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LONDON, SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 1869,

MASONIC CELESTIAL MYSTERIES.

By Henry MErLvILLE.
INTRODUCTION.

I am about to present to my Masonic brethren
a series of papers relating to our ancient order,
but before doing so it will be necessary to make a
few. observations. In a circular lately issued by
me among some members of the Craft I remarked
that ““after so long an absence from England the
undersigned is almost a stranger in this great
city, and he knows not where to seek literary
friends and supporters. Among the numerous
sclentific societies, whose ostensible object is fo
investigate and promulgate truth, the undersigned
knows not one that would listen to his discoveries
unless he were personally introduced by some
influential member; nor can he reasonably ex-
pect otherwise when his own Masonic brethren
admit his discoveries to be genuine yeb reject
them because they are beyond the scope of mo-
dern Masonry. He therefore appeals to the intel-
lectual brethren—to those lovers of truth who
cannot believe that the order was founded for de-
ception.”” The editor of this magazine on reading
this circular considered that I ought to have my
discoveries fairly tested. He therefore kindly
offered me space in this publication in order that
I may lay before the brethren any evidence shat T
can produce which may tend to show that my ac-
quired knowledge relates to the lost mysteries of
our order.

“When on bended knees before the altar or
pedestal the aspirant repeats the sacred and solemn
obligation of an Hntered Apprentice, it impresses

his mind that there must be some wondrous mys- |

teries concealed by the order and unknown to all
but duly initiated brethren, and that it is of the
ubmost importance that the mysteries (whatever
they be) should be hidden from the multitude. Are
the passwords and the gripe delivered to the aspi-
rant the important mysterious secrets of Masonry
which the obligation led him to expect? Assuredly
the passwords are not mysterious, for in accordance
with acts of parliament they are opeunly divulged
to the multitude during the service of the estah-
lished church, when there is no “ lettering or halv-
ing” required. May these passwords be uttered
by the multitude without danger of punishment,
whereas for Mascns to reveal them is deserving

death? Are the symbols and passwords so sacred
to Masons that they must not be scratched on
anything moveable under the canopy of heaven
under no less a penalty, &c.? To suppose such
to be the mysteries of Masonry is to suppose
Masonry to be a mockery, a mere farce, and the
sacred obligation a profanation. True Masonry is
far too sublime to allow the possibility of such
suppositions—true Masonry is a mysterious hen-
venly science, and to prove such to be the case
it can be easily demonsirated to the meanest
capacity that every symbol and every ceremony
of every degree of Masonry is legible in the
heavens. Masonry is a science not limited to any
particular nation, to any particular religion, or to
any partitular language. Wherever the kuow-
ledge of the heavenly host is studied Masonry can
be read by all those initiated in the Median and
Persian laws. The heaveunly laws adjusted to any
year past, present, or future are the lock and the
Masonic implements are the keys that fit the lock
and open fhe doors to the disciples of wisdom. All
Masonic symbols and ceremonies being celestially
recorded brethren cannob err in their ritual because
every ““ part, point, and mystery” is laid down
with the utmost mathematical precision. Masonry
is of itself a universal language, teaching a system
of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by
symbols.

Pargr T.—ONIA VINCIT VERITAS.

Certain intelligent leaders of Masonry have just

‘established a society for inquiring into ancient

masonic lore. They propose to receive and ex-
amine communications sent to them by Master
Masons, and if approved by the council the com-
munications will be published firstly in this maga-
zine, and afterwards in periodical reports of the
society.

Masonry was and ought to be a traditionary and
orally taught science, and no vouchers were al-
lowed to exist by which the mysteries could become
intelligible even to the brethren themselves. Of
course no member of the society will presume to
give publicity to the “part or parts, point or
points, or mystery or mysteries’ of the order,
but every inquiry that will lead the brethren to
discover what these parts and points are will be
rendering a service to Masonry, and thus through
the brethren vastly benefitting mankind, So far
the society, therefore, deserves to meet with suc-
cess, The name given to the association is the
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¢ Masonic Archwological Institute,” and let it be
considered whether the name is appropriate or
otherwise. There are yeb extant Median and Per-
sian laws and formerly these were known to all
Mastler Masons. The laws were regulated or ad-
justed to the year 1186, when it is said the planets
were in conjunction. There is in the Abbe Mont-
faucons antiquities a plate mysteriously denoting
the assembly of these planets.

7 )

\—%\-.__

they sink to rest and become the seven celebrated
sleepers. The learned Benedictine Calmet (Tay-
lor’s edition, 1823) gives several figures of Noah’s
ark ; three or four of the medals he considers for-
geries ; this beneath he thinks is genuine. But
what he means as genunine he does not say; is ib
to be understood the medal was minted by Noah
or even by Severus? _

Calmet thus describes the medal :—“ It bears

Montfaucon says these busts are the seven days
of the weels. Be it so, the days of the week de-
rive their names from the planets. The boab or
mysterious ark in plain terms is the under libra in

N, AMEL

which the planets would assemble in the Hebrew
Tishree at sundown, when the brilliants would
make their appearance. These are the seven
wonders of the world, the seven wise men of
Goth-ham in their bowl, and at sunrise in Avies

on the one side the head of Severus, on the other
side two figures enclosed in an ark or chest. In
front the same figures as if come out and depart-
ing. Hovericg over is the dove with the sprig in
its bill.” The dove has the sprig in her claws,
and yet the dove of Noah (Columba Noachi) is
never pictured with claws or feet, and always
bears the sprig in her mouth. Calmet’s figure 18
intended for Noah, for the name NoE is endorsed
on the ark or chest.

When understanding the Median and Persian
laws, it will be found that there is a splendid inter-
pretation of the Deluge registered in the heavens.
In every celestial atlas or globe ever published
there is a wrecked vessel or ark, now called Argo,
and returning to the ‘ark is Noah’s dove just de-
scribed.  In Hebrew there are two words N2n
Thebeth and jja1 Tebeth, both applicable to the
heavens, and by means of the Triple taw of
Masons governed by the Median and Persian laws,
they occupy the same “point” in the yearly
circle. By so doing 60 degrees or two months
(Jan. and Feb.) are struck from the year, and the
circle commences with the Roman Mars or March.
Accordingly the seventh month is September, the
eighth October, the ninth November, and the last,
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the tenth, December. nap Tebeth is the He-
brew tenth month, and the tenth sacred sign is
Capricornus, the winter tropic. With the Greek
Capricornus is Pan, and the Pantheon of Rome
was dedicated to the heathen gods. Tebeth is the
opening of the royal southern road of the sun on
the ccliptic. 2# means the house of the curva-
ture and terminus. Ark and arch Inglish mean
alike segment of a circle. The Roman year of
-ten months gives 300 degrees or days, conse-
quently the sign Capricornus, being the tenth,
would imply the house of the termination of the
curvabure. In some old celestial charts the degrees
on the ecliptic are represented as little square
cubes or cubits. 300 cubits are then the Roman
year. In Mars the height of the sign Capricornus
is always 30 cubits, and as the semidiameter of
300 is 50, the breadth of Capricornus is 50 cubits
(Gen. vi. 15). Then as this ark or arch of Capri-
cornus implies 300 for curvature it must likewise
include Cancer, and this will hereafter be exem-
plified. The southern gate of his majesty the sun
Capricornus, may well be called the Royal Arch or
Royal Ark, and arch with logos may well be con-
sidered as archeeological, consequently the name
is proper foran institute where Masons may study
the wisdom of the ancients.

Now although ark is an arch, nevertheless arch
is not an ark, for there comes Nan Thebeth to ex-
plain the difference. Ark is decidedly a chest,
just such an one as produced by Calmet. Indeed
Cruden tells us that ark “is a chest or coffer
to keep things sure or secret.”” Thebeth is the
ark of bulrushes of Moses, and it is the ark of
Noah, and that Calmet confirms. The ark in the
heavens is the box or chest, “ara’’ the Masonic
pedestal on which covenants are established in
our lodges (Deut. xxxi. 26), and with compasses
any Mason can push into the side of ara, the sacred
volume. Above ara or Masonic pedestal are the
compasses. Circinus, the level Triangulum, and

the square Noirma Tuclides,and all these an initiated
Mason can enclose with the book of the law in
Thebeth, where they remain “sure and secret”
until such time as required by the W.M. when
rising in the east.

THE Cmaracter of A W.M.—The Master of every
lodge should found his government in concord and
universal love; for, as the Great Architect moves the
systems with his finger, and touches the spheres with
harmony, so should Masons be of one accord and of one
spiritin unanimity in charity and brotherly love, moving
by one unchanging system, and actuated by one principle
of rectitude of manners,

MASONIC DISCIPLINE.—XIII.
By Crux.

In our last article upon this important subject;
in which every brother, who earnestly desires that
Freemasonry should progress in accordance with
the spirit of the times, must feel a strong interest,
we laid before our readers the ountline and details
of a'plan calculated to promote the advancement
of the Craft, to raise its prestige, and to improve
the working of the lodges belonging to the Order.
It is of little or no real utility for Masons to falk
fraternally foul of one another respecting - the:
origin of such and such a term, the fruth or falsity
of such and such a legend, or the pros and cons
that might be stated in relation to any alleged
Masonic occurrence.

Interesting and valuable as all researches re-
garding ancient Freemasonry undoubtedly are,
and however deserving of the attention, the support,
and sympathy of the brethren they may be, yeb
they fail altogether to place our lodges upon that
strict and efficient footing, which it is to be hoped
they will ere long posses. When one considers
the absorbing interest with which a paper, a lecture
upon some recondite Masonic subject is listened
to and perused, and the apathy with which the
very same audience and readers will witness the
most abrocious blunders, the grossest dereliction
of drill and discipline—perpetrated in open lodge;
1t 1s scarcely possible to arrive at any other con-
clusion than that Masonry practically speaking is
a defunet science. It is in vain to boast of our
former grandeur, if we take no care to preserve
its living representative among us. The halo of
antiquity, that formerly was considered an excuse
for neglect of duty, contempt for honest labour,
and which permitted men to live in idleness at the
expense of their fellows, is fortunately a thing of
the past, a receding shadow of byegone times.
We all now honour a man for himself, as the
laureate says—

“ The grand old gardner and his wife
Smile ab the claims of long descent.”

If Freemasonry, regarded in any other light
than that of a mere pastime, is to be benefited,
it is only to be done by taking it up as it exisis
ab present, and introdncing mildly but firmly,
gradually bubt persistently, those alterations and
modifications which are so urgently needed. There
is no doubt that by a large number of brethren,
the whole proceedings of a lodge, and in fact the
whole system of Masonry, of which however they
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understand virtually nothing, is considered as a
pastime. This of course cannot be helped, nor is
there any real evil in the circumstance, for although
they might not have any serious ideas upon the
mafter, yet as honourable men, they respect the
obligations they have voluntarily taken upon them-
selves, too much to make light of the subject to
others, or to expose how little they know of that,
with which they.ought to be perfectly conversant.
The real danger to Freemasonry lies in the fact,
that the mannerin which the working is conducted
in ninety-nine lodges out of a hnndred, will not
stand the test of the mildest eriticism or examina-
tion, by any decently educated man who grapples
seriously with the whole subject. It will be con-
ceded that every brother, especially one who has
been recently initiated, approaches the question of
self inquiry and vreflection upon what he has
witnessed, and what he knows of Freemasony,
with a mind strongly biassed in its favour. Heis
both willing and ready to pardon a great deal, to
malce ample allowances for shortcomings that would
be treated mercilessly by an impartial outsider,
and to tax his own powers of invenbion to frame
excuses for fanlts, that his better judgment cannot
fail to condemn.  Similarly to ourselves, he may
appreciate the hidden mysteries of the Order, may
Inow Masonry in the fullest sense of the term, but
all his ideal knowledge, all his enthusiasm in
favour of the theoretical beauty of our tenets, the
pathos of our orisons, the mystical fidelity and
truth of our rites and ceremonies, will fail to sup-
port him, and keep his faith from wavering, under
the trying ordeal inflicted upon him by the work-
ing of the majority of our lodges. What must be
the feeling uppermost in the mind of every zealous
Mason, when he witnesses the examination of
candidates, in their progress round the lodge, by
officers who are themselves perfectly incapable
of going through the forms they demand of the
noviciates 7 Whatever may be the ignorance or
the proficiency of the rank and file, is of no con-
sequence, but when an officer is glaringly incom-
petent to perform his duties, the only conclusion

that any candid person can arriveat, is that he has

no business to be where he is.

Having dealt with the important question of the
education, selection and appointment of the officers
of lodges, and plainly expressed an opinion that a
radical change is urgently demanded, an opinion
in which many of our readers coincide, we may
now proceed to the discussion of several other

points, which are intimately connected with our
subject. In these, as well asin those to which we
have already, drawn attention, it will be seen that
there is the same absence of proper interference
upon the part of the governing lodge, the same
laxity of ¢ Masonic Discipline” and the same
neglect of all attempts, to ensare anything
approaching uniformity and unanimity, throughoust
the component elements of our vast, and influential
organisation. What a number of petty, trifling,
insignificant discrepancies exist which might be
reconciled with the greatest facility, if the matter
were taken up vigorously and earnestly! In by
far the larger majority, it is not a question of which
s right. It is really of not the slightest conse-
quence which of the two be taken as correct, but
the very fact that there s a difference, is sufficient
to mar the beauty of the whole, and render pain-
fully manifest, the absence of any fixed standard
or datum, in accordance with which all our pro-
ceedings great and small should be regulated. And
yet, it is more than probable that greater difficulty
would be experienced in establishing uniformity

with respect to these insignificant quibbles, than in
reconciling differences, which might fairly con-

stitute good grounds for serious contempiation and
discussion. So prone are men to dispute about

trifles. It will be remembered that some time ago,

when a revision of the bible was contemplated, and
the subject mooted in the house, the principal argu-
ment advanced against it was that it would un-
settle people’s minds. It was not denied that a

revision would, otherwise considered, be very

desirable, and there is no doubt whatever that it

will eventually be carried out. It is just possible

that something analagous might be asserted res-
pecting the modifications we contend for in Free-
masonry, but on the other hand no one bases his
salvation upon the Masonic creed, nor do we
allege that the system of Masonry is incorrect.
The theory is perfect and immutable. It is the
practice only that requires reformation, and which
should be made to conform universally to the
theoretical standard. A revision of the bible, would
to some extent, alter the standard of the Christian
belief. A revision of the working of our lodges,
would simply place them all in that relative posi-

tion of identity and uniformity, which they ought

to hold as individual members of our great Institu-

tion.

Ir requires greater virtues to support good, than bad fortune.

—La Rockefoucanlt.
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ADDRESS.

Delivered to the Pleiades Lodge of Mark Masters, (No. 26)
by V.. Bro. Dr. Horxixs, G.J.W., P.M. 74 §e., on ve-
diving from the Mastership, on March 11th, 1869.

(Continued from page 227.)

Brethren, I have fo thank you most sincerely
for the confidence you reposed in me, in permitting
‘me to be chief among the founders and first W.M.
.of the Pleiades Mark Lodge No. 26. in Totnes,
as I had been previously ‘of the Cesarean Mark
Lodge, No. 74, in Jersey, and hence probably the
privilege I enjoy in having been appointed to the
high rank of Grand Junior Warden of England
in the Mark Degree. In this capacity I have
attended one meeting held at Worcester last
autumn, but was unable to be present ab thab
held in London in December. Let me remind
you that the Grand Mark Lodge has set a good
example in this respect, one I have advocated for
some years, with a view to excite an interest in
its proceedings through all parts of the kingdom,
and to give others besides residents in the
metropolis opportunities of displaying their
Masonic abilities and qualities, and of thus obtain-
ing high official rank in it. With this view,
while the summer and winter meetings take
place in London, the spring and autumn ones
are held in the Provinces. In the course of a few
weeks, in accordance with this arrangement, I
expect as &.J.W. to be summoned to Cheltenham,
and I would here suggest the propriety of your
commissioning your new W.M., also to attend on

that occasion, and to offer an invitation to the.

