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LONDON, SATURDAY, JULY 8, 1871,

THE FREEMASONS.

(From the Daily News, July 5th.)

A striking constrast between Freemasonry, as
it is known in Great Britain, and Freemasonry as
it is regarded in some Continental countries, was
furnished by yesterday’s ¢ Court Circular.”

The installation of the Prince of Wales as Wor-
shipful Master of the Alpha Lodge of Freemasons
wag recorded therein, and one more iestimony
given of the complete harmony which prevails
between the constitutional government and the
tenets of the craft.

It is the boast of Freemasons that their Order
stands alone, and nothing offends a zealous brother
more deeply than to affect to regard the Craft as
an organisation of similar character to theForesters
:and Odd Fellows. That which is the boast, and
the laudable boast, of the two latter bodies, Free-
masons repudiate with disdain ; “ We are not an
insurance office. We are not self-seeking. Higher
motives than mere wordly prudence govern us.
No one is admitted into our ranks who does not
declare himself uninfluenced by mercenary or
other unworthy motives”’—such is the outspoken
creed of the brotherhood, of which the Prince of
Wales is a ruler,

Those members of the general public who
believe Freemasonry to be in, any sense, a benefit
society,might listen with advantage to the debates
of the Grand Liodge, which is presided over by the

Marquis of Ripon as Grand Master, and attended
by the leading members of the Craft.

Grand Lodge, it may be explained, is the par-
liament of Freemasonry, and holds four regular.
meetings in each year. It is composed of Free-
masons who have attained, by services rendered,
and the suffrages of their brethren, a certain
defined position in private lodges to which they
belong, and who meet and deliberate as represen-
sentatives of the Order at home and abroad.
Grand Lodge is, then, a strictly constitutional
body, with a sway which extends over the four
quarters of the globe. At Simla and at New
Brunswick ; at Shanghae, Bardadoes, the Cape of
Good Hope, Tasmania, and Australasia, are Free-
masons’ lodges, which are worked under the Grand
Lodge of England, and the members of which are
guided and governed by its decrees.

The debates of Grand Lodge are published in
the Masonic organs of opinion, and if is certain
that the doctrine it lays down has considerable
influence for good or evil on the mind and temper
of the Craft. ,

It occasionally happens that discussion arises
concerning the recommendations made by the
various boards and sub-commiftees, and when a
proposed grant of money to a distressed brother
is the text, no doctrine is laid down more forcibly
than that Masonic work and Masonic honours can
not be held to purchase a right to relief,

The brethren are frequently warned against
encouraging men to neglect their business for the
acquisition of Masonic rank, and few things would
astonish an outsider more than the gravity and
importance with which the distinctions of Free-
masonry are invested by their possessms and theil
aspirants.

What is termed * the purple” of the Order, in
allusion to the hue of the insignia worn by those
who have attained ib, represents the IMasonic
peerage, and its holders are recognised as leaders
wherever Masons congregate.

The Alpha Lodge, of which the Prince of
Wales has just been made Master, is composed
exclusively of wearers of the purple—in other
words, of o selected number of the Past and Present
Grand Officers of the Order, and, unlike every
other Masonic Lodge, its members are nominated,
not elected. No mnew blood is brought into the
Alpha Lodge, save by the special intervention of
the Grand Master, who nominates the brother he
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wishes to bring in, such nomination being equiva-
lent to a2 Royal command.

Lodges, it may be explained, are congregations
of Freemasons formed into separate clubs, who
make their own bye-laws, ballot for new mewmbers,
and elect their own chiefs. Some of these have
special privileges, dating from remote periods, or
due to the fact of exalted Freemasons—Royal
Grand Masters or what not—having belonged to
them.

The first time the Prince of Wales visited
a private lodge in this country was on the occasion
of the Centenary Festival of the Jerusalem Lodge,
a few months ago, when he won golden opinions
from the Freemasons present when he formally
announced his intention of making himself a
“ working” brother, and when he was, with the
Earl of Carnarvon, made an honorary member
of that lodge.

Freemasons, it may be remarked, rarely enter
into particulars concerning the nature of “the
work” to which they devote so much labour and
time, but concurrent testimony proves it to be of
an arduous character, and men are found who
declare it to exact as much care and attention as
the acquisition of several languages.

What all the world can understand are the
charities of the Order, by means of which a vast
number of boys and girls are educated, fed, and
clothed, with as close and careful supervision as is
attainable by parents in any class of society, and
which are looked after and ruled by honorary
committees with a watchful energy which it is im-
possible to praise too highly.

At Wood Green is the Freemasons’ Boys’
School, an establishment which is well worth a
journey to see; for while in every detail by which
the health and comfort of the lads are secured, it may
challenge comparison with the best public schools
in the country ; its system of tuition is so care-
fully adapted to the individual characteristics and

talents, that the annual examinations yield the .

most flattering results.  One of the prizes given
here every year is unique in character, and is
bestowed by the boys themselves. The lad who
is most popular among his school-fellows receives
‘a. handsome medal, such medal being voted by the
boys, and awarded irrespective of scholastic pro-
ficiency or the good word ofthe master.

The Freemasons Girls School, on Wandsworth-
common, is another establishment by which the
craft may be content to be judged; while the
Asylum for Aged Freemasons and their Widows
is what its names indicates, and confers great
benefits upon the indigent and old. This is
nearly all that the most persevering inquirer can
learn respecting Freemasonry, as it flourishes in
Fogland. .

Some important alterations have been made
recently in the rules of the two first institutions,
by means of which they will be more closely
identified with the Order than before; but it is a
little remarkable that the fruits of Freemasonry
resolve themselves, so far as the outer world is
concerned; into" two excellent schools and a set of
almhouses.

If the student turns to the various Masonic
publications, he will find elaborate controversies
upon abtruse subjects. “ Our Ancient Brethren.”
their sayings and doings, are constantly referred
to, and notes and queries of an antiquarian and
archaeological characber abound. A. week rarely
passes without familiar reference to King Solo-
mon’s Temple ; while Knights of Malta, Knights
Templar, Supreme Grand Councils, Mark Master,
Rites of Misraim, and a host of other fantastic
titles give rise to correspondence, controversy,
and leading articles. For Freemasonry has
branches and degrees which are not * recognised,’
but which yet include many of its leading autho~
rities in their ranks.

If there could be a form of dissent which the
Established Church, as such, ignored, but in
which many of the bench of Bishops held
offices of honour, concurrently with their episco-
copal rank, it would furnish au exact parallel to
some of the anomalies in English Freemasonry.

The Prince of Wales, for example, is a Past
Grand Master and a Masonic Knight 'Templar ;
yet the degree of Knights Templar is not “recog-
nised ;”’ the Barl of Carnarvon is Deputy Grand
Master, and Past Grand Master of the Mark
Degree, yet the Mark Degres is nob “ recog-
nised ; 7 thongh no man can be member of either
Order who is not first a Freemason proper.

What is called Mark Masonry furnishes perhaps
the most curious anomaly of all, for while in Scot-
land and Ireland it is held to be an essential por-



sy & 18n  FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

23

tion of Freemasonry, in England it has a separate
jurisdiction and a separate Grand Lodge.

One result is separate forms of charity, and the
annual festival of the Mark Benevolent Fund,
which is to be held in a private room at the
Crystal Palaco on the 28th of this month, is an
illustration of the varied forms in which the in-
stitution appeals to the kindly impulses of the
initiated.

MUSIC IN MASONRY.

