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LONDON, SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 1866,

MASONIC SAYINGS AND DOINGS
ABROAD.

Brreror.

An imposing obituary ceremonial, in commemo-
ration of Bro. Leopold of Saxe Coburg, late King
of the Belgians, was celebrated under the auspices
of the Grand Orient of Belgium, on the 10th of
February last. ~ From a report published by the
Monde Magonnique we extract the following par-
ticulars :—

The hall of the Union et Progrés Lodge, in
which the celebration took place, was filled with
about 1,500 of the Craft, all wearing the insignia
of momrning. The Grand Master pro tem., Bro.
M. van Schoor, member of the Senate, presided,
and was supported by the dignitaries of the
Grand Orient and the Supreme Council of Belgium,
and the W.M.s of most national lodges. The
Grand Orients of France, Italy, and the Nether-
lands, the lodges of Paris and Marseilles, and the
Hoffnung Lodge of Berne (in which King Leopcld
had first received the Masonic light), as well as
several Sicilian and other lodges, were repre-
sented on this occasion, and their delegates were
received with the usual ceremonies. Bro. Defré
(member of the House of Representatives) de-
livered the obituary oration. He alluded to the
Masonic career of the late king, from his initiation
in the Berne Lodge in 1813. The proceedings
were concluded by the performance of a cantate,
composed expressly for this occasion by Bro.
Hanssens, the musical divector of the Theatre
Royal, in which joined the chief male and female
performers, as well as the choir of the theatre.

The Bishop-of Liege has issued a Lenten
pastoral letter, in which the compulsory passage
on Freemasonry runs thus :—

The impious attacks and blasphemous negation to
which the archfiend prompts the ¢ philosophists”
of our time, have for their object chiefly the sub-
version of the divine institution of the Church, every
doctrine based on faith, all positive veligion, the
whole of the supernatural organisation, and conse-
quently the divinity of Jesus Christ; they aim ab
the morals founded on the eternal reason of God,
and manifested by the lights of conscience and revela-
tion, at Providence, at the power of God on man and
society, at the very existence of Divinity, .e., of a living
and personal God. These aims are sometimes more or
less boldly admitted, sometimes more or less cleverly
concealed; but they are adhered to by the various sects
of *philosophists” of the present day, by some n fofo,
by others in part. Positivism, rationalism, pantheism,
atheism, solidarism, free thought, independent morals,
liberalism, and Freemasonry are some of the principal

designations by which those sects go nowadays, . « =
Ample evidence of these objects is farnished by the
doctrines laid down in books, Dby speeches de-
livered in lodges in this country and abroad, im
liberal and “solidary” associations, in sacrilegicus
ovations to those who died as apostates, the openly
irreligious language of some of their journals, and the
anti-Christian tendencies of others, the teachings im
their schools, &&. What more do you wanbt to cha-
racterise these sects, and satisfy yourselves of the
perversity of their views, and the danger and ecn-
tamination that must arise to your faith and that of yeur
families from tke contact with these doctrines ?

However faulty and insane the views of the
pious shepherd may appear, there is decidedly
“method in his madness.” Freemasonry, resting
upon and being thoroughly pervaded by the
genuine doctrines of the Christian religion, neces-
sarily repudiates all connection with pantheists and
atheists on the one hand, and Jesuits and popisk
zealots on the other; but unfortunately a certaiz
number of our continental and chiefly T'rencl
brethren, styling themselves positivists, on the
principle of lucus @ mon lucendo, have of late
years endeavoured to divest Freemasonry of the
whole of its religious character, and thus under-
mine the very foundation stone of our edifice,
They have not succeeded, and, it is to be hoped;
will never succeed in their endeavours in thig
direction; but one object they have certainiy
attained. They have furnished our commoxr

‘adversaries, the acolytes of Cardinal Antonelli,

with a powerful handle and weapon, of which the
latter avail themselves with incontestible ability.
The French Masonic reformers have endorsed to
a certain extent the ““religious’ opinions of the
Proudhons and Jourdains, and their organ, the
Monde BMagonnigue, has become the faithful
auxiliary of the Siécle. They have only thems
selves to blame, if they are held up and poinfed
at as the enemies of Church and State; and from
his point of view, Bro. Favre, in commenting om
the above mandement, is quite right in telling his
fellow-positivists that “they mneed  be neither
astonished nor indignant at the theories and accu-
sations set forth in those pastoral letters.”

NETHERLANDS.

From the Dauliitte we learn that the © Nether-
lands’ General Fund for Widows and Orphans,” hag
entered the third year of its existence. At the
last general meeting, an address was delivered by
the excellent Bro. Dr. L. dulder. The council of
supervision is headed by Bro. J. van Lennep,
Crown Advocate, of Amsterdam ; the Council of
Management consists of Bro. Mulder, chairmang



202

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR. erch 17, 1566.

Susan, Deputy Chairman ; Bello, Treasurer; and
Westeuenck, Secretary.

Bro. J. van Lennep informs us that the fiftieth
anniversary of the Grand Mastership of Bro.
Prince Frederick of the Netherlands, will be cele-
Drafed with great solemnity at Amsterdam, on the
29th May next. Prince Frederick was elected
Grand Master for the then united Kingdom of
Holland and Belgium, on the 29th May, 1816.

GERMANTY.

Leoipzig.—The fiftieth anniversary of the Sunday
&chool of the “ Balduin zur Linde ” Lodge was
celebrated on the 11th of Februavy, This institu-
tlon, the first Sunday School of Germany, was
opened on Feb. 11th, 1816, by Bro. J. B. Limbur-
ger, its object being to assist adults whose early
caucation had been neglected, and wko might be
auxious for further improvement. At the com-
menceinent the School, condncted by Bros.
Tischner and Clauss, connted but eleven pupils;
in 1820 it had made such progress as to warrant
the establishment of a second, andin 1821 a third
clags. Thenumber of pupils amounted in 1820 to
seventy or eighty; at present it exceeds 143.
Since the foundation of this School, 4,758 pupils
lwve been instructed in it. The amount of ex-
penses varies from 700 to 800 thalers (£120).

Selleswig Holstetn~—The Beuliitte informs us
$hat the oldest lodge of the Eibe Duchies, Karl zam
Folsen, of Altona, has suspended its labours owing
to the unfavourable state of the times. The Dauliitte

Lopes that after the resumption of its activity, this |

lodge will abendon its Swedish system on which it
Las been working hitherto, and join a German
Grand Lodge ; ab present it belongs to the province
of the Grand Land Lodge of Copenhagen.

The Frederik Lodge, of Flenshurg, founded

three years ago, which had been completely para- |
1}"68(1 durine the war, has resumed its labours i illastration of our dogma of humane and fraternal love.
g I, Das s 2 5, |

and is progressing very favourably; ab present

it counts some eighty or ninety members. The

favour ab present ; it counted twenty-one members
ab the beginning of February, and its future seems
to be well secured by this time.

The lodges of Ilensburg and Rendsburg are
continually in a most fraternal communicatbion ;
on the 18th of January, twelve brethren from
Flensburg, headed by their W.M., attended a
meeting of the Rendsburg Lodge. The interests
of the Craft are greatly advanced by such inter-
course. There are several other members living
in intermediate places in which no Masoniclodges
exist as yeb, such as Kiel, Schleswig, Neu-
miinster, &e.

Beyrr,

We are indebted to the courtesy of an Ifalian
brother for the communication of the last issue of
“La Squadra,” a new Masonic periodical, pub-
lished in Italian at Alexandria, under the auspices
of the Lodges Cajo Gracco, Caprera, and Pom-
peja. We consider the appearance of this new
Masonic publication as a gladdening sign of the
times, showing the progress owr Institution is
making in those neglected countries of the Hast,
In our last nuwmber we reproduced the oration
delivered by Bro. Iigari at the inauguration of a
new lodge at Cairo; and we shall now extract
from our new contemporary the most salient
passages of a discourse which was delivered in
the Lodge Les Pyramides d’Bgypte by Bro.
N. Lenghi, the W.M. of the Caprera Lodge, at
its last St. Johw’s Jrestival.

Bro. Lenghi, having alluded and done’ due
honour to those brethren who had been taken
away from our midst during the past year, goes
on to say :—

The desire of discharging their most sacred duties

has united here men of every unation and creed. Our
presence in this sacred enclosare, and the painful motive

¢ that has caused us to gather heve, is a solemn refutation

former W.M. having transferred his residence to |

Copenhagen, Bro. Neilsen was elected W.BL
some eight months ago, and has conducted the
lehours with tact and dignity ever since. A

womerons  deputation from the lodge attended |

ab the inauguration of the Nordstern Lodge, of :

BRendsburg, last year.  The latter met ab the
outseb with a rather unfavcurable reception ab the
hands of the somewhat scrupulons and suspicions
population of Holstein, but it is eyed with more

of the false accusations of our revilers and a plansible

Bub it is nob in our aspirations towards mutual im-
provement that our chief duty consists; we should
also oppose most energetically the doings of those who,
by degrading and adulterating our institutions, estrange
and keep aloof from us the masses which we are called
upon to enlighten.

The Freemasonry of the present day should resign
some of the habits and manners of its infancy, that the
innate instinct of the profane world may nob judge it
merely by ifs appearance. Tor what is the use of a pro-
gressive doctrine, unless its practice be in keeping with
the spirib and wants of the age ?

Tt is time to modify in part the forms of our Institution;
ib is time to lift up the ovder of the veil that covers
Treemasonry, but without teariag it. The social con-
ditions of our century have become such as to dispel all
apprehension of a hostile invasion of our dominions. Let
us therefore lay open to the gaze of all the essence of our
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teachings, to refute the deprecation dictated by igno-
rance, the false interpretations based on bad faith, the
presumption of fanaticism, and thus vindicate the cha-
racter of the greatest and noblest of all human instibu-
tions. ILet us show to all, without reluctance, without
timidity, what are its real aims and objects; leb us pro-
claim them not only within the precinets of our temple,
but in the open market, wrbi ef 014, leb them be made
known not to our adberents alone, but also to the pro-
fane world. There is nothing more sublime than a dogma
which unites and joins all that is divided and separated
by the human passions; which considers all mankind as
an aggregate of brethren, which gathers by means of
love and charity. all that is disseminated by selfishness
and the pursuit of personal interest.

Let us show to our detractors our works in all their
purity, that they may fall in humility at the feet of the
luminous Delta which enlightens by its rays the vaults

" of our temple. To those who point at us as “the ene-
mies of throne and altar,” let us prove, by incontrover-
tible facts, that, far from imposing itself on the world
by man’s force, as throune and altar have done in past
times, Freemasonry acts only by moral persuasion; that
it respects the views and opinions of all; that it raises
to her bosom the abandoned victim, who will find rest
and peace in her, having resigned the vile passions of
the profane world.

Those who are strangers to our Order should
cease to assert that we aré nothing but a benevolent
association ; this is a bitter sarcasm which is most pain-
ful to our feelings, aiming, as it does, at the very ground-
work of our edifice. We coucede this reviling epithet to
other societies which in narrow-mindedness and hypo-
erasy, have for their object a degrading charity,—culéi-
vating vice and discouraging honest labour. Our mission
is very differentindeed ; in vain we should aspire towards
Justness and perfection ; improperly we should call our-
selves the true Sons of Light, if we were to confine our
activity to merely throwing away the superfluity,—the
surplus of the earthly goods with which the Great
Avchitect of the Universe has blessed us.

The foundation stone of our Institution, leb the world
ab large know, consists in that moral equality which
alone can join and assimilate all customs, all characters,
all opinions, and all creeds. With ns the whole of the
human species becomes naturalised and has bub one
country. Far from involving political and social equality,
it only constitutes the common level on which Nature
has placed us all, from birth to death. The king on his
throne, and the plonghman who, by the sweabt of hig
brow, draws from the earth the nutriment on which he
supports himself, are made of the same waterial, and
were cast in the same crucible ; both are born, both die;
and as they arc equal in the order of Nature, so they are
in the moral order, having both been endowed by the
Divine Creator, with that principle of good by the aid of
which they can both raise themselves to the very highest
ideas of perfection and progress.

We heartily endorse the views so eloquently
enunciated by our esteemed brother, and hope
that the humane undertaking in which he and his
fellow-labourers have embarked with so much
ardour and abnegation will be attended with the
success it so fully deserves.

‘We have also much pleasure in informing our
readers that the erection of a Masonic Hall in
Alexandria for the use of lodges of various
nationalities has been proposed, and promises to
be successfully carried out.

THE POPE AND FREEMASONRY.

We continue from our last the letters by the
Rev. Bro. Milner, which have appeared in onr
pages.  That which we now quote is headed
“ Freemasonry ad Clerum.” Bro. Milner pro-
ceeds as follows :—

PFinding that my Masonic leiters have ab-
tracted some little attention, far beyond what thei
intrinsic merit deserved, and that your Masenic
readers are more especially interested in them, I
beg to furnish you with a further instalment,
although I am not yet prepared to enter into ihe
discussion promised in my last, viz., Mr. King’s
extraordinary assertion that Freemasons borrowed
their symbols from the old Gnestics. Whether
those ancient symbols which he has illustrated
were used by the Gnostics at all or not, T am by
no means certain. My own present impression is
that they had nothing whatever to do with those
primitive heretics, but even if it tnrns out thah
they had, the explanation is quite easy and
uatural. They must in that case have bhorrowed
them from the old mysteries, their founder having
doubtless been initiated intothe mysteries of Ceres,
or Kleusis, or Bacchus, or more probably still méo
a Pythagorean Lodge, where the whole of the
symbols ab present in use amongst Freemasons
would be employed, with explanations very nearly
correch in most instances, for, asThave already
mentioned, Pythagoras had been initiated into a
Jewish lodge of Freemasons, and had been taught
by the prophet Iizekiel. —After completing his
travels, he returned to Samos, and thence emi-
grated to Crotona in Italy.  Here he met with
the most wonderful success. His public exhorta-
tions induced members to enrol themselves ag
members of the mew society which he sought to
establish. This society was. a kind of religions
brotherhood, the members of which werve bound
together by peculiar rites and observances. There
were various gradations [degrées] among the
mewmbers, and no candidates were admitted with-
out passing through a period of probation, in which
their intellectual faculties and general charvacter
were tested. Tverything done and tanght in the
fraternity was kept a profound secret froma all
without its pale. It appears that the members
had some private signs like Freemasons, by which
they could recognise each other, even if they had
never meb before,”—Smith’s History of Grecce, p.
188. It is not by any means improbable thab
Pythagoras visited Britain, as stated in the ol
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MS. of King Henry VL., from which T quoted an
extract in my last letter. But if he was the real
founder of the society in these islands, or if the
Romans introduced it from Italy when they in-
vaded our shores, it is difficult to understand how
the rites attained such a degree of purity in very
garly times, no trace of any connection with
spurious Masonry having been detected within
she British dominions since the historic period
commenced.

