointment, consequently, is
illegal. It appears for the first time in the cdition of the Book of
Constitutions published in 1855, and as the former cdition was
published only two years previous, it is evidently during that
period that the M.V, Grand Master made the first appointment,
:g)d yet during that period the office was certainly not created by
Grand Lodge. Such heing the case, if the office is neeessary
would it not be better for the Board of General Purposes at once
to recommend Girand Lodge to Jegalize it ?

Bre I close this Ietter I will allade to another subjeet that
requires attention.  In your account of the Masonic scrvices of
thg Grand Officers for this year, you state that the S.G.VV. Lord
deTabley is about to talke the Junior Warden’s chair of the Lodge
of Unity, No. 403, Crewe., Now is it not a pity that after a slun-
ber of morc than a quarter of a century, his newly awakened
Masanic zeal should have been stopped by the head of our Order,
for the Book of Constitutions states that the Grand Wardens
cannot act as Wardens of' a private Lodge. Now, pray inform the
Craft of the utility of that law when they are allowed to fill the
far more important office of W.M. Would it not be far better to
sulgstltptc for it the law relating to Provincial Grand Wardens,
which is as follows :—*“ No brother can be appointed a Provineial
(‘11‘:§31(1}}’ arden unless he be the Master or Past Master of a Lodge,
&e.” “The two laws are certainly at variance, and onc of them
ought to be repealed—which of the two might, I think, he left to
the common sense of Grand Lodge.

Lam, dear Sir and Brother, yours fraternaily,
12

B
THE MASONIC MIRROR.

MASONIC MEMS.
Tui Mount Sinai Chapter of Instraction will hold buciy firsk convoca-
tion for the season at the Red Horse Tavern, OId Bond Street, on

Saburday, September 3rd, ab eight o'clock, and will continue to mect
cvery sSaturdny during the winter season,

Tie Albion Lodge of Instruction (Nu. ) will veswme its labours for
ﬂlc winter season on Saturday, Sepiember 3rd, at seven velock, at Bro.
John Gurton's, Red Horse Tavern, Old Boud Street,

GRAND LODGE.

The following is the detailed programme of the husiness to be
transacted on Wednesday, September 7th, 1859 :—

The minutes of the Quarterly Communication of the Ist of June,
and of an especial Grand Lodge held on the 25vd of June, will be read,
and respectively put for confirnation.

The report of the Board of Benevolence for the last guarter, in which
are recommendations for grants to

Bro. Noah Wardle, of Lodge No. 491, Marple, for....oo.on L30
Bro. William D, Laws, of Lodgs No. 95, Sungdlerland, for,.. £30

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GENERAL PURPOSES.

The Board of General Purposes beg to report that on the 15th of
March last, on the complaint of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master
for Sussex, they caused a sumuions o be issued to Bro. Thomas Heward,
of the Mariners’ Lodge, No. 878, at Littlehampton, to attend arnd
produce the warrant and books of the said Lodge; that, failing to
attend on the 19tk April, he was peremptorily summoned to attend ab
the next meeting of the Board; that on the 17th May he again failed
to attend, but forwarded a communication, praying for further delay,
which was granted ; that since then he has neither attended nor taken
auy notice of the communications of the Board, and the Board have,
therefore, felt it their duty to suspend him from all Masonic functions,
and now report the same to the Grand Lodge.

The Board also report that it has been brought under their noticc by
the M.W. Grand Master that the members of certain Provincial Lodges
are in the habit of wearing embroidered on their aprons other emblems
than those sanctioned by the Book of Constitutions, The Board have
directed a communication to be made to the Provineial Grand Master of
the provinee, directing his attention to the circumstances, and requesting
him to take the necessary steps for the discontinuance of a practice
which is in violation of the law (p. 118).

The Board further report that they have received an application from
Messrs. Elkington & Co., the lessces of the tavern, requesting the grant
of a sum of money, to be expended in repairs of the great hall; thab
they have caused inquiry to be made under the authority of the Grand
Superintendent of Works, who reports that the repairs necessary may
be completed for a sum not excceding £275, and that competent
persons are ready to undertake the work. The Board, therefore, ve-
commend that the sanction of Grand Lodge be given for such outlay.

The Board also report that they have caused the organs in the great
hall and temple to be carvefully exaumined, and an estimate made of the
expense of putting them into an clicient state. The Board have reason
to believe that the cost will not exceed the sum of £70, and they,
therefore, recommend that they be authorized tv expend that amount,

Cowplaints having been made to the Board of the inconvenience to
which provincial brethren wmay be put by the late period at which the
Quarterly Communication papers are issued, they have made mrange-
ments by which, for the fubure, such papers will be printed and civ-
culated as speedily as possible after each Grand Lodge.

The Board have much pleasure in recommending that the following
Lodges, which have made the necessary returns, be removed from the
list of those which are summoned to show cause at the next mecting
of Chrand Lodge why they should not be erased, viz. :

Howard Lodge of Brotherly Love, No. 64, Arundel.
Derbyshire Lodge, No. 143, Longnor, Staffordshive.

St. David’s Lodge, No. 474, Milford,

Combermerce Lodge, No. 880, Liscard, Cheshire.

Peveril of the Peak Lodge, No. 940, New Mills, near Glossop.

Then follows the cash account.

(Signed) Joun Havinrg, President,

Lreemusons’ Fall, London, dugust 22, 1859,

WMETRORPOLITAN.

Hicu Crosy Lopen (No, 1056).—Tlhe second annual festival of this
Lodge took place at the Railway Hotel, Northumberland Park, Totten-
ham, on Iriday, the 26th ult., at three p.m., for the purpose of installing
the Woushipful Master clect, The Lodge was duly opened in the
first, second, and third degrees for passing and raising two brethren.
After which Bro. J, €. Willson was duly installed W.M. Bro. Dominy
was elected Treasurer, and the new W, M. appointed as his officers for the
ensuing year, Bros.T. W, Dominy, S.W.; J, Wright, J.W.; S. D. Potts,
See,; I Wilden, 8.D.; W, D, Smith, J.D.; Sells, L.¢. Bro. Bradley
was clected Tyler. Bro. S. D, Potts, P.M., duly invested the officers
with their respective colluy, and delivered a very impressive charge to
each on his duties to the Great Architect of the universe, the brethren,
and to this Lodge in particular.  The Lodge was then closed in due
form and solemn prayer.  The hrethren afterwards adjourned to the
pavilion in the pleasure garden to dinner. After which they proceeded
to the Lodge, where an excellent dessert awaited them, This Lodge,
being so delightfully situated at an ecasy distance from the City of
London, affords an agreeable trip to the ethren of the various Lodges,
who honour it with their presence as visitors. The dinner gave the
greatest satisfaction, The evening was spent in thab spirit of brotherly
love which ought ever to animate Frecmasons,

INSTRUCTION.