Music has always been esteemed a Masonic
science. From the era of the earliest Ancient
Mysteries, which were the cradle of Freemasonry,
down to to-day, its culture has never ceased to be
inculcated in the Craft. Among the Pythago-
reans, the study of Geometry was taught to be
the first step to wisdom, while the second was the
study of Music. We have followed this order of the
liberal Arts and Sciences patronised by Masonry ;
" recently we treated of Geometry, and now we have
the more pleasurable duty of drawing the attention
of brethren to the witcheries of Music.

The world is full of music; there is nothing at
once so divine and so universal that has survived
the glorious Eden days. Every breeze is winged
with melody; every tree is Nature’s lyre; the
valleys are the pipes, and the hills the stops of the
grandest organ that ever discoursed sweeb sounds.
And while inanimate nature thus, in its myriad
shapes, furnishes an orchestra that man; with his
instraumental devices, only- strives to copy and
never can rival, the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse has peopled every grove, vale, and summit
with feathery songsters, which, catching up the
spirit of universal melody, cause “ Music and her
sister Song >’ to encircle the whole earth. Bub
the witchery does not cease here; ib spreads its
magic to other globes.

How beautifal, poetical, and sublime, was that
conception of the ancients of the * Music of the
Spheres ;”’ in other words that the whole universe
of worldsis swimming through space in one celes-
tial harmony, and that this ineffable chorus of the
spheres, swelling from age to age, comes up to the
ear of Him who “sits in unspeakable majesty,
hidden from mortal eyes by the golden drapery of

innumerable suns and stars.”” It is at once & wis
and beautiful arrangement for Freemasonry to call
the attention of brethren receiving the second
degree, to the divine science of Music, for, as Dr.
Mackey observes, as the concord of sweet sounds
gives birth to generous sentiments in the soul, so
should the concord of good feeling reign in the
craft, throngh the union of friendship with
brotherly love, and soothe every breath of passion,
thereby developing universal harmony.

. The origin of Music is hidden in mystery. The
first muention we find of it in the Bible, is when
Jubal, the sixth descendant from Cain, is called
“ the father of all who handle the harp and organ.”
There is a fanciful ancient narrative that bestows
the honour of its parentage in Egypt on Thrice
Tllustrious Mercury (we judge, from his title, he
must have been one of those *  high degree”
fellows). The story runs thus: The Nile, after
having overflowed the whole country, when it
returned to its natural bed, left on the land a
great number of dead animals, and among the
rest a tortoise. . The sun having thoroughly
dried it, nothing was left within its shell but
nerves and cartilages, which, being braced and
contracted by dessication, were rendered sonorous.
Mercury walking along the banks of the river,
chanced to strike his foot against the shell of this
tortoise. He was delighted with the sound it
produced, and upon reflection conceived the idea
of a lyre, which instrument he afterwards con-
structed in the form of a tortoise, stringing it
with dried sinews of dead animals. Whatever
the origin of music, it is undoubtedly a natural
gift to the human family, and the man who has no
music in his soul, is justly described by the poet
as “fit for treason, strategem and spoils.” One
of the first enjoyments of the mother is to warble
in her infant’s ear the notes of melody ; and it at
once catches the inspiration, and in response,
sings its little song of angelic sweetness and
purity. Art has never developed a more tuneful
or perfect antiphonal, than that in which a mother
and her babe are the sole choristers.

‘We can scarcely conceive of the numerous im-
portant and solemn purposes for the furtherance
of which music was anciently used. The mys-
terious answers of the Oracles were delivered in
song ; laws were originally sung, and prayers
were chanted. In the early days, doubtless this was
done in order the more readily to attract the
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attention of the people, and more firmly to insti]
the formulee of prophecy, law and faith info the
. popular mind and heart. Some of the Fathers
positively affirm that the music of the Christians
drew many CGentiles into the Church. Among
- the Greeks, neither tragedy, comedy, nor oration,
wag delivered without being accompanied by
music, so that even impassioned elocution was
considered impotent without either musical into-
nation or instrumental accompaniment. To these
striking particulars we ought to add the cure of
Saul. The first Book of Samuel informs us that
“when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul,
David took the harp, and played with his hand :
St. Saunl was refreshed and was well, and the evil
spirit departed from him.” We know that even
in our day music sets the spirits in motion,and we
should not be surprised, therefore, that this evil
one, by the same means, was driven oub of Saul.
King David, the “ sweet Psalmist of Israel,”” was
an enthusiastic lover of the harp, and ever had
around him a great corps of musicians ; and as in
Egypt the profession of Music was hereditary, so
among the Israelites, musicians were all of one
family—that of Levi—which was exclusively con-
secrated to the service of God, and the cultivation
of music. In the reign of our first Grand Master,
King Solomon, Hebrew music attained its highest
perfection, when it formed a part of the Temple
worship, and must have been participated in by
those who wrought on the House of the Lord.
What was Masonic then, must be Masonic now;
and when we, in addition, consider that Music is
one of the liberal arts, especially patronised by
the Craft; that ib formed an essential part of the
ancient mysteries from which Freemasonry took
its origin; that the Church of God incorporates
it into ibs solemn services; we cannob conceive of
any valid ground of objection to its introduction
as an accompaniment to the work of any Masonic
Lodge. Tt is no innovation, bub in consonance
with all the teachings and the spirit of Free-
masonry. We hope to see the time when no
Lodge will be without music. The interest, the
impressiveness, the solemnity that it adds to the
rituals, are wonderful,: The mind sees clearly its
master truths ; the heart vibrates in unison with
the sweet sounds, and the whole man is lifted up
to a higher plane. Music is angelic; music is
Masonic ; let us have music.—Keystone,

MASONIC JOTTINGS, No. 76.

By A Pasr ProviNciaL Granp MASTER.

TREE AND SERPENT WORSHIP.

My answer to the inquiry of a young brother is,
that Tree and Serpent Worship is, in my judg-
ment, a subject which may usefully employ a por-
tion of an instructed Mason’s time. I recommend
my brother to read the communication ““on Tree
and Serpent Worship, as exemplified by some
recently discovered Indian monuments; being an
abstract of a paper read at the Royal Institution
of Great Britain, by James Ferguson, Xsq.,
F.R.S., Friday, February 5th, 1869.”—¢ Free-
masons’ Magazine,” vol. xxi., page 23.

THE PLATFORM.

An American brother writes that Christianity
of the most comprehensive kind—Christianity
embracing all Churches, all sects—is the * Plat-
form ** of the Charges of 1723.

CONFESSION OF FAITH.

A brother asks, how Charges, which form no
part of the Book of Constitutions, published by the
Grand Lodge of England, can be the Freemasons”
Confession of Faith? *

CHRISTIAN PRAYERS OF THE CRAFT. .

If, asks a correspondent, to talk of Christian

Freemasonry is a contradiction in terms,} how

has it come to pass that every decade of our

Masonic history (including that in which we live)}

may be illustrated by specimens of the Christian
Prayers of the Craft ?

ANDERSONS’ GENEALOGY

Ibeg a London brother to accept my thanks for
his note on Anderson’s work. A copy of his
“ Royal Genealogies,” with numerous manuscript
additions, was once in my library. Findel must
be mistaken in stating that Anderson was &
Preacher in the English High Church. See
Jotting, Freemasons’ Magazine, vol. xxiv., page
285. The only biographical dictionary access-

# See Freemasonry and Religion, ¢ Freemasons’ Magazine,”
vol. xxiv., page 226.

+ See Freemasonry and Religion, “ Freemasons’ Magazine,’”
vol. xxiv., page. 226,
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ible to me is the “ Biographie Universelle,”
. first edition, in which his name is not found.
According to Bro. Purton Cooper’s Common
Place Book, Anderson was the Pastor of a
Presbyterian Church, Swallow Strest.