I do not remember whether in my previous
Tetters I pointed oub to your uninitiated readers
the distinetion between operative and speculative
" Masonry. The latter only is in existence now;
bot during the time that operative Masonry
Hlomrished before and after mediceval times, they
practised speculative Masonry as well, observing
the same rites and ceremonies, and being regularly
imitiated in exactly the same manner as at present.
If anything more than what I stated before seeing
Mr. King’s book be required to show that this is
not & political society, and that it cannot possibly
league itself with rebellion or disloyalty in any
shape or form, it may be sufficient to (uote the
Erand Master’s charge to the Master elect of a
Indge: “ 1. You agree to be a good man and true,
snd strictly to obey the moral law. 2. You agree
to be a peacable subject, and cheerfully to conform
&0 the laws of the country in which you reside.
3. You promise not to be concerned in plots or
gonspiracies against the Government, but patiently
to submit to the decisions of the supreme legisla-
&nrs.

After these preliminary remarks, I will proceed
b once to the main object of my present letter,
which, as the heading shows, is intended for the
clergy of both denominations, Anglican aswell as
Roman. Iwish to institute a comparison between
the ancient mysteries and the Book of Revelation,
written by one who had himself been initiated into
the true mysteries, and evidently kuew all about
the spurions ones, whether from revelation or
from personal knowledge I cannot pretend to say.
It will perhaps startle some of your readers to be
informed that the whole machinery (soto say) of
that mysterious hook, from beginning to end is
horrowed from the machinery of the ancient mys-
feries ; and still more in hear that none but a
Freemason, or one well acquainted with the cere-
mmonies and rites of those old mysteries, can
possibly understand fully all that is meant to he

s

conveyed by the abtruse symbolism of that book.

I have said that in every country, wherever
practised, the rites and ceremonies in the mysteries
bore a striking similarity to each other. I will
quote from De. Oliver a brief description of them,
and then give an outline of the Book of Revelation.
“The famous mysteries of idolitary (he says) were
all funereal. Thelegend celebrated the death and
resurrection of some imaginary being to whom
their devotions were to be paid. The rites were
always solemnised in lamentation, and terminated
in joy. Severe tests and probations accompanied
the ceremonial ; and the initiations were performed
in secret caverns, which were alike the objects of
horror and dread to the uninitiated, and the
vehicles of a mystical regeneration to the epopt,
which conferred personal and political distinction.
Ablutions and purifications formed a distinguish-
ing feature in all these institutions. Inthe Grecian
mysteries, after these preliminary rites, the aspirant
“was introduced into a small cave or vestibule to
be invested with the sacred habiliments, after
which his conductor delivered him over to the
mystagogue. Being led forward through a series
of dark passages and dismal caverns [to represent
the erratic state of the ark while floating on the
troubled surface of the diluvian waters], the
machinery opens upon him. He first hears the
distant thunder pealing through the vault of heaven
accompanied by the howling of dogs and wild
beasts ; an apt representation of the confusion
which prevailed amongst the multiplicity of
domestic and ferocious animals during the period
of Noah’s confinement in theark. . . Tlashes
of vivid light now broke in upon him, and wren-
dered the prevailing darkness more visible.
Monstrous shapes and apparitions, demoniacal
figures, mystical visions and fitting shadows, over-
whelm him with terror. He was then left in
solitude and darkness to reflect on the husiness
he was engagedin, and to be reduced to a proper
state of mind, for the reception of sublime and
mysterious truths. This was the symbolical death
of the mysteries : and the deliverance from con-
finement was the act of regeneration or new birth.”’
Then followed “a crash resembling the rush of
waters bursting from a deep abyss,” referring to
the Deluge. ¢ The monstrous Typhon, raging in
quest of Osiris, discovered the ark, and, violently
rending it asunder, scattered the limbs of his
vietim over the face of the earth amidst the din
of dissolving nature. The aspirant heard the
lamentations which were instituted for the death
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of their God, whose representative he was, accom-
panied with doleful cries and howling of men,
women, and animals, to symbolise the death-
shricks and exclamations of terror and despair,
which would wunquestionably salute the ears of
Noah while enclosed within the vessel of safety,”
&c.  “The dove was a conspicuous symbuol
and a lunette floating on the surface of the ocean,
attended by a dove with an olive branch in its
mouth, encircled by a rainbow, formed a striking
and expressive symbol, which needs no explana-
tion,” &e. I will only add that this explanation
is abundantly illustrated by quotations from
Tamblicus on the ancient mysteries, and other
authorities. No doubt also many of your readers
know that the sixth book of Virgil’s Aneid con-
taing an account of the initiation into the mys-
teries.

It would require too much space to enter into
a more lengthy explanation, but I think I have
quoted sufficient to enable your readers to follow
me whilst I give a brief outline of the machinery
of the Book of Revelation. There we find the
pure church described as a woman clothed with
the sun and standing upon the crescent of the
moon: whilst a corrupted church is exhibited to
us, both under the image of a female floating upon
the smface of many waters, and under that of a
harlot using a monstrous beast as a vehicle. The
former of these, when aboul to bring forth her
firstborn, is attacked by a monstrous serpent,
which spouts out against her offspring a deluge
of water; but the eavth opens its mouth and
recelves the mighty mundation into the central
abyss. The woman standing upon the crescent
is the very figure of the Samian Juno or of the
Egyptian Isis, who were represented in a precisely
similar manner with refcrence to the lunar boab:
the attack upon the woman and her offspring by
the delnging serpent, which is frustrated by the
earth’s absorption of the waters, is perfectly ana-
lagous to the attack of the diluvian serpent Python
{or Typhon) npon Latona and Horus, which is
similarly frustrated by the destruction of that
monster, The false church, bearing the name of
Mystery, floating on the mighty waters, or riding
on a terific beast, exhibits the very same aspect
as the great mcther of Paganism sailing over the
ocean, riding ou the lion, venerated with certain
appropriate mysteries. Then again we see St
John himself personating an aspirant about to be
initiated. e first beholds a door opened in the

magnificent temple of heaven, and into this he is
invited to enter by the voice of one who acts as
heirophant. Here he witnesses the unsealing of a
sacred book; and forthwith he is appalled by a
troop of ghastly apparitions, which flit in horrid
succession before his eyes. Among these are
preeminently conspicuous a vash serpent, the well-
known symbol of the Great Father, and two por-
tentous wild beasts, which come out of the sea and
oub of the earth, which correspond with the canine
phantoms of the orgies which seemed fo rise oub
of the ground, and with the image of the principal
hero-god who was universally deemed the offspring
of the sea. Passing these in safety, St. Jobn is
conducted into the presence of a female, closely
resembling the great mother of pagan theology.
Like Isis emerging from the sea, this female divi-
nity, borne by her marine wild beast, appears to
float upon the swface of many waters. She is
said to ke an open and systematical harlot, just
as the Great Mother was the declared female
principle of fecundity ; and as she was always
propitiated by literal fornication reduced to a reli-
gious system, and as the initiated were made to
drink a prepared liquor out of a sacred goblet, so
this harlot is represented as intoxicating the kings
of the earth with the golden cup of her prostitu-
tion. On her forehead the very name Mystery is
inscribed, and the label teaches us that in point of
character, she is the great universal mother of
idolatry.. The nature of this mystery the officia-
ting heirophant undertakes to explain; and an
important prophecy is most curiously and artfully
veiled under the very language and imagery of the
orgies. To the sea-born Great Father was as-
cribed athree-fold state; he lived, he died, and he
revived, and these conditions were duly exhibited
in the mysteries. While dead, he lies floating on
the mighty ocean, just like Horus, or Osivis, Siva,
or Vishnu; when he vevives again, like these
kindred deities he emerges from the waves, and,
whether dead or alive, he Dbears seven heads and
ten horns, corresponding in mumber with the
seven ark-preserved Rishis, [Noah, &e.], and the
ten aboriginal Patriarchs. The worshippers of
the Great Father bore his special mark or stigma
and were distinguished by his name; so the wor-
shippers of the beast bear his mark, and are
designated by his mark., The first or doleful part
of the mysteries ends and the joyful part ap-
proaches. After St. John has beheld the enemies
of God plunged into o dreadfnllake of ligquid five,
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«hich corresponds with the infernal lake or deluge
of the orgies, he is introduced into a splendidly
tluminated region, expressly adorned with the
characteristics of that Paradise which was the
vltimate scope of the ancient aspirants. I am in-
debted for this in a great measure to Faber, who
in his “ Pagan Idolatory,” vol. iii., page 640, &e.,
shows at greab length that the machinery of the
Apocaiypse was “derived from that received
imagery of the Patriarchal Church, which by a
corrupted chanuel was admitted into Paganism.”

The study of that mysterious book, viewed in
this light, is extremely interesting ; bub in order
to uuderstand it thoroughly a hint is required
which Faber wanted. Taking the date assigned
by Sir Isaac Newton, which he has proved con-
clusively, we shall find that it was writben three,
if not four years before the destruction of Jeru-
salem. Like most of the prophecies it has a
double fulfilment, the first, as it were, a type of
the second and more complete fulfilment. Any
one reading it with Josephus for an expositor may
easily satisfy himself that it was fulfilled primarily
in the siege and destraction of Jerusalem. The
time corresponds to a day. The three aud a half
years, or forby-two mouths, or 1,260 days, over
which the prophecy extends, are g0 many literal
days, and not years, as modern ultra-Protestant
commentators suppose, who have most shametuily
used the bool
the Ci

Church of Rome.
lasted exactly that vime, as Josephus informs us.

n

as

Q

controversial handle against
The siege of Jerusalem

Everything canbe casily and naburally explained
on this hypethesis, without the least straining.
Two or thirce points in the prophiecey ave here re-
ferred to by way of example.
be necessary to mention thab

Bub first it may
there is a double
game  eveuts.
The first trumpet and the first vial refer to certain
calamities to come ’upon the earth; the second of
cach to plagnes in the sca; the third of each refers

[ S
to “rvers

set of symbols referring to the

and fountains of water” in general;
the fourth of each to the sun; the fifth of each to
the seat of the beast, darkness, and torments; the
sixth of cach to the greab river Huphrates; whilsh
the seventh trumpeb and the scventh vial both
have to do with “great voices in heaven, light-

nings, and voices, and thundevings, and au eavth-

‘quake, and greab hail”  They plainly reicor to the
same events, and those commentators are cleavly

wrong who separate (in their fulfilment) one scb

‘

| the

of symbols from the other by a long succession
of centuries.

Secondly, it may be necessary to show that the
Babylon of the Apocalypse is not Rome, pagan or
Christian, but Jernsalem. Babylon is described
as “that great city ”’—the holy city—the ‘ great
city where also our Lord was crucified.” The
seven mountains are undoubtedly Rome. Bub
Babylon sits upon Rome. Rome cannot be said
to sit upon Rome. Babylon, therefore, is not
Rome. Our Lord was not crucified there. Again
Babylon is described as the city wherein ““was
found the blood of prophets, and of saints,” 7.e.,
plainly Jerusalem. But it may be asked what had
Jerusalem to do with the seven-hilled city? The
womaun sitting on the seven mountains — the
woman carried by the beast, sitting on the beast,
sitting upon many waters—is Jerusalem carried
and supported by Rome—dJudea a Roman pro-
vince—her princes of Roman appointment, and
sometimes of Roman extraction; and her people
rejecting their true king with the words, “We
have no king but Ceesar.”

I have but little space left for any ““specimen ™
comuments on this new hypothesis; but I will just
contrast one or two points with the prophetic
nonsense of such men as Dr. Cumming.

1, Who were the “seven kings, five of whom
are fallen, and oue is, aud the other is not yet
come; and when he cometh, he must cortinue a
short space?”  Dr. Cumming and Co. suppose
kings to mean the different governments of Rome,
viz.,, 1, kings; 2, consuls; 8, dictators; 4, de-
cemvirs; O, military tribunes; 6, emperors; 7,
popes. Dub there is a fatal objection to this, for
the seventh © government * in the prophecy ““ con-
tinunes but a short space,” whereas the popes’ has
lasted as long as all the rest pub together. The
“seven kings” were—1, Juling Ceesar; 2, Au-
gustus ; Tiberius ; 4, Caligula; 5, Clandius—
these five had “ fallen,” 4.c., were dead when St.
John wrote—G6, Nero—“one is,” ., St. John
was writing during the lifetime of Nero—7, Galba,
who reigned only a few months. Now, which is
the simplest and most natural explanation.

What was meant by the drying up of the waters
of the Euphrates, that ““the way of the kings of
the Tast might be prepared ¥’ Dr. Cumming
will tell you that it meant the wasting away of the
powers of Turkey which was to be overrun about
the time of the Russian war! and the “kings of
East”’ “merchant princes of
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the East India Company,” whom he contrived

somehow or. other to introduce upon the scene ;
but this was before the Kast India Company itseif
came to grief! The kings of the Ilast, however,
were really, 1. Antiochus, who had his capital ab
Samosata, on the Kuphrates; 2. Agrippa, King
of Chalcis, a neighbouring place; 8. Sohemas,
King of Emesa, also on the Euphrates; and 4.
Malchug, King of Arabia, which is described in
the Epistle of Clement as one of the countries of
the East. Both Josephus and Tacitus record the
fact that these four kings each sent a large army
to aid the Romans in Judea, leaving the region
of the Euphrates in as defenceless a condition (z.e.
dried up) as it was when Cyrus marched through
the bed of the river, and took Babylon. Read
Josephus, Bell. Jud. iii. 4, and Tacitus, Hist.
v. 1.

I will only add that everything else in the Book
can be explained as simply as the above by a mere
reference to Josephus. The “two witnesses”
were not Luther and Calvin, or anything else, but
Justus and Ananus, whose “witness” may be
read in Josephus. Bnb all this has reference to
the primary fulfilment in the destruction of Jeru-
salem. It will be fulfilled again before the final
destruction of the world, of which the other was
a type. For three and a half years the devil him-
self incarnate—Antichrist— will go about de-
ceiving the whole world by his power of working
miracles. Thefalse Church in the first case was
the Jewish: in the second it will be, not the
Church of Rome, or any particular church, but
but the whole of Christendom ; for there will be a
general apostacy, or “falling away” from the
faith. The freethinkers are already introducing
the small end of the wedge, and the signs of the
times are ominous indeed. It will be rank infi-
delity, and not Romanism, that Antichrist will use
as his tool.

I have extended this much beyond the limits T
mtended to confine myself to when I began, bub
the interesting nature of the subject has led me
astray. I shall never be sufficiently thankful for
the benefit I have derived for having*become a
member of so excelient a society, and I cannot do
better than recommend the clergy in general to
study the ancient symbolism of the mysteries—if
with the aid of the full light afforded by Masonry,
50 much the better—if they would really under-
. stand that sublime Book of Symbols ““ the Reve-
~ lation of St. John the Divine.”

KIRKDALE CHURCH AND XNIGHTS
TEMPLARS. ‘

Near the road from Helmsley to Kirbymoorside,
about thirty miles to the west of Scarborough, is
the ancient church of Kirkdale, shut up in a tran-
quil valley within the bosom of lofty weods. Its
parish is extensive, comprising several villages,
but none bearing its own name. Within the
poreh of this church is a Saxon remain which has
attracted the notice of antiquaries. The subjoined
is a translation of the Saxon inscription on the
dial over the door of the church :—“ Orm Gamals’
son bought St. Gregory’s Charch ; then;ib was all
gone to ruin and fallen down, and he agreed with
Maccan to remew it from the ground to Christ
and St. Gregory in Edward’s days the King and
Tosti’s days the Earl.”