RNovarn Jusimee Lobee (No. 85).—At the weekly meeting of this
Lodge, on Sunday last, Bro. Ireland, W.M., worked the third ceremony
and lectures of the degree much to the edification of & numerous meet-
ing. It was proposed by Bro, Haydon, and seconded by Bro. Hoad, that
the swm of ten guineas from the funds be voted to the Royal Masonic
Institution for Boys, which was carried unanimiously ; in proposing this
vote, Bro. Haydon made somne observations on the inereased necessity of
alfording support to tlids eharity, in consequence of the governors having
resolved on admittivg the whele of the hoys juto the establishment in
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Lordship-lane, and which would entail a very considerable increase in
the expenditure of that establishment. By this donation the W.M. pro
/4’"1-( of the Lodge becomes a governor during the cxistence of the
Lodge.

PROVINCIAL

CHANNEL ISLANDS.

Jursey.—Lodge Lo Césarée (No. 860).—The usual monthly mecting
of this Lodge was held on Thursday, August 25th, under the presidency
of Bro. Schmitt, P.M., in the absence of the .., who was detained by
urgent domestic circumstances, bub nevertheless arrived in sime to close
M_w Lodge and to preside at the banquet. There was a large attendance
o't members, and among the visitors were the Rt Worshipful Prov.
Grand Master, Bro. JI. J. Haumnond ; Bro. Pevcival, S.W., of the Scicn-
‘YIHC L‘odgc, Cambridge, No. 105 ; DBro. Luxton, Wisconsin Lodge
(America), No. 13 ; Bro. Hopkins, Past Prov. S.G1W., for Warwickshire ;
Bro. Embling, of the Royal Clarence Lodge, Drighton, No. 838; Bro.
Charles Johnson, S.D., of the Royal Bussex Lodge, No., 722; and other
brethren, members of the local Loderes. The Lodge having been opened
in @he first degree, the civeular eox?vcniug the meecting was vead, from
\yhl.ch it nppeqred that the work of the evening would be heavy, con-
sisting of two initiations aud six raisings, but of these only two actually
took rlace. The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
A prmtgd communication was announeed frowr Grand Lodge, in refer-
ctice to irregular Lodges in Tuarkey, which was ordered to be received
and entered on the minutes. Lebters were read from the Yarborough
Lndge, N 0. 302, and from the Royal Sussex Lodge, No. 722, in reply to
applications made by the Secretary of La Cdsarée, on behalf of the pro-
posed Masomu: Temple. In the former it was stated that Bro. Baker
had bch appointed a delegate to act with the members of La Cdsarée on
the bn}ldixlg committee, and that discussion on the question of pecu-
m:n‘y'md towards the aceomplishment of the objech was deferred until
the views and plans of its promoters should be more matured and better
};\:1(1Grsto°d. The Royal Sussex Todge wentioned the appointment of
Dro. J_ames Johnson, P.M,, to represent the members on the building
committee, and expressed hest wishes for the successtul completion of
%0 de,s.'n'able an lmdertaking, without however giving any promise of
pecaniary assistance. The Lodge was then opened in the second degree,
and the usual questions haying heen put to Bros. Leigh and Neel, the
Lodge was opened in the third degree. On their readmission they were
raised to thq sublime degree of M.M., with the accustomed cevemonies,
}v]uch' were impressively performed by Bro. Schmitt. It was announced,
that since the last meeting a highly esteemed member, Bro. Picot, had
heen rcmo_ved from his carthly Lodge, and that as a mark of deserved
respeet, his funeral rites had Dbeen attended by a very large number of
ihe Brethren, though without Masonic honours and observances. It
wis ordered that the Lodge should wear the cmblems of mourning for
gw spaygc‘of bhrce‘ months.  Bro, Sehmitt proposed as a joining member
Bro. William Smith, who, though initiated into Masonry in Tugland,
11];1(1 recently taken the third degree in La Césarée. The Lodge was
then closed_ with the usual solemn ceremonies, and the brethren, having
mtmc(} the1‘r fmt@mal VOws, retired to an adjoining room ab about half-
past nine, for refreshment and an howr's social intercourse. 1t may be
il.d(lud, that the ground for the proposed Temple has been purchased,
that the plaus are nearly finished, and that the architect hopes in the
cowrse of a few days to place them in the hands of the brethren autho-
tized by the Lodge to decide respecting them.—ILIH,