DESAGULIERS.

““As a French Refugee, Desaguliers was of
course a zealous Protestant, and this fact must
have influenced him in the alterations in the
ritual of Masonry, in which several changes were
made subsequently to the Revival of 1717, for
the purpose of divesting it of some of the
lingering remnants of Romanism.”—Masonic
Exrracrs.

CHRISTIAN CRAFT PRAYERS.—REIGN OF
EDWARD 1IV.

A Brother has taken the trouble to send me
the copy of a short prayer entitled, “ A Prayer
to be used of Christian Masons at the empointing
of a Brother, used in the reign of Bdward IV.”

Two or three similar copies are in my bundle of
Excerpts; one of them may be seen in “Free—
masons’ Magazine, Vol. 24, page 207. They all
come from the Freemasons’ Pocket Companion of
the middle of the last century.

“IF TO BE A TRUE MASOX.”

“If to be a true Mason,” ib is necessary to
believe in the doctrines of Masonry, as taught in
our English Lodges, the assertion that no man
can become a true Mason unless he be a Christian,
is as just, now, as it was hefore the year 1813.

VITRUVIUS’S PHILOSOPHY.

Brother, look into the work of Vitruvius.
According to the ““Biographie Universelle ”’—¢ il
veat que la Philosophie donne a Parchitecte, une
ime grande et hardie, sans arrogance, et qu elle
Ini apprenne & &tre Squitable, fidtle, et surtout
exempt d’avarice.”

A THEORY OF THE UNIVERSE.

The theory of the Universe which a Corres-
pondent writes that he has adopted, and which
supposes millions of years to have elapsed before
there were life, instinct, intelligence and reason on
our globe, is no obstacle to his reception into
English Freemasonry, provided he ascribes their
origin to the Great Architect.

THE GRAND LODGE OF
MASSACHUSETTS, U. 8.

From the proceedings of the one-hundred
and thirty-seventh anniversary communication we
learn that the Chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire, made the assertion that the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts had no legal ex-
istence prior, 1792, which called forth a volume of
interesting history from Grand Master Gardner.
It was then stated that the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts was formed by the union of St.
John’s Grand Lodge, which was organised in
1788, and Massachusetts Grand Lodge, organised
in 1769, the complete union beiag effected in
1792. 'With this introduction our readers will be
able to understand the Address of Grand Master
Gardner. The Committee of New Hampshire,
referred to above, claimed that by the death of
General Warren, Provincial Grand Master of the
Massachusetts Grand Lodge, and the death of the
Provincial Grand Master of St. John’s Grand
Lodge, both Lodges ceased to exist in 1775, and
only revived in 1792. Upon this the Grand Master
says :

“If this report had been read to the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, its venerable pash
Grand Masters, Israel Hunt and Horace Chase,
then present, could have informed the Committee
that they were treading upon dangerous ground,
for the Lodges composing the Grand Lodge of
New Hampshire ab its organization, obtained their
charters from the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts.
The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire was or-
ganised July 8th, 1739, by four Deputies from
St. John’s Liodge of Portsmonth, chartered by
the Massachusetts Grand Lodge, June 24, 1734,
and one Deputy from Rising Sun Lodge of
Keene, chartered by the Massachusetts Grand
Lodge, March 5th, 17384, All Masonic anthorities
fully agree, that to organise a legitimate Grand
Lodge, there must be representatives from three
Lodges, lolding Charters from some legal Grand
Lodge. Allthe Lodges in New Hampsbire exist-
ing prior to 1790 received Charters from Massa-
chusetts.

The system of Provincial Grand Lodges
originated in the Grand Lodge of England in
1726, and arse from the necessity of having, in the
distant colonies, where Masonry had extended,
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some authority and power, not only to control and
govern the Craft, but also to establish new Lodges
in the Provinces. They were Deputy Grand
Tiodges, convened by the power and anthority of
the Provincial Grand Master as the Deputby of the
Grand Master. They possessed no sovereign
power. The subordinate Lodges were returned to
Fogland, registered in the Grand Lodge there,
and classified, as belonging to a certain district
or province. Preston says, “ A Provincial Grand
Master is the immediate representative of the
Crand Master in that District over which he is
limited to preside, and being invested with the
power and honour of a Deputy Grand Master,
may constitute Lodges, and ranks in all public
assemblies immediately after Past Deputy Grand
Masters. He must, in person, or by deputy,
attend the quarterly meetings of the Masters and
‘Wardens of the Liodges in his district, and trans-
it to the Grand Lodge, once in every year, the
proceedings of those meetings.”” This was writ-
ten by Prestonin 1727, In 1737, upon the same
subject he says: “The authority granted by
patent to a Provincial Grand Master was limited
to one year; but the office is now permanent, and
the sole appointment of the Grand Master.”

In Scotland this office was created in, and the
first nomination made abroad in 1747. In Nov-
ember, 1757, R. W. Col. John Young was ap-
pointed Provincial Grand Master over all the
Lodges in America Lolding of the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, The commissions were issued to
gontinue in force until recalled. More recently
the Regnlations of the Grand Lodge provide
that Provincial Grand Lodges shall not be inter-
rupted by the death or retivement of the IFro-
vincial Master, unless the vacancy shall not be
filled for one year. In Ireland the same system
prevails, The conclusion i, that when the Pro-
vincial Grand Master Joseph Warren expived on
Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775, the Provincial Grand
Lodge, of which he was the essence and life,
expired also, but the Lodges established were not
effected theveby, as they were, or should have
been registered in Edinburgh. and owed their
allegiance to the Grand Lodge there.

The 1stitntion of Freemasonry, which num-
bered among its firmest adherents such revolu-
Sionists as Webb, Revere, Morton, and o host of
others who followed in the footsteps of Warren,
could not withstand the influence of freedom, and

Massachusetts set the example of revolation in
Masonic government, which was followed by every
State in the Union.

The American doctrine of Grand Lodge Juris-
diction is, that three regularly charieved Lodges
existing in any State or Territory have the right
to establish a Grand Lodge therein. Such
Grand Lodge has exclusive jurisdiction over the
three degrees of Craft Masonry, over the Lodges
and their members, and over all Masons, unaffi-
Liated as well as affiliated. By the erection of
such Grand Lodge all Masonic powers over Blue
Masonry are merged in it, and henceforth it exists
therein supreme and sovereign over a jurisdiction
which it can neither divide, nor share with any
other Masonic Grand Body in the world.

