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Notes ny A Noviom: .
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The fall of Acre, the last stronghold of the
military orders, secured the supremacy of, the
Moslems in Palestine, and the scanty remnant of
Christian Knights returned to Europe, discom-
fitted, but not dismayed. The King of Cyprus
joyfully received the warriors of S6. John, assign-
ing them the town of Limisso, in his dominions,
as a retreat, where they remained for twenty
years, until Fulke de Villavet, the Grand Master,
led them to the conquest of Rhodes.

This island continued in the possession of the
Order for more than two hundred years, during
which time the Knights distinguished themselves
as much by sea as they had previously done by
land; their war galleys swept the Mediterranean
Sea, then infested by corsairs from Barbary, and
many sanguinary struggles ensued between the
representatives of the cross and the crescent.
Tmmense numbers of Christians, who were being
carried off to slavery by the pirates, were rescued
as the result of these encounters, in which the
Knights were generally successful, so that ab
length the black flag of the African robbers was
scarcely to be seen in the Lycian waters.

The advent of Solyman, the Magnificent, to the
throne of Turkey, was of evil omen to the heroic
fraternity. After a series of maritime victories,
this renowned Sultan landed on the island of
Rhodes, with an immense army, and solemnly
declared his head, his fleet, and his whole empire
to be for ever accursed if he failed to capture the
fortress of the Christian Knights. The noble
defence made by the Hospitallers* is one of the
undying records of history; but overwhelming
numbers prevailed, and they were eventually com-
pelled to capitulate under conditions honourable
alike to the victor and the vanquished. The
Knights then retired to Candia, and afterwards to
Sicily, until the Bmperor Charles the V., in 1530,
ceded to the Order the Island of Malta, to be
maintained as a bulwark against the constant
encroachments of the Ottoman empire.

Here the Knights fully sustained their ancient
reputation, the Turks being defeated with great
loss after a memorable siege of five months’ duva-

# Then called Knights of Rhodes.

" were emmently consplcuous
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tion, in which the valour and military genius of

John de*Valetég, G‘rmnd Master of the Order,
From this time they
remaited in undisputed possession of Malta, of
which the "Grand Master was recognised as sove-
reign, being botind only to present a falcon every
year to the ng of Spam, and to use his best
endeavonrs to suppress piracy. In 1650, the
siege of Candia was the scene of many brave ex-
ploits on the part of the knights of St. John, and
seven years afterwards the Maltese squadron, in
conjunction with the fleet of Venice, signally
defeated the Tarks at the Dardanelles. In 1798,
the wondrous career of the Knights as an inde-
pondent and sovereign body came to an end. On
the 9th of June in that year, the French, under
Napoleon, took possession of Malta, and the
glorious banner of the chivalrous fraternity was
supplanj;ed by the republican tricolour. ¥very-
thing of value or {interest belonging to the Order
was carried off by the French, but many never
reached their destination, one frigate, laden with
spoil, being captured by the English, and the
grand standard of St. John, with other relics, may
now ‘be seen within the walls of the Tower of
London.

A general dispersion of the Knights followed ;
but a considerable number took refuge in Russia,
where theywere favourablyreceived by the Emperor
Paul, who, at a chapter of the Ozder, held subse-
quently ab St. Petersburg, was elected Grand
Master, and formally notified the fact to all the
Courts of Europe. This measure was not ap-
proved by many of the TItalian Knights, who
accordingly requested the Pope to nominate one
of their number as the head of the Order—with
the express stipulation that the inherent right of
the Chevaliers to choose their own chief was not
to be considered as in any way surrendered -or
abrogated Dby this temporary abandonment of
their privileges.

While the Congress of Vienna held its siftings
several Knights formed a general Chapter in Paris,
under the Prince de Rohan, and petitioned the
Congress to grant them the sovereignty of some
gmall island in lieu of Malta, which the British
(who had expelled the French in 1799) were de-
termined not to relinquish.

This attempt on the part of the Knights was,
however, unsuccessfnl, and their inflnence as a
political or ruling body seems destined never to
be restored.
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“We will now pass in review the various Masonic
-and other fratervities that claim affinity to the
Qrder of St. John.

(To be continued.)

TRANSLATION OF THE DISCOURSE DE-
LIVERED ON THE OCCASION O THE
RECEPTION OF DEP.-. GR... IN... GEN.-,
AND GR... REP.-. ALBERT . GOODALL,
BY THE GR.. ORIENT AND SUP..
COUNCIL OF BRAZIL, VALLEY OF
LAVRADIO.

If at every great meeting we hold in thig augunsh
Jacality, we sheuld find powerful incentives to pro-
duce in our hearts the sacred fire which burns
there, when we thmk of the duby which aids us to
perpetuate the Royal Art to which we dedicate
ourselves to-day ; more than ever should those
-gxhibitions of joy to which we abandon ourselves,
-spontaneously reach their culminating point since
the representative of a great Masonic power, our
-adly, honours us with his presence; comes to prove
o us that the fraternal ties that unite the Gr.-.
Or.r. and Sup.. Coun.. of Brazil to the Pow.".
Sup.. Coun.". for the Northern Jurisdiction of the
Uaited States of North America, at New York,
never have been broken ; whence the Masonic
-community of Brazil that knows how to appre-
clate the importance of this institution, and that
.ever trae {o its oath, considers Masonry a religion,
.cannob but salute as it does with all the warmth
of which it is capable, the very Pow.'. and il .
Bro.. 35 Albert G. Goodall, proving thus the
high esteem in which it holds, and has ever held,
its Bros.., whe, in the comntry of Washington,
~coincide with its doctrines.

If all those to whom Masonry is but a pastime,
ond who, in the public squares and through the
press seek to expose it to the sarcasms of the

horde, are yet thinking of withdrawing from wvs
the confidence which owr Il-, Bros.:. of the United
States place In us, sceking the use of insidious
Jomguage (a favourite weapon of theirs®) for thab
purpose, they lose both time and trouble, for truth
awill elways be truth, and those who comimissioned
o Bro.s. Goodall to strengthen the fraternal ties
which bound us, never can forget that it is easier
for the Masons of Lavradio to endure with resig-
wpaftion the deadly blows of calumny than to violate

¥ P'he gparious body of Benedictines.

their oaths of initiation; and our conduct, aiways
Masonie, always regular, in relation to that of our
opponents, will undoubtedly enable us to merit on
all occasions offered to us by our ancient allies the
most convincing proofs of their fraternal friend-
ship.

To confound our adversaries, who pretend to
destroy our legality by all and every means, it will
ke quite sufficient for us to remember that we have
at our front the first notabilities of the country,
whose honourable names will always serve as a
guarantee in foreign lands of the fidelity with which
we respect the fundamental dogma of Masonry.

The great person of the nineteenth century,
Mr. Victor Hugo, says, that when God wishes to
chastise man, He charges man with thabt mission.
Let us, therefore, continue to abandon our oppo-
nents to their own ruinons passions, and they will
end by perpetrating suicide.

On us it is only incumbent to render thanks to
the Gr.. Arch... of the Universe for having given
to us the necessary courage to transmibt to our
posterity the Holy Ark which was confided to us.

Joined in spivit and truth to Him, let us exnlt
ab this present moment in the fact that we are for
ever identified with the true Masons of a great
nation, which has just given fo the world an ex-
ample of its stvength of will, sustaining by itself,
and without vecourse to the aid of aliens, its insti-
tutions; let our cry at this moment be,

“ Hail, and long life to the very Pow.. Sup...
Coun.:. for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of
the United States of North America !

« All hail, and long life to that nation which
Providence destined to serve as an example to the
people of America, and of the respect we all owe
to our institutions.

¢« All hail, and long life to the Gr... Orient of
Brazil, at the Valley of Lavradio, the only regular
Masonic Power that knows how to appreciate the
Masonic Law of the land of the Holy Cross!”

After having explained the motive that brought
about this meeting of the Masonic family in this
august temple, it remains to me to comply with
a duty, that is, to pay a debt of gratitude in the
name of the Gr.:. Or.:. of Brazil, which, in accord
ance with the very Powerful Sup.'. Coun.". of the
Anc.’. and Accepi.’. Scottish Rite, never forgets
the consideration with which it is treated.

To effect this, you will allow Most Wise and
Great Master and Great Commander that I leave
i ior a few moments this honouroble place, and

H
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direct myself to the throne where you are assisted

by our Pow.". Bro.". Goodall.

Most Ill... and Pow.:. Bro... Albert &. Goodall,
Rep.'. of the Most Pow.*. Sup... Coun.*. of the
United States of North America, Orient of New
York,—

The only centre of regular Masonic authority
up to the present moment, immovable ab its post
of honour, the Gr.'. Or.". of Brazil, at the Valley
of Lavradio, since 5822, being extremely grateful
to the very Pow... Sup.. Coun.. which you so
worthily represent, for its having recognised its
lawfulness by continuing to entertain the amicable
relations which have ever existed between two
Masonic powers which esteem each other, autho-
rises me to manifest to you its gratitude for the
services which you have performed for it.

You are well aware, most dear and IIl.*. Bro.'.,
that there are sentiments which the language of
man fails to express. Gratitude is one of those
noble sentiments that, emanating from the heart,
cause the action of the lips to be feeble and without
-expression.

Permit, therefore, that in default of appropriate
phrases to express what I wish to say on this
subject, that I make use of those symbols with
whose language we are familiar.

Dear and Most IlL.". Bro."., be pleased to accept
this branch of jubilee, that the Gr.. Or.. and
Sup.’. Coun.". of Brazil offers to you. It will aid
you to remember always, that in the Empive of
Brazil you found Sons of Hiram, who know how
to be faithful to their vows under any vicissitude
whatever that our Sublime Order may have to
endure.

And if the “Acacia” is symbolic of a knowledge
of the duties of true Masons, the flowers which we
offer unto you, are the true expression of the
respect and consideration that the Gr.. Or.. and
Sup.’. Coun.". of Brazil renders to the very Pow..
Sup.’. Coun.. of the United States of North
America, at the Or.'. of New York, giving you the
symbolic embrace in the name of those whose
organ I am, and accompanying that embrace with

the kiss of peace, I elevate a prayer to the Great-

Architect of the Universe, that He may be pleased
to fortify our hearts to persevere in our Masonic
creed, and make indivisible the ties which ought
to unite all who espouse the holy cause of Masonry.

May He hear our supplications, and we shall
ever have cause to bless this day of rejoicing to
the Masonic community, causing to be entered

in our registers these words—Hail! 4th of
December 1865,
Frawcisco Josk pe Limros, 81.-.,
Gr. Orator of the Gr. Orient of Brazil.

INNOVATIONS IN MASONRY.
By Awperr G. Mackey, M.D.

Nothing is more offensive to the true Free-
mason than the remotest atfempt at innovation on
the aucient usages and customs of the Order. So
important is it considered to preserve these ancient
landmarks, that in the installation of every Master
of a Lodge, he is solemnly called on to acknow-
ledge “ that it is not in the power of any man, or
body of men, to make innovations in the body of
Masonry.” It is in consequence of this conserva-
tive principle that Freemasonry, notwithstanding
many efforts have been made to alter, or as it was.
supposed, to amend it, still remains unchanged—
now, after the lapse of centuries, as it has always
been.

The middle of the eighteenth century was the
most prominent era of those attempted innova-
tions, and France the principal country in which
they were enacted.

After the downfall of the unfortunate House of
Stuart, and the defeat of the Pretender’s hopes,
in the year 1715, his adherents vainly endeavoured
to enlist Freemasonry as a powerful adjunct to his
cause. For this purpose, it was declared, by those
who had engaged in this wild design, that the
great legend of the third degree alluded to the
violent death of Charles I., and Cromwell and his
companions in rebellion were execcrated as the
traitors whom the Lodges were to condemn, To
carry oub these views, new degrees were manufac~
tured, under the titles of Irish Master, Perfect
Irish Master, Puissant Irish Master, and others
with similar appellations.

The Chevalier Ramsay, so well known in
Masonic history, soon after made his appearance
in the political world, and having attached him-
self to the fortunes of the exiled house of Stnart,
he endeaveured still more effectnally to carry ous
these views, by reducing the whole system to
perfect order, and giving it the appearance of
plausibility. Tor this purpose, he invented a new
theory on the subject of the origin of Free.
masonry.

He declared that it was institnted in the Holy
Land, at the time of the Crusades, where the
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Kuights Templars had associated themselves to-
gether, for the purpose of rebuilding the churches
and other sacred edifices, which had been destroyed
Dy the Saracens.

These latter, however, having discovered this
holy design, and being determined to thwart if,
had employed emissaries, who, secretly mingling
with the Christian workmen, materially impeded,
and often entirvely paralysed their labours. The
Christians, as a secwrity against this species of
freason, then found it necessary to invent signs
and other modes of recognition, by which intruders
might be detected.

‘When compelled by the failure of the Crusades,
to leave the Holy Land, these pious as well as
warlike Knights were invited by the King of
England to his dominions, where they devoted
themselves to the cultivation of architecture and
the fine arts.

Ramsay pretended that the degrees thus ori-
ginally established by the Knights Templars were
those of Scotch Master, Novice. and Knight of
the Temple, and he even had the audacity to pro-
pose, in the year 1728, to the Grand Lodge of
England, to substitute them for the three primitive
degrees of symbolic Masonry, a proposition which
met with no more success than it deserved.

In Paris, however, he was more fortunate, for
there his degrees were speedily adopted, not indeed
as a substibute for, bub as an addition to Ancient
Craft Masonry.

These degrees became popular on the continent
of Euarope, and in a short time gave birth to in-
numerable others, which attempted by the splen-
dour of external decorations, and gorgeousness of
ceremonies to compensate for their want of con-
sistency with the history, the traditions, and the
principles of the Ancient Institution. Happily,
however, the existence of these innovations has
been but cphemeral. They are no longer worked
as degrees, bub remain in the libraries of Masonic
stadents as subjects of curious inquiry, as in-
stances of intellectual ingenuity, and as relics of
an important era in the history of Freemasonry.

Among the innovators who were thus engaged
in throwing meretricious ornaments avound the
simple cdifice of Ancient I'reemasonry, Martin
Paschalis is another who, perhaps, next to Ramsay,
is entitled to our attention. In the year 1754, he
instituted o series of nine degrees, out of which
he formed a system, which he called the “ Rite of
the Elected Cohens.”