o L CUMBERLAND.
i ‘\“\)“L"SL?-'TZ,/’”U” Lodge (Xo. 389)—This Lodge held a meeting ab
m“t Lt }_‘11 King’s <E[°1}’L1: August, 30th, 1t being the regniar monthly meet-
i e 0 %9{1‘550”“’2!«7 opened by Bro, ¥. W, Haywood, S.1V., assisted by
dia a3 Masters of the Lodge. The visitors present were, Bro, Brad-
ey Re- 793; Bro. Shemn, No. 424 ; Bo. C.J. Banister, P.J., No, 267,
e BO Ot(), Wl?lol?fl}fm\f:ed as Deacon. DBros. Wilson and Avmstrong
i\l‘l’.‘u‘(ﬁg}){eﬁu} .’_‘mﬁ (tbfll ous to take the third degree, were examined, and
Qe ]x“tzll ahgm\ to 1E¥fubhme L}Sgree of M.M., which was very efficiently
R )?1" 16 3. V., assisted by Bro, Bradshaw as $.\., Bro. Ritson as
st i ‘hile.}\a_sma tull attendance of the brethren of the Lodge, and
efves] ¢ 1£&meaa was ended the visitors and members adjourned to
.+ reshments, and spent a very happy evening. This Lodge is showing
o l’)01£ ‘grcai‘: 1&\1“'0"?\“911‘7, and a stimulus 18 given to its members by
fcion lfot‘;ll(TL - conlerring the purple upon Bro. Haywood, to the satis-
] po oL the odge. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts weve given
tresponded to, and the brethren separated ab eleven o'elock,
o DURHAN.
&méé\;}k‘rslil?\Dl.l?]‘od{/c of Judustry (No. 56).—The regular monthly
«‘\W"usté 200 tl 1‘3])]-.‘0(180 was held at the Grey Horse Inn, on Monday,
nssfsted b_n(],';- Fresent: the WM. Bro. ¢, J, Banister in the chaiy,
Anthiony (yll iua- .H). ]):[utha‘m, PAL, Prov. 8.G.W,, Northumberland;
Bro, ¢ eg Ga:? 1:11]11,'.[ -Prov. G, Registrar ; and the officers of the Lodge,
Was Cii\.\{\inleae.n J‘“l”_]ég bresent, and wishing to take the second degree,
e request (’f,tlmxuwtt [0 Belsher, of Ladge No. 793, was alsa vassed, ab
i his ugual iml(l-,ui1 - of that Lodge, by Bro, Anthony Clapham, I’.M.,
tobinson :11 1Bluf_“?}v° Danner,  Bros, Emmerson, Wi Green, W,
o, and Barker; wishing to take the third degree, ere severally

cxaniined aud raised to that sublime degree by the W.AL, who distin-
guished himself in explaining the tracing board, working tools, and giving
each the charge with his usual earnestness. Mr. John Jackson Brum-
well was proposed and seconded as a candidate for Freemasonry ; and,
the business of the Lodge concluded, it was closed in due form and with
solemmn prayer ab ten pa., and the brethren separated. .

LANCASHIRE (WEST).

Liverroot.—Merchants’ Lodge of Instruction (No. 204).—O0n Tuesday,
the 30th August, this Lodge held its regular meeting at the Masonic
Temple, No. 20, Hope-street, Liverpool, when the whole of the seven
sections of the first lecture were ably worked; the questions being pub
by Bro. Younghusband, W.M., No. 294.

NORTHUMBERLAND.

Neweastig,— Lodge of Instruction, under the Warrant of No. 24.—4
meeting of this Lodge was held at the Freemasons’ Hall, Blackett-street,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Tuesday, August 23rd, 1859, Bro. Aunthony
Clapham, P.M. as W.M. There were also present, Brog. Il Hotham,
PAL; S Bell, PAML; Bros. Lambton as S.W.; Harding as J.W.; A, Gil-
lespie, T'reas. ; Banning, Sce. ; and a very full attendance of the brethren.
Bro. C. J. Banister, P.M., was appointed Lecture Master, and proceeded
to deliver a beautiful lecture on the tracing board in the first degree,
which was acknowledged by the brethren, who wished a vote of thanks
to be recorded on the minutes. To this the Lecture Master objected :
he said that being one of the founders of the Lodge, it was no more than
his duty to do all in his power for its welfare, The Lodge was opened
in the several degrees, and.-the officers instructed in their several duties.
"Phis Lodge is working well, and humbers all the working Masons of New-
castle and Gateshead ; and from the zeal of its young racinbers, and the
kinduess of the Past Masters of the district, it is bringing ahout a correct
uniformity. Four brethren-were propesed as joining members, and the
Lodge was closed at ten o'clock,

WORCESTERSHIRE.

KIpDERMINSTER.~~Lodye of Hope and Charity (No. 523).~—This Lodge
held its usual monthly meeting on Menday, August 29, when Dro. the
Rev. M. S. A. Walvond, of Kidderminster, and the Apollo University
Lodge, No. 460, Oxford, was unanimoeusly elected a joining member and
Chaplain to the Lodge. Bro. J. Cope was raised to the sublime degree
of Mark Master. The visitors were Bros. B, Brooks, P}, No. 824;
Stourbridge, Prov. G. Dir. of Cers.; and H. T. Woodward, of Kidder-
minster, hailing from No. 843, Sydney, New South Wales,

MARK MASONRY.

PROVINCIAL.

_ NeweastLE~—Lodge of Mark Masters (L.C.)—A. meeting of this
Lodge was held on Wednesday, Auvgust 24th, at Freemasons’ Hall,
Newgate-street, Neweastle-on-Tyne.  In the absence of the R.W.M., the
chair was taken by the S.W.,, Bro. Septimus Bell, assisted by the rest of
the officers. Bro. Penman having been balloted for some time previously
and wishing to reccive this degree was admitted in dwe form, attended
by the Deacons, Bros. A. Gillespie and C. L. Banister, . The acting W.M.
was very impressive in the performance of the cercmony, After the
remaining business was completed, a candidate was proposed, secouded,
and recorded, and the Lodge was closed at nine o’clock, The brethren
adjourned to vefreshment and spent o very bappy hour,

COLONIAL

ANTIGUA,

SamNt Jouy’s Lopae (No. 723)~—At the meeting held on Wednesday
cvening, the 13th July, 1859, at the Lodge Room in the ciby of Saint
John’s, Antigua, Bro. Chas. Alexander, WAL, presiding, it was moved
by Bro. Joseph Shervington, P.M., scconded by Dro. John Shervington,
P.M., and resolved unanimously, “That this Lodge tenders its sincere
congratulations to Bro. the Right Worshipful Daniel Hart, upon his
appointment, by the Grand Master of England, to the distinguished
office of Provincial Grand Master in the Island of Trinidad, CGrenada,
aud Saint Vincent—a post which his abilities as a talented and worthy
member of the brotherhood so well merits—and the duties of which
every Craftsman here feels convinced will be so ably performed as to
secure the unqualified approbation of the head of the Order, by whom he
has hieen appointed.” It was also vesolved, © That a copy of these reso-
lutions be respectfully enclosed to our brother, the Right Worshipful
Provincial Grand Master, whose period of service in his exalted position
the members of the Saint Johi's Lodge feel the assurance will be marked
with the satisfaction of the brethren of those Lodges within his jurisdic-
tion; and that the Worshiptul Master be requested to carry out the fore-
going.”