Upon the dial in the centre:—This is a
dranght exhibiting the time of day whilst the sun
is passing to and from the winter solstice. And
Hawarth me made and Brand the Priest.”

From the above record appears the antiquity of
this church for Tosti, the fourth son of Godwin,
Tarl of Kent and brother to King Harold, was
created Earl of Northumberland by King Edward
the Confessor, in the year 1056. But he (Tosti)
being of a cruel and “turbulent disposition was
expelled the kingdom anno 1065, and lost his life
the year following at Stamford Bridge, near York,
upon his returning and attempting to recover his
former power and dignity. Hence the church
must have been rebuilt and the inscription cutb
between the years 1056 and 1065.

Memorials of the erection and consecration of
our churches by inscription before the Norman
Conquest (1066) ave very rave. Mr. Pegge says
that “there are not above three or four that
actually precede the Norman era.”

Not far distant from this parish is the Manor of
Staintondale, which, about the year 1140, was
granled by King Stephen to the Knights Templars,
on condition that a chaplain should constantly be
rvetained by them to perform Divine service there
daily, and to offer up their intercessions for the
kings of lngland and their heirs. And as it was
a desert place, they were also to entertain such
poor people and travellers as passed that way,
and to provide themselves with a good bLell and
horn ; and they were bound to ring the bell and
blow the horn in the twilight of every evening to
give notice to the bewildered passenger whither
he might repair to meet with hospitable lodging



208

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR. (awen, 0,

~

and entertainment. In process of time, this order
of knights having become odious to most of the
crowned heads in Burope, was suppressed, and all
their large revenues and possessions were se-
questered, in consequence of which the Manor of
Staintondale was given Dby Richard I. to the
Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in England,
and in a succeeding reign was annexed to the
Preceptory of the Holy Trinity ot Beverley, which
belonged to the aforesaid hospital.

Tradition says that this service with bell and
horn was performed on a rising ground near the
road, which yet bears the name of Bell Hill.
Near to this are the vestiges or site of some
building supposed to have been a place of worship,
and is now called Old Chapel, were curiously
worked stones have heen found; the farmhouse
on the premises is called Old Hall

THE GIRLS SCHOOL.

On Tuesday, the 6th inst., a goodly muster of
brethren of the Yarborough Lodge (No. 554) and
several visitors met ab the Yarborongh :Lodge of
Instruction, the Green Dragon, Stepney, to hear
Bro. J. G. Stevens read the story of Little
Dombey” and “Sam Weller’s Valentine,” as
announced in the 3 asonic Mems.” in our issue
of the 3vd inst.

We are pleased to rvecord the fact thab the
exertions of Bro. Stevens were vewarded by the
attendance of so large a number of brethren who
by their subscriptions testified their appreciation
of the “rcadings,” and enabled the Lodge of
Instruction to send a Steward to the forthcoming
Festival to be held for the Girls’ School.

Bro. Stovens thanked the hrethren for their
attention, and likewise for the handsome sub-
seription he had received towards the fonds of the
Lodge of Imstruction (£7), and he assuved the
hrethren that he felb greatly indebted to them,
and it would afford him very much pleasure, and
he would willingly go to any of the Lodges of
Instruction to do the hike office, if by his humble
services he conld angment the funds, so that any
Lodge of Instinction might become subscribers to
the varions Chavities, and lic was glad that a
snggestion to that cffect appeared in the Freg-
uas0rs’ Macazimn ax» Masowic Minror,

Altogether, a very enjoyable evening was spent,
and the brethren separated much gratified.

THE PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH OUR
INSTITUTION IS BASED.

Bro. Cousins, W.M. of the Portsmouth Lodge

487, in an address delivered ab a recent meeting

of that lodge, after having referred to some points
in Masonic history, proceeded to expatiate in a
very able manner upon the principles upon which
our Institution is based ; and we cannob do better
than here reproduce the portion of Bro. Cousins’
address :—

I venture to hold the opinion that the chief reason
whv our Masonic Institution has withstood the ravages
of time, is because it is founded upon the dictates of the
volurme of the sacred law, and upou the principles of
hrotherly love, chariby, justice, and truth. Let us always
look upon the bright side of humanity. Leb us regavd
man as a reflection of his glorious Maker. As a general
rule there is morve good than evil in the human heart.
Hence 16 is that schemes and combinations founded upon
a wrong basis, and promoted for vicious or dishoncurable
purposes are of short duration; ere long they almost
unvariably meeb with failure and exposure; whilst insti-
tutions based upon sound, true, and honest principles
meeb with favour and take deep root in the human mind

As a farther illustration of the argument now sought-
to be enforeed, we may with all reverence refer to the
remarkable presevvation of the volume of the sacred law,
which is the foundation of speculative Masonry. No
other writings have been so marvvellously kept from age
to age. And to what may this be attributed? Nob to
the fact that it conbains an early history of the world,
and an accouut of those who lived in past ages; for
other books do that. Not to any supernatural interposi-
tion, for we ought to try to account for mysteries by
natural meaus, rather than attribute them to miraculous
agencies. Ve profer to assign ibs wonderful preservation
to the fack that in it are contained those doctrines and
tenets which, being founded upon truth and virtue, are
adapted to man in his search for happiness.

o & #  «TFthere's a Power above us (and that
there is, all Nature cries aloud through all her works),
he must delight in virtue.”

Bat I fecl that I have nob yeb touched upon a matter
of very great importance to all true and carnest Masons..

We are frequently asked in the outer world “what.
solid and practical advantages ave to be derived from
TFreemasonry in the present age #” Indeed, some luke-
warm and indifferent Masons have been known to urge
that Masonry is obsolete ; that although it was an useful
science when it was carried oub practically by operative:
workmen; it can he no real advantage now. Other ob-
jections have ab all periods of the history of the Craft
been urged against it ; but we believe that at the present
moment its hencfits ave as great and numerous as ab any
previous period of ibs history.

Let us consider some of them.

Theoretical, in contradistinetion to operative Masonry,
clearly teaches us the roverence we owe to the Greab
Architect of the Universe, our duties to our fellow beings



maen17,3800)  FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MABSONIC MIRROR,

209

without distinction of class or condition, and correctness
and uprightness of life and conduct. These are the
higher principles of Masonry, but many others exist.

Amongst the foremost may be mentioned that good
-and brotherly fecling existing amongst Masons, and par-
ticnlarly amongst brethren of. the same lodge. Where
true Masonry exists, ill-feeling” and jealousy must of
necessibty be espelled. Brethrven, how many instances
have we had in our midst where members of this lodge
have had temporary differences?upon; personal and pri-
vate mafters; for a time those dissensions have con-
tinued, but they have been likeJthe flesting shadow, and
when the bright rays of Masonry have broken forth they
have been dispelled never to gather again. Differences
of opinion will always exist, but I maintain thab where a
true Masonic feeling is present in a lodge, enmity can
never permanently prevail.

Again; one of the principal advantages of Masonry is
the substantial relief which brethren of affluent means
gave and always will be willing to extend to poor and
distressed Masons, Masonic Charity is a virtue which
is sometimes abused; but * Charity suffereth long and is
kind;” and there are many genuine cases where pecnniary
relief iy absolutely requived, and cheerfully rendered ;
words cannot tell how much private good Masons have
done to their poorer brethren; and I trust that no sin-
cere brother will ever forget the hour of his owh poverty
and destitution ; but when he meets with a case of real
distress, that his heart will be opened, and he will he led
to prachise o virtue which is one of the chief character-
istics of our order.

But Masonic charity is not co nfined to private assist
ance; our public Masonic charities are the pride of our
honourable society. Our Institutions for the relief of
aged and decayed Masons, and our Boys’ and Girls
Schools, are institutions of so noble a character as to cal]
forth the warm approval of the country at large; there
never was a time when these charitable establishments
were in so flourishing a condition ; and yet there never
existed a period when our individual and united exertion
was more londly called for on their behalf, I feel sure
that we as a lodge shall not be backward in promoting
by every means in our power institutions which have in
view such benificent and admirable purposes.

Such being the sentiments and intentions of every
right-thinking Mason, the man must be bold indeed who
would venture the opinion that Masonry had no practical
meaning in the present enlightened age.

Bat, brethren, we musb nob stand still or the indlina-
tion fo go back may steal upon us; let us endeavour to
become better acquainted with that Deautiful ribual
which has been handed down fo us by tradition. Tieb ns
make a daily progress in Masonic principles, but, above
all, let us by overy means in our power endeavour to
extend those practical uses and advantages to which our
Institutions ought to be zealously applied.

T fear that in the course of the few words I have
addressed to the lodge I have failed to bring forward
much that is novel, but you will agree that we, as
Masons, pride ourselves on that which is old, and if, in
speaking on a subject of which antiquity is the pride, I

have said that which is true, you will require fow
apologies, for the trath will always bear vepetition.

I cannot do better than conclude these few remarks by
a quotation from on address delivered to a wmixed
andience by that distinguished Mason,. Bro. Marweed,
D. Prov. GM,, a shovt time back, on laying the fonnda-
tion stone of the present Masonic Hall, ab Whithy. Ha
said —-“We wish it to be fally understood by all here
present that we do not, as Masons, arrogate to ourselves
the character of being better men than others. Far frem
us be any such intentions. Theve ave many thonsands
who have not joined our fraternity who are as good sud
true men as can be ; but we believe that the true pra
of Masonry has a natural tendency to refine and improve
the hearts of all those who traly follow its precepts ; thak
it awakens in our minds feelings of brotherly love and
universal benevolence, thereby enabling us to becene
better members of society than we were before. The
speculative Masonry of the present day has been jusily
denominated a peculiar morality, not the cold morality
of the schools, but the genuine morality thab springs
from religions feeling instilled into our hearbs by the
perusal of the volume of the sacred law, which Holy
Book is ever in our lodges, the unerring standerd of
truth and justice, the one great light to rule and govern
our faith and conduct.”

S

ITASONIC MOTES AND QUERILS.

EXGLISH FREEMASONS—THEIL NOTIONS OF THE
DEITY.

In my communicabion entitled *Ideology awd
Freemasonry,” and printed vol. xiii, p. 246, of
the FrEEasons’ Macazins, there is a statement
that the ideologists in France with whom I have cone
versed at sundry times in the last fifty years have
notions of the Deity very unlike those entertained by
English Freemasons. Upon this statement, a brothers
ab Lyons, describing himself ag belonging to a Pied-
montese lodge, Las sent me some desultory remarks,
which he concludes by asking numerous questions.
The remarks, as it seemns to me, do not call for
observation. The questions, it will upon reflection
be manifest, are all substantially answered by the few
lines now subjoined. English Freemasons are Chris-
tians or Theists ; almost all ave Christians, very few
are Theists. With regard to the notions of the
Deity entertained by those who are Christiang, of
course nothing need here be said. With repard o
the notions of the Deity entertained by those whe
arc Theists, they may be found in Paley’s “Nabural
Theology.” It appears from the notice of Paley,
contained in the ¢ Dictionnaire des Seiences Phile-
sophiques,” that this work has been translated info
French—*La Théologie Naturelle a (6 traduit em
Frangais, Par Pictet, de Génove. Paris: 1818.7—
Cuarrzs Purrox Coorsr.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Eke Wditor {3 not responsible for the opinions expressed by Correspondents,

AWHAT IS FTREEMASONRY?
"ES THE EDITOR OF THE FREEVASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.
Drsr Sir avp Broruer,—This question is often
asked by the uninitiated and I fear not fully understood
%y & many iniatiated into our Order. I have no desire,

if even capable, to occupy your valuable space, by .

enfering into the beautiful teaching of our Institution,
bub a circumstance which, I regret to say is be-
coming too general, occurred to me last week which
induces me to trouble you upon the present oceasion.

‘Walking with a friend in the north-western dis-
trict of our metropolis, he called my attention to a
ghop with the square and compasses and level and
plumb rule on the facia and the same on each of the
two windows. My friend remarked, “I suppose that
M. must be well up in Freemasonry to
make such a display and thereby commanding the
eustorn and frade of the fraternity.” I thiuk you and
all experienced brethren will judge my surprise when
I;tell you this brother has not yet taken his third
degree. This I have only just learnt. I think it is
& greab error in young Masons to make such a display
before they are in possession of anything like a know-
ledge of our order. Such brethren are generally con-
sidered by geod Masons as men not likely to promote
the welfare of the Craft. We are told it should be
the constant study of every Freemason to prove to
the world ab large the beaunties of our Institution that
mankind may know it is something more than a
name, but this is not to be accomplished by a display
of painted or glass emblems on our houses or shops.
I would with all brotherly feeling ask those brethren
who adopt the system referred to to visit our lodges
of instruction and “learn what Freemasonry is,” they
will then see there is something more brilliant than
the gilded letter, more valuable than £.s. d., and what
must gain the admiration of our fellow men sooner
and firmer than the display on our door post, that
Hreemasonry is not a limited liability company of five
guinea shares with calls every three months of four-
teen or fifteen shillings for banquets.

I an, dear Sir and Brother,
Yours truly and fraternally,
' I P M

Trondon, March 12th, 1866.

PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER.
0 THE BPITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' 3MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

Drar Sir axp Brormer,—In common with many

a constibutional Freemason, I have been much sur-
prised and pained on reading a letter in your Maca-
ZIXE this morning from “ P.M.” TFrom the moderate
tone and evident interest in the Craft exhibited by
* the writer, one cannot help accepting the statements
given as—if anything—even nof so “strorg” as they
might be made, Of course I can only surmise as to

the locality spoken of, and fancy almost is certainty
in this instance, as the style of the letter enables me
to recognise an old and valuable correspondent to
your columns, and one whom I feel proud in having
frequent communieation with.

Surely, sir, this matter requires looking into. As
an admirer of the constitution of the United Grand
Lodge of England, I am most unwilling o believe
that its laws are so defective in regard to Provincial
Grand Lodges as “ P.M.” would seem to represent,
and would beg to remind him, through your columns
(as the subject is before the fraternity) that the
“ Book of Constitutions,” p. 45, Art. 1. Of Provincial
Grand Master, expressly states that “the appoint-
ment of this officer is a prerogative of the Grand
Master, by whom a patent may be granted during
pleasure to any brother of eminence and ability in
the Craft who may be thought worthy of the appoint-
ment,” so that any cause for complaint should be
made in the form of a petition, asking for an inquiry,
and stating the objections made to the rule of the
Provineial Grand Master in question. However
unusual such a course would be, it should be preferred
to allowing so radical an evil as the one referred to
by “P.M.” to continue to interrupt the harmony
and impede the progress of Freemasonry in the
province. My learned friend, the “P.M.,” himself
says, “ A commission of inquiry senf from London to
the province would, perhaps, be the best course in
the special case.” Without doubt it would be so,
and as that inquiry would only, in general, be in
response to a petition from the agrieved parties, let
“P.M.,” and the large number who think with him,
tale the initiative, and thus express their earnestness,
and must probably have removed from the province
a P.G.M., whose retirement would be universally
hailed with delight. i i

Trusting the importance of the subject will be a
sullicient excuase for thus trespassing on your valuable
space.