The science, legend, or history of this system,
was very extensive, embracing nothing less than
the creation, the fall, and the subsequent punish-
ment of man. Clavel says, that the object of the
initiation was the regeneration of the candidate,
and his restoration in his primitive innocence 0
the rights that he had lost by his original sin.
For this purpose, the temptation and the error of
the garden of Hden were enacted in the person of
the aspirant, who, violating the command imposed
upon him to abstain from tasting the fruit of the
tree of science, 1s precipitated into flames. Sub-
sequently, however, he passes through many
laborious ceremonies, by which he is supposed to
repair his fault, and having entered upon a new
life, he is animated by a divine spirit, and becomes
acquainted, in the highest degrees of the Order,
with the hidden secrets of nature, and is invested
with a knowledge of alchemy, the Cabbala, and
other abstruse sciences. This system it will be
perceived, partook very little, if in any thing, of
the nature of Masonry, and although it extended
through several of the cities of France, and was
even adopted in 1767, by many of the Lodges of
Paris, and embraced some learned men among its
disciples, it did not long flourish. In dying,
however, it was speedily replaced by other systems,
which, like itself, bore no resemblance to Free-
masonry, except in the names of the first three
degrees, which they all assumed as a part of their
series. Among them were the rite of Martinism,
invented by the Marquis of St. Martin ; the im-
posture of Rgyptian Masonry, devised by the
celebrated Cagliostro; the systems of Schrober,
Zinzendorf, and Fessler ; and the Order of African
Architects. Of the most important of them, we
shall, from time to time, take opportunities to say
something in the course of these pages. At pre-
sent, we shall conclude with a brief notice of the
last of these innovations that we have above
enumerated. :

In the year 1767, one Baucherren, instituted in
Prassia, with the consent of Frederic IL., a society,
which he called the ¢ Order of African Architects.”
The object of the institution was historical research,
but it contained a ritual which partook of Masonry,
Christianity, alchemy, and chivalry. It was divided
into two temples, and was cemposed of eleven
degrees. In the first temple were contained the
three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. In the
second, were the degrees of Apprentice of Egyptian
Secrets ; Initiate into Kgyptian Secrets; Cosmo-
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politan Brother; Christian Philosopher ; Master
of Hgyptian Secrets; Hsquire; Soldier, and
Knight. The Society constructed a vast building
in Silesia, intended as a Grand Chapter of the
Order, and which contained an excellent library, a
museum of Natural History, and a chemical
laboratory. For a long time the African Archi-
fects decreed annually a gold medal, worth fifty
ducats, to the anthor of the best memoir on the
history of Masonry.

Tn conclusion, it must be observed that the
chapitral degrees of the York rite, the hawtas
grades of the French rite, and the philosophic
degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scotch rite,
are not altogether innovations, but rather illustra-
‘tions of pure Symholic Masonry, and as such will
be found to be the depositories of many,interesting
traditions, and instructive speculations, which are
-eminently useful in shedding light upon the cha-
racter, history, objects, and ceremonies of the
dnstitution.

OUR FLAG WAS THERE.
A TALE OF MASONRY IN THE ARCTIC REGIONS.
Bright flag! at yonder taperiug mast,
Fling out your field of azure blue;
Let star and stripe be northward cast,
And point as freedom’s eagle flew!
Strain home! oh lithe and quivering spars!
Point home my country’s flag of stars!

The story and incidents we are about to relate
are true—all true—or we would not record them.
We have never written aught of pure fiction, and
most probably never shall. There is enough truth
in the world, enough in Masonry, to gratify the
most ardent love of the wonderful, without re-
sorting to romance to gratify a morbid appetite.
The last expedition of Dr.Kane to the Aretic
Regions, in search of the lost navigators from
England, reveals more of the wonderful, the start-
ling, and the thrilling in narrative than the wildest
fancy ever conceived ; and yeb it is all unvarnished
truth, and told with a child-like artlessness that
fixes the seal of veracity uponit. If any are fond
of reading wild adventure, of strange providential
escapes, of dangers appalling and terrible as death,
et bravely dared and heroically conguered, leb
them read Kane’s Expedition.

On the 17th of June, 1853, there was lying ab
anchor in the harbour of St. John’s, Newfound-
land, a neat but strongly built little hermaphro-
dite brig, of 144 tons burden. It was evening—

such an evening as June furnishes in the high
latitudes on the north-east coast of America—calm,
starry, and beautiful ; and the little brig lay quietly
upon the waters, like a living creature taking rest
n slumber after a long and toilsome effort. Her
masts and spars, with the added rigging appeared
like a dim but mysterious network traced by some
fairy hand on the distant sky. ¥From her mast-
head there floated a small flag which, when stirred
by a fitful breeze, was discovered to contain the
much-loved ¢ stars and stripes,” the emblem of owr
Union—the banner of the free! That little brig
was the Advance, under the command of that heroic
and noble Craftsman, E. K. Kane, M.D., of the
United States Navy, His staunch but tiny vessel,
manned with a picked crew of seventeen men—as
noble a band of sailors as ever went forth on an
errand of mercy. Dr. Kane had just started on
his last voyage to the Arctic Regions in search of
the long lost adventurers, Sir John Franklin and
party. The Advance had a stormy passage of
eighteen days from New York, and Dr. Kane was
giving his crew two days’ rest, while receiving on
board some necessary supplies for the uncertain
and perilous voyage among the wintry regions
around the North Pole.

It is well known to our readers that Dr. Kane
is a Freemason—so was Sir John Franklin. Henry
Brooks, the first officer of the Advance, is also a
Freemason, and we judge from circumstances
which transpired on the voyage that Mr. Morton,
and probably several others of the officers and crew
were also members of this ancient and mystic
Order.

At St. John’s, Newfoundland, in the harbour of
which the Advance was riding at anchor at the
time of which we write, there is a lodge, named
St. John’s Lodge, No. 844, on the registry of the
Grand Lodge of England. The officers and mem-
bers of this lodge, in token of their brotherly regard
for Dr. Kane and his crew, and their deep interest
in the object of the search on which Dr. Kane was
bound, got up a festival in honour of his arrival, at
which himself, Mr. Brooks, and others were in-
vited guests. At this festival the officers and
brethren of St. John’s Lodge presented to
Dr. Kane, a Masonic flag, accompanied by the
following touching and appropriate address :—

“The Worshipful Master, Wardens,and brethren
of St. Jobn’s Lodge, No. 844, hail the arrival of
you, their most worthy Bro. Kane and your
brethren, in this your last halting place on that
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expedition which they cannot but feel to be so
franght with hope in search of your long-lost
brother, Sir John Franklin.

“ While they regret that the time of your stay
is so short that personal friendship cannot draw
closer the existing tie between them and you, yeb
the universal sympathy that enlists itself in the
noble cause that you are engaged in would rather
urge that departure, which they deeply feel to be
prompted by the most generous and disinterested
of motives.

“ And they trust that when in the icy regions of
the north, when the sun at this season of the year
unceasingly pours down its genial rays upon that
portion of the globe, it may please the All-Seeing
Eye continnally to watch over you, and that Pro-
vidence may pour his choicest blessings upon your
undertaking. May He be a lamp unto your feet,
and a light unto your path ;7and when the orb of
day shall sink below the horizon, and the starry
heavens shall be a canopy over your heads, may
He be to you, as to the magi of old, a guiding
star to lead you to your missing brother.

“ Bub much as they now hail your arrival and
regret your early departure, all these feelings are
absorbed in the prospects of that time when the
dangers and difficulties shall have been conquered
—when rugged paths shall have been passed, and
a hopeful ¢ Advance’ crowned by a successful
return, Brother, adieu!”’

“Thongh yott to other lands must hie,
Through ice-bound oceans now to stray;
With welting heart and brimful eye,
We'll mind you still when far away.”

Receiving the flag, which bore on it the All-
Seeing Eye, square, compasses, &ec., Dr. Kane
made a very appropriate reply, the close of which
we will quote for its_beautiful diction and touching
pathos :—

“ Returning, now, to the subject of your address,
no language that I can command could give utter-
ance to the feelings it has awakened in my heart ;
to be thus received by brethren and Englishmen,
and thus parted with on leaving this portion of the
British territory, perhaps the last we may touch
at on our way, is, indeed, most cheering to my
spirit and encouraging to my hopes; for the
cause in which I am embarked is one which in-
volves the feeling of universal brotherhood, bound
by no limits and contracted by no sectarian views
or national prejudices, for it springs from a sym-
pathy that embraces the wide family of man, and

extends its efforts to relieve wherever suffering,
distress, or want mark out a path for it to follow.

“Buch a feeling and such a sympathy is that:
which has sent forth one hundred and thirty-eight
of your brave countrymen, who are now locked up
in those distant regions whither the course of
our expedition is directed ; and should it be owr
lot to pass a period of our time in the long night
which, in those regions, succeeds the day amid a
frozen wilderness, in the deep solitude of darkness
so palpably dense as to be almost tangible—where,
over the wide waste of desolation, unbroken
silence reigns — still even there, despondency
will find no resting-place in our bosoms, but the-:
cheering hope will animate them, that when the
day shall again dawn upon us, a bright and glorious-
morrow Wwill again break forth, to be rendered
brighter and more glorious still by the crowning’
of our hopes and the reward of all our anxieties.
and toils, in the recovery and restitution to society-
of IEngland’s nobly enterprising son, your-
countryman, and mutually our brother—Sir John
Franklin.”

With these remarks and bearing the Masonic:
the Masonic flag, the gift of friendship from
strange but sympathising “brethren of the mystic
tie,” Dr. Kane and his companions vegained the
brig. Early next morning she spread her wings
to the breeze, and with her bow pointing to the
North Pole, sped her way on her fraternal mission.
The mystic flag, with its speaking emblems, was
carefully laid away ; but we shall hear of it again
amid the perils of winter, of midnight, and of
storm, before our story ends.

We shall not stop to follow the intrepid Kane
on his voyage northward. Ie had made up his
mind to find Sir John Franklin, or hold his
Christmas festival within sight of the North Pole,
and to this object all his energies were devoted..
Taking on board a large number of Newfound-
land and Esquimaux dogs, for sledge-travelling
during the winter, Dr. Kane, with the Advance,.
pushed his way up along the Labrador coast, and
through Davis’ Straits, stopping occasionally ab
the Danish settlements on the coast of Greenland..
Still northward through dense fogs, icebergs, ice-
floes, and ice in every other imaginable shape and:
form, the litile brig entered Baffin’s Bay and at
last, tracking the coast of Greenland, passed into
and up Davis’ Straits. We shall not attempt ta.
describe the dangers of the navigation, the hair--
breadth escapes from instant destruction by storm.
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and ice, nor the perilous encounters with dangers
in a wintry sea, almost unknown before. The
reader must procure the book and read the graphic
descriptions there, if he would learn the story in
all its thrilling detail, as given by the chief actor
in the scenes.

Early in September the little brig became firmly
ice-bound in Renselaer Harbour, a deep bay on
the western coast of Greenland, in latitude
between seventy-eight and seventy-nine degrees.
Here Dr. Kane found he could go no further in
the brig; and & wilderness of impenetrable ice-
fields and ice-bergs prevented his return. In
short the vessel was fast frozen in and immovable,
farther north than ever white man had wintered
before, and lived. This, however, in no wise
daunted or discouraged these iron men of the
ocean. They at once put their vessel in winter
trim, and prepared to spend an archic winter in
the easiest and most profitable manner possible.
If they could mot travel by water, they could
travel by land; and if that became too moun-
tainous and rocky, they could take to the ice. If
they could not talke their much loved brig with
them, they conld go without her, for they were
always sure of finding her in the same spot on
their return. They could harness a team of dogs
to an Fsquimaux sledge, and speed over the icy
wastes, at the rate of, sometimes six miles an
hour, even if the thermometer should be forty and
fifty degrees below zero.  This was cold comfort,
but it was all they had ! Winter, in all his stern
and rugged aspect, held undisputed sway in his
own dominions and on his own throne.

“The keen, clear air—the splendid sight—
We waken to a world of ice;

Where all things ave enshrined in light ;
As by some genii’s quaint device.

’Tis winter’s jubilee—this day
His stores their countless treasures yield.”

‘We shall not stop to enquire how the little party
passed the long night of winter—for it was night
for near six months, and winter all the time. And
such a winter !

] But spring was approaching—such springs as
they have within ten or twelve degrees of the
Pole. The sun had peeped up again above the
h(?mzon, as if just to see how the world looked
without him, and the thermometer was only thirty
degrees below zero. In such weather the adven-
tllrou's spirits that had been so long housed up in
that little brig could not be idie. Like the white
bears of that region, they crawled out of their

burrows, looked old winter in the face as he hegan -
to retire, and boasted of what they would do when
the sun rose a little higher.

Tt was March—the 19th of March. Plans had
been formed for an expedition on land and ice, in
search of Franklin ; but to farnish more facilities
in the undertaking, it was necessary to establish
a depbt of provisions some hundred or two miles
in advance, that they might be able to remain oub
the longer, in execution of their design. To
accomplish this, a parby was organised, under the
command of the second officer, Bro. Brooks, to
take a sledge-load of provisions and necessaries
and make a depdt of them in a secure place, far
to the north, to be resorted to by Dr. Kane and
his companions on their contemplated long tour.
This party had now been out nine days, during
which time the average of the thermometer was
over twenty-seven degrees below zero. Brooks
had taken the little Mason-flag, received from the
brethren of St. John’s, Newfoundland, with him on
this expedition. Why? We cannot answer: all
we know is bhat it accompanied the wanderers on
that winter expedition, perhaps in the character
of an amulet or talisman, a kind of little house-
hold god, rather than anything else.

Brooks and his party had accomplished their
object, and were returning to the brig, when they
were overtaken by one of those wild and furious
snow-storms, so common in the Arctic regions in
early spring. The wind blew a perfect tempest,
while the driving and eddying snow filled the air
and completely blinded and bewildered the half-
frozen wanderers. The cold was intense, and they
were ont on the ice some sixty miles from the brig.
They could not survive this exposure long, and part
of them were already too much exhausted o proceed
farther. In this emergency they pitched their
tent, into which four crowded for shelter, while
the remaining three, the strongest, determined
on an effort to reach the brig and procure help to
save their perishing companions. How they
reached it is still unknown, for they were unable
to tell themselves, but reach it they did. We will,
however, let Dr. Kane tell the history of their
return, and the subsequent rescue of the four left
upon theice. We have no doubt that Dr. Kane
would have perilled his life to save the humblest
man of his crewv—he did it more than once—but
there was a Mason, perhaps more than one,
perishing away oubt there on that Arctic ice,
enveloped in that Arctic snow-storm, and his
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Mason-flag was flying from his tent-pole as a
signal of distress! Would Dr. Kane hesitate?
Let him answer.

“We were at work, cheerfully sewing away
at the skins of mocassins, by the blaze of our
lamps, when toward midnight, we heard the noise
of steps above, and the next minute Sontag,
Ohlsen, and Peterson came down into the cabin.
Their manner startled me even more than their
unexpected appearance on board. They were
swollen and haggard, and hardly able to speak.

“Their story was a fearful one. They had left
their companions in the ice, risking their own
lives o bring us the news : Brooks, Baker, Wilson,
and Pierre were all lying frozen and disabled.
Where? They could not tell; somewhere in
among the hummocks to the north and east; it
was drifting heavily round them when they parted.
Irish Tom had stayed by to feed and care for the
others ; but chances were sorely against them. It
was in vain to question them further. They had
evidently travelled a great distance, for they were
sinking with fatigue and hunger, and could hardly
be rallied enough to tell us the direction in which
they had come.

“My first impulse was to move on the instant
with an nnencumbered party: a rescue to the
effective or even hopeful could not be too prompt.
‘What pressed on my mind most was, where the
sufferers were to be looked for among the drifts.
Ohllsen seemed to have his faculties rather more
at command than his associates, and I thought
that he might assist us as a guide; but he was
sinking with exhaustion, and if he wenbt with us
we must carry him,

“There was not & moment to be lost. While
some were still busy with the new comers, and
getting ready a hasty meal, others were rigging
out the Little TWillie with a buffalo cover, a small
tent, and a package of pemmican ; and, as soon
as we could hurry through our arrangements,
Ohlsen was strapped on in a fur-bag, his legs
wrapped in dog-skins and eider down, and we
were off upon the ice. Our party consisted of
nine men and myself. We carried cnly the
clothes on our back. The thermometer stood ab
seventy-eight degrees below the freezing point.

“ A well-known peculiar tower of ice, called by
the men the ¢ Pinnacly Berg,” served as our first
landmark ; other icebergs of colossal size, which
stretched in long beaded lines across the bay,
helped to guide us afterwards; and it was not

until we had travelled for sixteen hours that we
began to lose our way.