ST, VINCENT.
LovalL Vicronra Lovar (No. 755.)-—The heethven of the Masonie Craft
have, during the last few days, been actively engaged in the prosecution
of theiv dutics, owing to the arrival in $he island of the Right Wousbip-
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ful Bro. Hart, appointed by the M.W. Grand Master the Liarl of Zet-
land, Prov. Grand Master of the Lodges comprised in the district of
Trinidad, Grenada, and St. Vincent. On Saturday evening, the Prov.
Grand Master met the brethren of ¢ Victoria Lodge, No. 755,” now, by
virtue of the powers in him vested, designated by the honourable title
of “ The Royal Victoria Lodge,” and, after some time occupied in the
examination of the record, and other necessary business, he delivered to
the brethren an address. On Wednesday evening, the brethren of the
Royal Vietoria Lodge entertained the Prov. Grand Master at dinuer, at
Miss Amiel's hotel. At seven o’clock, twenty-two members of the Craft
sab down fo a very excellent repast, to which we have no doubt, as good
workmen, ample justice was dome. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts
followed, and at eleven the party sepavated, after a pleasing reunion,
throughout which harmony and good fellowship prevailed. We cannot
close this brief notice without observing, that we have heard the Prov.
Grand Master spoken of in high terms of commendation by the hrethren
—they seem to regard him as an ornament to their Order. He has ieen
pleased, we ave further informed, to appoint one of the brethren, J. H.
Brown, Assistant Prov. Grand Secretary.—TFrom the Guardian News-
paper of the 21st July, 1859,

GAPE OF GOOD HOPL.

Brimisy Lopee (No. 419).—On St. John's day, the 24th of June, the
brethren of this Lodge presented the retiring Worshipful Master, Bro.
J. 8. Rowe, with a Past Master’s jewel, as a mark of their appreciation
of the manaer in which he fulfilled the duties of the oflice occupied by
him during the past year. On the evening of the same day, upwards of
ii{fl:y members of the Craft dined together at the Masonic Hotel—Cupe

rgus.

AMERICA,

VERMONT.
THE LECTURES OF PRESTON IN THE UNITED STATES,

THE M. W. Bro. Philip C. Tucker, at the last Grand Lodge, held in
January, gave an interesting address ; part of which, on the subject of
uniformity of working, we quote :—

f‘ Much has been said and written about the lectures of the Order, and
uniformity of work has been the subject of free discustion for several
years past, in most of the Grand Lodge jurisdictions of the United
States. The Grand Lecturer of New York informs us, notwithstanding
all this discussion, that he found, daring the last year, no less than five
different systems of work and lectures existing in that State, and that
four of them prevailed in a single Lodge—so that, until the labour began,
the brethren did not kuow which particular system was to be the order
of the evening. Some Masons ave apt to be so prejudiced in favour of the
particular mode of work, and the lectures in which they were taught, as
to turn from all investigation, éven as to their correctness, I have
known some brethren so perfectly carried away with some petby passages,
gaudily ornamented with stuff of the slightest tinsel, as to stop their cars
against reason and argument, and stick to their fancies through life, at
the expense of ‘leaving truth and cornmon sense behind.’

“It is my purpose to say a few words to you as to the work and
lectures—and those only—which are authorized to be taught in this
Juvisdiction,

“Beveral years previous to 1788, William DPreston was Master of the
Lodge of Antiquity in London, that Lodge being one of the four old
Lodges which met at the Apple Tree Tavern in Charles-strect, Covent-
garden, in Feb, 1717, and constituted themselves into a Girand Lodge,
the first regularly organized Grand Lodge of which we have any know-
ledge. Bro. Preston gives us the following account of his action while
Master of this old Lodge of Antiguity.

“$When,' says he, ‘I first had the honour to be elected Master of a
Lodge, I thought it proper to inform myself fully of the general rules
of the society, that I might be able to fulfil my own duty and officially
enforce a due obedience in others. The methods which I adopted with
this view, excited in some of superficial knowledge, an absolute dislike
of what they considered as innovations ; and in others, who were better
informed, a jealousy of pre-eminence which the principles of Masonry
ought to lave checked,  Notwithstanding these discouragements, how-
ever, I persevered in my intention of supporting the dignity of the
society, and of discharging with fidelity the trust reposed inme. As
candour and integrity, uninfluenced by interest or favour, will ever sup-
port a good cause, many of my opponents began to discover their error,
and not only applauded, but cheerfully concurred in the execution of
my measures ; while others of less liberality, tacitly approved what their
former declared opinions forbade them publicly to adopt.

“¢This success exceeding my most sanguine wishes; I was encouraged
to cxamine with more attention the contents of our various lectures,
The rude and imperfect state in which I found them, the variety of
uodes established in our meetings, and the diffcultics which I en-
countered in my researches, rather discouraged my first attempt ; perse-
vering, however, in the design, I continued the pursuit ; and assisted by
a few brethren, who had carefully pursued what jgnorance and dege-
neracy had rejected as wnintelligible and absurd, T diligently sought for,
and ab length happily acquired, some of the ancient and venerable Jand.
warks of the Order.

“ ¢ Tully determined to pursue the design of effecting o general refor-
wiation, and fortunate in the acquisition of the friends that I had made,
I continned my industry $ill I had prevailed on a sufficient number to
join in an attempt to correct the irregularities which had erept inte our
assemblics, and exemplify the beauty and utility of the Masonic system.

“¢We commenced our plan by enforcing the value of the ancicnt
charges and regulations of the Order, which inattention had suffered o
sink into oblivion, and we established these charges as the basis of our
work, To imprint on the memory the faithful discharge of our duty,
we reduced the most material parts of our system inso practice ; and to
encourage others in promoting the plan, we observed a general rule of
reading one or more of these charges at every regular meeting, and of
elucidating such passages as seemed obscure. The useful hints afforded
by these means cnabled us generally to improve our plan, till we at last
succeeded in bringing into a corrected form, the sections which now
compose the three lectures of Masonry.’

“This bears the date of January 1st, 1788, and shows who had ar-
ranged the lectures ab thai time, and upon what principles they
were pub into form. Bro. Chase, of New Hampshire, however, tells s
that Preston did this work as early as 1772. I have not at hand the
means of verifying that statement, but I presume it to be correct.