I am, dear Sir and Brother,
Yours truly and fraternally,
W.J. Huanax, 18°,
Editor “Devon and Cornwall Masonic Calendar.”
Truro, 10th Mareh, A.L. 5366.

Magoxie SoxGs.—The true Freemason who has carvefully
perused the numerous (so called) Masonic songs, must have been
painfully strack with the low conception of the venerable Craft
which many of the rhyming members of the wide-spread
fraternity have had. I have heard of one “Reed shaken by
the wind,” who, on the initiation of a man infinitely his superior
in every way, on learning that he was a teetotaller and a vege-
tarian, remarked, “Then le’ll never make a Masop!”——hls
notion being that Freemasonry and revelry were identical; and
some of the miserable scribblers of songs, miscalled Masonie,
have evidently been no wiser. Save voor Burn’s ever-famous
“ Farewell to the Bretliren of the St. James’s quge, Tarbolbton,””
written when he contemplated becoming an exile from the land
of which he was one of the brightest ornaments it has ever
produced, and with a few other glorious exceptions, the things
miscalled Masonic songs arejmere bombast, doggerel, or dranken
staves, seribbled by men who have been totally unable o com-
prehend the beautiful system of morality, ¢ veiled in allegory
and illustrated by symbols,” which they profanely profess o
defend and illustrate.—7T%e Bards and Authors of Cleveland
and South Durhamn, by George Markamn Tweddell, T.3.A,,
Newe.
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THE MASONIC MIRROR.

#.# All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-
street, Strand, London, W.C.

MASONIC MEM.

In an article on Freemasonry in the Iiast, published by us a
few weeks ago, we reproduced an “ invitation to show cosmopoli-
tan sentiments” which we thought emanated from Bro. Treu,
the W.M. of the Germania Lodge. The Freimaurer Zeitung,
from which we had taken this appeal, declares that Bro Treu is
not the author, and as its editor claims himself the authorship,
we lasten to rectify our involuntary mistake.

Palmani qui
meruit ferat.

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR BOYS.
ANSIVERSARY FESTIVAT.

The sixty-eighth Anniversavy Festival of this most important

and useful Masonic Institution touk place on Wednesday last
ab the Freemasons’ Hall. The proceedings were marked with
unusual éelaf, and we are glad to announce that the amount
realised on the present occasion in aid of the funds of the
Charity considerably exceeds that arising from preceding
festivals,
- The chair was taken by Bro. the Right. Hon. Lord de
Tabley, R.W. Prov. G.M. Cheshire, supported by the Presidents,
Vice-Presidents, and the members of the Board of Stewards,
and a numerous attendance of friends and supporters of the
Instifution, amongst whom we were pleased to notice a con-
-siderable number of the fair sex in the Indies’ gallery.

After dinner and grace, the cloth having been drawn, the custo-
mary loyal and Masonic toasts—The Queen, Patron of the Insti-
tution ;” “¥is Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the Princess
of Wales, and the other Members of the Royal Family ;” ¢ The
Earlof Zetland, Most Worshipful Grand Master, President of the
Institubion ;» “The Earl de Grey and Ripon, the Deputy Grand
Master, Vice President;” were given by the Chairman, and
cheerfully responded to. These were followsed by the toasts of
¢ The Right Hon. Lord deTabley, Chiairman;” « The Provineial
‘Grand Masters, and the Present and Past Grand Officers;”
“The Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, and Bro. B. B: Cab-
bell, the Treasurer’;” “The Vice-Presidents, Trustees, General
Committee, House Committee, and Auditors of Accounts ;7 ““The
Freemusons’ Girls’ School,* and the Benevolent Auunity
Funds;”§ “The Ladies;” and ¢ The Board of Stewards.”

The several toasts having been given and duly honoured,

The Crrarnaax said ““ It now devolved upon him since they had
placed bim in the chair to lay before them the claims of this
Charity, whose sixty-eighth anniversary bhey were celebrating,
He felt Limself incompetent to do justice to the toast, bub he
would make a few observations on the past, present, and fabure
of the Institution. It dated as far as back as 1798, but it wag
in a different position then. The boys were edueated at their
homes, the parents receiving an allowance for that purpose. So

% The Annual Festival of the Girls’ School will be held on
the 9th of May next.

+ The Report of the last Festival (on January 31st) appeared
in our issue for February 3rd.

it went on till in 1836 a house in Lordship-lane was hired as a
school ; twenty-five boys were admitted, and others remained
on the old plan. The School progressed favorably after that,
and in July, 1865, the new School at Wood Green, was opened,
and 3t was an honor fo the Craft. It could hold 150 boys.
There were eighty in it now, but at next election ten more
would be admitted, and ten more in October. He had
been there last week, and was satisfied that though some
had said too much money had been spent on it there was
nothing superfluous, either as ornament or as acbually necessary.
Suffice it to say it was worthy of the Craft. A small
additional outlay would enable the building to throw open
its doors to 200 boys. Therefore he exhorted the brethren
to support the Charity. The ground and building cost £30,000,
and at the opening £10,000 was the sum of which they were
deficient. 1t had since been reduced Lo £6,000, and they were
asked to day to make up the amount. He felt greab confidence
that that debt would be liquidated. The tone which pervaded
that assemblage gave him confidence. He wished all the
brethren would do as be did last week, and go and see for
themselves and prove the truth of his words, Nothing could
be more pleasing than the appearance of the boys, the order and
regularity with which everything was conducted. The prizes
were given not only for general knowledge, but for what might
be considered minor matters of importance, but which were very
esseutial to be studied in this life, cleanliness and tidy habits.
e hoped the Craft in general would support this Charty, and
he called upon the provincial brethren more partienlarly to doso,
as it more concerned them, than the metropolitan brethren,
the proportion of country boys in the school to Liondon boys
being 55 to 25. e trusted that they would stir up each other
to assist in this excellent work. In his own province, to which
he had been recently appointed, there had been much sluggish-
ness in this respect; but he thought there had now gone forth
a small spark, which he hoped would soon be a flame, in the
cause of charity. IMany of his provincial brethren were doing
their utmost, and e thought, when the Steward’s lists were
announced, it would be found that East Lancashire had set a
good example. Qther provinces would no doubt emulate them,
and no Charity better deserved the support of Masons. e had
no more to say, except to praise Bro. Binckes for his exertions in
the care of the School. His was the eredit of putting the finances
on a sound footing. Before Bro. Binckes was Secretary the
average anuual collection was £1,600, now it was £4,000, With
steh an experience he felt confident that to-night’s subseription
iists wonld clear the school from debt.”—(Cheers.)

Perhaps one of the most touching features in the evening’s
proceedings—and it certainly must be especially so to those
who, unlike ourselves, have become habituated to these oft.
recurring annual festivals—is the introduction of the young
Lewises, the inmates of our noble Institution at Wood Green.
The liearts of even those who for years have frequented these
festivals is filled with emotion as, when the juvenile procession
enters, we reflect upon the greab lesson inculeated to us upon
the vicissitudes and uncerfainty of our position in this sub-
lanary sphere; we cannot, however, long indulge in such
thoughts, for we see that the faces of the juvenile band are
radiant with expectation, anticipating the several prizes which
are to be distributed amongst them,

The comfortable, well-clad, cleanly, and healthy appearance of
the boys was the subject of general remark and congratulation
amongst the brethren.

We have never seen the provinces so well represented as on
the present occasion; perhaps we may especially refer to the strong
muster from Kast Lancashite: indeed, provinces from which
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we have seldom, if ever, seen representatives, showed up on this
occasion in very respectable numbers.

The selections of music interspersed bebween the toasts were
most; admirably rendered by the talented vocalists, Miss Rose
Hersce, Miss Eyles, and Bros. Fass, Lawler, and Ciabatta, under
the direction of Bro. Wilhelm Ganz—DBro. Henscier presiding
at the pianoforte.

We are gratified to learn that the total proceeds of the
Festival amount, ab the time of our going to press, to a little
over £5,300, there being yet thirteen Stewards’® Lists to
come in.

The general arrangements for the comfort of those atbending
the Festival were excellent, and reflect great credit upon the
Board of Stewards, and the never-tiring Secretary of the
Institution, Bro. Binckes, whom we congrabulate upon the
successful result of their exertions, and which will be echoed,
we feel assured, throughout the length and breadth of the land,
and our colonies and dependencies, when our pages announce
the pleasing news of the successful result of the Boys’ School
Festival of 1866,

METROPOLITAN,

StRONGMAN LopaE (No. 45).—On the 1Ist inst., the usual
monthly meeting was held at the Falcon Tavern, Fetter-lane.
The brethren mustered in goodly numbers, The especial busi-
ness of the evening was the installation of the W. M. Elect,
Bro. Jacob. The lodge being duly opened by the W. M. Bro.
J. I'. Booser, the minutes of the last lodge were read and con-
firmed, as was also the report of the audit committee. The
lodge being in the third degree, Bro. Shepherd wasraised. Mz,
James Philip White was afferwards initiated into the mysteries
of the order. The several ceremonies being very ably performed,
the ceremony of installing Bro. Jacob as W. M. for the ensuing
year was performed by Bro. Lang, .M., in a very impressive man-
ner and which was much appreciated by all the members present.
Lodge business being concluded, the brethren adjourned to
banquet, which was well served by Bro. Ireland. The usual
loyal and Masonic toasts were given and duly honoured, and the
brethren dispersed in peace and harmony,—the evening’s enjoy-
ment having been much promoted by the excellent singing by
volunteering brethren. Bro. Jackson of the Lodge of Joppa
kindly presiding at the grand pianoforte both in and oub of the
lodge.

Movxr Lesavox Lober (No. 73).—An emergency mecting
of this old lodge was hield on the 56h inst., at the Green Man,
Tooley-street. ~ Bro. J. C. Goody, .M., opened the lodge,
assisted by his officers, a large number of visitors being present.
Bro. F. Walters, by the kind permission of the W.M., fook the
chair to initiate his friends, Mr. T\ Smith and Mr. W. Harper.
Bro. C. H. Stahr had the same privilege extended to him for
the purpose of initiating his friend, Captain Petersen, Kach
candidate was introduced separately, and the ceremony  was
most impressively performed. Bro. F. Walters again took the
chair, and closed the lodge. Bro. G. Morris, S.W., the Steward
representing this lodge at the Festival which took place lasé
Wednesday, an account of which will be found in another
portion of our present issuc, made an eloquent appeal on behalf
of the Boys’ School, which was well responded to. The pre-
siding W.AL added his eloquence to the appeal of the S.1V.
The lodge subscribed £10 for a life subscribership of the Female
Annuitants’ Fund.

Lonar or Jores (No. 188).—A meeting of this lodge was
held on the 5th inst., at the Albion Tavern, Aldersgate-street,
The W.M. initinted Messrs, Sergel, Green, and Platts; passed
Bros. Elkan, Sydney, and Benjamin, and raised. Bros. Gorer,
Huat, and Alliston.  The brethren then adjourned to a sump-
tuous banquet provided by Messrs, Staples. The W.AL proposed
the usual loyal and Masonic toasts; also the health of the
visitors, viz., Bro. Engel, P.M, Lodge of Tranquility, Bro, 8.
Moss, P.AL 283, Bro. Cohen, Bro. Rhodes, and Bro. Loree.
Bro. . M. Levy, P.BL, in a powerfual address to the brethren,
adverted to the services rendered to the lodge by Bro. E. P.

Albert, P.M. and Hon. Sec. for three years, and proposed that

a sum of ten guineas be given from the funds of the lodge, and
a subscription be entered into by the brgthreu towards pree
senting him with 2 testimonial worthy of his talents, and show«
ing the esteem and regard e is held in by every brother in the
lodge. After some very excellent singing by Miss Benson, Mr.
and Master Saunders, accompanied by Bros. Van Noorden and
De Solla, the lodge was closed in peace and harmony. .

Lopgr oF Sw Jaues (No. 765).—The regular meeting of
this lodge was held on the 6th inst, at the Leather Markgt
Tavern, Bermondsey. Bro. Blakeley, W.M., supported by bis
officers, presided, but there was no work to be done beyond the
election of officers for the ensuing year.. Bro. Scott, 8,W., was
appointed W.M., for the ensuing year. A treasurer was also
elected, and the audit weeting appointed, after whick the lodge
was closed. Amongst the visitors who honoured the lodge with
their presence were Bros. J. Donkin (P.M. and Secretary, 78), I'.
Walters, (P.M. 78), W. Harper (P.M, 78) and others.

Rovat Oax Lopes (No. 871.)—Thejinstallation meeting of the
lodge was held on 28th ult., at the Royal Oak, Deptford, Bro.
H. A. Collington, W.M., opened the lodge, assisted by Bros, C-
G. C. Stahr, LP.M,, as 8.W., R. Mills, J.\WV., F. Walters, P.3M.,
Secretary, W. Andrews, S.D., J. Hawker, J.D., W. Jeffrey, LGt
G. Holman, W.S,, G. Wilton, P.M., J. Stevens, P.M., J. ’l"rue-
love, J. W. Sampson, M. Boneanen, J. C. Craddock, H. Whittle,
Several visitors were present and amongst whom were Bros.
F. H. Ibsworth, S.D. 73, G. J. Grace, 73, W. R. Orchard,
P.M. 79, F. W, Ward, W.A, 79, S. Vinten, S.W. 79, R. Boncey,
J.D., 79, J. W. Halsey, P.M. 134, G. Bolton, P..'M. Treasurer,
147, P. M. 169, P. %, and Z. 169 and 742, J. Bavin, LP.M. 147,
J. Lightfoot W.DM. 147, J. Carver, 147, A. Burch, 180, E. Jelli-
fant, P.M. 264, E. J. B. Bumstead, W. )M, 548, Comb, 548, J. W.
Avery, LP.M. 619, J, West, S.D. 548, and many others. B_ro.
8. G. Cook was then passed. Bro. F. Walters afterwards in-
stalled Bro. H. A. Collington, as W.M. for the ensuing year,
who was proclaimed and saluted in the three degrees. The W.M.
appointed Bro. Stahr, 1P, M., W. Andrews; S.W., R. Mills,J.W,,
J. Stevens, senr., Treasurer, F. Walters, Secretary, J. Hawker,
S.D., W. Jeflrey, J.D., G. Holman, LG, S. Garret, P.M. Tyler.
After the usual addresses two gentlemen were proposed for
initiation, The lodge was then closed, and the bre_thren par-
took of a banquet, which reflected the greatest credit on Bro.
Stevens. The wines were of first-rate qualiby, and were sups
plied in abundance. The usual toasts were duly llol‘lom‘edJ and
the brethren separated at a timely hour after having spent a
delightful evening. . .