Grand Mark Lodge to assemble at Totnes nexb
aubumn, and thus to enable the West of England
to participate in the benefitto be derived from a
visit of the ruling body in this branch of Free-
masonry, as well as to add to the character and
reputation of the Pleiades Lodge. This course
will no doubt be attended with some expense
and trouble, but it will confer honour and status
upon you, and may lead to an augmentation of
your members. I am quite sure that you could
not find a more suitable opportunity than when
your lodge is under the guidance of so genuine,
zealous, able and urbane a Brother as your W.M.
elect. :
‘When I assumed the position of your head, I
promised “ not to relax in my efforts”” on your
behalf, and that it should be “my aim to enforce
our principles, to carry out our constitutions, to

win your esteem, to instruct our younger members,
and to promote union, love and harmony.” I
hope I can conscientiously say that earnest efforts,
punctual discharge of all duties, and good
intentions have not been wanting, though errors
in judgment may perhaps have been committed.
Tt has often been remarked, that the system of
Masonic government is truly despotic, for that the
W.M. has almost unlimited power, though
certainly restricted in duration to one year. No
doubt the presumption is that he will be prevented
from committing any great outrage on the feelings
of those under his direction, by the influence of
Masonic principles, by calling to mind that on
initiation he was charged  to do unto others as
in similar cases he would wish that they should
do unto him,” and, in the absence of higher
motives, by the knowledge that he must soon
return to the condition of ordinary membership.
Still, I have known cases in which the position
has been abused, and one especially occurs to my
mind, where for several years successful efforts
had been made by successive masters to save the
funds of the lodge for a specific purpose, resulting
in the accumulation of more than £100, which
was spent by their immediate successor in feasting,
the brethren not having the moral courage to
apply a check, and a heavy rate in aid was
afterwards required to make up a deficiency. I
need hardly say that such is not the spirit by
which I have been actuated, and happily such
extreme cases as that I have cited are rare.
Though as & ruler in the Craft, with definite duties
and responsibilities  which I have been anxious
faithfully and impartially to discharge with a
view to the advantage of the lodge, I may
sometimes have been induced to utter words of
rebuke or of warning, an imputation from which
you will hardly exempt me this evening, I trust
that in so acting I have never forgotten the rules
of courtesy, the claims of brotherhood, con-
sideration for the honest opinions of others, the
interests of the lodge, or my own self-respect. If
in anv case I have exceeded the limits of propriety
and given offence, I now make the amende, by
expressing absence of intention and seeking
forgiveness.

Further experience in this province has con-
firmed an impression formed in the early part of
my residence here, that there is a deficiency in
social feeling amongst us, as in no department do
we ever meet otherwise than formally in lodge
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duties, with the exception of one annual banquet
among Craft Masons, To remedy this, I have
made it my business to encourage private meetings
with the brethren for instruction, and have
especially devoted one evening in each week to
this object, offering to receive any who would
favour me with their company at my residence.
I think I may confidently appeal to each of these
to support my assertion, that independently of
the direct Masonic benefit, between us a degree
of interest m each others welfare and a kindly
feeling have sprung up, which would not other-
wise have existed. Knowing how difficult 1t is
to induce brethren to attend simply to audit
accounts, with a view to secure the presence of
the officers of this lodge on the recent occasion of
the kind, I invited them all, 12 in number, to
assemble at my residence, and after the transaction
of the business to spend a social evening with me,
for which my wife made due provision. Two
thirds of the number attended, and after the
accounts had been passed, four only remained.
I confess that we were disappointed ab the failure
of my experiment. I refer to this, though rather
a personal matter, because in other provinces I
have seen the good effects of frequent inexpeusive
social gatherings within reasonable limits, and not
extended late hours, whick should I think he
encouraged. Clearly however the close union of
Masons in friendly intercourse, as distinct from
formal lodge meetings, is not understood here,
and if we further bear in mind the fact that in the
Mark and Royal Arch degrees, nothing whatever
has bheen done for the charities, and that in the
Craft Lodge contributions have heen limited to
an annunal guinea to each of the Masonic schools,
and to a few half crowns occasionally dispensed
to itinerant Masons, the claims of many of whom
have been recently shown to be very questionable,
15 is & matbter for wonder that externs have asked
me, “what is the advantage of Freemasonry in
Totnes?”” I confess that in face of the small
amount of good done and the failure to promote
kind social fecling, viewing also the secession
from active participation in lodge work of men
holding a good statas in the town, I have had
difficulty in answering the question, and hLave
been forced to base my defence of our system on
a wider range. I throw this out as a significant
hint which yon may turn over in your minds with
benefit, for the points involved are such as we
must grapple with.

If after due consideration you feel that I am
right, and I can hardly think that it will be
otherwise, I entreat you to make an atbempt to
change your position, as Craft Masons, as Mark
Masons, as Royal Arch Companions. - Rouse your
energies, and ach towards the fraternity, especially
towards our local branches of it, as you would in
your own private affairs if you found them nofb
answering your expectations. By your conduct
and your zeal prove yourselves worthy of our
honourable appellation of Freemasons; call back
the seceders and the faint-hearted, inspire them
with confidence ; lay aside all feelings of distrust
which are uaworthy of our calling; encourage
merit, wherever it may be found; assist in every
good work of mercy, of charity, for the extension
of Masonic knowledge and the investigation of
Masonic questions. Thus you will satisfy your
own consciences, promote unity and harmony,
command the respect of those who are not of us,
and help to fulfil the great mission of our Order,
remembering that ““the complicated system of
Freemasonry is 1ot to be received or rejected asz
may suit your pleasure or convenience.” Noj;
you have voluntarily taken solemn obligations.;
from those obligations you have no right fe
swerve, and to them you are bound to be faithful.

Before leaving this part of the subject, I would
express my deep regret that we have not been
able to send money to the fund for explorations in
Palestine conducted by Bro. Lient. Warren, which
are likely to be productive of great results, in
confirming scripture narratives and in testing our
Masonic traditions. To the whole Craft this is a
most interesting investigation, but especially to
the students of Mark Masonry, whose records will
be found on tables’ of stone ‘“long concealed
beneath the rubbish.” The opportunity now
offered is one which ought not to be limited by a
deficiency in funds, for it is one which will
probably never be renewed.

In conclusion,—to you brethren I must leave
the decision whether I have sncceeded in re-
deeming the pledge I gave on taking this chair,
and how far I bhave earned your approval, If I
may congratulate myself on the latter, I ask you
to show your sense of it, by extending your full
confidence to my successor, and by assisting him
in all his efforts to promote the prosperity of the
lodge under his rule. If I have failed to do all
that was inecumbent upon me, then still render
him your support, on the gromnd that he will
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prove himself far more competent and worthy
of it.

It now only remains to thank you for your
kindness and general compliance with my wishes
during the past year, and to express my con-
viction that, whatever my errors may have been,
they will be remedied by my most excellent
brother who is shortly to fill my place. I owe
him a debt of gratitude for the fidelity and
ability with which from the west he has supported
me in this chair, and I pray that he may be guided
in all his doings by the Grand Overseer of the
Universe, and thus he enabled to conduce to your
prosperity aud to the promotion of all the good
which this branch of our Order is calculated to
effect.

With these parting words I resign my official
rank, the last art of which will be to instal my
trusty and beloved brother the Rev. R. Bowden
in the chair of Adoniram, which I now proceed
to do.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CRATT.
By Bro. Winnian Jaues Huemaw, P.M, &e. &e.

It is my intention to write a series of papers on
"¢ The Prayers of the Craft ” in order to elncidate
the character of Freemasonry before and since the
Union of A.D. 1813. Not having the requisite
time to arrange my notes either chronologically or
systematically, my readers must be content to
accept the following, more as an unfinished sketch
of so .important a subject, than as an exhaustive
examination of the religious ceremonies of the
Craft.

The annexed Prayer isons of the most elaborate
in my possession, and evidently unsuitable to be
used ab the initiation of any candidates other than
believers in Christianity. It seems probable that
but few else entered our lodges, anterior to the
present century, when the Institution was made
thoroughly cosmopolitan and universal. ~Although
the ancient charges breathe a pure spirit of un-
:sectarian devotion, and ave generally liberal, the
prayers of the Craft from the revival, to the end of
the 18th century seem to have been mostly of a
strong Christian tendency, and we think neither
Jews nor Mahomedans could have consistently
taken part in the proceedings, becaunse contrary
%o their beliefs.

That this was usually the case through onr
-country will appear more evident, when all the

Prayers we have in M S. or printed, have been
transcribed for the pages of the Fremiasons’
MAGAZINE.

Trom a confutation on the observatious on Free~
masoury, by an anonymous author of a pamphlet,
entitled ““Mascnry the Way to Hell,” by Isaac
Head, P.G.M., Isles of Scilly, (Ixeter A.D.
1766) :—

“A Prayer at the admission of a new made
Brother.—0 God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God
of Jacob, Almighty and Eternal Lord, Maker and
Creator of all things, Author and Finisher of our
Faith ; Thou, O Gloriousand Hternal God, to whom
alone being belongeth, be pleased in mercy to
vouchsafe Thy Divine inflnence to us the creatures
of Thy power, the work of Thy own hand, here
assembled in Thy awful presence; and as Thou
has promised, in Thy most holy and sacred word,
that where two or three are gathered together in
Thy name there Thou wilt be in the midst of them ;
be Thou therefore, O Lord, present with us. Hear
us from Heaven, Thy dwelling place, and send Thy
Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may, at all
times, in all places, and on all occasions, have a
due sense, of and reverential awe for, Thy Almighty
Power, that we may duly consider, that all our
thonghts, words, and works, are naked and open
to Thy all searching and all seeing Bye.

Regard, we beseech Thee, our supplications,
which we offer up to Thee in the name, for the salke,
and througH the merits of the immaculate Lamb,
slain from the foundation of the world. Impress
on our minds a due sense of those sacred and holy
things we have taken on us. Give Thy blessing,
O Lord to this our present undertaking, and
grant that this our new made brother may be
true and faithful among us; that he and all of us
may devote every action of our lives to Thy divine
honour and service ; and that, with the aitain-
ment of the knowledge of the Arcana of Masonry,
may be also revealed the sacred and sublime
mysteries of Godliness and Christianity. Grant,
O Lord, that we may ever agree together in
brotherly love and charity, without which whoso-
ever liveth-1s connted dead before Thee; thatin all
our dealings in the world we may do justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with Thee, O great and
everlasting Grod ! and that ab length an abundant
entrance may be administered unto usin Thy king-
dom, O great Jehovah! and that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in Thee, we may
glorify Thy holy name, and finally, by Thy mercy
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obtain everlasting life, through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ the Righteous. To
whom with Thee, O Father! and Thee O Holy
Ghost! be ascribed, as is most justly due, all
Glory, Honour, Praise, Power, Might, Majesty, and
Dominion, both now and for ever and ever.
Amen.”

MASONIC NOTES AND QUERIES:

HERALDIC BADGES.

That I hold an opinion of my own on the claims of
the Masonic Knights of Malta, is apparent, inci-
dentally, from a recent communication; but as I
desire to prove by investigation rather than argu-
ment, I only now allude to this opinion in order that,
whilst referring to the customs of the original Order
of St. John, I may be understood to do so on
archzological grounds only. I proceed, then, to offer
a few remarks in compliance with the invitation of
Bro. Haye at page 150.

I agree with Bro. Haye that the Grand Masters
of the Hospitallers quartered the arms of the Order;
gules (not sable) a plain cross argent. Examples of
this occur on the splendid tombs of Giovanni di
Valletta, L'Isle Adam, De la Cassiere and Nicolas
Cotoner.

It does nob so clearly appear in what manner the
. other grades of the Order were entitled to bear its
armorial distinction ; though possibly a careful in-
vestigation of individual names might enable some
opinion to be formed.

In one instance, that of the Prior Christian Oster-
hauzen, I find the arms of the Order impaled. In
one instance, that of Antonins de Ribas, I find the
cross in the first quarter ; and in another case, that
of Beon de Luxembourg, the cross appears in the
fifth quarter.

Qut of 154 examples, the shield of the family arms
of the Knight (not containing the arms of the
Order) is placed upon an eight-pointed cross with
the points extending from behind the shield, in no
less than 119 cases. In 15 cases the shield is so
placed, but bears the arms of the Order in chief. In
11 cases the arms of the Order are borne in chief,
simply. In six cases the tombs display the family
arms only, or some other sculptural design; and the
remaining three are those to which I have before
referred.

I may append a few examples of each arrange-
ment :—

Shield of arms upon an eight-pointed cross.—
Alexandro Benzio, Prior; Francisci Carafe, Prior;
Jean de Tresnoy, Commander; Henvicus de Chaste-
let, C.; Balduini Bulart, C.; Antonius Alifia; Anto-
nius de Puget.

Cross in chief.—Terdinando Corio, C.; Bonifacius
de Puget, C.; Franciscus de Ricasolis, C.; Joannes
de Vintimille, C.; Franciscum Mabelam ; Francisco
de Panizzes.

Cross in chief, and shield placed upon an eight-
pointed cross.—Robin de Gravezon; Pranciscus de
Cremaulx; Bartolomeus Nicolai; Antonio Lores;
Ludovico de St. Pol.

From the remains of the Priory of Clerkenwell,
of which the restorations were completed in 1504, we
find that the arms of the Grand Prior, Sir Thomasg
Docwra, are displayed with the eross in chief.

In the existing branches of the original Order, the
shields of Commanders and Knights of Justice are
augmented with the chief of the Order, placed on the
eight-pointed cross, and surrounded with the collar of
beads with badge pendant. Those of Ladies, Knighty
of Grace, and Honorary Knights, are decorated with
the collar and badge only; and those of chaplaing
bear the badge pendant from a ribbon.

I have only met with one example of the collar of
beads from the tombs at Malta, that of Franciscug
Iressemanes. There is no doubt though that it was
often displayed with the insignia of the Order.

I am unable fully to appreciate the banners of the
Masonic Maltese Order as described by the Grand
Conclave of England in respect of the initials F. BRI,
I know of no instance in which the motto “ Fortitudo
gjus Rhodum tenuit,” has been used by the original
Order; indeed, it is at once evident that its con-
struction is of individual application. It is well
known to be an old motto of the Counts of Savoy,
in allusion to the supposed exploits of Count
Amadeus V. against the Turks at Rhodes. These:
letters, alternated with love-knots, form the collar of
the Order of the Annunciation (Sardinia), founded
by Count Amadeus VI, of Savoy, the members of
which are now chosen from amongst the Knights of
St. Maurice and St. Lazarus, and from the ancient.
nobility.

I regret that, owing to change of residence, my
books and manuseripts are mostly packed away, buk
I think I am right in saying from mewory that the
Abbé Vertot, the great historian of the Hospitallers,
repudiates the claim of Amadeus V. to the exploits
in which the motto is said to have originated. My
impression, too, is that another explanation has been
given of the letters FER.T., and that they have
been shewn to have been used before the fall of Rhodes.
in 1522. 1T believe I have notes on the subject, but
they are not accessible to me without unpacking cases
of books. .

