No. 232,

PREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

453

LONDON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1868,

MOTHER KILWINNING.
By Bro. D. Morray Lyox, KT, Prov. J.G.W.

oF AYRSHIRE.
No. VIII.

The lodges borne on the Kilwinning records, as

having been constituted by charter from the Mother

Lodge, are as follows :—

Daughters.
Canongate - Kilwin-
ning o e

Torphichen Do.
East Kilbride Do....

Cumberland Do,
Loudoun Newmilns
Do.
Cessnock Do....
Paisley Do. ... ...
Airdry Do, ... ...
Proven Do. ...
Beith Do. ... ...

Renfrew County Do.%

Wigtown Do.... ...
Fort George Do. ..,

Tapahannock Do,
Dorie, Port Glasgow

Do. ... .. ..
Patrick Do.

Squaremen’s Ayr Do.

Pythagorian Do,

Largs Do. ... ...
Stranraer Do.... ...
Richardton Do.
Mountstewart Gree-
nock
St. Bryde’s Douglass
Do. ... ... ..
ErskineDo. ... ...
Tarbolton Dot ..,

Lennox Do. ...
Falmouth Do.... ...

High Xnight Tem-
plars of Ireland Do.

Bathgate Do.... ...
Paisley St. Andrew
Do., No.77... .,

MontgomerieKilwin- ?

ning, of the New

Toun of Eaglesham 5

No. 78...

Montgomerie Cun.
ningham East Kil.

bride Kilwinning, 5

No.79... ...

Date of
ereetion; Petitioners.
Dec, 1677 ¢ Brethren of the Canongate
T of Bdinburgh.
roq § Masons of the Liodge of Tor-
May 1729 U phichen, East Calder.
Iastor Tar s
Teb. 1738 fI\;a;_tzgn {md Wardens of East
{ Kilbride Lodge.
Jan. 1747 { Gentlemen Masons in Port
o Glasgow
S
Teb. 1747 { Working
1 doun,
Jan, 1748 Operative Masons in Galston.
Aug.1719  Operative Masons in Daisley.
Dee. 1749 Gentlemen Masons in Airdry.
Dec. 1754 (Certz}in I\Iasolxs at Troven
Miln, near Glasgow.
Dec. 1754 Certain Masons in Beith.
Teb. 1735 { The Mns'oqs of Ren_!‘ rewshire
subscribing at Paisley.
Dee. 1785  The Masons in Wigtown,.
Junel766 Masons in Fort George.
w2 { Certain Masons in  Issex
Junel738 {County, Virginia, ¥, America

Jan. 1759 { Operatives in Port-Glasgow.

Musons in Lou-

May 1759  Operative Masons at Patrick,

Dee. 1765 {Mnster Masons, Fellow Crafts,
: and Apprentices ab Ayr.

& 1-n- § Gentlemen  Masoas in St

Oct. 1767 John's, Antigua, W. Indies,

Dec. 1767  Certain Masons in Largs.

Feb,1768 Certain Masons in Stranraer.

Nov.1768 Masons in Richardton.

Dee. 1768 Certain Masonsin Greenock,
1769  Certain Masons in Douglass.

July 1717  Operative Masons in Erskine.
1771 Masons in Tarbolton.

Ynerativ tn (L
June 1759 Operative Masons in Camp-

sie, near Glasgow.

. {Ofﬁce-bcm‘crs and Members
Dee, 1775 of Lodge of Freemasons in

Falmouth, Yirginia, N.A.
Master and Wardens of a
} Oct. 1779 High Xnight Templars
Lodge, meeting in Dublin.

Dec. 1784 Sundry Masons in Bathgate,

Oct. 1791 Sundry Masons in Paisley.

Ane.1800 {Nnmber of respectable Masons
o in Baglesham,

Number of respectable Masons

Oct. 1803{ in Eash Kilbride.

* The mother

lodge of General Sir John Moore.

+ Tarbolton Kilwinning St. James are emphatically e Burns

Lodge:

several of their minutes bear the holograph ¢ Robert

That the foregoing is a most incomplete list of the
Kilwinning lodges is rendered certain by the preserva-
tion of the original charter of Kilmarnock Kilwinning
St. John, and those of other unrecorded lodges ema-
nating from that ancient seat of Masonry. . “ Leith
Kilwinning” appears in an old list of daughter lodges,
but without date of constitution attached.

From “No. 79” being appended to the designation
of the East Kilbride Liodge—the last receiving their
charter from Kilwinning—it may be inferred that
seventy-eight lodges had previously been constituted
by the Mother Lodge ; bubt of this there is no cer-

Burnesse, Depute Masber ;”—their gavel, that whose ring in
the hands of the Poet used to summon to order as I8.AD.
Masons ; their ““ highest badge,” the identical one worn by Burns
while “ presiding o’er the sons of light,”—and their banner that
which many a time and oft has floated over the Poet’s head as
in “grand procession” he accompanied the brethren in perambu-
Iating the village preparatory to their celebration of Summer
St. John’s. Indeed, while the Royal Arch of St. AbD, under
whose warrant Scotia’s Bard was evalfed—Tarbolton St. David,
within the walls of which he first beheld “ the light ”—Iilmar-
nock Kilwinning St. John, with whom he was linked by the
tie of honorery membership, and to whom were addressed the
stanzas, beginning
“ Ye sons of Old Killic, assembled by Willie,”—
and the Canongate Kilwinning, whose Poet-Laureate he was,
may all feel justly proud of their connection with Robert Barns ;
to none of these lodges was the Poet so much endeared or so
closely associated, neither Liave any of them been so highly
favoured by his muse, as the Tarbolton daughter of Mother
Kilwinuing ; for to that lodge swere inseribed his FAREWELL —
poured forth in such richly-emblematicand soul-melting language,
as when read or sing with feeling by those able fully to appre-
ciate the force and beauty of its Masonic meaning, cannot fail
to have an overpowering effect upon the tenderest sympathies
of the heart, and preserve in imperishable remembrance the
desponding Bard’s  heart.warm, fond adiew,” And what
brother will begrudge the insertion in these pages of that in-
imitable Masonic song; or, during the Masonic festivities, of
which the season is so prolifie, fail Lo dedicate a “round ” to the
memory of the immortal author:—
“ FAREWELL TO THE BRETHREN oF ST. JAMES'S Lopum,
TARBOLTON.”
“Adien! a heart warm fond adieu!
Dear brothers of the mystic tie !
Ye favour’d, ye enlightened few,
Companions of my social joy,.
Tho’ I to forcign lands must hie,
Pursuing Fortun's slidd’ry ba?,
With melting heart and brimful eye,
il mind you still, though far awa’.

“ Oft have I met your social band,
And spent the cheerful, festive night;
Oft, honoured with supreme command,
Presided o’er the sons of light :
And by that hieroglyphic bright,
Which none but Craftsmen ever saw !
Strong mem’ry on my heart shall write
Those happy scenes, when far awa’.

“May Freedom, Harmony, and Love,

Unite you in the grand design,

Beneath th’ Omniscient Eye above—
‘The glorious Architeet divine!

That you may keep th’ unerring line,
Still rising by the plummet’s law,

Till order bright completely shine,
Shall be my pray’r when far awa’.

“And you, farewell | whose merits claim,

Justly, that highest badge to wear !

Heav’n bless your honoured, noble name,
To Masonry and Scotia dear !

A last request permit me here,
When yearly ye assemble o7,

One round—1I ask it with a tear—
To him, the Bard, that’s far awa’.?
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tainty. The practice of numbering the Kilwinning
lodges began with the charter issned to ¢ Paisley, St.
Andrew, No. 77.” It is singular that the East Kil-
bride should have had the first charter granted by
Mother Kilwinning after their adhesion to Grand
Lodge, as well as the last issued by them previous to
the re-union of these two grand bodies.

Of the petitions extant upon which many of the
above enumerated lodges obtained their charbers, there
is little to remark. Nearly all of them express the
desire of the subscribers to meet as “leel men and
trie brethren,” under authority of the Ancient Lodge
of Kilwinning,—that they may do so, crave to be
erected into a constitutional lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons,—promise “to act in all things upon
the Square, as becometh DBrethren,” and in all time
coming to pay due obedience to the acts and statutes
of the Mother Lodge. The concluding sentences of
the Kilbride petition (1806) verges upon a declara-
tion of the politics of those subscribing it:—. . . .
All which we Bind and Oblige Ourselves & our Sue-
cessors in said Lodge, shall be done in the most regu-
lar & proper manner becoming the trust committed to
us by the Mother Lodge, & as true aud X.oyal
Subjects, whose principal aim will be the present Con-
stibution of the Country as by Law Established,
against every attempt of open or Concealed foes, per-
suaded, as we are, that Loyalty & Charity ave two of
the Brightest Ornaments in the Character of a free
Mason.” This petition having been “ taken under the
very serious consideration” of the officebearers of the
Mother Lodge, it was “ unanimously agreed to grant
the prayer thereof.”

That of the Operatives of Port-Glasgow (formed
in 1759 into the “Doric” Lodge) is framed in a style
somewhat different from the others. The petitioners
in this case, fearful apparently lest one lodge might
by the “ royal society” be considered enough to an-
swer the requirements of Port-Glasgow, enter into
a full explanation of the cireumstances rendering de-
sirable the establishment of a companion to the “ Cum-
Derland ;” and as the sons of the “Doric” may fecl
curious to know the ground upon whieh the fathers
of that lodge rested their application for a charter
from Kilwinning, we preseab in exéenso the petition
addressed by them to the Mother Liodge :—

“ Port-Glasgow, Jany. 23d, 1759.

“To the onourable Master and Wardens of the
Ancient Lodge of Kilwinning.

“We, your humble Petitioners, havin takin it into
our consideration of the many unregular Steps thab
has been taken in Entering of Persons as Brethern
who was not worthy to receive that Secret of Masonry,
~—We, therefore having takin it into our Sereous Con-
sideration, have deseign’d to inter into a body on pur-
pose to put a Stope to these abominations, so much
hated by every honest-hearted Mason,—We, there-
fore, the Operatives of Port-Glasgow, with some
others, as projectors in this our design—suppose we
are at a distance from our Regular Lodges, and is
settled here as Recedentors—is ab a stand still what
to do, as thereis a Regular Lodge lately Erected here,
which Lodge there is not one Op’rative Mason in it;
and as there Meeting cach Donth is so Expenecive,
along with there Quarterly Accounts is so high, that
we who are for the most part Trad’smen in generall,
cannot Subsist in these Meebings, as some of us is

join'd to other Charitable Corporations, and would
willingley do in this affair what lys in our power, not
to detriment ourselves. Therefore, we your peti-
tioners do humbly Crave your aid and assistance by
giving a right from you to us, so as we may become
oue of your Children. We therefore hope you will
lose no time in granting this our Request, which is
the earnest desire of your Petitioners, who shall
allwise pray for your Ancient and Noble Lodge, that
it may be keept alwise pure for a light to shine al
around and to the endless ages of posterity ; and your
petitioners shall ever pray.”

“ ALEXANDER MARK

“Jas. Pornock

“ WILLIAM "ALLAN

“JAMES GILLESPIE

“RonErT AvULD.”

It is notorious that a great portion of the time of
the Scottish Grand Lodge “ has for too long a period
been devoted to healing up unseemly quarrels among
those calling themaselves Brethren.” ¢ Petition and
Complaint” also, frequently darkened the Masonic
horizon in the days of Mother Kilwinning’s indepen-
dence, and the equanimity of that Grand Body was
often disturbed by the discordant notes issuing from
the sanctum of one or other of their danghters. In-
cidental notices of such appear in the Kilwinning
records, bub the only formal “Petition and Com-
plaint” that has been preserved of those presented in
the last century to the Mother Liodge is that which
sets forth the troubles which beset the early days of
the “ Dorie Kilwinning :"—

' “1st July, 1761.
“To the Right Worshipfull the Master, Wardens, and
other Members of the Ancient Lodge of free

Masons at Kilwinning.

“The Petition and Complaint of the under Sub-
seribers, all Operative Masons in and about the Town
of Port-Glasgow.

“ HrasrLy SHEWETIL,—

“That, Whereas it is only of late the laudable
Spirit of Masonry made any appearance, or even Em-
braced by any of the Inhabitants in this Town, ex-
cepting those whose Employment was to carry on the
practical part of it ; But however small the number
of these were, yet the Salutary and noble .effects of
Masonry at length diffused itself thro’ the whole
Town, and in a short time incited the Bulk of the In-
habitants o offer themselves in the usnal way to be
received as Blembers.

“The operative part of our Order, among whom
were most of your Petitioners, notwithstanding we
then regulated ourselyes by Certain Rules of our
own, yet before we Tntered too great a number of
Bretheren, judged it proper for the better Rstablish-
ing Laws and Statutes to be observed by the Brother-
hood, to apply to your Worship’s Predecessor for a
Charter Evecting us a Branchof your Lodge, and which
was accordingty granted, containing the common and
ordinary Rules of Masonry, and particularly that a
Master should be chosen year and year by furns out
of the practising number of Masons.

¢ After this Charter was obtained, the Operators
made a considerable progress in admitting Bretheren,
and at two full meetings it was confirmed by the
unanimous voice of the whole Body,—That, notwith-
standing the other Members should exceed the Opera-
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tives, yet a Master and other Officers should always
be chosen, turn about, out of the Operatives with the
other Members ; and these two Several Resolutions
were regularly Entered in the Books as a Standing
Law in all time coming.

“ This method was practised for some years with
universal approbation, till of late a very turbulent
and unruly Brother was elected DMaster of this
Lodge, in which Capacity his conduct has been a down
right prostitution of Masonry, for, instead of support- -
ing that friendship and harmony so peculiar to free
Masons, he on the contrary has made it his study to
foment strife and contention among us. In the first
place, in conjunction with the possie of his own
Creatures, they have taken it upon them to burn and
destroy sundry of our By Laws, particularly the one
giving us the privilege of having one of the Opera-
tives chosen a Master with the other Members, turn
about: And, in the Second place, because we would
not sign certain new Rules and Regulations, the said
Master and his followers violently and forcibly earvied
off our Charter Chest from the Lodge, with all the
Cash and other appurtenants therein, and where they
have Secreted them is more than we can find out.

“That these new Taws and Rules they were endea-
vouring to impose upon us are so repugnant to the
principle of Masons, that we ean never bring our
selves to sign them, seeing they have such a direct
tendency to overturn all the Laws made in favours of
Operatives, and which we apprehend no Master will
be allowed to do without the Concurrence of your
Worships, from whom we derived our privileges.
From the above State of ocur Case, it’s believed yowll
think we have been highly Injured, and that the Con-
duct of the other party has been very Criminal,
and justly merits your Severest Censure,

“ May it therefore please your Worships to take
our Case into your Serious Consideration, and to
grant us such Redress in the premises as you shall
Judge proper,

“ And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &e., &e.,

“ AzpxaxpeEr Mark, Dept. Mr.
“Davip Avrp, Junior Warden
“ Joux N1nsox, Stewart

(and six others.)”

How or in what manner the Mother Lodge inter-
posed their authority to restore tranquillity among the
brethren of the younger of their Port-Glasgow
daughters, there is nothing in these records to shev.

ITASONIC NOTES AND QUERIES.

MR, SEWARD AND FREEMASONRY.

When the debates and discussions of the United States
Anti-Masonic Convention were held at Philadelphia, in
September, 1830, the present American minister, Mr.
Seward, took an active part in them, and William H.
Seward’s name occurs amongst a list of the New York
delegates.

A few extracts of his remarks may, at this juncture,
prove acceptable to Masons :—

“Mr. Seward, of New York, said that the abduction
and murder of Morgan were not the acts of a few mis-
guided men. It had been participated in, or approved
by, at least one hundred Masons. Morgan had fallen a
martyr to the liberty of the press. In relation to the
obligation of Masonry, he said that one question was,

whether one hundred. thousand citizens of the United
States had taken an oath which would prevent them
being impartial jurors. When was there such o ques-
tion to call forth the cnergies of a free press? Where
was there an editor who would dave to tell this truth?
Be it true or false, it ought to be made known.” . . .

“ Mr. Seward, of New Yorl, said he was one of those
who would be pleased to have anti-Masonic candidates
for the presidency. e should also be pleased to have
such candidates succeed, but he likewise thought that
prudence was necessary. He believed that ib was nob
expedient now to make the nomination.” . . .

On the motion of Mr. Seward, of New York, it was re-
solved, that a committee of one from each state and fer-
ritory here represented be appointed to make a concise
repors on the progress of anti-Masonry throughout the
United States” . . .

“ Mr. Seward moved to amend the report by striking
out the words * Satan’s synagogue,” used in application
to the Masonic Institution, and by inserting, in lieu
thereof, the words ¢ unhallowed temple)” . . .

“ Mr. Seward—2>Mr. President, as the convention seems
not disposed, at this moment, to proceed to the question
upon the address, I have thonght it might not waste
time unnecessarily in making a few observatious.

“I was onc of those who, in the convention of the
State of New York, had the honour to join in recom-
mending to the people of the United States to meet at
this place, and upon this occasion, for the redress of what
you and I thought to be a matter of common interest
and concern to the people of these United States. By a
large, respectable, and intelligent portion of our fellow-
citizens thab recommendation has been heard, and this
convention shows that it has been answered.

“ Now, Sir, the address which has been reported by
this Committee, is the means of extending the principles
that sent us hither into those pavts of our common
counntry which have not yet becn agitated by them. This
address is the measure which is to excite public attention
and to direct public inquiry.

“The question is whether this address shall be adopted ?
Is there a man in my hearing who does notb feel that it is
oue of the most important questions which could occupy
the attention of this body? Who thas is familar with
the rise and progress of 3eerct Socicties in the States of
New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and all the other
sections in which the question has been agitated, who
does not know thab it is, wherever agitated, a question of
perilous moment—a question either fraught with evil, or
productive of the mosb efficient good ? It becomes us to
deliberate upon the question whether we will extend these
principles further.

“The question whether Scerct Societies shall longer
exist in this country under our {ree institutions is indeed
a new cuestion, and for that reason it encounters opposi-
tion.”