“We knew that our lost companions must be
somewhere in the arvea before us, within a radius
of forty miles. Mr. Ohlsen, who had been for
fifty hours without rest, fell asleep as soon as we
began to move, and awoke now with unequivocal
signs of mental disturbance. It became evident
that he had lost the bearing of the icebergs whick
in form and colour endlessly repeated themselves 3
and the uniformity of the vast field of snow utterly
forbade the hope of local landmarks.

¢ Pushing ahead of the party, and clambering-
over some rugged ice-piles, I came to a long level
floe, which I thought might probably have ab-
tracted the eyes of weary men in cirnumstances
like our own. It was s light conjecture, but ib.
was enough to turn the scale, for there was no
other to balance it. I gave orders to abandon
the sledge, and disperse in search of foot-marks..
We raised our tent, placed our pemmican in cache,.
except a small allowance for each man to carry on
his person; and poor Ohlsen, now just able to
keep his legs, was liberated from bis bag. The
thermometer had fallen by this time to 49°8" below
zero, aud the wind was sefting in sharply from the-
north-west. It was out of the question to halt;
it required brigk exercise  keep us from freezing..
I could not even melt 1ce for water ; and ab these-
temperatures, any resort to snow, for the purpose:
of allaying thirst, was followed by bloody lips and
tongue. If burnt like caustic.

“It was indispensable, then, that we should
move on, looking out for traces as we went. Yet,.
when the men were ordered to spread themselves,.
so as to multiply the chances, thongh they all
obeyed heartily, some painful impress of solitary-
danger, ov, perhaps, it may have been the varying
configuration of the ice-field, kept them closing
up continually into a single group. The strange
manner in which some of us were affected I now
attribute as much to shattered nerves as to the
direct influence of the cold. Men like McGary
and Bonsell, who had stood out our srveresk
marches, wore seized with frembling fits and
short breath; and, in spite of all my efforts to
keep up an example of sound bearing, I fainted
twice on the snow.

“We had been nearly eighteen hours without
water or food, when a new hope cheered us. I
think it was Hans, onr Esquimaux hunter, who
thought he saw a broad sledge-track. The drifé
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had nearly effaced it, and we were some of us
doubtful at first whether it was not one of those
accidental rifts which the gales make in the sur-
face snow. Bubas we traced it on the deep snow
among the hummocks, we were led to footsteps ;
and, following them with religious care, we ab last
came in sight of a small American flag fluttering
from a hummock, and lower down, a little Masonic
banner, hanging from a tent-pole hardly akove the
drift, It was the camp of our disabled comrades.
We reached it after an unbroken march of twenty-
one hours.

« The little tent was nearly covered. I was nob
among the first to come up; but, when I reached
the tent-curtain, the men were standing in silent
file on each side of it. "With more kindness and
delicacy of feeling than is often supposed to be-
long to sailors, but which is almost characteristic,
they intimated their wish that I should go in
alone. As I crawled in, and, coming upon the
darkness, heard before me the burst of welcome
gladness that came from the four poor fellows
stretched on their backs, and then for the first
time the cheer outside, my weakness and my
gratitude together almost overcame me. ¢They
had expected me : they were sure I would come "’

“Tell us no more about graphic descriptions, of
moments of intense excitement, of scenes and inci-
dents which so shake the soul from its centre as com-
pletely to unman it. This simple—almost child-like
—recital and the snrrounding circumstances, excel
any thing we have ever read. Cooper’s laboured and
vivid descriptions of savage life and forest battles—
the ambush, the surprise, the capture or escape, are
not to be compared with it for force and beauty,
The poor lost perishing wanderers on that icy waste,
who had crawled nuder their tent and laid them down
to die, with their mason-flag at half-mast, had no
hope but in the faithfulness, affection, and fortitude
of their noble commander ; and even help from that
source was dependent upon the success of the three
almost exhausted men who had left them to find the
brig. And after all there were a hundred chances to
one, that, amid the waste and wilderness of snow and
ice, the rescue party would be unable to find them.
How welcome to the brotherly heart of Kane was the
first sight of that little flag—that mason-flag—at the
tent-pole! But that little tent may be only the
tomb of the lost ones ; aad the moments between its
discovery and its entrance were big with torturing
anxiety. The exclamation of the rescued, when their
brotherly comrade suddenly made his appearance

among them, fully indicates their condition—Dbetter,
Indeed, than a volume of elegant description :— we

expected you; we were sure you would come!’
They had often wrestled with the ocean-waves ; they
had braved the hurricane at the mast-head; they had
faced death with all his terrors on a thousand times;
they were strong, rugged men of the sea, with iron
nerves; but they were children now, melted and
subdued by suffering, and their hearts were in the
expression— we were sure you would come!” No
wonder the great soul of the commander was over-
come with emotion abt the moment: he would not
have been the hero and the Brother that he was if
he had not been “ overcome !

IMASONIC NOTHES AND QUERIES

MIND AND MATTER.

Brother ,the Grreat Architect of the Universe
has not permitted us to kuow in what way mind.
acts upon matter. These words will, I hope, enable
you to understand the passage you have met with in
a popular book recently published. ook in some
encyclopeedia for Malebranche’s  Occasional Causes,”
and Leibnitz’s “ Pre-established Harmony.” The
subject is happily altogether foreign to Freemasonry.
—Cuartes Purron Coorrr.

ATHEISM AND CHARITY.

“ Where there is atheism there cannot be charity,”
writes a plous brother. He is mistaken. In
Buddhism, which is the religion of 480 millions of
our fellow-creatures, atheism and charity are seen side
by side. My brother may loock at my communica-~
tions to the Freemasons’ Magazine * Freemasonry and
Buddhism,” vol. viil,, page 430, “Buddhism and
Freemasonry,” vol. xil., page 400, and “The Budd-
hists,” vol. xv., page 3809.—Cmarirs Purrox
CoorEER.

CHRISTIAN FREEMASONRY.

The best Christian Freemasonry is that which
admits all Christian sects, those excepted (should
any such now exist) having doctrines or practices
incompatible with the moral law.—From a bundle of
Masonic memoranda in Bro Purton Cooper’s manu-
script collections.

DEVELOPMENT OF TRUE FREEMASONRY,

Brother , you will find an answer to youx
inquiry upon this subject in my communication to the
Treemasons’ dagazine, vol. xv., page 72. My words
there ave as follow :—¢ The development of true Free-
masonry is cerfainly and satisiactorily, although
silently and almost imperceptibly, going on in our
English lodges. These lodges exist in every part of
the globe ; they are co-extensive with Queen Victoria’g
dominions, upon which it is said, and we know it to
be no vain boast, the sun never sets.”-—CuraruEg
Pyrrox Coorer.

THE GREAT ARCHITECT OF TIE UNIVERSE.—SPINOZA,
Brother , you are right. ~The words of

Spinoza ave—** Del naturam ejusque proprictates ex-

plicui.,”—Cuarors Purron Coorex.
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AWINDOOS—THEIR ADMISSION INTO ENGLISH
TREEMASONRY.

"The report of the President and Vice-President of
‘the Colonial Board upon this subject, dated 2nd of
August, 1864, a correspondent will find in the
Freemasons’ Magazine, vol. xi., page 408.—CHARLES
Purrox CooPLE.

CERTAIN ROMAN CATIOTLICISM.

There is & Roman Catholicism which teaches that
-2 happy immortality awaits the souls of Roman
Casholics only. Such Roman Catholicism is utterly
incompatible with the principles of true Freemasonry.
~—From a manuscript in Bro. Purton Cooper’s Ma-
sonic collections entitled “ Freemasons’ Table Talk.”

4 PROPOSAL FOR TIE AMENDAMENT OF ALL MASONIC
CONSTITUTIONS.

A foreign brother asks in what manner a proposal
for the amendment of all Masonic Constitutions, by
-erasure of that which relates to the Great Architect
of the Universe and the soul’s immortality, would be
received by English Freemasons. My answer is that
such proposal would be received with feelings of
mingled horror, indignation, disgust, and piety.—
‘Cmarres Purroxy CoorEr.

ROYAL ARCH DEGREE,
When is a Master Mason eligible for the Royal
Arch Degree? The bye-laws of most chapters say
&welve months, Are they calendar or lunar months ?
-A brother some years ago was exalted, having been
twelve months (lunar) a Master Mason. His certi-
ficate was afterwards refused at head quarters because
ke had not been a full year a Master Mason, and the
-ceremony was ordered to be gone through again.
"Was this constitutional or legal in a Masonic sense ?
—T. [Art. 23, page 20, Royal Arch Regulations.
Mo Mason shall be exalted to this sublime degree,
unless he has been a Master Mason for twelve
«calendar months at least, of which satisfactory proof
sball be given. The only exception is in Chapters
abroad.—Ep. F. M.]

‘TEE NUMBER OF ENGLIST LoDpGrs.—The number™of lodges
qunder the control of the Grand Lodge of England is upwards
‘of 1,100 ; of this number, about 170 are in London, or within
‘three miles of the Freemasons’ Hall in Greab Queen-street ;
aver 560 are seattered over other parts of England and Wales,
The rest are in British provinces in all quarters of the world,
while several are attached to regiments in the British army, In
addition, there are nearly 1,000 Royal Arch Chapters nnder the
same jurisdiction.—Masonic Review,

FREEMASONRY 1IN THE WoORLD.—I% is ostimated by thoso who
ought to know, that at prosont, in round numbors, thoro aro
about 1,250,000 Freo and Accopted Masons scattored upon tho
faco of tho globo. OFf this number somo 150,000 are in Encland
100,000 in Scotland, and 50,000 in Iroland. Thero aro about
690,300 on the continont of Buropo; 300,000 in tho United
States; and 50,000 in othor parts of tho world. In England
thore aro two or threo thousand persons initiated oYory yoar:
and Papal alocutions and fominine denunciations notwithstandin «
$ho Masonie body is said to bo evorywhero incroasing. °

YVIRTUE.—The creation of the sculptor may moulder in the
dust—the wreath of the bard may wither—the throne of the
conqueror may be shivered by an opposing power into atoms—
the fame of the warrior may be no longer hymned by the
recording ministreal ; but virtue—that which hallows the eottaee
and sheds a glory around the palace, shall never decay. It s
cofebrated by the angels of God-—it is written on the pillars cf
heuven and repeated down to earth. The rock breaker who
[possesses it is more noble than the intriguing statesman,

THE MASONIC MIRROR.

&,% All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-strec,
Strand, London, W.C.

RoYAL. MasoNte INSTITUTION FOR Boys.—Af the last Gonoral
Court of the abovo Institution, Bro. T. Binckes announced that
thore wero at prosent thirty-nino candidatos for oloction iw
Octobor, and that at least two more would be added to the list..
Thoro wore thirty unsuceossful ab lash oloction, and thoro would
only bo cloven vacancies. If was to bo deplored that thoro wors
such a fow vacancies and so many candidates, but, although the:
dormitorios would tako 120, it was not desirablo to increase the
number of pupils till tho debt which at present impeded the
action of the Instibution was wiped off. Tho school and class
room, the dining hall, and residential accommodation was sufli-
ciont for 200 scholars, and of course the dormitory accommeoda~
tion could ho increased; but, nntil the debt was cloaved off, no
promiso of oxtension of the honofits of tho Institution could bo
hold out. A vigorous offort on tho part of the Craft might roll.
away this obstaclo to a furthor dovelopment of the henefits
sought to he affordod.

THE Tate Bro. Sir A. AzisoN.—The Provincial Grand
Fuueral Lodge being appointed to take place on Thursday last,
the 25th. It is impossible in the present number for us to give
areport of the meeting; we shall, however, give it in exfenso
in our issue of August 4th.

Masonic Prexic.—The Mayor of Glastonbury, who is a.
distinguished member of the Craft, intends holding a Grand.
Masonie pienic on the 29th inst., to which the Masons of the
provinces of Somerset and Bristol will be specially invited.
Considering the locality abounds with scenes of archamological
and antiquarian interest, doubtless a numerous gathering of the
Craft will be happy to embrace the opportunity of spending so
delightful a day.

METROPOLITAN.

Tur Sudaer FesTivan or Tue Domazis Lopar (No. 177).
—The annual festival of this lodge took place at Bro. Teale’s,
the Rye House, Hoddesden, and notwithstanding the heavy
showers of rain which had fallen in the morning there was a
very fair proportion of the members present. Bro. F. Smith,
W.M., was present, and filled the chair with his usual ability.
Amongst the visitors were Bros. Brown, P.M. Prndent Brethren
Lodge (No. 145); Bragg, St. Mark’s Lodge (No. 857); Stevens,
P.M. Hertford Lodge (No. 403); J. R. Dagg, Cecil Lodge,
Hitehin (No. 449); Leab, Confidence Lodge (No. 193); Hallet,
Royal Albert Lodge (No. 907) ; Perren, Temple Lodge (No.101);
Blackburn, Union Waterloo Lodge (No. 18), &c. Most of the
brethren arrived about eleven o’clock, and amused themselves
until dinner-time by walking through the beautiful gardens
attached to “ Ye Old Rye House.” The flower beds, refreshed
by recent rain, which sent forth a delightful odour, were greatly
admired, besides which the relics of the conspirators engaged
in the Rye House Plot ¢ the dungeons, subterranean passages,
ancient tapestry, &c., were features of interest to the visitors.
At three o’clock the brethren sat down to a splendid banquet,
served up in a manner which reflected great credit upon the
Messrs, Teale (who are also members of the lodge), and to which
the brethren showed their appreciation by doing it full and
ample justice. The wines and dessert were of & recherché deserip~
tion, and everything passed off without a bLitch. The cloth
having been removed and grace said, the W.M. gave “The
Queen and the Crafs,” which toast was duly honoured. The
toast of “The Sovereign of Freemasonry, the M.W.G.M., the
Earl of Zetland,” was next proposed and drank.  The Health of
the “Deputy Grand Master, the Earl de Grey and Ripon, and
the rest of the Grand Ofticers” followed, and was also duly
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appreciated. Bro. J. Smith, the Treasurer and P.M., snid the
brethren might well cougratulate themselves on having Bro.
Frederick Smith to preside over them, for during the whole time
he had been connected with the lodge he had scarcely ever
known him to be absent from his duties. He was qaite sure
thata bebter Master of a lodge or » person of more gentlemanly
manners than their respected W.M. could not be found. The
manner in which he had presided over them that day reflected
great credit upon him, and in the toast he was about to propose
the brethren, he felt sure, would do him all the honours. He
then gave “ The W.M.” The toast, it is almost needless o say,
was drunk enthusiastically. The W.M., who, upon rising, was
received with loud cheers, said he was vain enough to think
that the brethten had met that day as much to see him and
spend the afternoon under his prosidency as they had to meet
together as Masons and enjoy that conviviality and interchange
of good feeling peculiar to the fraternity. He thanked them
for the honour they had done him, and sald he felt proud to
preside over the lodge, which was one of the largest, if not the
largest in London. *The Health of the Visitors” was given,
for which Bro. Stevens returned thanks. The toast of “The
Stewards,” to which Bros. Kulke, Treadwell, Elmes, Sec., and
C. Thompson returned thauks, brought the meeting to a close.
The brethren shortly 'afterwards rebturned to town highly
pleased with their day out.