And now a word as to the decorations used by
the Masonic Templars, upon which the commission
under the treaties of convention with Scotland and
Ireland will have the diflicult duty to decide. The
jewel used by the Scottish Templars is an eight-
pointed cross of black enamel, bordered with a white
orle, and charged with a cross patide of red enamel,
the whole surmounted by a Grand Master’s crown.
This is a handsome jewel, and I am told, was at one
time worn by the Bnglish Templars also. An early
jewel of the Baldwin Encampment, Bristol, of which
o specimen was kindly lent me by Dr. Bryant, the
Provincial Grand Commander, consists of a silver
eight-pointed cross, engraved with emblems of the
Templars on the one side, and of the high degrees on
the other ; this was a very excellent jewel, and being
worn gilt by Commanders and higher dignitaries, was
at onee simple and distinetive. The jewel worn by
the English Templars, whichever it may have been,
was discarded some years since in fayour of the
cross belonging to the Ordre du Temple of France, a
white enamelled cross of eight points charged with a
cross patice of red enmamel, and surmounted by a
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Grand Master’s crown, worn from a red and white
ribbon. The members of the Ordre du Temple con-
sidered this to be an unfair usurpation of their badge,
and they made protests against it, but without avail.
In 1853 the Statutes of the English Templars were
remodelled, the combination which had before existed
with the Masonic Order of Malta was expunged, the
instifution became in the mnew Statutes  Masonic
Knights Templars” only, and the present red-
enamelled jewels were adopted. In 1862 the Masonic
Maltese Order was revived, bub in a separate form
and with a preposterous ceremony, the cross of the
Ordre du Temple was again pressed into the service
for the use of Priors, thereby allotting it to the
wrong Order, and thus stands the “jumble” in the
year of grace 1869.

I shall be glad to learn how and when the jewel of
the Scottish Templars was originated, and whether it
is clear that it was at one time common to both
countries, or, if not, whether the Baldwin, or what
other cross was in general use in England. Some of
our older brethren may be able to give us actual
evidence of this.—Lurus.

FREEMASON—DERIVATION OF THE WORD.

I am not aware of the definition of the origin of
the word as adopted by archwmologists, so I merely
give the following as the notion I had regarding the
meaning and origin of the term “ Freemason,” re-
serving to myself the power either to hold by it or to
give or accept a corrected or better definition again.
Free-mason is an English compound word made up
of the moun “mason,” prefixed by the adjective
“free.” “Mason” means the man who builds a
house—now at least, par ewecellence, a stone house—
simply a house-builder ; the French word for house
is maison, which being applied to their buildings by
the Normans (after the conquest I am specially
alluding to) was turned by the genins of the English
anguage into mason, the man who builds the house.
Magon T consider is taken from mason; not mason
from magon. Then, as to the Boglish word Free-
mason, Frenchified into Frank-magon, that is o mere
French adoption of an English term,

The adjective free was prefixed to mason either on
account of the Masons (members of the building
fraternities) who built our cathedrals, &c., having had
granted to them certain privileges which the common
operatives of the country did not possess; or, after-
wards, because they were freemen masons, Z.e., free of
their guild or corporation. The Masons™ of our
corporations often included all the different trades
necessary in house-building, such as wrights, &e, 1
reject both the ““free-stone mason” idex and the
“ free-born mason” idea.—W., P. Bycmax.,

HMISTORICAL FREEMASORY.

I have been prevented from sending the following
remarks on a communication from * Pictus ” with
this heading by very pressing business, and I observe
that there is a similar article, entitleq « Treemasonry
About Two Hundred Years Ago,” in the Magazine
of to-day. _As my views are diametrically opposite to
thosg of ““ Pictus,” I propose to-day to consider his
Previous communication, “ Historieal Freemasonry,”
and, with your kind permission, will forward some
further remarks next week on ¢ Freemasonry Two
Hundred Years Ago.” :

I quite agree with “ Pictus,” after a long and careful
study of our Masonic evidences, that we never can be
too careful in the statements we make and the claims
we put forth. One of the greatest difficulties in the
way of a Masonic Student like myself has been the
reckless assertions of some, and the ex-parte state-
ments of others. But I confess that, in respect of
the Masonic history to which he referred, I do not
see that it ab all merited the animadversions he was
pleased to make upon it. The writer of that short
account of the meeting of the West Yorkshire Pro-
vincial Lodge evidently knows what he is writing
about, and does but pué in a popular form the very
ancient traditions of our Fraternity.

He alludey first of all to the Charter of Edwin,
which plays such a conspicuous part in all the his-
tories and constitutions and traditions of Freemasonry.
Now, whatever may be the exact truth as regards
this alleged Charter of Edwin, certain it is that, 70
years ago, o document purporting to be this charter
wag in existence in York. It passed into the hands
of a brother now deceased, with many other of the
lodge papers, and has never sinee then been seen or
beard of. Bub that it did exist, and had been seen
Dy trustworthy persons, I know, on the authority of
Mr. Wallbrace, the eminent editor of the “ Char-
talaries of Fountain’s Abbey.” Thab it was what it
professed to be, I do not say, but if ever it furns up
again, we shall soon be able to discover what ib
really is.

I admib at once that it is very difficult histovically
to see what could be the connexion between the
operative DMasons and “XEdwin the Atheling,” who
was drowned ab sea, according to the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle. The comnexion of Athelstan with the
operative body is not difficult to understand, as he
was the donor of many charters to operative guilds,
and, therefore, the Masonie tradition of his connexion
with our Opder is probably quite true.

Many years ago, when Mr. Wallbrace was assisting
me in my earlier Masonic studies, it occurred to both
of us that by an error not uncommon in traditions,
by an anachronism, the connexion of operative Ma-
sonry with an older Edwin had been transferred to
Edwin the brother of Abhelstan.

Bdwin, King of Northumbria, was baptized at
York by Paulinus, Baster Day, 627, in a modern
church; but by the assistance of Roman Masons,
according to the old chroniclers, he caused the first
stone church to be built there. He lived at Auldly,
near York, which in Preston, according to an old
tradition, is said to have been the residence of Bdwin
the brother of Athelstan. That such a mistake and
misnomer might oceur, we have proof in the case of
¢ Benet, Abbot of Nirral,” who was evidently Bene-
diet Biscop; the famous builder and Abbot of Were-
mouth.

No doubt in our traditions many such errors may
be traced; but on the whole, subject to the necessary
drawbacks of oral traditions, onr history is, I con-
tend, wonderfully accurate, and ean easily be read by
the careful student. *“ Pictus” asks, where is the
proof that the Masonie tradition is 500 years old?
Is «“ Pictus "' unacquainted with the fact that the old
Masonic MS. poem among the Royal MSS., British
Museum, is fixed by all competent authorities at a
date not later certainly than the latter part of the
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14th century? It is to this MS. poem that the
writer of the article impugned refers, and from which
ke quotes, the anthor of which was a monk or priess,
and who refers to earlier MSS. which he had himself
then seen. Dr. Oliver thought so highly of that old
poen, that he contends we have in it the substance of
the roles and regulations framed at the York
Assembly.

Has “ Pictus” not seen the ancient prose MSS.
History of Freemasonry, edited by Bro. Matthew
Cooke, among the Additional MSS., British Museum,
and of date the latter pavt of the 15th century, to
which the writer aiso refers? .There requires no
authority from anyone to prove both the genuineness

~and antiquity of these MSS.; they are open to all
students, and have as yet never been questioned.

The writer of that article on the West Yorkshire
Prov. Grand Lodge Meeting, whoever he be, was

* then, undoubtedly, correct in stating that our Ma-
sonic tradition dates to the end of the 14th century,
or 500 years back. But this brings us to the greater
question, what is the connexion between operative
and speculative Freemasonry, and which, with your
kind permission, I will defer to next week, simply
premising that I have never changed the opinion long
ago expressed, not only that Freemasonry is very
ancient, but that-its true historyis to be sought in the

- operative guilds of medireval and earlier times.—A
- MASONIC STUDENT.

CORRESPONDENCE.

< The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by Correspondents.

RAIDS UPON MOTHER KILWINNING, OR
RAIDS BY MOTHER KILWINNING ?

TO THE EDITORB OF TILE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR,

Dear Sir and Brother,—Our esteemed brother, D.
Murray Lyon, at page 201, says,— If we except the
periodical boastings on behalf of a lodge whose claims
for precedence over all other Scotch lodges were based
upon the alleged genuineness of a document which
one of our most accomplished antiquarians (Cosmo
Innes) bas unhesitatingly declared to be a forgery,*
the Lodge of Kilwinning has for 60 years been in
unchallenged possession of the first place on the roll
of daughter lodges under the Scotch™ constitution.t
Very good so far, only we hope by and bye to be
able to show that the pretensions by which “ Mother
Kilwinning ” has secured that position ave false, and
that Mary’s Chapel was rather foolish to allow the
Lodge of Kilwinning to get above her (unless, indeed,
might was stronger than right), and that ¢ Mother
Kilwinning,’, instead of really being, as it gives out,
the Mother of Masoury in Scotland, is simply, pos-
sibly a daughter of the Lodge of Glasgow ; or, if the
Kilwinning Todge be the daughter of the ¢ frater-
nity 7 which built Kilwinning Abbey, about the be-
ginning of the 13th century,i then that Kilwinning

# At same time, however, while declaring the Maleolm wrib o
.forgegy, Cosmo Innes also declares the William the Lion Charber
genuine.
+ He then goes on to rvefer to Mary’s Chapel at length.
I Not about 1140, as erroneously given out 5 i6 being in the
pointed style.

fraternity was probably—as may yet be proved—a
branch from the fraternity employed (constituit) by
Bishop Joceline in 1190 to build his new stone cathe-
dral, the old one having been lately burned down,
being probably of wood, as many of the early eccle-
siastical structures were. The Abbot of Kilwinning
was under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Glasgow,
Kilwinning being in his diocese. Another point is
that the Monastery of Kilwinning was only an off-
shoot from the parent Tironensian Monastery of Kelso,
and the noble ruins of Kelso Abbey,* still extant (built
about a.0. 1200), bespeak an older date than those of
Kilwinning Abbey. Does it not seem strange, then,
how so little is said about Kelso being the grand-
mother of Masonry in Scotland? I am afraid thab
Bro. A. Laurie, in his History of Freemasonry (1804),
has had an unfairly warm side to Kilwinning ; and,
while he stoutly knocks down the York legend, he
as firmly holds on by the equally (in some respects
more) absurd Kilwinning one. Further on this point,
see Magazine for June 20, 1868, second column of
page491. Insame Magazine, page 490, I state that
the Malcolm the Third and David the First writs are
“two brothers well matched,” both being equally pure
impositions; and since then more light has only
further proved the correctness of said assertion. [
have now therefore to make another statement, and
assert that the York legend and the Kilwinning
legend are another pair of “ brothers well matched,”
both being equally absurd and contrary to the real
history of their several countries, as a little more time
and research will still more clearly prove.

In the Magazine for November 7, 1868, page 366,
I referred to the manifest absurdity of the Kilwinning
legend, and of it being “allowed that there is greab
probability in Bro. Tiaurie’s surmise that the English
brethren owe their knowledge of the Craft to emis-
saries from Kilwinning—which drew the following
remark from our learned brother “R.Y.” page 389,
November 14, 1868 :-—* Bro. Buchan has got hold of
another scandal to Masonic history—the fables about
Mother Kilwinaing—and he is sure to handle it with
accustomed straightforwardness. The invention is
very modern. It will, perhaps, be found to come
from Yrance in the last century.” I have delayed
following this matter up, as I was expecting to see Bro.
Lyon’s IHistory of Kilwinning, which, however, I
understand, is not now to be published until next
Christmas. I intend to refer to the Glasgow and
Kilwinning building fraternities again; meanwhile, I
wish to refer to the conduct of “ Mother Kilwinning ”
since she joined the Grand Lodge, assisting abt its
formation in 1736,

‘When the Grand Lodge of Scotland was formed
in 1786 by a number of the Scottish lodges, the
Lodge of Kilwinning was also there as a consenting
party, and duly received the position on the roll of
No. 2, Mary’s Chapel being No. 1. At this time
Bro. A. Lauvie tells us, page 150 of his « History of
Freemasonry ” (1804), that,—*The Grand Lodge
having ordained that a fee should be exacted from
every person who was initiated into the Order since
the 1stitution of the Grand Lodge, or who might

#* The st Olasgow Cathedral fonnded in 1123,  Kelso
Abbey (not the present structure, however), first f~inded in
1128, Kilwinning legend date 1140; but real date of older
portions of Kilwinning Abbey nearer 1240.
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afterwards be initiated, and that this fee should be
made a part of the charity fund for the relief of the
indigent and distressed brethren, the Kilwinning
Lodge petitioned that this fee should not be demanded
from the operative Masons, many of whom found it
difficult enongh to advance the dues to their respec-
tive lodges. This request of the Kilwinning Masons,
however, was rejected ; and the Grand Liodge decreed
that those who refused or neglected to pay the entry-
money, should receive no aid from the charity fund.”
“The Kilwinning Masons ” do not seem to have been
well pleased at their petition being rejected, for
shortly after, in 1748, Bro. Laurie again tellsus (page
162), that “a letter was read from the Lodge of
Kilwinning, complaining that they were only second
on the roll, while, as the mother lodge of Scotland,
they were entitled to the first place. The Grand
Lodge decreed that, as the Lodge of Kilwinning had
produced no documents to show that they were the
oldest lodge in Scotland, and as the Lodge of Mary’s
Chapel had shown their records as far back as 1598,
the latter had an undoubted right to continue first on
the roll.” The then Grand Lodge seems to have been
composed of sensible men, who justly refused to
acknowledge the Liodge of Kilwinning’s fonndation-
less pretensions to be ““ the Mother Lodge of Scot-
land.” Mary’s Chapel was, therefore, allowed to
keep her position of No. 1.

Kilwinning then breaking faith with the Grand
Lodge, withdrew after seven years association, and
set up, most unwarrantably, a sort of rival Grand
Lodge of its own. [ say “breaking faith,” because
the ground of excuse for their withdrawal was false.
They wished to supersede Mary’s Chapel, because,
says Kilwinning, we are “the Mother Lodge of
Seotland.” The Grand Lodge of 1743, however,
could not see that, no proof of any such assertion
being forthcoming (nor I fear ever will) j so “ Mother
Kilwinning ” taking the huff, as I said, breaks faith,
2]311(1 without any just or true reason leaves the Grand

odge.

In'1807, however, a new generation of Grand Lodge
existed, composed it would seem of a greater number
of believing brethren, many of whow no doubt sucked
in a certain portion of faith for the Kilwinning asser-
tion (or legend, being now 64 years older than in
1743) from the veritable fountain of Bro. A. Lauries’
lately published “ History of Freemasounry,’ 1804.

(A query arises—Was there any ill-feeling between
Mary’s Chapel and Bro. Laurie about or before this
time ?)

1n 1807, therefore, the lodge of Kilwinning finding
their legend now likely to have more practical effect®
joined the Grand Lodge again, having the assurance
to ask what it unfairly received, viz., precedence of
its ancient metropolitan rival,”’ and not that alone,
but that its Master was to rank as Provincial Grand
Master, and the fees for recording its entrants were
to be considerably lower than those of its sister
lodges in the kingdom. Of course this is the Kil-
winning idea of Masonic equality. What shall we
say, however, when it is now found that Mother Kil-
winrping's pretensions arve simply an imposition, and
ifti boasted motherhood of Masonry in Scotland

alse ? :

* TThe position of Mary’s Chapel being unjustly sacrificed on
&he score of unreasonable expediency.