In this strain Mr. Seward, the champion of liberty
of the press at that date—whabt he iz now Heaven
only knows—continued to harangue the meeting against
the Masonic Institution, and whilst the anti-Masonic
agitation lasted was one of its most uncompromising
advocates. No wonder then that, as no spark of generous
sympathy inculeated by the teachings of the Cvaft cver
entered his bosom; he can recklessly aid the President of
the dis-United States in deluging the couniry with
bloodshed, and all the attendant evils of a fratricidal civil
war. Such conduct is no more than could he expected
from an anti-Masonic delegate.—Ex. Ex.

ANCIENT MASONIC PROCESSION,

In the Frerrasoys’ Macazixe of Sept. 19, 1863, under
the head of “ Notes and Queries,” an account is given of
a Masonic procession (Sept. 13, 1736) from the Earl of
Loudon’s house to Fishmongers’ Hall. Through the
kindness of the clerk to the company, W. B. Towse,
Esq., I have had the books scarched, and for the infor-
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mation of “ Querist,” I am sovry to say thal therc exists
no record whatever of the circumstance.—G. Doriivg,
Prov. (i Sec. Suffolk.—Ipswich, Dec. 4.

WHY WOMEN ARE ENXCLUDED FROM FREEMASONRY.

An old author gives the following reasons for the non-
admission of women into Freemasonry :—* Our Order ex-
cludes women; not because it is nnwilling we should pay
a proper regard bo thabt lovely sex (the greatest, the
most valuable gift that Heaven has bestowed upon us),
or because it imagines they would not implicitly obey the
strictest commands of secresy ; bub it knows if they weve
to be admitted to our assemblies, that our bosoms mush
often be inflamed by love ; that jealousy would somebimes
be the consequence; that then we should no longer be
kind brethren, but detested rivals, and that our harmo-
nious institution would by that means be annihilated.
But though our Order excludes women, it does not for-
bid our enjoying the pleasures of love, but it bids us
enjoy them in such a manner as the laws of conscience,
socicty, and temperance permib; it commands us for
monentary gratifications not to desbroy the peace of
families ; not to take away the happiness (a happiness
with which grandeur and riches arc not to be compared)
which those experience whose hearts ave united by love,
nob to profane the first and most boly institusion of
nature. To enjoy the blessing sent by divine lenecfi-
cence, it tells us, 1s virtue and obedience; but it hids us
avoid the allurements of intemperance, whose short hours
of jollity arc followed by tedious days of pain and dejec-
tion ; whose joys turn to madness, and lead to discase,

and to death.”’—Xx, Bix,
THE GOTHIC CONSTITUTIONS.

Bro. Anderson, in his Dook of Constitutions, occasion-
‘ally refers to the “CGrothic Constitutions;” and as he
scomed to be a great admirer of the Augustan style, did
he wage war against the Gothic in a similar way to our
late Battle of the Styles? I cannot make head nor fail
of ib,~—A. CoxstaxT REaper.~[When Anderson wrote of
the “ Gothic Consbitutions,” he alluded to the Constitu-
tions ot Masons in timesconsiderably eavlier than his own,
and did not intend to be understood architecburally. We
know of scveral distinet copies of these early laws for
Masons. Some are in public libraries, others in the
hands of private individuals, not Freemasons, three have
been printed, and we have been told of another, in MS,,
which we have not yeb scen. These have, all bub the
last, reen collabed by us, are ready for the press, and arve
likely, at some early day, to be published separately.
If « A Constant Reader” 15 interested in the snbject, we
shall be happy to afford him further information pri-
vately.]

CORRESPONDENCE,
e Zditor is nof respousible for the opinions expressed by Corvespondents,

THE GLAMORGAN LODGE AND THEIR LATE
ILLEGAL PROCELDINGS.
TO TIE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC SLIRROR,

Dear Sir axp Bromner,—I am almost surprised you
should have overstrained your well-known character for
impartiality to so great an extent as to sufler the appear-
ance, in your last number, of such an ungrammatical
concoclion of impudence, ignorance, and falsehood as
the cpistle which bore the signature of the Senior Deacon
of the Glamorgan Lodge, but which, it is well known,
passed through several hands before it reached yours.

I am well aware I have made use of strong langunage
in thus stigmatising the produoction in gunestion, but if T
do not fully substantiate the charges I have brought
against it, 1 know you will not suffer this to go into
print.

On the charge of impudence, I need say very little,

but may well leave the writer of the precious document
to writhe under the severc but weil-merited castigation
you have inflicted upon him in the few lines you appended
to his letter, simply adding, for your own information,
that Bro. “Nelson D. Marks, Senior Deacon of the
Glamorgan Lodge,” is nof the old and experienced Mason
his authoritative style of diction would lead you to
suppose, bub a very young and very inexperienced
brother, never likely to rise high in the Masonic pro-
fession.

I am not quite sure thab the charge of ignorance ought
not to merge into that of impudence ; but, for the nonce,
will give the writer the credit of really believing what
he states, when be coolly avers that ““nothing uncon-
stitutional was done” at the lodge, the foo faithful re-
port of which has given such umbrage to a few offending
brethren. As we shall shortly be in possession of a
judicial verdiet from the constituted authorities, upon
the legality of the re-initiation of a true and lawful
brother Mason, I wiil not prejudge the gase further than
by expressing an opinion, shaved in by every brother T
have consulted, ot wilfully blinded, that the blissful
ignorance of our Scnior Deacon will be quickly dis-
pelled. Two or three other manifestations of ignorance,
such as the duty of your correspondent to bring the
matter ““ before the Board of General Purposes,” whereas
no such right exists; and a little bit of highflown sen-
timentality about some imaginary * obligation,” existing
only in the misty vision of our Senior Deacon, I pass
withont further comment; but into the more serious
charge I have brought against “ Nelson D. Marks’s”
communication, the proof, or otherwise, of which closely
affects my personal reputation, I must enter a little
more fully.

The Seuior Deacon has had the audacity to affirm that
the report of the proceedings of the Glamorgan Lodge,
which appeared in the Fregirasons’ AlicaziNe of the 14th
ult., was * a most uantrethfal and garbled record of what
happened.” 'This statement, as the brother who vouched
to you for the accuracy of that report, I regretio be com-
pelled to stigmatize as an unmitigated falsehood. And
now for my proof. You are aware that I forwarded to
you, for your last publication, a sucecinet account of the
proceedings of a lodge of emergency, summoned nob
after the publication of your report, but immediately
upon the appearance of the leading article commenting
thereon, to take into consideration that repors. Upon
mature deliberation, and after consultation with other
brethren, anxious to spare the feelings of some, for whom
(although I was well aware they had committed an un-
pardonable Masonic offence) I enterfained the greatest
possible regard, I determined, as the lodge referred to
was compelled tacitly to admit the authenticity of the
report, to allow the matter, so far as any interference of
mine went, to die a natural death; and I, therefore,
wrote you ab the eleventh hour, begging o suppression
of the second report, however inconvenient it might be
to your publisher, and which request, upon the appear-
ance of the scurrilous effusion of our Senior Deacon, I
regretted you complied with. I am sorry the whole
matter must now be re-opened, and cast the blame upon
the defender of “the Glamorgan ILodge, and its late
illegal procecdings.”

At the lodge of emergency alluded to, & very feeble
attempt was made to impugn the veracity of the state-
ment in the BlaGazINE of the 14th ult., and a proposition
actually made to that effecs, whereupon a Past Master
insisted that the report should be read and discussed
seriatim, which having been dune, the same Past Master
proposed, as an amendment, that the report was sub-
stantially and materially correct; when the original
motion was immediately withdrawn, and the amendment
confirming the communication was tacitly carried. The
only paragraph abounb which any guibble was raised, was
the one which contained a statement that the Provin-
cial Grand Dlaster was nob informed of what was
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going on; aud if the words had been added, which
were implied, viz., “in open lodge,” not only would the
record have been “ materially and substantially,” but
Uiterally correct. The real facts of this parb of the case
are forcibly represented in the chavacteristically temperate
letter of ** Bro. Thorp,” who says,—* The discussion had
taken place before he (the Prov. G.]M.) entered the lodge,
and he simply heard the statements (given in the
strictest privacy) of the Past Masters of the lodae ; and,
relying on their opinion, he acquiesced in the decision,
but refused to express his opinion in open lodge, as he
had not heard the full arguments.” How far the sligh®
verbal omission referred to warrants your “impertinent”’
correspondent in denouncing the report as “a most un-
truthful and garbled vecord,” T leave your impartial
readers to determine.’

But a still more personal, and still more purely false
accusation of Bro. Marks, remains to be answered. Ina
confusion of composition, almost sufficient to disturb the
repose of Lindley Murray, our Senior Deacon thus
delivers himself : —“TI certainly did, in announcing the
candidate, act as described: so far your correspondent is
correct, and which I did, not knowing the real state of
the case, and having been misled by your veritable*
(I regret I can in no shape or form return the
compliment, correspondent himself.” My answer to
this is, to tell Bro. Marks that, when he makes the
assertion, that he was misled by your correspondent, or
any one else, he not only states that which is false, but that
which he well knows to be utterly false, and withous tho
least shadow of foundation in truth.

When your correspoundent (with others protesting
against what they conceived to be a cavicature .of
Masonry) retived from the lodge, he found the so-
called candidate partially prepared for admission; aand
knowing him to be an Entered Apprentice Freemason,
pointed out to him one of the absurdities of the farce, in
which he was about to play the principal character;
upon which the Senior Deacon spontaneously, and with-
out solicitation of any kind, made use of these well-
selected words—-I shan’t tell any lies about it; I shall
say "—adding an interpolation to the introduction I
cannot here repeat, but which simply implied that af
least one officer of the lodge meant to iell the truth, of
which determination, and the carrying out of the same,
the Senior Deacon now appears to be hearbily ashamed.
‘What a type of injured innocence would our Senior
Deacon have us believe him! “MMisled.” ¢ Not knov-
ing the facts”—whilst, in consequence of the protesta-
tions of the candidate abt every step—that officer was
actually compelled to seek admission into the lodge, and
formally announce to the W.DL that the so-denominated
candidate was in possession of the secrets of the degree.

But I fear I have too far trespassed upon your vala-
able space; and, feeling perfectly satisfied I have fully
proved each of the charges I deliberately brought
against the epistle to which “Senior Deacon” has
affixed his signature, allow me to take leave of that
worthy official by offering him one piece of salutary ad-
vice,—never to underbake the onerous duties of cham-
pion bo the officers of the Glamorgan Lodge, who (with
one_exception) are an intelligent, a respectable, and
well educated body of men, until he has imbibed much
more deeply of that “Divine attribute which is the foun-
dation of every Masonic virtue,” as well as much more
attentively studied that branch of the liberal arts and
sciences which “teaches the proper arrangement of
words, and which enables us to write a language with
accuracy, agreeably to reason and correct usage.”

Yours truly and fraternally,

. ConrREspONDENT.
Cardiff, December 7th, 1863.

* Veritable, “ true "—Johnson, “Truthful "—Walker.

T@ TIE EDITOR OF TIE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

Drear Sir axp Bromier,—We, the undersigned mem-
bers of the Glamorgan Lodge, present at a meeting on
November 10th, having read a repori of that meeting in
the TFreeyasoxs’ Macazixe of November 14th, beg to
affirm that the same is substantially and materially cor-
rect ; and So express our surprise that an officer of the
lodge could have so far forgotten himself as fulsely to
designate that veport “o most untruthful and garbled
record of what happened.”

Signed by a Past Master, a Provincial Grand Officer,
and seven officers and members of the Glamorgan Lodge.

EXCLUSION OF VISITORS AT MASONIC
TRIALS.

TO TUE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC JIRROR,

Desr Sz AND Brorier,—As you have in your Maca-
2IxE (very properly, I think,) taken ground against the
dictum of the Grand Registrar, which, ina great measure,
led fio the decision of Grand Lodge at its last Quarterly
Mecbing, in favour of the appeal of the W.M. of St.
Johw’s Lindge (No. 182, T.R.,) against the D. Prov. G.AML
for the District of Quebec and Three Rivers, I shall
endeavour to give you, as succinetly and faithfally as
possible, o statement of the facts of the case, in order
that should you, as you have intimated you would, return
to it, you may understand the subject in all its bearings.
At the eclection of officers for Albion Lodge (No. 17,
E.R.), whereof I am now in my secoud year, the W.M,,
in 1859, as well as at that in 1860, a certain member of
it (who has since, after duc trial, been excluded from
the lodge) failed in being elected to the chair of W.IML,
each time by a small majority. Upon both occasions he
did his utmost to have the clection set aside by the non-
confirmation of the minubes, failing both times in his
efforts; bub upon the second occasion his motion being
only negatived by the casting vote of the W.IL

At the following election, in 1881, his intimate asso-
ciate and junior partner in the law business (who happens
to be the appellant in the case in question) was also a
rejected candidate for the office of W.M. in the Albion,
the lodge preferring me to him by such a decided ma-
jority that, in this instance, there was no atbempt made
to set aside the election.

Previous to this, and subsequent to the double rejec-
tion of the first mentioned hrother, it began to be ap-
parent to the lodge that, piqued, no doubt, by these de-
feats of himself and partner, he, assisted by one or two
others, had formed the determination to destroy it, by
causing the vejection of almost every candidate who was
proposed in it, whether for initiation or as joining mem-
bers. But after the said rejection, in 1861, of his inti-
mate associate and parvtner, the existence of this unhal-
lowed conspiracy was quite patent to almost every
member of the lodge. Mabters were in this state, the
fatal black balls constantly appearing in the ballot box,
and the Albion fast becoming a hy-word among the
Oraft, for persistent and indiscriminate rejection of
candidates, when, on the 27th December last, a univer-
sally respected brother and citizen, who had several times
filled the office of its W.DM., but who had, for some cause, -
seen fit to declare off, and desired to rejoin the lodge, was
halloted for, the fatal black balls again appearved in the
hox.

Tt happened, however, that upon this occasion some
of the brethren saw a noted partisan of the presumed
conspirators cast a black ball into the ballot box, and one
of them informed the rejected brother of the cirenm-
stance, Ie, naturally fecling highly indignant at such
conduet, called upon the brother whom he had been in-
formed had cast the black ball against him, and asking the
brother (who at once admibted the fact) whether in so
black halling him he had done so in consecquence of any-
thing he knew against his public, private, or moral
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character, was informed, in reply (I quote the precise
words, which were subsequently proved in open lodge),
“T did not black ball you because I had anything against
your public or private character, but I did so for private
reasons of my own, which have determined me to black
ball every one who may be proposed in Albion Lodge,
were it even my own brother.”

The rejected brother thereupon brought a charge
before the lodge against him for un-Masonic conduct, in
having so black balled him without cause.

For the investigation of this charge, a copy of which
was immediately transmitted to the accused, I summoned
a special, or emergent meeting of the lodge, and as there
had been what I considered very improper interference,
on the part of several members of a Scotch Lodge
here (the St. Andrew’s, No 856), with the concerns of the
Albion—indeed, one of the brethren (who figures lower
down as attempting to beard meinthechair) bad even gone
ahout the streets, whilst he was yet an B.A,, canvassing
for the candidate opposed to me ab the election for W.M.
in 1861, as if the same had been some common council
affair—I determined that none shounld be present at this
meeting who were not members of the lodge. But
although of my intention in this vespect the fraternity
throughout the city were well advised, there were several
visitors present when I opened the lodge. When, hovw-
ever, it was opened, I requested, in the most courteous
manner, all present who were not members of the lodge,
except those who had been summoned as wituesses, to
withdraw. My request was at once compiied with by
every one, except the member of St. Andrew’s to whom
Ihavejust adverted, who,I had been previously informed,
intended to be present to “test the question” of my
right (so I presume he meant) to exclude visitors, and
who, in the most unjustifiable mauner, endeavoured to

“address the chair, This I energetically prevented, and
told him, if he would not withdraw upon my courteous
request to that effect, I should have to order him to do
s0. As he still persisted, I was at length obliged pe-
remptorily to order him to retire, when he left the room.

The accused brother was then pub upon his trial, in
which he was assisted by all the legal talent of the
two afore-mentioned unsuccessful aspirants to the chair
of W.M, and after a lengthened investigation was
found guilty by the almost unanimous voice of the lodge,
there being only tiwo dissenbients, namely, the aforesaid
appellant (the W.ML of St John's Lodge), and a P.M.
of St. Andrew's Liodge, who is also & member of the
Albion, and the sentence of permanent exclusion from
the lodge passed upon him. .

It happened at this meeting that the regular Tyler
of the lodge, not being able to attend, had, with my con-
currence, engaged a member of the St. Andrew’s to take
his place, and he tyled the lodge for him. At its next
meeting, a complaint for un-Masonic conduct was brought
before St. Andrew’s Lodge agaiust this hrother, for not
having left his post when a member of his lodge, who
had urged him to do so, had been ordered to retive from
Albion Lodge. This was done without any notice whas-
ever having been given him of the complaint, or any
opportunity afforded him to defend himself against it;
and the same having been sustained by a majority of
the lodge, upon the ex paste statement of the brother
who had been ordered to retire from Albion Lodge, a
farther vote of censure was passed against him, he being
absent, and altogether ignorant of the whole proceced-
ings. At the following meeting of the lodge, when the
W.M. having put the minutes for confirmation in the
usual manner, a member of Albion Lodge, who is at
the same time an honorary member of St. Andrew’s,
made a motion, which was duiy seconded, that that part
of the minutes relating to the censure of the brother in
question he not confirmed, which the W.AL refused to
put. The said brother then made another motion, founded
on Sec. 8 Chap. 11, of the Scottish Constitutions. This

motion the W.MM. also refused to pubt. The W.M. then
again put the minutes for confirmation, when there ap-
peared a majority against their being confirmed. He
thereupon declared that the minutes must be confirmed,
provided there was nothing in them contrary to fact; and
after asking cach brother separately whether the minutes
were correctly recorded, and none saying nay, he declared
them duly confirmed, basing his decision upon a passage
in “ Lauries’ History of Masonry,” page 292. The brother
who had acted as Tyler for the Albion, as aforesaid, was
thereupon called up and censured, when he declared coff
the lodge.