“ About the year 1800—twelve years after the publication of Preston’s
¢ Nlustrations™—an English brother, whose name I have been unable to
obtain, came ‘to Boston, and taught the Inglish lectures as they had
been arranged by Preston. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts approverd
them, and they were taught to Thomas 5. Webb, aud Hemy Fowle,
of Boston, and Bro. Snow, of Rhode Island, about the year 1801,
Bro. Benjamin Gleason, who was a student of Bro. Wehb, received theut
from him, and embodied them in a private key of his own. About
the year 1805, Bro. Gleason was employed by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts to teach them to all the subordinate Lodges of that juriz-
diction, and was paid for that service fifteen hundred dollars. To those
lectures the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts still adheres, with a very
slight variation in the Fellow Craft and Master’s degrees.

“Pro. Snow afterwards modified and changed the lectures he had
received—mingling with them some changes from other sources—su
that the system of lectures descending through him is not reliable.

Bro. Gleason was appointed Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of
Maszachusetts in 1805, and that Grand Lodge appointed no other Grand
Lecturer until 1842, He was o liberally cducated man, graduated af
Brown University in 1302, and was a public lecturer on Geography and
Astronomy. He was a member of Mount Lebanon Lodge i Massachu-
sobts, in 1807, and died at Concord, in that State in 1847, at the age of
70 years. e visited England, and exemplified the Preston Lectures, as
he had received them from Bro. Webb, before the Grand Lodge of
England, and the Masonic authorities of that Grand body pronounced
them correct.

“Tn the year 1817, Iro. John Baraey, formerly ‘of Charloite, Ver-
mont, wenb to Boston, and received the Preston Lectures there, as
taught by Cleason, and as they were approved by the CGrand Lodge ol
Massachugebls. [ am unable to say whether he received them from
Bro. Gleason himself, or from Bro. Henry Fowle. My impression is that
he reccived tham from Bro. Fowle. In possession of these lectures he
retburned to Vermont, and at the Annual Conununieation of our Graud
Lodge, in October, 1817, visited that Grand body md made known the
fact. The subject was submitted to a connittee for examination, which
veported that these lectures ‘were according to the most approved
method of work in the United States,” and proposed to give Bro. Barney
letters of yecommendation ¢ to all Lodges and brethren, whevever he way
wish to travel, as a brother well qualified to give useful Masonic infor-
mation to any who may wish his scrvices” The Grand Lodge accepted
and adopted the report of its committee, and Bro. Barney, under the
recommendabion thus given, visited many of the then existing Lodges of
this State, and imparted to them a knowledge of these lectures. Among
others, in the year 1818, he visited Dorchester Lodge in Vergennes, and
imparted full instruction in them to R. W, Samuel Wilson, now and for
several years pash, Grand Lecturer of this State. Upon this oceasiou
Bro. Barney wrote out w portion of them in private key, aud Bro. Will-
son wrote out the remainder. Both were written in the same book,
and that part written by Bro. Willson was examined cavefully and ap-
proved by Bro. Barney, That original maneseript is still in existence
and is now in possession of my son, Bro. Philip €. Tucker, jun., of
Galveston, Texas, to whom Bro. Willson presented it a few years ago
Bro. W. has n perfeet copy of it, and relersto it as authority in all cases
of doubt. Bro. Gallup, of Liberty Lodge, at Franklin, was one of the
aviginal Grand Lodge Committee, and is still living to atbest the correct-
ness and identity of these lectures, as taught by Barney in 1817.

“These ave the only lectures which have heen sanctioned in this
jurisdiction from October, 1817, to the present day. The Grand Lodge
has sanctioned no others. My predecessors, Grand Masters Robinsol,
Whitney, White, Wales and Haswell, sustained them against all inno-
vation, and to the extent of niy power I have done the samne.

| think, upon these facts, I am justified in saying, that the Jectures
we use are the true lectures of Preston, Webh clianged the arraugement
of the sectious as fixed by Preston for one which he thought more simple
and convenient, hub, as 1 understand, Teft the hody of the lectures then-
selves as Prestou had established them.  Subseguently to 1818, bro.
Barney wenb to the Western and South Western States.  He was #

| man in feeble health ab the time, and pursued Masouic lecturing as &
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means of subsistence. Upon his return to this State a few yeavs after-
wards he stated to his brethren here—as I have been credibly informed
and believe—that he found different systems of lecturing prevailing at
the West and Southwest, and that upon presenting the lectures he had
been taught at Boston, in 1817, to different Grand Masters, they were
objected to; and that various Grand Masters would not sanction his
lecburing in their jurizdictions, unless he would teach the lectures iken
existing wmong them ; that desiving to pursue this oceupation, he did
Jearn the different systems of lecturing then existing in different States,
and taught them in the different State jurisdictions, as desived hy the
different Grand Masters of each.”

THE WEEK.

Tk Courr.—The Queen and Prince Counsgort, with Prince Alfred,
Prince Arthur, Princess Alice, Princess Helena, and Princess Louisa,
arrived, on Monday afternoon, at Buckingham Palace from Osborne, and
at nine o'clock in the evening (with the exception of Prince Alfred) left
by the Great Northern Railway for Edinburgh. The Queen arrived at
York five minutes before the appointed time. Her Majesty was attended
thronghout the journey from King's Cross by the deputy chairman and
one of the directors of the Great Northern Railway. At Biggleswade,
where the first stoppage for water took place, her Majesty expressed her
perfect satisfaction with the arrangements made for her convenience and
comfort. Shortly afterwards the curtaing of the royal carriage were
drawn, the lights dimmed, and her Majesty retired to rest. The Queen
alighted at St. Margaret’s station, Edinburgh, at eight o’clock the next
morning, and immediately proceeded through the park to Holyrood
amid the acclamations of her Scottish subjects. The Prince of Wales
met lis illustrious parents at St. Margaret’s station. The Queen's
arrival was aunounced by a rvoyal salute. The jowrney throughout was
performed without the slightest interruption. Prince Alfred, on Mon-
day night, ab cleven o’clock, embarked at Dover for Calais, on his way to
Marseilles to join the Luryalus in the MeQiterranean, his leave of absence
having expired. The night of Monday was an exceedingly “ dirty " one,
we are informed by the annalist of his voyal highness's progress.