Dorze Lovar (No. 933).—A goodly meeting of this young
and prosperous lodge was held on the 1dth inst., ab Bro. Pugh’s,
the Liglinton Arms, Coborn-road, Bow. As $his was the even=
ing of the anniversary festival of the Boy’s School, some of the
members and officers of the lodge being present at the festival
were unaveidably prevented attending the lodge duties,
amongst whom were Bros, Robottom, S.\V.,, and Barnes, jun.,
LG.; the former representing the lodge as Steward, and taking
with him in that capacity the sum of forly guiueas towards the
fands of the institution.  The chair of .S, was taken by the
newly appointed W.M., Bro. Gilchrist, supported by DBros.
Scurr, LL.AL, T. Lee, of the Dalhousie Lodge, who kindly per-
formed in the absence of Bro. Robottom the duties of S.1V. in a
very efficient manner ; Dros. Barner, sen., J.W. ; Bowron, S.D.;
Taylor, J.D. and Sec.; Stokes, W.S.; Gr;mt,‘ T, 'ler'. Several
visiting brethren also honoured the lodge with their presence.
The business for the evening was unusually heavy, there being
two raisings and passings, and four initiations, The several
ceremonics were performed by the 'W.AL Dro. Gilchrist, in the
most impressive and efficient manner.  Bros. Stevens of the
Yarborongh Lodge, and Alston of {he Confidence Lodge
were clected joining members of the Doric Lodge.
Some propositions for candidates for iuitintion and joining
members having been received and seconded, and all lodge
business being concluded, the brethren adjourned to refresh-
ment, Bro. Pugh having provided an excellent colq co]lat,mn,
the viands and wines Deing all that could be desired. The
clogh having been drawn, the usual loyal and E\“[asomc toasts
were given, and duly honoured, In proposing The Health of
the Four Initiates of the evening,” Bro. Gilehrist, the W.,, .s:ud
that it had afferded him much pleasuve on this, the second night
of his office as W.1I, to have found so much work to do, ashe was.
desivous of showing to the brethren that in clecting him as their
W.M. they had done so having full faith in his abilities as
a working Bason, and it would e his zealous endeavours to
prove that he was worthy of their choice in this respect, He
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was delighted that the four gentlemen just initiated should
have selected the Doric Lodge for their initiation inbo the
mysteries and privileges of our ancient and honourable Order,
He felt assured that the more they saw of Freemasonry the more
they would appreciate it. Of this he was certain—that Free-
masonry would never make them worse men, though it might
make them better, The initiates cordially returned thanks—
Bro. Prime, Quartermuster-Sergeant 1st Tower Hamlets En-
gineers, adding that whilst he and his brother initiates had to
thank the brethren for the kind manner in which their healths
had been drunk, he regretted that he should be such a shové
time with them, as he had received a Government appoifitment
in Ceylon for which he would De leaving this country in a few
days. He assured the brethren, however, that though he would
shortly be far removed from his mother lodge, he should ever
fondly remember-it, and it would be his constant aim to act up
to the letber of the obligations he had taken, and prove himself
worthy of the honour done him in having been received into our
ancient and honourable honour through the Doric Lodge. The
LP. Master, Bro. Scurr, in proposing the  Health of the
‘Worshipful Master,” said the brethren had this evening, from
the heavy work done, seen ample proof of what Bro. Gilchrist
really could do. He (Bro. Scurr) had alluded at the last meeting
to Bro. Gilehrist’s experience as a hard-working Mason ; it mush
therefore be very gratifying to the brethren fto see the very
able manner in which Bro. Gilchrist performed the duties of his
offiee, proving tliat he had thorouglhly qualified himself before
taking office. The W.M. Bro. Gilehrist in retwrning thanks for
the kihd manner in which his health had Dbeen drunk, said he
did so with greater pleasure as his hiealth had been proposed by
one who was so highly and dearly vespected as their LP.AI,
Bro. Scurr. He (Bro. Gilchrist) could assure the brethren that
he felt he was but discharging o duty which he owed to those
from whom he had received his instruction; in now fiulfilling
to the best of his abilities those duties whick he had, through
the kindness and attention of Lis preceptors become com-
petent to perform; he was especially indebted to Bro, Scurr
for tl.le many kindnesses aud instrucbion received at his hands,
and it would be his endeavour to leave the chair with the
same respect as tha paid to his predecessor, whose example
he was following, He felb it a great honour as W.M, to
preside over the Doric Lodge, as he had seldom seen a lodge
In which the workmg was so efficiently conducted. 'The
toast of “The health of the Brethren.” Bros. Austin, Lee,
and Stevenson wasresponded to on theiy behalf by Bro. Steven-
son, of the FRERMaSoNs® MagaziNn. The W. DMaster, i
proposing “The Health of the Past Masters of the Dorie
Lodge,” paid a very graceful and well-earned tribute of re-
spect to Bros. Hawkins and Seurr, alluding move especially to
the services rendered to the lodge by the Iabter brother.
Z_Brc. S_em-r, in retmning thanks for ghe bonour they had
just paid him, said he was satisfied, inasmuch as he felt

assured that, having striven to do his duty the brethren were |

satisﬁeq he had donc so; and though he had now quitted
the chair it would be lis constant aim as during bis term of
office, of YW.B. to atteud regularly every lodge meeting, e
hoped the Doric Lodge would long continue to flourish and 0
on inereasing in prosperity and-efficiency, The toast of * The
Ofiicers of the Doric Lodge ” having been given and responded
to by Bro. Barnes, senr,, J.W., was followed by ¢« The Tyler's
Toast,” which brought the proceedings of o very delightful
evening to a timely close. The happiness of thie brethren

was considerably enhanced by the excellent singing of Bros. |

Scurr, Rean, Lee, ~and other volunteering brethren, assisted by
the veteran Bro. Saqui, P, presiding at the ptanoforte.

FPROVINCIAL,

CHESIIRE.

ALTRINGIIAM.—Stamford Lodge (No. 1045),—The first anni-
versary meeting was held on Monday, the 5th inst., when the
ab_ove lodge installed their second Master, Bro. W. Birch, at the
drill room, when about thirty visitors were present, amongst
whom. was Bros, Captain Cope, (.8.3.; Terry, Prov. G. Chap.,
J. Twiss, Prov. G.0.; J. 1. Hine, Prov. G.T, Tast Lancashire ;
and Capt. Mott, Prov. G.S. West Lancashire. The lodge opened
Elt three o’clock; the minutes were read and found correch
The W.L Elect was duly presented to Bro. II, T. Baldwin

the retiving W.M. installed in ancient form and placed in the
chair of X.S. Having been saluted according to ancient usage,
the newly-installed WML invested the following brethren officers
for the ensuing year, viz.: Bros. R, Wesbon, S.W.; W. T.
Rhoades, J.W.; R. Heatheott, Treas.; R. Newhouse, Sec.; J.
A. Bireh, 8.D.; J. Sudren, J.D.; and H. Balshaw, L.G. The
ballobt was taken for fwo joining brethren and one candidate,
anf was in their favour.—Mr. Robert Pixton was then admitted,
and received the benefit of initiation from the newly-installed
WAL, who performed the cevemony in a very able and efficient
manner. The balance sheeb was vead. The Immediate P.M.
called atbention to the fact that during the past year (the first
of the lodge), twenty-four brethren had joined, twenby-two had
been initiated, twenty had passed, and twenty raised. He
further said that during the year three lectures had been given
for the instruction of the brethren, and several soirees for the
amusement of the ladles. He also thanked his late officers for
their regular abtendance and able assistance, and expressed his-
conviction that under the government of Bro. Birch, the
newly-installed Master, the lodge would still futher prosper.
The lodge closed about half-past five o’clock, when about forty-
five brethren sat down %o a splendid banguet prepared by Bro.
Dreton. The healths of the Queen, the Prince and Princess of

. Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family ; also, the Right Hon.

the Earl of Zetland, the M.W.Q.3I., were given by Bro. W.
Birch, W.M. Bro. Ralph Weston, S.W., proposed the health
of the R.W.D.G+M., the Earl de Grey and Ripon, and the rest
of the grand officers. Bro. Captain Cope, G.S.B., ably responded.
The W.M. proposed the hLealth of Lord de Tabley, the Prov.
G.M. of Cheshire, and read a letter from him, expressing greab
regret that nnavoidable business in London would prevent hig
being present; at the same time expressing his best wishes fi
the prosperty ot the Stamford Lodge. Bro, W.T. Rhoades,
J.W., proposed the healths of the D. Prov. G. Master, Viscount
Combermere, and the rest of the Provincial Grand Officers.
Bro. Terry, Prov. G. Chap., and Bro. John Twiss, Prov, G. Org.
responded. Dro.-John Hart, P.M., proposed the health of the
newly installed V.31, cougratulating the members of the lodge
upon the able and cowrteous brother they bhad selected fo
preside over them. DBro. W, Birch, the W.M,, in replying,
thanked Bro. Harb for proposing, and the members of the lodge
for the hearty manner in which they had responded to the
toast, and promised that he wonld always be in his place in the
lodge, and with their assistance would keep up the high
character of working that their late Master had given them as
a standard. The health of the Tmmediate P.3I. (Bro. Baldwin),
was proposed by Bro. Captain Cope, G.8.B.,, in a warm and
hearty manner, and drunk by both members and visitors in &
most enthusiastic and complimentary way. Bro. Baldwin
replied, and promised to support the lodge and its officers on all
convenient ogcasions. Bro. J. L. Iline and Captain Cope spoke
on behalf of the Masonic charities, specially calling attention
to the fortheoming festival of the Boys’ School. Several other
toasts were given, the last being to “All poor and distressed
Masons.” The bretbren separated at ten o’clock, after having
spent a very pleasanb evening. During the course of the evens
ing Bros. Kirk, Dumville, Captain Lathbury, J. A. Birch,
Warlurst, and R. Pixton contributed several beautiful songs.
and glees. 7The musieal arrangements were under the direction
of Bro, Kirk, organist of the Stamford Lodge.

CUMBERLAND.
CARLISLE~ Union Lodge (No. 810.)—This flourishing lodge

! held an emergency meeting on Tuesday, the 6th inst,, when the

chair of I8, Was occupied by Bro. William Marray, LP.AM. (in
the absence of Bro. William Cocket, W.3., and Chaplain), and
opened thelodge with prayer, after which the ballot was taken
for Mr., Calvert Marnier, and was ably initiated by Bro. John
Slack, J.W,, in a traly Masonic and impressive manner, sup=
ported by Bros. George G. Hayward, S.W.; F. W. Hayward,
P2, as 8.D,; ilatthew Fisher, as J.D.; Thomas Dean, Sec.;
Arthur Woodhouse, LG.; Thomas Stony, Tyler.; and Bros. J.
A. Wheatly, George Somerville, George Armstrong, Thomas
Gibson, Willilam James 129, and othiers, The lodge was then
duly closed by Bro. William Murray, I.P.3., and the brethren
retived to the vefreshment room to spend an hour with song,
toast, and speechies, and parted at o convenient hour,

LEICESTERSHIRE.
LrI1cESTER.—SE. John's Lodge (No. 279.)—The usual monthly
meetfng of thislodge took place on Wednesday, the 7th inst.,
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when in theabsence of the W.3L, the Rev. I8 W. Woodcock, the
ciair was taken by the D. Prov. G.3.; there were also present
l}fos. Weare, P.M.; Q!;lx'ke, S.W.; Adlard, JAV.; Ride, 8.D.;
Stretton, J.D*; and others. The lodge liaving Leeu opaned in
the first degree the minutes were read and confirmed. A ¥.C.s
lodge was then opened, and Bro. Thos. Blant was called to the
pedestal and passed a satisfactory examination, after which the
-l?dge was opened in the third degree, and he was daly raised
thereto.' yThe lodge wasaiterwards closed in the several degrees,
after which the brethren adjourned torefreshment.

MONAMOUTHSHIRE.

MoNMOUTI.—Loyal Monouth Lodge (3o, 457).—Ab a meeb-
ing of this lodge, held at the HMasonic Hall, on  the 6th inst.,
Bro. Davis, P.M., was presented with a testimonial, consisting
of a valuable set of studs, and diamond searf-pin in the form of
2 Masonic emblem, for his untiring exertions for the promotion
" of the welfare of the Order, and his willingness at all times to
assist in the administration of his lodge. Bro. King, P.M.,
Mayor of Monmouth, in presenting ihe testimonial, expressed
the obligations of both the past and the present Masters, as weil
s of the members of the lodge generally, to Bro. Davis for his
‘services. The members afterwards adjoarned to Bro. Mills’s,
Angel Hotel, where a capital spread was laid before them, and’
‘a pleasant evening was spent, the brethren separating at an
-early hour.

TrEDE@AR.—The prayer of the petition for the St. George’s
Lodge has been granted by Lord Zetland, M.W.G.M. of Eag-
land, and the firsb meeting will now, we hear, be held on the
‘second Thursday in April next.

OXFORDSHIRE.

" OXFORD.—Clurchill Lodge (Ne. 478,)—On March the 3rd,
-the regular meeting of the lodge was held at the Masonic Hall
Alfred-street. Inthe absence of the W.Al., thie Hon. W. U. 1.
North, who being engaged in his duties of Master of tha South
Warrickshire hounds, would nct arrive until late, the chair was
taken by the D. Prov. G.M. Bro. Alderman Spiers, who in his
usual able manner, raised Bro. the Rev. C. L. Acland, follow of

Radley College, to the third degree; passed Bro. S. Pepys
Cockerill, and Avthur Wilson, both of Chriss Chureh, to the
second degree, and initinted the Rev. George W, Hinxton in the
first degree. The W.BL had by this time arrived, when Bro. C.
W. Spencer Stanhope, of Merton College was elected W.AL for
the ensning year, and Bro. Alderman Spiers, Treas. Awmong the
guests aud members preseat; were Bro. the Rev. W. F. 8hort,
‘W.AL of the Apollo Lodge; Bros. Moughton, P.M.; Martin,
P.)., the Barl of Jersey ; Lord Warkworth, . R, ; Dowdeswill,
Christ Churceh, and many others. About forty sat down to an
excellent Dbanquet, and toast and song passed merrily round till
the brethren broke up.