The St. Audrew’s Lodge has also appealed to the
Grand Lodge of Scotland against me, because I ordered
one of its members to rebire from the Albion upon the
occasion referred to, as well as against the D. Prov. G.M.
for Quebee, &e., for not having, on its complaint to him,
censured me for doing so. Indeed this Scotch lodge,
the only one in the cisy, appears to be quite an irrespon-
sible body. It has proved itself, if I may use the ex-
pression, a very Masonic Ishmael; and in the case of the
troubles in the Albion, there is no doubt that several of its
leading members lent their influence to increase them,
and to bring discredit and ruin upon the lodge, mainly,
I have reason to believe, because it was the foremost
English lodge here, and that it would nob submit to the
dictation of two or three of its members who were pos-
sessed of more agsurance than either education, intelli-
gence, or Masonic feeling. :

Immediately after the above-mentioned trial in Albion
Tiodge, I wrote letters to the different lodges in the city,
explanatory of my decision in excluding visitors upon
that occasion, which, with the exception of the St.
Andrew’s, werc deemed satisfactory. The Civil Service
(No. 148, R.C.), the Warrington (Mo. 49, R.C.), aud the
St. John's (No. 182, E.R.), respectively passed resolutions
highly commendatory of my conduct, that of the St.
John’s Lodge being in the following terms :—

“That, with reference to the letter of W. Bro. William
Spink, W.M. of Albion Lodge, of the 23rd February,
18683, this lodge regrets that W. Bro. Spink should have
thought that any of its members felt slighted, or at all
annoyed, with his decision on the occasion referred to,
but, on the contrary, quite concur in the opinion ex-
pressed in his said letter; and that a copy of this reso-
Iution be transmitted to V. Bro. Spink.”

The brother who had brought the charge against the
member of Albion Lodge, which had resulted, as above
shown, in the exclusion of the latter, being an honorary
member of St. John’s Lodge, was, in his turn, subjected
to a charge for non-Masonic conduct, brought against
him shortly afterwards in that lodge by the excluded
brother, to the effect that he had violated the scerets of
the ballot and disclosed Masonic conversations.

For the trial of this charge, the W.M. of St. John's
Lodge (following my example, so far) summoned an emer-
gency meeting, at which, after a protracted inquiry, the
charge, although ably followed up by the senior partner
in the legal co-partnership above referred to, who acted
as the accuser’s counsel, was disposed of by the two-
fold declaration that the accused was not guilty, and that
the charge was “ malicious, frivolous, and vexatious,”
which decision would have been carried nnanimously had
not two of the members, objecting simply to the word
“ malicious™ in the motion, voted against it.

Previous to this trial the 'W.ML. of St. John's Lodge
called upon P. Prov. G.M., George Thompson, an hono-
rary member of that lodge, and one of the most respect-
able men, as well as ablest, most zealous, and brightest
Masons in the city, to ask his advice how it had best be
conducted. Bro. Thompson advised him to conduct it
precisely as I had done 1n the recent trial in the Albion.
The W.M. of St. John's then said he wounld not ex-
clude visitors. Brother Thompson replied that if he did
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not do so he would make a motion for that purposs, as,
indeed, he had been requested to do by several members
of the lodge. Nothing further was said on the subject,
and the impression naturally remained on Bro. Thomp-
son’s mind that if the W.DM., of his own accord, did nob
order the exclusion of visitors, he would, at least, offer
1o objection to the sense of the lodge (which was very
well known to be against their admission) being taken on
the question, Otherwise, Bro. Thompson, instead of pro-
posing the motion which the W.M. refused to put, would
have contented himself by entering a protest against
what he considered to be a most unjustifiable proceeding
on the part of the W.M. of St. John's Lodge.

It was, you will recollect, upon the decision of the
D. Prov. G.M. for the District of Quebec, &e., in respect
to Bro. Thompson’s appeal to the Provincial Grand
‘Liodge here, that the adverse judgment of Grand Lodge
was given; and upon a review of the facts I have here
given you, endeavouring, whilst I have done so,  nothing
to extenuate or ought set down in malice,” you cannot
fail to gather an insight into the un-Masonic agencies of
Albion Lodge, and those who had its best interests, as
well as those of the other English lodges in this city, at
heart, have had to contend against. The Albion now, I
am happy to say, is in a most flourishing condition,—
¢ prospering and to prosper,” whilst this time last year
it was upon the very verge of ruin. This is due to the
lodge having excluded from i6 {(as I have intimated at
the commencement of my letter), the brother who was,
no doubt, the chief conspirator against it, as well as him
who was a mere tool of the former, and who, so wickedly
and foolishly, expressed his black balling propensilies;
and also to the lodge having added an additional black
ball, making it three, to the number required for the re-
Jjection of a candidate, which must serve ag a greab
protection against the recurrence of such an un-
principled combination as the one the lodge has
thus escaped from. The one drawback to the sabisfaction
entertained at this improved state of things, is the de-
cision of Grand Lodge against our D. Prov. G.M. This
decision was undoubtedly premature, or I should, per-
baps, rather say over-hasty; and, although unquestion-
ably right per se—inasmuch as there can be no appeal
to his lodge against the decision of a W.3L, the case was
one which should have been adjudicated upon upon
broader grounds. The meeting of St. John’s Lodge,
where the guestion first arose, was not an ordinary one.
It was a special meeting, called for the sole purpose of
the exercise by its members of extraordinary fanctions
of a judicial character, appertaining only to colonial
{odges, and the general rules of the Craft, regnlating the
lodges in the mother country, ought nof, as they have
been by Grand Lodge, applied to 1. The lodge as for
the time being a Board of General Purposes, and the
regulations governing that body, and not those Ilaid
down for the guidance of lodges when performing their
usual work, were those by which its proceedings should
have been held to have been regulated and judged.

In conclusion—for I am afraid I have already over-
taxed your patience—let meadd, as regards Bro. Thomp-
son being an “honorary” member of St. John’s Lodge,
upon which circumstance a good deal of stress has been
laid, as well by the appellant, as by some membhers in
Grand Lodge, that the by-laws of St. John’s Lodge give
him the same powers, rights, and privileges, as any other
member of the lodge.

I remain, dear Sir and Brother, yours fraternally,

W. 8, W.M. Albion Ledge (No. 17), E.R.

Two things well considered, would prevent many quarrels ;
first, to have it well ascertained whether we are not disputing
about terms rather than things; and secondly, to examine whe-
ther that, on which we differ, is worth contending about.

THE MASONIC MIRROR.

METROPOLITAN.

Py1iraGoREAY LoD&E (No. 79).—The usual monthly meeting
of this old established and prosperous lodge was held on Monday,
November 30th, at Bro. Moore’s, Globe Tavern, Royal Hill,
Greenwich. DBro. W. R. Orchard, W.M., presided, and passed
three brethren to the Fellow Craft’s degree; Bro. H. A. Col-
lington, P.M., raised one brother to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason; Bro. W. C. Penny, P.M. and Hon. Sec., pro
tem., initiated one gentleman into the Order. All the work was
ably done,as may beimagined from the names of the brethren who
presided in the different degrees, After business the brethren
partook of one of those excellent banquets which Bro. J. Moore
is now so well famed for. There were several visitors,

WEeLLINGTON Lopar (o, 548).—The usual meeting of this
well established lodge took place on Tuesday, December 8th,
al the Clarendon Arms Tavern, Upper Lewisham-road. DBro.
John Stevens, W.M., assisted by Bros. Simmons, P.M.; R.
Welsford, P.M.; Owden, P.M.; R. Bentley, P.M.; W. Hzay,
P.M.; Bagshaw, S.W.; Wakefield, J.W.; Raraty, Treas.;
Bumstead, Sec. and J.D.; G. Wilton, 8.D.; Gale, 1.G.; Carver,
B. Skinner, Miller, Liddiard, Savage, and many ofhers opened
the lodge. Amongst the visitors we noticed Bros. F, Walters,
W.AL 73 and Sec. 871; G. Bolton, P.M. 147, 169, 1044; S.
Blomeley, S.W. 871, &c. The only ceremony which was per-
formed was raising one brother to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason, which Bro. J. Stevens, W.M., performed in his
usual faultless manner. This being election wnight for
officers for the ensuing year, the by-laws were read and ballots
taken for W.M., which was declared unanimous in favour of the
S.W., Bro. Bagshaw ; and for Treasurer, it was declared to be
wnanimons in favour of Bro. R. Welsford, P.M., the former
Treasurer, Bro. Raraty, declining the honour of serving another
year, The officers for the Benevolent Fund were all unanimously
re-elected. DBros. Carver, Liddiard, and Savage were elected
as Auditors. The munificent sum of £5 was unanimously voted
from the benevolent fund of the lodge towards defraying the
funeral expenses of a member who died in distressed circum-
stances. Business being completed the brethren adjourned toa
superior banquet.

INSTRUCTION.
Eyvritioxy Lopbek ofF InrproviMENT (No. 236).

The anniversary of this excellent Lodge of Instruction was
celebrated at the I'reemasons’ Tavern, on Friday, the 27th ult.
The lodge was opened ab seven o’clock by Bro. 8. B. Wilson,
P.G.D., who presided, supported by Bros. M<Intyre, G. Reg.;
J .LL Evans, President of the Board of General Purposes;
Head, G.D. ; Udall, Potter, Hopwood, and Savage, P.G.D.’s;
Wood, G. Dir. of Cers.; Nutt, Assist. G. Dir. of Cers. ; Empson,
P.G.8.B.; Farnfield, Assist. G. Sec.; Stebbing, Vice-President
of the Board of General Purposes; and nearly 200 other
brethren, The first lecture was ably worked as follows :—1Ist
section, by Bro. R. Grey, J.W. 269; 2nd, Bro. W. C. Bacon,
1.G. 269; 8rd, Bro. W, Hollingworth, J.\W. 76 ; 4th, Bro, W. E.
Jefferys, .M. 215 ; 5th, Bro. C. A. Murbon, P.M. 7 (Sec.) ; 6th,
Bro. F. Binckes, P.M. 11; 7th, Bro. I, Mead, S.W. 275.

At the conclusion of the working a vote of thanks was
unanimously passed to Bro. Wilson for the able manner in
which he had presided, and a similar well-deserved compliment
accorded to the various brethren who had worked the
different sections, The lodge having been closed, the brefhren
adjourned to

Tue BANQUET,
which was admirably served. Bro. M‘Intyre, G. Reg., presided ;
and, on the removal of the cloth, proposed the usual toast
given on these occasions, “ The pious Memory of Peter Gilkes,”
the founder of the lodge, which was drunk in solemn silence,

‘The W, MastER then said that loyalty to the Sovereign bad
ever been the characteristic of Englishmen, and the health of her
Majesty.had ever been received with acclamation among Masons.
They had been in the halit of regarding the Queen as the
daughter of a Mason and the niece of Masons, and he trusted
that before twelve months were over they would be able to hail
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her as the mother of a Mason. (Cheers) He gave them the
Queen and the Craft. (Applause.)

The Y. MASTER said that, having discharged their. duty to
the Sovereign of the realm, he must call upon them to testify
their respect to the Earl of Zetland, M.W.G. M., the sovereign
and ruler of the Craft—(cheers)—who might be fruly said to
reign in the hearts of his subjects. (Cheers) He had now
ruled over the Craft for many years, and every year he more
endeared himself to the brethren by the manuer in which he
discharged his duties, and his thorough Lnglish and Masonic
qualities. (Cheers.)

The W. MasTER said he had now to propose “ The Health of
the Earl de Grey and Ripon, Deputy Grand Master, and the
rest of the Grand Officers.” In the Deputy Grand Master they
had a nobleman who had earned the csteem of every Iinglish-
mau by the talent and prudence with which he had discharged
his duties in her Majesty’s Councils, and of the brethren by his
courteons bearing in Grand Lodge, and his attention to the
duties of his office as Deputy Grand Master. (Cheers.) Of the
other Grand Officers, they were honoured with the presence of
several, though not so many as he could have wished. On his
right sab a brother (Bro. Evans) who had most important and
onerous duties to discharge, and he could truly say that no
brother could have brought to the performance of the duties of
President of the Board of General Purposes, greater talent,
patience, or courtesy, than Bro. Evans. He had often very un-
pleasant duties to perform in adwonishing or awarding punish-
ment to members of the Craft, but he always discharzed them
with courtesy and firmmess, whilst he was careful not to over-
step his duties. There were, as he stated, various other Grand
Officers present, who, he was sure, were carcful in the discharge
of the duties to which the Grand Master had ealled them, and
who, he helieved, deservedly enjoyed the respect of the brethren.
With the toast of the Deputy Grand Master and the rest of the
Grand Officers, he would couple the name of Bro. Evaus.
(Cheers.)

The PRESIDENT OF THB BOARD oF GENERAL PURPosEs felt
that hie need say uothing on the part of the D.G.M., whom they
all knew so well and so highly respected. (Cheers.) With
regard to himself and the other Grand Officers who stood
around him, he could only say they were desirous and endea-
voured to perform their duties to the best of their ability.
(Cheers.) He endeavoured to bring to the discharge of the
duties with which lie hind been entrusted, all the zeal, industry,
and talent he possessed, and he hoped he had not been found
wanting. (Cheers.) Once more he sincerely thanked them for
the manner in which they had responded fo the toast of the
Grand Otflicers, whose humble representative lie then was.
(Cheers.)

The W, MASTER next gave, “ Success to the Emulation Lodge
of Tmprovement, and its able President and Preceptor, Dro.
Wilson.” (Applanse.) They all knew that the Emulation Lodge
of Improvement was looked np to as an exemplar of working,
not only in London but throughout the country. (Cheers.)
He understood that the lodge had been in existence upwards of
40 years, and of that period Bro. Wilson had presided over it
for nearly 30 years. The Iimulation Lodge of Improvement
had been established with the view of preserving and inculeating
one system of working amongst the Craft, and no brother had
worked more zealously to that end than its able and talented
president, (Cheers.) They all knew the excellent qualities of
Bro. Wilson, and he must be allowed to express a hope
that e might be spared for many years to preside over the
lodge and direct their studies. (Cheers.) Irom what they
had seen, however, of Bro. Wilson’s pupils they must be satisfied
that when, full of ycars and honowrs, lie was removed from
amongst them there would not be wauting fitting successors to
keep up the prestige and honour of the lodge, and preserve the
landmarks and purity of their working. (Cheers.)

Bro. Wirsox, who was prevented speaking for some time by
the applause, returned thanks to the W.M. and the brethren
for the manner in which they had been pleased to propose and
respond to the toast. e could only say in reply that he felt
bound by his obligations to convey, as best he could, any know-
ledge he possessed to brethren seeking nstruction. The WM.
had been pleased to refer to the lengthened period his humble
services had been given to the Craft, It was true that t6 was
nearly thirty years since he became the president of that lodge,
having succeeded that excellent Mason, Bro. Peter Gilkes, who
died in 1833. He felt great gratification in being allowed to

preside over the lodge, and he was obliged to the Lodge of
Unions for having given their sanction and support to the Emu~
lation Lodge of Improvement. He trusted —nay, le believed—
that the way in which the Lodge of Instruction had worked,
bad met with the approbation of the parent Lodge, and he felt
that if it had not, their sanction to its working would have been
withdrawn, He was proud of the officers of the lodge and of
the brethren who assisted him in the working, and he felt that
the time was fast approaching when lhe must give up the pre-
sidency of the lodge to younger and abler hands (No, no) ; but
whilst he was amongst them Le should continue to do his best
to merit their approbation. (Cheers.)

The W, MasTER having asked Bro. Fenn, the late Secretary
of the lodge, to step forward, said thas, in addition to their
other ualities, they were not ungrateful for services rendered
by the brethren. It was very seldom, however, that they had
to show their gratitude to a brother who so well deserved it as.
Bro. FFenn, their late Secretary. (Applause) Bro. Fenn had
most ably fulfilled his duties not ounly as Secretary, but at all
times and upon all oceasions he was prepared and able efficiently
to fill any position in the lodge which might be required—from:
the Inner Guard upwards. The W.M. then procecded to present
Bro. Fenn with a very handsome jewel, leaving an appropriate-
inscription, assuring him that it was the free gift of the mem-
bers, to mark their esteem for him as a brother and a diligent
worker, and he (the W.M.) felt assured that it could not have:
been placed on the breast of a more able or worthy Mason..
(Cheers.)

Bro. Fexxy, who was loudly cheered, said he could not sufii-
ciently thank them for the compliment they had been pleased to-
pay him. He could assure them that he had not resigned his.
oftice of Sceretary without regret, but it had been an act of neces-
sity ratherthan choice, owing to a change of residence, which reu-
deredit inconvenient forhim toattend with that regularity he had
hitherto done. He felt the less regret, however, as he knew
that in his successor, Bro. Murton, they would have a most able
and zealous Sceretary. IHe accepted the elegant jewel with
which they had presented him with difidence, feeling that he
had discharged the duties of Secrebary for too short a period to
merit so handsome a reward. Ie was gratified, however, if by the-
discharge of his duties he had obtained the esteem of the bre-
thren ; and though retiring from the office of Secretary he should
bealways happy to render any service in his power to the lodge,
in which lie felt proud to fecl he had made some valuable and.
sincere {riendships, and in which he had spent many very
pleasant hours amongst the brethren, (Cheers.)

Bro. Evays said that the brethren would agree with him that
they were deeply indebted to any brother who undertook to
preside over their annual festivals. The Chairman of a meeting
like that had no easy task to fulfil—and how ably Bro. McIntyre:
had discharged the duties they could all bear witness—and,
indeed, all who had seen his tact and readiness in Grand Lodge,
must be aware of the taleuts of their worthy president of that
evening. e felt that to be the president of such a meeting
was a proud position for any man, and he was glad to see the
chair so well filled. He (Bro. Evans) was one of the oldest
membars of the lodge, having been a pupil of Peter Gilkes, and
was glud to see its continued prosperity. e gave them “The :
Health of the Chairman of the evening, Bro. G. MeIntyre.”
(Cheers.)

The W. MastER had considerable difficulty in returning:
thanks for the kind manner in which the toast had been pro-
posed and responded to. He was always most anxious efficiently
to discharge his duties to the Craft at all times and in all
seasons, feeling that no one had a right to undertake office
without being prepared properly and conscientiously to dis-
charge its duties. (Cheers.) In all lodges, everything should
be done with exactitude and precision, and in none did they
find their business better carried out than in the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement (cheers) ; and those who were not pre-
pared fully to discharge their duties, had better keep outside
the Craft. (Cheers.) He felt it a high lionour to he allowed
to preside over their annual festival, and was most gratified by
their kinduess townrds him.  He trusted he might be able to
meet them for many vears to come, and be a witness of theiv
increased and increasing prosperity. (Cheers.)