The least we can say is that justice to its sister
lodges demands that its false plumes should be stripped
off, and the Kilwinning lodge put upon the level—
as it surely ought to be—with its sister lodges.

Bro, Lyon tells us, page 201, that in 1807 “ a solitary
individual of Mary’s Chapel entered his protest against
the arrangements then made.” The name of this
“sohitary individual * deserves to be recorded, and to
be had in reverence by the brethren of Mary’s Chapel.
It is by the simple efforts of a few solitary individuals
that we have gained so much Masonic knowledge
lately. Gralileo was a ¢ solitary individual " when he
pronounced the words, “E pur s’ muove.” Yet he
was right, and the haughty multitude who surrounded
him wrong, aund I need not multiply examples.

In regard to the “ Ordinance ” affecting Mother Kil-
winning, said to have been written in 1589, and sub-
scribed “ William Schaw, Master of Wark, Wairden
of ye Maisons ” (a copy of which is given page 302
of the Magazine for April 1863), I am not sure of its
being genuine; this idea rises from certain remarks,
&e., which it contains. However, I shall think over it.

Bro. Lyon admits the value of Professor Innes,
opinion, and Mr. Innes says, “no DMasons’ lodge in
the world can have had a charter from any Malcolm
king of Scots.” "Well Malcolm IV. died in 1165,
and the Kilwinning brethren say their “lodge’ was.
formed in1140. If it could have been then in exist-
ence what should prevent it getting a charter from
Maleolm IV, seeing they were—at least so they say
—*“the mother lodge ? ”” when the builders of Glaggow
Cathedral got one trom his brother William the Lion
in 1190, which Glasgow charter, Professor Innes says,
“would make faith in any court of law.” Teaving
our esteemed brother D. Murray Lyon to solve that
problem,*

I am fraternally yours,
W. P. Buomax.

MASONIC DISCIPLINE. By CRUX.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

Dear Sir and Brother,— As the little fraternal
“gpar”’ between DBro. Pictus and myself may now
be considered at an end, will you allow me, through
the medium of your columns, to thank him for his
good wishes, and also to assure him that I fully re-
ciprocate the feeling with which he comments upon
my articles. I trust that should he, or any other
brother not agree with any remarks that I may make,
they will atback me in the same fraternal spirit. I
shall defend myself of course, as every contributor to
your valuable columns is bound to do, and in doing
50 I shall be actuated by the same motives that have
influenced me in everything that I have kad to do
with the Craft, namely, the advancement and welfare
of the true mterests of our Order.

Yours fraternally,
Crux.

London, 22nd March, 1869.

# "The simplest solution of course would be that * the lodge of
Kilwinning ” was not in existence theu ; but, admitting that,
what becomes of the Kilwinning ideas?”  Another question is,
Where, in Scotland, is there any notice of a “building fraternity’
being employed previous to that at Glasgow ? I know of none
—W. P. B.
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MASONIC MEMS.

TEE UxrveErsan Masoxic CATENDAR, DIARY, AND POCKET
Boox ror 1869.—A scceond edition of this useful and compre-
hensive publication has been just issued. It ean be obtained
at the office of the Frrryasoxg’ MacaziNg, 19, Salisbury-
street, Strand, London, or in Glasgow, in addition to the regular
agents,

Masoxt¢ Lire Boar Fuxp.—We aro requested to mention
that a committee is about to be formed for carrying out the pur-
poses of the fund; and the Secretary will be glad to receive the
names of brethven willing to serve upon i6.  When the com-
mittec is formed, alist of subseriptions received will be pub-
lished.

Grrrs’ Scmoor.—We desire to bring before the notice of our
numerous readers as worthy of thelr support, the case of Alice
Ritson Molineaus, aged cight years, a candidate for admission at
the ensuing Election for the Royal Masonie Institution for Girls,
Her father was for twenby-one years Assistant Locomotive
Engineer to the London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway
Company. He died very suddenly in November 1867, leaving a
Widow and seven children. The Widow has since been con-
fined of a posthumous child, making eight in all, and as six of
these ave whally, and the two cldest nearly dependent upon her,
we need hardly say it is a case particularly deserving the interest
of all Freemasons, and wmore especially, perhaps that portion of
them belonging to orin any way counected with railways, Bro.
Molineaux was a very rising man in his profession, but unfortu-
nately was unable to leave his widow and large family provided
for. He belonged to the Royal York Lodge at Drighton, No.
815, of which lie had heen & member four years. DBro. George
Hawkins of the London Brighton and South Coast Railway,
Brighton, will be happy to receive proxies.

The danghter of Mrs. S, Palmer is a candidate for admission.
We understand this to be a trnly deserving case for fraternal
sympathy. We arc requested to mention that Clara Mercedes
Wicls, who has been three times a candidate for election, comes
up again in April.  She has the support of the Novfolk Provin-
cial Lodges, and the case is a very deserving one. Also the
case of Theresa Mary Claisen, whieh is warmly recommended
and which is peculiarly distressing.

Provixcran Graxp Loper oF WILTSHIRE.—A TLodge of
Emergency will be held at the New Hall, Chippenliam, on
Wednesday, the 31st inst.  Amongst other business to be truns-
acted, a presentation of regalia will be made to the much
esteemed Drov. G. 3. of Berks and Bucks, Bro. Sir Daniel
Gooch, Bart, ALP, A large muster of hrethren is expecbed.
Our readers ave referred to our advertising columns for the list
of brethren from whom tickets for the banguet can be obtained.

. TRE Most Worshipful Crand Master has fixed the 14th of
April, for the inauguration of the new buildings, in Great
Queen-strees, and has sanctioned the striking of a jewel to com-
memorate the occasion, which will be worn by the Stewards

only. The probable cost to each Steward is estimated at nboub
£6 Gs.

On1ver TEstiyMONIAL.—We beg to refer to our advertising
columns anent this testimomial, which doserves
Masonic support.

universal

SterEME COUNCIL, 33°—1¢t is with great regret we learn thab
Lieut.-Colonel Harry Atkins Bowyer, the M.P.S.G. Commander
of the 83°, and the Prov. Grand Master of Oxiordshire, who has
for some time past been suffering from ill-health, has recently been
in such imminent danger that his life has been despaired of.  I6
isifeaved that even should his life be spared, it would be long ere
he could take any active part in Freemasonry, and he has jusb
resigned the highly honourable position of head of the Supreme
Couneil 33°.

Brerurey are reminded that the Lodge Music published a
few weels ago, in several issues of the MicizINe, has been re-
published in a convenient form for Lodge use, price 2s, 6d.

GraxD LoDGE OF IRELAND ORGAN Fuxp.—A subscription
list for this fund is opencd at Freemasons’ Hall, Dublin. Bros.
Franeis Quin, Davenport, Crosthwaite, and Huamphrey Minchin
His Grace the Duke of
Leincester, (+.)L, has headed the list with th wmagniticent dona-
tion of £100. £400 is the amount required

TrEe © Freemasons’ Calendar for the Provinee of Durham ” is
now published, and may be obtained on application to Bro.
William Brignall, jun, or Bro. R. Cooke, 8, Silver-street,
Durham.

will be happy to receive subscriptions.

Masoxie LiFEBOAT Fuxp.—What individual members of
the Craft can do towards this great object is best told by Bro.
Walter Reynolds, of the Minerva Lodge of Mark Masters,
colleeting in shillings, the handsome sum of six guineas. Col-
lection cards may be had from the Secretary, ab tle office,
19, Salisbury-street, Strand, London, W.C.

Graxp Masoxrc Barnt ix Dupriy.—The Masonic ball
which will take place in Dublin next month, under tlie
patronage of the Duke of Leinster, M.W. Grand DMaster, and
the Grand Lodge of Ireland, Is intended, we believe, to rival, if
not to oclipse, the splendid entertainment given to the Prince
and Princess of Wales during their late visit to Dublin. The
ball will be held in the Exhibition Building, and no trouble or
expense will be spared to make it in every respect a magnificent
and brilliant #duidon.  The ball is to take place on the Friday
after Punchestnwn Races, which ave always attended by a great
number of Northerns, and are yearly growing more popular
and attractive, The ball will be 2 greab addition to the week’s
amusement, and o most agreeable conclusion, DTrivate lettors
from Dublin inform us that the committec off management arve
putting forth all their energy in the hope of making the coms-
ing Masonie bull the most splendid that has ever taken place in
Ireland.

MASONIC ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE.
THE RECENT DISCOVERIES IN CONNECTION WITH
THE PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND.

By W. Brsavt, Esq., M.A.

The third meeting of the members of this institute was held
on Tuesday evening last, the 23rd inst, in the board room of
the Freemusons” Hall, Great Queen-street, W.(.,, it having been
announced that Bro. W, Besant, JL4., would read a paper on
The recent discoveries in connesion with the Palestine Explo-
rations eondueted by Bro. Licut. Charles Warven, R.Z.

An influentinl muster of members and visitors assembled
about halt an hour before the time fixed for veading the paper,
and examined the large number of interesting objects exhibited,
and the splendid collection of diugrams, lithographic plans, and
views suspended in the room, and laid upon the table, which had
been placed at the disposal of the members by the Secretary of
the Palestine Exploration Fund and others.

At Soclock, Bro. W. Smith, C.F., announced that PBro.
Glaisher, FLR.S., o Member of the Council of the Institute,
would take the chair.



w27, 1500] FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

253

The Secretary, Bro. Hyde Pullen, then read several letters,
amongst them one from Bro. Col. H. Clerk, Z.E. F.R.S,, &c,
regretting his inability-to attend and take the chair that even-
ing; from Bro. Hyde Clarke, and others, regretting their
inability to attend; from Bro. W. T. Marchaut, a member of
the Institute (and of the Gooch Lodge, 1,238), presenting a
very interesting collection of large and ancient plate engravings
of the Holy Sepulchre and other buildings in the Holy Land;
also from George Godwin, Esq., relative to Masons’ Marks.
Several names of members clected by the Council were then
submitted, and that concluded the preliminary business of the
meeting.

Bro. Jumes Glaisher, in introducing Bro. W. Bosant to the
meeting, and calling upon him to read his paper, expressed the
great interest that he, in common with all intellectual men and
true Freemasons, felt in the researches now going on under the
direction of Bro. Licut. ¢. Warren, in and about the Holy
City, and after calling attention to some of the more important
points to be considered in councetion with the resuits which had
been obtained through the instrumentality of the Palestine
Exploration Fund, Mr. Besant read his paper as follows :—

The Ercavalions at Jerusalein.

The introduction of this subject among those discussed by the
Masonie Archeological Institute needs no apology on the ground
of its fitness for the consideration of the Cratt. Independently
of the strong Masonic interest attaching to all connceted with
the city of Solomon and the temple of his erection, the special
importance of these works has been recognised by so many
chapters and lodges, that some genoral account of them is due
to the brethren, and the Archmological Tustitute is by far the
fittest channel by which this account can be con:municated. I
propose in this paper to deal with the works in some detail, but
without reference to any special Masonie interest that they may
possess. It would ill become me, in the presence of so many dis-
tinguished brethren, to do morve than afford the materials for
their own historic speculations; and I stand, so to speak, as an
interpreter for our able brother Lieut. Warren, of the shafts and
excavations, the diagrams of which are now presented before
you.

I must premise a few words on the orvigin of these works. The
society which is well known to most of you under its name of the
Palestine Exploration Fund, has among its various objects none
50 much at heart as the examination of buried Jerusalem and
the settlement by o simple appeal to facts of the controversies
which have vexed the world for so many years on the position
of its sacred sites. Not that this society bas undertaken this
work in any partisan spirit, or with any iden of establishing this
or that theory. A suflicient guarantee to the contrary is cstab-
lished by the mere list of names on our committee. Among
other numes it is sufliient to mention those of the Earl Zetland,
Dean Stanley, Mr. Hepworth Dixon, My, Tristram, Mr. Gilbert
Scott, Mr. Grove, Mr. Layard, Professor Rawlinson, Mr. Fer-
gusson, and M. George Williams, A committee composed of
theso men, some of them representatives of different views, all
of them distinguished for active interest in Palestine, could not
be suspeetod of partiality or leaning to this or that theory. This
committeo it was which about two years ago sent out Licutenant
Warren—whe, I may mention here, is himself Past Muster of a
Masonic lodge and P.Z. of 1 Royal Arch chapter—with instrue-
tions as special as the delicacy of the task entrusted to bim, and
as the importance of the issues atstake permitted, Stated cene-
rallly his instructions were to keep as wear us possible to the
sacved avea of the Temple, cutside, but not within, where e was
permitted by a vizierinl letter to dig. It is my object to show
you to night in what way he has fultilled his instructions. DPer-
haps a word or two on the principal points disputed may serve
to interest some who may not have followed the questioss raised
by previous routes. There are, to omit minor differcnces, two
chicf combatants, two principal sides of the controversy. The
Rev. Greorge Williams, who may Dbe considered as the repre-
sentative ot one side, and Mr, Fergusson as that of the other.
I nm not going to suy a word about the respective merits of
their arguments, or of those of their supporters. \With them I
have here nothing to do. It will be enough to state their

respective positions.

These are as follows. It you will refer to the small map of
:Tl erusalem in your hands, you will find the space marked

Moriah,” or « Haram,” shaded in diffevent portions to repre-
sent the loealities of sacred buildings. The small round site in
the centre is the  Kubbet es sakhruab,” or Dome of the Rocl,

the traditional site of the altar. Here, according to the tradi-
tions of a thousand years, stood the threshing place of Araunah.
On this spot was the altar of Solomon and that of Herod ;
round this, and on the platform in which this mosque is builg,
was the Temple itself This is Mr. Williams’ view. Now,
carrying your eye to the west you observe on the map the church
called that of the Holy Sepulchre. The site is hallowed, if not
by its being over the Sepulchre itself, at least by the prayers of
a thousand years, and the reverence with which tradition has so
long regarded it, 'This, says Mr. Williams, ¢s the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre. Tradition could not err in a matter so impor-
tant, and the building which belongs to the three churches—
the Greek, the Latin, and the Armenian—is not in name only,
but in fact, the church over the Sepulchre of our Lord.