WarrEayM Cross.— Gresham Lodge (No. 869).—The regular
meeting of this lodge was held on Saturday the 12th inst.,
at the Four Swans, when there were present Bros. Chas, Swan,
P. Prov., G.D., P.M. and Scc., as W.M.; W. . Gompertz, J.\V.
Robert Bruee, 8.D.; H. Littaur Steward, W, H. War, P. Prov:
G. Steward, John Smith, 2. D.; BE. Glover, W. C. Barnes, J. R.
Justin, J.J, Cox, Ino. E. Grocott, F. S. Foley, Samuel Parsey,
S. H. Hunt, Max Littaur, and Bro. E. ¥Fox, visitor, formerly a
member of the lodge. The lodge was opened in due form, and
the minntes of the meeting held on the 8th June were rend and
confirmed. Several letters were read from members explaining
the cause of their non-attendance. Bros. E. Glover and W. C.
Barnes were examined as E.A.’s and withdrew. The lodge was
then openedin the second degree, and Bros. Glover and Barnes
were passed as F.C. Masons. Bros. Justin and Grocoth were
then examined in that degree, and having acquitted themselves
in a highly satisfactory mauner withdrew, and the lodge was
opened in the third degree, and the two last-named brethren
were raised to the degree of M.M. The lodge was theu closed,
and the brethren adjourned to the banqueb table, which was
well supplied by Bro. Hunt, one of the members of the lodge.
The cloth having been removed, the customary loyal and Masonic
toasts were given and responded to; and the brethven, after
spending a very pleasant afternoon together, separated early,
several of the members having to return to Londou.

PROVINCIAL,

KENT.

Sivovr,—Sydiey Lodge (No. 829).—Tho monthly moeting of
this lodge was hold ab the Black Horse, Sideup, on Tuosday,
the Sth inst. Present:—Bros. G. Snow, W.M,, Prov. S.G.W.;
Thomas M. Paget, S.W.; R. P, Atkins, J.W, Prov. G.S.; H. Do
Grey, 8.D.; J. Smith, J.D.; W. Thompson, LG, ; J. Hondorson,
P.M. and Sec.; J. Mill, Troas.; Todman, Beacham, Smith,
Styles, Pockworth, Wiscombo (visitors), and other brothren.
Throo brothren wers raised, two passod, and on a ballet being
take.nI Mr. Ashdown, who had heen proposed at the last mooting
for initiation, it was proved to Lo unanimous in his favour, and
ho was duly initiatod into tho socrots and mystorios of tho Ordor.
4 lotter from the Grand Lodgo was then road, and ordored to bo
ontered on the minutos, alter which tho lodge was closod. Tho
brothren, about forty in numboer, then sat down to an excollent
Topast. _Aftor tho usual Masonic toasts had boon duly honourod,
11311‘0. J. Hendorson, P.M. gavo tho health of tho V. Prov. G.

astor and tho rest of tho Grand Officers, coupling with it tho
name of thoir 'W.M., who, ho was proud to see, had beon ap-
{))omted Prov. $.G.W,, and ho trusted ho might long ho spared to

© 016 amongst thom. The W.DL, in reply, statod that having
only beox} boon appointed and invested as a Prov. G. Officor so
short a time, he could not be oxpoctod to say much about the
working of tho Prov. &. Lodgo, hus this ho would say, that tho
Prov. G. Lodge of Kont set ay example, in the way of charitablo

donations, to most othor provincos. o himsolf had bocome a
vice-prosident to all throe of tho Masonic Oharitios, and had also
sent in his name as Stoward for the next Festival, and he relied
with confidenco on rocoiving somo support from that lodge in
tho way of donations fo those most oxcellont institutions, which,
as mon and as Masons, we all ought to be, and wmo doubt wore,
proud of. Tho W. Mastor's hoalth was then proposoed, and briefly
responded to. The hoalth of Bro. Ashdown, the initinte, thon
followad, who, in reply, exprossed a hope that as he-had that day
takon his first position amongst thom, thoy would find him, as he
proceodoed onwards, a hotter man and a bettor Mason. The W.M.
then proposed the health of the Visitors, which was rosponded to
by Bro. T, Wiscombe, P.AL, who stated ho always folt a pleasuro
in visiting the Sydnoy Liodge, for to him it soomod almost as
though he were a momber, so well known was ovory membor to
him, and such was the fraternal fooling shown to him; and he
trustod the day was far distant whoen ho wounld coaso to roceive
the hearty welcome he had always had. Tho W.M. then pro-
posed the healths of the SV. and J.W., adding thet two more
officient and abls officors could not bo found in any lodge, and
without such officors no W.3. could conduct tho husiness of any
lodgo satisiactorily. DBro. Pagot, S.W., roplied, by saying he
fearod thay had paid him too high a compliment; ho. cortainly
only did that which ho considered his duty as a Mason and an
officor to do. Tho health of the Deacons and LG. followed, and
was roplied to by Bro. H. Do Grey, who thankod them for the
kindness shown him, and stated that it was always a ploasure
to him to bo af his post, ready and willing to his duty when
called upon. This lodge warrant is dated 1860, and four years
ago it had but fow mombers. It now numbeors over fifty. The
place of meoting is so casy of access from all adjacont parts of
the county, and now that the station at Sideup is open, which
augnrs well for the futuro prosperity of the lodgo. The neigh-
bourhood is dolightful, and, as most of onr roaders aro aware,
many of the swmmer banquots of other lodgos take placo ab this
spot.

MIDDLESEX.

UxBRIDGE.— Royal Union Lodge (No. 382).—A regular meoting
of this lodgo was hold on Monday, the 15th inst., at the Chequers
Hotel, an unusually large namber of brethren boing present,
dospite tho unfavourable state of tho weathor. Bro, F. J. Wirtz-
fold, W.M., took his seat soon after five o’clock, supported by
Bros. Glasher, S.\,; Thomas Alexandor Adams, P.G.P. (who
kindly occupied the third chair in the unavoidable absonce of
tho J.W.); Broomo and Fehrenback, S. and J.D.s ; and Coulton,
jun, LG, Tho P.JL's prosont wero Bros. Beedon (the fathor of
the lodge), Horsman, and Coombes. Among tho visifors wore
Bros. J. Harris, $61; H. Isaacs, §61; T. Brock, S61; B. Bel-
shawe, 861; T. Rawlings, 144; Wosthowry, 753 ; and G. Taylor,
25. Lodge duly opencd, Bro. Dean was fntrodneod, questioned,
and having satisfactorily answorod tho usual quorios, was solemnly
raised to tho sublime dogreo of a M.M. This was followed by the
lodgo being reswmed to tho first degree, whoen Bros. Coulton, son.,
Knight, Murphy, and Mate presented thomselves as candidates
for tho second dogree, and passing a satisiactory examination as
to proficioncy, wore requostod to retiro for the usual proparation.
Lodgo was then oponed in tho second degree, and tho brothers
passod as I.C.’s,  DMr, T. Allon was balloted for, and was unani-
mously accopted as a candidato for tho first degroe. M. I, E.
Halfield was also unanimonsly olected as a candidate for the
mysteries and priviloges of Freemasonry. The nocossary formula
having been gone through, tho gonflomon were introduced
proporly propared, and were favourod with the initiatory step in
the Order, Tho wholo of the ceremonios were beautifully ren-
dored by tho W.DL, who was highly complimentod by the brethren
for tho Masonic lesson afforded them. Tho widow of an old de-
coasod mombor was roconnnonded to the Grand Lodge Board of
Bonovolence, the case being said to bo a most desorving one.
Lodge being closed, the brethren adjonrned to an excollent banguet,
well provided by Bro. Lyne, tho worthy host, every satisfaction
boing rondered in that dopartment, Tho usual loyal and Masonic
toasts followed, Bro. L. A. Adams’s name being coupled with the
Grand Officor’s, who tastofully tenderod his acknowledgments.
Bro, Rawlings, as ono of the visitors, roplying to that toast, paid
a woll-dosorved complimoent to the W.M. for his admirable
working. Bro. Tayloer, 23, also offered his tributo of praise to
Bro. Wirtzfeld, endorsing all tho oxcollont oxpressions of Bro.
Rawlings. Sevoral othor toasts followed, the brothron roturning
to town soon aftor ten o'clock. The next meeting will tako place
on the third Mondsy in Septembor,
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SOMERSETSHIRE,
ProviNCIAL GRAND LODGE.

There was 2 very strong muster of the Craft on Monday, the
15th ingt., at Bridgwater, on the occasion of the annual meet-
ing of the Provineial Grand Lodge of Somerset, which was
held in the Townhall, which was beautifully decorated for the
occasion by Bro. Davis and Mr. Dyer, of the Bridgwater
Nursery. The lodge was held under the presidency of Bro.
Major A. W, Adair, Prov. G.M. who appointed the following
brethren as his officers for the ensuing year :—DBros. Berryman,
Prov. 8.G.W.: Cook, Prov. J.G.W.; Martin, Frov. G. Chap.;
Sall, Assist. Chap.; E. T. Payne, Prov. G. Treas.; Ricketts,
Prov. G. Reg.; Else, Prov. G. Sec. ; Jelley, Prov. S.G.D.; Strong,
Prov, G.J.D.; Smith, Prov. G. Supt. of Works; Garland, Prov.
G. Dir. of Cers.; Hollway, Assist. ditto; Reed, Prov. G.S.B.;
Marsh, Prov. G. Org.; Neland, Prov. G. Purst.; Young, Assish
ditto; Hellier, Prov. G. Tyler; Sumpber, Assist. ditto; Long,
Barter, Hodges, Davis, Gillard, Bristowe, Parfitt, and Soper,
Prov. G. Stewards. The following brethren were amongst
those present:—Bros. Captain Bridges, D. Prov. G.M.; R.
Thomas and C. R. Davy, Grand Chaplains of England ; J. Cook,
jun., W.M. of the Lodge of Perpetual Friendship, Bridgwater ;
B. C. Greenhill, S.W. ditto; W. Young, J.W. ditto; W. E.
Reeves, 906, W.M,, P. Prov. G. Org.; J. Greening, 41; J.
Collett, 134, P.M., P.P.,, &c. After the conclusion of the lodge
business, a banquet took place in the Assembly Rooms of the
Clarence Hotel, under the presidency of the Prov. G.M.

SOUTH WALES (EASTERN DIVISION).
Provixerar Graxo Lopse.

The annual meeting of the Provineial Grand TLodge was held
at Brecon on Thursday, the 18th inst., and was in every respoch
a most suecessful and agreeable one.

On this occasion the lodges of the provinee, with tho excoption
of Morthyr and Abordaro, wero well roprosented, and a number
of visiting hrothron attended from Aborystwith, Hereford, Bath,
London, and other places.

Tho Provincial Grand Lodgo was held in the spacious
Assombly Rooms at the Town FHall, whieh wovro most appropri-
ately and handsomely docorated, the Brecon brothren having
spared no pains to render their recoption of tho Provineial Grand
Lodgo all that could ho desired.

The R.W. tho Prov. G.)., Bro, Thoodoro Mansel Talbot, enterod
tho lodge rooms at two o’clock, accompanicd by the D. Prov.
G.AL, Bro. Kdward J. Morris, and attended by a largo numbor of
Provincial Grand Officers.

Tho business upon the agenda paper was as follows :—

To read and confirm the minutes of thoe last Provineial Grand

Lodgo.
To veceive the Provineial Grand Treasurer’s accounnts for the
past year.

To clect a Provineial Grand Treasurer for the ensuing year.

" To appoint and invest the Provincial Grand Officors for the
onsuing year.

Toreceivo veport of the Provineial Grand Lodgo Committeo

To prasent the Charity jowol fo tho Worshipiul Bro. R. T.
Langley, P. Prov. S.G.W., as the second Stownrd ropresonting
this provineo at the Festivals of the Boys’ and Girly’ Sehools.

To vote contributions to Masonic and othor charities.

The Provincial Grand Lodze being opened, aud the minutes
of the last meeting held at Swansea having been read and con-
firmed, the Prov. Grand Treas.’s accounts for the pash year were
received and adopted, printed statements of some being freely
distributed among the brethren.

Bro. William Cox, P.AL, 237, was unanimously re-elected
Prov. Grand Treas. for the ensuing year, and judging from the
feeling exhibited the re-appointment gave the greatest satis-
faction.

The R.W,, the Prov. G.M., having addressed the brethren in
an admirable speech touching upon the varions topics of interest
during the year, whieh was Youdly eheered, proceeded to appoint
and invest the Provincial Grand Officers for the year, as
follows :—

Bro. J. D. Pervott, 651 ....ccvvvurens Prov. 8.G.W.
5 Rowland Thoma, 364 ........... .y GV
s Chas, T. Heatley, M.A., 237 ... , J. Chaplan.
» BdwardJones, 960 ..ooociiiniinn o Do.
5 Marmaduke Tennant, 833 ...... , &, Reg.
s David Williams, 237... wvvveenrnn (1. Sec.
» John Plews, 110 ...oooviimnivinne 2 S.GD.

Bro. Thos. B. Bell, 960........... vevens 3y JUGD.
» John W. Hollam, 237 s G Supt. of Works,
s, Tvan Jones, 651 ... ... 5> G. Dir. of Cers.
» J. 8. Stephens, 36 ...... 35 »
» 3. AT, Snead, 651 ... 5 G. Sword Bearer.
»» R.S. Fisher, 36........c00vvivinns » G Org.
5, David Jenkins, 833 ., 5 G Purst.
» Geo. Cansick, 651 ....,, . » G Steward,
» Richard Webb, 651 3 3
» G. Robinson, 36....., 5 ”»
»n W. M. Rees, 364 .., » »
s R. J. Coleman, 960 .., 3 ”

The Report of the Provincial Grand Lodge Comumittee wasg
then read by the Secretary, as follows :—

“Inpresenting their annual report to Provineial Grand Lodge,
the Provincial Grand Lodge Committee desive, in the first place,
to record with much satisfaction, the continued success whick
has attended the working of the system of steward representa~
tion. The expectations of the Frovincial Grand Lodge Com~
mittee, in this respect, have been more than realized.

At the festival of the boys’school, in March last, the province
was represented by Bro. Charles Bath, Prov. 8.G.W., and Wor-
shipful Master of the Indefatigable Lodge (No. 237), whose sub~
scription list amounted to £130. The stewardship to the girls®
school, in May, was undertaken by Bro. R. F. Langley, P. Prov.
8.G.W., and Worshipful Master of the Glamorgan Lodge (No. 36),
whose list amounted to £77 14s. These contributions compare:
favourably with those of the two preceding years; and it will be
noticed with gratification, that the province is now contributing-
at the rate of £230 to the Masonic schools.

The provinee will next year be represented by Bro. Charles
Bath, Prov. 5.G.W. to the girls’ school, and Bro. H. L1 Prichard,
P. Prov. J.G.D. to the boys’ school ; and the committee earnestly
hope and believe that the efforts of tswo such worthy and ener«
getic brethren will be as successful as have been those of their
predecessors.

Since the establishment of the system of steward representa-
tion, and the consequent increase of voting power acquired by
the province, the election of three boys and two girls has been .
secured, all the candidates being immediately related to mem~
bers of one or other of the lodges of the province.

At the last clection to the boys’ school, in April last, the pros
vinee supported the case of George Hopwood, a nephew of Bro..
F. A. Hopwood, of Swansea, and the Provincial Grand Lodge:
Committec have wmuch pleasure in reporting his successful
adinission by a considerable majority of votes.

In addition, this province has been enabled materially to
assist in the eiection of other candidates supported by adjoining
provinees.