Bro. SrEppIye had a difficult task in having to speak after
their excellent Master. e had, however, a pleasing duty to
perform, that of proposing prosperity to the Lodge of Unions,
under the sanction of which the Emulation Lodge of Improve-
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ment held their meetings, They must, in looking abt the
flourishing state of the offshoot, remember the parent tree, and,
judged by the offshoot, a good old trunk it must be. (Cheers.)
They were all decply indebted to the Lodge of Unions for
giving its sanction to the Lodge of Improvement, which so
well maintained the landmarks of their working ; but the Lodge
of Unions was equally distinguished for its charities—and from
that lodge they received the first Lady Vice-President of the
Boys’ School, in the wife of Capt. Lamb, who had collected the
noble sum of £250 for the charity. e could assure them that
the country brethren looked up to the Lodge of Emulation with
pleasure as a model of working, and they felt that they cowid
always rely on its decisions, whilst it was gunided by so excellent
and talented a Mason as Bro. Wilson, and so well supported by
the brethren, The R.W. Drother concluded by proposing
“ Prosperity to the Lodge of Unions, No. 256.”

Bro. WaTERS, P.M. of the Lodge of Unions, returned thanks,
and assured the brethren that the lodge felt proud of the Lodge
of Improvement working under its sanction, and to the -instruc-
tion afforded in which the brethren owed many of its most
talented members. (Cheers.)

The W. MASTER said that, though they were met to celebrate
the anniversary of the Emulation Lodge of Lmprovement, they
must not forget there was another Lodge of Instruction to
which they were deeply indebted. (Cheers.) There was no ill
feeling between them ; and though the two lodges differed
slightly in their teachings, in their essentials they were the
same, and he hoped ere long, through the exertions of the
talented brother at the head of the two lodges, a perfect uni-
formity of working might be obtained, and not a word of dif-
ference be between them. Ie (the W.M.) could, however, bear
witness that there was now no essential difference between the
lodges, inasmuch as’he worked both systems, and had
before now done 5o in thie same evening. (Cheers.) The W.M.
concluded by giving,  Prosperity to the Sister Lodge of In-
struction,” coupled with the name of Bro. Muggeridge, its ex-
cellent preceptor. (Cheers.)

Bro. MTGGERIDGE said he was delighted with the kind and
hearty manner the last toast had been proposed and responded
to. The members of the Bmulation Lodge of Tmprovement on
all occasions treated him with the greatest kindness and cousidera-
tion, not only us the representative of the sister Lodge of In-
struction, but as an individual brother; and he assured them
that the members of the Stability Lodge of Instruction enter-
tained the same kind feeling of respect and esteem for the excel-
lent and worthy President of this lodge, Bro. Stephen Barton
Wilson. He wished the same uniformity existed in both lodges
as regarded working the ceremonies of the Order. 'There cer-
tainly was a difference ; but, after all, as the worshipful chairman
had said, what did it amount to? Why, a mere diflerence in
phraseology : they both communicated the same signs, tokens,
and words, and inculeate the same principles of morality and
virbue. Bub whatever differences existed, they were not created
by him, as he was taught by his predecessor and instructor,
Bro. Peter Thomson, at the Stability Lodge of Instruetion, and
precisely so he taught. The same way of working had been
practised at that lodge of instruction since its formation by
Bros. Broadfoot, Satterly, and Peter Thomson, in 1817 ; yet he
could feel great pleasure in doing all that lay in his power to
promote uniformity between the two sister lodges of instruction.
Forty years ago he believed there were only those two lodges of
instruction, with the exception of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge in
London, and that was ihe reason they were called  Sisters.”
They had always been on the most friendly terms with each
other, and he hoped that the cords of brotherly love by which
they were bound would very soon be drawn much tighter, so
that they might be more united in respect to the working part
of Freemasonry. Hoping the Emulation Lodge would continue
to prosper, he thanked them most sincerely for inviting him to
be their guest that evening, and for the kindness they had
shown him on this and many previous oceasions. (Cheers.)

“The Working Brethren,” “The Charities,” and one or two
other toasts having been drunk, the brethren separated, the pro-
ceedings having been enlivened by some singing from Bros.
Tedder and Buekland, :

[The only drawback to the pleasures of these Annual Festi-
vals is the late hour at which the lodge meets, which prevents
all living beyond the sound of Bow Bells stopping to the close,
the proceedings lasting until past midnight.]

PROVINCIAL,

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. .

STOW-0N-THE-Worp.—Priince of Wales Lodge (No. 951).—
On Monday, the 23rd ult., the usual monthly lodge was held at
the Unicorn Hotel, in this town, when Bros. Neale, Tipping,
Gardiner, Bullock, Thornbury, and Gallop, having passed a
most satisfactory examinatiou as F.C., were raised to the sublime
degree of M.AIL, Bro. the Rev. W. Bamford was at the same
time passed from the degree of E.A. to that of F.C. The Jodge
was visited by Bro. E. 8. Cossens, W.M. No. 900, and P. Prov.
8.G.W. for the province of Gloucester, who, at the request of
the W.M., conferred the above mentioned degrees in the most
impressive manner, each brother being introduced separately.
The W.M. appointed Bros. the Revs. Otto Ball and — Hadow,
Chaplains; S. Wooles, $.D.; J. W. Neale, J.D.; J_. Buliock,
LG.; W, Thornbury, Organist ; T. Tipping, Dir. of Cers.; and
J. 8. Gallop, Tyler. The brethren, after the conclusion of the
labours of the evening, adjourned to the banqueb room, where
a most excellent supper awaited them. The chair was filled
by Sir J. Maxwell Steele Graves, Bart., and the vice-'chmr by
Bro. Robt. J. Brookes, 8.\V. The usual foasts were given and
duly honoured in antient form, and a very pleasant evening
was spent.

SOMERSETSHIRE.

Barit—Royel Sussex Lodge (No. 53).—This lodge held its
annual gathering at the Corridor Rooms, on Monday, the 7th
inst., for the purpose of installing their new Master, Bro. W. .
Bennet, into the chair. The ceremony was most ably performed
by the retiring Master, Bro. E. T. Payne, and elicited the warm
approval of the numerous brethren present, and a cordial vote
of thanks for the very efficient way in which the ceremony was
conducted. A more numerous company it is rarely our pleasure
to meet, numbering above eighty brethren from all parts of the
provinee, inclading some from Wilts and Hants. The W.LML
was pleased to appoint Dros. Stothert, 8.W.; Davey, J.W,;
Rev.— Davey, Chap.; Smith, Treas. ; Hollway, Sec.; W. Gibbs,
S.D.; Parkham, J.D.; Shumm, LG.; Hayward and Strong,
Stewards ; Marshall, Div. of Cers. TFrom the very large
attendance, it would be occupying too much space to give the
names and titles of those present ; we shall therefore observe that,
ab the conclusion of the business, the brethren adjourned to
Amnuy’s Hotel, when a most splendid banquet awaited them ;
in fact, too much praise cannot be given to the Stewards, as-
sisted by the worthy host, for the very excellent arrangements
made for the comfort of their guests, amounting to seventy
brethren who sat down. On the removal of the cloth, «“The
Queen and the Craft”” was given, with true Masonic zeal, fol-
lowed by “ God save the Queen,” Bro. , Milsom presiding at the
piano. ““The Prince of Wales and the other members ot the
Royal Family” followed in rapid snceession. The W.AL,in pro-
posing the Army, Navy, and Volunteers, alluded to the pleasure he
felt in seeing a brother amongst them who was one of the 500
who rode into that valey of destruction at Balaklava, and had
been spared, through that fearful storm, to reburn to his native
land unscathed, aud was now the W.M. elect of their sister
lodge—the Lodge of Ionour (No. 379, late 528),—he, there-
fore, coupled his, Bro. Capt. Muttlebury’s, namewith that of the
army, Bro. Capt. Palmer, of the navy, and Bro. Capt. Ford, with
the volunteers, ecach of which responded to the toast, Dro.
Capt. Muttlebury according a meed of praise to the efficiency
of the volunteer force, as being Xnglind’s pride and grearest
seeuvity against any storm that might overtake us, and fally
equal to combat with the dark clouds that ab present obscure
the political  horizon.— Bro. C. T, MARSHALL proposed
“The R.W. the Grand Master, and Grand Lodge of England.”
Bro. C. W. Oniver next proposed the Acting Prov. G.M. of the
provinee, the D. Prov. G.M,, and Graud Lodge of Somerset,
greatly regretting that this was the third aaniversary of the
lodge that had assembled without the appointmens of a Provin-
cial Grand Master. He was quite sure the interests of the
Craft materially suflered in consequenee, not only in numbers,
but in the assistance that would be given to the different
Charities. They had petitioned the Cirand Master, bub no re-
sponse whatever was given to their prayer, and he felt that,
considering the extent, the influence, and the number of Masons
even as ab present constituted, of the province, that they were
entitled to expect that they should have a Prov. Grand Master ap-
pointed them, and not as at present be ruled by depuby. Still,
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he was bound to say theic deputy had gained, by his kindly dis-
position, the good will of the province, and had carried on its
dutie§ with great credit to himself, and he felt very great plea-
sure In proposing the toast.—Bro. KrrLway, Prov. J.G.1W,
responded, regrebting the absence of his superior officers. He
quite agreed with Bro. Oliver that the province should have its
head, but he could not forget the great qualities of their deputy,
whosp exertions on behalf of Masonry were excelled by none,
and it was by his energy the Masonic Charities had been sup-
ported to the extent they had.—Bro. W, Sirri proposed the
Prov. G.M. and Grand Lodge of Wiltshire, coupling with it
the name of Bro. 8. Wittey, the Prov. S.G.W. of that provinee,
~—DBro. WITTEY expressed the pleasure he felt ab being present
that day, not only for the gratification of seeing an old and
. valued friend installed in the chair, who he was quite sure
. would fulfil all its duties with satisfaction to himself and credit
to the lodge, but for the fraternal spirit which animated the
brethren of the two provinces in assisting each other with their
support at the different elections of candidates; and he felt
sure the more that feeling was eultivated by those interchanges
of visits the bebter it would be for both provinces, many mem-
bers of which belonged to lodges in each, showing that they
might almost be considered as one family of brotherhood.—Bro,
‘W. Syt proposed «The Provinces of Bristol and Hants,”
which was responded to by the W.M. of the former and by Bro.
Torp for the latter.—Bro. Dr. FALCONER then proposed «The
Health of the W.M., Bro. Bennet,” expressing the great plea-
sure he felt ab seeing him installed in that chair, one who he
might say had received his education in that lodge; and it was
a gratifying fact that they now required to go from their ini-
tiated brethren to find officers to fulfil its different duties.
After passing a high compliment to the W.M’g, ability, he con-
cluded by proposing his hiealth, to which the W.M. replicd in an
able speech, assuring them he would use his utmost endeavours to
perform its duties and maintain its well-carned reputation, and
concluded by proposing ““The Installing Master, Bro. E. T.
Payne,” and thanked him for the very efficient way in which
he performed the ceremonies.—Bro. PATNE, on rising, was re-
ceived with quite an ovation of applause, and expressed the plea-
sure he felt at all times in being of service to the lodge, which
he Jesignated asa labour of love; in fact, he should always look
baclk to his year of office, just expirved, with the greatest pride
and pleasure, it being a noticeable fact that during that time
there had not been one dissentient vote given in the lodge, every-
thing having been done with the greatest unanimity. e was
greatly indebted to his officers for their assistance, and while
admitting it would be invidious to individualise any particular
officer, still he could not forget the services of the Secretary,
Bro. Hollway, to whom he felt greatly indebted, and hoped each
would accept his best thanks.—Bro. Horrway then gave the
D.M.s of No. 53, which was replied to by Bro. OLIVER.—~Bro.
Coanraxs proposed the Masonic Chavities, coupling with it the
name of that worthy and indefatigable brother who had favoured
them with his company, Bro. F'. Binckes, the Secretary of the Boys’
School. He (Bro. C.) would not be understood as advocating any
one of the charities in particular, as each had an equal claim
to their sympathy and support ; and drew attention to the former
position of the parents of the children in the schools, who had
held many of them the same position in the Craft as those he saw
around him,—DBro. BINCKES, with his usual ability, responded,
setting forth the position of the different institutions and their
requirements, which resulted in a very telling response from
the Rev. Brother Davey, who had undertaken the duties
of Steward for the boys' ab the next festival. * Prosperity
to the Province of Somerset,” coupled with the name of Bro. I,
T. Payne, the Grand Treasurer, then followed, who expressed
his belief that the provinee of Somersel would never arrive
at the height of its position of greatness until the province
was represented by a Provincial Grand Master, however effici-
ently the duties were performed, and he was happy to say
they were as effectually as they could be ; still, the want of that
high officer was a serious check to Masonry in the province.
DMany other toasts followed, and the brethren separated, highly
pleased with the meeting, several brethren having favoured the
brethren with some good songs.

SURREY.

Kiyesrox.—The Dobie Lodye (No. 988).—This lodge held
its first meeting for the curvent year at the Grifin Hotel,
Kingston, on Thursday, the 3rd December, it being their stated
veriod for the installation of the W.M. elect, Among those

present were Bros. Carbwright, W.AM,; Prov. GJ.W.; J. WL
Clayton, 8.W.,, Prov. G.S.D. and W.M., elect; Dr. Harcourt,
D. Prov. G.)L; Dr. Kent, P.M.; W. Watson, P.M. ; Blackburn,
P.M.; Matthews, P.M.; Cathrow, See.; Wilkinson, Long,
Constable, King, P. Jones, and Abrahams. The visitors in-
cluded Bros. Warren, W.M. (Chertsey), Prov. S.G.W.; Maney,
P.M. 201, and Blaker (Chertsey). The business of the lodge
commenced by an able passing to the I.C. degree of Bro.
Westall by the W.M.; after which Bro. Blackburn oceupied the
chair, to install the W.M. elect, Bro. J. W. Clayton, Prov.
S.G.D., who appointed Bros, Wilkinson, $.W.; Long, J.W.;
Cartwright, Treas.; Cathrow, Sec.; Constable, S.D.; Shrubsole,
J.D.; P. Jones, I.G.; and Abrahams, Steward. A P.M.s jewel
was unanimously voted to Bro. Cartwright, as an acknowledg-
ment of his services during the past year, which has been a year
of peculiar interest, as the lodge was only in its second year,
and being called upon to receive the Provincial Grand Lodge,
was enabled to do so with much ecla?, mainly by the exertions
of Bro. Cartwright. After the banquet, the usual Masonic
toasts were proposed and responded to. Bro. Dr. Harcourt,
D. Prov. G.M,, in acknowledging the toast appropriated to the
Provincial Grand Lodge for Surrey, remarked on the flourishing
state of the Craft in general. He could say with confidence
that nowhere was Masonry more flourishing than in Surrey.
Even to the contracted portion of the county which was allotted
the Trov. G.M. he would not allow an exception, for it must
be considered thab only an unimportant portion, as regards
population, is under the rule of Bro. Dobie. And, again, many
Masons are resident in this province, who, from their town con-
nections and the proximity, belong to London lodges. However,
the working of the lodges in this province is equal to those
clsewhere, of which an admirable specimen had been given that
eveuing. But let not the Dobic lodge think that they are
better thantheir neighbours, for the Chetsey Lodge, of which heis
a member, declare that they are second to none, and whatever
lodge in the province which he visited %he members declare
their own lodge to be an example for the rest. And he en-
couraged this emulation, boasting if you will, and was pleased
to hear each lodge assert, ¢ We are second to none,” for if each
lodge would endeavour to raise itself to the true Masonic
standard, the entire working would be in harmony, and present
a grand whole. On the part of Bro. Dobie (who was absent
against his inclination) and the grand officers of the provinee,
present and past, he acknowledged the kindness with which the
toasts had been received. The health of Bro. Clayton, the
newly installed Master, was received with enthusiasm ; he re-
plied,—I have but newly donned my armour, and can only
make promises to perform, Lut I will zealously endeavour to
redeem the promises I have made, that when the time shall
come to doff it I may have the satisfaction of feeling that I
have laboured fo do my duty, and receive the acknowledg-
ments of the lodge that in a great measure I have been suc-
cessful. I shall then take my position at the side of my
predecessors, and enjoy with them your congratulations.
The health of Bro. Cartwright, the immediate P.M., was re-
ceived with hilariby. He said,—It would be false delicacy in me
not to confess that, during the past year, I have had many
anxieties as to the success of the Dobie Lodge, but * the pleasure
we delight in physics pain ;” and so great has been my pleasure
in seeing things go on well in the lodge, and such hearty sup-
port have I receivad from my Bro. Clayton and the members of
the lodge in general, that all painful doubts have been well
physicked and well got rid of. T owe much to Bro. Clayton;
the lodge is deeply indebted to him. ‘The beautiful tracing
boards which adorn our lodge are his gift, and to him, as well
as others, I owe much, when serving as a Steward to the
five Charities. I am quite sure that his year will be a prosperous
one, as all will he anxious to serve him who has so well served
the lodge. The health of the visitors called forth Bro. Captain
Warren, W.M. of the Chertsey Lodge, and Prov. S.G.W,, and
Bro. Maney, P.M. Old Concord Lodge. IBro. Warren re-
joiced the D. Prov. G.M. had spoken, as it gave him more
pleasure to echo his sentiments than to trouble the brethren with
his own comwmonplace remarks. He hud much enjoyed the
working of the ledge and the pleasures of the banquet, and i6
should be no fault of his if these fraternal greetings in the pro-
vince were not frequent. Bro. Maney said, being a town Mason,
he had just come into the country to enjoy himself, and his trip
Liad done him mueh good. It had gladdened him and revived
the scene of days gone by. It was nearly thirty years since he
first heard the installation worked by Bro, Peter Gilkes, and the
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ceremony of this evening fell upon his ears with as much fresh-
-ness as when he first listened to it.  The light of other days had
not faded, nor had its glories past. The remaining toasts
avound up a very pleasant evening.

WARWICKSHIRE.