The brethren celebrated, as usuaal, the Feast of
St. Jobn, the Evangelist, in 1776, and the record
shows that o Grand Lodge was held by thirty-
three brethren, Joseph Webb presiding as Deputy
Grand Master. On the 14th of February, 1777,
a Grand Lodge was called by the Deputy of
Warren, to hear the petition of certain brethren
for a charter at Stockridge. This proposition
aroused the brethren to a realising sense of their
status as a Grand Lodge, and 1% was voted that
the Deputy Grand Master send a summons to all
the Masters and Wardens to assemble on the
7th of March, to consult upon, and elect a Grand
Master for the State. The brethren met, and
elected R. W. Joseph Webb, of St. Andrews
Lodge, Boston, Grand Master, Paul Revere
5.G.W., Thos. Crofts, J.G.W., John Lowell, G.
., Nat. Pierce, G. Sec., Thomas Uram, S.G.D.,
etc. The Grand Lodge, thus organized, acted
upon the petition from Stockbridge, and granted
the same, it being the first act of the Independent
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

In September, 1780, the Grand Master laid
before the. Grand Lodge a letter from William
Smith, Grand Secretary of Pennsylvania, stating
that the Lodges in that jurisdiction in Grard
Lodge assembled, thought it expedient to make
choice of a Grand Master General, for the Thirteen
United American States; that they had nominated
His Excellency General George Washington, and
requesting the opinion and approbation of the
Massachusetts Grand Lodge. The propositicn
was deemed 1nexpedient, and could not then in
the troubled state of affairs, with propriety be
adopted. If the Grand Lodge had acted favour-
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ably, it is easy to contemplate what a different
system of Masonic government we might now be
living under. At this time Virginia was the only
independent Grand Lodge with an elected Master,
with the exception of Massachusetts.  Its inde-
pendence was established Oct. 8rd, 1778. Penn-
sylvania did not actually assert its independence
and form a Grand Lodge upon the American sys-
tem until September 25, 1786.

Thus by the record, and by contemporaneous
history, it is fixed beyond all question, that the
Massachusetts Grand lodge on the Sth March,
1777, by arevolution, and by assumption of powers,
duties, and responsibilities of a Grand Lodge, be-
came a free, independent, Sovereign Grand Lodge,
with a jurisdiction absolute, exclusive, and entire,
throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
and a provincial jurisdiction in other States and
countries.  From the 8th of March, 1677, to the
day of this Meeting, the full and just completed
term of ninety-three years, there has never been
any successful opposition to its claim of sove-
reignty.”’~—The 3lirror,

MASONIC NOTES AND QUERIES:

THE DISTRICT GRAND WARDEN OF BRITISH
BURMAH, AND A CONTRIBUTOR.

See the “Freemasons’ Magazine,” 17th and 24th
September, 1870.

A member of the Grand Lodge of England, writes
thus :—The Contributor informs us that he has read
the address of the District Grand Warden of British
Burmab, and he considers it simply Freemasonry on
stilts. Not long after he says, it appears to him thab
an address of this sort bas rather too much of the
Sunday school teaching in it to be entitled “A Masonic
Address.” ‘

Next, he asks, seeing there are Christians of

different sorts, which sort or sect, is the right onme ?
And be goes on to assert that the Roman Catholics
call the Protestants herctics and so on, consequently,
the worthy lecturer, to be logical, should have en-
lightened his brethren as to what constituted real
Christianity in his view.
. The member of Grand Lodge here observes that
it the District Grand Warden had done this, he would
In no way have been logical, (it is plain the Contri-
butor knows not what logic is) but would have
grossly violated the Constitutions of 1723, which place
all sorts of Christianity on the same footing.

As to the Contributor’s assertion that Freema-
sonry is a friend, Religion is a wife; and that the
District Grand Warden cannot understand the differ-

ence, and wanis to make Freemasonry his wife too
but our Freemasonry is alike common to all, whilst
as to his Religion, that is a different thing ; it is his
wife, which he keeps to himself—As to this assertion,
a member of Grand Lodge merely vefers to the
communication, *“ A certain Contributor, No. 1, His
Friend—His Wife,”—* Freemasons’ Magazine,” vol.
23, page 428.

Lastly, as to a Contributor's assertion, that as a
Freemason, and standing upon the 1723 Constitu-
tions, he can hold out the right hand of fellowship te
the Hindoo or Mahommedan alike, and claim each as
a friend and Brother.—A member of Grand Lodge
denies that the 1723 Constitutions entitle him te
hold out the right hand of fellowship to a Hindoo *
or even to a Mahommedan.

A member of Grand Lodge ends, adopting the
language used by a Contributor to our Indian friends,
by wishing “he would stop the nonsense as to the
only genuine Freemasonry being his Freemasonry.”—
Cuarrrs Purrtoxy CoOPER.

MAIER—MEIER.

Thanks to a young correspondent for his notes oz
the “ Hasai d'un nouveau systéme sur les Ames des
animaux and the “Memoires et écrits polemiques
concernant la spiritualité de I'ame, sa survivance, et
son état aprés la mort.”

But they are the productions of George Frederick
Meier. He has not,.and could not properly have a
place in Bro. Jobn Yarker’s list. See * Cabalism,
Freemasons’ Mazagine,” vol. 23, page. 28. If my
correspondent will turn to the list he will see that
the pname is “Mayer” and not * Meier.”—-Bre.
Yarker’s list.

Mayer was a famous alchemist. In “Rosicrucign
Bibliography” 1614—1681, in * Freemasons’ Maga-
zine,” vol. 17 page 827, there is a tract by him.—
** Themis surea hoc est deLegibus Fraternitatis Rosece
Crucis,” 1618, together with an English translation &f+
it, 1656,— CxanrEs PurroN CoOPER.

BRO. STEPHEN GIRARD’S LAST MASONIC REQUEST,

In the will of Bro. Stephen Girard, will be
found the following advice, worthy of the earnest
study of the Masonic Fraternity. After bequeathing
the sum of twenty thousand dollars for the founda-
tion of a charity fund, he says:

“ And in order that the real and benevolent pur-
poses of Masonic institutions may be attained, I
recommend to the Lodges not to admit to member-
ship, or to receive members from other Lodges, unless
the applicauts shall absolutely be men of sound and
good morals.”

PROGRESSIVE FREEMASONRY.

“ There seems to be a disposition manifested by
some of our brethren, to urge new language and new
modes of work, to keep pace, as they say, with the
progress of the times. Now, so far as the system,
language, work and teachings of Freemasonry are
concerned, I am no progressionist, and it seems to me
that any one who will, cannot help realizing the fatal

* See the commuriication ¢ Strange notions of Hindooism'in
relation to Freemasonry,”  Freemasons’ Magazine, yol, 23, page
427,
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effects of progression, and using our sacred institu-
tion as merchandise, and whenever we depart from
the landmarks our ancient fathers set, and adopt new
rituals, new modes of lectures, and depart from the
established principles and manner of teaching them,
then we, as members of our aucient order, will failin
the objects contemplated, and soon anarchy and con-
fusion will take the place of that peace and harmony
that should ever characterize the workings of our
beloved order.”

THE MASON'S REWARD.

“Beyond the pleasure of an approving conscience,
men who labour for the good of humanity need not
ordinariiy look for their rewards in this life.
Socrates devoted his life to teaching virtue, and yet
his own .wife abused him, and his neighbours con-
demued him to be poisoned with hemlock. Moses
abandoned the luxury of the Egyptian court, and
the prospects of a crown, to labour for the emanci-
pation of his people, and yet they were stubborn,
disobedient, and ungrateful. Hiram, the companion
of kings, and yet the friend and associate of working
men, was slain for his love of truth and unyielding
integrity.  The Great Teacher went about doing
good, and yet the multitude crucified Him. We
Muasous labour to promote virtue, and to alleviate the
suflerings of the destitute and the wretched, and yet
because we think proper to assemble quietly to our-
selves, instead of parading our works of charity in
public meetings, there are fanatical men, claiming to
be saints, who denounce, and perhaps would crucify
us, had they the power. Masonry will flourish after
all such men are dead and forgotten. You may not
be rewarded for your good works in this life, but we
teach that there is an immortal life beyond the tomb,
where virtue is rewarded.”

CONTRIBUTOR ®’s. SUGGESTION.

