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(Continued from page 442.)

There was a capital muster of the brethren at
the lodge held 9th May, 1781, Bro. William,
R.W.M., in the chair. The minutes of the last
lodge were read and confirmed, and after alecture
on the first degree, Bro. Arthur Mankin, J.W.
produced an account of the funeral charges of
our late Bro. Hull, amounting to £5 8s. 6d., “of
which the lodge ordered the Treasurer to pay the
one-half, reserving the other half for the Lodge

of Regularity and Reputation to pay.” (The
junior lodge held in the same town.,) A resolu-

tion was regularly proposed, seconded and carried
the same evening, “ That the secretary for the
time being give an acknowledgment to the
R.W.M. for any books, papers, or any other
utensils belonging to the lodge, which by his
office he may have in his custody.”

In the minntes of the next lodge we read that
Bro. Robert Lutey, the tyler, dled in May, and
the Jodge having obtained a dispensation from the
Prov. G. M. to attend the faneral and bury their
late outer guard, with masonic honours, it was
decided to meet for that purpose on the 38lst
May, 1781, at one o’clock, and the brethren
were requested by the R.W.M. to attend. There
does not seem to have been any law in force then
requiring that “no mason can be interred with
the formalities of the order, unless it be at his
own special request, nor unless he has been
advanced to the degree of a master mason,” such
as exists now. A “special license ” to attend in
the masonic clothing was all that the Grand
Lodge considered necessary.

The tyler was  decently interred’ on the day
mentioned, and the brethren then adjourned to
the lodge, and contributed eighteenpence each
towards the expenses of the day. The tylers of
the Love and Honour, and Volubian Lodge of
Regularity and Reputation attended, and received
two shillings and sixpence each for their services.
The whole cost of the funeral, coffin, and other
sundries amounted to £2 14s. 8d., which the
treasurer paid by desire of the lodge. The prac-
tical benevolence and generosity of the lodge is
most commendable,

The lodge summoned for July 12th, 1781,
“being solicited to postpone their meebing on
account of an entertainment, it was accordingly
acceded to, and the lodge was adjourned to Wed-
nesday, the 25th July ensuing.

The lodge was held on tlnt date when afLel the
transaction of its business, and “ Nothing fur-
ther proposed for the good of masonry in general,
after the question being thrice demanded, the
lodge was closed in due form, $ill the 29th day of
Augnst, 5781, emergencies excepted of which
timely notice will be given.” The dignity of the
lodge received a rebuff on October S1st, bub still
showed its position and independence by the fol-
lowing resolution: “No lodge held by means of
the lodge room heing peremptorily denied on
account of an assembly, which was there heid
that evening, and to whom the preference of the
said room was given by our Bro. William Job,
the master of the house, whereon it was deter-
mined by the majority of the members present to
remove the Lodge of Liove and Honour from the
King’s Arms Tavern to the Standard, which was
carried out to the letter. The landord, Bro.
Job, does not seem to have had the extraordinary
patience possessed by his great predecessor of
the same name, for he resented the removal by
never appearing in the lodge again.

The members numbered a little under fifty at
this time.

On January 30th, 1782, it was proposed “ That
a stipulated sum should be allotted for seafaring
members to pay throughout the year, when the
majority of seafaring members present, the land
members not interfering, proposed five shillings
per quarter to be paid for that purpose, which
was acceded to by all the members present.”
“N.B.—Peter Cogrel, a prisoner at Kegillick,
having applied for relief, and being found a proper
object, was by the unanimous consent of the
lodge, relieved with the sum of one pound and
one shilling.” A most praisewcrthy act of the
lodge. Their benevolence, however, as usual
soon met with. another applicant in the person of
“ Bro. Benjamin 'Warogmer, a French prisoner,”
who was generously relieved to the same amount
by the members. The former brother again
requested assistance on 27th March, 1782. 1t
appears from the minutes that he was an Ameri-
can prisoner of war, in the hospital at Boycr’s
Cellars, Falmouth, The lodge determined not to
be “ weary in well doing,” and appointed a com-
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~mittes of three members to examine into the
~wants of Bro. P. Cogrel, and ordered that such
-velief should be given him as they found neces-
-sary. May such disinterested benevolence ever
-~continue to adorn the pages of masonic history,
and actuate its members, for

God hath made mankind oie mighty brotherliood,
Himself their Master, and the world their lodge.

The Festival of John the Baptist was held on
Monday, and the R.W.M. consented to act as
Master of the lodge another term, and appointed
Bro. Thomas Baker, S.W., Bro. Aaron Delissa,
- J.W., Bro- John Bellhouse, Treasurer, Bro. John

Tressider, Secretary (a most efficient scribe, so
far as we can judge from the admirable manner in
which the minutes are recorded, Bro. Roberts
-and Quash, Stewards, and Bro. Wrangham, tyler.
The lodge decided to proceed to Church, after
- a ballot was taken to know the opinion of the
members, bub subsequently decided not to.
- ““Hixcellent Lectures”” were gradunally given at
- this period at each lodge, and the attendance was
particularly good, and several invitations occured.
Occasionally a “short lecture was given on the
~third degree.” The secretary acknowledges that
the lodge of “ Love and Honour, No. 95, met on
11th September, 1782. The Secretary, John
"Tressider, being by busicess obliged to retire from

‘lodge, Bro. William Cocker fell in his place the
remainder of the evening, and took the minutes of
the lodge, on a loose piece of paper, which by

aceident was mislaid, and could not afterwards be
found.”

“ A motion was made by Bro. Nichols to re-
licve our Bro. Thomas Longs he being distressed.
Tt was seconded by Bro. Quash. On a show of
hands it was agreed that four pounds four shil-
Jings should be immedietely paid to him for his
uze.”

On the 12th TFebruary, 1783, Bro. Bellhouse
~moved that ** Twenty-five pounds be subscribed to
-assist the Grand Todge in paying off the debt
<incurred by building the Grand Hall, and assured
the brethren present that a particular privilege
~would be allowed to the subscribing lodges™

< This being a lodge of emergency (24th June,
1783) appointed to celebrate the festival of Saint
John the Baptist’s Nativity, and as our regular
fodge night is the 25th instant, it was proposed by
Bro. Bellhouse, our worshipful treasurer, to have

' next (emergencies excepted) which was unani-

mously agreed to.”

“ Some days past we were advised by the Prov.
G- Sec. that there was to be a provincial lodge
held on this day at the King’s Arms, in this
town, and he was directed by the Prov. G.M. to
give our R-W.M. and W. Wardens an invitation,
a copy of which may be seen in the letter book,
as well as our answer to excuse their non-attend-
ance. The tyler of the Volubian Lodge of Regn-
larity and Reputation waited onus with the com-
pliments of its members to request the favour of
the loan of the provincial jewels. We returned
for answer, that it was the opinion of the lodge
they could not part with them. Finis Coronat
Opus.” At the lodge held 12th November, the
secretary feelingly states that a poor man (James
Singclear) an objech of charity, evidently not a
mason, applied to the lodge for relief, and the
members thought proper to give him five shil-
lings, and the brethren present also gave him
eleven shillings.”

On 10th December, 1783, four brethren were
proposed for the office of Master, two for Trea-
surer, and two for Secretary. A little opposi-
tion no doubt made the successful candidates
value their privileges still more, and the voting
seems t0 have gone off most harmoniously.

(To be continued.)

A FEW WORDS ON FREEMASONRY.

Dating from the last century, the institution
of T'reemasonry las never ceased to be the ob-
ject of the most viralent atbacks on the part of
the Ultramontane party, and these attacks have
been lately renewed, loudly and boldly, in the po-
lemical dispute between Mgr. the Bishop of
Orleans and the Siecle newspaper. Subject to
serious animadversions from without, the Order
has for some time also become more and more a
prey to internal discord on a fundamental point.

These discussions, which have attracted atten-
tion to the subject, may cause some interest to
be taken in an inquiry as to the origin of Ma-
sonry, and an examination of its essential formu-
laries, which is precisely the point on which de-
pends the issue of the internal dispute to which
reference has been made.

Some time ago, i tracing the history of this

it prorogued to the second Wednesday in July | association, we had nothing to guide us to clear
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and definite conclusions, beyond the accounts re-
lating to the Templars, and the societies of masters
and workmen, or guilds of the builders in the
Middle Ages. But the study of the religions of
the east has led us to the opinion, that the pre-
tensions of the Freemasons to an origin far more
ancient may be readily and clearly justified. Certain
it is, that their essential formulary proceeds from
a class of ideas far anterior to the temple of Solo”
mon. The Freemasons consider themselves sym-
bolically as workmen freely associated for the erec-
tion of a temple, whose author and builder is no
other than the Great Avchitect of the Universe.
They are therefore fellow workmen with the
Supreme Architect in the pursuits of universal
life.

If we penetrate the symbolic mysteries of the
most ancient forms of religion, we learn thence,
that God, before having commenced his work as
Creator, had laid the foundation thereof, or entered
on the design, as the Artizan, the Arranger, the
Avrchitect, of the world, an idea less abstract, less
deep, and which naturally preceded the other.
This was the original idea of the Cabiric societies,
the most ancient associations, at once industrial
and religious, of which a knowledge has been
handed down to us; and the ritual and cere-
monial observances of the Freemasons are as it
were an echo of their primitive traditions. Al-
though it is only derived from this ancient sym-
bolism, not identical with it, Freemasonry hence
obtains its essential and distinctive character.

Freemasonry is a theistical society, receiving
into its fold men of every religion, on the condi-
tion that they profess the principle of religious
liberty, its object is the welfare of mankind and
the promotion of the spirit of progress in the
world ; its members are the workmen of God in
this labour. The Freemason is either that or he
is nothing ; to efface from the Masonic scheme the
Great Architect of the Universe, is to destroy
Freemasonry itself ; take away the Architect, and
there no longer exist either temple or Masons.
Doubtless a philanthropic society may be con-
stitubed, in which there shall be no consideration
as to the relation between God and man, neither
under any symbol, and should such a society be
formed, we desive full liberty for it as for every
other, but it can have nothing in common with
Freemasonry.

Here lies the mistake committed by the dissen-
tients, who desire to destroy the peculiar nature

and aim of the I'reemason, while they retain pos-
session of his title. It would not be correct to
compare the position of such dissentients from:
true Freemasonry with that of the more advanced.
Protestants in their warfare against orthodoxy..
The orthodox and the heterodox Protestants are:
alike disciples of Jesus Christ, who hold dis--
cussions with each other on his nature, but who
both equally recognise him none the less as their
Master and Spiritual Father. Serious as may be
their difference, there yet remains between them
something in common, and it is only by one arbi-
trary definition that the orthodox refuse to the
liberals the name of Christians, since the latter do-
not reject Jesus Christ. The orthodox Masons
are on the contrary quite in the right to refuse:
the title of Freemason to those who reject the-
Architect and destroy the Temple.—Translated .
from Le Siécle.

CLASSICAL THEOLOGY.—LXXXIV,
X1L.—NEPTUNE AND FEBRUARY. ,
Neptune, by the Greeks called Poseidon, who -
was one of those three sons of Saturn so curiously
saved by their mother, Ops, or Rhea from the. -
inviolable ocath and wunsparing jaws of their -
father, we all know, in sharing the divisions of -
the earth with his brothers Jupiter and Pluto,
obtained the sovereignty of the vacant title of -
the God of the sea. It will be perhaps well to
remember here that Saturn was the son Terra .
or Vesta, and Calum or Cwxlins, who was the son
of Ather and Dies, the most ancient of all the -
deities, and that he had among divers of his
brethren, the Cyclops, the Titan, the hundred
handed giants, and, to come to what we would
point out, Oceanus, the very subject, which, as .
forefiguring of the waters of the raging deluge,
he was to subdue and reign over. This Oceanus, .
his parents, and his kindred were antediluvians
personated in idols as deities, whereas Neptune
became commemorated as a postdiluvian creature
of worship, and in element a God. Of course, by
course of time, they represented him in wood and
stone, and at length arrived at such conclusions .
as having been some mortal potentate. Then, .
where we can only see an assumption of names,,
very learnedly it has been made out, as.
has been by us in our third chapter shown
that he was Japheth. Let that be determined
as it may by the rvendering of Mythology
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into history. Still we never did discover either
of the former elements to be a mortal man.
Japheth, the meaning of which word is  the
enlarger,” some say was the eldest son of Noah ;
also some assert that Neptune was the eldest son
of Saturn. We allow in this respect there is a
certain coincidence. But if the text, “And
Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his
youngest son had done unto him,” admits of no
error, the text, *“ And Noah was five hundved
years old; and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and
Japheth,” involves a lysteron proteron tending
to no trifling confusion and uncertainty. In some
works on Heathen Theology and of ancient his-
tory, Japheth is known under the name of
*Japetces, the son of Calum and Terra, and Greek
historians have concurred in believing Japheth to
have been the progenitor of the Grecian whose
race were of the Ionian settlers under Javan,
who was the fourth son of Japheth. In the
Mythistoriee Works we are told that Perseus, on his
travels, by chance entered the kingdom of Mauri-
tania, reigned over by Atlas, brother of Prome-
theus, and the son of Japetus or ’Japetos, and
out of respect designed to visit him. The un-
gracious reception the hero met with provoked
him to so much anger that, lifting his terrible
shield before the King's eyes, aud thus showing
him the head of Medusa, he turned him into the
mountain, still retaining his name, whose top was
thonght to reach Heaven. Also, we are told,
and what are we not told? When Atlas was
sinking beneath the weight of his hurden, Her-
cules relieved him thereof, and supported the
heavens upon his own shoulders..
No power the pride of mortals can control ;
Proue to new crimes, by strong presumption driven;

‘With sacrilegious hands Prometheus stole
Celestial fire, and bore it down from Heaven.

Audax ommnia perpeti
Gens humana ruit per vetitum nefas.

So Horace very sweetly, and somewhat truly
sang. There are however those who say, Jupiter
did not punish Prometheus for his theft, but
because he was the first who made a human
image out of clay. Others assert it was hecanse
he made woman, and they would thus almost
apply the continued meaning of the verse to her
as one with Pandora’s box. Setting that aside,
we think that in it there may be discerned a
close resemblance, as ascribed, not only with the
blending of the Heaven with the earth, but in

the consequence-of the disobedience in the eating
of the forbidden fruit.

Post ignemas therea domo
Subductnm, macies et nova febrium
Terris incubuit cohors
Semotique terris tarda necessitas
Lethi corrupuib viam,
That fatal gift brought on the mortal race
An army of Diseases: death began
With vigour then to mend his halting pace,
And found a more compendious way to man,

The figure Promethens made was doubtless
passing skilful. At the sight of this man of clay,
even Minerva became so enraptured that she pro-
mised to procure from Heaven anything he
thought would complete his works. Then also,
doubtless, his woman out of clay was exceeding
beautiful, both before and after she was animated.
The Axrtese was a son of Jupiter. For all that, is
it likely she could be companion with Milton’s
ideal description of the innocent Fve? Nay,
could the real young Eve or Eva have been more
lovely?  Our selected lines, well as they are
known, will lose nothing by reperusing. The
help meet for Adam or Adama says :

That day I oft remember, when from sleep

I first waked, and found myself reposed,

Under 2 shade, on flowers ; such wondering, where,
And what Iwas: whence thither brought, and how!
Not distant far from thenee, a murmuring sound
Of waters issued from a cave, and spread

Into a liquid plane, then stood unmoved,

Pure as the expanse of Heaven, I thither wenf,
With unexperienced thought, and laid me down
On the green bank, to look into the clear,

Smooth, lake, thab to me seemed another sky.