These results have of course been obtained by a systematic
utilization of the votes of the province through a recognized
channel, The votes of this province alone ave insufficient to:
obtain the return of a candidate to either charity; hence, to
ensure success, it is necessary to solicit aid from provinees able:
and willing to assist—viz, from DBristol and Gloucester—to-
which provincesa large number of votes have to be repaid at the
carliest opportunity. The growing ability of this province to
help others, obtains for it very ready assistance whenever
needed ; and while very gratefully acknowledging the fraternal
assistance always extended by the two provinces above named,
it must be a great satisfaction to the brethren of South Wales:
to kinow that they are able to make a return for such friendly
help.

'll‘he Provincial Grand Todge Committee feel especially called:
upon to direct the attention of the brethren of the provinces
to the fact that many valuable votes continue to be lost to the
provinee, year after year, in consequence of this system not being:
clearly apprehended, and in many cases by the negligence of the
voter, or by a thoughtless distribution of votes in directions from
which no return can he expeeted.  The Provineial Grand Lodge
Committee cannot refrain from again wrging upon the bret:h_ren
generally, and upon the Worshipful Masters. of the various
lodges in particular, the very great importance of acting in
combination. By united action the province is now able to
work to great advantage, which desultory individual effort
would fail to accomplish. )

In their next report, the Provincial Grand Lodge Commibtee
hope to be able to announce the represantation af the province
ab the festival of the Royal Masonic Benevoleut Institution for
Aged Freemasons and Widows of Freemasons ; the Right Wors
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shipful the Provineial Grand Master baving kindly promised to
serve as the first steward for this excellent charity, which is
entitled to the best support of the brethren.”

The presentation of the Charity jewel to Bro. R. F. Langley,
P. Prov. S.G.W., was deferred in consequence of the brother’s un-
avoidable absence.

The Prov. G.3L annonnced that he would take an carly oppor-
%mit));f of presenting the jewel to Bro. Langley in his own lodge at

ardiff.

On the motion of the D. Prov. G.M., the following donations
were unanimously voted from the funds of the Provincial Grand
Lodge, viz, £21 to the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, £21
to the Royal FFreemasons’ School for Female Children, £21 to the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for Aged Freemasons and
the Widows of Freemasons—£10 10s. to the Male Annuitant Fund,
and £10 10s. to the Female Annuitant Fund.

The D. Prov. G.M., having brietly explained what had been done
in the past, and what was now doing, as regavds support to the
Masonic Charities, very warmly and heartily commended the past
exertions of the brethren, and the liberal spirit generally evinced
throughout the province. e strongly nrged the need of increased
effort, and besought the brethren mot to slacken in their good
work, but to let the ensuing year bear abundant fruit in the shape
of increased subscriptions. The motion was seconded by Bro. H.
L. Prichard, P. Prov. J.G.D., and supported by Bro. Frederick
Binckes, P.G.S., Secretary to the Boys’ School, in an eloguent
address, in which, although speaking for the Masonic Charities
generally, hedid not omit to bespeak the sympathies of his auditors
for the excellent insticution which he so well represents.

The announcement that the Prov. G.M. had kindly consented to
ropresent the provinee as its fivst Stoward ab the Festival of the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution, in January next, was received
with much applause.

The sum of £5 5s. was voted as a special donation to the Brecon
Infirmary, it being the custom at these meetings to set apart this
sum for the henefit of a local charity.

The usual collection on behalf of the poor was then made, which
amounted to £7 12s. 4d., and it was given to the W.AL. to be
handed to the vicar of the parish for distribution.

The Provineial Grand Lodge was then closed in due form.

At four o’clock the brethren, about 120 in number, sat down to
partake of an excellent banquet, provided in admirable style at the
Castle of Brecon Hotel. The Prov. G.ML presided, supported by the
D. Prov. -G.M. and Bros. C. R. Davey, P.G. Chap. and F. Binckes,
P.G.S., the newly-appointed Prov. G. Officers; Chas. Bath, 2. Prov.
S.G.W.; 1. D. Michael, P. Prov. 8.G.W.; J. G. Hall, ?. Prov.
J.G.W.; P, H. Rowland, P. Prov. J.G.W.; J. D. Davies, P. Prov.
G. Chap.; D. Thomas, P. Prov. G. Chap.; Thos. B. Hosken, P.
Prov. G. Chap.; W. Whittington and .J. Felton, P. Prov. G. Secs. ;
W. L. Powell, Thomas Hodge, and H. L. Prichard, P, Prov. G.D’s.;
E. J. Thomas, Thomas Powell, and . Donaldson, P. Prov. G. Dirs.
of Cers.; Idw. Fricker, P. Prov. G. Org.; H. A. Rich and J. Jones
Hewson, P. Prov. G.8.s; J. J. Nettell, G, B. Brock, W. I Brown,
Phillips, Rogers, Hughes, Morley, Hill, Deer, Bell, Phillips,
Prothero, Davies, Thomas, Mesnier, Williams, the W.A., Bro, G.T.
Smith, S. Balcombe, J. Davis, and several officers of the Aberystwith
Lodge ; Lawson, Wilts; Myers, Hereford ; Montgomery, Jones, two
visitors from lodges in America, and many others.

The following loyal and Masonic toasts were given from the
chair, and duly hononred:—*“The Queen and the Craft;” “The
AW, the Grand Master, the Karl of Zetland;”  The R.W. the
Deputy Grand Master, the Earl de Grey and Ripon, and the
Officers of Grand Todge;” “The R.W. the Provincial Grand
Master;” “Tne W. the Deputy Provincial Grand Master;” “The
Visitors;” “The Provincial Grand Officers,” “The Masonic
Charities 5 “The W.M. of the Brecknock Lodge (No. 651) 3" “ The
Lodges of the Province.” The harmony which prevailed was
further enhanced by some excellent songs, glees, &c.,, contributed
by the Swansea and Brecon brethren. Bro. Fricker, P. Prov. G.
Org., presided at the pianoforte with his usual ability. A most
enjoyable evening was passed, and, when the time avrived for the
departure of the special train which conveyed the visitors home, the
party broke up with sincere regret that the proceedings could not
be prolonged.

The greatest praise is due to the W.3. and Oflficers of the Brecon

odge for having initiated, perfected, and carried out their admi-
rable arrangements, which gave universal satisfaction. In no lodge
of tl.le province is the true spirit of Masonry better understood, or
carried more into practice, than by the very hospitable, genial, and
zealous members of No. 651,

WARWICKSHIRE.

BIRMINGIUAN.—Elkington Lodge (No. 1,016).—The monthly
meoting of this lodgo was held at the Masonic Rooms in Now
Hall-stroot, on Tuosday, tho 23rd inst. Owing to tho oxcitoment
causod by a contostod oloetion of 2 moember of Parliament on this
day, the attondance was much moro limited than usual. Tho
Iodgo was oponed at six o'elock by Bro. Honry Bourne, W.AL,
assistod by Bros. Grinsell, $.\.; Dr. Fostor, JAV.; McCracken,

P.M., acting as Socrotary; and Dr. Hopkins, a visitor, acting as
LP.AL Tho minutos of tho provions meoting wore read and
confirmed. Bros. H. G. Quilter and T. D. Watson were pro-
sented as candidatos for tho degroo of F.C., and, having heen
oxaminod, woro entrusted and dismissod for proparation. The
lodgo was oponod in tho socond degreo. The candidates were
ro-admittod, and passed to the rank of F.C. in very creditable
stylo by the W.AL; indeed, the roportor, not being a m‘embor of
the lodgoe, has pleasuro in bearing testimony to tho officioncy and
corroct working of the officers. The chargo and the locture om
tho tracing board woro givon by Bro. Dr. Hopkins, P.M., &e.,
ab tha roquost of tho W.M., who aftorwards proposed a cordial
vobo of thanks to him for tho assistanco ho had rondered, whick
was soconded by the S.W., and carried unanimously. The lodger
was thon closed in tho second degrae. A civewlar from the Grand
Socrotary, in reference to the cars necessary in the examination
and admission of the visitors, was read by the W.M., and
ordorod to bo inserted in the minutos, Aftor some discussion as
to a proposed oxcursion into the country by the members, no
othor business offering, tho lodgo was closed ab cight o'clock in
porfoet harmony and brotherly love.

AMERICA.

(Continued fiom p. 55.)

REPORT OF BRO. A. G. GOODALL, OF NEW YORK,
TO THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE ANCIENT AND:
ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE, NORTHgRN JURISDIC-
TION, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

: Borivia.

There are no Masonic lodges in this country. The civil wars.
and political revolutions which have occurred in rapid succession
since its formation as a government, have so disturbed society,.
paralyzed commerce, and prevented foreign intercourse with its-
few thousand inhabitants scattered through the wild mountain
range of the Andes, or in the few villages situated on the barren,.
sandy coast of the Pacific, as to give but faint hopes of any
speedy and permanent introduction of onr Order among that
mixed race, the majority of whom are yeb uneducated, and,.
being governed by priestly influence, would not be very eager to-
search for our light, or easily taught to properly comprehend its.
sublime feachings.

CHILE.

The earliest introduction of Masonry in Chile is said to have:
been about 1840. A lodge was then working at Valparaiso, bub
its members having attempted to use the order for political pure
poses, the lodge was compelled to close its labours. It is not-
known in what rite they worked, or under what authority.

In 1851, the French residents of Valparaiso obtained a war-~
rant from the Grand Orient of France, and established o lodge
in that eity (Valparaiso), under date of Nov. 12, 1851, and
name of Etoile du Pacifique. In April, 1854, another lodge was
regularly organized under the same authority, and title of
Union Fraternal, Since then, other lodges have been duly estab--
lished af several places, working in the Ancient Accepted and
York Rites, and Masonry may now be considered as one of the
established institutions of progressive Chile, - The order appears-
to have gradually increased, and the brethren worked in hare
mony till abont the end of 1861, when, according to statements
sinee made publie, discord and partisan fecling began to rear ifs-
hydra head and contaminate the sanctuary where peace and
harmony should have reigned supreme, and thus the results:
have shown that Chile gives us another illustration of that
lamentable condition in which the interest and prosperity of
the Order can be made to suffor by the attempt of a few to-
assume and exercise powers that are contrary tolong established
and recognized Masonic Iaw and usage. In January, 1862,
Napoleon IL{. exercised his arbitrary power by placing Marshal
Magnan, who was not a Mason, to the noval position of Grand
Master of the Masonic Order in France, a circumstance which
was extensively commented on at the time, and universally
condemned by the fraternity at large. In consequence of this
act of Napoleon, over which the Grand Orient appears to have
had no control, the lodge, Union Fraternal, on receipt of the
news, declined to submit any longer to the authority of the said
Grand Orient, and at once, by vesolution passed at a regular
session, refused obedience to the Grand Orient of France, after
which the charter was given to a special comnitbee, with direc-
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tions to deposit if with the Lodge Etoile du Pacifique, which
was done in due form at a stated meeting of that lodge.

A similar action was taken by the Lodge Fraternidad, located
at Ceneepcion, also working under a charter from the Grand
Orient of France; and those two lodges, having withdrawn their
allegiance from the power that created them, and not obtaining
anthority from any other legitimate Grand Body, ceased to
exist, and no longer possessed any lawful Masonic authority.
Soon after these two lodges surrendered their authority to worlk,
some of the brethren previously holding membership in Lodge
Uaion Fraternal, decided to organize a Grand Lodge, and for
this purpose communicated with the brethren in a similar con-
dition with Lodge Fraternidad that was located at Concepeion,
and obtained their consent and co-operation. It then appears
that these brethren professed to believe that they still had full
authority, which they could use for consummating their parti-
cular object, by virtue of the Masonic powers which they had
voluntarily declared they would no longer retain, and
thus claimed the right to form a Grand Lodge; the next im-
portant point was to obtain the co-operation of a third lodge,
which they admitted was necessary. Seven brethren, formerly
members of Lodge Union Fraternal, assembled without the
necessary Masonic anthority, and organized what they called
the Lodge Progreso, and thus having what they claimed to be
three regular Symbolic Lodges; they coustituted, on the 29th
day of April, 1862, V. E., the so-called Grand Lodge of Chile,
working in the Ancient and Accepted Rite of the first threc
degrees in Masonry. They at once granted charters to Symbolic
Tivdges, and assumed all the rights of a governing body, and
‘sent a circular, announcing their existende to the Masonic bodies
throughout the globe. The Master of Lodge Etoile du Paci-
fique issued a protest agaiust this Grand Lodge, asserting
that they were irregular and clandestine, to which a
reply was made by those representing the interest of the
Grand Body, and several argumentary documents followed,
giving all the details, pro and com. Such is a brief
sketch of the bhistory and conditions of affairs as I found
them on my arrival at Valparaiso, 1st of Mareh, 1863, at which
time there were two lodges working legally—REtoile du Pacifique
‘Lindge, before mentioned, and Bethesda Lodge, under authority
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Krom the brethren
of these lodges I obtained what was said to be the facts of the
case relative to the contesting parties. All the published
documents relative to the formation of the Grand Lodge were
given to me, also copies of correspondence not yet published, as
well as many important facts bearing on the subject, were
communicated verbally. I then had an interview with the
parties claiming to hold the position of Grand Master and
Grand Secretary, informed them of the object of my wmission,
and the earnest desire of this Council to cultivate fraternal
relations with a legitimate Grand Body in Chile, and I asked
the former if he could furnish me any additional facts or in-
formation to those already published with bis aunthority and
that of his Seeretary. e roplied that they had nothing addi-
tional to offer, hut promised to answor in writing certain
questions I submitted to him, but which I have not yet had tho
ploasure of receiving. Having thms obtainod from the propor
source all tho evidence I could got bearing on the subject ab
issuo, and after a most careful oxamination of the same, I was
fully convineed that the so-callod Grand Lodgoe of Chile had
been constitnted in an frregular manner, contrary to the osta-
blished laws governing Masonry, and consoquently they woro
spurious and clandostine, and as sueh I declined to hold any
Masonie intercourse with thom, or any of the lodgns working
under their jurisdietion. At the date of my visit, this so-callod
Grand Body had boon in oxistencoe ncarly three years, and
although they had takoen the usnal course of bringing thoir
-elaims to the notice of the Grand Bodios at large, only two up
to that time had given them recognition, beiug tho Grand Lodgo
<of tho District of Colombia and the Supreme Council of Luxem-
burg; tho Grand Lodgo of Massachusotts authorised exchange of
Masonic conrtesies until othorwise divected. I thon believed,
-and am now convinced, that thoso rocognitions were given prin-
c¢ipally in consoquonco of tho sympathy which was eroatod for
the apparent loyalty to Masonie principlos, in declining to
remain under the authority of tho profane Magnan, and by those
foroign hodies not knowing the facts as to how the said Grand
Body in Chilo had been constituted ; and, aftor the lapso of noarly
six yoars, it is rather remarkable that none of the Grand
Masonic Bodies in South Amorica have recagnisod them. On the
676 of my departure from Santiago (March 31st, 1863), news

was rocoived that the Grand Lodge of Chilo had hoon recoguised
by the Supromo Council of France, 33° of which M. Viennct
was Sov. (. Commandor, which may bhe truo; but if so, it isa
quostion whethor such a rocognition has any Masonic force, as
abous the timo 16 is said to havo boon givon, that Suprome
Counneil ceasod to oxist, having closed its Iabours by requost of
Napoleon IIT., the rocords of which Council I saw in possession
of a distinguished illustrious brothor, in another jurisdiction, in
May, 1566.