SorroN CoLpFIELD.— Warden Lodge (No. 794, late 1096).—
The installation of the W.M., and annual festival of this lodge,
toolk place at the Town Hall, Sutton Coldfield, on Friday, Dec.
4th. The lodge was opened by the W.M., Bro. the Rev. B. H.
Kittoe, P. Prov. G. Chap., Warwickshire, and Bro. Heary~
Lakin, A.D., was raised to the sublime degree of a M.M. Mr.
Johm Garner, who had been previously ballotted for and elected,
was then initiated into the mysteries of the Craft, the W.M,
officiating in his usual able manner. Bro. W. K. R. Bedford,
P.G. Chap. and P.M., then proceeded to install the W.M. elect,
Bro. Thos. Halbeard : the board of Installed Masters consisting
of Bros. C. Elkington, D. Prov. G.M. Warwickshire; Jas.
Downes, P. Prov. (.C., Staffordshire ; Dr. Lynes, Prov. G. Reg.,
Staffordshire ; Briggs, P.M. 51; Hebbert, P.M. 1189 ; Bragg,
W.M, 88; Bayley, W.M. St. Bartholomew’s Lodge, Wednes-
bury ; Newton, P.M. 648 ; Hud-
son, P.M, 88; and Kittoe, P.M.
794, A Past Master’s jewel
was subsequently voted to Bro.
Kittoe for his services in the
chair during the two years past,
and a vote of thanks to the In-
stalling Master having been re-
corded, the lodge was closed in
ample - form, The Dbrethren
already mentioned, with several
other visitors and members of
the lodge, then partook of an
excellent banquet, at which the
usual loyal, Masonic, and com.
plimentary toasts were ably pro-
posed and duly honoured.
woodent which accompanies this brief notice is the seal of the
lodge, designed and presented by Bro. Bedford, P.M. The
Buck’s Head is the principal charge in the arms of John Vesey,
Bishop of Exeter, ¢emp. Henry VIIL,, the founder of the muni-
cipal privileges of Sutton Coldfield. The rose is the corporate
seal, and on the chief the Masonic emblems of the three chairs
find a suitable place. Bro. Warrington, late of the Strand, is
the engraver of the seal.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH AND EAST).

The following is the ceremonial observed at the re-dedication
of the Minerva Lodge (No. 250), Hull, on Wednesday, the 23th
ult, :—The brethren assembled in the lodge at seven o’clock.
At half-past seven a procession entered the lodge in the follow-

ing order :—Two Stewards with wands; the Director of Cere-

monies; six brethren forming a choir ; the Inner Guard with
sword ; the Deacons with rods; the Wardens with lights; the
Rev. H. Alexander, Chaplain 250, the Rev. H. W. Kemp,
P. Prov. G. Chap., the Rev. G. O. Browne, Chap. 57, with the
elements of Consecration ; the Worshipful Master.

As the procession advanced the brethren chanted the following
psalm, accompanied on the organ by Bro. Jackson, P. Prov.
. Org. :—*“Except the Lord build the house: their labour is
but lost that build it. Lxcept the Lord keep the city: the
watchman waketh bub in vain. It is bub lost lzbour that ye
haste to rise up early, and zo late tale rest, and eat the bread of
carcfulness: for so He giveth His beloved sleep. To God the
-only wise: our Creator and Redeemer, glory be. As it wasin
the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.”

The W.M,, Bro. John Fearne Holden, and officers having
taken their seats, the Chaplain of the lodge gave the following
prayer :—“ O thou Great Architect of the Universe, Malker of
all things, and Judge of all men, regard, we humbiy beseech
Thee, with Thy special favour, this our undertaking, and grant
that the work which we now commence in Thy name may con-
duce to Thy glory, and to the good, temporal and eternal, of
Thy dependent creatures. Let a serupulous regard to the ob-
digations, which, in Thy name, and under Thine all-seeing eye,
shall be herein entered into, distinguish all npon whom the pri-
vileges of initiation shall be conferred, that they, abounding in
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all holy conversation and godliness, may Decome true and
worthy members of our venerable Order, and that their practice
may, in all things, correspond with their profession. So mote
it be.”

The following prayers were then given by the other Chap.
Inins :—* Grand Geometrician of the Universe! Maker and
ruler of all worlds! deign, from Thy celestial Temple, fx-oln
realms of light and glory, to bless us in all the purposes of this
our present assembly. We humbly invoke Thee to give us at
this, and all times, wisdom in all our doings, strength of mind
in all our difficulties, and the beauty of harmony in all our
communications. Permit us, O Thou Centre of light and life,
greab source of love and happiness, now to solemnly re-dedi-
cate this lodge to Thy honour and glory. So mote it be.”

 Grant, O most High, that they who are invested with the
government of this lodge may be endued with wisdom to in-
struct their brethren in all duties. May brotherly love and
charity prevail amongst the members of this lodge; and may
this bond of union continue to strengthen the lodges through-
out the world, Bless all the brethren wheresoever dispersed,
and grant speedy relief to all who are either oppressed or dis-
tressed.  We humbly commend to Thee all the members of Thy
whole family ; May they increase in knowledge of Thee, and in
love of each other. Tinally, may we finish all our works here
below with Thine approbation, and then have our transition
from this earthly abode to Thy heavenly Temple above, there
to enjoy light, glory, and blissineffable. So mote it be.”

The following anthem was next sung :— .

“To heaven’s high Architect all praise ;
All praise, all gratitude be given;
Who deign’d the human soul to raise
By mystic secrets sprung from Heaven.
Sound all the Great Jehoval’s praise ;
To Him the dome, the temple raise.”

The W.M. then addressed the brethren as follows :—

¢ Brethren,—The ceremonies weare about to perform are not
unmeaning rites, otherwise they would not have been so uni-
versally adopted by the Craft. Permit me to point out to you
the solemn and instructive import they are intended to convey.

This hall we first re-consecrate in the name and to the service

of the great Jehovah, that all the rites herein enacted may be
done as well to His glory as the welfave of our fellow-creatures.
May we never forget that e is here as everywhere, and let all
our deeds under this sacred roof reflect our fear and love of onr
Almighty Father, Let then this altar be devoted to His ser-
vice, and this lofty arch resound with His praise. '

“Following our antient customs, we solemnly re-dedicate our
hall to Masonry. Our best attachments are due to the Craft,
having regularly progressed through the various steps of the
science; we rejoice in the prosperity of this most excellent
society. It is an enlightened, a safe, and pleasant companion in
the travel of human life.

“Brethren, it is our pride that we are enrolled in the records
of Masonry; may it be our high ambition that our names may
shed a lustre on its immortal pages!

“This hall is to be re-dedieated to virtue, which we trust
will be duly regarded while the moral duties, so continually
enforced in all branches of Masonry, find a resting-place in our
hearts, and are cherished in our lives. May this hall never be
polluted by words of which, as Masons and as Englishmen, we
should feel ashamed.

“As Treemasonry aims at enlivening the spirit of philan-
thropy, and promoting the cause of charity, so we re-dedicate
our hall to universal benevolence, in the assurance that every
brother, whilst he displays a warm aflection for the members of
the Craft, will extend his benevolent regards and wiskes to the
whole family of mankind.

© Such, my Lrethren, is the significant meaning of the solemn
rifes we are meb to perform; may we, whilst so engaged, en.
deavour to realise the high purposes of the Masonic Insti-
tution !

“To you, worshipful brethren of the Humber Lodge, who
have honoured us with your company on this eccasion, I offer in
the name of this lodge, my hearty thanks, as well for your
numerous attendance here to-day, as for your kindness extended
to us when we were without a home; and I trust that the fra-
ternal good-feeling now existing between us may be still farther
cemented beyond the possibility of a breach. We both have the
welfare of the Craft at heart. Our interests are identical—
may we never forget the obligations we have in common.

“To you, Past Masters and Ofticers of the Minerva Lodge, I
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beg to express my sincere thanks for the unanimity and concord
which exists among you. I fervently hope that that friendship
will still continne, and that your best endeavours will still be
given to establish the prosperity, and support the honour of
your antient lodge.

“ Brethren of the Minerva Lodge, T can scarcely express the
sentiments with which T now address you. May every good
wish that a Mason can desire, attend you! May your hall be
the happy resort of friendship, virtue, and benevolence! May
you, by a prudent course of management, be enabled to reserve
your funds against a day of tribulation, that the widow’s tear
may be dried, and the orphan’s cry softened, by the exercise of
that virtue, of which the world’s Artificer spoke, when He said,
< It is more blessed to give than to receive”” May this blessing,
my brethren, be yours!

“ How many pleasing considerations attend the present as-
sembly. Whilst in other parts of the world political animosi-
ties, contentions, and wars interrupt the progress of humanity,
it is our privilege, in this happy region of liberty and peace, to
engage in the designs of individual and social happiness.  Whilst
in other na%ions our Order is viewed by politicians with
suspicion, and by the ignorant with apprehension; in this
country its members are too much respected, and its principles
to well known to make it the object of jealousy or mistrust.
Indeed, its importance, its credit, and, we trust, its usefulness,
are advancing to a height unknown in any former age. The
present occasion gives fresh evidence of the increasing afiection
of its friendssand this hall, I think I may say, does honour to
the lodge for whose accommodation it is designed.

“day it be protected from accident, and long remain a monu-
ment of our attachment to Masomry., May this lodge continue
to flourish, its union to strengthen, and its happiness to abound ;
and when we shall be laid amidst the acacian shadows of the
grave, may we meet again in that Grand Lodge above, open,
never more to be closed, where peace, order, and harmony
eternally reign.” ’

SovTir.

I, as Worshipful Master, now declare this Minerva Todge
(No. 250), on the roll of the Grand Lodge of England, dedicated to
Masonry in the name of the Great Jehovah, to whom be all
honour and glory.

Wrst,

I, as Worshipful Master, now declare this Minerva Lodge (No.
2350), on the voll of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, dedicated to
Virtue in the name of the Great Jehoval, to whom Le all
honour and glory.

Last, -

I, as Worshipful Master, now declare this Minerva Lodge (No.
250), on the roll of the Grand Lodge of Kngland, dedicated to
Universal Benevolence in the name of the Great Jehovab, to
whmo be all Lonour and glory.

Corn, wine, andoil were then poured on the altar in the centre
of the lodge by the Chaplain, as follows:—

“May the seeds of corn scattered on this altar remind us of
the seed of God’s Word, sown plenteously in the land, that they
may bring forth a hundred-fold in our hearts, and yield a
plenteous harvest in that day when the Lord shall come to
gather the wheat into Ilis garner. So mote it be.”

“I pour wine npon this altar, an emblem of cheerfulness ;
and may the meetings that shall hercafter be held in this
place be conducted with decorum and sober enjoyment. So
mote it be.”

“ May this oil, a symbol of peace, fitly represent that harmony
and fellowship which shull exist amongst the brethren of this
lodge. So mote it be.”

The W.AL, accompanied by the Deacons, then, in the South,
declared the lodge dedicated to Masonry; in the West, to
Virtue; and in the East, to Universal Benevolence.

During which the choir chanted the following :—

“ Blessed is he that considercth the poor and needy : the Lord
shall deliver him in the time of trouble.

“The Lord preserve him, and keep him alive, that he may be
Dblessed upon earth: and deliver not Thon him unto the will of
his enemies.

“The Lord comfort him when he lieth sick upon his bed:
malke Thou all his bed in his sickness,

“To God the only Wise: our Creater and Redeemer, glory be,

““ As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world
without end. Amen.”

The Rev. Bro. Alexander then read the following prayer :—

“ Blessed be Thy name, O Great Architeet of the Universe, !

that it hath pleased Thee to move the hearts of Thy servants to
dedicate this lodge to Thy honowr and glory. Bless them, O
Lord, with thine especial blessing, and grant that all who shall
enjoy the benefit of this pious work may continue Thy faithful
servants unto their lives’ end. TLet their practice shadow forth
the blessed principles of faith, hope, and charity; and when
Thou shalt be pleased to ealled them hence, and the earthly
house of this tabernacle shall be dissolved, give them a building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
So mote it be.”
BEXEDICTION.

“The Lord bless vou and keep you. The Lord make His
face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. The Lord
have mercy nupon you, and give you peace now and evermore.
So mote it be.”

The National Anthem was then sung, aud the ceremony of
re-dedication being concluded, the lodge was opened in the first
degree, and the regular business proceeded with.

ITARK MASONRY.

METROPOLITAN.

Sotrriwark LonaE (No. 11, 8.C.).—Thisprosperous lodge held
its usnal quarterly meeting at the Green 3Man Tavern, Tooley-
street, Southwark (Bro. C. Cathie’s), on Monday, December 7th.
Bro. H. A. Collington, R.W.AL, assisted by Bros. F. Walters,
W. Y. Laing, E. N, Levy, Past R.W.M., Howes, Spier, A. P.
Leonard, Cottebrane, and J. W. Weir, opened the lodge. Bro.

3. N. Levy then took the chair, and, in his usual able, eflicient,
and agreeable manuner, advanced Bros. Loe, B. Cathie, 'T. Moore,
Morris, Javvis, and R. Hurrell to the degree of Mark Masters.
Bro. H. A. Collington resumed the chair. The sum of ten
shillings was voted to the Aged Freemasons’ Benevolent Insti-
tution for Males, and tenshiliings to the Widows’ T'und, from
the charity fund. DBusiness being ended, the brethren
adjourned to a splendid cold collation. Visitors, Bros. C. A.
Cottebrune, Past R.W.AML Thistle Lodge; J. W, Weir, P.M.
25 (1.C); J. Howes, late of 11, I’.M. 1067, &e.

IRELAND.

(From the Limerick Southern Chronicle.)

On Monday, the 30th November, a deputation from the Eder
Lodge (No. 73), Limerick, waited on Bro. Michaci Furnell, D.L.,
at his residence, North Munster Villa, Dublin, to present to him
an address and poem, got up in the most magnificent style of
art, beautifully and elaborately illuminated with Masonic
symbols, and gorgeously framed, which, being read and pre-
sented with the usual formalities by Bro. Deering, P.1L.,

Bro. FurNELL replied thereto, and presented to the lodge the
silver gavel, the symbol of office, by which for the past twenty
vears he so efficiently and popularly governed the district as
Provineial Crand Master.  Copies of addresses and responses,
with memorandum offering aforesaid symbol, for the future use
of the Masters of the Iden Lodge, follow :—

Address to the Aost Illustriovs Brother Michael Fuinell, Capt.
Gen. of the Supieme Council of Sov. Gd. Insprs. Gen. 33rd,
LI, on kis official Resignation of Pirovincial Grand 3aster
of Noith Alunster.

“We, the brethren of Lodge 73, cannot allow the oceasion of
your retirement from office to pass without giving expression to
those deep feelings of regret which we individually experience
on your resignation of the distinguished position which youw
held for twenty years as Provincial Grand Master of North
Munster,

¢ Most cordially and fraternally do we sympathise with you
that declining years and bodily infirmity should be the sad
causes which deprive us of your paternal guidance.

“Zealons and efficient in the discharge of those arduous
duties that devolved upon you; and uniting therein the affability
and deportmenc of the gentleman, with the wisdom of expe-
rience, and the fraternal affection of the Craft, you have become
veteran in the hallowed associations of Masonry, and won from
the lodges of North Munster a fecling of personal regard which
no vicissitudes of' life can sever.

“ We can fondly revert to the memories of the past, when
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——

your benign influence shed a halo of delight over our social
enjoyments ; and we trust that the light of the Grand Architect
of the Universe, which you were wont to unfold, may be your
solace down the declining vale of years.

“ Accept onr most cordial assurances of esteem ; and although
officially separated, we trust you will still cherish those senti-
ments of devoted attachment which you displayed when pre-
siding over onr councils; and continue to join in spirit with
those lodges to which you were so long and affectionately united.

“ Signed on behalf of the lodge,
“Tioyas G. GLOVER, WM.,
“ Jomx DEERING, P.M., See”
Reply to the Right Torshipful Master and Brethren of the
Fden Lodge (No. 73.)

“ Your address, evincing such kind and affectionate attach-
ment, gives me sincere happiness ; it revives the reminiseence of
our long mutual esteem and confidence, and of our many very
happy social associations; it assuages much trying pain and
sorrow, and aids me to bow with resignation to the dispensation
of the G.A.O.T.U.

“Never cease to perscvere in your benign profession: let
your Temple be ever famed for your enduring good will and
reciproeal attachment, fidelity, and support : bub never for one
moment desecrated by schism or contention.

 Ever labour to prove a sure foundation stone of the Grand
Lodge of Ireland, and a proud reflection and honour to

“Your old Founder and ever attached Brother,
* M., FUrXELL, Past Prov.
. G. M. of North Munster.”
Inseribed o the Most Illustrious Bro. Micheel Furiell, Capt.

Gen. of the Supreme Council of Sov. Gd. Insprs. Geir. 33rd

ILE., on Lis official resignation of Provincial Grand Master

of Noirth dlunsler, Sept., 1863, from the Brethren of Lden

Lodge (No. 73).

How shall that warm and pure fraternal love,
That lives supreme in cach Masonic breast,
Tlow forth in meet and sorrowing strains to prove
Iow decply we deplore the sad behest,
That thus deprives us of a gifted chief;
Our guide and counsel, tried and trasted friend,
Whose veteran age demands some kind relief
From care and avdent thought, that must attend
The proud position which he loved and long sustained.

DBrotker and Master of the sacred tie,
To thee we pay the tribute of a tear,
And sympathise with that infirmity
"Tliat severs us from one so justly dear.
And oft fond memory shall reeall the hour
Of social bliss, when on the tressel floor,
Thy voice paternal gave a tone and power
o a1l our plans, from wit and wisdom’s store,
To guard the Grand Design, which all the Craft adore,

The hallowed principles that we profess,
Founded on virtue, honour, gooduess, trath;
The kindly feelings that adorn and bless,
*I'was thine to culture from thy early youth.
And while this Jodge exists, *bwill be our aim,
Lo foster every high and holy plan,
Which kindles up that pure Masonic flame,
Radiant with love to God, and love to man—
An all-iuspiring theme that angei choirs began.

Cherishied within our breasts thy name shall dwell,
Urging us onward in our ark snblime
To deeds of greatness, like some potent spell,
That leaves its impress on the path of Time.
Would that we each could imitate thy zeal,
That fervent ardour of paternal love,
That binds the Mason to his brother’s weal,
Connect his hopes with holier joys above,
And to his Saviour’s cause desives him faithful prove.

Retiring now from scenes of active toil,

Ioary in years and hononr—round thy brow
A wreath more glorious than the chieftain’s spoit

Is twined—the symbol of our sacred vow.
And well and truly were its ancient rites,

3y thee upheld—our guardian and our guide—
Who kept fond vigil o’er our mystic lights;

And whose approval was our noblest pride,

To all our cares alive—to all our joys allied.