As I bent down to look, just opposite,

A shape within the watry gleam appeared

Bending to look on me—I started back ;

It started baclk ; but pleased I soon returned ;
Pleased it returned as soon; with answering looks
Of sympathy and love. There I had fixed

Mine eyes till now, and pined with vain desires,
Had not a voice thus warned me—What thou seest,
What there thou seest, fair creature is thyself;
With thee it came, and goes; but follow me,

And T will bring theo where no shadow stays

Thy coming, and thy soft embraces; he,

Whose image thou art, him thLou shalt enjoy,
Inseparable thine; to him shalt bear

Multitudes like thyseif, and thence be called
Mother of Human race.

Jupiter commanded Mercury to chain Prome- -
theus to Mount Caucasus, and ordered an eagle to
prey upon his liver as fast as it grew. Hercules,
however, desired to kill the eagle. Prometheus
had revealed to Jupiter his father Saturn’s con-
spiracy. He also had prevented his marriage
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—

with Thetis, the consummation of which he had
proved would be fatal, whereupon, remembering
these services, he authorised Hercules to dispatch
the eagle and liberate his so severely punished
friend.

We would here bring again to mind that those
““men of renown ”’ who had Gods for their fathers,
wherefore called ‘Hwoéb: (Hemitheoi), or Demi.
gods, had superior, or sacred minds, celestial
souls, and powerful, but, however noble, only
human bodies. Nevertheless, it was held, their
immortal incarnations were for the religious good,
the social safety, the moral happiness, the instruc-
tion in the arts and sciences, and the general im-
provement of mankind, inducing ever towards a
more aspiring state of existence, in which respect
Labeo (St. Aug. L 10, c. 21) has distinguished
them from the Heroes, and so they should be
distinguished ; yet still, from their great pro-
fundity in speech, strength, virtue, and love, or
from such words in Greek, namely, “Epws, eros;
“Iépos, hieros ; *Apérn, avete ; “Epws, Heros, some, far
surmising, think they acquired the title of Hero.

Almost all nations, and we may say all known
nations, more or less, apparently have believed that
all their most useful acquirements and knowledge
were ab the first and ab sundry times, taught them
by some incarnate God or superlative spirit.
Thuswise we ourselves know that the World’s
Great Architect has forwarded His improving
work of man’s redemption by man in the Godhead
born of woman, and that His second coming has
beenmoreorless predicted andexpected by all sepa-
rated and governed races of people formed under
the sun ; but how, when, and where, possessed of
what attributes,—the God above all Gods, the
most high God, who comprehends the Universal
All—alone can know.

ADDRESS TO A NEWLY INITIATED
BROTHER.
Delivered by Bro. A. Scmurr, P.3L and Sec., Lodge Lo
Cesarée, No. 590, Jersey.

Drar Brormer,—You have now obtained the
accomplishment of your desires. At last you
possess the title of Freemason, which necessarily
implies, on the part of him to whom it rightly and
worthily belongs, a mind, liberal, enlightened,
exempt from prejudices, a character tolerant and
benevolent, a heart which sympathises with all
the miseries incident to humanity.

To receiveinto the bosom of the great univer-
sal family men fully conscious of their duties
towards themselves and their fellow men, those
who have been initiated into our mysteries and
our symbolic teachings, men henceforth to be
ranked as fellow-labourers toiling for the spread
of generous and liberal ideas, towards the triumph
of the noble principles of morality and civilisa-
tion for the progress and development of all that
is just, beautiful, and true ; is mof this one of the
most brilliant and ab the same time consoling
objects in which if is our privilege to take part?

Be assured, my very dear brother, that it is
with an emotion which we by no means seek to
conceal or to suppress, that as witnesses and as
actors we unite in this kind of baptism, which
affects the entrance of new members into the
bosom of this grand and humane religion which
is called I'reemasonry.

Our definition of morality may be thus stated :
To be deeply imbued with love of country, of
kindred, of the whole human race. We also
inculcate a love of hounest labour, we pay homage
to it by our title, by our insignia, by our symbolic
distinctions, and by our acts. Being masons, we
are consequently labourers.

‘What is the title which you are now privileged
to bear? It is that of apprentice. Look around,
and you observe that we all wear the apron, the
badge of labour. The Master of the Lodge is -
armed with the symbol of labour, so too are the
senior and junior wardens. We adore God him-
self under the name of the Great Architect of
the Universe. ‘

Labour, moreover, is a powerful means for the
accomplishment and realisation of our principles,
for it leads to brotherly love, the supreme end and
aim of all our efforts ! sacred words, which express
and comprehend all the social virtues ! For from
the moment in which you address another man
as “ Brother!” you apply to him a title which
renders him your equal, and since you profess
to love him, to aid him, you cannot henceforth

| entertain the slightest thought of committing "any

act to his prejudice, of doing him the least wrong.

Thus I affirm and seriously declare to you
that brotherly love is a grand and comprehensive
moral principle, which men and women have made
ib their first object to inculeate and to promote.
You cannot fail to be convinced of this truth and
to impress it on your heart, for from this time you
bave become one of the large family of Freemasons.
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Henceforward, whithersoever Divine Providence
may direct your steps, wherever your abode may
be fixed, you will find Masons. All members
of the Craft throughout the world are under
solemn obligation to evince their love for you in
the same proportion as it is your sworn duty to
act likewise towards them ; never do violence to
this sentiment, this obligation of love, by refusing
your concurrence ‘in it, your action upon it.

In our temples you will learn to love God, the
Great Architect of the Universe to magnify his
infinite power, by the cultivation of your intellec-
tual faculties, without allowing them to be the
slaves of superstition. You will learn to control
the passions which debase the soul, to banish
from your heart all sentiments of egotism, of
self-glorification, that great bane of our modern
societies.

It now only remains to me to urge upon you
the duty of rendering yourself worthy of these
benefits, by devoting all your powers of head, of
breast, of mind and of body, to our institution.
Never forget that all the Freemasons on the face
of the carth are brethren, and that in proportion
as you may depend upon them they must in like
manner be able to depend upon you. Not hLere,
however, do your duties cease, for you have still
more important ones to regard in your alms after
moral order. Your conduct must always be free
from reproach. You must endeavour to imitate
those of your brethren who have arrived at a
higher state of perfection than yourself, and at
the same time remember that to those who have
made less progress you have to serve as an
example.  Your knowledge, your intellectual
powers, belong to us, and you have no longer
a right selfishly to employ them for your own
exclusive advantage. ‘

Finally, I am convinced that you have lively
impressions of the great duties I have enumerated,
and that you will zealously discharge them. Free-
masonry includes within its fold one good child
more, and the modeste lodge “ La Ctsarte” has
the satisfaction of having made you a participator
in the light of our crder within its bosom.
One day, perhaps soon, yon will depart from our
midst. I have a strong conviction that you will
carry with yon delightful recoilections of this
evening, and of us, who perchad upon the little
rock named Jersey, have conferred upon you the
title of brother.”

THE NEMESIS: A TALE OF THE DAYS
OF TRAJAN.

By Bro. A. Oxear Have, K., K. Cal.,, Corresponding
Member of the German Society, Leipsig, Knight Templar,
Scat. ; Author of “The History of the Knights Templars ;7
“ Vara Queer;” “ Gatherings in Wanderings ;” “ Songs
and Ballads ;” ““ Poemata ;7 Legends of Kdinburgh.”
&e., §c., §e.; Poet Laureate of the Canongale, Kilwin-
ning ; P.M. St. Stephens; P.LP.Z. of St. Andrews, R.A.
Chap.; §e.; Se.

(Continued from page 449.)

CHAPTER XIV.
A Favurex Visrarn.

« Canst thou not minister to @ mind diseasod,
Pluck from tho memory a rooted sorrow,
Raze out tho written troubles of the brain ;
And with some sweet oblivious antidote,
Cleanso the stufi’d bosom of that perilous stuff,
Which woighs upon the heart.—Shakespeare.

The Vestal Virgins were honoured and esteemed:
among the Romans. The ovder was founded by
Numa Pompilins for the purpose of feeding the:
sacred flame in the Temple of Vesta. The Palls-
dium brought from Troy by Eneas, and other

sacred relics were placed under their charge. The-

number at first was two, then four, and afterwards,,
when the tribes were increased, it was raised to
six. Whenever a vacancy occurred in the Order,
the Pontifex Maximus was required by the Lex
Papia to sclect twenty virgins of good family, free:
from bodily defects, and with various other quali-
fications. One was chosen by lot, and the Pontifex
Maximus taking her by the hand led her as it were
by force, from her parents. They were not thus.
properly elected, bub in o manner taken, whence-
the expression “ capere virginem Vestalem.” They
were admitted into the society between the years.
of six and ten, and were vowed to the strictest.
chastity for the space of thirty years. The first.
ten were passed in a noviciate, when they were
tanght the ceremonies, and perfected themsclves.
in the duties of their religion. The next ten were
spent in the active discharge of their sacerdotal
functions, and the remaining ten in teaching and
instructing others.  After the thirty years were
completed, they were at liberty to leave the Order,
and choose any condition of life that best suited
their inclinations. They seldom availed them-
selves of this privilege, as it was deemed unlucky.
Their dress was a white robe, and a fillet round
the head. They enjoyed very important privileges.
They were free from parental control, whenever
they went abroad a lictor bearing the fasces pre-
ceded them, a Consul or the Proctor being obliged
to give them the way. In all public enfertain-
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ments, they had the best seats, and if in their
walks they casually lighted upon a malefactor led
to execution, they had the power of delivering
him from the hands of justice, but they had to
make oath that their meeting was purely accidental,
and not brought about by collusion or design.
On the other hand their punishments were of the
severest character. Upon commission of any
trifling fault they were scourged by the PontifeS
Maximus, who had the charge of them, and most
cruelly if they permitted the sacred fire to go out.
Vestals convicted of unchastity were buried alive
in the Campus Sceleratus. The sacred fire was
kept in earthen vessels hanging in the air, which
the vestals tended with the utmost carve, as the
fire was one of the most holy pledges of the city.
Should it by any means have become extinguished,
all public and private business was suspended, and
a vacation proclaimed, till they had expiated the
unhappy prodigy with incredible pains. Upon
the kalends of March, every year, although it was
not extinguished, they used to renew it with no
other fire than that which was produced by the
rays of the sun. It was seldom that the fire went
out.

Sometimes the vestals fell from the paths of
virtue, and the very terrors of their fate seem to
Lave formed an incentive to Roman seducers to
work their ruin.  One of the most terrible acts in
the cruel life of Domitian was in executing a vestal
virgin accused of having broken her vow of charity.
Thirty cases of condemned vestals are recorded,
but it was generally the custom to allow them to
commit suicide. Domitian however resolved to
carry oub the sentence in all its horrors, so as to
gain credit for holy austerity, he the most aban-
doned of voluptuaries. The crime was never
proved ; the accused was never confronted with
her accuser. Domitian had prevailed upon a
knight, under a promise of pardon, to confess to
the crime of seduction, a confession which he re-
called when the tyrant, regardless of his promise,
gave kim up to the sentence of the law, that of
being scourged to death in the forum. Cornelia
Maximilla, the senior vestal was the victim. The
unhappy woman was borne in a covered litter to
the Colline gate; a subterranean chamber was
excavated; bread, water, milk, oil, a burning
lamp and a couch was laid in ib; as they were
leading her to the place of execution, she called
upon Vesta, and the rest of the deities to attest
her innocence, and amongst other exclamations she

cried out: “Is it possible that Ceesar can think
me polluted.” As she was going down into the
subterraneous cavern, her gown canght upon
something in the way, upon which turning back
to disengage it, the executioner offered her his
hand, which she refased with some horror, as if
she could not touch it without impurity. She was
buried alive, preserving to the last the appearance
of a consummate chastity.

Such a terrible fate might have discouraged the
vestals from incurring it, bub in the first year of
Trajan’s reign, one morning Sempronia the Vestal
was not to be fonnd in the temple, and the sacred
fire committed to her charge, had gone out. The
city was searched, but no trace of her could be
discovered, her brother Sempronius the Centurion,
searching euerywhere for her, till at last years
passing it was supposed she had fallen into the
Tiber, or lost her life in some mysterious way. All
the time however she had never quitted Rome, for
Balbus had been the seducer, and in his house she
had been concealed from the eyes of her pur-
suers. _

A tall beautiful Roman she was, and one who
seemed born towield the destiny of nations. Shehad
loved Balbus, and he had loved her, but time and
remorse or her part, and satiety on his, had dis-
sipated the affection which had made them incur
such a terrible risk. Sempronia too late found
she had fallen a victimto a worthless voluptnary,
who within a month had tived of her, and en-
gaged in the pursuit of new victims. The gloss
of nobility of mind which had captivated her soon
wore off, and her seducer oftentimes reeled to her
drenched with wine. Disgust ensued, followed
by tears and reproaches, which so worried Balbus,
that on one occasion he struck her to the ground.
He was aghast at his unmanly deed, and attempted
by renewed blandishments to win her forgive-
ness. She smiled once more upon him, but swore
in her heart revenge. DBalbus would have fain
sent her out of Rome to a foreign land, but she
steadily refused all his offers.  Safety lay in re-
maining in Rome, while in another country she
would assuredly be discovered by some Roman
living there. Balbus was forced to acknowledge
this troth, and much against his will she remained
in his house. There was little chance of discovery
there, his slaves were too faithful, and she never
appeared in public, and kept to her own chamber
when Balbus entertained company.

When Balbus resolved upon marrying Lais, he
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was terribly perplexed how to break the news to
Sempronia, and what to do with her. If she re-
mained in his house Lais would become cognisant
of her existence, and others too, for his scheme of
ambition, included a handsomely appointed table,
and a house full of guests. Yet he could not
forego Lais, he was mad to possess her, and this
madness led him to commit deeds from which in
other moments he would have shrunk. Although
Bacchanalians, Lais and Phryne were too cautious
to imitate the excesses of their fellows. Whenever
the dance grew violent, they quietly withdrew, and
left others to pursue the diabolic revelry. After
his interview with Lais, he resolved to have an
understanding with Sempronia.

Sempronia was plying the distaff as he entered,
She lifted her eyes, once bright as stars, but now
sad with the water courses of tears. Her features
once vound and beantiful, were now spare and
haggard ; grief lad been busily at work in her
heart, and the once lovely Sempronia was but a
storm tossed wreck on the ocean of life. Even
the heart of Balbus smote him as he looked upon
her, and if such a feeling were capable of pene-
trating his soul, remorse at that moment touched
it.

“Thou lookest but poorly, Sempronia,
thou not be persuaded to try another clime #

¢ Could that clime bring forgetfulness, Balbus,
then would I gladly seek it. DBut the Blysian
fields would be Phlegathon with the vulture gnaw-
ing ab my heart.”” -

“ Nay, Sempronia, let not this unavailing woe
crush thy spirvits. Credit me, change of scene
would work a marvellous change. Why not try
the sunny land of Greece. Who could know thee
there 77 '

“Were I to walk the streets of Rome at the
broad -noontide, who wonld recognise in these
wasted lineaments, a daughter of the Sempronii,
the once beautiful priestess of the chaste Vesta?”

“Why recall the past. I have forgot it.”’