It is with feelings of sincore rogret that I am compelled to
chroniclo this unfortunate condition of the Order inChiloe, as it is
universally admitted that there is no part of South America
whore the inhabitants are more enlightened, intolligent, and
inclined to receivo tho mystic teachings, appreciate and porpe-
tuate its principles. Tho priestly powor which has so long
rotarded tho advanco of liberal ideas, is boing gradually broken,
and a now cra and bright progressive carvcer is being oponod to
tho peoplo of Chile. It is, thereforo, important to tho intorosts
of tho I'raternity that a logitimate Suprome Body, governed by
the pure prineiples of tho Order, should be establishod in thab
country. Duwring my stay in London, a prominent citizen of
Chile recoived the nocessary dogrees, and authority from the
Suprome Council of England, to constitute a Grand Lodge or
Supreme Couneil, and I am induced to hope that this will soon
ho necomplished, and Chilo thon admitted to the Masonic family
throughout the world; but should this not be roalisod, and in
viow of tho importanco of tho subject, I suggost thab tho guostion
rolative fo tho recognition of the Grand Lodge of Chilo ho referred
to o spocial committeo, with directions to report ab tho nesb
annual moeting of this council; all the documonts and transactions
relative to tho same aro horowith submittod for their investiga-
tion.

The following are the lodges now working in Chile:—

Ttoilo du Pacifiquo Liodge, Valparaiso, works in Fronch under
authority of the Grand Orient of France—legitimate.

Bethosda Lodge, Valparaiso, works in English under tho Grand
Lodgo of Massachusetts, York Ritlo—logitimato.

Hiram Lodge, Copiapo, works in English under simijlar antho-
rity, and in York Rite, with pormission fo work in Spanish—
logitimato.

King Cyrns Royal Arch Chapter (No. 1), Valparaiso, undor
tho Grand Chaptoer of tho Unitod Statos—legitimato.

Grand Lodgo of Chile, Valparaise, Ancient and Accoptod Rite,
spurious, with tho following symbolic lodges under their juris-
diction—Union, Fraternal, and Progreso, Valparaiso; Justicia y
Libertad, Santiago; Ordon y Libertad, Coplapo; Fraternidad,
Coneopeion—all work in Spanish, and are irrogular.

Thore was a chaptor of Roso Croix and Couneil of Princes at
Valparaiso, working under the Grand Oriont of France; but tho
promises in which they mef were burnt in 1861, and all the
regalia dostroyed.  Sinco thon thoy have not assomblod for work,
althongh tho warrants are still retained.

I embraco this opportunity of returning my sincero thanks to
tho members of tho Bothesda Lodge, and to assuro thom of my
duoe approciation of tho social Masonic courtesios they extended
to mo during my sojomrn at Valparaiso. Long may they con-
tinuo to perpotuate tho principles of the Fratornity in thab
distant land.

A journey of 1,200 milos, ovor tho snow-clad peaks of the
Andes and the vast plains of tho Pampas, hrought me to thoe city
of Buenos Ayres, capital of tho

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

Thero is no authentic account of the first introduction of
Masonry into this country which has suffored groatly from the
sad results of eivil discord and rovolutionary strifo, for tho past
thirty years. TLodges are known to have boeen in oxistence aboub
1846, but in consoquence of tho unsotilod stato of socieby. when
amarchy so often reignod supremo, their labours were oither
sugponded, or thoy remained in passive existenco ; and if was
not till 1853 that the Order commencod its pormanent career in
tho Rio do Ia Plata, On tho 19th of January, 1854, lixcelsior
Lodgo,was ostablishod at Buenos Ayves under warrant of tho Grand
Lodge of England, working in York Rito and English language.
T'wo othor lodges were afterwards established at tho samo placo
and undor tho same auwthority—=Star of tho South, working in
Inglish, and Tountonia, working in the Goerman langunage; all
thoso lodges are woll supported and are very prosporous, having
among their members many of tho loading English and American
merchants of Buoenos Ayros.

In 1856 there was an irregular Masonic body in existence,
working in the Anciont and Accepted Rite, and claiming powors
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and jurisdiction of a Grand Lodgo ; but, recoiving no rceognition
or suppert, has ceased to oxist.

On tho 13th day of Septembor, 1838, V.E, tho Supromo
Council and Grand Orient of the Argentine Republic, Valloy of
Buenos Ayres, Ancient and Accopted Scottish Rito, was duly and
regularly constituted by authority of tho Supremo Council and
Grand Orient of Urnguay.

In 1861 tho Provincial Grand Lodgo of England (charter dated
May 24, 1861) was duly organised at Buenos Ayres, and has
formed a vory important, completo and fraternal allianco with
tho Suprome Couneil, by which permission is granted to the Grand
Lodge of England to establish symbolic lodges under their jurisdic-
tion, throughout the -Argentine Republic. At tho timo of my
visit the Rev. John Chubb Ford, pastor of the Bnglish chuvel,
was the Deputy G.ML, and the Masonic position of that body was
of tho highest character. My late advicos inform mo that Bro.
TFord had resigned, and Bro. Richard B. Maseficld, P.ML., would
bo his successor; if so, I can but congratulato that Grand Body
in boing so fortumato in having such a worthy and eminent
Mason to preside at their head.

The formation of those two governing Masonic powors for
that jurisdiction has been in overy particular rogular and legiti-
mate; and I found tho order and working of the native lodges
under the Supreme Council purer and more uniform than in any
othor part of South America.

Soon after my arrival at Buenos Ayros I addressed an official
commuuication to the IIL Bro. José¢ R. Poroz, 33, Sov.G. Com.,
informing him of tho object of my Masonie mission, and requested
to know if the Supremo Council desired to exchango tho usual
fratornal relations of amity, I wasatoncereceived with the most
cordial greeting, and numorous invitations oxtended to visit tho
various lodges undor their jurisdiction. A short timo provious
to my arrival a resident Bro. had returned to that city after a
visit to this counfry, claiming to reprosent a Masonic Body of
the Ancient and Accepted Rito in this jurisdiction, but not having
the necessary degree, or documents necossary for thab position,
and the power from which he hailed nof being known to the
Masonic Order as having any claims to legitimacy, his requost
for recognition was respectfully doclined, although considerablo
private influence was used in his support. Sevoral members of
the Council called on me, and expressed an eavnest desire to
embrace that favourable opportunity of establishing tho desired
fraternal relations and oxchango representatives with this
Council ; but uwpon the subject boing hrought officially beforo
their Couneil, it was referred to a distingnished member of that
body, then in New York, who had been proviously comnmissioned
to enter into amicablo relations with tho various Masonic bodics
in this country, and in duo timo tho subject will rocoive proper
attontion.

Among tho many interesting and agrooable Masonic ceromonios
I had tho pleasuro of witnossing during my stay at Buonos
Ayres, wore two, which I deem worthy of special mention, and
wero celebrnted undor the ablo management of the Lodge Union
Ttaliano. The first was the ceremony of baptismn peculiar to the
Ancient and Aceopted Scoftish Rito. The lodgoe was openod in
thoe wusual form, tho Grand Officers wore roceived with the honours
due to thoir exalted position, and after the rogular business was
finished cautionary instructions wore given, all Masonic labour
ceased, tho doors were opened, and sixtoen boys, varying in age
from four to ten yoars, sons of tho mombers, were admitted,
accompanied by their mothors, and assembled round tho tablo
containing tho articles required in the coremonios; the Sov. G
Commander then delivored an ologuent and improssivo address
rolative to tho solemn duties and obligations of tho brothren for
tho childron thoy were about to adopt, and after appropriato in-
strumental music, the coromonics of baptism were then porformed
by the Sov. G. Commander, assisted by the W.M.; the right
hands of the children were dipped in puro water, and tho solemn,
Improssive lessons and exhortations that followed, with the othor
ceremonies illustrating a proseribod course of action for thoir
Iuture guidance, and tho oblications of the brothron ever to watch
over and protect them through the journey of life, was performod
in a mannoer that conld not fail to mako a favourable and lasting
Impression upon those present; and whatover differonce of
opinion th'oro may be in regard to this Masonic coremony as long
pr:u_:txsod in various countries, I am convincod that its tondency
is highly beneficial to tho Masonic family, and could be profitably
adopted by other rites and jurisdictions, instead of some of thoe
uscless and absurd ceremonios now practised of appendant
degroos.

The othm: important ceremony alluded to will doubtless claim
more attention from, and he appreciated by the fraternity in this
country, as a tokon of esteom for tho character of ono who,

though not a Masen, suffered an untimely death in the causc of
his country.

Thoe news of the assassination of President Lincoln was roceived
al Buonos Ayres with the same feeling of horror that was so
spontanecously manifested throughout the civilised world; tho
dotails of thie national funcral which soon followed gave tho
information that the Masoenic Order had generally participated in
paying thoe last sad rights to the lamented dead, from which i%
was natural that forcign brethren should infer thab ho was a
Mason, and as an approeciation of their deep sympathy with tho
fraternity in this country Lodges of Sorrow were held in France,
and other countries ; in imitation of this truly fraternal fecling
the brethren of Lodgo Union Italiano held a Lodge of Sorrow o
the 17th day of July, 1863 ; they extended to me an offician.
invitation to assist in tho ceremonies and to act as chief mournel
in representing our country. Not knowing at the time that Mrr
Lincoln was not a Mason, I acceptod the invitatation, and partiei-.
pated as requosted. Tho lodge-room was elegantly draped in
mourning, with special and appropriate embloms tasteliully
arvanged, and extracts from our rituals suitably displayed. Tha
catafalquo in tho centro of the room was richly decorated in
black with the insignia of the Order, and the namo of him whose.
sad fate it ropresented, whilo four American Brothers, ono at
cach corner, were stationed as mourncrs during the solemn and
improessive ceremonies performed by the Master Officors and
brethren of tho lodge, the effect of which loft & most grateful
and improssive recollection om thoso of our countrymen thas
wore present. At the conelusion of the ceremonies I Bro.
Heetor I, Varala deliverod a very eloquent address on the lifo,.
character, and public services of Mr. Lincoln, a printed copy of
which I present with the other documents.

) ReruBric or URuGUAY.

Tho oarly history of Masonry in this country remains in that
obscurity similar to the other South American States, no authentic
account being as yot given. Betweon the years 1820 and 185G
lodges wore working at various places, but principally at Monto:
Video, undor authority from the Grand Bedies in IFrance and
Brazil; their work, however, is said to have been very irregular,.
causod, no doubt, by tho constant disturbed state of socioty,
rosulting from the civil rovolutions for which that country has
boen rather famous. In 1856 authority was obtained from the
Suprome Council and Grand Orient of Brazil, Valloy of Lavradio,
Rio de Janeiro, to establish a governing Masonic power, and
tho samo year tho Supremo Council, 83, and Grand Orient of
Urugnay Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, was regularly
constituted at Monto Video, and has sinco eontinuod its authority
unintorrupted. Al tho ostablished lodges at once obtained
charters from and affiliated undoer tho authority of the Grand
Oriont, except two, being Lodge Los Amis de la Patria, which
was working under a chartor from the Grand Orient of France,
in tho modern Rite, and TFronch languago, and Acacia Lodge
working undoer warrant from tho Grand Lodgo of England, in.
the York Rite and English language, and still continue their
labours under the same authority.

About this dato thero seomod to have heen a {resh impetus
givon to tho Order in that jurisdiction, and new lodges and
chaptors were organised in most of the towns throughout tha
country, until the number reached thirty-four working bodies,,
among which was George Washington Lodge, lonated in Entro
Rios. DBub political discord and civil revolution had again
seriously intorfered with their peacoful labours, and compelled
many to closo their portals, which will again bo open to labour
for the henefif of socioty, their country, and hnmanity, when
peace oneo more reigns in place of the deadly strifo of civil war.

The brightest and most important opoch of tho history in
that jurisdiction which desorves honourable mention and illus-
trates practically the priuciples and sacred mission which Ma-
sonry is sometines callod upon to fulfilin giving aid and suceour
in the timo of distress to suffering humanity. During the year
1857 tho eity of Monte Video was visited by that torrible
scourgo tho yollow fevor, and the opidemic spread to such an
alarming extont that the government and city authorities lost
that couragoe so requisite during such an ovont, and did nothing
in the way of assistanco to the suffering and dying poover
classes,

A committeo represonting tho difforont lodges was formed,
who obtained funds, and gavo medical assistance, food and
propor attondance to those in need, and, like good Samaritans,
did all in their power to alleviate the suffering of the destitute,
who had no other source of relief. Tho committes was merged
in the Sociedud Filantropica, and also received contributions
from those not conuected with the Order, who recognised and
approciated the laudable prineiple and good work in which they
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wore ongaged. Aftor tho cessation of the opidemic the Saciety
had a surplus of funds, with which thoy ostablishod a school for
orphans and poor childron, and at tho timo of my visit there
wore about 250 boys under their tuition roceiving a liberal and
moral education. All tho lodgoes pay a monthly subscription to
the maintenance of this school, which is undor their control,
and thus in its quiot mission is fulfilling one of tho cardinal
principles of the Order, which we can but hopo will loug con-~
tinune, and their labours be crowned with that reward duo to
sueh laudablo offorts. .

Having satisfied mysolf of the logality of the Order in that
jurisdietion I addressed an official communication to tho Il Bro.
Florentine Castollanos, Sov. G. Commander of the Supreme
Council and Grand Oriont, in which T fully recognised tho legiti-
macy of that Grand Body, and requested to know if they dosired
to exchango fraternal relations with this Suprome Council. The
official reply of Ill. Bro. Juan Manuelde la Siorra, Grand Seec.,
Gon. Adj., is submitted horowith, in which they accept tho offer
of amity, and roguost tho oxchange of reprosontatives. As the
communication was receivod on the eve of my departuro, I made
no responso, and now suggost that the Sec. Gen. bo instructed to
give tho nocessary reply, and feol convinced that the amicable
xolations thus formed will continue in harmony for our mutual
nforest. .

(To be continued.)

ROYAL ARCH.

METROPOLITAN.

Hien Cross Cmarrer (No. 754).—The annual convocation
of this chapter took place at the Railway Hotel, Tottenham, on
July 10th. L Wright, M.E.Z.; R. Candler, H.; W. Hamilton,
T. After the reading and confirmation of the minutes of the
last convocation, all companions below the Principals were re-
«quested to retire. A board of installed Principals was then held,
when Richard Candler was installed as M.E.Z, Wm. Hamilton
-as I, and Richard P. Atkins as I, all three principals having
‘been exalted in the chapter. Nothing further being offered for
the good of the chapter, it was closed in due form until the
second Wednesday in October. After partaking of a sumptuous
repast, the usual teasts were entered upon, Comp. Rotts, P.P.,
proposed “The Health of the 1st Principal, Comyp. Candley.”
He had known him for many years, even before he was a Mason.
¥He was proud to see him placed in his present posision. Ile
had filled the various chairs of the chapter to the satisfaction of
the companions; therefore, he had been, and wisely so, elected
to preside over them. The M.1.Z. replied by thanking them
cordially for the kind manner in which they had responded to
the toast proposed by Comp. Potts; he felt himself somewbhat
4n the dark in the working of Arch Masonry, but he sincerely
hoped he would be able to make bimself efficient by the next
meeting, and thanked them for the honour they had
conferred upon him. The healths of Comps. Hamilton,
H., and Richard P. Atkins were next proposed.  Comp.
Hamilton replied that they would use their best endeavour
to promote the harmony and prosperity of the chapter.
Tho JM.E.Z. noxt proposod “ Tho Hoalth of tho Visitors.” Comps.
G. Snow, Mount Sinai, No. 19; J. Barnes, Robort Burns, No. 8§17 ;
and Ebbs, No. 181, Irish Constitution. Comp. Snow requestod
that Comp. Barnes might bo allowed to respond to the toast as he
was a hettor working Craft and Arch Mason than ho was. Comp.
Barnes thankod the companions for the kind roception thoy had
given him; ho regretted to find they had so fow in nwmbers, but
a hotter recoption could not have heon givon him. e had just
hoeard that Comp. Ebbs had heen proposed as a joining mewmber,
and trusted thoy would allow his name to bo inserted in the
summonses on the noxt oceasion as a joining momber. Comp.
Snow also desired his name fo he Inserted at the same timo.
“#Tho Hoalths of tho Past Principals,” was mnoxt proposed,
Comps. Wright and Potts, who woro always vory atlontive fo
their duties. Comp, Potts vepliod that the ehaptor was foundod
ander very oxcollent auspicos in 1860, and although they had
only two P.P.’s proesent, thore should be five; bnt tho Great
Axchiteet of the Universo had called two away from thom, who,
with one absent would mako tho five. e thanked them for the
compliment paid then, and said tho P.P.s wore both willing and
roady, at all times, to render overy assistance in thoir power for
the benofit of tho chaptor. Tho companions separatod, aftor
having spent a very cnjoyable ovening.