My, Fergusson’s view on the contrary, is that the Temple did
not stand in the centre of the Haram Area at all; that it was
in the south-west corner, that corner where buildings stand at
this day; that the so-called Church of the Holy Sepulchre
stands in a site where the Christians, after the capture of the
city by the Mahometars, built a chureh commemorating their
old church in the real site ; and that this real site is that actually
occupied by the Dome of the Rock. You will see that these
two views admit of no reconciliation, no shading off of oneinto
the other ; they are diametrically opposed; the partizans of
the one side have no common ground at all with the partisans.
of the other. It is, perhaps, permitted to me here to observe
that Mr. Williams’ arguments are a defence of the ideas and
traditions of ail Christendom, and that Mr. Fergusson’s view is
entively a modern one which, whatever its other merits, fails in
commanding the same respect as his antagonist’s time-honoured
position. It was known by the occasional and partial exeava-~
tions that had been made from time to time, that the modern
surface of Jerusalem is a great deal higher than the former, and
that the present city stauds on the délris of the ancient. The
same thing may, of courso, be said of every ancient town ; below
the pavement of modern London workmen come on the pave-
ments of Roman Tondon, and the dust and ruins of so many
ages might well he supposed to be deep in Jerusalem. - No one,
however, was, I think, fully prepared for the real depth of this
débris.  Lieut. Warren’s shafts penetrate through a mass of
rubbish consisting of stone chippings and ruins, in which ave
scattered about foundations of houses, modern cisterns, and
modern drains, for fifty, sixty, seventy, or eighty feet before
arriving at the solid rock. Of course it may be uwrged that we
shouldl have to sink perhaps an equally deep shatt in London to
reach rock, but it must be remembered that Jerusalem was
built on a rock. The foundations of the Temple were laid in
the rock itself-and the walls opening from the rock. These
shafts are like slender pipes pierced through this rubbish. Their
sides are supported by gallery frames, and the adventurous
visitor has to be lowered by o rope.  In the process of sinking
them, some few, bub very few, objects of interest have been
found. These consist of Iragments of pottery, Jamps, pieces of
carved work, sling-stonés, and so forth, specimens of which are
laid on the table before you. But, which is a point of great
interest, nothing hias been found in the shape of tools or weapons
not « single spear head, not the blade of a knife, or the hilt of o
sword, or the point of aa arrow, hus been turned up. A few
nails, a few coins of not much value, and things like those on
the table, are all that has hitherto rewarded Lieut. Warren’s
researches.  He does nob dig to find coins, but it is most
curious thut in all the rubbish be has turned over nothing should
havd been found of importance. One seal of undoubted antiguity,
perhaps of Muecabean dabe, perhaps even earlier, has Dbeen
chanced upou, bub the present result of the excavations has in
this respeet been ost disappointing, and there is nothing to
make him believe that in whatever direction he turns his shafts
and gulleries, anything will be discovered in this rubbish ot
greater importunee than has hitherto been found.  Only we must
remember that the work is not as 1 et allowed to be earried on
within the Haram, What seerets may lic biried beneath the avea
of the ancient temple—what trecasures may be hidden in those
unkuown vaults, we do not know. DPerbaps it is reserved for a
future explorer to extend \Warren’s researches within this same
precinet, perhaps permission may yet be accorded him to dig
Licre,

Remember, therefore, that these shafts of his, of which I am
fo speak, are mere slender pipes, as I have said, passed through
the rubbish. They are three to four feet square. At the hottom
the worl has to be conducted by candle-light; on great occa~
sions, and whon strong light is wanted, the magnesium wire is
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lit. - The actnal digging is done by fellahin. The overseers are
Lieutenant Warren himself, Serjeant Birtles (his second), and
four non-commissioned officers of the Royal Enginecrs. Every-
thing is traced, drawn, and an account of it sent home; and,
when a shaft is abandoned, it is not till either circumstances
have rendered it impossible to keep it open—such, for instance,
as native opposition—or till it has shown itself completely ex-
hansted.

1 cannot find time to take you through the shaftsn detail,
but must content myself with reviewing the history of some of
the more important of these.

At the south-west corner of the Haram Ares, and on the
western side, is a projecting picce of masonry, which Dr. Robin-
son, some 25 years ago, pronounced to be the spring of an arch.
The former existence of this arch has been maintained by some
and denied by others. Lieutenant Warren has completely
«cleared away all doubt about the matter by discovering the
stounes of the old arch themselves, and the opposite pier of tle
archstill in sifu, only buried heneath the rubbish. The diagram
shows you the actual results of his work. This requires a little
explanaticn.  You will therefore remark that the present sur-
face of the ground is 40ft. above the old level of the rock on
which the pier is built, and GOf. above the rock which lay under
the arch itself. The fullen voussoirs of the arch, formed by
Warren, lie upon a pavement. On digging through this pave-
ment 20ft. lower down was found the rock again, extending
-under the whole space of the arch (41ft.) to the foundations of
the wall.  But in the middle of the rock was found a canal, cub
12ft. deep and 6ft. wide, over which was lying also a stone of an
arch.  The inference, therefore, is clearly that an arch stood
here which was destroyed ; that débris began to fill up the
\-':Llley and to cover the stones; that a pavement was laid down
to hide these ruins, and the arch was rebuilé; that, at a sub-
sequent siege, this areh also was destroyed ; that more ruins
and débris piled themselves up, each year adding something, till
the very memory of the stones had perished; and it was lefs for
an Englishman to wrench from the rnins the seerets of the time
gone by, Tt is further conjectured that this arch was not the
last of a series of equally magnificent arches, extending across
the valley between Morial and Zion ; but that it was the arch
acrass the Tyropoeon valtey which led from Zion to the Temple;
that a ramp, or sloping road, ran up to the level of this arch
from Mount Zion. The arch itself—small in comparison with
some of the efforts of wodern engineering—was a worthy
pendant to the great wall of the Temple with its span of 40f.
andits height of 60ft. .

Higher up the same well—the west—there is a certain arch
origivally discovered by Dr. Barclay, and subsequently explained
by Lieutenant Warren. It is hidden wunderground, and is
difficult of access.  Curiousto discover a1l that could be heard of
this arch, Licutenant Warren sank o shatt down the wall.
The discoveries that he made are of the highest importance.
They are however so difficult to esplain that I again refer to
‘Warrens own words :—

“Itis a most difficult place to deseribe fov those who have not
seen i, for many who went through it couid hawdly understand
it. The best way I can think of describing it is by attempting
o build it up from the beginning, as far as can be judged from
existing remains,

At some early period—I will leave those learned in history
to d=termine the date—there appears to have existed, near the
present causeway, some important buildings by the Haram Wall,
bug no communication with the Haram ab its present level:
rvhen it was arranged to connect Mount Zion with Mount
Moriah, these buildings appear to have been arched over from
wall to wall, and then again arch upon arch wus buils until
a sufficient height was obtained to give a sloping road from
Zion to Moriah, at a height of 120 feet over the lowest part of
the valley. At first this causeway was apparently ouly 20 fect
wide, and fresh houses seem to have heen built on ecither side.
At some later period it was found necessary to widen the
causeway, by adding another on the nether side, of a similar
width, and again the old houses appear to have been built over,
which may account for the different spaces of the arches
running side by side. The causeway was thus about 40 feet
wide, and reached to within 42 feet of the Haram Wall; the
intervening space being bridged over by one handsome arch,
which still exists, and is generally called Captain Wilson’s.

“ As time rolled on, it seems that this upper causeway was
insufficient, and a secret passage was made south of the
<auseway, and alongside of it; this passage is about 12 feet

wide and 14 feet high. It has a fine arch turned over if, and
appears o have been uscd for bringing troops from the west of
the city to the Temple: the lower part of it may also have been
used for conveying water to the Teraple. To the south of this
passage other vaults exist, in one of which is a Masouic column,
to which I, not being a Royal Arch Mason, am not able further
to refer; nor would it be proper in this meeting to enter more
fully into detail respecting what it is believed to be. The street
from the Jaffa Gate now passes over this passage, and the houses
are built over the vaults on cither side. Some suppose that this
passage ied from Herod’s Paluce to the Temple: however—
whatever it may have been—it is very necessary that we should
find oub whence it comes, as it appears to be in connection with
the first. wall of Jerusalem, though whether it comes from the
Jaffa Gate, or the north-west angle of the ciby, is yet to he
discovered.

Let us now turn to the south wall. This wall, of which a
diagram is before you, must have been, when its whole surface
was exposed, a stupendous piece of masonry. It is now 1,000
feet long ; it was formerly probably at least 200 feet high in its
highest position. , You will observe from the diagram two points
of interest. Tirst the way in which the wall was built across
the valley, and secondly the fact that the masonry is uniformly
the same from the lowest point to where the modern masonry
begins. It is needless to say that this is very inferior, the stones
being smaller, of irvegular size, and not so well put together.
The chief points of intevest conunested with this wall are, besides
the foundations and lie of the vock, the three gates known as
the Huldab, or double gate, the Triple Gate, and the Single Gate.
Into the varions points connected with these I have no time to
enter. Let me read you, however, anaccount which Lientenant
Warren gives of the discovery of a passage—only a small cnl-
vert—at the very lowest point of the valley :—

“On Friday, having arrived at a depta of 79 feet, the men
were breaking up a stone at the hottom of the shaft. Suddenly
the ground gave way, down went the stone and the hammer, the
men barely saving themselves. They at once rushed up and told
the serjeant they had found the bottomless pit. I went downe to
the spot and examined it, and in order that you may hav an
idea of the extent of our work, I will give you a deseription of
our (lescent.

“The shaft mouth is on the south side of the Haram Wall, near
the south-west angle, among the prickly pears; beside it, to the
east, lying agaiust the Haram Wall, is a large mass of rubbish
that has been brought up; while over the mouth itselfis a trian-
gular gin with iron wheel attached, with guy for running up the
excavated soil.  Looking down the shaft, one sees that it is lined
for the first 20 feet with frames 4 ft. G in. in the clear; further
down, the Haram Wall and soil cut through is scen, and a man
standing at what appears to be the bottom. An order is given
to this man, who repeats it, and then faintly, is heard a sepul-
chral voice answering as it were from another world. Reaching
down to the man who is visible is a 34-feet rope-ladder, and, on
descending by it, one tinds he is standing on a ledge which the
ladder does not touch by four feet, This ledge is the top of a
wall running north and svuth and abutting on the Haram Wall;
its east face just cuts the centre of the shaft, which has to be
canted off about two feet towards the east, just wheve some large,
loose stones jut out in the most disagreeable manuer. Here five
more frames have been fixed to keep these stones steady. On
peering down from this ledge, one sees the Haram Wall with
its projecting courses until they are Jost in the darkness below,
observing, also, at the same time that two sides of the shaft
are cut through the soil and ave self-supporting. Now to
descend this second drop the Iadder is again required ; accordingly,
having told the man ab bottom to get under cover, it is lowered
to the ledge, from whenee it is found that it does not reach to
the bottom by several feet. It is therefore lowered the required
distance, and one lus to reach it by climbing down haud over
hand for about twelve feet. On passing along, one notes the
marvellous joints of the Haram Wall stones, and also, probably,
gets o few blows oun skull and knuckes from falling pebbles,
Just on reaching the bottom, one recollects there is still a pit of
unknewn depth to be explored, and cautionsly straddles across
it.  Then can be seen that one course in the Haram Wall, near
the bottom, is quite smooth all over, the stone being finely
dressed, all other conrses being only well dressed round the
drafts; one ‘also sees two stout boards lying against the Harawm
Wall, under which the men retire whenever an accidental
shower of stones renders their position dangerous. One is now
at a depth of 70 feet from the surfuice, and from here we com-
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mence the exploring of the ‘Dottomless pit’ After dropping a
rope down, we found that it was only six feet deep, though it
looked black enough for anything. Climbing down, we found
ourselves in a passage running south from the Haram Area, four
feet high by two feet wide, and we explored this passage. It is
of rough rubble masonry, with flat stones at top similar to the
aqueduct from Triple Gate, hub not so carefully constructed.
The floor and sides are very wuddy, as if water gathers there
during the raiuy reason.

“If at omce struck me that it was one of the overflow agque-
ducts from the Temple of Solomon, and that there might be a
water aqueduct underneath; we scrambled along for a long
way on our fect, our skulls and spines coming in unhappy
countact with the passage roof; after about 200(t. we found
that the mud reached higher up, and we bad to erawl by means
of clbows and toes; gradually the passage got more and filled
up and our badics could barely squeeze through, and there did
not appear sufficient air to support us for auy length of time,
so that having advanced 400 ft,, we commenced 2 difficult retro-
grade movement, havins to get back half-way before we could
turn our heads ronnd. Onarriving at the mouth of the passage
underneath the shaft, we spent some time in examining the
sides, but thero is no appearnnce of its huving come under the
Haram Wall. It seems to start suddenly, aund T can only sup-
pose it to have been the examining-passage over an agqueduct
coming from the Temwple. and I am baving the floor taken up
to settle the question. This passage is on a level with the
foundations of the Haram Wall, which ave rough hewn stones—
perhaps rocks—I cannot tell yet. The bottom is the enovmous
distance of 85 ft. below the surface of the ground, aud as far as
I can see as yet, the wall at the south-west angle must be buried
for 95 fi. under ground, so that it must at one time have
risen to the height of 180 {t. above the Tyropean Gully.

On the east corner abuts the Wall of Ophel, to which I shall
return immediately. Iollow now the line of the wall across the
Kedron. The western bank of this valley is buried under 80ft.
of rubbish. By driving a gallery along the rock from the point
where it crops up, Lieutenant Warren ascertained the very re-
markable fact that the ancient bed of the river was formerly
40tt. deeper than the modern bed, and 90ft. to the west of it.
At the lowest point he found a masonry wall, which proves at
least this fact, that the river ran there since the days when men
began to build the city, at least therefore as early as the time
of David; and, since no date can be assigned to the work, pro-
bably much later. There is, I believe, no other instance on
record where the ruius causerd by successive sieges have effected
so great a chunge in the bed of a river. Of cowrse we musp
remember that the Kedron is now only a saall brook, dry during
part of the year.

Leaving the south wsll, we come next to tho Hill of Ophel.
A wall was built on the hill of Ophel by King Jotham, and
reference is often made to it in the Bible and in the history of
Josephsus. There is no reason to disbelieve that the wall dis-
covered by Licutenant Warren is actually the same wall, or at
least that it stands on the same site. I read his own description
of the wall:— .

¢ Excavations south of the Maram wall have Dbeen going on
since February last, prineipally in search of the Ophel wall, To
describe the result at each shaft would only confuse the aceount,
it may therefore suflice to say that shatts 31, 33, 37, 43, 44, 45,
46, and 47 are all in the connection with the }ine of wall which
is now found to extend as fur as 7001t, from the first tower in a
south-westerly direction along the east rige of Ophel.

“The wall appears to be nearly in a straight line south-wess of
first tower, it is from 12 $o L4ft. thick, and 1ts foundations, on
the rock, slope from 22921 at 8. angle to 2275 at the most
southerly point we have yet opencd it out. There are portions
of the wall which have not yet heen traced (shown on the plan
No. 20), but it can hardly be doubted that it is the same wall
throughout.

“Two more towers have been discovered, ealled at present Nos,
2and 3. No.2 isat an interval of 310ft. from the first tower, pro-
Jjects 6fb. 3in. and is 22fc. long.  No. 3 is atan interval of 0%it.
from No. 2, projects Gfo. Gin, and is 28ft. long, It is probable
that we may find another tower hetween the first. Nos. 2 and
3 will then become respectively Nos. 3 and 4,

“ A sbriking peenliarity about this wall is that for 20fi. on an
average above the rock it is of rough rubble of moderate dimen-
stons, then there is a plinth of well-cub stones,  The plinth sets
m illlbout 6in, and on it is the first well-dressed course of the
wall,

“ As the plinth is in many places only a few feet below the
surface of the ground, the wall above it is naturally only a few
courses in height. In some cases there is only one course, in
some four or tive. These vary from 1ft. 9in. to 2fe. 6. in
height, the length of the stones averaging 2ft. to 4ft. Many of
the stones are polished, and that generally at the angles of the
towers, reminding one of the ¢ polished corners of the Temple.”
It is, however, to be remarked that in the south wall of
Jerusalem polished stones are to be met with in a few places, and
indeed the Ophel wall in many respects bears a striking sesem-
blance to the present south wall of Jerusalem,

“'I'he stones in the south wall arve probably not ¢n situ ; nor, T
think, aro those of the Oplel wall, that is to say, they
appear to be stones used in the building of o previous wall.