BaxsuRY.—Cherwell Lodge (Wo. 599).—On the 26th ult, the
W.M,, officers, and brethiren of this lodge assembled in their
Iodge room for the purp of installing the W.M. elect, Bro.
Alban Samman, P. Prov. G.8.3, of Doliington. The cere-
mony of installation was mist ably and tnpressively pervformed
by Bro. Havers, P.M. The following brethren were present and
assisted in the installation. Bros. Colonel Bowyer, Prov. G.M.
Oxfordshire ; Alderman Spiers, Prov. G.3L.; Rev. V. Blake,
Alderman Thompson, Dr. Ray, Havers, Martin, Harrison,
Seroggs, Reavers, P.M.; Bros. J. Smish, W.M. Bowyer Lodge ;
Galland, S.W., Ap>llo University Lindge, Bradford, J.5V. ; Rev.
T\ Russell, Bower, Parsons, Chamberlin, J. Hartley, T. Fowler,
1. J. Havtley, I Margests, Pettif, Bishop, Wells, Pemberton,
Huarford, Plowman, &e. O the conclusion of the ceremony the
WAL appointed his offizers for the year, and invested them
with their insignia of ofitze.  Avrthue 1. Rye, P.M. ; Hemvy
Churchill, .3 K. J. Hartley, J.W.; Rev. T, Russell, Clap.; R.
Havers, Treasuver ; J. 13 Lioker, Sserebary 3 Henry Margetts,
5.D.; Charles Pettit, J.D.; C.T. Pemberton, Organisi; John
Grifiin, P.M., Master of the Ceramonies; T. 8. Wells, LG, ;
W. Chamberlain and T. Fosler, Stewards ; T Moss, Tyler. The
baziness of the lodge baing brought to a termination, the
brethren praceedad to the assembly room, where a sumpbuous
banguet, provided by the hoss, Bro. Bishop, in his acenstomed
liberal an'l excellent style awaisad them. The bangquet, to which
abounb thirty-five sat down, could nob well be surpassed for the
abandance, excellenze, as well a3 tasbe and sbyle, which charae-
terised ik, The Prov. G.M., with his wouted generosity, con-
tributed a case of champague of the firsé quality, and the dessert
and wines were of the choicest character, and elicited the highest

commpndations. The W.AL presided, and during the evening
some interesting speeches were made, and the proceedings were
diversified by the singing of several brethren and by the per-
formances of an excellent quadrille band, stationed outside the
banquet room. About ten o’clock tea and colfee was served,
and ab half-past ten the brethren from Oxford took their leave
in order o return by a' special train which the Cherwell had
very liberally provided for them, so that they were enabled to
reach Oxford a little after eleven o’clock. The eatire arrange-
ments were most completely and admirably carrvied ount.

MARK MASONRY.
PROVINCIAL,

CARLISLE.— Cumberland Lodge (No. 60),—This highly es-
teemed lodge held a meeting on Tuesday, the 6th inst. The
chair was occupied by Bro. . Murray, W.AL, and the lodge
was opened in dee form, and after the minutes of a former
meeting were read and confirmed in the usual manner among
Mark Masters, the ballot was taken for Bro. Wiliam James, of
129, which proved unanimous in his favour, and being in attend-
ance, was duly prepared and advanced to the degree of a Mark
Master by Bro. G. G. Hayward, J.\V., at the rcquest of the
WAL, and supported by Bro. F. W, Hayward, P.M, J.G.D,
as S.W., ably seconded by Bros. Thomas Dean, S.D., and J. A.
Wheatley, J.DD., and officers present, except J.G., Bro. Wood-
house, Sec., acting in his place, after which ceremony five
brethren were proposed to become members of this lodge, and, if
all be well, will be advanced next May meeting. This being the
night for election of W.M. for the ensuing year, votes were
taken, which proved in favour of Bro. J. Howe, S.W. No other
business being on hand the lodge was closed by Bro, William
Murray, W.M., with solemn prayer, and retired to refreshment
room, and parted in harmony.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

NORTHUMBERLAND.

NewoASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Royal Kent Encampment.—A regular
encampment was opened on March 9th, by the E.C. Sir Knt.
Hotham, and on the muster roll being called the following
answered to their names, Sir Knt, Henry Hotham, B.C.; Sir
Knt. W.-Panshon, P.E.C., Grand Master Grand Cross of the
Order; Siv Kut. C. J. Bainster, P.E.C., G.C.X.L., 1st Grand
Captain of Bngland, G.L.L. 81°; Sir Xnt. G. Ludwig, Sir Knt.
R. J. Banning, M.D.; Sir Knb Jens Jensen, Sir Kuat. C.
Clapham, Sir Knt I\ P. Jonn, Siv Xat. J. H. Thompson, Sir
Knt. Binra Holmes. The ballot was then taken for the follow-
ing Companions proposed by Siv Knt. ¥mra Holmes, seconded
by Sir Kat. H. Hotham, who were all unanimously elected,
Comps. W. C. Ward-Jackson, J.P., of Greatham IHall, Stockton-
on-Tees, Chapter Sirict Benevolence, Suunderland; W. H.
Marwood and G. Buchanan, Britannia Chapter, Whitby; and
W. R. Fitzgerald, Chapter of Concord, Durham. Sir Knt.
Edward Shotton was unanimoeusly elected 1.C. for the ensuing
year; Sir Knb. J. 8. Trobter was clectel Equorry. The Com-
panions being all in attendance, they were duly admitted and
regulurly installed Masonic Inights Templar, the beautiful
ceremony being conducted by Sir Xant. C. J. Banister. At the
conclusion the Sir Knts. attended a banquet, when the nsual
loyal and Masonic toasts were given, including *“The Mosb
Kminent and Supreme Grand Master, Sir Knt. W. Staart,”
and “The Grand Officers of Grand Conclave,” responded to by
sir Knbd. C. J. Banister; and “Our newly-installed Knight
Companions,” to which Sir Knt. W. J. Ward-Jackson responded.

Rosr Crorx.—The couvoeation of the Royal Kent Chapter
of Soversign Princes Hose Croix H.R D.3L., K.D.S.H., met at
Neweastle-on-Tyue on the Oth inst, when the chapter was
opened by PALAV.S, C. J. Danister, 31°% 8.P. R. J. Banning,
3LD., was then regularly presented, aund installed into the
chair of M.W.S. of this chapter. He then proceeded to
appoint the following officers:—S.P. Wm. Punshon, Prelate;
§.1. J. Jensen, 1st Gen.; S.P. J. Story, 2ud Gen.; M.W.S.P. H.
Hotham, Recorder; S.P. H. G. Ludwig, Treas.; S.P. Wm,
Foulsham, G. Marshal; S.P. J. Thompson, R.; S.P. Emra
Holmes, Capt. of Guard. S.P. Emra Holmes proposed, and
M.W.S.P. H. Hotbam seconded, Sir Knts. W. C. Ward,
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Jackson, W. H. Marwood, G. Buchanan, and W. R. Fitzgerald
to be constituted members of this august fraternity. Sir Knt.
A. Clapham was also proposed. The whole of the Sir Knts.
being accepted, they were severally admitted Sovereign Princes
of this illustiious degree. The beautiful ceremony was per.
formed by Sir Kat. C. J, Banister with the solemnity befitting
the occasion, and the proceedings were brought to a close at a
late hour,

SCOTLAND.

EDINBURGH.
Tae CoxsisTorY OF K.. H.. or 80° OF THE ANCIENT
AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISE RITE.

Until the beginhing of the present year, the 18th or Prince
Rose Croix Degree, and 30th or Degree of X.. H.:. in Scotland,
were conferred only by the Supreme Council for Scotland, of the
33rd and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottisl Rite.
This was found te be so inconvenient, that it was sometime
since resolved by that supreme body to issue a charber in favour
of cerfain members of the 30° forming them into a cousistory,
and empowering them to confer the degrees from the 17th to
the 30th inclusive.

Matters had so far advanced, that last month the following
companions of the Order were duly elected office-bearers until
the day of next annual election (Shrove Tuesday, 1867), viz.,
in the Chapter of Prince Rose Croix—Sir Alexander Penrose
Gordon Cumming, Bart., M.W.S,; Alexander Hay, D.M.W.S,;
Rev. Valentine Grantham Faithfell, High Prelate; William
Mann, S.W.; Alexander Mitchell, J.W.; George Murray, D.A.
Treas.; L. Mackersy, W.S., Sec.; William Hay, Dir. of Cers.;
J. Johnstone Cotton, Chancellor; Sortires Georgiades, I.G.; and
W. M. Bryce, Equerry. In the Consistory of X.. H... or 30°—
Samuel Somerville, of Ampherlaw, 33°, G. Commander; Alex.
Hay, D.G. Commander; Rev. Valentine Grantham Faithfull,
G. Orator; William Maun, S.G.W.; Alexander Mitchell, J.G.W.;
George Murray, D.A.G. Treas.; L. Mackersy, W.S,, G. Sce.;
J. Johnstoné Cotton, G. Chancellor; Owen Gough, G. Master of
Works; William Hay, G. Dir. of Cers.; David Henderson, 1st
G. Std. Bearer; H. Kauffman, 2nd G. Std. Beaver; Sortires
Georgiades, G.I.G.; W. M. Bryce, G.0.G.

Thereafter these brethren were duly installed by Bro. Lord
James Murray, 83°

After the ceremonial the companions adjourned to Dejay’s
Hotel, Princes-street, where they dined together. The chair
was occupied by 1il. Comp. Samuel Somerville, of Ampherlaw,
(. Commander, and the duties of the office of Croupier were
discharged by Ill. Cowmp. William Mann, 8.G.W.  After spend-
ing a very pleasant evening, tlie companions separated at an
early hour, alter a hearty expression of sabisfaction at the
admirable manner in which Bro. Dejay had provided for them.

Since the granting of the charter, several working meetings
have been held for the purpose of conferring upon candidates
the 18th and 30th degrees, and the ceremonies in hoth degrees,
which are similar to those adopted in France, are very imposing.
There can be no doubb now that these degrees have been pub
upon a proper footing in Scotland as regards their working,
that the new Consistory will have a prosperous career.

CHANNEL ISLANDS,

. ROYAL ARCH.

JERSEY.— Césarée Chapter (No. 590).—The fourth quarterly
meeting of this new chapter was held at the FMasonic Temple on
Thursday, 3arch Sth.  The chairs of the principals were oceu-
pied by the proper officers.  Comps. Schinitt, MLE.Z.; J. Darell,
I1.; C.Le Sueur, J. ‘The minuntes of the last convocation were
read and and cenfirmed, A ballob was taken for Rros De La
Taste, Brookes, and Canning as candidates for exaltation, which
in each case wasunaunimously in favour. Two other candidates
previously balloted for were also expected, but of the five Bro.
Canning only presented himself; an apology for absence was
received from Bro. De La Taste, on account of illness in his
family. Several accounts were ordered to be paid, and it was
determined to take two of the still unappropriated shares in the
Masonic Temple Company, DBro. Canning was admitted, properly
prepared, and duly exalted to the supreme degree.  In the ub-
sence of the Prineipal Soj., Comp. Rogers kindly teok the duty,
and Cemp. Dr, Hoplkins, P.Z., gave the 'sywbolical leeture, This

being the day for the election of officers for next year, the
following appointments were made :—Comps. Durrell, Z.; C.
Le Sueur, H.; Dr. Small, J.; E.D. Le Couteur, Seribe E.; J.
Oatley, Scribe N.; P. W. Le Quesne, Prin, Soj.; H.L. Manuel,
Treas.; H.Du Jurdin, Janitor. The chapter was closed at kalf-
past nine, and the companions adjourned to the banqueting room.
for refreshment.

Ghituary,

‘We have to vecord the death, at the advanced age of
84, of a very active and zealous brother, John Sydenham,
of Poole, Dorsct. He was born at Honiton, Devon, in
February, 1782, and was initiated into Masonry at the
Lodge of Amity 137 (then 160) on the 7th March, 1810,
from which period until the time of his death he con-
tinued a very energetic and subscribing member of the
lodge, having repeatedly served the office of W.M. He
had served all the offices in this provincial lodge up to
P.G.S.W.,, to which he was in September last appointed
for the second time by the R.W.P.G.M., “in recognition
of his long and devoted services to the Craft.” He was
exalted to the Chapter in 1824, and repeatedly served
the various offices, having been M.E.Z. on several
occasions. In 1848 he was presented by his lodge with
a handsome P.M. jewel, “as an acknowledgement of his
zealous services,” and in 1860 the brethren presented
him with his portrait, “in grateful recognition of his
fifty years’ service to the Craft.” He always made a.
point of attending every provincial meeting within his.
reach, in his own province, and also in the adjoining
ones of Hants and Somerset, where he was well known
and as much respected. It was mainly through his.
cxertions some years since that the Lodge of Amity was
kept together, and thereby enabled in April last to:
cclebrate the centenary of its continunous existence, and
in commemoration of which the R.W.G.M. granted a-
centenary jewel. We may remark that all his sons have
become Masons, and his youngest son is now W.AL for
the second time of the Lodge of Amity. Notwithstanding:-
his advanced age, Bro. Sydenham enjoyed the full pos-
session of his faculties and tolerable health until a few
days before his death. The funeral took place on
Friday, the 9th inst, and was attended by a goodly
number of brethren of his own and neighbouring lodges..

REVIEWS.

Time, Space, and Iternity. An essay by JoIIANNES vox

Guaraca. London, Murray & Co., 1866,

Mr. Gumpach’s pamphlet is an attempt to define the
terms “ time, space, and eternity,” but we can hardly see
that the ideas connected with those expressions are
rendered more clear by the efforbs of the author. Quota-
tions, commonly known, are frequent, bat Mr. Gumpach-
seems to be out of his element in attempting to deal with
metaphysics; probably the last few words of the work
are the best, they are, “ None, as Boston so truly says,
‘ None can comprehend eternity bub the efernal God’ ™

We will observe one remark of our aunthor in order
to illustrate his mede of argument; he says, speaking
of the definition of space, “ It leads to the principle first
cnounced by me of the agglomerated portion of the
cosmos, considercd as an unit, being in perfect equilibrium
with ibs unagglomerated or unitary portion, Space” It
appears to us that space being all pervading and accord-
ing to human reason illimitable, is incorrectly defined
as « wilary poriion.”

Our Weelly Guossip. By Jonaxxes vox Guapscr. Lon-
don, Muarray, and Co., 1888,
This work is a collection of various essays and letters
written at different times by Ay, Gumpach. It may
aflurd amusement to those who arve pleased with what
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we can call little else than mere personal abuse of some
of our most eminent scholars and most sound philoso-
phers. The late Dr. Whewell is spoken of in terms
that we can hardly imagine would be used by any man
of education if he were not Dblinded by the most
nfinite egotism. As a greab portion of this work has
already appeared criticism is unnecessary.

The RBallwey, Danking, Mintng, Insurance, and Com-
mercial Alinanack for 1866. Edited by Wirniaym Pacs
Sarra, London: Siwmpkin, Marshall & Co., 1866.

‘We can confidently recommend this almanack to all
connected with commerce or any description of finan-
cial transactions. In it in addition to the usual alma-
nack matters accounts are given of the principal
investments which have attracted public abtention.
Agricultural machinery, the gas confroversy, tea culti-
vation in India, and Petroleum ave dealt with in articles
well worth the attention of those interested in those
subjects.

c\}\
Aoetry.
CASTLES IN THE AIR.
I sat upon the sandy beach
One sunny summer day,

A-listening to the mystic speech
Of a million waves at play.

And *twixt me and the flowing flood
I saw a little child,

Who ne’er a mimie fabrie stood
Of shells his hands had piled.

The tiny tower was all complete,
The child, in proud delight,

Danced round, with smiles and tripping feet,
The fane so fair and white.

But as the tide came flowing past,
He, with a look of sorrow,

Went homeward, murmuring as he passed,
“ T’Il come again to-morrow !