Forrrey NEWs. — I'rom Paris we learn that the Tmperor Louis
Napoleon will shortly proceed to Cherbourg, and also pay » second visit
to Liyons. Count de Morny has delivered a speech to the general council
of the department of the Puy de Dome ; he takes a view of the state of the
press in France and Lngland, in which few will concur, and says that
there is in France no means of preventing a jowrnal from publishing
what seems to it right—* the government is only armed against the
press with the power of warning and suspension, which ave yepressive
measures.”  The Ppesse exposes the hollowness of this statement. The
Fmperor has at last snoken on the Italian question, for we may presume
that the Constitutionnel is the exponent of imperial policy. That journal
says—*“The emperor having agreed at Villafranca to the restoration of
the former reigning princes, has caused words of reconciliation to be
heard in the dnehies. His majesty has not yet given up all hope of suc-
cess, and will fulfil loyally to the end his disinterested mission; but if
he should not succeed to re-unite the princes and the people in mutual
aceord, it is not his intention to force cither the one or the other. It is
nob the wish of his majesty to follow the errors of the former Austrian
policy, whose armed interveniion in the affairs of the Peninsula has
ceased for ever.  We have given the Italian people advice which we have
deemeil wise and prudent, which if they do not foliow it will grieve us,
but which we could 1ot press upon them by foree. Vo us Italy owes her
independence; we shall not take away again from her what we have
given her yesterday., The formation of an eighth military district, the
liead-quarters of which would be at Nantes, is about to be completed.
Ihe troops forming the garrison in the 3rd and 4th divisions, the head-
quarters of which ave ab Lille and Chalons-on-the-3ain, have been con-
sierably inereased.  The regiment of the Imperial Guard, having
suffered severe losses at Magenta and Solferino, are being reorgaunized, and
the vacancies caused by death filled up. The 4th battalion of the
Imperial Guard is also maintained. The governmeut is about to in-
trease the artillery, but the cavalry is about to be diminished.——The
/:m‘l_ch Conference drays its slow length along. It is believed that the
!..Iempotentiaries will be enabled to quib Zurich at the latest in a fort-
fight.—_The administrative organization of the Lombardo-Piedmontese
kingdom is in progress, and advices bave been received from Rome to
‘r}lﬁ 27th inst. The Duke de Grammont had held a conference with
‘Jau"duml Antonelli on the subject of the reorganization of the legations.
168 asserted that the government of Bologua had dissolved a regiment
in which some Mazzinian volunteers had atbompted to cause an cxcite-
:)‘;031{7 POM’F L'eufih division only will remain in Rome. The garrison
(!entr?\t nl)pe is on the march to Pesaro, where tle Lr.oopf are being con-
killed‘ ed o f\n earthquake had taken place at Noreia; 200 persons were
ey e,dag)( ; l:xrg? number injured; 9,000 of‘thg population are en-
B, in the neighbourhood of the town. The Popei has glesputehed
hanl: ‘(; l?e\' ) A new combination ILH been formed at l'ran'kt;)rb by the
oo bm”’}(:l}enﬂmrgz the bank of Frankfort, the house of ']uotl{sclul‘d,
‘fOlltl'zzci.\i::Jci;}louis of ML E\_-l:mgon, and Messis. Hirsch and ¥rohlieh, for
nilitary v\% 1o Lavarian four-and-w-half per cent. loan, to defray the
Pt A peusces, Eight ‘xmllmnsAnf florins of the loan have been lefit

public subaeription,  The loan i« j=sne 981 ~——Trom Bor o
) . 1e loan i jssned at 982 -—-Ifrom Borneo we

have news of a painful chavacter. A general massacre of Christians, it
is said, took place there on the 24th of May. It would seem that the

- Russian government are about to take control of the funds in the

various hanks of the empire deposited for eharitable purposes by the
trustees of clerical and other foundations, or which have to await a
decision of a court of law. Through this order of the State Council the
amount of capital available for the temporary use of the finance minister
will be largely extended, and will aid him in perfecting arrangements
which it is presumed he has in view., -Advices have been received
from Constantinople to the 24th inst. The Sultan had been on the
point of death from a severe attack of fever, but hisy health is now
restored. He has since had a lengthened conference with the Grand
Vizir with reference to the interview of the Sultan with M. Thouvenel,
respecting the earrying out of the Hat-Humayoun, and also upon various
financial matters, that in particular eoncerning the Customs taviff, The
semi-official Journal de Constantinople says the rumowr of a fresh
modification of the ministry is unfounded. Letters from Syria to the
18th inst. state, that fears are entertained of an extension-of the civil
war in that provinee. The Druses were devastating the country by set-
ting fire to people’s property ; the Buropeans are said to be fleeing from
the towns, Seme silk factories had hoisted the French flag for protection.
The ¥rench consul had sent for troops, but the Turkish force was insuf-
ficient. The state of health of the King of Prussia becomes worse
every day ; he is said to be losing his hearing as well as his sight.
"The Constitutionnel having published a long mrticle against the letter of
of M. Louis Blane, lately given in the London papers, without publishing
the document, that gentleman writes thus to the Constitwtionnel:—
#Sir,—You have thought fit to-blame the determination I have adopted
with regard to the ammesty. I cannot say that blame on your part has
occasioned me either annoyayee or surprise.  You quote in support of
your vituperation the opinio@t of the Morning Chrondcle, a paper without
the slightest weight on this side of the Chaunel, and known throughout
England as the organ of a government which is not the Knglish govern-
ment. T am not sorry you have such an ally. But perhaps you will
deem ib just that the public should be allowed to become acquainted
with the subject of the discussion, the better to form an opinion of the
value of the comments upon it. Therefore I Lave the honour to send
you, with a request that it may appear in your colnmns, a letter in
which I set forth my views on the amnesty, and which the Zimes, and
almost all the English papers, have published. To deprive you of an ¥
pretext for vefusing, I have taken care to strike out five or six words
which your political touchiness might be alarmed at. T only ask yon
for fair play; is it asking too much in that country which yon pretend
is free —1X am, &e., Lovts Braxc.” . .