Tarewell—in our affections long enshriued—
The treasnred memories of thy worth shall glow,
In living verdure, and more closely bind
Our bond of sacred fellowship below :
And while thy years declining may be spared,
Let Faith and Hope dispel each rising gloom ;
Obh ! may the trangnil joys our founders shared
Brighten thy pathway onward to the tomb.
For~NELL! with sorrow, deep as words can tell,
We mourn to bid our honoured friend FAREWELL, _—
W. A,

™ Response to the TWorshipful Master and Brethren of Bden
ZLodge (No. '73).
Your thrilling verses give me such delight,
That age, and pain, and sickness take to flight ;
May God pour chsicest blessings {rom above,
TUnion, prosperity, fraternal love,
And every pleasure that exalts and cheers,
While passing onward throagh this vale of fears.
’Tis thus your Brother Furnell ever prays
For you, my brethren, in his latter days,
That, trusting on the Rock of Ages, we
May so prepare for endless destiny,
When the Grand Master’s summons reach us all,
We, as Freemasons, may pass at that call,
And yield our union of an earthly tie
For one more lasting in a world on high.
Aund, now, to Eden Lodge, so kind, so true,
I must repeat once movre—a fond adieu!
In truth and love, your attached Brother,
MrIcnAERL I'URNELL.
Alemoranduin.—To the Iembers of Eden Lodge (No. 73).

I ask the Eden Lodge (No. 73) to accept the symbol of W.M.,
which for the past twenty years governed the district with love
and regard truly reciprocal; may it, in the hands of yowr W,
Master (by sound discretion and suaviter) ever command the
peace, love, and harmony that should ever be the pride and
clory of every good Freemason, prays your attached brother,

M. I'Ur~NELL, 33rd.

The Dbeautiful manl of solid silver bears the following inserip-
tion:— -

 Presented by the Right Worshipful Michael Furnell, late
Prov. G North Munster, to Eden Lodge (No. 73), November
30th, 1863.

“Troxmas G. GuoveEr, W.AM,,
¢ Jonx Deerixg, P.M., Sec””

CHANNEL ISLANDS,

JERSEY.

Lopce L Cesavee (No. 590).—The members meb in great
force on Thursday, Nov. 26th, there being aboub seventy pre-
sent. The lodge was opened at 6 p.m.,, by Bro. Durell, W.M.,
assisted Ly his Wardens, Bros. Clement and Philip, Edward Le
Sueur, all the officers, indeed, being ab their respective posts..
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed.
A vote for the payment of £15 was passed, to defray the ex-
pense of a portrait of Bro. Schmitb, .M., which has been
executed for the lodge, and is intended to be placed in the new
temple. A ballot was taken for Messrs. John Blampied and
Peter Guiton, as candidates for initiation, after testimony as to
their fitness had been afforded, which proved favourable to both.
Bros. Ahier, Poch, and Chas. Renouf were then brought up,
and having passed a satistactory examination in the first degree,
retired for preparation. The lodge was opened in the second
degree, and the candidates, having been re-introduced, were
passed as Fellow Crafts by the W.M,, from whom they also
received the appropriate” charge, and an explanation of the
tracing board. The Secretary read the circular from the Grand
Secretary, announcing the guarterly communication on Dee.
2nd, and highly explained the business to he brought forward,
but more particularly such as relates to the province of Jersey,
in regard to appeals against the recent suspension of a number
of brethren by the Prov. (.M. "The Rev. Bro. Chaplain com-
mented on the importance of the guestion to all English lodges,
but more particalarly to Lodge La Césarde, of which most of
those suspended were members ; and as he had learnt that, con-
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trary to expectation, the Prov. GM. did not inteud to be pre-
sent in London on the oceasion, he thought it advisable to
send a skilled brother, acquainted with the matter
in all its Dearings, and competent to refute the argu-
ments of the appellants, as a deputation at the expense
of the lodge. '"This was opposed by Bro. Schmitt, P.M., and C.
Le Sueur, S.3., on the ground that it Qid not coneern this
lodge more than any other under English warrant; that it was
especially the duty of the Prov. G-.M. to explain and support
the course he had pursued, for which he alone was responsible ;
and that the lodge had had nothing to do with the matter
beyond obedience to the mandates issued by the Prov. G.M, It
was further stated that the Grand Register had charge of the
case, having been put in possession of all the facts in connexion
withit. Moreover, the protest against the W.M. of the Césarde
Lodge had been withdrawn, was noton the list of agenda, and
therefore would not be discussed. Had such not been the case, it
would have been the duty of the lodge to render all possible
support to its W.DM. in the manner proposed, Dro. Dr. Hapkins
advocated the proposition of the Rev. Chaplain, on the ground
that in the documents connected with the appeal there appeared
to be statements, to which others might be added in the course
of the discussion, totally at variance with general opinion, the
correctness of which was not admitted, and that none hut those
personally acquainted with the position of the Channel Isles in
their relation to the British empire could adequately represent
and meet them. He thought that even were it the duby of the
Prov. G.M. personally to advocate his cause before the Grand
Lodge, as he believed it was, seeing that it was stated that
several of the appellants would be present on behalf of
themselves and the others, still, if he neglected to adopt
that course, in a matter of so much importance to the
Craft generally, it was hard that the province should suffer
thereby. After some further discussion, the prevailing
feeling being adverse to a deputation, the proposition was
withdrawn. = The lodge was closed in the sccond degree.
The candidates for initiation were introdnced properly
prepared, to whom the ceremony was administered by the W.M.,
who also gave them the usnal charge. Bro. J, K. Haire was
proposed as a joining member by Bros. Ch. Benest and Ph, le
Cras.  On the proposition of Bro. J. T. du Jardin, seconded
by Bro. Manuel, it was determined to grant £2 for the next
year townrds a fund to enable the grandson of the Tyler to
receive lessons in drawing, for which he appeared to display ex-
traordinary aptitude. The arrangements for a farewell banguet
to the Rev, Chaplain were venewed, those previously made
having been frustrated by a serious accident which had delayed
his departure for the Mauritius. The Rev., Dro. spoke most
feelingly in reply to the invitation formerly communicated to
him by the W.AL, expressive of his appreciation of, and wil-
lingness to aceept, this mark of regard, at the same time ob-
serving that he had been overwhelmed by the kindness and
sympathy of the brethren, to an extent far beyond his previons
conception, and that he was now more than ever in a position,
by personal experience, to refute the charge sometimes brought
against the Craft, that there was no reality in the practice of
the principles professed by Freemasons. The lodge was closed
ab a quarter-past nine in the usual solemn form, and about fifty
of the brethren afterwards partook of refreshment, enjoying
social intercourse and paying the accustomed honours to those
in authority, as well as to those just admitted to the ranks, who
for the first tine heard the Entered Appreutice’s song, which
was given, of course, in the French language, by Bro. J. T.
dn Jardin.  After the réport of the meeting of the Cédsavde
Lodge was drawn up, the Prov. G.M. of Jersey determined to
attend the meeting of Grand Lodge, in order to be able to
watch the proceedings, to explain more fully the grounds on
which he had acted, and to correct any questionable representa-
tions and impressions.

LKOYAL ARCH.

Rovar SvssEx Cumarter (No. 491).—A convdeation was
held at the Museum-street Rooms, on Wednesday, Dec. 2nd.
The Chapter was opened soon after seven o’clock, by Comp.
Adams, Past Z., assisted by Com, Binet, II., and Comp. Durell,
J., in the presence of Past First Principals Schmitt and Dr,
Hopkins. A ballot was taken for five brethren to be exalted,
which was in each case unanimous; but only one, Bro. Hardie,
presented himself, to whom the ceremony was duly administered
by the regular officers, assistance being rendered in a portion by

Comyp. Schmitt. A baliot was taken for two joining members,
Comps. Dr, Small and Geo. Rogers, which was in both cases
favourable. Some conversation took place on the limited
attendance at all the meetings of the Chapter, there being not
more than twelve present; when it was suggested;that in this
respect the example set by the Grand Chapter in London is im-
Plicitly followed. The probability is that to a greab extent the
neglect is caused by the long intervals between the meetings, so
that the Chapter is not looked to as aregular engagement. No
other business being brought forward, the Chapter was closed
soon after nine, and the Companions adjourned for refreshment,
under the presidency of Comp. 13, D. le Couteur, Z., who had
been unavoidably detained during the first part of the evening.

INDIA.

(From the Indian Freemasonw’s Friend.)
BRENGAL.
DistricT GRAND LODGE.

A quarterly communication of the District Grand Lodge of
Bengal was held ab the Freemasons’ Hall, on Tuesday, the 22ad
September. The Prov. G.M., Bro. Hugh Sandeman, presided,
and about fifty brethren were present. Among the guests were
Bros. W. Ball, of Lahore, who officiated as Prov. S.G.D.; T. B.
Lane, of Lodge No. 76, who officiated as a G. Steward ; Parry
Davis, of Lodge No. 109; Major H. R. Drew, of Lodge No
255 ; Andrew D’Cruz, of Lodge 229; J. E. Vaughan, of Lodge
No. 825; J. Ochterlony Nicolson, of the late Darjecling Lodge
and W. Cowan, J. A. Monuier, and G. D. Rodgers, of the
Scottish Lodges in Calentta and Howrah,

After apologies for absence, &ec., had been read, the Prov.,
G.M. addressed the District Grand Lodge. He announced that
Lodge Star of Hope, at Agra, had fallen into abeyance, but
that, on the other hand, Lodge Khyber, at Peshawur, had been
reopened by Bro. Trevelyan and others of the 7th Hussars. At
Delhi, the brethren were supine, and it would be necessary at
the close of the year to return the warrant of Lodge Star of
Delhi to England.

The Prov. G.M. reported an act of insubordination which had
been committed at Cawnpore. The Master of Lodge armony
had applied for a dispensation to initiate an Asiatie, Prince
Saeed-ood-Dowlah, son of Nawab Moomtaz-cod-Dowlal, of
Lucknow, and had been requested in reply to comply with the
provisions of the 55th by-law of the Distriet Grand Lodge. In
his next letter, the Master forwarded a paper, signed by three
DP.MJs, containing an expression of their opinion that the Prov,
G.1M. was acting obstructively, and calling upon the Master to
disregard the order he had received, and to proceed with the
ceremony of initiation, assuring him that they would see him
clear in the matter. On receiving this document, the Prov.
G demanded that the three P.3M.’s would declare, on pain of
suspension from their Masonic privileges, that they had been
guilty of a breach of discipline, and that the initiation of an
Asiatic in the province without a dispensation was illegal. No
reply had been received as yeb; but if the offending brethren
should persist in contumacy, the Prov. G.M. would suspend
them. (Applause.) The Prov. G.AL hoped that the Scottish
Masters who were present would discountenance such oftences
as much as the District Grand Lodge did, and would not open
an Alsatia to oftenders. .

The Prov. G.M. announced that he had received from the
Master of the Scottish Lodge St. David in the Kast an extract
from the proceedings of the lodge, suspending Bro. John
Cameron from his Masonic privileges and offices.

The Prov. G.M. noticed the great irregularity committed by
some of the lodges in permitting their returns and dues to fall
greatly into arrears.  One Caleutta lodge was four quarters in
arrears, and its officers had therefore become disqualified for
attending the District Grand Lodge or sitting upon any com-
mittee until its returns had been furnished. Two of the country
lodges had not yet submitted their returns for 1862 ; while the
Master of a Hill Lodge had stated, that not he, but his pre-
decessor, was responsible for the return for 1861. The Prov.
G. M. hoped that the Masters of lodges would give their earnest
attention to this important subject, and thereby save the Prov,
G. Sec. a great amount of unnecessary labour.

The Prov. G.M. also noticed that Masters of Lodges frequently
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permitted the money due to the District Grand Lodge to be
mixed up with the lodge funds in the hands of the Treasurer,
and to be expended on objects for which it had not been levied.
Masters of lodges thus made use of the power given to them by
the District Grand Lodge to levy certain fees, and then suflered
the money so raised to be used for the benefit of their own
lodges. The law on the subject was very clear; namely, that
the dues to the Grand Lodge should be kept separate and dis-
tinet from the lodge fund, in the custody of the Master, and
not of the Treasurer. Such moneys were to be held in trusb
by the Master, who was personally responsible for them. A
case had reeently occurred, of the Master of the lodge at Simla
repudiating all responsibility for the payment of the fees of
1861, when the lodge had been working under the Hiram of his
predecessor ; but he had been informed that, if his arrears were
not submitted forthwith, the Finance Committee would be re-
quested to consider the matter,

The Prov. G.M. tendered his acknowledgments to the Pro-
vincial Grand Stewards of the year for the pains which they
had taken for the management of the banquet, and for the
rules laid down by them, which asshmilated the banquet arrange-
ments to those of the Grand Lodge of England.

The Prov. G.M. having resumed his seat, the Prov. G. Sec.
read the report of the Finance Committee. The balance in
hand of the District Grand Ledge Fund was 1668 rupees, and
of the Fund of Benevolence, 4124 rupees.

Bro. Roberts expressed his opinion that the Finance Com-
mittee should be composed partly of Masters or Past Masters
who held no oflice in the District Grand Lodge. At present all
its members were Grand Officers.

The report of the Finance Committee upon the application of
the Allahabad Lodge for a remission of its dues for 1860 and
1861 was taken into consideration.

‘The Master, DBro. Spence, had asked whether the present
members of the lodge could be fairly “ called upon to liquidate
claims due long before tliey Lecome members, or even belonged
to the Craft?” The committee were able to show reasons for
answering this ¢uestion in the aflirmative; but they contented
themselves by observing that it had been ruled by the Grand
Lodge of England that no lapse of time could exonerate a lodge
from its responsibility for the payment of the authorised fees
and dues. This decision had been passed on a ease.in which the
officers of a lodge had urged that the lodge was not liable for
a certain payment, because it was at that time composed of
members who were not its members when the money first
became due to the Grand Lodge.

The Committee observed that it was a common practice for
Masters of lodges to neglect the constitutional rule which pro-
vides that the money due to the Grand Lodge and to Provincial
Grand Lodges shall be kept ““separate and distinet” from the
Lodge Tund, in the hands of the Master and not of the
Treasurer. In India, it sometimes happens that a Master, after
having performed his dutics loosely in this respect, leaves the
Station in which bis lodge is working, and goes to England or
elsewhere ; and then his successor, who has neglected to take
over the money which must be kept in his immediate custody,
repudiates all responsibility for the payment of the Ques for the
period preceding his election fo the chair.

To check such practices, the Committee had been disposed to
recommend that a severe example should be made of the lodge
at Allababad ; but they observed that Bro. Spence hiad urged a
very extenuating circumstance in the following passage of his
Jetter :—

¢ Although, according to established rules and regulations, it
is the duty of cvery uewly-elected Master to satisfy himself
that the accounts of his predecessor in office are correct and
written up to date, and that the balance of funds has a tangible
existence, still, in my case, such was scarcely practicable, owing
to the former Master, Bro. C. G. Sim, huaving left the Station
unexpeetedly and without any previous notice, and before lis
term of oftice had expired. Iis death in Caleutta shortly after
rendered all reference or explanation impossible.”

In consideration of the peculiar feature in the case pointed
out in the above extract, and also because Bro. Spence was per-
sonally deserving of commendation and encouragement, inas.
much as his administration of the lodge had leen veported as
presenting a favourable contrast to that of his predecessor, and
as, moreover, {he oficr of a portion of the smount due formed a
grcund for leniency which did not exist when the cose was fivst
reviewed in March last, the Committee recommended that the
tender of 185.10-8 rupecs, being tle one-third of the amount

due for 1860 and 1861, should be accepted, and that the vest of
the debt should be cancelled.

Bro. RoBERTS proposed the adoption of the recommendation.

Bro. JTDGE could see no good gronnd for remitting the debt,
and therefore moved that the lodge should be compelled to pay
the full amount of the dues for 1860 and 1861.

The original proposition was, however, carried.

The Prov. G. SECRETARY read the following notice of motion
which had been given by Bro. Howe:—*“To ask whether the
admission of Hindoos into Freemasonry is in consonance with
the principles of the Ovder, as inculeated by the Grand Lodge
of Ingland.”

Bro. HowE stated that, as a belief in one God was indis-
pensably required of those who sought admission into the Order,
and as Hindoos did not cherish such a belief, he did not think
they should be initiated, They were, for the most part, idola.
ters; and although a section of them had renounced their
ancient superstitions, and had turned to metaphysical abstrac-
tions, they were yet far from being worshippers of the one true
and living God, who was acknowledged by the members of an
institution claiming the title of the handmaid of religion. Bro.
Howe contended that, when it was ruled that no man should be
excluded from Freemasonry on account of his religion, the term
“religion” was not meant to include systems of idolatrous
worship ; for at that time it was applied only to systems which
Liad for their basis a belief in one God. Bro. Howe further ex-
pressed his opinion that there were no proper means of obligating
Hindoos, and that, therefore, their initiation was incensistent
with a preservation of the secrets of the Order. Bro. Howe
concluded by disclaiming all feelings of antagonism or prejudice
against Hindocs, and stated that he was glad when members of
their community rendered themselves worthy of holding high
positions in the public service.

Bro. JuDGE observed that the opinion expressed some years
agzo by the Duke of Sussex, that the Order was open for the
admission of Hindoos, could hardly be inconsistent with the
Constitutions.

Bro. RopeRrTs was of opinion that the discussion might le
shortened by simply considering whether there was any proper
and sufficient mode of obligating a Hindoo candidate. If theve
was not, there was an end of the malter.