See the communication “Trinitarianism and the
Triangle,”  Freemasons’ Magazine,” page 447. A
Member of Grand Lodge asks what Contributor B.
menns by a suggestion in the columns of the * Free-
masons’ Magazine,” “That the Trinitarian System of
Christianity manufactured in the middle or latter part
of the first century, A.D., would, therefore,* be as
much the work of men’s hands, or brains, as was the
Speculative system of TFreemasonry manufactured
about the beginning of the eighteenth certury.’—A
Past Provivcian Graxp Masrer.

R. ARCH CEREMONIES OVER FORTY-SEVEN YEARS
AGO.

Among many other items of interest to be found
in the History of Apollo Chapter No. 48 R. A. I,
Troy, New York, by Companion Jessic B. Anthony,
we fiud the following, relative to the the ceremonies
attendant upon the laying of the top-stone of the lock
on the Erie Canal, at Albany, October G, 1823.

“The Chapter took part in the ceremonies held at
Albany on the occasion of the laying of the top-stone
of the lock on the Erie Canal. The Masonic cere-
monies were performed by M. E. Ezra Ames, G.H.P,
of the Grand Chapter of New York, dressed in
official robes and attended by hissubovdinates, arrayed
injthe insignia of their respective offices.

# In a case supposed,

“The procession opened right and leff and the
Grand officers passed through the frontf, and once
around the lock to the north side.

“The companions formed on each side of the Grand
Officers, with the Grand Marshal on the left.

“ Praver by the Rev. Grand Chaplain,

“ Bxhortation by the Grand H.P.

“(elebration ode chaunted while the procession
moved three times around the lock under the arches.

“The engraved plate was then examined and placed
under the eap-stone by the Grand Seribe.

“ The cap-stone was then laid by G. H. P., assisted
by the Grand Architects.

“The cap-stone was then consecrated with corn,
wine, and o1l, by the presiding officers; after which
the benediction.

“The procession then passed three timesaround the
lock under the arches.

“ Tinal close by the discharge of nine cannons—by
three times three—with flourishing of music between
each.”

UNIFORMITY OF LANGUAGE UNATTAINABLE AND
NON-ESSENTIAL.

‘We are not of those who believe that uniformity
in language in the rituals of Masonry is the grand
desideratum, even if it was possible to attain it,
which it is not. There are too many of the brethren of
the present day, nothing but parrot-Masons, and who
pride themselves upon having memorized a few set
phrases, but in which phrases are noue of the essen~
tials of Masonry, and are different from those used
in sister jurisdictions. The only requisites are the
preservation of those secrets, and a knowledge of
which makes the man a Mason. We concur in the
following, which we find in the Toreign Corres—
pondence of Minnesota:

“We believe in uniformity of ceremonial, but all
experience has proved that where uniformity of lan-
guage is assiduously sought after, other matters of
more importance are lost sight of. Fours, days, and
weelks are spent in teaching the young Mason a pre-
cise set of words ; he visits another jurisdiction, and
1s at least puzzled, if not rejected, which he is apt
to be, if the same preciseness has been ineunlcated as
at home.

“ Pennsylvania, which has the oldest work on this
continent, and which retains the work as first intvo-
duced in this country, has been obliged to appeal
to her sister Girand Lodges, to permit her members
to visib without exacting of them a knowledge of
rituals which are not taught in that State, and yet
there is no particular difference in the ceremonial.
Again, what does the Buropean Mason know of our
rituals ?

“We are not opposed to rituals, but where so
much stress is laid on precise uniformity of language,
the young Masonie mind is apt to be misled, to believe
that that which he has learned is the only genuine
Masonry, and acts accordingly. We are perfectly
aware that we are not on the popular side on this
question, but our opinions are the result of much
study and some experience, and we can not forego
them until convinced of error.”’—Pomeroy’s Democrat.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Z'he Rditoy is not vesponsible for the opinions expressed by Correspondents

PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT.

| TO THR EDITOR OF THE PREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROE.
Dear Sir and Brother,—In the notices of the conse-

cration of the Furness Mark Lodge, 24, S.C., in your
number of June 24, your Correspondent gives me
the credit of performing the ceremony of consecration.
Permit me to say my portion of the work was most
unimportant, as the entire consecration was pérformed
by Bro. T. Entwisle, R.W. Prov. G.M., with that
perfection which has gained for him so high a repu-
tation. I had the pleasure of installing the R.W.M.
slesignate, and investing the officers.

I am, dear Sir and Brother,

Yours fraternally,
C. F. MamER, 30°,
D. Prov. G.M.M., Lancashire, S.C,

| e—

THE KNIGHTS iTEMPLAR CRUSADE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIREOR,

Dear Sir snd Brother,—Permit me, through the
medium of your valuable paper, to eall the attention
of the Craft, and especially of the Templar Order, to
the fact that the American Knights Templar = ab
present on a tour through the country, accepted
the invitation of a spurious and illegal encampment in
Glasgow, which is not recognised by the Grand
Priory of Scotland.

As the Chapter General in Scotland is in alliance
with the Grand Conclave, and a freaty and convention
between them, has been signed. I take it for
granted, that the American Sir Knights will not be
admitted into English Encampments, under the rule
of the Grrand Conclave. They will most certainly be
excluded in Scotland from the recognised Prioris, in
Edinburgh and Ayr I hope that those of them who
belong to the Ancient and Accepted Rite will be
warned, and will not take it into their heads to visit
the “ Royal GrandCouncil of Rites”and the Provincial
Royal Grand Conclave, under the rule of Bro. John
Yarker, _

None are more scrupulous and exacting as to
legality in Masonic matters than our Transatlantic
Brethren, and they should have seen and enquired
who they were going to visit in Glasgow, and steered
clear of the “ Gervan Encampment of Knighis
Templar.”

I am, dear Sir and Brother,
“ Yours fraternally,
EquEs TeMrnx

HMASONIC SAYINGS AND DOINGS ABROAD:

A full length portrait of General George Wash-
ington, now hanging in the conversation room of the
Masonic Temple, Chestnut Street, was presented to
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, by W. Bro.
Charles C. Watson, Jr., W.M. of Lodge No. 51, on
February 10th., 1832.

The following decision of the Grand Master of
Illinios is well stated: '

“The ballot is secret aud sacred, and may not be
questioned. Hardships do sometimes occur under
this law, but they orly prove that the use of the
black balls began #oo late. Black ballots are worth
more than white ones, and are much less dangerous.
No discussion of either class should be permitted ; it
is useless, dangerous, unmasonie.”

M. W. Bro. E. H. English, held the office of Grand
Master of Masons of Arkansas for ten successive
years, retiring in 1870 at bis own request. His dis-
tinguished services in the cause of Fteemasonry will
never be forgotton by the Craft.

PexwsyLvanta.—By a Grand Lodge regulation,
the fee tor initiation must be at least forty-dollars in
Lodges out of the city of Philadelphia, and not less
than seventy-five dollars within the city.

The Masons of Mount Sterling, Kentucky,will dedi-
cate their New Lodge room on the 13th of July.
The Grand Commandery, then to be in session at
that place, will turn out in full uniform, as cavalry
and infantry.