 Aye, doubtless,” replied Sempronia, with
scornful bitterness, “what is the past to thee,
nothing. Dost thou believe in the vengeance of
the outraged Vesta, or in the blasting curse of
heaven 7" :

“Enough for the day is the evil thereof.
When death comes then we will speak of the
hereafter. I wish yon Sempronia to leave Rome,
money shall not be wanting, wealbli sufficient to
beggar your wishes.”

Wilt

“No, I leave not Rome. Ileave not the place
of my birth, where the urns of my ancestors lie.
I know not but to smrrender myself up to the
cruel death they have doomed me, would be
preferable to this horrible life: such a sacrifice
might please the gods.”

“ And I, Sempronia,”
affright.

“ Oh, rest easy,” said Sempronia sombrely, “1I
have no desire to give myself up yet, or rnin
yow.”

“ Curse her,” mufttered Balbus, “can she be
hatching some plot to ruin me. What evil spirit
tempted me to link myself with her. I have told
you,” he said aloud, “Iwish you to leave Rome.
I am about to make some change in my household
affairs.”

Sempronia looked keenly ab him, and then said
quietly. ‘Do you intend to marry ?”’

«1 do, and that is why I wish you hence.”

< Aye,” replied Sempronia, the mistress must
give place to the wife, perfectly just, and I acknow--
ledge that my presence would be embarassing..
Lot me however remain here till the last moment.
Two days before you bring her home, tell me, and
I shall go.” :

“ Money in abundance shall go with you,” said
Balbus, delighted at her condunt, “as much
money as you please. I shall have a ship with a.
faithful crew o accompany youw.”’

“Good. I accept all your offers.
me.”

Balbus left the room with a jaunty satisfied air,.
and Sempronia gazed after him with a deadly
eye.

“Go, go,” she muttered, ““in confidence, in
security, but when the hour of thy triumph has
come, and thon thinkest that life’s wildest joys
are spread out in a banquet before thee, then be-
ware, for the time of my vengeance has ar-
rived.”

Balbus went janntily towards the house of Mur~
tins, and lie thought how silly women were, how
easily led by the nose—especially by one so clever
as himself. Then the future stretched out before
him with its mighty vista of greatness : the uncle
of Caius, what might he not aspire to, the Consul-
ship, perhaps the Praetorship, who knew, perhaps
even a prouder honour than that. The Jewish
blood swelled in his bosom, aye, the imperial
diadem might be his—for was his wealth not
fabulous ; easy for him to buy the soldiery. What

asked Balbus, in

Now leave
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an empress would Lais make, and his brow flushed
with a passionate fire, as he thought of her. He
laid his hand upon his heart to still its beatings,
for the simple thought of that woman shook his
soul to its depths. Strange power of love, for it
was love, degraded, earthy still love, that he felt
for her—a love that would have made him fling
his wealth into the sea at her bidding, and kill
himself to win a smile. A bad man’s passion.
leads him to lengths that a good man would
shudder at. His very wickedness makes his
Passion the stronger, and renders him a dupe,
where he would have duped.

“ Balbus,” said Lais, as they sat together on the
day in question, “hast thou no weeping maiden to
settle with, no lady love to say farewell to before
thou enterest on the wedded life ?*

“ Everything is clear. I had only one bar to
my happiness, it was removed to-day.”

“Some fair one of the Suburra.”

“ No,” replied Balbus, seriously, “it is a deadly
matter if known in Rome. Better to let it vest in
silence.”

“Tell me, although thy destined bride, I will
not scold thee. Come, let me know the length
and breadth of thy wickedness.”

“I tell thee it is deadly,” replied Balbus, with
asigh.

T must know it. Come, T must.”

Balbus looked at her, and then said: “Thou
hast heard of the Vestal Virgin, Sempronia ?’

“BShe who disappeared so suddenly from
Rome 7’

“ The same. She fled with me.”

“With you?” cried Lais, staring at him with
astonishment, “by the gods, Balbus, thou art a
brave man,”

“That may be so, she has been ever since
housed with me. Her present life has not bronght
her consolation for her past, so she leaves this for
another land.”

‘A Vestal Virgin, a daughter of one of the
proudest houses in Rome,” mwmured Lais to
berself. By the gods he is the man for me.
Courage, aundacity, wealth, perhaps he may do.
Let ussee. Well, Balbus, and she leaves Rome.
You are foolish to permit her.”

“I—how. She cannot remain in our house,
and in a foreign land, who is to know that she is
the lost Vestal, the runaway priestess.”

“Xrr on the safe side, Balbus. Send her to a
distant land from whence there is no retwn, and

where recognition cannot injure you. A few liquid
drops will send her to charm’s bark. No danger
to you when she has crossed the Styx.”

“ Would you have me poison her ?”.

“I would have you make her safe, heyond a
chance of discovery,” said Lais coldly.

T will think of it.”

“You will do it,”” muttered Lais.

(To be continued.)

MASONIC NCTES AND QUERIES.

THE FORMATION OF TIIE GRAND LODGE IN 1717.

I beg to submit the following quotations from my
Masonic Mems. as they seem to bear upon the sub-
ject of the formation of the Grand Lodge in 1717,
referred to by our esteemed Bro. W. J. Hughan in
last week’s issue.—Jarrs TREDERICK SPURR.

“ 54.p. 1666. ‘Thomas Savage, Earl Rivers succeeded
the Earl of St. Albans as Grand Master, and in this
year the greatest part of the City of London was
consumed by fire, so that the Freemasons were
encouraged to rebuild it again, and the Depuby
Grand Master, Sir Christopher Wren, formed a
noble design in order to render it the most regular
and splendid city of the world; but his design in
general proved abortive by the obstinacy of some
private persons who would not be persuaded to part
with their properties, though he gave us an elegant
specimen of his workmanship in the rebuilding of
St. Paul’s. ,

“A.p. 1674. George Rivers, Duke of Buckingham,
became Grand Master, and was succeeded in 1679
by Henry Bennett, Earl of Azlington, who being
much engaged in state affairs could not attend to the
welfare of the Craft, though during his Grand Mas.
tership many persons of the first distinction were
admitted. , :

“aD. 1685. Uponthe death of the Barl of Arling-
ton the lodges met and chose Sir Christopher Wrén
Grand Master; but at this time particular lodges
were chiefly occasional. Sir Robert Clayton had an
oceasionol lodge of Masters who met at St. Thomas’s
Hospitalin 1673. :

“King William being privately made a DMMason,
approved of the choice of Sir Christopher Wren and
greatly promoted the interests of the Craft; he like-
wise appointed the Palace of Cireenwich fo be a
hospital for old and disabled seamen and ordered it
to be finished after Inigo Jones’s old design A.n. 1695.

“The same year, Charles, Duke of Richmond and
Lenox, was chosen Grand Master at the annual
assembly in London, and approved of by King
‘William ; and Sir Christopher Wren acted as his
deputy and was again made Grand Master in 1698.

“In the beginning of Queen Ann’s reign Masonry
was rather neglected, which was oceasioned through
the carelessness of several Masters and Wardens in not
chusimg a Grand Master for some years, Sir Chris-
topher being by age and bodily infirmities rendered
incapable of presiding over them. DBut after the
rebellion in the year 1715, the Masters and Wardens
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of the lodees in London, viz., abt the Goose and
Gridiron, St. Paul’s Churchyard; the Crown, in
Parker's-lane, Drury-lane, the Apple Tree, in
Charles Street, Covent Garden; the Rummer, in
Channel Row, Westminster, held a quarterly com-
mumication, in order to consider of a proper person
to preside over them, and on St. John’s Day, 1717, at
their annual feast, chose the oldest Master Mason
from amongst themselves, which was Mr. Anthony
‘Sayer, who was accordingly installed at the Goose
and Gridiron.

“4.p. 1718, Ceorge Payne, Bsq., was elected in
the room of Mr. Sayer, and in the following year,
John Theophilus Desaguliers, T R.S., was appointed ;
and after him, in 1720, Mr. George Payne was re-

~elected. The Brotherhood were now requested to
bring to the Grand Lodge any ancient writings or
records they might have in their possession that
-respected DMasonry, and they were revised and
- ordered to be carefully transcribed for the use of the
-lodges then in being, and the Grand Master bad the
power given him of appointing his own Deputy
Grard and also Lis Grand Wardens agreeable to
ancient custom.

“a.p. 1721, at the Grand Lodge held in due and
ample form on Ladyday, 1720, the Craft had the
satisfaction of seeing Masonry flourish in a most

- extraordinary degree, and the then Grand Master
Payne, proposed the Most Noble John Montague,
for his successor who was accordingly elected on the
24th of June, 1721, at the Queen’s Arms, in St.
Paul’s Churchyard, when several eminent and noble
personages were admitted, and among the rest the
Barl of Chesterfield. Dr. Desaguliers spoke an
eloquent oration in praise of the Craft; and they
then marched in procession to Stationer's Iall,
where a grand entertainment was provided, and the
whole was conducted with great brotherly love and
decorum. His Gtrace the Duke of Montague caused
several communications to be held in all which he
endeavoured to encourage the Craft; and their
constitutions and laws were coilected into one body
by his order and printed for the edification of future
lodges.” :
BURNING A MASONIC APRON.

At page 401 of your MicazINg is recorded a

shriking ineident mentioned by our indefatigable |

Brother Hughan in his “Sketches of Freemasonry in
Cornwall,” namely the burning in open lodge of the
Masonic apron of an unworthy brother. I think
that in his accompanying remarks is implied an
approval of the course pursued by the Falmouth
Lodge, and T presume that Kappa, who, at page 423,
made a few observations on the subject, agrees with
him, as I know.do others whom I have heard speak
- on the point.

Those who have perused a series of articles pub-
lished in your pages in the course of the last year,
bearing the same signature as this, will, doubtless,
-expect me to be of the same opinion; since I have
-spoken very strongly as to the want of moral courage
on the part of lodges and individual Masons, when
they have had constantly before them, not as a brocher
merely, but as a roler, one who they admit has shown
himself to be morally, socially, and intellectually
unfit for so eminent a post, without joining the

moreover, I have commented on fhe unwillingness of
those at the head of the Craft to take cognizance of
disreputable proceedings, which have in various ways
beeu formally set before them.

1t appears to me, however, that the burning of the
apron is not a dignified proceeding on the part of the
lodge, and that the infliction of disgrace and a refusal
of the privileges of brotherhood might be attained in
a preferable manner. Moreover, I cannot see what
right a lodge has to take and to destroy an apron
more than any other article of property, which has
been paid for by the individual, and over which,
therefore, no one but himself has legally any control.
Were a person in such a position, smarting under
what he wodld feel to be indignities and insults, and
probably caring little for the Craft, to complain to a
magistrate, I fancy he would have no difficulty in
obtaining redress, in a form which might involve those
guilty of such an act in some trouble. Undoubtedly
the principle is good, and much benefit might arise
if it were more frequently acted upon, but the manner
of carryinlg it out seems to me so objectionable that
it should not be adopted without serious considera-
tion.—P. L. :

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by Correspondents.

SUGGESTIONS AS TO OUR CHARITIES.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FRERMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIREOR.

Desr Siz axp Broruer,— Under the above
heading a letter appeared in your last week’s issue,
to the writer of which I beg to tender my individual
and personal thanks, without committing to my
views any member of committee, or either of the
brethren alluded to by name, though I cannot think
I should much err if I ventured to return thanks on
behalf of all. As regards that portion of your
correspondent “ W. N. Kim’s ™ letter having general
reference to our Charvities, it appears to me there
cannot be two opinions. The great end I have
striven hard for five years to attain is to induce each
lodge in its corporate capacity to make our Charities
the leading subject of interest. By judicions manage
ment—Dby a curtailment of expenses without sensible
interference with social enjoyment—by legitimate
stimnlants to special contributions for charitable
purposes — there is no reason why every lodge
throughout the Craft should rot annunally devote to
the support of our Charities an average sum of
twenty guineas. This organisation would not inter-
fere with individual donations or subscriptions from
those whose means enable them to gratify their in-
clinations, but would have the effect of enlisting
support from a very large number of willing con-
tributors to a lodge fund, who would nob care to see
their names appear separately as donors of small
sums—their hearts Jarge, bub their resources limited
—and who are desirous of fulfilling their Masonic
obligations to the extent permitted by a legitimate
regard to the wants of themselves and families,

I' confidently echo your correspondent’s assertion.
I know “there is in England, especially amongst
Masons, money to be got for the asking.” I bave
repeated well nigh to weariness that, noble as are

few who bave made an effort to be rid of the stain; | the contributions to our Charities, the support now
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received is nothing compaved to what it might be if
all did their duty, aud to what I firmly Dbelieve it
will be, when time and circumstances shall have
permitted all to be awakened to asense of their duty,
and when the discharge of that duty shall be re-
garded as the highest and holiest enjoyment of which
a Mason can be susceptible.

Your correspondent says, “But our brethren the
three Secretaries in Liondon should combine to render
the plan effectual” In answer to this, J thinlk I
can say with confidence that combined propositions.
have been from time to time submitted—that my
collengues and myself work most harmoniously to-
gether—that the members of the various committees
act in unison, and are actuated by singleness of
purpose and oneness of motive. The cry from our
Macedon is, “ Who will come over and help us, who ? ”
and this cry is raised until we sometimes fear we
swell nigh weary our friends, and oceasionally risk
giving offence to those who do mnot feel quite so
warnly as your correspondent.

On the subject of rewards I entirely concur with
“W. N. Kim,” and do not anticipate any great
difficulty in providing a suitable recognition of valu-
able services. In reference to that portion of the
letter having special allusion to the Boys’ School, I
-can only say that the accomplishment of what is
therein desired is one of the cherished objects of my
life. To show that this subject has not been lost
sight of, let ‘me quote from the report issued at the
anniversary festival in March last. “The second
subject referred to is the admission of from twenty to
thirty boys on payment annually of, say £25 or £30,
to be educated, clothed, and maintained, and treated
in every respect in the same manner as those boys
admitted by election. There is a very large class of
brethren upon whom the burden of the education of
a large family presses most severely, but whose
children would not be properly qualified 'candidates
for the ordinary benefits of the institution; and it is
thought that a proposition for the admission of this
class of pupils would meet with the approval of the
great bulk of the governors and subscribers.”

I forbear from trespassing further upon your space
this weel. TLet this suffice for the present. With
twenty additional boys admitted this year,—a new and
increasedstafl of masters,—breathing time isnecessary.
Only let our friends not relax. Let Stewards for our
Testival in March next, and in each succeeding year,
multiply in numbers and in the amounts resulting
from their exertions, and results yet undreamed of
shall be accomplished through the agency of the
Royal Masonic Institution for Boys— a first-class
middle school. Yours (raternally,

Frepericx Bivcexes, Secretary.

REPORT OF THE LAST MEETING OF THE
YARBOROUGH LODGE, No. 554

%0 THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND JMASONIC MIRROR.
oy

‘7R SIR AND Broriurr,—Referring to the re-
which I sent you of our last meeting, and which
s in your issue of the 15th inst., I have to
i.oze for my having inadvertently omitted to
¢+ itat the chair of K.S. was occupied by our
. tecmed and worthy retiving WM., Bro. 'W.

Jostau GREZN, Sec. 554,

THE MASONIC MIRROR.

% All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-street
Strand, Londou, W.C.

MASONIC MEMS.

ReyOVAL OF THE Doric Lopge (No. 933).—The meetings
of this lodge which have hitherto been held at Bow, will, in
future, as announced in our advertising columus, be held at the
Masons hall, Masons Avenue, Basinghall-street.