Ixota—The Bombay mail has arrived, and brings intelligence thas
the ex-King of Oude has been released from Lis long confinement at Fort
William. His queen, who has continued to reside at the house near
Calcubta occupied by the king till the time of his arrest, sent a petition
to Lord Canning, praying for his release, and suggesting that no more
fitbing occasion for it could be chosen than the issne of the proclamation
on the restoration of peace. Lord Canning, whether with reference to
the petition or not, addressed a letter to the king, informing him that
he could leave Fort William when he pleased. He did so on the 9th
ult. A number of state prisoners were released with him, {ncluding the
late vizier of Oude, Nawab Ali Nukky Khan, and Tikoot Rae, formerly
in the service of the Queen. The king has left a favourable impression
upon those who have come in contact with him during his imprison-
ment. It seems he has been fleeced by people who have pretended they
conld obtain his release, and govermment has wrged him not to fulfil
any outstanding promise of further bribes. His majesty has at length
consented to receive the pension granted Ly the Indian goverannt
pending the reference of his case to England. ™ 36,000 rupees have been
paid on account.  The military exodus goes on swimmingly, or vather
preparations for it. The Englishman says that about 5000 “may be ex-
pected to go from Bengal alone. It never was thought the movement
would be so serious. Fad government only given the men the option
of discharge or re-enlistinent with bounty; we should not have been in
our present dilemmma. A general order has been issued by Lord Clyde,
almost begging the men not to avail themselves of the Governor-
General’s offer | It comes too Jate. Here and there a handful repent,
and withdraw their claim; but the total of them will be' very insig-
nificant.  Advertisements ave out for the passage home of 2305 soldiers
from Bombay, Goa, and Kurrachee alone—* effective LEuropean troops.”
It is melancholy. Thirteen of the Berbampore mutineers ave to be tried
by court mavtial.  Grain riots have occurved at Quilon and Cochin. At
the former place, on the 25th and 26th June, some men of the 45th
Native Infantry attacked a nuwber of shops in the Bamar, and pluu-
dered to the amouat, it is said, of 7000 to 8000 rupees. At Cochin the
riot was precisely similar; but the loss sustained by the dealers ig put
at only 500 rupees. A cyclone visited Caleutta on the 26th ultimo, and
played sad havoc among the telegraphic lines. On the Barrackpore’road
tle strongest lines were swept away for miles. Two steamers, besides
many sailing vessels, were wrecked in the Hooghly, involving loss of
life und immense destruction of property. °

GENERAL HoME NEws.—TLord Palmerston has called two cabinet
councils this week, to whick ministers have been summoned from the
country. ——A Post-office notice has appeared, annouwncine that on the
12th Sepsember the late evenins: “-tivery will be extenced to many addi-
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tional plages within about six miles of the General Post-office. Certain
" conditions are stated as necessary to be complied with, as to letter-boxes
and care in attaching the proper initial letters. Letter-boxes save the
postmen a great deal of time, and are a great convenience to them, par-
ticularly when they have to traverse the streets in rainy weather,—Tt
appears from the report of the Registrar-General that the health of Lon-
don is now in an average state. The deaths in the last weck were 1217,
and last week the hirths of 840 boys and 870 girls were registered.——
Some months ago, at an inquest held on the body of a woman named
Wright, a verdict of wilful murder was returned against George Royal, a
man with whom the deceased had cohabited. The man had, however,
disappeared from Poplar, the district where they lived, and a proclama-
tion offering a reward for his apprehension was issued. Royal has at
length been brought in custody before Mr. Selfe, at Thames police-court,
charged with murder, and after some preliminary examination a remand
was ordered, to allow of witnesses being called for the prosecution,——
A case of hideous brutality was investigated before Mr. Tyrwhitt, at
Clerkenwell police-court, in which o mother seems to have divested her-
self, not only of her woman’s nature, but even of her human nature.
The charge against her was that she had pulled her daughter, dying of
consumption,out of bed, and dragged her about the room by the hair of the
head. Irom the evidence it further appears, that the poor givl expired
in afew minutes after this treatment. Meantime the woman is committed
to prison for an assault upon a neighbour who interfered to proteet her vic-
tim. An escape has been made from the Artillery Prison, at Woolwich,
of five men, who were awaiting sentence for various offences of which they
Dad been convicted. Tour of the prisoners were subsequently captured,
in a very clover mauncr, but the fifth is still ab lavge. At the Court
of Bankruptcy an application for the discharge of Thomas Hawkins,
brush maker, of Charles-street, Westhourne-grove, from custody was
refused. A second-class certilicate was granted to Alfred Marchant, a
clothier and draper at Maidstone. Adjudication of bankruptey was
made against Paul Emile Chappuis, reflector manufacturer and dealer in
photographs, carrying on business at 69, Fleet-street. It is rumoured
that John Edward Buller, the hankrupt solicitor of Tincolw's-innfields,
has fled to Sweden,——The boiler of a steam-tug burst on its passage
down the Tync on Friday, when the fireman was blown into the water
and drowned., The eircumstances attending this catastrophe involve a
serious charge against the person in command of the tug, as it avose
from putting on a heavy pressure of steam for the purpose of “going
ahead” of another hoat that was proceeding in the same direction.——
At theadjourned inquest held to Investigate the circumstances attending
the death of My.Marcus Bennett, who was killed by the aceident on the
Tilbury and Southend Railway, on the 17th instant, a verdiet of acet-
dental death was returned.——A serious fire hroke oub a day or two
since in the coach-building premises of My, Knapp, at Clapham, which
was nob extinguished until the factory itself was almost completely
destroyed and much damage done to the adjoining property.——In the
important case of Smethurst's conviction the public interest continues
undiminished, and the demand for a stay of the execution of his sen-
tence is almost universal.  Sir George C. Lewis, the Home Secrctary,
has consulted with his colleagues and with the Lord Chief Baron (who
tried Smethurst); but the result has not at present transpived. No
formal comrnunication has yet heen made from the Home Scerctary
with regard to the fate of the prisoner; but there appears to be a strong
impression in the minds of those in authority who ave well enabled to
{orm an opinion on the subject that the law will take its course, and
that the advisers of the crown will not consider themselves justified in
recommending the prisoner to her majesty’s clemency. -— On Wednes-
day morning the passenger steamer Bride struck on o sunken barge at
London Bridge, and, filling with water, went down almost immediately.