“There i3 n point to which I would draw attention. 'The
plinth is about 20ft. above the rock, and the infereunce to be
drawn is that up to the plinth the wall was covered from view.
Now, the wall stands on the edge of the east ridge of Ophel, the
rack sloping down sseeply to the Kedron, sd that in order that
these 20ft. of foundations may have been covered it is necessary
that there should have been an outer wall which would retain
the earth up to the height of the plinth.

“ At No. 2 tower we have found at the plinth level the top of
a tower projecting 16tt. beyoud No. 2. The sbones arve of a
Iarge description, having a marginal draft or bevel; the stone
within the draft being rongh hewn, similar to some in the Haram
wall. The stones of this extra tower are from 2 to 3fc. in height,
and 4 to 8't. long ; the fuce of the tower is 20ft, It has been
examined to & depth of 25ft.. that is, 5ft. below the rock founda-
tion of the Ophel wall, and it is uf one deseription through-
out.

At the S.E. angles of this extra tower we have found another
wall going down towards the Kedron, it is 19f%. Jong and then
takes a turn to the 8.3V, Wae have not yet followed it farther.
It has been examined t9 2 depth of nearly 40ft. The stones are
well-dressed asblar; in size about 1ft. Gin. to 2ft. high, and 2!¢.
to 8ft. long. An isometric projection of the extra tower and
the projecting wall is enclosed. It can be scen that if the débris
were to be shovelled into the valley there would still be o scarped
wall for Ophel of from 40 to 60fc. in height, which is only
dwarfed by the stupendous height of the Haram wall along
side.

“The method of exposing these walls is very slow and {edious..
We can only get at them by mining; and to examine a wall
501t. high by mining it is necessary to have several shafts and
galleries. We can at best get but an outline of what there is,
leaving the parts of more exceeding intevest to be minutely
examined subsequently. We are still ab work at these Ophel
walls and towers.

“ No. 2 tower was dizcovered in May under the superintendence
of Dr. Chaplin.”

(To be Continued)

METROPOLITAN.

Roysn Yorxk Lopar OF PersEVERANCE (No. 7).—This lodge
met on Wednesday, the 10th inst.  Bro. H. V. Crassweller, the:
W.M. presided, supported by Bros. Margetts, 8.W. ; Smith, J.W.;
Chappel, 1.D.; Green, 1.G.; J. Hervey, P.AL and G. Sec. ; Pratt,
Murton, P.3L%s, and others. There was no festival business {o-
be performed and the brethren adjourned to the fostival banquet
of the Bnys’ School, it having been arranged at the previous
meeting of the lodge to do so.

Kixg’s ArMs LopeE (No. 28).—A meeting of this Jodze
was held on the 22nd inst., at the Freemasons’ Hall, Great
Queen-street.  The lodge was opened in due form, and the
minutes of the last meeting rend and confirmed. In accordance
with a notice of motion by Bro. J. ¢t. Marsh, P.M,, as to the
removal of this lodge, the sume was adjoarned to the next meet-
ing, in the absence, throngh illness, of the scconder of sueh
notice. There being no osher business before the lodge, the
same was closed in due form with solemn prayer, and the
Brethren adjourned to the banqueting hall, The usual Joyal
and Muasonic toasts were given. and some excellent harmony
was rendered by Bros. Farqubarson, Miller, Smith, and several
others, the brethren separated at an early hour.

Tur Grooy Loper (No, 49.)—On  Thursday last the
18th inst., the members of this well-known metropolitan
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Lodge, met at the Guildhall Tavern, Gresham-street, at 4 P.M.
They were presided over by their W.M. Bro. W- A, Tharp,
assisted by his principal officers, Bros. J. Miles, S.W.; E. H.
Tipton, J.W.; and the assistant officers Bros. A. D. Peacock,
S.D.; S. Smith, J.D.; . Venn, LG. The treasurer Bro. W.
Monnery, P.M., and the able and indefatigable secretary Bro.
J. H. Cox, P.M., were also at their posts. The stewards were
Bro. A. Williams, Bro. T. Cargill.  As this was the penultimate
meeting of the lodge for the season, there was no work on hand,
—a rare occurrence with the Gilhonites. The lodge was opened
up consecutively to the sublime degree, the lecture on the
lodge board recited by Bro. Henry Muggeridge, P.M. This
practice of having a “section” worked when there is time to
permit of it, cannot be too much commended. It gives the
novitiate, and in fact many old masons, an insight into the
$ruly hidden mysteries of our ancient and honourable Institution.
It teaches them that Masonry dees nob consist of & mere parrot-
like gallop throughi the ceremonial routine of the three degrees,
and that the mere possession of a P.M. jewel does not in any
sense really constitute & brother a AMlasler in the Craft. The
section of the lodge board was given by Bro. Muggeridge in a
manner, that fully brought howe to his audience, the peculiar
solemnity and pathos of the objects of the sublime degree. What
rendered the delivery of the oration still more impressive, was
that the orator felt and believed in the great moral truths he
was enunciating to the brethren. Bro. Muggeridge having
vesumed his seat, some unimportant motions were mooted,
discussed by Bros. Lacy, P.M,, Linom. P.M., Monnery, P.M,,
Cox, P.M., A. Wilkiams, and T. Cargill, stewards, The
lodge was then resumed to the first degree. A sum of £5 was
granted from the lodge funds for the benefit of the Tyler,
Bro. Longstaff, who bad the misfortunc to fracture the small
bone of his leg while attending his duties at another lodge.
It is to be hoped that this example will be followed by other
Jodges to which Bro. Longstaff acted in the capacity of Tyler,
so that he may be able to support himself and famnily until he
is able to resume his duties. The visitors present were Bros.
V. Pendred, Moira, 92, W, Wrenn, P.},, Victoria, 1056, J. B,
Munriel, Britannie, 33, B. Smith, Cadogan, 142, H. Mandelkam,
ditto ditto; J. B. Yeoman, Panmure, 715. Amongst the
members present were Bros. J. Hillwell, P.3M., Waterwith, P.M.,
N. Mills, T.D.M., Wolff, Roach, Steib, Baker, Newington, Lane,
Keighley, &e. After a pleasant evening, the brethren separated
at an early hour.

St. GroreE's LopaE (No. 140).—This lodge held its usual
monthly meeting on the 10th inst.,, at the Trafalgar Hotel,
Greenwich, the W.M. Bro. Pook, was in his chair punctually,
supported by his officers. The lodge having been opened, and
the minutes read and confirmed, the only business to be trans-
acted, the raising of a brother, was then gone through, the
ceremony being most impressively rendered. It was unanimously
agreed that there should be one or two summer meetings, the
first to take place on the 11th June, at Bro. Rdgingtons, Royal
Standard, Blackheath. Some minor business having been got
through, the lodge was closed, and the brethren adjonrned to the
banquet,

CaxoNeURY Loper (No. 657).—A meeting of this lodge took
place at Haxell’s Hotel, Strand, on the 11th inst. Bro. Roberts
the W.M., in the ehair. The only business consisted of ane
initiation, which ceremony was performed by the much respected
treasurer. The lodge was then closed, and the usual good han-
«uet followed.

Rovarn ArFrED Loner (780).—This excellent working lodge
met on Friday, the 19th inst,, as an emergency, instead of the
" 26th inst., that date Deing Good Friday, at the Star and Garter,
Kew Bridge, Bro. Samuel May ocupying the chair. The lodge
being opened in due form, and the minutes of the last
regular lodge and the emergeney of Nov. last having been read
and confirmed, the W.3. raised Bros. Brown, and C. N. Abbott,
Bros. J. I&. Wood and L. F. Chapny having answered the neces-
sary questions in a satisfactory manner retived, and on their
return to the lodge were passed to the second degree. A ballot
having been taken for the admission of Messrs. W. I, Thaclker,
T. Burford, J. Tarling, and W. R. Alleroft, which being unani-
mously in their favour, they were duly initiated in the Order by
the W.M. in a very solemn and impressive manner, Bro. A, V.
Box being proposed as a joining member, was balloted for and
admitted. The brethren sat down toa very smnptuons hanqguet.
After the usual loyal and Masonic toasts, that of the W.M, was
reponded £o by him in his usual eloquent manner; in fact Bro.

S. May’s working and presiding arve too well known to require
any special comment. The harmony on this occasion descrves
especial notice. DBro. Gough played a capital seleetion on the
violin; Bro. Reeves sang a comic song that received great ap-
plause ; Bros. Burford and Willson contributing to the harmony
with a very excellent accompaniment by Bro. Gough. The
brethren atter spendiug a delightful afternoon returned to
town.

PROVINCIAL.

DURHAM.

HarT1EPOOL. — Sf. Helen's Lodge (No. 531).—A lodge of
emergency and Master’s lodge was beld at the Masonic Hall,
Regent-square, on Thursday, the 18th inst., when there were pre-
sent Bros. T. Forbes, W.M., Emra Holmes, LP.M.; Jas. Groves,
J.P., P.Prov.8,G.D. ; Simpson Arnstrong, P.M.; W. J. Sive-
wright® P.M.; J. J. Avmstrong, S.W.; . R. Ropner, J.W.; E.
Alexander, Sec., &c., &c. The lodge having been opened in
ancient form and with solemn prayer, Bros. King, Pearson, and
Atley, who were candidates for the second degree] were examined
and enbrusted, and retiring for preparation the lodge was raised
to the second degree.  On their re-admission, they were severally
passed to the degree of Fellow Craft. It was resolved, on the
motion of Bro. S. Armstrong, P.M., that £3 3s. shonld be voted
from the funds of the lodge towards the Zetland Testimonial
Fuud. Private subseriptions amongst the members were also
collected towards the same object. There was an animated dis-
cussion as to subseribing towards the restoration of the church
of 3t. Hildss, the grand old parish ehurch of Hartlepool (founded
by the de Brus family ciree. 1120 A.D), and on the motion of Rro.
Groves, P.), scconded by Bro. Emya Holmes, LP.M., the sum
of £10 10s. was gencrously voted towards that noble object.
Two years ago the nave and aisles of the venerable collegiate
church were restored at o cost of £2,500, and it is stated that
the restoration and enlargement of the chancel will cost at least
£1,500, towards which sum nearly £900 has been already sub-
seribed, A worthy object, and worthy of the support of the
descendants of the builders of a noble edifice. No other
business being before the lodge, it was closed, and the brethren
retived for refreshment.

LSSEX.

CorcnrstER.— United Lodge (No. 697).~—An emergency mect-
ing of this lodge took place at the Royal Hotel on the 22nd ult.
Present,—Bros. Newman, W.M.; Rix, 8.W.; Bigley, J.W.;
Geo. H. Ray, Sec. ; Calthorpe, Eustace, Richardson, Coast, Kain,
Buckwell, Middleton, Smith, Everett. The lodge heing opened
in the first degree, and the summons convening the meeting read,
Colour-Serjeant Craig was proposed us a fit and proper person for
initiation, The ballot heing taken, which proved unanimous,
he was afterwards initiated, and signed and received a copy of
the bye-laws of the lodge, and then retired. The lodge was then
opened in the second degree and afterwards in the tiird, when
the questions appertaining to that degree were put round for the
information of the brethren. The lodge was then closed to
second, and afterwards to first degree, when Bro. Ridley kindly
gave a lecbure on the tracing board. The W.AL then put round
the questions appertaining to the first degree, and nothing fur-
ther having been oftered for the good of Freemnsonry in general,
or the lodge in particular, it was closed in peace, harmony, and
brotherly love,

Corcuester.— Uiited Lodge (697).~~The regular mecting of
this lodge was held at the George Hotel. Present,—Bros. New-
man, WAL ; Rix, W, pro ¢em.; J. S. Smith, J.W., pro fem. H
Geo. M. Ray, Sec.; Calthorpe, $.D.; RBustace, J.D.; Middleton,
Coast, Kain, Richardson, Buekwell, Kinloch, Curry, Gill.
Visitors,—C. Saunders, No. 64, Killwinning, Canada; C. O. G.
Becker, 3.D., Angel, 51 (P.M.). The lodge was opened in due
form in first degree, and the summons convening the meeting
as also the emergency was read. A report was read stating the
Board of General purposes had inguired into the character of
Bro. Baxter and found it satistictory. The ballot was then
taken for Bro. Baxter and proved wnanimous, The brethren
next proceeded to the election of the W.M. for the cnsuing
year, and the W.M, was for the second time elected to fill the
chaiv,  Bro. Rix was elected Treasurer, and Bro. Witten, Tyler.
The questions appertaining to the first degree were then put to
Bro. Kinloch prior to heing passed to second degree, which being



March 27,8600 FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

2587

satisfactorily answered, he vetired to prepare himself to he
raised to that degree. The lodge was then opened in second de-
gree, and the questions appertaining to it were put to Bro. Curry
prior to his being passed to third degree, and being satisfactorily
answered, he retired to prepare himself to be raised to that de-
gree. The lodge was then opened in third degree, and Bro.
Curry was raised to the sublime degree; the lodge was then
closed to second degree, and Bro. Kinloch was passed to degree
of Fellow Craft. Bro. Sydney Smith kindly gave a lecture on
the tracing board in second degree. Troposed by Bro. Ray,
seconded by Bro. Newman, W.M., that Bro. Chas. Saunders,
No. 64 Kilwinning, be received as a joining member. Proposed
by Bro. Gill, seconded by Bro. Newman, that Colour-serjeant
Woodland might be allowed to enfer his name as » candidate for
initiation. The lodge was then closed to first degree, and no-
thing further having been offered for the good of Freemasonry
in general, it was closed in peace, harmony, and brotherly love.
The brethren afterwards sab down to a substantial supper, vnd
retired at an early hour.

LEICESTERSHIRE.