Wrxcnestee Masoxic Hann Codpaxy.—The prospectus
has been issued of the Winchester Masonic Hall Company
Limited, with a capital of £1,000 in 200 shares of £5 each. We
notice amongst the provisional directors the names of seveval
brethren standing high in the estimation of the Craft : Such as
Bro. G. Naish, F. Prov. G.W., chairman; Bros. J. Rankim
Stebbing, Past Grand Deacon; Charles Sherry, P. Prov. G.W,,
&e. The Won. Sec. is Bro. Alfred Swmith, of Winchester, .
Prov. G- Reg.  We will allude in our next to the features de-
tailed in the prospectus In the meantime we will only add Shat
the scheme has our best wishes for its success.

Masoxic IsstrucrioN.—The fifteen sections will be worked
by Bro. J. Thomas, P.M., 507, &c-, and W.M., in the United
Pilgrim’s Lodge of Instruction (No.507), at the Durham Arms,
Harleyford-road, Kennington, on Friday, the 4th prox., as
announced in our advertising columns. We trust the brethren
will muster in force upon the occasion, oub of respect to our
esteemed Bro. Thomas. Lhe United Pilgrim’s Lodge, though
not one of ths oldest lodges, has produced many exeellent and
accomplished working Masons, among whom not the least is
Bro, John Thomas, who is well deserving the support of the
brethren, not only on account of his virtues as a man,—benevo-
lence being hisdistinguishing characteristic,—but also on account
of his excellence as a Mason whether Craft, Arch, or Mark.

METROPOLITAN.

Mou~t Lepavox Lobge (No. 73).—This distinguished old
prosperous lodge held its regular meeting on Tuesday, December
19th, at the Green Man Tavern, Tooley-stveet, Southwark. The
lodge wasopened by Bro. Frederick Walters, P.M, assisted by
Bros. G. Morris, 8.\W.; D. Rose, as J.\V.; L, Harris, P.M,,
Treas.; J. Donkin, P.M., Sec.; F. II. Ebsworth, S.D.; D. Rose,
J.D.; M. A, Loewenstark, L.G.; A. . Steadman, D.C.; G.
¥ree, W.S.; R. Stevens, Chipperiield, 1. Prince, Retzbach,
Guunetl, Croxford, Jackson, Hide, Harman, Billington, Duseck,
Marshall, Williams, IKnott, Baker, Delaney, Burke, and others
too numerous to mention. Awmongst a large number of visitors
were Bros. James Stevenson, of the Freemasons Magazine,
Roberts, Williams, and others whose names we were unable
to ascertain, The ninutes of the last and an emergency meeting
were read and unanimously confirmed. Ballots were taken for
Messrs, Skeeus, Saunders, and Waller, which were declaved to
be wnanimous in favour of their adwmission. Messrs, W. IH.
Cook and D. Waller being in attendance, were introduced sepa-
rately, and initiated into ancient IF'reemasonry. Bros. Williams,
Kuott, and Baker were passed to the degree of Fellow Craft
Freemasons.  All these ceremonies were impressively and ably
given by the presiding W.M. Bro. J. C. Goody, W.M, then
took the chair, having unavoidably been detained through the
train being late. The election Dy ballot resulted in Bro. Geo.
Morris, S.W., being unanimously elected W.M., and Bro, E.
IHarris, .M., Treas., was unanimously re-elected Treas. for the
third time. Bro. Wm. Aldbouse was re-clected ‘Tyler, and
Bro. W. J. Lning, P.M. 43, was unanimously re-elected Assistant
Tyler. The audit wmeeting was appointed to be held on
Monday, December 31st, at seven o’clock p.m., at the lodge
house, and all the P.M.'s were unanimously elected auditors.
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I‘n conseqdence of the great number of applieations for initia-
tion, it was agreed to hold an emergency meeting on Friday,
December 28th, at half-past six o’clock p.m., so as to lessen the
work on the installation night. The lodge was duly closed.
Doxarie LopeE (No. 177).~The installation meeting of this
lodge took place on Friday evening, the L4th inst., at Andevton’s
Hotel, Fleet-street, and was very numerously attended. Bro.
J' Simpson, W.ML, presided, supported by Bro. W. I. Smith,
S.‘\V.;. Pryor, J.W., and the rest of the officers, besides the
following P.M.’s, Bros. J. Smith, Treas. ; Elmes, Sec.; Carpen-
- ter, Marshall, Brett, Haydon, Wilson, Thompson, and Osborne.
There was a numerous body of visitors, including Bros. Stevens,
V.M. Albion Lodge; Sissons, P.M. Temple Lodge; Laing, P.AL
Strong Man Lodge; Buss, P.M. Egyptian Lodge; Emmens, G.
Purst.; Beard, P.M. Temple Lodge; Nicholson, P.M. Old Con-
cord Lodge; &c. The lodge having been opened, the following
gentlemen were infroduced and initiated into the mysteries of
ancient Freemasonry: Messrs. Green, Giles, Crusoe, Silverton,
and Wallace. The lodge was then opened in the second degree,
ax‘xd Bro. Hodges was passed to the degree of a F.C. Bro.
Simpson, the W.M., then vacated the chair, which was taken by
Bro. Brett, P.M., and Bro. Marshall, P.M., presented Bro. Smith,
the W-M. elect, to receive from him the benefit of installation.
The lodge was afterwards advanced to the third degree, and
afterwards resolved into a Board of Installed Masters, cighteen
bemg present, when Bro. Smith was duly installed into the chair
of K.S, as W.M. of the Domatic Lodge for the ensuing year.
The brethren were then admitted and the W.M. was saluted in
the three degrees, and the usual addresses delivered by the
Installing Master. The W.M. then appointed bLis officers as
follow : Bros. Pryor, 8,W.; Wolfe, J.W.; Foulger, 8.D. ; Tanner,
J.D.; Margenson, L.G.; and Bradley, Tyler. Bro. Pulsford was
appointed as Dir., of Cers. A vote of thanks was proposed by
Bro, Thompson, P.M., to Bro, Brett for thie able manner in which
he had performed the ceremony of installation, which was
seconded and carried unanimously, and Bro. Brett returned
t}.lanks for the mark of favour the brethren had shown towards
bim. After some business had been disposed of, the lodge was
cl.os'ed in due form. The brethren then adjourned to the large
dining hall for refreshment, and nearly one hundred brethren
sat down to an excellent banquet, prepared in Bro. Clemows’
best sbyle. After the cloth was drawn the W.M. proposed the
usual loyal and formal toasts. Bro. Emmens, P.AL, of the Old
Concord Lodge, and G. Purst., returned thanks for the Depnty
Grand Master and the rest of the Grand Officers; and Bro. J.
Smith reburned thanks for the Past Grand Officers, asking the
brethren to support him on the oceasion of the festival for Aged
Freemasons and their widows, when he would represent the
Domatic Lodge as its Steward, and a very liberal subscription
was the result. “The Health of their brother Initiates,” was
the next toast, for which Bros. Silverton, Green, Crusoe, Wallace,
and Giles, severally returned thanks. The W.M. in giving “The
Health of the Visitors,” said he was pleased to see many of
them present that evening, and gave them a hearty weleome,
Bros. Stevens, W.M. Albion Lodge ; and T. Beard, P.M. Temple
Lodge, returned thanks, Bro. Simpson, I.P.M., proposed “ The
Health of the Worshipfal Master,” and enlarged on his many
excellent qualities.
the mombers of the lodge for placing him in such an elevated
position, and he could assure them that be wonld do his duty to
the best of his ability, and if he could only do it half so well as
his predecessor, he should be happy indeed. The W.AL next
gave “ The Health of the Past Masters of the Lodge,” and said
he could say withoubt fear of contradiction thab the .M.’s of
the Domatic Lodge were as efficient as any in the Craft, and
they were willing at any time to do any duty that might be
required of them. As regarded their I.P.AL, Bro. Simpson, he
had great pleasure in placing on his breast the handsome jewel
which the brethren had voted to him, and wished him health
and long life to wear it. Bros. Simpson and Carpenter severally
veturned thanks, the latter in his usual characteristic and
facetious munner. “The Officersof the Lodge,” was next given
for which Bros. Pryor, Tanner, and others returned thanks,
Some other toasts were given, and some excellent songs sung
by Bro. Green and other brethren, rendered the eveniug onc of
unmixed pleasure, which was brought to a close at cleven o’clock.
MEercmast Navy Lopce (No. 781).—This flowrishing lodge
held its usual monthly meeting at the Silver Tavern, Burdett-
road, Limehouse, on Wednesday, the 12tliinst. Present:—DBros.
C. R. Killick, W.M.; Davis, S.W.; Bracebridge, J.\WV.; Ielps,
SD.pro tem.; Daniell, P.M.,, J.D. profen.; Bradbury, I.G.;

The W.AL in reburning thanks, thanked-

E. T. Read, Hon. Sec., P.M.; "Bro. Wright and many other
brethren; also Bro. Moore, of Lodge Temperanece, No. 169, as a
visitor. The Jodge was opened at G o'clock precisely and the
minutes of the last regunlar lodge read and confirmed. Bro.
Holt and Scheerboon being candidates for the second degree,
and after satisfactorily answering the usual questions were
entrusted and withdrew. Lodge opened in the second degree
and these brethren respectively passed to the degree of Fellow
Craft. Ab the request of the Secrctary, Bro. Read, Bro. Potts,
P.M.,, kindly gave a lecturc on the Tracing Board in this degree,
which elicited the warm approval of the brethren present. The
lodge was resumed in the first degree and the proposition for a
joining member having been made and duly seconded was
ordered to stand over till the ensuing month. Nothing further
being offered lodge as ecustomary closed with solemn prayer, and
the brethren adjourned to refreshment, and affer the usual loyal
and Masonic toasts had been given and duly responded to, Bro.
Wright, P.M., gave Our Masonic Charities,” a toast, he felb
assured the brethren of Merchant Navy Lodge would receive as
it deserved. He had asked permission of the W.M. to allow
him to give this toast thus early, as he had frequently seen
that, by giving this toast at an advanced hour, many of the
brethren had retired, and by that means it wus not responded
to as it ought to be. He felt highly gratified that this lodge
would be ably represented ab the Festival in January next, by
Bro. Bracebridge, their I.iV., and he flattered himself that all
the brethren would on this cccasion contribute to one or more
of the charities. The health of the W.AL was then given, and
after some very flatbering encomiums passed upon him by the
P.M. Bro. Wright, the W.M. replied very briefly that during
his tenure of office he had endeavoured conscientiously to do
Lis duty, and thanked the brethren sincerely for their uniform
kindness to him. The health of the Visitor Bro. Moore, P.M.,
Temperance Lodge No. 169, was then given, and the W.M. took
oceasion fo observe that it always afforded the brethren of
Merchant Navy Lodge much pleasure in welcoming any Bros.
who would honour them with their presence. Bro. Moore, in
reply, thanked the W.M. and the brethren for the kindly wel-
come they had accorded him that evening, and if he might be
permitted he would allude, firstly, to the Masonic Charities
that had been spoken of by Bro. Wright. Ie was pleased to
find that a steward would be sent from that lodge, and he
hoped thabt a liberal sum would be collected. In a lodge of
instructiou which he belonged to it was the custom with every
member to contribute one shilling weekly, and when it amounted
to a sum sufficient to purchase alife governorship it was bal-
lotted for. By this means, with the small outlay of one shil-
ling a week, every brother in the course of time would be in
possession of a life governorship, and he felt assured, if all
Jodges adopted that course, many more poor brethren, widows,
and orphans wonld be benefitbed by those noble institutions.
He was glad to find that the lodge of instruction of Merchant
Navy Lodge had been resuscitated, and he hoped the brethren
all would give his suggestion their serious consideration. He
concluded by thanking the brethren, and he hoped that some
of them would pay him a compliment by visiting lim at his
lodge, The W.AL ther gave the health of his officers, and in
doing so made special allusion to Bro. Read, their indefatigable
Sec., who had proved himself in every respeet a most efficient
officer. e need not remind the brethren how necessary it
was to the lodge and its Master to have a good Secretary-—
one who understood his duties, and was always willing to fulfil
them. Such was their position with reference to Dro. Read,
and he felt assured that the brethren all would accord him
that praise which he so justly deserved. Bro. Davis, 8.\W,, in
veplying on behalf of the officers, assured the W.M. and
brethren tnat they all felt a pleasure in conducing to the wel-
fare of the lodge by their exertions, and should leave it to
Bro. Read to reply to that portion of the toast which had
special reference to himself. Bro. Read thanked the W.M.
for the kind manner in which he had spoken of his officers,
and particalarly with regard to himself, as Sccretary. He
certainly had endeavoured to fulfil the duties pertaining to tue
office conscientiously, and, he was highly gratified to Lear,
with such satisfaction to the brethren. Ife congratulated them
upon their continued prosperity, and the great increase to
their numbers, and he hoped that the same kind and genial
feeling wmong the brethven might long continue, The Tyler's
toast hrought the meeting to a close. Some excellenb songs
were rendered by Bros. Wright, Potts, Killick, Read, Bradbury,
Reeves, and Michaelson,
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Rorvarn Aznerr Loves (No. 907).—This lodge held its usual
meeting on Monday the 17th inst., at Freemasons’ Hall. The
lodge was opened by Bro. J. Smith, P.M. and Treas., assisted by
Bros. W. H. Farnfield, S.W.; C. Chard, J.W.; R. W. Little,
P.M. and Sec.; H. J. Lewis, S.D.; Rev.J. M. Vaughan, J.D.; E.
Terry, LG.; T. R. Lewis, P.A.G. Purst.; W. Watson, P.G.
Steward; J. A. Farnfield, P.M.; Rev, P. M. Holden, J. Dennis,
R. Briant, C. T. Chard, G. G. Hepburn, A. B. T. Worley, T.
Morton, C. Vidler, H. Ravaison, W. Nugent, S. Frankenstein,
Captain E. Little, &. The minutes were duly confirmed, and
Bro. Frankenstein was passed to the second degree. Bro. T.
Lewis, .M., brought forward a motion of which he had given
notice relative to a proposition fee, and the same being seconded,
was carried unanimously. The lodge was then closed ard the
brethren adjourned to the bangnet, under the presidency of Bro.
T. Peters, WM. The arrangements of the manager, Bro.
Gosden, for the comfort of the brethren gave general satisfac-
tion. Amongst the visitors present were Bros. Mason, G.S.B.,
Peck, P.M., 834; Fox, P.M,, 19; Turner, S.WV., 1056; Taylor;
29 ; Gee and Elliott, 186.

Dorrc Loper (No. 938).—This lodge held its usual monthly
meeting on Wednesday the 12th inst., ab the Earl of Eglinton,
North Bow. In the absence of the W.A., Bro. Gilchrist,
through illness, Bro. Scurr, P.M., presided assisted by Bro.
Robottom, S.1V., Bro. Barnes, J.W., and a large attendance of
brethren and visitors. The business of the evening consisted
in passing Bros. Griffin and Paterson to the degree of Fellow
Craft and initiating Mr. Samuel Thompson into the mysteries
of the Order, both ceremonies being performed by Bro. Scurr
in his usual impressive and faultless manner. Bro. Austin of
the Crystal Palace Lodge was proposed a joining member and
after three brethren were appointed to audit the accounts for
the past year the lodge was closed and adjourned until the
second Wednesday in January to the Masons Hall, Masons
Avenue, Basinghall-street, City, where the future meetings
of the lodge will be held as announced in our advertising
columns,

PROVINCIAL,

DEVONSHIRE.