A, axp A, Rrre 15v MExico.—Accounts received
from Mexico dated at the cify of Mexico, March 15,
1871, announce the organisation in that jurisdie-
tion of an irregular Supreme Councii, * del Rito Es-
coces Ant. y Acep,” by parties formerly members of
the Grand Consistory and other Bodies of the Rite
there, but who have, of course, been suspended by the
legitimate Body ; but as it is hardly to be expected
that the parties engaged in the irreguiarity, or the
Body formed by them, will itself occasion any incon-
venience to the Bodies of the Rite in this country,
it will be sufficient for the present purpose to say
that the presiding Officer of the regular Body is
James C. Loshe, 33° and the Grand Secretary is Jose
Gronzalez 38°, and that it has its Grand East in the
city of Mexico. The names of the parties engaged in
the organisation of the clandestine Body, are nof
given in the Buluster before ns.—Freemason’sMonthly
Magazine.
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THE MASONIC MIRROR.

All communications to be addressed to the Ep1ror, at No
19, Salisbury-street, Strand, London, W.C.

£

MASONIC MEMS.

Our Royal Erother, H.R.H. the Prince ot Wales, P.G.M,,
was duly installed as Worshipful Master of the Royal Alpha
Lodge No. 19, on Monday, 3rd iustant, having previously served
the office of Senior Warden of that lodge.

The Provineial Grand Master of Cumberland and Westmore-
land has announced that the Provincial Grand Lodge will be
held at Kendsl, at the latter end of September, or, the begin-
nnig of October.

ProviNcIsan GRrRA¥D LoDGE oF SoMERSET. — The next
meeting of Provincia 1 Grand Lodge will be on the 18th of July
at Crewkerne.

The Provineial Grand Lodge of West Yorkshire will be held
at Ripou, on the 12th of July next. A Grand Festival will be held
on the same day, at Fountain's Abbey, and the Right Hon, Barl de
Grey and Ripon, K.G., M.W.G.2.,and Prov. G.M. West Yorkshire,
has given the Craft the privilege of visiting the magnificent ruins
of Fountain’s Abbey and the adjacent grounds of Studley on that
day. A banquet will be held in the spacious cloisters, in which
ladies will be admitted. The proceeds of the Festival will be
evoted to the fund of the De Grey Scholavships.

The Annual Election for Sherifis of London and Middlesex
was held at the Guildhall, on Saturday, the 24th ult, the Rt
Hon. the Lord Mayor, presiding. The choice of the Livery was
in favour of Bro. F. W. Truscott, F.M., No. 1, P.G.S., as Senior
Sheriff, and Bro. R. Young, P.M.,Wisbeach Lodge, Prov. G.8.W.,
Cambridgeshire, as Junior Sueriff. The latter Brother has
appointed Bro. Thomas Beard, P.M. Temple Lodge, as his Under
Sheriff.

Craft  fMasonry.
ENGLISH CONSTITUTION.

METROPOLITAN.

RoperT Burxxs’ LongE (No. 25).—The regnlar mecting of
this Lodge was held at Freemasons’ Hall, on Monday, the 3rd
inst.,when there were present :—Bros. Arnold, W.M. ; Vaughan,
S.W.; E. Long, J.W.; P. Doody, 1.G.; J. E. Weleh, Tress.;
John Dyte, Sec.; C. Morris, E. Dunn, W. A. Malony, G. J.
Ford, W. Lord, W. Dredge, and several other brethren. The
Visitors present were Bros. E. Symonds, 229, Caleutta; J. H.
Hartley, 912, St. Helena; J. P. Davies, 753 ; A. Beatty, 217,
United States: J. Spaulding, 403, United States ; W. Durand,
55. Bros. Malony und Bowle were raised. Bro. Dredge was
passed, and M. Jobn Redman was initiated, the ceremonies being
performed by the W.M, in the excellent style usual in the
Robert Burns Lodge.

SovTnERN STAR L.ODGE (No. 1,158).—An emergency meeting
of this Lodge was held on Tuesday, 4th inst.,, at Bro. Allat’s,
the Montpelier Tavern, Walworth. The W.,M., Bro. Towers,
Bros. Thompson, S.W.; and Wright, J.W,, were punctual at
the hour named for the meeting, and there was a fair attendance
of the brethren, Only one visitor was present, Bro. J. S,

Eidsmnans, of the Lodge of St. Luke, No. 225, Ipswich. In the
course of the evening the three ceremonies were worked. Bro.
R. E. Clarke, P.M.,, by particular desire of the candidate,
occupied the chuir, whilst Bro. Inspector Potter received the
benefit of the sccond degree; after which the W.M. resumed
Lis position, and in an excellent and earnesy manner initiated
Mr. William Somerset Vigne into the order, (the ninety-ninth
member of the lodge) and raised Bro. Haywood to the Master
Mason’s Degree. It was decided, from financial considerations
not to hold a summer banquet this year. :

WEest? KeNT LopGE (No. 1,297).—An emergency meeting of
this Lodge was held at the Forest-hill Hotel, Forest-hill, on
Saturday 24th, under the presidency of Bro.Clements, W.M.,
supported by Bros. Stead, S.W.; Terry, J.W. ; Leouard, I.P.M.;
Warren, Treas.; Massey, Sec.; Kindon, and several others,
Bros. IL D. Stead, A. Stead, Henry Stead, and McCaul Stretel
were passed to the second degree. Messrs. J. B, Hewitt, and J.
Robinson, were duly initiated into the Order., The lodge was
closed at an early hour.

PROVINCIAL.

——

CUMBERLAND.