LEICESTER.—St. John's Lodge (No. 279).—An emorgency
meeting of this lodge was held at Freemasons’ Hall, Hallord-
street, on Monday, 15th, when there were preseni,—Bros. W.
Kelly, W.M. and D.P.GLM,, in the chair; W. Pettifor, H.
Kinder. and Dr. Buck, P.M’s, and P. Prov. GWW.'s; W. Weare,
P.M. and P. Prov. G.D. and Trens.; Stanley, 8.W.; Stretton,
P. Prov. (. Reg., J.W.; Crow, Sec.; Adlard, Burnhawm, Hart,
Ride, Palmer, J. Wright, Smith, and J. Ii. Montague Finch.
Visitors :—Bros. J. ¥. Klein, .G, Steward, and P.M., No, 21,
London ; A. M. Dulf, W.AM. 523, and P.G.J.D.; Toller, S.W.;
Buzzard, J.W.; DPartridge, Mace, Wardle, Richardson, J.
Harris, Challis, and Elgood, of 523, and C. Bembridge, Tyler.
Tho mecting was summoned to ballot for, and to initiate three
candidates, and to receive propositions. The lodge having been
opened in the first degree, the ballot, on being taken, resulted in
the unanimous clection of George Pearce, Iisq., ALD. and
Messrs. Henry Thomas Porter, and Henry Tarratt, all of
Leicester, and they were severally initiated into our mysteries.
On the conclusion of the ceremony, the W.M. delivered the
lecture on the tracing board of the degree, and the charge on
initiation. A gentleman was then proposed as a candidate for
admission into the Order, and the lodge was then closed, and
the brethren adjourned to refreshment. In proposing the health
of the novitiates the W.M. dilated at some length on the an-
tiquity, the moral teachings, and the universality of Tree-
masonry, and after that < antique song,” the * Entered Appren-
tice,” had been sung by Bro. Bithray. P.Prov, G.Org, Bro. Dr.
Pearce responded, stating that he had been agreeably surprised
and greatly interested at the solemn nature of the ceremony
which he bad gone through and at all he had heard and wit-
dessed on the occasion, and expressed his intention of becoming
2 zealous student of the Order. Bro. Crow delighted the brethren
by his beautifol pexformance on the piano of “ The Tast Rose of
Summer ” with variations, nor should the excellent singing of
several other brethren he omitted to be noticed,

Lercester.—Jokn of Gaunt Lodge (No. 523).—A monthly
meeting of this lodge was held at the Freemasons’ Hall, on
Thursday, the 18th inst., the W.M. Bro. A. M. Duff, P 166,
and P.J.G.D., in the chair. There were also present the follow-
ing brethren : —W, Kelly, P.M., and D.P.GM.; Brewin, P.M,,
and P.Prov. 8.G.W.; Toller, $.W. ; Buuzard, J.W.; Sculthorpe,
Sec. ; Sargeant, 8.D.; Bithray, P. Prov. ¢ Org. as J.D.; Chas.
Johnson, P.AL, P. Prov. S.G.W. Jersey, and P.G. Org. ; Wardle,
1.G.; G. B. ‘Atkins, Steward; M. H. Lewin, and W, H. Lewin,
Visitors : Bros. Hart and Palmer, No. 279, and W. Rat-
cliffe Bryan, 1,007. The lodge having been opened in the fivst
degree, the minutes of the last lodge were read and confirmed.
Bro. W. R. Bryan being a candidute for the second degree was
duly examined as to his proficiency in the first degree, and hav-
ing passed a satistactory examination retired, when I, C.’slodge
was opened, and he was passed thereto. On the conclusion of
the ceremony, the W.AL. gave the lecture on the tracing hourd
of the degree. A brother was due for the third degree, but not
being in attendance, the lodge was closed to the first degree.
Some financial business was discussed, and arrangements made
for the work (the first lecture) to be done at the April meeting
of the Lodge of Instruction conneeted with this lodge, and
No. 279. The lodge was then closed, and the brethren ad-
Journed to refreshment,

ROYAL ARCH.

METROPOLITAN.

RoperT Burys COAPTER (No. 25).—A regular meeting of this
chapter was held on the 22nd inst., at the Frecmasons’ Tavern.
The chapter being opened in ancient form, the companions were
admitted, and the minutes of the last meeting read and con-
firmed. A board of P.Z)s having been formed, Comp. Nicholls
was then installed as the M.E.Z, Comp. J. Codner as H., W.
Goodyer as J., Lyon P.Z. Seribe E.,, Harrison P.Z. Treas. . The
ceremony of installation heing very ably rendered, Comp. John
Hemmings the LP.Z. was then called before the chapter, and
received from the hands of the M.J.Z. the P.Z.’s jewel, with an
highly complimentary speech from the M.B.Z., as a mark of
esteem for his many excellent qualities during his past year of
office. There being no other business before the chapter the
same was closed in ancient form, and the brethren adjourned to
an excellent banquet. The loyal and royal arch toasts were
given and responded to, in o manner worthy of this distin-
guished old chapter, demonstrating that Comp. Nicholls the
newly M.E.Z. will prove a great acquisition to the chapter, and
that the companions under his able presidency may look for-
ward for a very prosperous year. There were several visitors:
including Comps. De Grey, P.Z. 13; C. Hosgood, M.E.Z. 1,056,
and J. Swmith, 1,050.

METROPOLITAN CHAPTER,—Brett Testimonial.—A numerous
meeting of the members of this chapter met on Tuesday last ab
the George Hotel, Aldermanbury, to form a committee on behalf
of the above-named testimonial—when some forty or fitty names
were added to thab committee, the Sveasurer being our most
excellent Comp. Buss, and Little as Hon. Sec. It is gratifying
to the Comps. at large to hear from Comp. Buss the announce-
ment that the subscriptions are being handed in liberally by
the members, and that the names of the subseribers will be
published in the FrREEMASONS MaGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.
As a proof of the many good qualitics of Comp. Brett, we may
observe that the most expert Royal Arch Masons are indebted to
this worthy Cowp. for their knowledge of Royal Arch and
Craft Musonry.

INSTRUCTION.

MouUNT Si¥Al CHAPTER OF INSTRUCTION. — A meeting of
this chapter was held at Mrs. Adams’, Air-street, Regent-street,
W., on Saturday, the 20th inst,, the principal chairs being filled
by Comps. C. Hosgoed, M.E.Z.; Nicholls, H.; G. Swmith, J.; J.
Brett, P.S.; and Cottebrune, S.E. 'The ceremony of instal-
lation having been worked by the Comps,, Comp. J. Brett then
worked the third and fourth sections, assisted by the
Comps. A wish was expressed that Comp. J. Brett should,
on Saturday now next ensuing, work the Royal Arch
jewel, and explain the hanners, to which Comp. Brett, with his
usual aftability, consented. Comp. J. G. Marsh was then
balloted for as a joining member, such ballot being in his
favour. :

LANCASHIRE (WEST).

LANCASTER.— Consecration of the Rowley Chapter, No. 1,051,
—The Rowley lodge, although it has been established but a very
few years, has already carned foritself a weil merited reputation,
and holds a high position ammongst the lodges of the province of
West Lancashire. We have now to record the formation and
consecration of a Royal Arch chapter attached to this lodge. The
ceremony of consecrabion took place on Mondsy last, the 15th
March, at the Masonic Rooms, Athenaum, Lancaster, and by
the appointment of the ALI. Prov. Grand Supt. was condueted
by Ex. Comp. A. C. Mott, of Liverpool, P.M.P.Z,, 248, Prov.
G.8.B,, who occupied the chair of 7., assisted by Lx. Comp.
Buasher, P.M. P.%, 129, as H.,and Ex. Comp. Kearns, P.AM.P.Z,
241, as J. There were also present Ex. Comp. R. Wilson,
J., 241; also present Comps. J. W. DBaker, 241; J. C.
Baker, 241 ; T, Weleh, 241; J. L. Whimpray, Johm Bell, 129,
and the Companions of the new chapter, viz.,, Comps. Dr, Moore,
W. . Bagnall, T. Mason, W, Hall, Dr. Mercer, and W. Barker.
The chapter Liaving been opened and the Companions assembled,
Comp. Mott, as M.E.Z., called upon Comp. Moove, the acting
Scribe E., to state the wishes of the Companions and the pro-
ceedings they had taken with respect to the chapter, also to read
the petition and the warrant. The Companions of the new
chapter then, at the request of the M.B.Z, signified their ap-
proval of the officers named in the warrant to preside over the
chapter, and’ Comp. Kearns, in a very adirable mamner, de-
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livered the oration. The ceremony of consecraticn was then pro-
ceeded with, the principals designate carrying the corn, wing,
and oil ; Comp. Welch presiding at the organ. Immediately after
the ceremony of consecration, Comp. Mot proceeded to instal
the principals as follows :—Comp. J. Daniel Moore, P.M., 1051,
Prov. G. Supt. of Wks., ns M.E.Z.; Comp. W. H. Bagunall, P.M,,
281, as H.; and Comp. T. Mason, W.M,, 1051, as J.; and the
following officers were appointed and invested :—Comp. IHall,
Scribe E.; Comp. Whitle, Scribe N.; Comp. Dr. Mercer, P.8.;
add Comp. W. Barker, as Treas. The ALE.Z. then proposed a
vote of thanks to Excellent Companion Mott for his services as
conseerating and installing officer, and to Comp. Busher, Kearns,
‘Wilson, and others who had rendercd such valnable assistance at
the ceremony. The M.E.Z. then proposed as honorary members
of the Rowley chapter, Bx. Comp. Mott, P.Z., 241, Prov. G.8.B. ;
Ex. Com. Busher, P.Z., 129; Jx. Comp. W. Bramwell Smith,
P.Z, 74; and Ex, Comp. Bowes, P.Z, 129, all of whom had
rendered a greab service in the formation of the chapter;
and asjoining members Comyp, J. T. Whimpray, late of 350 Lan-
caster, and Comp. John Bell, of 129. e also proposed as can-
didates for exaltation:—DBros. J. M. Moore, 1051 ; F. Dean,
P.M., 281; W. Storey, P.M., 281; Joseph Ifenton, P.M., 281 ;
Edward Storey, W.M., 281; and by dispensation as serving
companion, Bro. Richard Taylor, 281. 'There heing no other
business before the chapter, it was closed in due form,

MARK MASONRY.
HAMPSHIRE,.

HavANT.—Carnarvon Lodge of Mark Masters (No. 62).—
The annual installation meeting of this lodge was held on
Tuesday, the 16th inst. The lodge was opened at six o’clock
p.m., by Bro. Purnell, Assist. G. Dir. of Cers., the W.MM,, who
afterwards resigned his chair to Bro. Binckes, G. See. Fowr
candidates were introduced into the lodge, and were advanced to
the degree of Maark Master Mason by Bro. Binckes, assisted by
Bro. Trigg, S.W, and Bro. Purnell, acting as J.W. The
feature of the evening then took place. Bro. Figg, who lhad
been unanimously elected as W.M. for the ensuing year, was
presented for installation, and he was accordingly installed in
ancient form by Bro. Binckes, after which ceremony the usual
salutations took place. The .M. appointed and invested his
officers, and tho odge was shortly afterwards closed, not, how-
ever, before a vote of thanks to Bro. Binckes for his kind
attendance, had been unanimously passed. The brethren then
sat down toa banquet well provided by Bro. Simpson, and
upon the removal of the cloth, loyal and Masonic toasts were
given and beartily veceived. The present makes the third
occasion on which Bro. Binckes has attended to instal the
W.M, and great thanks are due to him for undertaking on
this account a fatigning journey, and the resulting loss of time.

ITASQONIC FESTIVITIES.

GLASGOW.
CarepoNIay Ramway Lover (No. 854).

‘< Let Glasgow flourish,” 8¢, Mungo said,
As low he bent his reverend head.”

And well has Glasgow flourished, and of all the vene-
rable institutions therein, none at present are wmore
fourishing than the one which a successor of old St.
Mungo first introduced into Scotland, and which, with
Glasgow as its virgin fountain, freely flowed o'er Scotia’s
soil—viz., Masenry.  And of the many prosperous
Masonic lodges (lodges now Deing the speculative
development from the old operative fraternities) in the
Glasgow province none are in a more flourishing con-
dition than No 854, which held its annual festival in
the Prince of ‘Wales’ Hall on the 19th inst.

The large hall was beautifully decorated with flags,
emblematic banners, and evergreens. Bro, W. J.
Hamilton, R.W.M., presided, and on the platform were
Bros. J. E. Wilson, P.M.; W. R. Thomson, D.3.; Dr.
K. F. Paterson, S M.; D. R. Spiers, S.W.; J. Crichton
J.W.; A. A. Carmichael, Treas.; P. Sanderson, Sec.;

W. Smith, P.G.8.; R. Livingstone, RW.M. Star, 219;
J Kerr, S.W. Lodge of Harmony, Belfast; R. Allan, J.
Goodfeliow, D. Campbell, and A. Randolph, 3bis. The
platform was also graced by the presence of a large
number of Iadies. After tea had been served,

The chairman said: It is with unqualified pleasure
that I find myself called upon to preside at a'meeting
where intelligence and heauty ave so abundantly vepre-
sented. The addition we' have got to our numbers to-
night in the persons of our lady friends not only lends
enchantment to the view, but I can see that it also
awakens feelings of morve than friendship in some, and
profound respect and admiration in all. Ladies, itis a
custom we have among Masons to “hail” a brother
when he comes to visit us. I cannot salute you in
Masonic form. I can, however, address you, aud bid
you welcome, and, in the name of this lodge, I now do
so. While congratulating ourselves on the presence
amongst us of so many of our fair friends, we must not
forget ancther cause of rejoicing—I refer to the pros-
perity of our lodge. In the annals of Masonry it1s, as
I know, without precedent. In members almost half a
thousand men, who, for intelligence and solid genuine-
worth in all the relatious of life, and for enthusiasm in
Masonry, will bear favourable comparison with any lodge
in the kingdom. Brethren, while admitting the intellec-
tual ability and moral worth of the members of this
lodge, I must say the knowledge of Masonry evinced by
them is due altogether to the ability of the late officers,
whose attention to their duties were unremitting, and in
anything tending to promote the efficiency of this lodge
they knew no weariness. Courteous in their intercourse
with the members, and ready to communicate instruc-
tion to them, they exhibited an example worthy of all
praise, and proved themselves workmen that need not be:
ashamed. Temperance, fortitude, pradence, and jusbice
have distinguished them, and the propriety and dignity of
their deportment have made them an honour to the fraber-
nity. I trust the lodge will continue to maintain the high
position it now proudly holds. The days of set speech
makicg are fast dying out, and even, if endowed with
powers of rhetoric equal to the task, it would be out of
place on this occasion to trespass npon your time with an
address framed on thejorthodox plan from exordinm to pe-
roration, but ratherivould I strive to emulate the brifliant
display of fervid eloguence which many amongst us en-
joyed the melancholy gratification of listening to when
paying our last tribute of vespect to the memory of one
whose seal in the cause of Masonry, whose noble virtues,
and whose exalted position evoked such sentiments of
sincere esteem as will remain a lasting record to keep
his memory green in the present and fubure generations
of our Craft. So much, and to the purpose, was uttered
by the gifted orator in euiogising the rare merits of our
lamented P.G.AL that words of mine would he but feeble
echoes of an able voice; therefore, from the regretful
past to the more immediate purpose of the present mo-
ment, permit o0 invite your attention to the programme
provided for your approval, heartily wishing for ull pre-
sent the happy enjoyment of a pleasant evening’s enter-
tainment.

An excellent musical programme was gone through
during the evening, the artistes being the Misses A, and
J. Blair, and Brothers J. B. Clarke, J. Houston, W. Dun-
shee, M. Mann, and W. H. Porter. Bro. A.A. Smith
presided at the piano.

Durviug the first interval the worthy P.M. Bro. James
C. Wilson, was presented by the chairman, in name of
the lodge, with a handsome silver tea and coffee service,
a P.M.’s masonic jewel, and an emblematical jewel, as a
token of the bigh esteem in which he was held by the
brethren. Bro. Wilson in reply said—I have had the
pleasure of attending many meetings, but never felt so
overcome as now in my feelings. Since I joined my
lodge I have felt that Masonry was a thing whick 1f
carried out tended to make a man better; there is also
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the intellectual pleasure to be derived from the study
of our beautiful ritual and ceremonies. THitherto my
time has been principally taken up in thelr practical
working, but now I stall have more time as your P.M. to
study their history and hidden wmeaning. In giving
me this very handsome token of your esteem, which it
shall be my pride to hand down to my children, T fecel
that I do not deserve it for what I have done, but I sup-
pose you give it for what you still expect me to do.
However, I shall always highly value it as the expres-
sion of your fraternal kindness. A word now to the
ladies; they believe our meetings are social but not in-
tellectual, that is a mistake, and your influence I am
afraid causes many of our members to absent themselves
oftener than they otherwise would, and the consequence
is when they do come up, we find they have got so rusty,
that they have forgot all they had previously learned,
and we have therefore to teach them over again, which
of course causes our meetings to be prolonged more than
they otherwise would be.

This happy social gathering was closed with a grand
ball. Altogether the re-union went off in the best possible
manner,

Ghituary,

THE LATE W. BRO. HENRY PULAMAN.