East Stoxemouse.—ZLodge of Sincerity (No. 189).—This
lodge held its usual meeting for the transaction of business on
the 10th inst. Ameng the intended business was that of pass-
ing Bro. Noel to that of a Iellow Craft, e having been
initiated into the Order at the previous meeting. Unhappily,
however, that gentleman had in the meantime fallen a victim
to his professional duties, baving taken scarlet fever while
attending a child, and he was then lying dead. A greab deal
of sympathy was felt and expressed at his sad decease Dby
several brethren present, to whom he had been previously
known, and it was determined that the fee of six guineas
which had been paid at the previous meeting by the deceased,
should be repaid to his bereaved mother. It was also further
determined that a letter of condolence to Mrs. Noel should
be sent from the lodge, expressive of its deep sympathy for
her great affiiction, in the loss of so worthy and excellent a
son. Bro. W. H. Maddock, W.3M., invited such of the oflicers and
brethren as could find it convenient to be present at the funeral
of their deceased brother on the following morning. Two
candidates were advanced to the degree of Fellow Craft, and
it was determined to hold the winter banquet of the lodge on
'{{hursday, the 3rd of January next, at the Duke of Cornwall

otel.

LANCASHIRE WEST.

Liverroor, TeMrie Lopee, 1094.—PRESENTATION TO BRrO.
. Tmoxas Marsm, P.M., P.G.S., axD 10 Bro. Tusz, Ora,

The usual meeting of this lodge was held on the 12th inst.,
ab the Masonic Temple, Hope-stveet. The lodge was opened
by the W.M. Bro. Dr. R. H. D. Johnson, W.M., assisted by
Bro. Jawes Mercer Johnson, S.\W., J.D. ; Bro. Dr. J. K. Smith;
J. W. Ma;>h, See.; Wood, Treas. ; Sheldon, 8.D.; Hendry, S.D. ;
Crane, P.8(.; Dyke, I.G.. ; Winstanley and Pearson, Stewards
Tubb, Org ; Villiams, D.C.; Visitors, Bros. W. Laidlaw. P.M.,
P.G.S.; John Porter, W.M. G67; Buxendale, P.M.; Ormskirk,
W. J. Priest, 220, &e., &e.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed,
the Dballot was taken for the initiation of Messrs. E. Gilbert,

H. Tyrer, John Taylor, and A. M. Jaeger, and the ballot having
proved unanimous in their favour, they were initiated into
Freemasonry, the working tools being given by Bro. J. K.
Smith, J.\V. Bros. Caridia, Balli, and Demetercoplo wishing
to pass the 2nd degree, were examined and found good. .

" The lodge waa opened in the 2nd degree, when Bros. Balli,
Caridia, and Demetercoplo werc dualy passed to the degree of
Fellow Crafts, the working toolsin this degree being given by
Bro. J. M. Johnson, .3V, in a very impressive way.

A gentleman was proposed for initiation, after which the lodge
was called from labour to refreshment,

On the vemoval of the cloth the usual formal toasts were
wven.
& Bro. Jayes Haxer, P.G.T., returned thanks on behalf of

" the P.G. officers.

The W.M., in proposing the next toast, “The health of
their newly-initiated brethren,” congratulated them on being
enrolled amongst Freemasons, and he believed they would do
honour to the Craft.

The newly-initiated brethren severally returned thanks for
being received into the Order, ond trusted they would prove
good members of it.

The W. MasTER next gave ““The Visitors,” expressing the
gratification he felt ab secing them present, and hoped they
would soon visit them again. He gave them all a hearty and
cordial welcome. The toast was drunlk with all Masonic honours.

Bro. W. Latpnaw, P.M., returned jthanks on behalf of the
visiting brethren, and said he was much pleased with the truly
Masonic welcome they had received, and said it would be to
thewt a source of great gratification to again have the oppor-
tunity of mixing with the brethren of the Temple Lodge.

The W. MasTER addressing Bro. Marsh, said: Bro. Secretary
" Mavsh, during your absence the brethren present have passed a.
proposition to this effect, that you should have presented to you
a special mark of their appreciation for your earnest and arduous
labours in connection with the formation of the Temple Lodge.
Your assistance to the original promoters not only in its for-
mation, but in the purchase of jewels and ornaments, has been
most valuable, and whilst it has saved us a Jarge amount of
expense, it bas proved to us the great love you have for the
institution in general, and this lodge in particular. We wish it
to be distinctly understood that althongh we are highly pleased
and feel ourselves indebted to you, for the manner in which you
perform your duties as Secretary, still that has nothing what-
ever to do with the present festimonial. The brethren of the
Temple Lodge throngh me, as their WM., desire to prove to
you that your untiring exertions have been noticed and
esteemed by them, and it gives me a great amount of pleasuve
to be the medium of presenting you with this beautiful and
claborate silver inkstand. It will be both ornamental and use-
ful and I am sure it would be superfluous to wish, while you
refiain i, that a pen may never be dipped there for a dishonour-
able purpose, nor that the ink it may contain, shall never foul
or sully a page. You have obtained high honours in the Craft,
and we congratulate you as W.M., P.M., and an officer of the
Provineial Grand Lodge, you have fulfilled your duties honour-
ably and well. As Secretary to the relief committee, your
puncbual attendance and great perseverance have become
specially remarked, and we beg to express our esteem for those
great and good qualities you possess, and not only possess but
cause to shine forth most prominently, May the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe give you for many many years, health,
power, and disposition to exert yourself for the Masonic cause,
and may the Most High, who observes and records all thoughts,
words, and actions, enable, and dispose you to so walk through
this world, that you may be deemed worthy of being received
into the Grand Lodge, when you shall be ealled hence.

Bro. Mazrst having received the very beautiful gift said :—
I am sure you wil pardon any defects in expression of my
sincere and heartfelt appreciation of the unbounded kindness
and confidence which has been expressed not only in so sub-
stanbial a form, but also through the eloquent speech of the
W.M. To be connected with such a body of gentlemen and
Masons forming the Temple Lodge is of great pleasure to me,
and I am sure this evening will be one of the brightness
pictures which will hang on memory’s wall. To cach and all
of you I would respectfully offer my grateful acknowledge-
ment for the great forbearauce you have showed to my many
faults and shortcomings. I again thank you for so noble and
beautiful a momento of your confidence, a confidence which

I hope will never be forfeited hy me.



494

~.

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

{ Dec. 22, 1866,

——

The . AastER then addressed Bro. Tubb as follows :—Brao.
Tuabb, the brethren oj the Temple Lodge this night assembled to-
cether, have unuanimously passed a resolution to the effeet thatyou
should have an address presented to you, and I have the honour
and esteem it a pleasure of being the instrument through which
this their desive is conveyed. Before placing this clegantly
executed address into your hands, it is first my duty to state to
You and the visiting brethren here present the reasons which
have induced us to act in this manner towards you. They are
heeause you kindly on the formation of this lodge undertook
the ardous and at times not pleasant oflice of Organist, ardous
in that you are not only expeeted to be at the lodge punctually
to the moment when opened, but that daring the entire lodge
hours you are ealled upon to exercise vourself both physically
and mentally; and not pleasant in that you are to a great
‘extent prevented from mixing intimately with your brethren
and unable to see much of our ceremonies (teing altogether
in the back ground. Because you have performed those duties
ably and to our entire satisfaetion, and beecanse you have con-
-sidered it proper to resign your oflice when you yourself found
‘unother brother, who you, in your own modest manner, state
is.gifted with greater professional skill than yourself, and who
is willing to undertake the ofiice which you have vacated.
IBhiese are some of the reasons which have induced us to present
“to you this address, but not all. I do not wish to hurt your too
susceptible feelings by enlarging upon your merits, and the tan-
gible proofs you have given to us of your zeal for Masonry, and
your love of the Temple Todge, they are patent to almost al),
but I cannot allow this present opportanity to pass by without
adding, from my own individnal experiences and acquaintance
with you, a few remarks upon what I consider to be your zreat
merits. Kindness, courtesy, aflability, a readiness at all times
to undertake any duty within the compass of your attainments,
brotherly love and truly Masonic conduct, not only in but with-
out the lodge, those virtues shine most conspicuously forth in
Your character, and have eudeared you to us all. You have
@10wn your interest in the Craft, by at a great amount of iabour
and expense, rendering our organ able, when properly handled,
te give much superior music than it could before.  You have
proved your interest and love for this our lodge, by presenting
to it one of the most elegant ornaments any lodge in Ingland
possesses, in the shape of a ballot box; but it is not for these
gifts, although great and valuable, that we this night take
the present mode of showing to you our high appreciation,
00, 16 is rather that, we find in you a true brother Mason, one
who not only professes but practices those duties and virbues
which we all onght, but T am sorry to say, do not follow and
ack according to. The violet is not less sweeb and beansiful
because it is modest and retiving, neither is n man to be less
admired and estecmed because he 3 possessed of these qualities.
Although, Bro. Tubb, we lose you as our Organist, still you will
be one amongst us, and so long as we have a Pubb in the lodge,
T am sure we shall never be af any loss for a Stave.  That you
may live long to be an ornament to the lodge and a pattern to
the brethren, is my, and I am sure, the desire of zll the
brethren attached to the Temple Lodge. -

Bro, Tuss, in reply to the address presented to him, said :
W.M, S. and J.W,, and brethren all,—You have conferred upon
me a very anxious duby, and, at the same time, a very pleasing
oue, in presenting me with the very bandsome address which
you have done in this lodge. In joining Freemasonry I had no
personal motives to serve, and after my initiation so impressed
was I with the duties of the Craft, that I at once determined
that whatever might Iny in my power to do for the benefit of
the Order I would do it. What has been contributed to the
lodge by me has been more thaw vepaid by the handsome, vory
handsome address-which you, Worshipful Master and brethren,
have been pleased to present to me in this lodge. I do, and
always did, feel it a very high honour to preside as your Organist,
and in resigning that office, wlnch I do with vegvet, it isa
pleasure to me to know that in my suceessor you will find an
able and & worthy brother. Although I shall not be with you
for the future as your Organist, I hope and trust to be amongst
you for many, many years to come, and that our regard for
cach other may never be diminished. Your presentation to me
this evening makes me glad to find that T have met with your
esteem, and [ trust that my conduct will always be such as to
merit its continuance,

Bro. Pagano presented to the lodge a very beautiful stand for

the ballob-box; Bro. Corica also presented to the lodge a very
beautiful cover for the same. Bro. Jawes Hamer, P.GT, pre-

seuted to the lodge a very handsome guard de vin ;5 Bro. C.
Campion presented to the lodgea very beautiful silver-mounted
snuil-box.

The best thanks of the lodge was presented to Bros. Pagano,
Coriea, Campion, and Hamer.

The following was the inscription on the ink-stand : —

¢ Presented to Bro. Secretary Marsh, P.M., by the officers
and members of the Temple Lodge, 1,094, as & mark of their
approbation of his valuable assistance rendered to the pro-
moters of the above.

“ Dee., 1866.”

Moved by the W.M. and seconded by Bro. Johnson, S.W., to
Bro. Bichard Tubb, Organist of the Temple Lodge, No. 1,094,
of the ancient Traternity of free and accepted Masons of Eng-
land,—* Dear Sir and Bro., in common with the brethen of the
Temple Lodge, we beg respectfully to offer you our heartfelt
thanks your zeal and many acts of kindness to the members of
this lodge, particularly in putting the stop in the organ, and
hydraulic power to the same.  Your kind econduct and brotherly
regard to us commands the intellectual respect of your
brethren, and create towards you their warmest feelings of per-
sonal regard. May you enjoy many long years of unalloyed
happiness, enhanced by every domestic blessing in health and
prosperity, and may you ever be surroudded by brethren as
sineere and affoctionate as those of the Temple Lodge.

On behalf of the members,

R. H. D. Jouxsox, W.M.
J. MeRrcER Jauxsoxy, S.W.
Js. XK. Sarem, J\W.”2
“ TroMAS MARsIL, Sec.
Dec. 1866.”

SOUTH WALES (WESTERN DIVISION).
ABERYSTWITIL—dberystwith Lodge (No. 1072).

The installation meebing of this lodge took place at the lodge
room, Bellevue Royal Hotel, on Wedneaday, the 5th instant.
There were present Bros. J. D, Perrott, W.AL (P.M. and W.M.
651, I. Prov. G.S. of Works); John Jones, S.W.; G. T. Smith,
J.W.; . L. Cole, J.D.; Gorman Clark, L.G.; John Davies,
Treas.; Stanley J. Balcombe, Hon. Sec.; Lieut.-Col. Pryse,
T. J. Stooke, G. B. Cumberland, 1. M. Vaughan, Theodore Paul,
J. Williams, J. Boandy, J. Garland, C. R. Williams, J. Pauli, J.
Beroon, C. Raw, C. E. Longeroft, N. Bray, H. S. Richardes, J.
Vaughan, and J. W. Szinmper, Stewards; R. de la Hoyde, Octa-
vius Rowe, I. I%. Roberts, Jonathan Pell, R. Selby, and many
others whose names we have not been able to gather.

The lodge was opened in due form by the W.AL, and after the
minutes of the previous lodge had been read and confirmed,
ballots were taken for W.AL and Trens. for the ensuing year.
Bro. G. T, Smith was unanimously chosen W.3., and Bro, John
Davies Treas.  Bros. Rowe and Raw were raised to the sublime
degree of M.M. G. Lodge certificates were handed to eight
brethren,

Bro. Licut.-Col. Pryss (Lord LieutenantjCardiganshire), then
rose, and said he had been entrusted with a pleasing duty, viz,
to present to the W.AL of the lodge a testimoniai of the csteem
in which he was held by the brethren, and thanked him, both
personally and generally, for the very great courtesy, patience,
and kind feeling he had always shown to the members of No.
1072

The testimonial, consisting of a silver inkstand, Dbearing a
suitable inscription, Col. Pryse then bhanded to Bro. Perrott,
expressing the hope that he might be spared for many years to
aid in diffusing the light of our noble Order, and assaring him
that be would ever be held in the highest esteem by his brothers
of 1,072.

Bro. Perrorr replied in a most feeling manuer, thanking the
brethren for the gift, and expressing his pleasure that his ser-
viees had been appreciated by them, and further assuring ther:
that, whenever lie could be of any use to the lodge, he shou'.
be only too happy to atteud. He coucluded by expressing. 51
opinion that Le left the lodge in good hands, and that L
Heved the brethren had made choice of a most fit anl sile
Master in Bro. G. I Smith.

Bros. Cumberland and Longeroft were pase:’ ;.
degree.

Bro. G.'f. Smith was then presented to i
W.M. eleet, and all below the rank of P.AM. he iy retired, Bro.
Perrott as installing Master duly installed Smith in the
chair of K.8, in amost impressive manner ; ¢ »ivlempt to praise

3

the I°.C.
V.M. as the
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the working of any ceremony by such an able Mason as Bro.
Perrott, would be only to “paint the lily and gild refined gold,”
so we will content ourselves by saying the installation could not
have been better performed, we have before had the pleasure of
drawing attention to Bro. Perrott’s great labenrs for the good
of the Craft, on this oceasion he eclipsed himself. The members
were then readmitted, and having saluted the W.M. inthe three
degrees, he proceeded to appoint and invest his officers for the
ensuing year—rviz. : Bros, J. D. Perrott, LP.AIL.; F. R. Roberts,
S.W.; BE. M. Vaughan, J.W.; John Davies, Treas.; J. W.
Szlumper, Hon. See.; E. L. Cole, 8.D.; Gowan Clark, J.D.;
John Jones Dir. of Cers.; J. Vaughan and T. Paul, Stewards;
C. R. Williams, L.G.