DURHAM.

Sovtit SmELDS.—S8¢. Hilde Chapter (No. 240).—The compa-
nions of this chapter held their annual eonvocation last weok, in
tho ¥Freomasons’ Hall, when the principals eloct and officers woro
duly installed. Comp. J. Roddam, E. First Principal elect,
having boen prosentod, was solomnly placed in tho frst chair of
Z. by B. Comp. Twizel], assistod by B. Comp, Tulloch. Tho fol-
lowing companions woero also appointod :—Comps. W. Wright, H. ;
G. Lawson, J.; Buchanan, T.; G. White, N.; Evans, P.S.;
Dunn and Bootiman, Assist. P.S.’s; Docchar, J.; J. Roddam, re-
olectod Tross. The aunditors having roported a favourable
balance, the chaptor was closod in solemm form, Tho com-
panions afterwards adjomrned to Burtehby’s Golden Lion Hotel,
whoro a most bountiful repast was partaken of, servoed up by tho
worthy host with his woll-known caro and attention. The cloth
having been romovod, tho following toasts wore given hy the I,
Tirst Principal, Comp. Roddam, from tho chair:—* The Quoen,”
“Earl of Zotland, M.E.Z,” “ Principals and Officers of the Grand
Chaptor,” “E. Prov. G. Suporintendent of Durham, Bro. J.
Taweott,” “E. Prov. G. Suporintondent of Northumberland ™
(responded to by Ii. Comp. Twizell), “The Principals of St.
Uilda Chaptor,” “Tho Principals and Officers of tho Ogle
Chapter, North Shiolds,” “Tho Past Principals of St. Hilda
Chapter,” ¢ Officors of St. Hilda Chaptor,” “Our Absent Com-
panions.”  Comp. Whito oceupied the vice-chair, and the evening
was spont in a harmonious and pleasant manner.

LANCASHIRE (WEST).

Liverroor.—Chapler of Mariners (No. 249).~—This chapter
was duly opened on Friday, 124h inst., ab six o'clock, by Comp.
M.E.Z. Marsh; Crane, H.; Williams, J.; Hamer, P.Z. ; Taylor,
P.Z., &e.  The minutes of the last meeting were read and con~
firmed, and the ballot taken for Bros. Danson and L. Corica,
1,094 ; McArthur, 249 ; McClean and Davison, 241. Bros. L.
Corica, McArthur, and McClean being in attendance were duly
exalted to the degree of FLR.A, Frecmasons by Comp. Marsh,
M.E.Z.; the usual lectures being given by Comps. Hamer,
Taylor, and Carne, H., M.E.P.Z’s. The chapter was then
closed in due form. 'After a very excellent banguet, Comp.
Marsh, M.E.Z., proposed the usual loyal and Masonic toasts.
He then said: Companions, I can assure you that on this
oceasion a very pleasing duby has devolved upon me. Literally,
I am the mouthpiece of the chapfer to-day. I am abouf
to present on behalf of you, my companions, this mark
of our esteem. Believe me that many of you are better able
to perform this very agreeable duty than myself, for there
are those who stand higher in rank. I am sure, however,
that you will overlook my shortcomings. When our chaptor
was roopened wo had many dillienlties to contond with, and
with tho assistance of omr MEP.Z. Taylor, wo have over~
como thom, by his advico and counsel, kindness, gentlonoss,
and conciliatory qualities; you all know that those qualitios
havo heen liberally dispensed by owr Comp. Taylor. I havo,
thoroforo, groat ploasure in prosenting this most beauntiful
MEP.Z’s jowel to Comp. Taylor, and I say, may tho Groat
Architoct of thoe Universe bloss you with every comfort, and
whon e calls you away may you he propared to take that honour
which you have won so well. Comp. Taylor, in prosonting this
joewol, tho companions think you woll desorving of it; may God
over bless you. Comp. Taylor’s health was drunk with all
honours. Tho inseription for tho jowel was as follows :—* Pro-
sentod to M.E.P.Z. J. S. Taylor, by tho Companions of tho
Mariner's Chaptor, No. 259, for his valnablo Masonic sorvices.
July 12th, 1867.” Comp. M.EP.Z, Dr. Taylor thon roso and
addroessod the companions as follows :—23Most Eminent Zerubahel
Marsh and Companions—Tho position in which I am placod to-
night is of & most ombarassing charactor, for tho many kind and
flattoring observations addressed to mo by tho M.E.Z. and the
hoarty respouse accorded to thom by the rest of tho companions
renders me quito unable to do justice, oithor to my own feolings
or tho genorous sontimonts of the kind friends around me. Whon
I look upon this hoautiful jowel, which youn havo so kindly pro-
sentod to mo, I cannot but foel highly gratifiod that my sorvices
during tho past year have mot your approbation; bhut, however
valuable tho jewel may bo in itsclf, I do deoply fool that that
valuo is but trifling when compared with the kindness, rospect,
and good fecling with which it is accompanied. Thore is an old
saying, “That succoss is honowrable in the proportion that it
is deserved. 'That I have been successful in my Iabours in this
chapter the present ceremony is a testimony, and that I have
deserved that success you have been kind esough to express in
most Hattering language, and for which I thank you most
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sincerely ; and also, M.E.Z. and companions, allow me to thank
you for the honour you have conferred upon me in presenting
me with this jewel. I shall ever wear it with pride, because 1
have obtained, and hope to obtain, the esteem of my com-
panions, and with pleasure, because I trust it will be an incentive
to others to labour diligently and faithfully in their respective
offices, and thus become worthy of similar honours.  After
again thanking the companions, Comp. Taylor resumed his seat,
evidently much affected. The M.E.P.Z,, Comp. Taylor, said he
had great pleasure in proposing the health of their M.E.Z,
Comp. Marsh. 'They all knew his zeal for the chapter and Free-
masonry, and that he was always willing to fill any office. He
(Comp. Taylor) trusted that the M.E.Z’s year of office would
be more prosperous than his own had been. Cowp. Marsh, in
returning thanks, said he felt quite unable to acknowledge as
he ought to do the extremely kind manner in which his health
had been proposed and drunk. e assured them he should
.endeavour, during the forthcoming year, to conduct the business
of the chapter, as nearly as possible, in the manner that his
predecessor had done; and, in seeking in that way to win their
-approbation, he was sure he might confidently look for support
from the P.Z.s of the chapter. *The Health of the Newly-
Exalted” was proposed, and duly responded to by Comp. L.
‘Corica, who said he was much pleased with the kind reception
he had received, and trusted to profit from it. *The Health
.of the Officers” was proposed, and duly reponded to by Comps.
Crane, H.; Williams, J.; Lunt, S.E.; Baker, S.N.; Berry,
Treas.; and Pepper, P.Z., P.S., on behalf of Comp. Doyle, P.S.
#The Health of the Visitors ” was next proposed. Comp Jones,
«of Chapter 241, returned thanks, and said he was much pleased
wvith the good working of the chapter. There being no further
‘business, the companions retired at ten o’clock.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

HERTFORDSHIRE.

WarroRD.—Sfuart Encampment.—The July meeting  of
#his encampment was held at the Freemasons’ Hall, on the 22nd
inst.  The attendance was very numerous, and was honoured
by the presence of Sir Knt. Stuart, the most Eminent and
Supreme_Graud Master, P.E.C. of this encampment. Amoungst
the Sir Knts. present were :—Sir Knts. &. TFrancis, Prov. G.C.
of Herts, Bunhill-Herne, D. Prov. G.C,, Reg.; H. C. Finch,
E.C.; Tooteh, P.E.C.; T. F. Halsey, Copeland, Brett, Herne,
jun.,, and others. Comyps. Nepeau and Steveuson, both of the
Watford Chapter, were admitted into the Order, and Sir Knt.
Humbert duly installed E.C. of the encampment. The Regis-
drar read from the minutes the resolution, a copy of which,
in accordance with their desire, he had forwarded to Mps.
Branson, viz.:—“That the members of the Stuart Encamp-
ment bad heard with sincere regret of the death of their
esteemed and valued Bro. Sir Knight the Rev. Robert 1.
Branson, M. 4., a regret that was much enhanced when they
eall to mind that he was unable, through long continued
illness, to perform the functions of the high offices in that and
the other Orders of Freemasonry at Watford to which he had
been elected, the duties of which they ave satisfied he would
have performed with the same energy anl success as had so
long characterised his career as a minister of the gospel at St.
Peter’s, Bushey. In making this communication to his widow
they desire to offer their sincere sympathy on her sad loss, and
to add their cordial hope that, relyiug upon the aid of the Most
High, she will be supported under this severe dispensation of
Providence.” In reply tothe above the Registrar read portions
‘of avery feeling and interesting letter from Mrs. Brauson.
There being no other business, the encampment was closed
with solemn prayer, and the Sir Knts. adjourned to the banguet,
-of wl'xich twenty members partook, and passed a very pleasant
‘evening, characterised by that harmony and good feeling so
prevalent at the Masonic gutherings ab Watford,

ROSE CRCIX.

NOITINGHAMSHIRE.

NOTIINGHA)L:——I\%t?iﬂgﬁ(lm Clapter—The members of this
ehapter held their anniversary meeting at the Assembly Rooms,

on Thursday, the 4th inst., under the presidency of Bro. T. W,
Robinson, M.W.S.; assisted by Bros. S. R, Parr Shilton, 31°
P, W.S.; J. Comyn, P.M.,, W.S.; the Rev. E. H. Harcourt
Vernon, 30° Prelate; E. M. Kidd, 1st Gen.; M. Vowle, 2nd
Gen.; H. A. Attenborough, G.M. ; ¥. W. Parsons, R. Fitzhugh,
C. Feamley, and J. Cumming ; Banwell, Equerry without. Bro.
Hyde Pullen, 32°, the Sec. Gen. to the Supreme Grand Council,
having honoured the chapter with his presence, the BM.IW.S.
requested him to gratify the brethren by opening the chapter,
which he kindly consented to do, and the same wasaceordingly
opened in ancient and solewn form, when DBro. Pullen pro-
ceeded to initiate the candidates into this most impressive
degree, in that dignified manner so well known to the brethren
of this Order. Bro. Pullen then installed in ancient and
solemn form, Bro, E. M. Xidd as M.W.S. for the eusuing year,
who appointed the following officers :—Bros. the Rev. E. H. T.
Vernon, Prelate; M. Vowles, 1st Gen.: H. A. Attenborough,
2nd Gen.; T. G. Ransom, Grand Marshal ; C. Allcock, Raphael ;
T. W. Parsons, Captain of the Guard; J. C. Banwell, Equerry
Without. There being no further business before the chapter
the same was closed in due form according to ancient custom.
The brethren then adjourned to the George Hotel, and partook
of a sumptuons banquet, presided over by the M.W.S, After
the removal of the cloth the usual loyal toasts were duly
honoured, followed by much instruction and valuable Masonic
information.

THE WEEK.

Tae Court.—Her Majesty and the Royal Family, with
the exception of their Royal Highnesses Prince Arthur
and Prince Louis of Hesse who accompanied the Sultan
back to Portsmouth, returned to Osborne, on the after-
noon of the 17th inst., at half-past five o’clock after the
naval review. Her Majesty and the Royal Family walked
and drove out on the 18th inst. The Queen, accom-
panied by Princess Louise and Princess Leiningen,
drove out in a carriage and four in the afternoon. Their
Royal Highnesses Prince and Princess Liounis of Hesse
returned to Osborne on the 20th inst., from Tiondon.
Divine service was performed on the morning of the
21st inst. by the Rev. R. Duckworth before her Majesty,
their Royal Highnesses Princess Louis of Hesse, Prin-
cess Louise, Prince Avthur, Prince Leopold, and Prin-
cess Beatrvice. The Queen and Royal Wamily, walked
out on the morning of the 22nd inst, Her Imperial
Majesty the Empress of the French arrived in the after-
noon oun a visit to the Queen. Her Majesty is attended
by the Duchess de Bassano and the Count de Brissac.
The Queen, accompanied by the Empress, drove out on
the morning of the 23rd inst. The Sultan, with the Im-
perial Princes and the whole of his Imperial Majesty’s
suite, left Buckingham Palace at half-past ten o’clock for
Dover, en route to the Continent. The Queen, accom-
panied by the Tmpress of the French, Princess Louils of
Hesse, and Princess Louise, drove out in the afternoon.
in a carriage and four. Major-Greneral Seymour was in
attendance on horseback. The Empress of the French
embarked on the morning of the 24th inst, in the Reine
Hortense on her retuwrn to France, attended by the
Duchess de Bassano and Count de Brissac. The Queen,
with their Royal Highnesses Prince and Princess Louis
of Hesse, Princess Louise, Prince Arthur, and Princess
Beatrice, accompanied the Bmpress to Osborne Pier to
take leave of her Majesty.