WORKINGTON.—Sun and Sector Lodge (No. 952),—The an-
nual festival of this Lodge was held on Wednesday, the 24th
ult,, in the spacious Lodge Room in Portland Square. Three
o’clock was the time appointed for opening the Lodge, when
Bro. J. Wilson, W.M.,, took the presiding seat in the east. The
Installing Master was Bro. W. B. Gibson, P. Prov. S.G.W,,
P.M. 119, and amongst the visiting brethren present were Bros.
Nicholson, P. Prov. G.S.W. 371; John Tickle, P.M. 371;
W. Armstrong, W.M. 371; P. de Eaglesfield Collin, S.W. 371 ;
John Mandle, J.W. 371; Joshua Tyson, Chaplain, 119; W, T.
Greaves, P.D. Prov. G.M., Peurith ; C. Morton, P.M. 1002, 872 ;
W.AL 1,267, P. Prov. S.G.W.; P. Quinn, P.M. 119, P. Prov.
S.G.W.; G. W. Kenworthy, P.M. 199, Prov. J.G.W.; Edward
Tfearon, W.M. 119, Prov. S.G.; James Cooper, P. Prov. G.O.
119; W. Shilton, 1002, P.M., P. Prov. G.S.B.; J. Pearson,
1002, W.M,, P. Prov. G.S8.D.; E. W. Henry, 119, J.W.; Isaac
Hartness, 1195 Josepls Franklin, 119; W. Alsop, 1195 James
Sugden, 119; William M'Allister, 412; Robert Tucker, 371.
The following members of the Workington Lodge were also
present :~—John Wilson, W.M., Prov. G.S.D. ; J. Pearson, P.
Prov. G. Chaplain; J. Rothery, Treasurer; J. B. Roxby, S.D.;
John William Young, ILG.; A. Brown, Steward; George
Brooker; Willlam M’Harry; Aaron Wedgewood; Newall
Topping ; Watkinson Selkirk ; Thomas W, Bainbridge; James
J. Beattie; Joseph Crosthwaite; Robert Hallock ; John Baxter,.
J. H. Jetfery. 'The minutes of the previous meeting having
been read and confirmed, the acting Master proceeded to open
the business of the Ledge. A new candidate having been bal-
loted for, Brothers Wilson, Nicholson and Kenworthy then pro-
ceeded to work certain of the sections. Bruther W, B. Gibson,
as the Installing Master, then assumed the active duties of his:
office, Brother J. Wilson presenting to him Brother Brooker for
instullation as W.M, for the ensuing year. After the obligation
and charges had been administered, the Board of Masters and
Past-Masters was constituted, and the remainder of the lodge
retired. On re-admission the newly installed Master was
greeted and saluted, according to the three first degrees by the
brethren in procession. The W.M. appointed his officers, and
they were invested by the Installing Master as follows :—Henry
Dixon, S.W.; Thomas Bell Roxby, J.W.; J. Rothery, Treas. ;
J. W. Russell, Secretary; William Carruthers, $.D.; John
William Young, J.D.; Aaron Wedgwood, L.G.; John Baxter,
Steward ; Newa!l Topping, M.C.; R. Scott, Tyler. Brother
W. B. Gibson, as the oldest P.M. of Lodge 962, and on behalf
of the brethren of that lodge, then presented to Bro. Pearson,,
as P.M: of the Sun and Sec:or Lodge, and who has lately entered
upon a new sphere of labour, an elegant P.M. jewel, as a mark
of the esteem in which he is held by the brethren generally, and
as a recognition of the services rendered by him daring his con-
nection with the said lodge, and especially in his capacity as
W.M, Brother Pearson, in a suitable and feeling manuer,
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briefly acknowledged the compliment. In doing so, he remarked
that while what had that day taken place had taken him by
surprise, he could assure them that he should wear the jewel
‘which they had presented to him with a feeling of sincere
pleasure; and if he shoald point to that jewel at any time with-
out shedding a tear, it would still ever cause in his
heart a thrill of inexpressible pleasure. The jewel
bears the following, inscription :—¢ Presented to Irother
Pearson by the Brethren of Sun and Sector Lodge, No. 962,
Workington, 1871 The lodge having been closed iu form,
the whole of the Brethren partook of a cold collation, which was
served at the Green Dragon Hotel, in Mrs. Barnes’s usual style
of excellence. Bro. Brooker, W.M., presided, supported on the
right by Bros.Gibson, Greaves, Mortou, and Pearson, and on the
left by Bros. Kenworthy, Tickle, &ec.; while Bro. Joseph Pear-
son did the honours at the other end of the table, supported
right and left by Bros. Nicholson, Wilson, Joshua Tyson,
E. Feavon, E. W. Henry, Sugden, &e. Grace was said before
and after meat by Bro. Joseph Pearson, Chaplain. The tables
being cleared, the Chairman having proposed the health of Her
Majesty the Queen, which was cordially responded to, proposed
the health of Bro. H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, the Princess of
Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family, which was also
cordially responded to. The Chairman next proposed the health
of the Most Worshipful Grand Masfer of England, the Earl de
Grey and Ripon. He alluded to the position the noble earl
occupied in connection with the craft, and also to his recent
visit to lodges in America, and to his reception by those lodges.
As successor to the Earl of Zetland, the Earl de Grey and Ripon
had given signal proof of his ability to hold that high office,
and to discharge efficiently its distinguished dnties.—Drunk
with all the honours. The Chairman then briefly proposed “The
Deputy Grand Master of England, the Earl of Carnarvon, and
the rest of the Grand Officers of ngland” The Vice-Chairman
gave the health of Lord Bective, the Provineial Grand Master.
As a nobleman, Lord Bective did credit to the noblemen of
England ; he had realised all that had been expected of bim in
early life. He had lately entered upon a parliamentary career,
and of the manner in which he discharged bis duties in that
capacity there could be but one opinion, as well as regards his
hospitality. His lordship esteemed it an honour to occupy the
position whieh he held amongst Masons, aud no wonder he did
s0. 500 or 700 years ago when a man discovered a good' thing,
he did not do as men did in the present day, take up a patent
for it, but locked it up as a seerot, and hence .arose the lodgs
known as the noble Order of Freemasonry. Architecture was
in greab requisition in those days, and at the time there were
very few men who could draw the requisite plans, and lence
Freemasons made this their especial study. About the time of
Henry I1Ltheir interests were largely spread. Most of the grand
cathedrals that were found to be throughount the country owed
their origin to Freemasonry, and their works in this respect
were the wonder and admiration of beholders as much in the
present day as they were in the 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries.
Therefore, they ought to feel proud of having such a man con-
nected with them as Lord Beetive. Bro. Morton proposed “The
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Bro. Whitwell, and the rest of
the Graud Officers.” The Deputy Provineial Grand Master was
a man well known to them at that Board, sud he (Bro. Morton)
did not think if the Provincial Grand Master searched the king-
dom throngh that he would a better man, or one more worthily
fitted to occupy the position which he held as his deputy. To
show how highly Bro. Whitwell was esteemed, he might mention
that he had lately been nppointed to the distinguished post of
Junior Grand Warden iu the Grand Lodge of England. Most
of them knew how ably Bro, Whitwell was supported by
their worhy brother on his (Bro. Mortor’s) left, and who
was worthily walking in his footsteps. Bro. Whitwell was not
only respected amongst the Masonic body, but by many other
eminent societies. As a member of Parliament he was
second to mone in the North of England. He (Bro. Morton)
-hoped they would all sce Bro. Whitwell at Kendall on the ocea-
sion of the next Provincial Grand Meet ng. Referring to Bro.
Whitwell’s recent illness, he said he thought they ought all to
thank the Great Architect of the Universe that his life had
becn spared, and that he was able again to take his seat in the
House of Commons. The loss of such a man, whenever, in the
providence of God, it should take place—and God grant the
day might be very fuar distant—would be a loss not only to the

Masonic body and to the county of Westmorelaud, but to the
country at large. He begged to couple the toast with the rame
of Bro. Kenworthy, Prov. J.G.W. Bro. Xenworthy begged to
return thanks for the very kind and able manner in which Bro.
Morton had proposed the leaith of the Deputy Provincial
Grand Mastexr coupling his rame with the Provincial
Grand Officers, and to the brethren for the very cordial manner
in which they received the toast. Ever since Bro. Whitwell be-
came a member of the Craft, he bad evinced great pleasure in
everything pertaining to Masonry in general and to bis lodge in
particular.  As Bro. Morton had just observed, in recognition of
Bro. Whitwell’s valued services, hie (Bro. Whitwell) had been
selected to fill a distinguished post, that of Junior Grand
Warden of Kngland. Bro. Whitwell, by his kind and courteous
manver, had endeared himeself to the wlhole of the Masonic
brethren in this province. Let them hope that, after his recent
afiliction, he may soon be restored again, and long live to enjoy
his usual health and vigour. On bebalf of Bro. Whitwell and
himself he begged to thank them; and he had no doubt that
the rest of the Provincial Grand Officers present would ex-
perience a similar pleasure to thas which he had felt in having
to respond to the toast. Bro. Wilson briefly responded, and

afterwards proposed the health of Bro. Gibson. Bro. Gibson

said, us one of ‘the oldest P.M.’s in 962, he had always looked
back with great pleasure to the period when the brethren did

him the great honour of electing him their Master two years
in succession. The many happy evenings that they spent to-
gether during those two years would never be effaced from his

memory, It had been great gratificatirn to him to bave been
Master of that lodge; and having, as he bad already said,

spent so many pleasant evenings with the brethren, they could

well imagine what pleasure it had been for bim to be present on
that occasion, and to have seen the first member that he in-
itiated in connection with the Sun and Sector Lodge,
raised to the position of Master of that Todge. He

knew that the gentleman he referred to had, ever since

his initiation, taken greater intest in the Craft, snd it had

therefore given him (Brother Gibson) peculiar pleasure

pleasure to have installed him upon that occasion. He knew

the interest that he took in the Iudge, and he believed that he
(Bro. Brocker) would reflect honour upon the choice the lodge
had made. There was only one thing that he (Bro. Gibson)
regretted in connection with their lodge, and that was that be
was so remarkably defective as regards the names of the
bretbren. In conclusion, he said < Brethren, I greet you all

most cordially. I have the warmest feeling te your lodge.”