Mr. B. P. Jordan who had been previously ballotted for was <
then introduced and initiated by the W.M,, Bre. G. T. Smith,
in a manner that would not have disgraced a Master if that was
the concluding ceremony of his year of office, instead of the
inaugural one, and we congratulate the brethren upon having
secured the services of a brother evidently so well skilled in the
Craft, and who moreover so fully acts up to the grand principles
of brotherly love, relief, and truth. We augur a prosperous
career to this lodge during the second year of its existence, and
wish it every success with so good a Master at the helm.

The lodge was then closed with solemn prayer and in perfect
harmony, and ab half-past sis p.m., the brethren sat down to a
banquet served up in the best style, the table was covered with
all the delicacies of the season, and the entire arrangements re-
flected great credit upon Bro. Pell. The usual loyal and Ma-
sonic toasts were duly given, honoured, and responded o by the
brethren, and the proceedings were enlivened by some capital
songs, rendered in good style by Bros. the W.M., Jesse Baker,
Octavius Rowe, and others.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

SUPREME GRAND CONCLAVE.

The following Agenda was issued to the members of Grand
Conclave, summoned for the 1dch inst., upon the Most Eminent
and Supreme Grand Master taking the throne :—The Grand
Conclave will be opened in ample form. The Grand Registrar
will call the muster-roll. The minubes of the last Grand
Conclave will be read. The report of the Committee will be
read.

Motion to confirm the report will be made, pursuant to
notice given.

Sir Knt. W. J. Meymott, P.G. Captain, C.D.C., will propose
the following resolution :—

That the following addition be made to the statutes, under
the head « Grand Master ”— The Grand Master may, if he think
proper, by the advice and with the consent of a majority of the
Committee at any meeting specially summoned to hear the
complaint against any wmember of the Order, or at any
adjourned meeting of such Committee, suspend any member of
the Order for such time as he may think {it, or may finc any
member of the Order in such sum of moncy as he may think fit,
or may dismiss any member of the Order from any oflice which
may then be held by him, or may pass such other sentence
on any member of the Order as he may think fit, such judg-
ment being approved by a majority of the members present ab
any such meeting of the Committee.”

And in like manner Sir Knight Rinckes will propose that the
following addition be made :—

“That in the ease of any Encampment of Knights Templar
holding a warrant granted prior to 1791, and which warrant
gives power to confer degrees not connected with the Order of
Knights Templar and IKnights of Malta, sueh degrees being
now under the jurisdiction of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, a
warraut of confiemation shall on proper application be granted
by the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, assuring to
each Encampment all the powers it possessed under the
original warrant so far as the Orders of Knights Templar
and Knights of Malta are concerned, leaving to the members
holding such original warrant the discretionary exercise of
the powers therein contained, so long as they are kept separate
and distinet in every respect from the Order of Kuights
Templar and Knights of Malta.”

'I‘ncidcntal business may be spoken to.

- The Grand Master will be nominated and elected in manner

as of ancient rite accustomed, for the three years next ensuing,

The Grand Master will present his portrait to the Grand
Conclave.

The Grand Chancellor will move an addrees and thanks te
the Grand Master.

The Grand Almoner will collect the alms.

The first paymeut to the Benevoleut Faud of the Order will
be made.

The Grand Conclave will be closed in ample form.

NOTICE.
GRAXD PrIORY OF T1HE ORDER OF MALTA.

A Driovy of the Order of Malta will be held under the
auspices of the Observance Priory, when any Knight Templar,
who has given due notice to that effect, will be admitted
into the Order, and none but K.K.M.M., will be allowed to
remain.

Every Knight of Malta must wear the Jewel of the Order,.-
but Templars’ robes will be admissable pro kae vice.

The Observance Priory haviug been closed, a Grand Priory
of Malta will be opened in ample form by the Most Eminent.
and Supreme Grand Master.

‘I'he report of the Committee will be read.

A motion will be made to confirm the report.

Incidental business may be spoken to.

The Grand Priory will be closed in ample form.

By order, M. H. SHUTTLEWORTH,
Grand Vice-Chancellor.

Ab the Half-yearly Grand Counclave of Xnighls Templar, heldi
at the DMasonic Hall, Bedford-row, on Friday, the l4th.
December, 1866, the following Sir Knights were present-—
The Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, William
Stuart, on the throne, supported by the Very High and:
Ewinent Deputy Grand Master, Colonel Vernon, aud by the
Rev. Kdward Moore, the Grand Prelate of the Order; and
the Very Eminent Prov, G. Commanders—for Devonshire, the
Rev. John Huyshe; Dorsetshire, Charles J. Vigne ; Worcester~
shire, Henry J. Vernon; Nottingham, His Grace the Duke of”
Neweastle; Hampshire, W. W. Beach, M. P, ; Oxfordshire,.
Colcuel Bowyer ; Esscx, Major Burney ; Gloucester, Dr. Bryant ;
Northumberland, Rev. J. C. Ogle; Lancashire, Albert Hudson
Royds ; Hertfordshire, Geo. Francis; Norfolk, B. B. Cabbell;.
Yorkshire (North and East), the Right Honorable Lord Londes-
boreugh ; Surrey, Dr. llarcourt; Somerset, Dr. Falconer ;
Yorkshire (West), Rev. Dr. Senior; Kent, Colonel Clerk and
China C. Rawson, or their Deputies. The Grand Seneschal,
Lord Skelmersdale; the Grand Prior, the Hon. . Walpole; the
Grand Sub-Prior, the Right Honorable the Earl of Limerick ;.
the 1st Grand Captain, George Cornwall Legh, AL P.; 2nd Grand
Captain, J. M. P. Montague; the Grand Chancellor, Sir Patrick
Colquhoun D.C.L.; Grand Vice-Chancellor, M. H. Shuttleworth;.
Grand Registrar, Joseph Lavender ; Treasurer, Charles Goolden,.
M. A.; the Grand Chamberlain, Colonel Birchall ; the Grand
Hospitaller, Frederick M. Williams, M.2.; the Grand Dir. of
Cers., William J. Meymott; Assistant G. Dir. of Cers., James E.
Thomson ; Grand Superintendent, Robert Mercer ; Grand Con-
stable, 8. R. . Shilton; the Grand Provoest, C. Chandos Pole;
the Grand Almoner, the Rev. J. H. Grice; the Grand Warden,
George Lambert ; Grand 1st Expert, Rev. R. Saunderson ;
Grand 2nd BExpert, W. J. Gumbleton (for R. Ridley); Grand
1st Standard Bearer, 12, T'urner Payne; 2nd Standard Bearer,
Edward 8. Stillwell (for the Rev. J. B, Phillips) ; 8rd Standard
Bearer, I Wilton ;. 4th Standard Bearer, J. Bolderson; 1st
Aide de Camp, 1. Tarner (for J. Freeman), 2nd Aide de Camp,
Capt. Hastie (for W.H. Wood) ; 1st Capt.of Lines, C. Greenwood ;
R. Radelifte, 2nd Cupt. of Lines; J. J. Forrester, 1st Herald ; W,
R. Maby, 2ud Herald; W. Ganz, G. Organist; H. Mulliner,
Sword Bearer; W. 8. Salting, G. Banner Bearer; Captain
Philips, P. G. Sub-Prior; Captain Boyle, P. G. Sub-Prior ;
R. Costa, P.1st Captain; Colonel Goddard, P. 1st Captain;
W. A. Powell, P.G. Lxpert ; R. J. Spiers, P.G. Captain;
I L Bovebell-Herne, D. Prov. G.C. Hertfordshire; L. Newall,
D. Prov. G.C. Laneashire; W. H. Wright, Prov. G. Chancellor,
Lancashive; C. C.\V. Grifliths, Prov. G. Chancellor, Worcester ;
‘T, Coombs, Prov. (£.3.1. Dorset; W. Smith, C.E., P.G. Assist.
Dir. of Cers.; I*. Binckes, I.G. Assist. Dir. of Cers.; J. W. Figg,
P.G.B.B.; W, Blenkin, P.G. Chamberlain; R. Woof, P.G.
Chamberlain; R. Spencer, P.G.S.B.; and members from the
following encampments: London encampments—Observance,
Mouut Calvary, Faith and Iidelicy, ‘The Frederick, St. Georges.
In the province of Surrey, from the Harcourt, Sir Knts, W.
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Blenkin, Dr. Willet, A. D. Clark, W. T. Harrison; from the
Grove, Sir I{nts. C. E. Amos, T. A. Smith, J. L. Allan, J. Gower,
C. C. Dumas, W. Fish, Captain Hastie, J. Hart, W. Stuart, J.
C. Sharp. In the provinee of Hertfordshire, from the Stuart,
Sir Knts. J. A, Copeland, I. Finch, Captain Birchall, H. IH.
Burchell-Herne, T. I". Halsey. In the province of Kent, from
the Kemys Tynte, Sir Knts. G. Cockie, Captain Dadson, J. J.
Forrester, J. Forrester, Colonel Clerk, Captain Boyle, Captain
Philips, Captain Saudeman; W, Swmith, P.E.C.; J. W. ligg,
G. Lambert. In the provinee of Essex, from the Temple Cress-
ing, Sir Knts. R. Farren, Dr. Lilley, H. ', Smith, P. W, Mitchell,
W. N. Rudge, G. Fraser. In the province of Oxford, the Creur
de Lion, Sir I{nts. R. J. Spiers, A. B. Fraser, R. Palmer, the
Rev. W. I. Short, G. H. Rainy, R. P. Palmer. In the province
of Hampshire, from the Royal Naval, Sir Knts. W. Brignall,
Major Jackson, Dr. Bogg. In the province of Suffolk, from the
Royal Plantagenet, C. T. Townsend, F. B. Jennings, E: G. W.
Rands, J. W. Whitbread, J.T. Helms, E. Dorling; from the
Cabbell, the Hon. I. Walpole. In the province of Lancashire,
from the Albert, Sir Knt., R. Hutchinson; from the Hugh de
Payens, J. Hornby, R. Radeliffe ; from the Hope, Learoyd Tour;
from the Faith, J. Geruldson ; from the Jerusalem, J. M. Wilke,
J. Bolderson; from tne United, Colonel Rirchall, W. . Wright;
from St. Michael, Lieut. Seymaour; from the St. Salem, James
Hampson, Major Brabazon Lowther. In the province of Glou-
cestershire ; from the Bladud, Sir Knts. H. Lee, J. Lawson, J,
Starkie; from the Baldwyn, W. I\, Taylor, W. A, Powell. In
the province of Worcestershire, from the St. Amand, Sir Kuts.
H. Guft, C. C. W. Griftiths, W. H. Wood. In the province of
‘Warwickshire, from the Howe, Sir Knts. the Rev. W. K. R.
Bedford, J. B. Hibbert, H. J. Edwards, J. Gundry, F. Jennings,
H. Mitchell, and many other knights, who omitted to sign their
names, notwithstanding the great and extra precautions taken
by Sir Knt. Meymott. There were at least 130 present.

The grand officers entered about a quarter past three, when
after the opening of the Grand Conclave in ample form, the
muster roll was called over, the minutes of the last Grand
Conclave were read, and then the following report :—

REPORT oF THE COMMITTEE OF GRAND CONCIAVE.

Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master:—The state of the
Order of the Temple, over which you preside, has been so fully
set forth in the preceding reports, that little remains this
semester but to report the progress of the last six months.

It bas pleased you, most eminent and supreme sir, to appoint
Sir Knight Thomas Clarke Marshall, Provincial Grand Com-
mander for the West Indies, vice Sir Knight Delamere, resigned,
and to grant warrants for holding encampments at Cape Lown,
-under the style and title of the Southern Cross, and in Canada
West, to be holden at St. Catherine’s Town, under the style and
title of the Plantagenet. These bring the total number of
commanderies ranging under your banner up to 106, and in-
creases, together with additions to other camps, the estimated
number of the Knights by 400.

Two provincial grand commanderies are at present vacant,
that of Cheshire, and of Staffordshire and Warwickshire, which.
you will doubtless fill so soon as eligible Grand Ofiicers can be
found,

The complaint of the Provincial Grand Commander for Devon,
made at the last conclave, having been fully discussed by the
committee, in accordance with a motion to that effect, a decision
bas been arrived at which that oflicer declared would, in- his
opinion, satisfactorily settle the question at issue, and therefore,
the committee recommend that a statute be passed to obviate
any doubts which might arise in the future.

Since the last’ grand conclave was held, appeals against the
judgments of that body have been received from the provineces
of Victoria, South Australia, and Bombay. These having been
duly submitted to the Grand Chancellor, as the judieial officer
of the grand conclave, he decided én genere, that no review ean
be held of the judgments or sentences of grand conclave, the
decrees of which, as the last court of appeal, are final, and
cannot be impeached, in consequence of which they were dis-
missed. :

There have been no other appeals during the last semester.

The negotiations for a eonvention with Scotland, on the basis
of reciprocity, have been conducted by the Grand Chancellor,
who procecded to Edinburgh for the purpose, intrusted with your
full powers, .

This convention will be laid on the table of the grand conclave
50 soon as it shall have received the formual ratification of both
the contracting parties.

It is trusted that you will now turn your attention to Ireland
with the view of coneluding a convention with that country on
the same basis, 2and containing like stipulations, the reciproeal
advantage of which to all three countries cannot for a moment
be questioned.

The Order of Malta does not at present exist in Scotland.
The Grand Chancellor assured the Scotch plenipotentiary of
your willingness to render any assistance in your power with
a view to introducing this distinguished Order again into the
sister kingdom.

The Grand Almoner’s fund amounts to £26 3s. 5d.

Your committee is happy to state that the financial resources
of the Order have been able to mect the heavy outlay to which
the Grand Conclave has been exposed, and trusts confidently
that with care and economy the report may be more satisfactory
in the future.

Lastly, your Committee has every reason to congratulate you
and the Grand Conclave on the general state of the Order, but
more especially on your having consented to continue the
administration of the oftice you have so long held with such
credit to yourself, and advantage to all those who range under
your banner. ;

By order of the Committee of Grand Conclave,

P. Mac. C. de Corquitouy, Grand Chancellor.

This report was confirmed upon the motion of Sir Knight
Gumbleton and seconded by Sir Knt, Boyle. Sir Knt. Mey-
mott then moved, pursnant to notice, the following resolu-
tion :—

That the following addition be made to the statutes, under
the head “ Grand Master.”

“The Grand Master may, if he think proper, by the advice
and with the consent of a majority of the Committee at any
meeting specially summoned to hear the complaint against any
member of the Order, or at any adjourned meeting of such
Committee, suspend any member of the Order for such time
as he may think fit, ov may fine any member of the Order in
such sum of monecy as he may think fit, or may dismiss any
member of the Order from any office which may then be held
by him, or may pass such other sentence on any member of the
Order as he may think fit, such judgment being approved by a
majority of the members present at auny such meeting of the
Committee.”

He gave reasons showing the necessity for the additional
statute and explained that the Committee coincided with the
views he himself held and then asked the Grand Conclave to
allow the statute to be added.

The Deputy Grand Master cheerfully seconded the proposed
motion, feeling it necessary to give this great power to the
Grand Master and the Committee.