Bro. I, PowELL stated that the discussion having evidently
originated in the initiation in the lodge over which he presided
of a Hindoo gentleman, he considered it necessary to offer some
explanation of the grounds on which be had acted. The can-
didate had been introduced to the notice of the lodge by two
brethren, namely, Bros. Piftard and Pittar, who were well
acquainted with him, and who had recommended him as a good
and worthy man, With regard to the candidate’s religion, ib
appeared {hat be was not an idolator, but that he helieved in
the cxistence of one God. The following declaration had been
made by him :—*“T am not a Pantheist or a Polytheist. I do
not identify my Creator with any one of his creatures. I
believe in the existence of one Great Architect of the Universe,
whose wish is the happiness of all his creatures, whos¢ will is
law, whose laws are impressed on the heart of every right-
thinking individual, and whose never-failing justice shall reach
the transgressor of his laws on the great day of judgment to
come.” With such a declaration before him, Bro. Powell had
sought the advice of the officiating Provinecial Grand Master,
and had ascertained that a dispensation would be granted.
There remained to Le considered a point of some ditficulty, viz.,
as to Low the candidate was to be obligated; bub this difficulty
appeared to he overcome by a further declaration made by the
candidate, that he believed the Bible to contain a faithful deli-
neation of the attributes of the Deity, and that therefore an
0.B. taken on the Bible would be bhinding on Lis conscience.
Bro. Powell was of opinion that arguments on social grounds
could not influence the District Grand Lodge, but only the lodge
in which a Hindoo was proposed for initiation. If the members
of a particular Jodge saw no objection to social intercourse with
Hindoos, they were at liberty, he thought, to act upon their
views. In conclusion, Bro. Powell stated that he had considered
himself bound by the Constitutions to take the course which he
had taken; that is, to apply for a dispensation on the informa-
tion supplied by him as to the eligibility of the candidate, ang
then to take the sense of the brethren of the lodge by ballot.
He Loped that the result of this evening’s discussion would be
to provide Lim with seme rule {or his future guidance, especially
as some other Mindoo gentlemen had bLeen proposed for initia-
tion in his lodge.
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Bro. ABBOTIT had strong objections to the initiation of
Hindoos on social grounds, and was of opinion that arguments
founded on such grounds did demand serious abtention. As an
English Mason, Bro. Abbott would nob enter any lodge in which
he would come into association with those who could not be
properly obligated, and who, he could speak from long experi-
ence in India, despised Christinus and Christianity, If the
natives of India could get up lodges of their own, they might
do so; bub they were widely separated in many vespects from
Europeans.

Bro. C. Prrrirp—*“Right Worshipful Grand Daster and
Worshipful Brethren, the question now brought before the Dis-
trict Grand Lodgs is one of very considerable importance, and
in discussing it, I trast that, while no one will shrink from ex-
pressing his sentiments frankly and fearlessly, no one among us
will forget that in this, as in all oblier discussions, ealmness and
moderation will be onr most valuable aids in attaining to a just
and wise decision. Before, however, addressing myself directly
to the question before us, I would take leave to reply to a re-
mark which fell from the worshipful brother (Abbott) who has
just sat down. ‘The worshipful brother appeared to me to
labour under the impression that the W.M. of Lodge St. John
had said that, in the absence of any other grounds of objection,
brethrén should nos, in the case of Hindoo or Mahomedan candi-
dates for initintion, allow themselves to be swayed by any merely
social objection. The W.M. of Lodge St John, with whose
sentiments on this subject I am perfectly familiar, did uob intend
to, and in fact did not, commit himself to any such proposition,
Social considerations, that is, a consideration of the habits,
manners, education, and tone of thought of the candidate have
always influenced, and must necessarvilly always influence,
brethren in voting for the admission of a candidate, as it in-
volves his becoming a member of their lodge; and a neglect of
such considerations can only imperil the harmony, good fellow-
ship, and good feeling which, I trust, will long distinguish all
Masonic gatherings.  When our worshipful brother deprecated
considering this question in a social point of view, he did not
for a moment mean or intend that private lodges, when applied
o by Hindoos or other natives of this country, were nob to he
ab perfect liberty to consull the feelings and preferences, or even
the prejudices, of their members, and to give weight to any
obhjection to their admission, whether personal, social or other-
wise, precisely as they would in the case of any other individual,
What he intended to say, and in fact did say, was that merely
social objections to a class, as to an individual, were properly to
be considered by each private lodge by itself, and not by the
District Grand Lodge. The vote of the District Grand Lodge,
deciding that IHindoos were not, as such, disqualified from ad-
mission into Masonry, would not constrain any private lodge fo
admit a Hindoo against the wish of its members, ‘The social
prejudice, therefore, should not now be allowed to divert our
minds from the general question; and the personal oljection
which any worshiptul brother preseut mny unfortunately enter-
fain to sitting at lodge, or in banquet, or otherwise associating
with natives of this country, ought nobt in any way to influence
him in voting nmpon the bread question of their admissibility
into the general Masonic body. :

“The question new before us is whether there is anything in
the Constitution of' Iinglish Masonry to which the admission of
Hindoos into Musonry is repugnant. The worshipful brother
who spoke last, and whose remarks were based entirely on
social considerations, and, I may add, national antipathies,
wisely, I think, and fairly, refrained from making any distine.
tion between 2Mahomedans and Mindoos, and included both
classes in his objcction. But as Mahomedans have been ve-
peatedly admitted into Masonry, both in this country andin
Lngland, and as it has never been contended by any one that
the Mahomedans of Indin are, in point of character or respec-
tability, in any respect superior to the Iindoos, it appears to
me that this objection has Jong since been disposed of. It ap-
pears to me, indeed, that so far as this ground is insisted upon,
those who olject to the initiation of natives of this country,
and not those who would welcome them into Masomry, are ex-
vosing themselves Lo the charge of innovation. Tor if we, by
our votes to-night, record that, in the opinion of this District
Grand Lodge, no native of this country is a fit or proper person
to be made a Mason, then, so far as 1L am aware, for the first
time in the history of Masonry, the great Masonic doctvine of
the universal brotherhood of man will be trampled under foot
by Freemasons.

“ At the time of the revival of Freemasonry in the Middle

Ages, when a Jew was, throughout Christendom, an object of
hatred and scorn and distrust, our predecessors, the ancient
Christian Masons, did not hesitate to hold out the hand of
brotherhood even to the descendants and countrymen of the
murderers of the Founder of their religion. Shall we, in the
19th century, place a brand on upwards of one hundred millions
of the human race, and say that, though the sun never sets on
Alasonry, in India, when it shines on Masons, ib shall shine only
on pilgrims and exiles? Apart from the ground that they are
disqualified as a race and nation, the only objections I have
lieard raised this evening ave, 1st, that we cannot initiate Hin-
doos, because if they come to us professing to Le puve Deists,
they do not recognise any book in particular, or the volume of
the Sacred Law, anda difficalty must therefore arise in admi-
nistering to them the oath of obligation ; and, 2nd, that although
they come to us professing to believe in only one Supreme
DBeing, yet they are in fact idolators, as, in spite of all their
professions, they, for the most part, if not all, permit poojahs
and other idolatrous rites and ceremonies, to be performed in
their houses. The first objection is open to the obvious answer,
that while an obligation is essential, the particular mode of
obligation, or the instrument used in the ceremony, is an acei-
dent dependent upon and regulated by civewmstances. That
the mode in which the oath of obligation is now administered
can be neither invariable nov essential, is patent when we re-
member that the oldest book of what weeall the Old Testament
was probably written by Moses after or very shortly before the
exollus from Egypt, and that certainly no portion of 16 was re-
ceived as the Volume of the Swcred Law until some time after-
wards ; while, if we may trust in Masonie tradition, Moses and
Aaron and Eleazor were Master Masons, duly initiated,
passed and  raised in an Egyptian Lodge of Freemasons,
long previous to that period. It is clear, therefore, that
when Moses and Aaron and Eleazor were made DMasons,
they were not obligated upon any portion of what we now
receive as the Volume of the Sacred Liaw, and probably on no
particular writing whatsoever, The essentinl part of an obli-
gation is, that it is binding on the conscience of the recipient;
and, in my opinion, when a candidate, after producing satisfac-
tory testimony that lhe bears the reputation of an honest,
honourable, and truthful man, comesto us and solemnly declares
that he is free, and that he believes in one God, we ought to be
satisfied with his taking any obligation which he aflirms to he
binding on his conscience : and I can see no distinetion hetween
greater and less obligations. The simple affirmation of an
honest man is binding on him, and nothing can be more than
binding.

“ As to the second objection, it can only be a valil one if we
arg also to think that no man ean be said really to grasp a great
truth unless he is prepared to run amuck against all who dis-
agree with him, and that because he is satisfied that idols are
puppzts, and idolatry a vain thing, he is bound thereupon to
shock all true religious feelings and prejudices of his family and
countrymen, and not satisfied with the liberty conceded to him
to think as he pleases, he is to force every one connected and de-
pendent upon him to think and act in the smme manner that
he does.

“ The prophets of the Jews were not singularly remarkable
for the liberality of their sentiments on religious subjects. In
the matter of idolatry, I think scarcely any, even of the bre-
thren who have spoken this evening, would profess to bold views
more rigid than those entertained by the Jewish prophet Elisha.
Yet after Naaman, the captain of the host of the King of Syria,
had declared bis belief that there was no God in all the earth
bub in Israel,—a dogma, the truth of which, T may observe
parventhetically, no Mason believing in an omnipresent Supreme
Being can unreservedly admit,—after, as I have said, Naaman
had declared his adlesion to the God of Israel and of Elisha,
and had prayed for two mules’ burden of earth to carry with
him, I presume, to Syria, and then somehow to facilitate his
worship of the true God, we are told that he thus addressed
the prophet—* In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that
when my master goeth into the bouse of Rimmon to worship
there, and he Jeaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the
house of Rimmen; when I bow down myself in the house of

Yimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing’ And
what did the prophet do? Did he reproach him for his half-
heartedness ? 1id he tell him it was nob suflicient to be a be-
liever unless he was also prepared to become a martyr? No, i6
is written—IIe said unto him, ¢ Go in peace.’ Are we, brethren,
to be more exacting than Elisha ? Are we to insist that every
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candidate shall only profess a pure belief, but shall at once and
abruptly break with all the customs and usages of his family
and his class, and draw down upon himself that bitterest of all
persecutions—social and domestic martyrdom ?

“Ina question of this kind, T think, we caunot do better
than vefer to precedents. In the last number of the Zudian
Freemasons’ Friend I see recorded the views of two eminent
Masons, the Jate Duke of Sussex, well known wherever Masonry
fourishes, and our late Prov. G.3L, Dr. John Grant. The Duke
of Sussex’s opinion was entirely in favour of the admission into
Masonry of natives of this comatry. Dr. Grant, in his address
to the District Grand Lodge some years ago, is reported to have
said: € You will readily understand how necessary it is to the
keeping of a secret, that he to whom it is to be enbrusted is a
good man and #rue.  Am I not justified, then, in particularly
putting you on your gnard to seek beforehand for satisfactory
testimony that the native whom you are called upon to propose
or to recommend for Masonry is under the tongue of good
repute.” Now, brethren, it is really with some astonishmen
that T have heard the aunthority of Dr. Grant invoked as of one
conscientiously opposed to the admission of nabives of this
country into Masonry. That ke was opposed to their indiseri-
minate admission I freely concede; bub who would contend for
the indiscriminate admission of «ny class of individuals into
Masonry. Dr. Grant addresses himself not to lodges bub to
the proposers and seconders of candidates ; and so far from sug-
gesting to them that they are to reject all native candidates,
he wisely and properly enjoins them $o seck for satisfactory
‘testimony of their worthiness. 'Thab great cantion should be
exercised in the admission of eandidates into the Craft no one
denies, and it is equally undispubed that the cantion must be
still greater when the candidate belongs to a different race and
creed from ourselves, and when therefore we have less perfect
means of ascertaining his antecedents.

“Iwould go even farther: I think it would be unfair to ask
the brethren to vote for the admission of a candidate on the
testimony of any oue not Dhimself a member of the Craft.
But T submit that no such inuovabtion has ever been contem-
plated ; certainly, no such innovation has ever yet been carried
into effect. In the ease of Bro. Xhetter Mohum CGangooly, the
only Hindoo who has yet been made a Mason, and whom I had
the privilege to propose, no test cither of his antecedents or of
bis religious belief was omitted. I had known him for upwards
of two years; for the Iast year I had been in almost daily in-
tercourse with him, meeting him both in the Court in which we
both practise, and in the Bar Libraries. I had, in my humble
belief, ample opportunities of forming a fair estimate of his
character, and the opinion I had formed of him was that he was
a thoroughly upright man, as incapable from deviating from the
strict path of honour as any brother now seated before me.
Such being my opinion, I had no hesitation to vouch for him as
a good and worthy man at Lodge St. John, where he was
seconded by the Senior Deacon, a gentlemen in the same pro-
fession with myself. Defore his name was submitted to the
ballot, the Worshipful Blaster, as he has told you, put himself
into communication with him and questioned him strictly as to
his belief. Unless, therefore, we are to say of a whole nation
that no individual comprised in it, however excellent his charac-
ter, and faultless his antecedents, is ever to be trusted, who can
say Bro. Khetter Mohun Gangooly was not properly admitted ;
and if lie was properly admitted, why may not others be again
so admitted under similar ciccomstances? Our Order is com-
posed of worthy men of many various races; what reason has
been given to call upon ws o put & brand on one particular
race,

“And now, brethren, I have only to thank you for the
patience with which you have listened to me. If I have tres-
passed on your time, it is because I have feft and feel strongly
‘on the subject, and beeause, while prepared to bow to your deci-
sion, whatever it may be, I felt it due to myself and to the
lodge to which I belong to lay fully before you the grounds upon
which we have acted. I regret that the views we entertained
should for an instant have caused anything like a division in our
Order; but I for one trast that the spivit in which this discus-
sion has been conducted may long continue to shed its influence
over us, and that no difference of opinion, bowever distinetly
entertained, will ever lessen the zood will and friendliness and
good fellowship whieh, at all our assemblies, make us feel that
we are indeed among brothers.”

Bro. Asorr maintained his objections on social grounds as a
member of the District Girand Lodge. He had for twenty years

been meeting Hindoos, and had found many of them to be good
men. “T know one,” Bro. Abbott continued, * who has been
serving in my office for forby-six years, and has always borne a
good character ; yet he is a Hiudoo while I am an Englishman,
his tastes are not my tastes, his habits are not my habits, his
God is not my God. Withoub any feeling of antagonism against
the Hindoos, therefore, I feel that there ave few points of sym-
patby between us, and many grounds for misunderstandings, and
that I could not have social intercourse with them.”

Bro. RopERTs proposed that the question should be ad.
journed ; bub the Prov. (.M. was of opinion that the Distriet
Grand Lodge could come to an immediate deeision. Without

I intending any disrespect to the Duke of Sussex, the Provineial

Grand Daster did not hesitate to state, that such extraordinary
instances had come under his notice of the ignorance which
prevailed in Iingland on Indian subjects, that he attached very
little importance to the opinion of His Royal Highness, or o

any one unacquainted with the country, on questions relating
to India and the people of India. The Prov. G.1M. also attached
little value to a declaration made by a Hindoo, that an obligation
taken by him on the Bible would be binding on his conscience.
The Bible to a Hindoo, who did nob reverence ib as the inspired
Word of God and the only guide to salvation, could be nothing
hetter than any other book containing moral precepts. The
Prov. G.ML. was therefore of opinion, that Hindoos were nob
cligible for admission into Masonry, and moreover, that it was
not desirable, with reference to social considerations,; that they
should be admitted; and so long as he held a veto under the
DBy-Laws, he would exercise the power rigidly and with the ut-
most caution.

A vote being called for, the result was unfavourable fo the
initiation of Hindoos.

In pursuance of a notice of motion given by him, Bro. W,
BoURryE, Prov. (.8, moved—That, with reference to the near
approach of the time for repairing Freemasons’ Hall and the
rumoured intention of the owners to increase the rate of rent
on the completion of such repairs, immediate steps be taken to
oblain a Jease of a suitable Hall, and that a Committee be ap-
pointed by the Prov. G.M. to make arrangments for the same.”
Bro. Bourne remarked that, in his opinion, preference should be
given to some house at the west end of the town (that is, not
inside the river, but towards the south).

The proposition was scconded and carried, and the Prov. G.M.
appointed the following brethren to be the members of the
committee : viz., the present members of the finance committee,
the masters of the lodges, the chairman of the Grand Stewards’
Comumittee, and the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary.

The Prov G.). observed that it was absolutely necessary that
something should be speedily done, as the lodges had received
a notice to quit the present building.

Bro. BoorxE also moved—* That, in the event of any pro-
cession taking place on St. John’s Day approaching, some more
convenient spot be selected to march from than the Freemasons’
Hall”

The Prov. G. Masrsr stated, that it was his own wish that
the next procession should be to St. Paul’s Cathedral, from some
suitable house in the neighbourhood; but if that should not be
practicable, and serviee should, as usual, be held at St. John’s
Chureh, he was desirous that the brethren should mareh from
the Town Hall. The Lodge was then elosd in due form,

oty

THE BRAVE OLD CRATT.
By Bro. T. R. Hornixp, Preston.
Air—The Brave Old Oal.

A Song to the Craft—the brave old Craft,
That hath rul’d in the world so long,

IIere’s success to the Art—the time honouved Art,
And its pillars so fair and strong.

Oy its fame and renown, the sun ne’er goes down,
Bub shines ever clear and bright ;

The Kast and the West have its glovy confessed,
And the North and the South own its might.

Then sing to the Craft—the brave old Craft,
That hath ral’d in the world so long;

And still may its worth llumine the earth,
When ten thousand years are gone.
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It dawned in the time, when the grand easbern clime,
Was thrilled with a voice divine;

TWhen the heart and the soul first owned the control,
Of the acts that exalt and refine.

Then a Structure was reared—thus early revered,
Devoted to friendship and love;

Sweet Charity smiled, heaven’s best beloved child,
From ler mansions of beauty above.

Then pledge to the Craft—the brave old Craft,
That hath rul’d in the world so long;

And still may its worth illumine the carth,
When ten thousand years are gone,

Though states have decayed, and the laws they have made
Are lost in the shadowy past ;

Unfaded by time, in its grandeur subiime,
Still our Order stands firm and fast,

And still to Mar’s heart it the trath doth impart,
He should be to his brother kind;

That honour and worth, brightest gems of the Earth,
In his bosom should ever be shrin’d !

Then fill to the Craft-——the brave old Craft,
That hath ruled in the world so long ;

And still may its worth illumine the Earth,
When ten thousand years are gone.

With fecling sincere be should wipe the sad tear,
From the sorrowing mourners’ cheek ;

His mission is blessed to protect the opp
And to comfort the lone and the weak,

The Great Architect’s eye, from his throne in che sky
TLooks down and approves of our plan;

For Faith shall be pare and Religion secure,
While Masonry teacheth Man.