" W. Bro. Henry Pulman, who died at Teheran (Persia),
on Fecb. 3rd, aged thirty-five vears, was one of the
earliest members of the Oriental Todge of Constanti-
nople, the first lodge established in the empire of Turkey
He was initiated into Masonry in that lodge in 1857, and
afterwards proved himself one of the most active and
zealons of its members. His natural talent and quick
discernment in no small measure contributed to render
Lim a most efficient otficer. He held successively in his
mother lodge the offices of I.G, 8.D. J.W., W.IM,
Secretary, aud Treasurer, and on leaving the chair was
presented with a Past Master’s jewel. He was one of
the fonaders of the Buhwer Lodge (No. 891), Constanti-
nople, P. Prov. J.G:\W. Turkey, founder and first M.E.Z.
of the Oriental R.A. Chapter, 687, Constantinople;
founder and first D.W.S. of the Leeson Chapter, Rose
Croly, Constantinople; Alark MM, Malta; a Knight
Templar (Meletia Encampment, Malta), and member 30°.
On his departure from Coustantinople in 1864, the mem-
bers of the Oriental Lodae, at a farewell banquet given
in his honour, and to testify their affectionate regard, as
also to mark their appreciation of the many services ren-
dered by him to the canseof Masonry in Turkey, presented
him with a handsome piece of plate. Bro. Pulman was
a most indefatigable member of the Order- His exer-
tions to further the interest of Masonry and secure its
welfare were unceasing; distance, expense, the sacrifice
of personal comfort, were no obstacles to him; his
charity was most liberal and his integrity most strict.
So anxious was he upon these points, that on leaving for
a distant land, whence he was destired never to return
be anticipated his subscriptions to the Oriental Lodge
and the two Chapters to which he belonged by paying
them to December, 1870. By his death the Order has
lost a zealous supporter, the brethren a kind brother and
steadfast friend—a loss felt and regretted by a large
circle of friends and brethren. e was an affectionate
husband, and o kind father. The deceased has left a
widow and four young children to mourn a loss to them
irreparable. The writer of this, as the first W.M. of the
Oriental Lodge, had the honour of initiating Bro.
Puolman into Masonry, and of afterwards co-operating
with him in many of his efforts for the good cause, and
13 therefore anxious that this tribute should be paid to
the memory of such a worthy brother, faithful com-
panion, and true friend. ’ '

CHESHIRE EDUCATIONAL MASONIC INSTI-
- TCUTION.

Ou Monday, the 15th inst., a general committee of the
Clieshire Bdncational Masonic Institution was held ab
tae rooms of the Mersey Liodge (No. 477), No. 1, Hamil-
ton-square. Bivkenhead, to veceive the reports and
accounts for the past yeav, and for the prpose of con-
sidering seven applications for children to be placed on
the foundation, and for the advancement in Jife of two
youths, the sons of deceased Masous, who have been
educated throngh the instrumentalisy of this institution.
Bro. J. Woodceock, W.AL of the De Tabley Liodge, No.
941, Knutsford, presided, and amongss the other brethren
present were :—DBros. J. P. Platt, Prov. J.G.W. Cheshire;
E. G. Willoughby, P. Prov. J.G.W. Cheshire; J. A.
Birch, W.M. 1,045; B. Cooper, W.L. 361: 5. W. Wilkin-
son, W.M. 322; Richard Ackevley, J.W. 477; Bdward
Harboard, S.-W. 477; J. B. Hignett, P.)M. 537; R. W.
Worrall, :W.M. 721; .J. Lorby, 537; S. Spratley, M.D.,
P.M. 537; A. Buck, W.M. 758; T. XK. Stevenson, P.M.
537; 'I. B. Hignets, J.W. 537; . Plats, P. Prov. J.G.D.
Cheshire; W. Rigby, P. Prov. G. Purst. Cheshive; Joseph
Brattan, Prov. G. Suapt. of Works Cheshire; J. H.
Johastone, Sec. 477; C. P. Nosworthy, Sec. 537 ; and
Robert Gracie, W.A. 477. The accounts show that the
year commenced with a balance of £139 1s. 8d. brought
forward from 1867, and that the total income, including
this balance, was £454 J5<. 7d. 'T'welve children had
been educated as a cost of £66 9s. 6d.; £240 had been
funded during the year; and there is a balance of cash
in hand at the end of the year of £36 14s. Afier investi-
gation five of the seven applications for educational
erants were acceded to; and substantial sums were voted
for the advancement in life of two children who have
finished their edncation and are about to be apprenticed.
The existing grants to childven at present on the founda-
tion were renewed for twelve months. Fhe bulk of the
children were present, and their intellizent and cleanly
appearance and cheerful demeanour was a source of
unmixed satisfaction to the committee. The renort of
committee to the court of governors was read and
adopted. It appeared that the institution now possessed
over £1,000, of funded property, bearing intercst at £5
per cent.  ‘Lhe report made a strong appeal to the Free-
masouns of the province for further aid, and concluded by
a feeling allusion fo the death of Lady de Tabley, the
wife of the R.W. the Prov. G.M. for Cheshire, who had
always taken the warmest interest in the welfare of the
institution, and the Masouic bedy in gencral. The pro-
ceedings terminated ‘with a vote of thaulks to the chair-
man, to Bro. Willoughby, the Treasurer, and to Bros. J.
P. Platt and J. B. Hignett, the Hon. Secretaries.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

LYCEUM THEATRE.

The new play of Life for Life, by Westland Marston,
Esq., to judge by the crowded audiences and repeated
plandets it receives every night of its representation is
a genuine success., Miss Neilson’s conception of the
part is true to mabure in every scene. Mr. Herman
Vezin’s acting was perfect. Bro. G. Jordan (in the cha-
racter of Roderick) did full justice to a very difficult
character; he looked and acted the part to perfection.
Miss Minnie Sidney and Mr. Charles Coghlan are great
acquisitions to the company. The scenery by the Messrs. .
Brew is very beautiful, and the dresses by Bro. 8. May
gives him great credit. Bro,B.T. Smith deserves great
praise for the manner it is placed on the stage. At the
end of each act all the characters were called before the
curtain to receive the enthusiastic plaudits they so well
deserved.
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NEW QUEEN'S THEATRE.

Bro. J. F. Toole took his benefit at the above theatre
on Friday last. So many persons were unable to gain
admission, it was announced that all tickets would be
available on the following night. On that occasion the
theatre was crowded in every part. Bro. Toole received
a perfect ovation.

On Baster Monday Bro. J. F. Toole has been engaged
by Bro. J. Douglas at the Royal Standard Theatre, to
perform several of his favourite characters, assisted by
Messrs. H. Irving, Lionel Brough, and 3Miss Maria
Simpson, late of the Strand St. James’s Theatre. The
prices will be as usual.

MEETINGS OF THE LEARNED SOCIETIES.

WEDNESDAY, 31st March.—Society of Arts at S.

LIST OF LODGE, &, MEETINGS FOR WEEK
ENDING 3rp APRIL, 1869.

(Abbreviations.—F.M.H., Freemasons’  Hall; JM.H., Masonic
Hall; Tav., Tavern; Ho., Hotel; R, Rooms; L., Lodge; St.,
Street ; 8q., Square.)

METROPOLITAN.

Sunday, Mareh 28¢h.
LopeE oF INSTRUCTION. — Joppa, Rose and Crown, Fort-st.,
Union-st., Bishopsgate.

Monday, Harch 29¢h

LopeEs.—Pythagorean, Lecture Hall, Greenwich ; British Oak,
Bank of Iriendship Tav., DBauneroft Place, Mile-cad
——Lobaes or INSTRUCTION, — Union Waterloo (for
M.M.), King’s Arms, Woohwvich; Prosperity, White Hart,
Bishopsgate-st; Temple, Old George, Sbt. Mary Axe;
Justice, Royal Albert, New Cross-road, Deptford; Old
Concord, Turk’s Head, Motcombe-st., Belgrave-sq. ; Sincerity,
Cheshire Cheese, Crutched Friavs; St. James’s Union, Swan
Tav., Mount-st., Grosvenor-sq. ; Industry, Dick’s Coffee House,
Pleet-st. ; Salishury, 71, Deun-st., Soho; Camden, Adelaide
Tav., Haverstock Hill; Westbourne, Running Horse, Duke-
sk, Grosvenor-sq.; Crystal Palace, City Arms Tayv., West-sq.,
Soutbwark ; High Cross, White Hart Ho., Tottenham ;
Tower Hamlet Enginecrs, Duke of Clarence, Commercial-
road, East.

Tuesday, March 30th.

Lopges—Taith, Anderton’s Ho., TFleet-st. —— LODGES oOF
IxnstrUCTION. —Strong Man, White Horse, Little Britain ;
Pythagorean, Trince of Orange, Greenwich; TFaith,
Albert  Arws, Victoria -st.,  Westminster ; Domatie,
Palmerston Arms, Grosvenor-park, Camberwell; Jordan,
Alwyne Castle, Canonbury ; Ruphrates, White Hart
Tav., Bishopsgate-st. ; Yarborough, Green Dragen, Stepney ;
British Oak, Silver Lion Tav., Pennyfield, Poplar; Dalhousie;
Royal Edward, Triangle, Hackney ; City of London, Shepherd
and Floek Tav., Bell Alley, Moorgate-st; Royal Albert, White
Hart Tav., Abchurch-lane; New Wandsworth, ¥.3L. Ho., New
‘Wandsworth. CITAPTERS oF IXSTRUCTION,— Robert Burns,
Sussex Stores, Upper St, Martiw’s-lane; Mount Sion, White
Hart Tav,, Bishopsgate-st; Metropolitan, George Ho., Alder-
manbury.

Wednesdwy, March 31st.
LongE, — Temperance - in - east, Private Assembly Ro., 6,

Newby Place, Poplar.——Lopers o0F INSTRGOTION.—
Eastern Star, Royal Ho., Burdett-street, Mile End-
rd.; Confidence, Sugar Loaf, Great St. Helens; United

Strength, Bull and Gate, Kentish Town; Prince Irederick
William, Knights of St. Johw’s Tav., St. John’s Wood ; New
Concord, Rosemary Branch Tav., Hoxton ; St. Mark’s, Mawhy
Arms, Mawby-st,, 8. Lambeth; Peckham, Rdinboro’ Castle
Tav., Peckham Rye; Temperance in the Eust, George the
Fourth, Catherine-st.,, Poplar.

i
H

Thwrsday, April, st
LopeEs.~—Egyptian, Andertons’ Ho., Fleet-st.; Strong Man,
FAH.; Good Report, Radley’s Ho.,, Bridge-st., Biackfrxarg ;
Lion and Lamb, City Terminus Ho.,, Cannon-st. ; Tonic, Ship
and Twrtle, Leadenhall-st. ; St. Andrews’, F.M.H.; Yarborough.
Green Dragon, Stepney ; Crystal Palace, Sydenbham ;
Victoria Rifles, I.M.H. ; Bxcelsior, Sydney Arms Ho.,
Lewisham ; Perfect Ashlar, Gregorian Arms Tav,, Jamaieca-rd.,
Bermondsey. Lopgrs or Insrrucrion.—Fidelity, York-
shive Grey, London-stveet, Fitsroy-square; Ken, Duke
of York, Borough-rd., Sonthwaik; Globe, No. 10, Old Bond-
st., \WW.; United Mariners, Three Cranes, Mile-endad.; Vi-
truvian, White Hart, College-st., Lambeth ; St. George's (for
M.3L), Globe Tav., Royal-hill, Greenwich ; St. John’s, Holly-
bush Tav., Hampstead; Manchester, Berkeley Arms, John-
st., Berkeley-sq.; Tranguillity, Sugar Loaf Tav, G6, St.
Helen’s, St. Mary Axe; Merchant Navy, Jamaica Tav., West
Indin Dock-rd., Poplar; Whittington, Thatcbed Hounse Tav.,
9, Red Lion-st.; Royal Oak. Royal Oak Tav., Deptford ; City
of London, Shepherd and Flock Tav., Bell-alley, Moorgate-st.

Triday, dpril 2nd.
Lonars.—Florence Nightingale, M.J., Woolwich; Hornsey,

Andertorn’s Ho., Fleet-st.; St. James’s, Leather Market Tav.,
Bermondsey.——LoDGES 0F INstrRUCTION.—Robert Burns,
Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st, ; St. Lulke’s, Pier Ho., Chelsea;
Temperance, Victoria Tav., Vietoria-rd,, Deptford ; Stability,
Guildhall Tav., 33, Gresham-st.; Union’s (Emulation Lo. of
Improvement for M., T.M.H.; United Pilgrims, Horn’s
Tav,, Kennington; Wellington, Lord Duncan Tav., Broadway,
Deptford; Belgrave, Hand and Racquet, Whitcomb-st., Lei-
coster-sq.; St. James’s, Gregorian Arms, Jamaica-row, I'Zer-
mondsey; Lily, Greyhound Ho., Richmond ; Ranelagh, Wind-
sor- Castle, King-st., Hammersmith: Dorie, Three Cranes,
Mile End-rd. ; Rose of Denmark, White Hart, Barnes, Surrey ;
AMetropolitan Lo. of Instruction, George Ho., Aldermanbury.
——CmarveErs. — Fidelity, London Tav, Bishopsgate-st.,
British, .M. ; Prince of Wales, Willis’s Ro.; St. James’s,
igh Crosz, Railway Ho., Northumberland-pk., Tottenham.

Saturday, April Srd.

LopeEes.—St. Thomas’s, Radley’s Ho., Bridge-st.,, Blackfriars ;
Leigl, P.M.H.——LonGE oF [xsTrRUCTION.—Perey, Thatched
Ho., Red Lion-st., Holborn.——Craprer.—Rose of Den-
mark, White Hart, Barnes.

SCOTLAND.

Epixnuren.—Thurs., April 1. Lodges: St. Andrew, FALH. 5
St. James’s, Writer's-court, Fyi, Lodge : Celtic, Ship Ho.
Chapter: Cannongate, Kilwinning; St. Johu’s Chapel, St.
John-st, GLASGOW, — Thurs.,, Lodge: St. Andrew’s, J.
Ray’s, Castle-st. ; Commercial, 18, Croy-pl.  Fri., St. Mungo,.
213, Buchanan-st.; Shamrock and Thistle, 15, Main-st.,
Bridgeton; Clyde, 170, Buchanan-st,

IRELAND.

DusriN.—Mon., March 29, Lodges: No. 153, F.ALH.  Tues.,
No. 6, FEM.H. Thurs., Grand Lodge. BeLFAST—XMon.,
April 1. Lodges: Weir's, Davis-st.  Thurs, Harmony, Ma,
Ro. LoxDONDERRY AXD DoxEean.—3on., March 29 :
Prov. G. Lodge. Zhurs, April 1. Ledges : Inch, M.H,,
Kernaghan, Inch; Kilkenny, Kilkenny; Fri, Kilrea, Co.
Kerry ; Commercial, M.H., 2. Strand-rd,, Londonderry,
| This information is extracted from the “ Universal Masonic

Calendar,” and brethren who may detect any inaccuracies are
respectfully requested to communicte the same to the Editor.]

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

All Communications to be nddressed to 19, Salisbury-
_ street, Strand, W.C.

Dxa1x0,—Your communication will appear next weel.

C. 8. (Constantinople).—You -will observe that your report
appears in this issue.

ExcELsior (Wolverhampton).— We are obliged for the hint, and
shall act with caution for the futare.

J. X. (Glossop-road, Sheflield).—We refer you to Bro, Lawries®
“ History of Freemasonry,” by perusing it you will have your
query fully answered.