The morrow came : he backward hied,
TLooked for his castle gay ;

Rut while he’d slept the cruel tide
Had washed it all away.

The prattler look’d, and wept, and look’d,
Bub looked and wept in vain:

The laughing waves his tears rebulk’d,
“Dwill never come again !”’

And thus each day we gaily build
Shell-castles in the air;

Our hopes the mimic fabries build,
With colours rainbow rare.

Each night the ruthlees tide of life
Rolls onward as we sleep,

And er the wreeks where waves run rife
We waken but to weep.

Endefatigable Lodge (287),

Bro. J. C. MANNING,
Swansea.

OX FTREEMASONRY.
When « Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty” raised
A temple to cur Lord,
Wherein his holy name was praised,
And piously adored ;
Our ancient brethren closer drew
Those cords of love divine,
Which bound the hearts of Mason true,
Since ““ light” began to shine,

Ireemasonry hath since that time
Her virtues widely spread—
Through every lard, through every clime,
A moral light bath shed.
To us in all their purity
Ier principles deseend,
In her we find security .
In her a faithful friend.

As then, so now, “relief and truth*
Are practised without art,

And we each other’s sorrow soothe,
In singleness of heart :

And still do we most highly prize
Each mystic word and sign,

Given by Solomon the wise,
To mark the art divine.

The  three great lights® of Masons still
Their radiance shed around,

To guide us to those truths, which will
In Masonry be found.

Our “ Faith” by “ Holy Volume?” ruled,
Our actions by ¢ the square,”

Unruly will by “compass” school’d,
These symbols still we bear.

And still may “level and plumb-rule,”
Their moral truths convey,
May ¢ Temperance’ our passions cool
2 s
And ““ Prudence” guard our way;
“ Prudence” g ys
May © Fortitude,” in danger - hour,
. . . . 2
Our sinking spirits nerve,
Aay Masons, though possess’d of power
] " =] 3
From “ Justice’ never swerve.

May “Taith” in God, and “Hope” in Him,
With “ Charity * to all,
Still give to Masons power to win
Those joys that cannot pall.
On “ Wisdom™ may our Lodge be horne,
May “ Strength” her walls uprear,
Secure that  Beauty” will adorn,
While virtue’s practised there.—M.M.

DRESS OF FREEMASONS.

In the dress of Freemasons, {it garments for Jove,

With the strongest attachment, true brotherly love,

We here are assembled, all jovial and free,

For who are so wise and so happy as we,
-Then since we’re bound by secresy to unity and love,
Let us like brethren faithful to every brother prove;
Then hand in band we’ll firmly stand, all Masons in a ring,
Protectors of our native land, the Craft, and the Queen,

With justice, with candour, our hosoms ave warmed,

Our tongues are with truth and sincerity arm’d,

We are loyal, wer'e trasty, we're faithful to those

Who treat us as friends, and smile at our foes.
Then sinee we're bound, ete.

Though some with ambition for glory contend,

And when they’ve attained thab, despise each poor friend;
But a Mason tho’ noble, his fame to ensure,

Counts each Mason his brother tho” ever so poor,

Then since we’re bound, ete.

Bub not to our brethren alone we confine

True brotherly love, that affection divine;

For our kind-hearted sisters in that have a share,

Tor as we admire, we’re beloved by the fair.
Then since we're bound, ete.

We stand %o our Queen, to our Master we hend ;
For these are the rulers we are bound fo defend ;
And when such a Queen, such a Muaster arise,
As Britons, as Masouns, we've cause to rejoice.
Then since we’re hound by secresy to unity and love,
Tet us like brethren faithful to every brother prove;
Then hand to hand we’ll firmly stand, all Masons in a ring,
Protectors of our native land, the Craft, and the Queen,
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THE BOND OFf MASONRY.

“’Tis not in goblef swelling high,
Which wealth, not worth, can still command;
Nor in the giddy tide of joy, ’
That Masonry does take its stand.

Bub o’er the social, generous bond,
Whose only tie the link makes free;
Where lheart to heart, and hand to hand,

Proclaims the badge of Masonry.

To soothe the orphan’s mournful cry;
A brother help where’er he be;

To love all men beneath the sky—
That is- the bond of Masonry.”

CHARITY OR LOVE.

Blest is the man whose soft’ning heart
Feels all another’s pain ;

To whom the supplicating eye
TWas never raised in vain:

Whose breast expands with generous warmth,
A stranger’s woes to feel ;

And bleeds in pity o’er the wound
He wants the pow’r to heal.

He spreads his kind supporting arms
To every child of grief;

His secret bounty largely flows,
And brings unmasked relief,

To gentle offices of love
His feet are never slow ;

He views, through AMercy’s melting eye,
A brother in a foe.

To him protection shall be shown;
And merey from above

Descend on those who thus fulfil
The perfect law of Love.

MEETINGS OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND LEARNED
SOCIETIES FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH
241HE, 1866.

'18‘11esda,y, March 20.—Ixstiruriox oF Civin BINGINEERS,

at 8.

Wednesday, March 21.—Sociery oF ARTs, at 8. GEo-

LOGICAL SocIeTy or Loxpo¥, at 8.

THE WEEK,

Tur Courr—The Queen drove in the grounds at Wind-
sor on the 7th inst., sccompanied by HL.R.H. Princess Lonise
The Right Hon. Sir George Grey avrived at the Castle, and
had the honour of dining with the Queen aud the Royal family.
The Prince of Wales, accompanied by Prince Alfred, and
attended by Licutenant-Colonel Keppel and Lieutenant Haig,
hunted with his hamiers, near Slough. In the afternoon the
Prince of Wales went to the House of Lords. The Princess of
‘Wales took a cariage drive, attended by the Hon. Mrs. T
Stonor, The Queen drove oub on the morning of the Sth inst.,
in a carriage and four, attended by the Duchess of Roxhurghe
and the Hon, Florence Scymour. THer Royal Highness Princess
Helena also took & carringe drive. The Prince of Wales went
to the House of Lords in the afternoon. The Princess of
Wales took a carriage drive. ITer Majesty, accompanied by
their Royal Highnesses Princess Helenn, Princess Louise,
Princess Beatrice, and her Serene Highnesss Princess Hohenlole,
left Windsor Castle on the morning of the 9th inst., at five

minutes before eleven o’clock for Buckingham Palace. In
attendance were the Duchess of Roxburghe, Major-General
T, II. Seymour, and Colonel H. Ponsonby, His Royal Highness
Prince Leopold, attended by Sir John Cowell, travelled to
London by an earlier train. His Royal Highness Prince Arthur
arrived at Buckingham Palace from Greenwich Park, attended
by Major Elphinstone. His Royal Highness returned to Green-
wich Park in the afternoon. Her Majesty the Queen honoured
Baron Marochetti by a visib to his studio. Her Majesty the
Queen, with their Royal Highnesses Princess Helena and
Princess Louise, honoured Mr. Theed with a visit to his studio.
The Queen, accompanied by their Royal Highnesses Princess
Helena and Princess Louise, visited the South Kensington
Museum on the 10th inst., and was received by the Right. Hon.
H. A. Bruce, Mr. Cole, Mr. Redgrave, Colonel Scott, and the
officers of the Museum, Her Majesty afterwards, accompanied
by the Princesses, visited the Prince and Princess of Wales at
Marlborough House. On leaving Marlborough House her
Majesty, accompanied by the Princesses, drove in a carriage-
and-four o Paddington, escorted by a detachment of the 14th
Hussars, and returned to Windsor Castle. Their Royal
Highnesses Prince Leopold, Princess Beatrice, and her
Serene Highness Princess Hoherlohe, mebt her Majesty ab
the railway station, and returned by the same train to Windsor.
Her Majesty the Queen arrived ab the Castle at two o’clock from
Buckingham Palace. The Avchbishop of Canterbury and Miss
Longley, and the Duke of Roxburghe, arrived at the Castle, and
had the honour of dining with her Majesty and the Royal
Family. The Queen, Princess Helena, Prince Leopold, and
Princess Hoheulohe, with the Ladies and Gentlemen in Waiting,
attended Divine service, on the 11th inst,; in the private chapel,
His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury preached the sermon.
The Queen, accompanied by her Royal Highuess Princess
Helena, walked in the grounds on the 12th inst. Her Majesty
held a Council at one o’clock. TPresent :—Xarl Granville, the
Marquis of Hartingbon, and Lord Stanley of Alderley. Earl
Granville had an audience of the Queen. Her Majesty the
Queen, accompanied by her Royal Highness Princess Helena,
drove in a carriage and four to Aldershot on the 18th inst,
escorted by 2 detachment of the 1st Life Guards, and two
detachments of the 3rd Hussars. Mer Majesty was received
near the camp by Lieutenant General the Hon. Sir James Yorke
Searlett, X.C.B., commanding, with his staff, who conducted the
Queen to the North Camp, where her Majesty inspected the
troops, the Queen driving down the lines, and the troops then
marched past. The Queen then drove to the Royal Pavilion and
remained there to luncheon, and afterwards inspected the troops
quartered in the South Camp, who likewise marched past her
Majesty. The Queen returned to Windsor Castle at half-past
five o’clock. The Queen went out in the grounds on the Ildth
inst. atbended by the Duchess of Roxburghe, )

TarpErIsL ParzisameNt.—The House oF Lomps on the 8th
inst. was engaged for some hours in diseussing the Cattle
Plague Bill. The select committee has made several alterations
in the measure. Among them is one empowering the Privy
Council to give local authorities discretionary powers in reference
to the slaughter of animals infected. This amendment was
stontly opposed, bub on a division was carvied. Another clanse
was added absolutely prohibiting fairs and markets for the sale
of cabtle till the 1st of July next. The bill was then passed
through its other stages. The House adjourned at nine o’clock,
——On the 9th inst. the business was of little interest, and was
all over before half-past five o'clock. ——On the 12th inst. the
business was of little importance, and the House adjourned at
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twenty minutes to seven o’clock.——On the 13th inst the royal
assent was given by commission to several Bills, Farl Russell
moved the second reading of the Jamaica Government Bill.
There was a brief debate, after which the motion was agreed
to.  Their lordships adjomrned at twenty minutes past six
o’clock.——1In the HoTse or Coiafoxs on the 8th inst., the
second reading of the Oatbs Bill was moved, and Mr. Disrueli
made haste to say that he did not intend to oppose the measure.
He announced, however, that he should move amendments in
committee to define more perfectly the oath of allegiance and to
insist on the Queen’s supremacy. Sir George Grey did not
think the amendments would be desirable, while Sir H. Cairns
fully agreed with them.—Mr. Newdegate raised the old standard
Protestantism and the Church in danger, and moved the
rejection of the Bill, which was seconded by Mr. Whalley. The
division showed these gentlemen nearly alone, for the numbers
were—for the DBill 298, against it 5.—3Mr. Sheridan called
attention to the case of Mr. Ferguson and the policeman in
plain clothes at Sydenham. Hestrongly condemned the practice
of the police interfering with people in the manner Mr., Fergu-
son had been meddled with.—Sir George Grey tock up the
defence of the police, and condemned the tone in which Mr.
Sheridan had spoken of the affair. Shortly afterwards the
House went into committee on thearmy estimates. The speaker
has hurt himself. It seems that a few days azo he had the
skin rubbed off his shin while riding, and the litile wound has
become most painful and tronblesome. The right hon. gentle-
man was unable to take the chair in the House of Cornmons on
the 9th inst., and Mr. Dodson presided in hLis stead. The
husiness was of a varied character. The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer laid the clectoral statistics on the table. Mr. ITughes
sought to get an alteration made in the standing orders, so as
to more effectually protect working men from evictions from
their homes by invading railways. e failed, heowever, nnd had
to withdraw his motion.—Sir Robert Peel ealled attention to the
smoke nuisance, and pointed out the necessity of a general
measure for dealing with the evil. After some discussion, Sir
George Grey virbually promised that the mutter shonld Le dealt
with. There was rather an smusing discussion in reference to
dogs in Scotland and dogs in general. The Heuse later went
into committee on the navy estimates, and disposed of some
votes.—~—In the neighbourhood of Palace-yard on the 12th inst,
there were all the sigus of greab iuterest bLeing felt in Parlia-
mentary proseedings. Very eariy people who had been
fortunate enough to obtain members’ orders for the strangers’
gallery were in wuiting in St Stephen’s Hall, and remained
there throughout the day with praiseworihy perseverance. In
the afternoon the crowd in Westminster ITall and its approaches
grew thicker, and distinguished members, as they came up and
were recognised, received loud cheers, Inside the MHouse the
members began to muster before three o'clock, and at prayers
there was not a vacant seab in the House, Immediately after
prayers the strangers” gallery was opened, and in a few moments
every seat was occupied. So with the Spesker’s Gallery. In
the peers’ seats were the Duke of Cambridge, Tarl Russell, the
Archbishop of York, the Bishep of London, the Duke of
Argyll, Earl Granville, Lord Ebury, the Earl of Longford, Enarl
De Grey and Ripon, Count Apponyi, Austrian Ambassador,
&e. It was stated that the Princess of Wales had a seab in the
ladies’ gallery. IMr. Gladsbone entered the House from behind
the Speaker’s chair ab half-past four o’clock, and was warmly
cheered.
Government scheme of Reform at a quarter to five o’clock, and
concluded a few minutes before seven o’clock. The details of
his speech it is not necessary here to go inte. The proposals

The right hon. gentleman began his exposition of the |

i

are briefly these. The county franchise is to be reduced to £14
rental, and some copyliolders and leaseholders in towns are to
be admitted. Persons who have had £50 deposited in a savings
bank for two years are to have a vote. All ratepaying clauses
are {o be abolished. Compound householders, whose tenement
is worth £10 per annum, are to be admitied on making a claim.
Lodgers paying £10 are also to be similarly admitted. TFinally
and chiefly, the borough franchise is to be reduced to a £7
rental. There are other provisions—one of which is for the
disfranchisement of the dockyard employes. These extensions
and changes will, it is estimated, inecreas¢ the mnumber of
electors in the kingdom by 400,000.—3Mr. Marsh followed the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and spoke in opposition to the:
bill. In the debate which followed, Sir F. Crossley, Captain.
Grosvenor, and Mr, Baines spoke in favour of the measure,
while Sir James Ferguson, Lord R. Montague, Mr. Laing,
and Mr. Horsman opposed it. Finally the debate was adjourned
until the 18th inst. on the motion of Mr. Lowe.—Mr. Lowe
opened the adjourned debate on the Government Reform Billo
Iis speceh may be described as a simple declaration that the
working men are drunkards and rowdies, and unfit to vote.
Mr. Villiers answered him most effectually. In the debate
which followed Professor Fawcett, Mr. Bright, and Viscount
Cranbournc took part. Finally leave was given to bring in the
bill.  Larly in the evening the Chancelior of the Exchequer
had stated, in reply to a question, that the sccond reading of
the Reform Bill would be meved on the 12th of April, and
the mezsure would be procceded with from day to day until
it was disposed of. e should not bring in kis budget until
the bill was done with. During AMr. Lowe’s speech on the
dehate the Prince of Wales occupied a seab under the gallery.——
On the 1ith inst, Siv Henry IToare gave notice of his intention
to ask tha Chancellor of the Exchequer whether the Government
wonid intvoduce a Bill for the redistribution of seats.—3r.
Stone also gave notice thab in committee he should move the
omission of the clause disfranchising voters in Government
dockyards,——S8ir Colman O’Loghlen sougiit to pass abill to
compel railway companies in Ireland to run ab least one train
ech way on Sundays.  There was a long and rather warm dis-
cussion, which ended in the measuve being defeated by 200
voles to 83.——The other noticeable picce of business in the
day’s proceedings was the consideration of the Lord’s amend-
ment in Mr. JTunt’s Cattle Plague Bill—Mr. Hunt complained
that Lie did not recoguise his own worlk in the measure as it had
come from the Upper House.—Mr. Baring, after pointing out
that almost every clause had been altered, suggested the with-
drawal of the Dbill, promising meanwhile that the Government
would strengthen the hands of the Privy Council to enable
them to deal with the matters about which Mr. Hunt was
most most anxious. On this understanding the bill was with.
drawn.