So fill high to the Craft—the brave ¢ld Craft
That hath raled in the world so long;

May the Sun of its worth still illemine the Earth,
When ten thousand years are gone,

THE WEEK.

Tie Covnt.—Her Majesty and family continue at Windsor.
The Prince of Wales was introduced into the Privy Council on

I owing

Tuesday.

GExtraAL Hoxpe News.—Lord Wodehouse, who was seat to
St. Petersburg, as English Minister, at the close of the Crimenn
war, and who has since held the office of Under Seevetary for
Forcign Affairs, has been selected to proceed to Copenhagen, on
a special mission, to congratulate King Christian on his aceession
to the Danish throne, and—as it is semi-officially hinted—to
make His Majesty * thoroughly acquainted with the views of
the British Government respecting his rights, his duties, and
the spirit in which he sheuld assert the oue and perform the
other.” A storm of wind unexampled in its violence for mauny
years past burst over the metropolis on Thursday of last week,
and was felt thronghout the country. The anemometer aflixed
to the Royal Exchange indicated a pressave of 30, on the
square foob aboub eleven o clock in the forenom. To the un-
scientific reader it will afford 2 more lively illustration of the
fary of the gale to be told that several people were literally
blown away, that branches of trees were broken off, and in some
cases the trees themselves uprooted, that laden barges were
sunk in the river, and that several stacks of chimmeys were
blown down. One of these ir; a small street near the Eleph:\hb
and Castle fell on the roof of the house, smashed in the ceiling,
and killed one of four ehildren that were in the room, the others
The gale has told more disastrously
at sea than upon the land. On the south and west coast the
reports of wrecks are numerous. In the neighbourhood of !
Holyhiead there was melancholy loss of life, and the vicinity of l‘

heing seviously injured.

the (oodwin Sands was only saved from similar disasters by the
intervention of the life boats. In the river the casualties, and
cven the wrecks, are nuimerous ; and one splendid vessel, with a
cargo of tea valued ab £30,000, afier wmaking a prosperous
voyage from China, ran immwinent risk of total shipwreck at.
the gates of the dock she was about enter, and within sight of
London-bridge. From Yarmouth we have a long list of
fatal easualties ab sen, and we have also tidings of the loss of a
German emigrant vessel, which app2ars to have gone down with
250 of her passengers and crew.——A dreadful ecideat occurred
on the Great Northern Railway, near Peterborough. Before
daybreak 2 pilot passenger engine left one of the railway sheds,
at a place called New England, for the purpose of proceeding to
Peterboreugh. It was soon followed by a heavy goods engine,
which ran into it, killing a guard, and throwing off the driver
and stoker. The pilot engive, thus freed from control, dashed
on at the rate of 40 wiles an hour, and coming up with a goods
train, nearly completely smashed the brake-van, The guard in
the van sustained injuries, which, it is feaved, will prove fatal.
The career of the pilot engine was stopped by the second col-
lision.——Another change in the condition of the cotton opera-
tives is shown in the weekly report presented by Mr. Farnall at
the mesting of the Central Relief Commitice. In 14 unions
there has been a total decrease of 1,378 in the number of per-
sons receiving parochial velief, while in 13 wunious there
been an increase of 639, There is thus, taking the
27 unions, included in Mr. Iarnall’s returns, a net in-
of 739,— nge, no doubt, owing to the employment
afiorded to the operatives by ths esmmencement of public
works, On the other hand, we read in Mr. Maclure’s report
that “during the present month there is reason to expect that,
to the effect which the conditien of the money market
may probably have upon the price of cobton, there will he a
cousiderable decrease of work in the mills of the district,” An
important discussion took place on the Public Works Act, and
Lord Darby stated the result of his representabions to Sir
George Grey respecting the expense ab present attending ap-
plications for loans under the act. We have it on the high
authority of the Imspector General that the volunteer force
has maintained its numbers, and certainly is progressing in effi-
ciency.——The great metropolitan agricultural gathering of the
Clab Cattie Show assembled ou Monday, for the
second time, at its new and capacions home—the Agricultural
Hall, Islington. In the morning Lis Royal Highness the Prince:
of Wales and the Crown Prince of Prussia visited the building,.
and inspected the show with much inferest. At two o’clock
the building was opened to the public on the payment of
five shillings, a price which il mnot prevent many
thousands from gratifying their love of viewing the finest
specimens of cattle of all kinds that can De seen in the world.
The rest of the week has been shilling days, and the attendance
in mo way short of thab of lust year. Sales were brisk, and
every visitor appeared pleased with the accommodation, which
afforded a marked contrast to that from which the public so-
long sallered at Baker-street. The annual meeting of the
Smithfield Club was held on Tuesday, for the first time under
the new constitution. Earl Spencer was elected president, to
succead Lord Walsingham, At the meeting of the City Cowm-
mission of Sewers, some interest was excited by tue revival of ©
proposal to widen the eastern end of the Poulbry by removing
Lubbock’s old bank, opposite the Mansion House. It is said
thab the projected improvement may cost £17,500, or at the
rate of more than a million and a half per acre. It was resolved
that the project shonld be carried oub if the Metropolitan
Board would ¢hare the expense.~———1t is stated that the law
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officers of the Crown in Scotland have decided to take legal
proceedings in the case of the Pampero,—a steamer recently
Jannched on the Clyde, and said to be intended for the Con-
federate service. It is further reported that this is not
the only case of alleged infringement of the Foreign Enlist-
ment Act that is likely fo come before the Scofeh judges.—~—
The court-martial on Colonel Crawley is drawing to a close. The
case for the prosecution was completed on Wednesday, and
Colonel Crawley stated that he would only have “a few” wit-
nesses to call. These “ few” witnesses having been examined,
the prisoner asked for an adjournment, so that he may be en-
sbled to prepare his defence. We take it that Sir Alfred Hors-
ford will deem it necessary to reply to Colonel Crawley’s speech,
and in that case a second adjournment will no doubt be applied
for,——The unfortunate Great Ship has entered upon another
phase of her strangely unhappy career. It will be remembered
that the Master of the Rolls had issued an injunction to prevent
the sale of the ship till the matters in dispute were settled by
the courts of law. Since then the Queen’s Bench have decreed
that Mr. Parry, one of the creditors, had a right to « execution
of judgment,” but the Master of the Rolls, on being applied to,
refused to dissolve the injunction. An appeal was thereupon
made to the Lords Justices, who, after hearing parties, reversed
the judgment of the Master of the Rolls, and dissolved the in-
Jjuuction that restrained the sale. A sad case was tried in the
Court of Queen’s Bench last week. A youth, named Frankel—
the oaly child of his widowed mother—was travelling in the
London and North-Western Railway Company’s omnibus be-
tween Buxton and Whaley Bridge. On the road, what is called
a “race’” was started between the omnibus and the mail coach,
and by and by the driver of the omnibus found it necessary %o
pull his horse to one side. Whilst this wus being done, the
omnibus gave a Iurch, and 3Mr. Frankel was thrown upon the
ground, receiving injuries to the brain and spinal chord, which
it is feared, can only end in idiotey. An action was therefore
brought against the Company, and Mr. Frankel appeared in
Court. His shatbered and helpless appearance excited the deep-
est sympathy ; ib seems, indeed, to have completely unmanned
the Lord Chief Justice, whose utterance, says one of the reports,
during his summing up, © was frequently choked by sobs, which
he vainly endeavoured to repress. The jury gave a verdict for
the plaintiff, with £2000 damages. A very singular case has
been heard in the Court of Probate. A numerous family of bro-
thers and sisters were left some £14,000 by an uncle, which was
to be divided among them in a rather complicated form. About
twenty years ago one of the sisters died, and her will, bequeath-
ing her share among the rest of the family, was witnessed
by two of her sisters, and administered by her bhrother John.
Another brother, James, who was abroad at the time, came
home Iately and employed an attorney to examine into his inte-
rest in the property, giving him a mortgage over his shave of the
wills as compensation. The brother who had administered
and the sisters who witnessed the will now came forward
to declare that the will was a forgery. After hearing the
evidence, however, the jury found that the will was valid, ~—
Three cases for compensation in the matter of the late accident
atb Streatham, on the Brighton Railway line, have been settled
in the Sherifiy’ Court, One case only went to trinl—-that of a
private in the Coldstream Guards, who asked for £1000
damages, and the jury awarded him £350. The same sum was
taken by consent for another person who also claimed £1,000;
while a third, who asked for £100, received £100.——Ab the
Central Criminal Court, Catlierine O’Brien, found guilty of un-
lawfully wounding a sailoy, was sentenced to 1S months’ impri-
sonment. At the Middlesex Sessions a startling episode in

-~

criminal life occurred. A man sentenced to six years’ penal

servitude for stealing a bil of bacon (of course taking account

of previous convictions), hurled a bit of iron at a policeman who

had given evidence against him. Had not the iron missed the

peliceman the probability is that he would never have given

evidence against any one else. The assizes at Hertford was

opened on Monday by Mr. Justice Williams. A remarkable

feature in the trials was the prevalence of incendiarism, which

seems to have been committed out of mere wantonness. A re--
markable case of night poaching and assault on the keepers was

also tried. Three young scoundrels of a very dramatic turn of
mind are in custody at Hull. Highly inflamed, it is reported,

by the perusal of the narratives of notorious highwaymen’s

lives, these lads, it would appear, from a confession made by one

of them, decided upon a career ofjerime. With another boy, who

has not been appreliended, they planned and executed most

daving robberies, and two of them hired a cab to take them to

Driffield,—it being agreed upon that on the road one of them

was to get on the box, cut the cabman’s throat, take the

reins, and drive on to somz place where they might

possibly succeed in selling the vehicle and the horse.——

A shocking case of suicide took place last weel, in the broad

daylight, at Xing’s-cross, by a respectably-dressed middle aged
man. He was standing on the foot pavement, when a heavily

laden dray approached. On sceing i6, he dropped a parcel,

stepped out on the road, knelt down, and deliberately laid his

head in front of the wheel, and in the next instant was a

mangled corpse. Captain Semmes's famous vessel, the
Suaiter, which is now under the new name of the Gibrallar,

engaged in blockade running, has arrived at Queenstown, from
Wilmington, She left that port on the 14th of November, and
has on Dboard 330 bales of cotton, each bale, it is said, weigh-
ing 800ths. A young woman, named Hewith, otherwise Holt,
has been sentenced fto death at the Chester assizes for the
mother of her mother, at Stockport. Holt, it seems, contrived,
by fraud, to effect an insurance on her mother’s life, and it was

in order to secure the paltry sum of money represented by the

policy that the murder was committed. The old woman was

poisoned by repeated doses of arsenic; in fact, her body, after

death, was found to be saturated with the poison. —An action

tried in the Court of Queen’s Bench affords a striking illustra-

tion of the mammer in which companies are too often formed

under the Limited Liabilities Act. As by the act seven share-

holders are necessary to form a company, i6 was arranged

between the plainbiff and defendant that they should take five

£50 shares, that a friend should take a £50 share, but not be
called on to pay, and the other four should be mere dummies,
taking each a share of £1—the resulb of the process being a
limited liability company for carrying on the business of general

agents and money lenders, consisting in reality of only two

partners and £500 capital, A solicibor has heen committed

by the Worcestershire magistrates to the next assizes for trial
ona charge of misdemeanour, for unlawfully abducting a girl of
fifteen from the possession of her grandfuther. The girl does
not appear to have rejoiced in a thoroughly unblemished
character ; but, doubtless, this fact will come out or be dis-
proved at the trial.——The great ight for £2000 between John
Carmel IIeenan and Tom King, came off on Thursday, the 10th
inst., about a mile and a huif from Wadhurst, a guiet country
place, fifty miles from London, and nine past Tunbridge Wells,
on the South-Eastern Railway. King appeared to suffer from
the repeated “hugs” of Heenan, and ab one time his chance of
success seemed hopeless; but the tide turned i his favour, and
after fighting 24 vounds in 35 minutes, he was hailed the
vietor,
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ForEIGN INTELLIGENCE—The draft of the address which
the French Senate is about to debate was read on Tuesday,
during the sitting of that angust and “devoted” body. It
praises everything that the Emperor Napoleon has szid, done,
or proposed ; and perhaps the only noteworthy paragraph is one
which says—¢ England has decided that she will abstain from
taking part in the congress. Mer exceptional position allows
her, perhaps, to be less semsible than your Majesty of the
dangers of the stefu quo ; but the other governments can only
gain by establishing a state of things which will no longer be
menaced nor misunderstood whatever happens.”” The Emperor
of Russia's reply to the Ewperor Napoleon’s invitation to a
European congress had been published in Paris. The Czar pro-
fesses his desire to “substitute relations of confidence and con-
cord for the state of armed peace weighing so heavily upon the
people,” and declares that his sincerity has Deen sufficiently
attested by the reduction of his army until ““eventualities of a
nature to menace the sccurity and even the integrity of his
states alone caused him to abandon this path.” He will be
happy if the Emperor Napoleon’s proposal should lead to a
“loyal understanding between the Sovereigns;” but the
conseut of all the great powers is needed; and it is indispen-
sable that the TFrench Ewperor should ¢ define (uestions
upon which an understanding would have to he arrived
at, and the basis upon which it would be established.”——
Coant Rechberg has made in the Austrian Reichsrath a decla-
ration similar to that of Count Bismarck in the Prussian Parlia-
ment. He said that Austria and Prussia were not released from
the obligations of the treaty of London, but if Denmuwrk ap-
pealed to that treabty they were entitled to require that she
should first fulfil the stipulations on which the treaty was
founded, They owed it to themselves to carry out the « federal
execution” already ordered, “expressly reserving the righé to
examine the hereditary succession ;”” and at the first signal from
Frankfort, Austrin would despatch the required number of
troops to the Lower Elbe. The question regarding the succes-
sion to the Danish territories was mnob clear, and needed a
Iegal investigation.” But “the decision of a tribunal must not
be anticipated by a one-sided procceding against the de faclo
possessor,” and it must be remembered that, as the Prince of
Augustenburg laid claim to other territories bLesides Schleswig
and Iolstein, Germany might “plunge into a Iuropean war
simply that an Auvgustenburg Duke might reign instead of a
Glucksburg.” The Austrian Cabinet attached the ubmost value
to Prussian co-operation, and was determined to observe
treatics, and uphold * within legal limits” the interests of
Germany and “ German kindred in the North”” The German
Diet ultimately passed, on Monday, though only by a small
majority, a resolution for “federal exeuution in Iolstein, but
““reserved to itself the settlement of the question of snceession.”
Orders were immediately issued for the entry of federal troops
into Iolstein; and it only Yemains to he seen whether these orders
will be immediately executed, and whether the Danes will offer
forcibleopposition to the oceupation of theduchy by German troops.
The proclamation by which Christian IX. withdraws the royal
patent of the 12th March was issued on Tuesday at Copen-
hagen ; bub the spirit of the Danes is sufliciently shown by the
disapprobation with which this conciliatory measure scems to
have been received by the Danish press.——The Swedish Diet
was closed on Tuesday with a speech from the Throne. IIis
Majesty expressed anxiety for the maintenance of European
peace, and sympathy for Denmark.——A telegram from Vienna
states that an extraordinary credit of 15 millions of florins is to
he asked of the Reichsrath to meet the expenses of the
Schleswig-Holstein expedition,——The Prussian Government

have demanded of the Chamber of Deputies a loan of twelve
million thalers to meeb the expense of the proposed military ex-
ecution in Holstein.——The National Assembly at Athens have
sent a deputation to King (ieorge to express its regret ab the
death of the Xing of Denmark.

IxNDIA AxD AvstrATIA.—The Bombay papers confirm the
telegraphic accounts of the dangerous illness of the Earl of
Elgin, and attribute it to the effect of the fatigue he suffered
in passing the Routang Pass on foot. A telegram to the 17th
says that Earl Elgin remained in the same state. They also
contain further accounts of the attack on the hill tribes on the:
North-West frontier of our troops. Though the latter suflered
severely, they inflicted much greater loss on the rcbels. The
other news is not of great importance.——A Melbourne despatel
brings ns from New Zealand the satisfactory news that General
Cameron had successfully attacked the position occupied by the
Maoris. According to accounts from Japan, by-way of Shang-
bail “affairs were quieter.” Sir John Lawrence had an andience
with the Queen on Saturday, and did the usual homage on his
appoinbment as Viceroy of India. Iis Excellency will leave
this country for Caleutta on the 10th inst. Sir George Clerk,
who has been twice governor of Bombay, succeeds him in the
India Council ab home.

AMERICA.— By the arrival of the 4sic we have some im-
portant items of news from America, and among them we learn
that Knoxville was not complebely invested, the Confederates
having withdrawn from the south side of the river; that
Burnside has declared that he will hold the town: that the
sea wall of Fort Samter had been destroyed, the Confederates
constructing hombproofs on the ruins; that a reconnaissance
under Granger had been made near Chattanooga, the result
being that Granger occupied the elevations, upon which he
directed his attack, carriéd the rifle pits in front,
and moved throuzh the forest Lafore him, driving in the
Confederate picquets. The mnews brought by the New
York is very unfavourable to the Conflederate forces
in Tennessee. The success of the Federals in driving
the Confederates from Missionary Ridge and Look-out
Mountain into the valley, was followed by the complele rout of
Bragg’s army, which in its retreab towards Dalton was hotly
pressed by the Federals, who had captured a large number of
guns and some thonsand prisoners. The northern accounts go
so far as to say Dragg’s avmy was destroyed. General Long-
street had not assaulted ILuoxville, but his batteries commanded
the city. Ie had no time to lose, as a Federal foree was moving
to relieve Burnside. Gencral Meade having pub his army in
motion, crossed the Rapidan on the 26th and 27th, the Confe-
derates offering no opposition. On the 28th heavy cannonading
was heard all day near Orvange Court-lhouse. No particulars of
the engagement had beenreceived at New York, but unfavourable
rumours reached the city which cansed a rise in gold of four per
cent. The Federals had been repulsed in a demonstration on
rafts against Fort Sumter.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

IxQUIRER.—The supposed number of regularly paying mem-
bers of the Order is supposed to be from 16,000 to 20,000,
but there is no means of accurately determining.

« A SETTLER,” rclative to Lodge 60O, is not written in a style
suitable to our columns; and, moreover, the author has not
sent us his name.