Fortunately the passengers were not many in number, and got safely

conveyed on shore. The barge had sunk the same morning, and the
captain of the luckless steamer had not received notification of the fact,
James Turner, a labourer, and a man named Keefe, were charged
before Mr. Elliott, at the Lambeth Police Court, on Wednesday, with
attempting to poison Honora Turner, wife of the first-named prisoner,
According to the evidence, a quantity of sugar of lead had been mixed
with some beer, a portion of which was drunk by the woman Turner
and another woman, both of whom were taken ill. A remand was
ordered for further investigation. A case was brought under the
notice of Mr. Dayman, at Westminster Police Court, involving the
question of whether certain coals delivered to order were Sill:stones,”
and so whether a breach of the Coal Act had been committed, There
being some hiatus in the evidence, however, it was found necessary to
withdraw the prosecution. A further slight risec in the value of
public securifies occurred yesterday, md the market was sustained in
ats improved condition to the close of business. TForeign stocks and
ruilway shares were also better; but the extent of transactions was
unimportant.  Consols were last quoted 95§ to 953 for money and the
aceount. There were no bullion operations ab the Bank of magnitude,
wmd the quotation for silver still exhibits flatness. It was announced
that the payment on the Indian five per cent. loan had reached
£1,600,000; the price of this security was buoyant at 993 to 992,

Cox_mmc_m.-, AND Pusric Comraxirs.—The aceounts from the manu-
facturing districts report business to be generally very quiet. At Bir-
mingham trade is dull, but the markets good. At Halifax they are
mederately good bhut firm, and the same at Manchester, The Bradford

markets are veported as very quiet, and those of Leeds sabisfackory.  Ag
Neweastle business is generally dull, but the state of the iron trade is
better. The lace trade of Nottingham has somewhat improved, and
the commercial interests generally ave better. At Sheffield there is a
fair trade doing, more especially with the Continent. At Wolver-
hampton the staple trade of the town is improving.——The Peninsular
and Oriental Company’s steamer Behar, has brought the first parcel of
tea ever received in this country by the overland route, thereby antici-
pating by some six weeks the ovdinary arrivals. It is fine Kaisow, the
produce of the new season, and has, we learn, been purchased by Messys.
Bullivant and Wilson, of Kastcheap, at the full price of 3s. 4d. per
pound. ——During the past weck there has been rather move activity in
the port of London. 275 vessels were reported ab the custom house
as having avived from foreign ports. There were 5 from Ireland, and
269 colliers. The cntries outwards amounted to 125, and those cleared to
96, besides 18 in ballast. The departures for the Australian colonies have
been 5 vessels, viz.,, 1 to Port Phillip of 1,127 tons, 2 to Sydney of 1,485
tong, and 2 to Van Dieman’s Land of 1,384 tons ;—fotal, 5,996 tons.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

Priverss’s THEATRE~—Monday night witnessed the close of M,
Charles Kean’s management of this theatre, and in the midst of a
crowded audience he brought to a termination one of the most remark-
able managerial caveers in the history of the British stage. The play
chosen was “Henvy VIIL” one of the earliest of Mr. Kean's Shaks-
pearian revivals, and peculinrly appropriate from the fact that the cele-
brated farewell of Volscy could be taken in a double sense, and be un-
derstood as veferring not merely to the minie character, but to the
actor, who then laid aside his greatness as director of the theatre.
In that sense was it taken by the audience, who, when this passage was
given, applauded most vehemently. Throughout the play the audience
manifested the utmost cnthusiasm, and at the end the applause was
deatening, when My, and 1Mrs. Kean crossed the stage, the whole house
rising, the ladics waving their handkerehiels, the men cheering, stamping,
and shouting. After a shovb wait Mr. Kean appeared on the stage in
evening costume, and delivered a most elaborate oration, which ocenpies
nearly two columns of the daily papers, but which did not seem to
weary the audience, though all that waz said might have been more
eloquently expressed in o fourth part of that space. It recapitulated
the particulars of the various revivals, and enlightened the audience
as to {the amount expended for the delectation and ¢ instruction” of
the play-going multitude, by this Rothschild among managers; the
sum total being somewhat astounding to those unacquainted with thea-
trical finance. Whatever we may think of the taste of Mr. Kean’s
commercial statement, we are most happy to give him our highest
praise for the spirit which has characterised his management and the
artistic feeling which has prevailed throughout even the most minute
details of his beautiful ¢ revivals,”

Dituavy.
BRO. C J. LACON.

W have o record the death of Bro. C. J, Lacon, of the St. James's
Union Lodge (No. 211), who was initinted about the year 1845, and
served in rotation the offices of J.D., 8.D.,, aud J.W.; he was afborwards
appointed Secretary, and performed the dutics of that office for several
years, with satisfaction to the Lodge and credit to himself. In consi-
deration of his scrvices, Lo was elected an honorary member of the Lodge.
Many brethren have, no doubt, cxcelled Bro. Lacon in Masonic atinin-
wents; but none ever surpassed him in zeal, or in the endeavour to
discharge faithfully the dutics of his office.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,
“J. B."—We should prefer a persenal interview before giving nn
answer, )
A Youva Masow is informed thatall the numbers of our present series
will be kept in print until the close of the year.

“THg BALLot.”—In reply to a question in your last, I may state, {lib
the Trish Constitutions have no restriction asto renewal of ballots: ;n:m\'
Lodges have, but not all. 8o, T suppose the ease to be a brothel" euh-:'-
taining a doubt as to the identity of an individual, or of some ack atbri-
buted to one, and not sufficiently experienced to suggest a poatpone-
ment, adopting the silent alternative of hlackball—and possibly being
one of the first to render justice subsequently, when fully satisfied of
the candidate’s eligibility. Ihave known such an instance and it may
apply in this—M. F. 33°, )

& o o) VES . .
Bro. StepHEN JONES."—The answer in our last week's “ Notes and

o i v, H :
Quer fes” was communicated by Bro, Jeremiah How, whoge signature
was omitted through the carelessness of the printer,