The Earl of Limerick did not object to the very great power
now proposed, but hoped Sir Xnt. Meymott would add to the
statute, or at any rate noi object to his proposed amendment
to the sentence the following words, “such member may,
however, appeal against any such judgment to the next Grand
Conclave, provided he at the time of appeal pays into the hands
of the Grand Treasurer the sum of £5 as a security, together
with the sum, if' any, that he is ordered to pay as a fine, such
sum ov sums to be returned, should the judgment be reversed
on appeal, but otherwise or if the appeal is not made to the
next Grand Conclave, the sum or sums are to be paid to the
'und of Benevolence.

Sir Knt. Meymott, with the D.G. Master, consented to the
amendment. Another statute in that form was added.

Sir Knt. 1% Binckes then moved, pursuant to leave of the
Committee, that the following statute be passed by Grand Con-
clave :—

“That in the case of any Encampment of Knights Templar
holding a Warrant granted prior to 1791, and which Warrant
gives power to coufer degrees not connected with the Order of
Knights Templar and Knights of Malta, such degrees being now
under the jurisdiction of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, a War-
rant of Confirmation shall on proper application be granted by
the Most Iminent and Supreme Grand Master, assuring to
each Iincampment all the powers it possessed under the original
Warrant so fur as the Orders of Knights Templar and Knights
of Malta are concerncd, leaving to the members holding such
original Warrant the discretionary exercise of the power therein
contained, so long as they me kept separate and distinet in
cvery respeet from the Order of Knights Templar and Knights
of Malta.”

He stated that this proposed statute was agreed to at the
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last meeting of the committee, in consequence of the discussion
that had taken place about the Provincial Grand Commander
for Devonshire acting as the head of a chapter of Rose Croix,
and in which proposal Sir Knt. Huyshe quite concurred. Sir
Knt. Huyshe had no objection to second the proposal to add
the statute. e desired that the two orders should be kept
separate and distinct from all degrees of I'reemasonry, and he
was quite satisfied with the result of the discussion in the com-
mittee. Sir Knts. W. A, Powell and the Earl of Limerick both
desired a slight amendment to this stutute. Their chapter, the
Baldwyn of Rose Croix, and some others, did not range under
the authority of the Supreme Grand Council. They bad no
objection to the statute if the proposer would omit the words,
““such degrees being now under the jurisdiction of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite.”

After some discussion the statute, as amended, was allowed
to be added. .

The G. Chancellor then stated the next business—the election
of a Grand Master of the Ovder for the ensuing three years.

The D.G. MASTER at once rose, and begged the M.E. and S.G.
Master not to exercise his prerogative, and act as, perhaps, his
usual kind sympathies would induce him to do, namely, to Jeave
the hall, so that their opinion and votes might be lett unfettered
by his presence. Me then made some most felicitous aund
touching remarks, alluding mysteriously to the hidden secreb
behind yonder crimson silk curtain, and begged to move the
re-election of the M.E. and S.G. Master for the ensuing three
years. :

Almost every one present at once rose from his seat, and held
aloft his sword ; no, one, in fact, could be heard for the hearty
cheer.

Sir Knt. Huysne formally seconded the proposal, which was
put and carried, not only unanimously, but clamorously.

The G. MASTER spoke very feelingly, and said, how he had
quite wished to retire—how he had prepared to leave behind
him a speaking momento of himself—how he had been over-
ruled and over-persuaded—and how he had reluctantly, and yet
somehow willingly, consented to continue his seat and his rule,
and then he begged the acceptance by Grand Conclave of his
portrait, painted by Sir Knt. Rosenthal,

At a signal from the Dir. of Cers. a crimson silk curfain was
withdrawn, and a life.like portrait of the M.E. and S.G.M.
was exposed to view.

The G. Chanceller, Sir P. CornQuumoux then advanced, and
asked if the G. Conclave would allow him, as its mouth-piece.
to express the feeling of the members present. He then read
an address written on a roll of vellam, made a most feeling
address, and concluded by moving a resolution of thanks, and
that it should be emblazoned on vellum and framed, and pre-
sented to the G. Master.

ADDRESS TO TIE GRAND MASTER.

Most Eminent and Supreme Sir,—The Grand Conclave has
deputed to me the agreeable duty of offering to you the thanks
of that body for the portrait of yourself which you have been
pleased to present to Grand Conclave. 1 am also charged to
congratulate you on your re-election for the third time to the
high and honourable post you have so long and so worthily
filled. I have it in charge to assure you of the devotion and
deep esteem in which you are held by the Grand Conclave,
which has endeavoured, by the unanimity of its chioice, to testify
its appreciation of those eminent qualities by which you have
endeared yourself, individually as well as collectively, to the
members of the Order. Yon have been pleased to present your
portrait to the Grand Conclave, and I am also desired to assure
you that it will ever be a cherished memorial of your presence
amongst us—albsens @ nobis presens ut sies—though it needs
not this tangible materiality, this outward and visible sign, to
reveal you to our recoliection, We trust you will be long spared
to wield your baton of office, and that, as a true and faithful
Knight, you will not desert us while health and stvength is
your own, but, true to the lust, like the blind monarch, who,
with his bridle interlaced between that of his knights on either
side, died fighting, will abide among us so long as the Most High
will permit, and quit us only at His stern command. To multiply
words would be but to adulterate the sentiments which we wish
“to convey. Your presidency over the Order will be marked by
many salient facts. You nssumed thé conduct of the Order as
an infant struggling into life; you have bronght it to stalwart
manhood. The Convention with Scotland will be remembered

your work, and the effect of this measure will unite us in

close bonds with that country, from whose royal line you derive
your origin as they were first politically united under James VI.
The appropriate hall in which we now meet we owe principally
to your munificence, though we, at the same time, must deplore
the circumstance which necessitated its establishment. Your
gifts to this Conclave have been multifarions, and over-well
selected ; the more appreciated as emanating from yourself.
Your liberality has been extended to all in want, nor has your
left baud known what your right hand did. In conclusion,
allow me to convey to you, most Eminent and Supreme Sir, the
sincere hope of this Grand Conclave, that although, {empore
labuntur tacitis que senes cunus annis, you will be long spared to
those who are near and dear to you, and to those Orders whose
affection you have so justly deserved.”

After the reading of this address, which was received with
long continved acclamation, the Grand Chancellor concluded
with the following motion :— )

“ That the sinceve cordial and heartfelt thanks of the Grand
Conclave be presented to the Most Eminent and Supreme
Grand Master for his kind and courteous gift of a portrait of.
himself in his fnll robes as Grand Master of the Order, pre-
sented this day to Grand Conclave.” ‘

“That this resolution be not only entered on the minutes of
Grand Conclave, but that a properly illuminated exemplification
of it be executed on vellum and presented to the Grand Master,
signed by the Deputy Grand Master and the Grand Chancellor.”

These motions having been put by the D.G.M., and adopted,
by acclamation, the &.M. acknowledged the compliment as
follows :—Sir - Knights,—Being now considerably advanced in
life it was my intention to have declined re-election to this
important and honourable office, and but for the urgent wish
expressed by its leading members, on whose sincerity I could
rely as representing the feelings of the Order at large, I should
bave adhered to that determination. Tt was with this view that
I directed my portrait to be painted as a remembrance of the
past. As it is, you have chosen to retain the substance as well
as the shadow. I sincerely thank the Grand Conclave for the
flattering sentiments that that body has conveyed to me in so
public 2 manner, and allow me to assure you that if my gifts
have been acceptable to the Order, they have conferred far more
pleasure on the giver than they can have done on the recipients.

Sir Knt. Wilson, Comp. of Antiquity Bath, brought under the
notice of the Sir Knights assembled the case of Sir Knt. Firman,
afflicted with a softening of the brain, with a view of inducing
individuals to assist in getting a son into the Boy’s School.

The G. Almoner then collected the alms, which was an-
nounced :—

Balance in hand ...ccoveniiviniininne
Received this day ..,..ccovviiinninns

Total......verunrn.. £37 18 11
The Grand Conclave was then closed.

The G. Master stated that in about ten minutes the meeting
would be constituted into a meeting of a Priory of the Order
of Malta, under the auspices of the Observance Priory. The
G.D.C. asked those who desired to be admitted to the Order of
Malta, and had previously submitted their names, to retire to
the room prepared for the purpose.

The great and splendidly decorated hall was in about a quarter
of an hour quite transformed as it now was into a Priory of the
Order of Malta, at least a third of the Knights changed their
dress into the proper and appropriate dress of a Knight of Malta.
On the admission of the candidates—who underwent the pre-
liminary stage of the administration of the Mediterranean Pass,
given to them in the large ante-room, now fitted up as a chapel,
&e.,, we found the Grand Priors all arranged at the east
table. Sir Xnts. J. Huyshe the E. Prior; Cap. Philips, Captain
General ; Col. Clerk, Lieutenant-General; Earl of Limerick,
2nd Lieutenant; Col. Derring, 3vd Lieutenant; at the west
table, Sir P. Colqulioun, G. Chancellor; C. Goddon, G. Trea~
surer ; J. Lavender, G. Hospitaller; Capt. Boyle, G Marshal ;
R. J. Spiers, G. Admiral; Rev. C. R. Davey, G. Conservator;
C. Chandos Pole, G. Baillic; L. Newall, and others; at the
altar, J. Binckes, G. Cap. of Outposts; M. H. Shuttleworth, G.
Viee-Chancellor. .

Sir Wnts. Captain Sanderman, Guard of the Banner of B, ;
S. TRosenthal, Guard of the Bamner of L.; W. H, Wright,
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Guard of the Banner of D.; Rev. J, Saunderson, Guard of the
Banner of R.; W. S. Salting, Grand Banner of A.

The following members of the Knights Templar Order then
were duly passed and impressively admitted to the Order of
Knights of Malta: Sir Kuts. J. M. Montague, P.G. 2nd Capt. ;
Dr. Harcourt, P.G.C. Surrey ; Hon. F. Walpole, G. Prior; F. M.
Williams, JA7.P., G. Hospitaller; Colonel Birchall, G. Chamber-
Iain; J. J. Forrester, &. Herald; R. Radcliff, G. Capt. of Lines;
Rev. W. H. P. Besford, Captain Hastie, W, Fish, W. Blenkin.
J. V, Morgan, R. Spencer, W. Smith, C.%., J. Jamieson, J. L,
Sim, J. M. Wilke, Colonel Goddard, Dr. Willett, W. F. Harrison,
E. Turner, J. Hughes, G. Noel Money, Colonel Jackson, H. S,
Edwards, A. J. Copleland, Major Smith, W. N. Rudge, Dr. Bogg.
C. C. Pole, J. L. Allen, W. Brignall, F. Jennings, W. C. Leymow,
At the conclusion of the ceremony the E. Prior left his seat.
which had been placed in front of the throne, and resumed his
stall, the chair was resumed, and thus the Grand Master on his
throne was seated at the head of the priory. The meeting was
then declared to be a duly constituted Grand Priory in England
of the Order of Malta. The G. Chancellor read the following
report

ReporT oF Toe COMMITTEE OF THE GRAND PRIORY oF

Mazra.

Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master,—With reference
to the allusion made to the Order of the Knights of Malta last
year, an Order which has been in abeyance for a long series of
years, your committee has the honour to report, that with the
view of introducing au uniform system of working which should
emanate from competent authority, you appointed last antumn
a special commission, composed of the Grand Master of (lere-
monies, Sir Knt. Captain Boyle, and the Grand Vice-Chancellor,
to examine into and report on the order, and submit a plan
which should meet the exigencies of the case.

That commission having terminated its Jabours submitted
the result to you in committee on the first of last month, and
obtained the requisite sanction for its adoption. The result
appears from the working of the Observance Priory this after.
noon in the presenee of many of the Grand Oflicers, and which
cannot but be considered as satisfactory, and to reflect great
credit on the care and assiduity of the commission.

With the view of investing the Order with greater solemnity,
it is strongly recommended that Priories be not held on the
same day as Encampments.

Your Committee trusts that the working of the Order to
which sanction has been given will be found to be satisfactory,
and suggests that the thanks of the Grand Priory to the com-
mission may be added to those which it has already received
from yourself, but more especially to the Grand Master of the
Ceremonies for the trouble he has taken, and the taste he has
displayed in the details of the ceremonial.

By order of the Committee of the Grand Priory,

: P. Mae. C. de Corquirovy, Grand Chancellor.

This was adopted. The Grand Priory was closed in ample
form, and the knights adjourned.

The hall presented a truly magnificent appearance, every stall
was occupied, and each knight arranged under his banner, and
many of the representatives of Provincial Encampments had
floating aloft their own or the bannerof their Prov. G. Encamp-
ment. The whole forming a magnificent coup d’@il unsurpassed
by any meeting of Grand Conclave at which we Lave been
present in Great Britain or elsewhere. Nearly the entire avea
of the magnificent hall was occupied by the Sir Knights, in
addition 1o those occupying the stalle, and every office of honour
was filled by Sir Knights in appropriate costumes; even the
Heralds were corveetly clothed according to heraldic precedent.
The entire proceedings were marked by the utmost order and
regularity, for which the thauks of Grand Conclave are due to
Sir Knt. Meymott, in which be was supported by his able
co-adjutators.

Grand as was the appearance of the hall during the
meeting of Grand Conclave, it was materially enhanced when
the Priory of the Ovder of Malta was opened ; and the various
auxiliary appliances employed during that ceremony, greatly
added to the grand effect and the interest attaching to the meet-
ing. Roth meetings went off with great éelaf, and reflected
great credit upon the prevision exercised by the Grand Chan-
cellor, the Grand Vice-Chancellor, and assistants.  About forty
of the Sir Knights remuined to dine with the Grand Master,

who was supported by the representatives of the Kemys Tynte?
Observance, and Grove Encampments.

[ We are not responsible for the Latin.—F»n. F.M.]

RED CROSS KNIGHTS.

SURREY.

BARNES.— Rose of Denmark Conclave (No. 3).—An influential
meeting of the founders and promoters of the above conclave
was held at the private residence of Dr. Clarke, St. Leonards,
Mortlake, on the 14th inst. The following brethren to be the
first officers, 1. Sir Xnt. Fredk. Walters, M.P.S. ; G. H. Oliver,
V.E.; S. K. Clarke, S.3.; Robert Ord, J.G. and Treas.; W.
Dodd, Recorder; Rev. J. Sydney Darvell, H.P.; Richard
Gurney, Prefect, J. M. Graham, Standard Bearer; the office of
Herald being left open for the present. The by-laws of the
Plantagenet Conclave were adopted as the basis of those ine
tended for the government of the new conclave. Sir Kntf.
Little, G.R., undertook, at the request of the Knights Com-
panions to perform the ceremony of consecration and enthrone
the M.P.S.  The knights then adjourned to a capital repast,
hospitably provided by Dr. Clarke, and the healths of that
gentleman, Sir Knts. Walters, Little, Ord, etec., were cordially,
proposed and warmly received in the course of the evening.