GENERAL IToiE NEws.—According to the Registrar-General’s
returns, the mortality last week rose to an extraordinary height,
the deaths almost equalling the births, or 4,155 of the former
against 4,586 of the latter. This is at the rate of 35 in the
1,000. Loudon is 4 below the average, but the lowest of all is
Ilull, with 26 ; the highest Liverpool, with 5. The deaths for
London were 1329, which is 8331 above the average, The births
were 2,272, which was also above the average.——A conference
of Poor Law Guardians was held on the 8th inst., at St. James’s
Hall, in reference to the Houseless Poor Act. Dr. Brewer pre«
sided. The general opinion appeared to be that the present
manuer of relieving ““casuals” increased vagrancy. Finally, a
resolution was carvied, declaving it to be desirable that the
present Houseless Poor Act should be repealed and a mora
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suitable measure passed.——The Rev. E. H. Craufurd, the
Rector of Oldswinford, has, according to the local reports, de-
livered an extraordinary sermon declining to observe the Day
of Humiliation appointed by the Bishop of Worcester in his
diocese. The rev. gentleman bases his refusal on two grounds—
first, that the Queen is the head of the Church, and a day
of humiliation should have been appointed by her Majesty and
not by the Archbishop of Canterbury ; secondly, that it ought
nob to have been appointed in Lent, which is or should be the
season of fasting. He protested against a “ number of rubicund
and well-fed Christians” meeting togethier to pray, not that the
sufferings of the poor beasts might be relieved, “but that God
would be pleased fo spare their lives, that man’s carnivorous
appetite might be more fully gorged ; that He would condescend
more abundantly to supply the shambles, and suffer not the
victims of the pole-axe to decrease!” The reverend gentleman
said a good deal more to the same effect.——A good deal of dis-
content is expressed at the manner in which the Industrial Ex-
hibition at the Guildhall has been got together. It is insisted
that the exlhibition is merely one of the wares made and sold
by large tradesmen, and that it contains very few of the pro-
ductions of working men whoare themselves exhibitors. M.
Webber gave utterance to these complaints yesterday at the
Court of Common Council, and there was a not uninteresting
discussion on thesubject——At the Guildhall Police-court, an
application was made to the presiding magistrate to suppress
the meeting of betting men who were frequently to be found
congregated at the corner of Fleet-street and Farringdon-street.
Mr. Alderman Hale said he would exercise all his™ powers
as a magistrate to remove the nuisance ; and there-
after, this not being a criminal cuse, claimed the pair of white
gloves, which are the usual token of a “maiden assize)’ ——
One of the cases with which Mr. Commissioner Winslow dealt
on the 9th inst. in the Court of Bankruptey was that of George
Nicholas Sanders. This isthe notorious Confederate agent, who
came to this country to fit out a fleet of Confederate war ships,
and has suceceded in getbing pretty deeply into debt. Altogather
hie owes £10,323, W. 8. Lindsay and Co., figuring in the list of
creditors for £2,302.—~-It will be remembered that the officers
of the Bermondsey vestry recently seized, on the premises of a
ketchup manufacturer, several putrid livers, which were con-
sidered unfit for human food. It being shown that the Act of
Parliament did nob apply to the case, a verdict was given for
the defendant ; bub at the Southwark Police Court, when the
case again came up, the counsel for the prosecution said he was
instructed to ask for a case for the decision of the Court of
Queen’s Beneh, which was granted.——The mystery surrounding
the recent extensive forgeries of Russian bank notes is likely to
be dispelled. At the Lambeth Police Court it was shown that
one of the prisoners had confessed his guilt in the matter
without the usual caution having been given to him. The
charge against him was therefore withdrawn, whereupon he
entered the witness box on the 9th inst. and gave evidence against
hisaccomplice. The remaining prisoner was again remanded.——
The electoral returns which have been the subject of so much
speculation were published on the 10tl: inst. They are ex-
ceedingly voluminous, but no public document of the kind
ever possessed a higher interest or more amply repaid perusal.
The returns are of the most exhaustive character, and furnish
all the materinls for ascertaining the exact composition of
the electoral bedy in every horough and county in Eugland,
and especially of judging of the changes which an extension
of the franchise would effect in the constituencies, whether
considered in the aggregate or in detail.—-—The late Master

of Trinity College, Cambridge, was buried on Saturday, the
10th inst. There was a large attendance at his funeral, all the
heads of the University being present. In the town every
mark of respect was paid to the memory of the deceased.m—
A singular case of disputed property came before the Thames
Police-court on the 10th inst. Three persons of the name of
Holmes were charged with wilfolly damaging a house on
Bow Common. It appeared that no fewer than seventeen
persons were assisting the Iolmeses in tearing the lead
off the roof, and otherwise destroying the bhouse. The
counsel for the defendants set up a title to the property
on the part of Henry Frederick Holmes, their relative, and
finally Samuel and Henry Holmes were committed for trial,—m—
The agricultural labourers of Xent have begun to agitate for an
increase of wages. A meeting of their number has been held
at Maidstone, at which resolutions were passed declaring the
present rate of pay o be insufficient. A memorial to the farmers
of the district asking for more wages was agreed upon.——A
coroner’s inquiry has been held tounching the death of an
omnibus-driver named Loveman, who, it was alleged, was killed
by a person called Brown, while the latter, who was drunk, was
endeavouring to geb on the *bus. The jury returned a verdict
of manslaughter against Brown, who had previously described
himself as © the fighting man of Camden-town.”——On Tues-
day, the 13th inst, her Majesty the Queen, accompanied by the
Princess Helena and the Princess Hohenlohe, visited the camp
at Aldershot. The vavious troops were inspected, and a review
took place, the weather being dry, but cold. This is the frst
visit her Mrjesty has paid to the Aldershot encampment.———
At the Southwark Police Courb a young man named Barker wag
charged with being an accomplice in a robbery. According to
the statement of the prosecutor, Barker had come up to bim
while he was in pursuit of a woman who had just robbed him of
a watch, representing that he (Barker) was a detective officer,
The thieves were thus allowed to escape, while Barker invited
thie prosecutor to go into a public house with him. The prisoner
was committed for trial.——At the Clerkenwell Police Court,
on the 14th inst, a’ person” named M‘Guire, who is described
as an independent gentleman and a doctor of wmedicine, was
brought vp charged with having given to a girl named Eve
some medicine which was intended to procure abortion. Eve
stated that she had been seduced by the defendant, and that on
her telling bim that she was in the family way he had given
her pills and a bottle of medicine, "which she did not take.
The defendant’s solicitor said nothing in refutation of the
charge, but simply asked the magistrate to discharge his client,
who, he added, was a gentleman of education and a man of
independent means. The magistrate, however, decided upon
remanding the defendant,—-—The arrests of the Fenians in the
provinees have become less frequent. Those last reported are
of a medical student at Charleville, county Cork, a farmer in
the King’s County, and another farmer, together with his two
sons, in the county of Limerick. In the Limerick docks there
has been a case of rifles and revolvers and a numnber of bullet-
moulds seized on the assumption that they are a Tenian import,
A fresh TFenian proclamation has been posted at Swords, in the
county of Dublin, It is in the usual style, and winds up with
the customary ¢ CGod save the Quecen,” The statement has
gained general credence that James Stephens has escaped from
Dalkey, a small fishing station in the bay of Dublin, on the 4th
inst., in a hooker, One reason assigned for believing it is the
confident declaration of his relatives since then that he is safe
safe now, It should be added that some attribute the
origin of the report to the police, who, despairing at last
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of catching the Head Centre, wish to cseape the discredit
of not able being to discover him in his Dublin refuge.——
An animated discussion took place on the 14th inst. in the
Liverpool Town Council on the proposal of the Inprovement
Committee to purchase a site of land valued at £250,000 from
the Earl of Sefton, for the purpose of transforming it intoa
public park, with a “ Robten-row.” It is also proposed to trans-
plant the Botanic Gardens, now too near the town, to the same
locality. The proposals of the committee were warmly supported
by AMr. Hutchinson, Mr. Jeffery, and other gentlemen, and
strongly opposed by Mr, Whitty and Alderman Dover, the
latter gentleman denouncing the plan as a mere scheme
of the “local authority to show off their daughter.” The discus-
sion had not terminated when our parcel was dispateched.——
On the 14th insh, ab the weekly meeting of the St. Pancras
vestry, Mr. Churchwarden Robson in the ehair, the Baths and
‘Washhouses Commissioners reported that they had, after great
exertion, in the course of which the Duke of Bedford and Lord
Southampton had thrown every obstacle in their way, obtained
a site on which to build baths and washhouses. The site was
in King-street, Camden Town. The Marquis of Camden had
done all he could to help them, bub he was only the leaseholder
for 16 years, but by his influence with the Przbend of Cante-
lowes and with the consent of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners,
they had come to an arrangement to pay £1,600 for the
leasehold of sixteen years, and then £1,260 for the freehold
making a total of £2,860. The site for which this was to be
paid was 180ft. long by 60ft. wide. Oa the motion of Mr.
Watson the vestry sanctioned this arrangement. It is pro-
posed to have three baths and washouses in the parish—one
north, one south, and one central (that now sanctioned), but
owing to the opposition of Lord Somers, who will not part with
an old music hall the magistrates have refused to licence, great
difficulty is experienced in finding sites.——It appears from
two Parliamentary returns issued on the 15th inst., that duving
the year 1865, 140 cases of persons 1un over and killed in the
metropolis came to the cognizance of the metropolitan police :
—1,707 were maimed or otherwise injured from the same
cause. During the present year, up to the end of February,
23 fatal cases have been returned to the metropolitan police,
and 231 cases of injury. In the City police district, 14 persons
were run over and killed last year, and 207 were mmaimed or
injured ; 3 were killed this year and 30 injured. In 1865, 29
summonses were taken out by the City police for furious driving
where no death happened; this year 6 such summonses were
taken out.

Forerexy INTELLIGECE.—The Chamber of Deputics at Bu-
charest has appointed commissioners to treat with the great
Powers. The Prince Imperial has recovered from his attack
of measles,——All the Powers seem to have agreed to a con-
ference at Paris on the aifuirs of fhe Principalites. The
“Croatiun Diet has agreed to send deputies to the IHungarian
Diet. The deputies ave to be furnished with explicit instrue-
tions as to their conduct.—~—1t was expected that the con-
ference in reference to the affairs of the Principalities wounld
begin to-day. It scems, however, that its first sitting was
held on Saturday. All the Plenipotentiaries of the Powers who
signed the Treaty of Paris weve present, with the exception
of Baron de Rudberg, who was represented by M. Tchitcherine,
Councillor of State attached to the Russian Embassy,——In
the Corps Legislatif, on the 10th inst., there was a warm de-
bate in reference to the agriculture of the country. M. Thiers,
who is a staunch protectionist, made a long speech, censuring
the Government for having ruined The

agriculturists.

Government proposals, however, which tend in the direcs

tion of Free-frade, were carried by 192 vofes fto 32—
A story was afloat last week that the French Government had

consented to renew the Extradition Treaty with Englaud. The
Mémorial Diplomatique of the 10th inst. says there is no truth
in the story.——France and Austria are said to have arrived ab
a complete understanding on the question of the Principalities.
The report that Russia is concenfrating troops on the Pruth
proves to be unfounded.——The Hungarian Diet shows nosigns
of yielding to the imperial wishes. A telegram inform us that
the address in reply to the Imperial rescript, has been prepared,
and further, that it adheres to the former demands of the Diet.
A Buchavest telegram says that Privee Alexander of Hesse
Darmstadst will be nominated Hospodar of the Principalities e
The Cholera Conference atj Constantinople appears likely to
arrrive at a practical conclusion, so far as suggesting the best
means of preventing another irruption of the disease into Bgypt
from Arabia is concerned. The Conference has agreed, on the
motion of the French representative, to sbop communication
between the two countries by sea during the prevalence of
another epidemic. The Porte, however, terrified by the fear of
an insurrection among the pilgrims, refuses its sanction to the
proposed arrangement.

Axerica.—The Europa brings news from New York fo the
afternoon of March 1. The telegram states that the President’s
policy is generally approved in the country. It is stated that
he intends immediately to declare peace firmly established in
the South, and that the States willl be left to govern them-
selves under the Constitution without milifary interference,
except on the part of the Freedmen’s Bureau, which will be
continued fora yearafter the proclamation of peace. Congress
is by no means satisfied with these things, and warm debates
were going on.——The Fenians are reported to have resolved
upon a descent on British Columbia ; but the United States
Government was about to issue a proclamation forbidding
breaches of the neutrality laws, This would speedily put a stop
to the Fenian nunsense.

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEATAND.—We have news from Mel-
bourne, to January 25th. The elections were the chief topic
of interest. Seventeen Ministerialists and seven Opposition
members had been returned. The drought had brokenup. Ths
shipment of gold to England during the month amounted to
77750 ozs. At Sydney there has been a change of Ministry,
avising out of the Tariff Bill. The bill, however, was passed.
The new Ministry were opposed by the Free-traders.——From
New Zealand we have the satisfactory news that the war is
virtually over, and shipping had been taken to convey the
troops home. On the 6th and 7th ult.,, General Chute attacked
and captured a fortified pah near Pate.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

#.# All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-street,
Strand, London, W.C.

We vegret to be compelled to request brethren from whom
outstanding amounts are due to respond to the above notice.
Some of our Colonial Subscribers are especially reticent in
this respect; and our exchequer is not only impoverished
through the non-receipt of amounts overdue, but we have
also been put to the trouble and expense of writing had
postages without even producing the bare courtesy of a reply.

J.W.—1. Yes; you are correct. The article to which you refer
—<'The Marquis and the Mason’s Widow ”—appeared some
few years ago in the « Quarterly Magazine,” then published
Bro. R. Spencer, but which has long since ceased to exist.
2. Bro. Spencer will doubtless be able to furnish you witl
what you require.

TF.W.—We have writen as promised.

D.ML.L.—Ve trust the numbers have reached you,