Iyrerian Parnrayext.—In the House or Liorps on the
18th inst., a bill brought in by the Lord Chancellor in
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reference to prorogations of Parliament in the recess,
was read a second time. Ab present, prorogations of
this kind have to be done in form in the Flouse of Lords.
The Lord Chancellor declaves this to be usecless, and
proposes that inter-sessional prorogations shall be made
by an Order in Council. On the 19th inst., Lord
Stratford de Redcliffe, yielding to the entreaties of Lord
Derby and Lord Russell, withdrew the motion of which
he had given notice in reference to the execution of
Maximilian.—The Industrial Schools Bill was opposed
by the Governmens, and finally rejected.—Replying to
2 question put by the Marquis of Clanricarde, the Farl
of Derby said the Spanish Government were about to
grant a new trial in the case of the Tornado. The Duke
of Argyll expressed his satisfaction with the manner in
which the matter had been deals with by the Govern-
ment. It was, ke added, much t> be regretted that
there was mno law which could effectually pubt a stop to
the fitting-out of ships like the Tornado for service against
a Power with which we were at peace.—The Duke of
Buckingham announced, in reply to a question by Earl
Russell, that he had written to Sir J. P. Grant, Governor
of Jamaica, ordering that Mr. Purcell should be re-
moved from a stipendiary magistrateship to which be
had recently been appointed. Mr. Puarcell, it may be
remembered, while officiating in his own court, made a
most indecent attack upon the charge of Lord Chief
Justice Cockburn to the jury at the Central Criminal
Court. Tarl Melville denounced the charges as one-
sided and unfair. This drew {rom the Lord Chancellor
a strong vindication of the charge.——The appecarance
of the Reform Bill in the House on the 22nd inst. was
the cause of an unwonted gathering. The peers mus-
tered in great force, and the peeresses crowded the side
galleries. Lhe Earl of Derby moved the sccond reading
of the bill in a speech even more distinguished than the
noble lord's speeches usually are. After pointing out
the differences between the present time and 1882, he
went on to criticise the manner in which the late Cro-
vernment had dealt with Reform. TFle accused Mr.
Gladstone of having been imperious, and of having die-
tated to the [ouse of Commons, and thus raised up a
feeling which caused the rejection of the bill. Having
disposcd of this part of the subject, the noble earl went
on to say that when he took office be resolved to carry
an efficient measure, and hence the appearance of the bill
then before them. The principle of personal rating was
then enlarged upon, as the feature which distingunished
this hill ahave all athers, and made it o thoroughly safe
measure. At great length he explained the bill, and
combatted objections which had been raised to it. Earl
Grey followed, and moved his amendment. He con-
tended that the bill had never been sufficiently consi-
dered, and that it was essential their lordships should
watch it carefully. Tord Ravensworth, the Barl of
Morley, Lord Stratford de Redelifle, the Duke of Rut-
land, and other peers took part in the discussion. On
the 23rd inst., after a short personal explanation on the
part of Harl Carnarvon as to the authorship of the £6
rating franchise bill, Lord Shaftesbury resumed the de-
bate on the second reading of the Reform Bill. Of

course, his Lordship was a Radical, but he did not like
the bill. If they were to come down te equality there
was no reason to jump ont of the window when they
might have come down stairs. The Liord Chancellor
followed with a eriticism of Barl Grey’s amendment, and
a defence of the bill. The Duke of Argyll, the Duke of
Richmond; the Marquis of Clanvicarde, the Barl of
Faversham, Lord Houghton, the Earl of Harrowby,
Lord Cairns, and other peers subsequently took part in
the debate. On the 18th inst., the House of Com-
mons sab from twelve o'clock at moou to six in the
evening. As soon as the Honse was made, Mr. Hunt in-
formed Mr. Read that a great deal of the money voted by
the Housc for the owners of slaughtered cattle had
been paid. Mr. Cave, in answer to Mr. Graves, expressed
a hope that the bill for amending the law of limited
liability would be in the hands of members at an carly
date.—Sir Stafford Northcote took occasion, in replying
to an inquiry addressed to him by Mv, H. B. Sheridan,
to announce that the Viceroy of Egypt would not attend
the ball to the Sulfan at the new India Offices because
his engagements did not permit him to remain in this
country. The right hon. baronet then explained that it
was the wish of the authorities at the India Office to ask
to the ball as many members of the House of Commons
as they could; but they could not send invitations to
all of the members of the House of Commons, becanse
if they did so they should also ask all the members of
the House of Lords; and the assemblage of so large a
number of persons, with the ladies they would be at
liberty 6o hring with them, would fill the building, to the
exclusion of persons connected with India and other
visitors. He declined to lay a list of the persons invited
before the Idouse, and expressed his disapproval of a
suggestion to make a charge for the tickets. If tickets
were sold every one having money could nurchase them,
and it was impossible to say what kind of person would
be found amongst the company. In fact, through the
power of the purse, very objectionable persons might
gain admission to the gilded saloons of the new India
Office if the tickets for the ball were made saleable arti-
cles. Mr. H. B. Sheridan intimated that on a future
day he would put a scries of questions to the right
hon. gentleman having reference to the subject——
On the 19tk inst., dMr. W. 1. Forster asked the Under-
Secretary for the Colonies to lay upon the table the in-
structions sent to colonial governors for their gnidance
in case of insurrection. BIr. Adderley explained that the
instructions were sent oub in confidential draft for cone
sideration to the governors of all the colonies. These
instructions were not in the sense of peremptory regula-
tions, but rather in the way of advice and caution to
those governorsin case of insurrection. It was directed
that no place should be proclaimed unless there was
armed resistance to the law beyond the ordinary powers
for suppression; that the proclaimed districts should
not extend further than was necessary; that the pro-
clamation should be published by all possible meauns in
the proclaimed district; that instructions should be
given to the military authorities; that the civil magis-
trates should bave no more than their ordinary powers;
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that troops should not be detached except under the
command of commissioned officers ; that no punishment
should be inflicted except by the order of a court-martial
composed of not less than three officers ; that every
facility should be given to prisoners to make their
defence; and that no sentence of death should be pro-
nounced except two-thirds of the court were in favour of
it.——Mzr. Corry intimated, in reply to Mr. Samuda, that
in the opinion of the Naval Commander-in-Chief ab
Portsmouth, and the Master Attendant of the Dock-
yard, it would have been highly imprudent for the fleet
to weigh anchor at the naval review in such a narvow
channel during such weather. Testimony was borne by
Sir George Grey to the admirable arrangements on
board the ship on which he was accommodated, and he
spoke highly of the magnificence of the spectacle pre-
sented at the review. On the motion o go into Com-
mittee of Supply, Colonel Sykes moved, *Thab if is
inexpedient to conbinue the present arrangements with
the committee of the Royal Society ab an expense of
£10,000 per annuwm, the average cost of the Meteorolo-
gical Department of the Board of Trade having been
£4,300 per annum.” The gallant colonel insisted that
the storm warnings ought to be continued. Mr. Cave
and Mr. M. Gibson both contended that the warnings
were useless; and after some discussion, Colonel Sykes
withdrew his amendment. On the 23vd inst., the Chan-
cellor of the Exchegner made an announcement as to
the business of the Session. First, nine bills were at
once to be withdrawn ; others were only to be proceeded
with as might be convenient, and the remaining votes
in supply would be taken before the end of next
week. There was practically nothing definite in the
announcement made. The first order on the paper was
the second reading of the Scottish Reform Bill, and
the House was completely sold. There had been an ar-
rangement with the Scotch members that the Chancellor
of the Exchequer should move the second reading in a
speech in which he shonld state what parts of the scheme
were to be modified. Instead of doing so he never rose
but moved the second reading from his seat. ‘The Scotch
members were all unprepared, and before anything
could be done the Speaker had pub the question and de-
clared it carried. Later Sir Andrew Agnew appealed
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to tell the House
something about the intentions of the Governmeut as to
the bill. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said he should
pub the bill down for commistee, and, perhaps, he might
state whether the bill wounld be reprinted,—The House
next took up the consideration of the Royal Parks Bill,
the second reading of which was moved by Mr. G. Hardy
in a very bland speech. Mr. Neate followed him with
an argument whicl, if it means anything, means that
public meetings ought to be forbidden altogether. My
P, A. Taylor moved the rejection of the bill in a speech
of much force. Mr. Newdegate supported the bill, which
Mr. Mill opposed in a speceh full of the most irresistible
arguments. Subsequently Mr. J. Hardy distinguished
himself by 2 most disgraceful and vulgar attack on M,
Taylor.  orthis e was immediately called to order,
and had o retract. After some farther discussion, the

bill was read a second time by 181 votes to 64. It was
understood that ample time should be given for the
consideration of the bill in committee.—The House went
into committee of supply, and considered the votes for
the suppression of the slave trade, and other matters.
On the 23rd inst. Mr. Hardy proposed that the
Meetings in Royal Parks Bill should be committed pro
Sormd with a view to have it reprinted as suggested by
Sir G. Grey, In order to have certain amendments in-
serted. Mr, Newdegate urged upon the House that
whatever provision might be made respecting public
meetings, the right of public meeting should not be in-
validated by vesting the discretion of allowing it to take
place ornot in any Government officer. The remark
elicited general cries of “Hear.” Speaking the opinion
of others, as well as his own, the hon. gentleman asked
that whatever was to be done should be done absolutely
by the House. The House then went into committee
for the purpose snggested by the Home Sccretary, and
immediately resumed.—The attention of the House was
called by Mr. Gregory to the .cases of the Tornado and
Victoria. The case made by the hon. gentleman was
that the Tornado, like the Oyclone, was fitted out in this
country for the Chilian Government, and really belonged
to the Chilian navy. The only difference was that the
Cyclone had escaped the Spanish cruisers, and now
formed one of the Chilian war fleet, and that the Tor-
nado, less lucky, had fallen into the power of the
Spaniards. He thercfore submitted that the Tornade
was contraband, and that the Spaniards acted rightly in
seizing her. The case of the Victoria was, he admitted,
totally and entirely different, though it had been im-
properly mixed up with the Tornado. No doubt in the
case of the Vietorin the authorities at Cadiz were in
the wrong, and the Spanish Government never beld
out on that question. He had been in Spain, and could
observe there the existence of a feeling of great soreness
towards England, arising to a great extent from hearing
the drums and bugles of a foreign nation on the ram-
parts of Gibraltar, and from knowing that the guns of
Gibraltar were employed for the protection of smugglers
on the Spanish coast. Sir Roundell Palmer contended
that it was an error on the part of the Foreign Secretary
to dictate the mode of procedure to the Spanish Govern-
ment, though he admitted at first it appeaved that the
judgment originally pronounced in the Spanish Cours
was a judgment of condemnation, whereas it was not
really so; and, when the‘noble lord was apprised of that
fact, he shounld have seen that all vight on the part of her
Majesty’s Government to dictate to the Spanish Govern-
ment had disappeared. The conduct of the Government
was defended by the Attorney-General, who insisted that
the first judgment was really a judgment of condemna-
tion, Mr. B. Cochrane considered that nothing counld
Jjustify the conduct of the Spanish Government towards
the crew of the ship, many of whom came from his own
neighhourhood, and had no idea that any charge could
be made against the owuer. He contended that the
vessel never belonged to the Chilian Government at all;
and urged that the witnesses who could prove the fact
were dispersed withoub veceiving any indemnity from the
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Spanish Government. As the case was yeb before the
tribunals of Spain, Sir B. Collier vegretted that its
merits were entered into at such length. After some
some further discussion, Lord Stanley vindicated the
conduch of the Government. He contended that the
seizure of the Torzado Ly the Spanish Government was
right, but that the treatment of the crew was bad. Ab
four o’clock the sitting was adjourned until six.— Ab the
evening sitting Lord Stanley, in veply to Mr, Iayard,
said there seemed to be little doubt that the Greek
blockade-runner Aikadi had fired upon a Turkish
cruiser, and thus committed a breach of international
law. The Turkish eruiser, however, followed the drkadi
into Greek waters, and thus committed a breach of in-
ternational law. Her Majesty’s Government did not
intend to interfere.—After a long and rather dull dis-
cussion on the mortality in the slave-trade sqguadron, the
House was counted ont at five minuies to eight o’clock.
——On the 24th inst. a debase, commenced many weeks
since, respecting Trinity College, Dublin, was resumed.
The question was originally brought before the House
by Mr. Fawcett, who asked the House to declare by reso-
lution that “It is undesirable that the fellowships and
foundation scholarships of Trinity College, Dublin, should
be exclusively appropriated to those who are members of
the Established Church;” whereupon Mr. Monsell
poposed to the House to omit these words, and
declare that “The coustitution of the University of
Dubiin should be altered, so as to cenable and fit ik
to include colleges connected with other forms of
religion than that of the Established Church, and that
the members of such colleges should be entitled to share
in all the benefits now enjoyed by the members of Trinity
College.”” The debate was resumed by Mr. H. A, Bruce,
who announced his intention to snpport the amendment
of Mr. Mousell. In the debate that ensued Mr. O’Reilly
advoeated separate edueation for the Roman Catholics.
Mr. Pim, Mr. Graves, Mr. McLaren, and Mr. Chichester
Tortescne spoke in the debate, and the interests of
Trinity College were defended with great earnestness by
its representative, the Irish Attorney-General. Even-
tually Mr. Mongell withdrew his amendment, and on a
division on Mr. Fawcett's motion the numbers were
equal, 108 voting on each side. The Speaker gave his
vote against the resolution, on the grouud that it was an
abstract proposition, and thus it was lost. The Church
Rates Abolition Bill was read a third time and passed,
after some discussion, by 129 votes to 19. Subsequently
some progress was made in committee with the Sunduy
Trading Bill,

Gexvran Hoxz News.—The entertainment given on
the 19th inst. by Miss Durdett Coutts to the Belgian
volunteers will be one of the most pleasant of their
recollections of their visit to London. They met with
profuse hospitality well managed. The heautiful grovnds
of Holly TLiodge were thrown open to them, and a
hountiful luncheon, well served, was laid oui for them
in spacious marquees.  Their hostess did personally all
she could to make her visitors comfortable, and, beyond
all doubt, she succeeded.——The Viceroy, who left Lon-
don on the I8th fust., slept at the Lord Warden Hotel,

at Dover, and embarked on the 19th inst. for France.
The closing scene of the Wimbledon meeting was
one of exceptional splendour. Regular troops were bri-
gaded with the volunteers, and there was a review of
unusual interest. The prizes won ab the meeting were
distributed by the Princess Teck, and immediately after-
wards the review took place in the presence of the
Sultan, the Prince of Wales, and various other royal
personages. Unforunately the weather was once again
bad. Just as the review opened, a drizzling rain began,
which speedily increased to a regular downpour.
After the review the Sultan dined in a tent with Lord
Spencer. The crowd to witness the review was im-
mense, and towards the close they broke all bounds,
and falvly mobbed the Sultan, the Princess Teck, and
the other distinguished persons.——A painful gloom
was cast upon the closing hours of the ball at the
India House. While the festivities were at their height
Madame Musurug, the wife of the Turkish Ambassador,
was geized with acute pain, and as she was being re-
moved home she died. A meeting was held on the
22nd inst. at the London Tavern, to protest against
ritualism, and to support the bill of Liord Shaftesbury on
the subject. The Lord Mayor was to have presided,
but he was nob present, and Alderman Hale took the
chair in his stead. TResolutions in accovdonce with the
object of the meeting were agreed to.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

# All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-street

Strand, London, W.C.

G. H.—Any brother is eligible to be admitted to the
benefits of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution
who is 60 years of age, has heen a registered Master
AMason for 15 years, and a subscribing member for 10
years of that period, but if heis affiicted with blindness,
paralysis, or any other infirmity which incapacitates

him from earning a livelihood, e may be admitted
under 60 years of age if he has been five years a sub-
seribing member to a lodge. The option of becoming
inmates of the asylum is given to the annuitants in
the order of their seniority by election, but those who
avail themsclves of the privilege are still entitled fo
an annuity of £26 per annum, unless he shall become
possessed of an income of £25 per anuum independently
of his annnity. In such a case the committee of man-
agement have the power to veduce ov suspend the
annuity according to the circumstances of the case.
As to furniture, we know nothing about that, and the
comforts of the asylom are too well known to require
anything to be said abont them. With regard to
candidates for the Widows’ Fund, cvery one must be
notb less than 55 years of age; her late husband must
have been a subscribing member to a lodge for at least
10 years, and she must have been married to him ab
least five years, the amount of the annuity being £25
per anunm, but this ceases if she marries again, On
the death of any male annuitant leaving a widow who
was married to him not less than 10 years before his
election, if approved by the committee she is entitled
to receive from the Widows’ Fund a sam equal to ones
half the pension of her late husband for three years
after his death, and if she be a resident iu the asylum,
to continue such residence during the same period in
order to give her the opportunity ol applying for
election on the Widows’ Fund. Al cundidates, of
course, are clected by the votes of the subscribers.

W. J. Bvenaxy (Cornwall)—Bro. C. P. Cuoper has written
to us saying that your query has heen noticed by him,
and he will answer yon fully in owr next issue, if
possible.