CHANNEL ISLANDS,

GUERNSEY.,

Dovre’s LopGe (No. 84).—The ordinary monthly meeting-
was held on Wednesday December 12th. The lodge was openad:
at eight o'cloek by Bro. Guilbert, W.M., supported by Bro.-
Gallienne, D.P.G.M.; Bros. Churchouse, Hutchinson, Sparrow,
Smithard, Collinette, Wilcocks, and Sarchet, T.M.’s; Coles,
S.W.; Martin, J.W.; Turton, S.D.; Gardner, J.D.; and the:
L.G. There were also present as visitors, Bros. the Rev. rue-
man, No. 814, and Past Provincial Grand Chaplain for Somerset-
shire; Major Dawson, No. 243; Thurston, J.W., 243; Dr.
Hopkins, P.AI., 43, and 958, &e., and Bro. Naish., Besides these:
there were only one or two members of the lodge in atlendance.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed..
On a bullot being taken, Bro. Guilbert was re-elected W.M. ;
Bro. Hutchinson, Treas.; and Bro. Mauger, Tyler. It was de-
termined to have the installation and annwal banquet on the
usnal lodge day in January, instead of December 27th, and a
committee was appoiuted to make the arrangements. On the
proposition of Bro. Dr. Collinette, seconded by Bro. Smithard,
the regulation as to the method of taking the ballot in the
election of W.IM., was made more definite. Bro. Sneath was
proposed as a joining member of the lodge. Bro. Dr. Hopkins
read to the brethren a translation he had been recently called.
upon to malkeof an extract from the writings of Mons Heur

" Martin, the I'rench historian, on the character and autiquity of

Freemasonry, with especial reference to an attempt made not
long ago on the continent, fo diseard the volume of the Sacred
Law and the name of the G.A.0.T.U. from use in Masonic
lodges. The reading was listened to with much interest, as it
had been previously in the Césarée Lodge, Jersey, when given
iu the original language by Bro. Schmitt, a translation of Mons
Martins’ article is given ou another page of our present issue.
The lodge was closed at a quarter past nine, and the brethren
adjourned to the refreshment roon.

JERSEY.

LopGE 1A CESAREE (No. 590).—Continuning our report of the
meeting given in our last; upon the close of Bro. Schmitt’s
admirable address—which is given in another page—it was
proposed by the V.M., seconded by the LP.M. and carried
unanimously, “that the address of the Secretary Bro. Schmitt
be entered on the minutes of the lodge.” 'The Secretary then
read to the lodge a highly instructive article * A few words
on TFreemasonry,” copied from ZLe Siécle, the writer, Mons.
Henri Martin, though not a Freemason, is one of the most
celebrated historians of the day; Mons. Martin, it may he
here stated, was a candidate for a vacant chair in I’Academie
Fraucaise, the number of whose savants is strictly limited to
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orty, he was defeated by a young competitor, Mons. Prevost
Paradot, who obtained his seat in that angust assembly by a
small majority, owing to political influence, We have given
the article in another page, there are points in it which amply
entitle it to the careful perusal and attention of the Cratt.
The Secretary having concluded the reading of this article,
Bros. E. Jaboneau and Capt. Ph. Le Jeune were proposed as
Jjoining members. Several matteras of routine were disposed of,
and the lodge was closed at half past nine in love and perfect
harmony. We must not omit to add that for the translation
of Mons, Martin’s paper, as also of the address delivered by
Bro. Schmitt, we are indebted to our excellent brother and
esteemed correspondent Dr. H, Hopkins.

ISLE OF MAN.

RaMSEY,—8. Manghold Lodge (No. 1,075).—A lodge of
-emergency was held in the rooms of this lodge, Waterloo-road,
‘on Wednesday, the 20th ult. Bro. Rothwell, W.M., occupied
‘the east, whilst the west and south weve occupied by
Bros. J, McWhannell, and W. Hunter. The other officers
and Dbrethren present being Bros. the Rev. Kermode, Chap.;
‘W. Laughlin, Sec.; G. H. Walker as J.W.; R. B. Hen-
person, LG.; F. Tellet, Rev. . Henry, Rev. J. E. Pattison, J.
J. Cleator, A. B. Skeoch, J. Higgins, R. Yeare, J. Vondy. The
dodge having been opened in due form, the business of the ever.-
ing was stated to be to initiate three gentlemen who had already
been ballotted for and accepted. The W.M. then, in his usual
impressive manner, initiated Mr. T. Kneale, Dr. Thompson, and
Mr. R. J. Keliy. The brethren then adjourned to the ante-
zoom, when after the usual loyal and Masonic toasts, “The
Health of the Newly Initiated Brethren.”’ was proposed. The
Rev. Chaplain complimented the lodge on the acquisition of
such useful members as had been that night initiated. Bro.
Thomson had done good service to his country abroad, and since
Ais return had, by his gratuitous services to the poor and needy,
shown that he was well fitted to become a Mason; indeed, one
of whom Masonry might well be proud. Healso spoke in com-
plimentary terms of the other geutlemen who had just received

their first degrees, So which the brethren duly responded. After

the closing toast the brethren separated in love and harmony.

Pocty.

CHRISTMAS DAY—AN ACROSTIC.

<C heerful Masons ! greet the season,

H eaven-sent joys are thine or “ours” to-day ;
R ugged as may be the footpath

I n life’s ordinary way.

S weebt it is to welcome yearly—

T hink of, perhaps, for weeks before;

AL any pure endearing pleasures,

A 11 may hope to have in store.

$ eldom are we disappointed.

D o as Masons should—our best—

A 1l arcund to render bappy,

Y outh and age will both be blest.

: L. TwINiNg.

THE WEEK.

# Toe Court.~The Queen drove out on the afternoon of the
A2th inst., accompanied by Princess Louise, and her Majesty
walked in the grounds on the morning of the 13th inst., accom-
panied by her Royal Highness. The Queen walked out in the
afternoon, attended by the Marchioness of Ely. It being the
anniversary of the Queen’s great sorrow, her Majesty, accom-
panied by the Royal Family, went to the Royal Mausoleum at
Frogmore, and remained there some time. The Dean of Wind-

sor attended, and read prayers and portions of Scripture selected
for the occasion. After the Queen’s return to the Castle, the
Mausolenm was, by her Majesty’s command, opened for all the
members of the honsehold, including the servants, residents
within the Castle, and most of her Majesty’s tradesmen in
Windsor, to visit it. The Queen, with their Royal Highnesses
Prince and Princess Christian, Princess Louise, Prince Leopold
Princess Beatrice, and Prince Henry of Prussia, left the Castle
on the morning of the 15th inst., at five minutes past eleven
o’clock for Osborne. The Queen, their Royal Highnesses Prince
i-and Princess Christian, Princess Louise, Prince Leopold, Prin-
cess Bentrice, and Prince Henry of Prussia arrived at Osborne
at ten minutes before three o’clock. Her Majesty crossed over
from Gosport in the Royal yacht Alberta, Captain his Serene
Highness the Prince of Leiningen. The Queen and Princess
Tiounise walked and drove in the grounds on the morning of the
17th inst. The Quneen went out in the afternoon with Prin-
cess Beatrice, and her Majesty walked and rode in the grounds
on the moruning of the 18th inst. with Princess Louise. The
Queen drove out in the afternoon, accompanied by Princess
Christian ; and her Majesty walked and rode in the grounds on
the morning of the 19th inst., with Princess Louise.

GexERAL Home NEews.—The weekly return as to the health
of London, published by the Registrar-General, is again favour-
able, so far as comparison with the number of deaths compared
with the average of past years will give any indication. The
deaths from all canses registered were 1389, 80 less than the
average. Awmongst them were 2 from cholera and 25 from
diarrhoea.  The annual rates of mortality for the week ending
Dec. 10th, in thirteen of the largest towus, per 1,000, are re-
ported as follows :—Hull 19, Bristol 20, Birmingham 21, Lon-
don and Leeds 24, Dublin 26, Salford 27, Manchester 28,
Sheffield 29, Glasgow 31, Liverpool 32, Edinburgh 83, and
Neweastle-on-Tyue 41. The second colliery explosion, which
took place about four miles from Tuustall, although not so
calamitous as the Barnsley catastrophe, is the most serious that
has yet occurred in the North Staffordshire coal-field. Tt is
believed that one hundred and thirty-seven vpersons have
perished. The Talk-o’-the Hill Colliery descended to a depth
of three hundred yards, and a seam of gas coal had lately been
reached, the working of which was known to be dangerous. A
Birmingham coutemporary forcibly remarks that, * Never, since
the battle of Culloden, have so many lives been lost by violence
within so short a period in Great Britain.””——The heroism dis-
closed in the reports of the second explosion at the Oaks
Colliery has never been surpassed in the history of human
self-sacrifice or self-devotion. Mr. Jeffcock, the engincer, for
example, was repeatedly urged to make good his escape, bub
he would not desert his companions, and took his chance with
the rest, the result being that immediately after the cage into
which he might have entered had reached the pit’s mouth, he
and many other brave men perished in the last explosion. One
man, named Brown, was on the 14th inst. rescued from the pit.
He was one of the volunteer searchers. How le escaped is
amarvel. He seems to have wandered about the pit through
the night, stumbling over the dead, and finding bis way at
last to the mouth of the pit, where, fortunately, he succeeded
in making himself heard.——A breach of promise of marriage
case, Nicholls ». Fox, was tried in the Court of Queen’s Bench.
The plaintiff, Miss Nicholls, was thirty-eight or thirty-nine
years of age, and the defendant, a publican, forty-one or
forty-two. There was no particular interest in the case. The
jury assessed the damage done to Miss Nicholls’s feelings at
£250,——At Bow-street & young man, calling himself Henry
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Philip Dashwood Arthy, was brought up charged with obtaining
£100 from the Royal Bounty Fund under false pretences, Ie
had written to Lovd Derby in the name of Mrs. Caroline
Chisholm, asking for a grant, and his lordship made the grant.
The necessary documents were sent to the address given by
the prisoner, and he obtained the money. Subsequently he
was arrested on another charge of obtaining money under false
pretences, and is undergoing a term of imprizonment in
Canterbury Gaol, whence he was brought by kabeas corpus.
He was committed for trial on the new charge.——
A deputation from the Ceutral Chamber of Agricultural
waited, on the 17th inst, upon the Duke of Buckingham
relative to the eattle plague restrictions. The deputation
urged that a most unwise step had been faken in permitting
anywhere the holding of markets and fairs. The Duke of
Buckingham said it was merely a question between cattle being
moved and sold under licemnse and proper regulations and a
profession of total stoppage which led to gross evasions. The
deputation next urged that fat cabtle coming from abroad
should be slanghtered on landing, aud that store stock should
be subjected to twenty-eight days’ quarantine. After a long
conversation, his Grace said the matter would probably come
before Parliament. The prizes competed for by the members
of the North Middlesex Rifles have heea distributed at the St.
Pancras Vestry Hall by Mr. Thomas Chambers, Q.C., JMLP.
AMr. Harvey Lewis, M.P., and Lord Ranelagh were among
those present. His lordship said the volunteer force was not
in that state of organisation which it should be, and it was
“a farce ” for the Government to ignore the fiact any longer.
Let them boldly face the difficulty, and come forward with
some scheme which would place the great volunteer regi-
ments of this country in a proper state of organisation.
At Leeds, on the 15th inst., 4 poetic offender excited the sym-
pathy of an appreciative judge. While in the lock-up he wrote
a number of verses, in which he set forth how the Devil
tempted him to commit the robbery, how chance gave him the
opportunity, and how conscience at lust prevented the completion
of his guilty design. After bis conviction, he landed a poetic
appeal to Mr. Justice Lush, who read a portion of it to the
jory. The prisoner, after making various piteous appeals for
mercy, promised if they were responded to he would embalm
both judge and jury in immortal verse. The judge compli-
mented him on his talents, and sentenced him to twelve months
hard labour.——"There have Leen several more explosions at
Barnsley, and these are expected to continue unless the pit is
inundated. The bodies that have been recovered were buried
on the 15th inst. The Bishop of Ripon wasone of the officiating
clergymen. Moses Moses, the receiver of stolen goods, upon
whose premises in Houndsditch so much valuable property was
recently found, was tried at the Central Criminal Court on
the 17th inst. IIe was convicted in several cases of receiving
tolen goods, and was sentenced to 20 years’ penal servitude,——
The polling at Guildford tool place on the 18th inst. The
Liberal party had good hopes of the return of Mr. Pocock, and
ab ten o’clock he was well ahead. By twelve, however, Mr.
Garth lieaded the poll by a considerable majority, and mains
taired his lead to the end.——The cause of the Staffordshire
explosion has been discovered,  The blacksmith’s safety-lamp
was found with its top off, and the flame of course at once
ignited the zas. The blacksmith usually does his work elose to the
shaft, where there is no danger of explosion, and he is therefore
enabled to use a common lamp. In this case the unfortunate
man seems to have strolled into the workings with his lamp,
and thus caused the esplosion.——Lawyers, like other hard

worked men, look forward to Christmas as eagerly as schoolboys
anticipate the vacation. TLe Solicitor-General represented the
feeling of the profession generally when, on the 18th inst., he
prayed the Lord Chief Justice to allow the sittings to termi-
nate on the Saturday before Christmas Day, instead of on the
Monday. His lordship graciously acceded to the request,
and no doubt judges, counsels, ana jurors are all equally satisfied
with an arrangement whieh adds another day to their Christ-
mas holiday. A ceremony of much interest and of no small
amount of social and political importance has been gone through
at Blackwall. Through the instrumentality of the benevo-
lent gentlemen who constitute the committee of the Refuge
for Homeless and Destitute Boys, what may now be called
an ex-fifty gun frigate, the Chickester, has been converted
into a training ship for the homeless boys of London, and
the 18th inst. witnessed the inauguration of the vessel. If
appears that this is only a portion of the good work sought to
be accomplished. The entire scheme is to provide for 400 of
the same class of boys, It is proposed to retain 100 boys in
the Refuge in Great Queen-sireet, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, keep
200 on board the training ship, where they are to be educated
for a seafaring life, and establish what is to be called &
“country house,” with about 100 acres of land, where 100
more boys may be trained fo agricaltural pursuits. The sum
required for fitbting up and furnishing the Chickester for the
reception of the boys is £3,000, and the annual expense of each
boy is estimated at £15. Surely this is a movement worthy
of the practical sympathy of the charitably disposed.—-—The
boy Gabbites, who murdered his fellow-apprentice so savagely at
Sheffield a short time since, has been tried at Leeds. The jury,
without much hesitation, found him guilty, but recommended
him to mercy. The judge, who was very mnch affected, passed
sentence of death, and promised to forward the recommendation
of the jury to the proper quarter.——On the 17th instant an
ingnest was held on the body of a surgeon, named Vale, who
was not in practice, but enjoyed a comfortable income derived
from house property and an annuity. The deceased may
literally be said to lhave committed suicide by drink.

He drank away all the proceeds of the property he
could sell, and for a long time before his death he
demeaned himself more like a savage than a civilised being.
Ultimutely he died from effusion on the brain. An inquiry,
presided over by Dr. Lankester, has brought to light some
startling facts connected with the means by which a large class
of London workpeople get a living. A man named Honey,
and his four children. following the occupation of artificial
flower-makers for one of the forthcoming pantomimes. Night
and day for ninety-six hours had these poor people stuck to
their work, so as to have it ready in time; aud this, the father
stutes, he has been frequently compelled to do, in order to earn
bread for his family. At the close of the fourth day their
labours were suddenly put a stop to by the upsetting of a
candle, which simple accident resulted in the burning to death
of one of the unfortynate man’s children, and the destruction of
the whole {ruits of the ninety-six hours' constant work.——1It

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

© All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-street,
Strand, London, W.C.

Several letters, lodge reports, &e., have reached us, which weare
prevented, from want of space, inserting in our present issue.

S. L. and L U, M. W.—We have answered your queries by letter.

A Marx Masrer.—Our issue of last Saturday contains the
report of the proceedings at the winter hall-yearly convoca-
tion held on the 4thinst. You will ind your queries answered
therein, und we feel assured if you address yourself to Bro,
Binckes, the Mark G. Sec., that he will afford you any fur-
ther information you may require,