The Vice-Chairman said there was a gentleman present who had

done the honour of coming a long distance in order to be

present with them on that occasion, who had always occupied a

distirguished position, and whose name was well deserving of
lionourable mention. His presence here to-day showed that he

Irad not forgotten the interest’ which he bad previously taken
in the Sun and Sector Lodge. He alluded to P. Prov. D.G.M.
Brothor Greaves. They all knew how in former days Bro,
Greaves used to visit Workington, with his full Masonie honours,
how be used to express his approbation generally of their ritual,
and of the way in which the business of the lodge was con-
ducted. Although he had ceased to be a Prov.D.G.M. he held the

honourable office of P. Prov. D.G.M., and was not less worthy

on that account ; and they wished bim always to bear in mind
that he was ever held dear to their memory and in their hearts.
Bro. Greaves briefly acknowledged the compliment. He re-

marked that be had been connected with Freemasonry for 30
years, and that during that long period be had experienced some
pleasing reminiscences, not the least of which was the distin-
guished honour which he had conferred upon him of dedicating
the Workington Lodge of Freemasonry, and immediately after-
wards installing their most worlhy and excellent Bro. Gibson as
its first Master. He was especially interested in coming there
to day on that account, more especially as the installation was
to be that of the first Mason initiated in tho lodge, and the pre-

sent was the first occasion on which Bro, Gibson had « tried bis
wings” as Installing Master, to use that brother’s words,

He was glad to meet his old friends around him, and also to
have had the opportunity of makiug the acquaintance of many
new ones, discovering that Masonry was making its way in this
district. As he bad not taken any active part of late, it would
not be ¢ xpected he could give any very succinet history of
Masonry during the lust two or three years; but he might
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safely say that wherever he went he found it in a prosperous
state, In the interesting ceremonies of that day he had been
especially delighted, and the whole surroundings of the day’s
proceedings had been such that he was not likely soon to forget
their auspicious wecting. He would not detain them longer,
but simply ask them to accept his very grateful thanks for the
exceedingly kind manner in which they had been pleased to
receive him. Bro. Morton said their esteemed friend Bro.
Greaves bad alluded to the lively recollection he had of his
early connection with Masonry in this district, He (Bvo.
Blorton) might be allowed to say that he experienced very
pleasing recollections, as a Provincial Grand Ofiicer, of Bro.
Greaves, It was from Bro. Greaves that he (Bro., Morton) re-
ceived his first Provincial Grand collu. The next he received
was from their late Bro. Dykes; and he had since had the
honour of receiving one fiom their present Prov. G.M. He (Bro.
Morton) should like to see all their brethren rise to the position
of Senier Grand Warden. Bro. Gibson briefly proposed the
health of Bro. Brooker, the newly-installed W.M. of Sun and
Sector Lodge, which was cordially druuk with Masonic honours.
Bro. Brooker having responded, and a number of other toasts
having been proposed, the proccedings terminated. During the
early part of the after-dinner proceedings the speeches were
agreeably interspersed by songs from Bros, Sugden and Franklin,
Bro. Cooper presiding at the pianoforte.

LEICESTER AND RUTLAND.

ASHBY-DE-LA-ZoUCH.—Terrers and ITvanhoe Lodge (No. 779).
—The annual festival of this lodge took place at the Town Hall
on Wednesday, the 28tk ult., the W.M,, Bro. the Right Hon.
Earl Ferrers, P.G.J.W,, presiding ; the R.W. Prov. G.M. Bro.
Kelly, being also present, and the following officers in their
places, viz: Bros. Mammoth, P.AL. and P. Prov. G.J.W.; Gar-
ner, 8.W. and W.IL eclect; Ison, J.\V.; H. Etherington Smith,
J.P.;. P.M. and P. Prov. (.J.%V,, as Sec.. in the ubsence of the
Rev. Bro. Denton, P.M. and P. Prov. G.S.W.; Love, P, and
P, Prov. G.8.D., Treasurer; Faulkner, S.D.: Blood, J.D.;
Jolinson, I.G.; Dr. Morris Arnold, and others. Visitors: Bros.
Wilson, P.M. 1007 and P.G. Dir. of Cer.; and W. B. Hackett,
8.D., Guy’s Lodge, Leamington. The preliminary Dbusiness
being completed, and ihe lodge opencd in the Second Degree by
the W.M., he handed the gavel to the R.W. Prov. G, and
presented to him, as his successor, Bro. John Henry Garnar, to
receive the benefit of installation, which ceremony the Prov. G,M.
then proceeded with, and the Board of Installed Masters having
been closed, Bro. Gaimer was proclaimed and saluted in the
three degrees. The W.M. then appointed and invested the
following Drethren as his officers for the ensuing year -—The

Right Hon. Earl 'errers, LP.M., Ison, S.W. ; Faulkuer, J.W.;
Love, .M. Treas.; Rev., John Denton, .M. Sec.; Blood, 8.D. ,
Johnson, J.D.; Dr. Morris, LG.; Camer, Sec. A vote of
thanks baving been accorded to Bro. Lord Ferrers for his ser-
vices in the chair, whe, in response, expressed his intention of
continuing to atteud the lodge meotings as regularly as possible.
The lodge was closed, and the brethren adjourned to the Queon’s
Head Hotel, where they sat down to an elegant banguet, after
which the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were duly honoured.

SUFFOLK,
Provincian GrRAND LODGE,

The annual meeting of the Provineial Grand Lodge for the
County of Suffolk, wus Lield at the Freemason’s Hall, Ipswich,
on Monday, the 3rd inst. Present the Right Worshipful Sir
Robert Alexander Shafto Adair, Bart.. A.D.C. to the Queen,
Provineial Grand Master, on the throne; the Worshipful the
Rev. B. 1. Lockwood, M.A., Deputy Prov. GO ; R. W, Bro.
Bagshawe, P.G.D., Essex ; Bro. Lord Ienniker, W.M. ; Bro. Rev.
. N, Sanderson, P. Lrov, G. Chaplain; Bro. C. Townsend, P.
Prov. 8.G.W.; the Rev. C. J. Martyn, I.G., Chaplain ; the Rev.
R. F. Palmer, P.G. Chaplaiu, Oxfordshire; Bros. W. H. Lucia,
P.G., Sec., E. Dorling, . Prov. G. Sec., W. Boby, P.G.8.2,, P,
Cornell, P.G. Steward, W. Wilmhursy, P. Prov. G.8.B, H.
Harris, P, Prov, G.8.D.; 8, Wright, P. Prov. G.S.D.; I Jen-
nings, P.S.G.Warden, J. etit, jun.,, P, Prov, A.D.C., Jas. Franks,
P. Prov. G.R., Newson, Garrett, 1.M., A. J. Barber, P.G.O,
Rev, Dr. Shaboe, P.G. Chaplain; S, B. King, P.G.S.W., W.
Hayward, P. Prov. G.D.C,," & Freeman, P.G., Treas. ;3 J. 8.

Gissing, P. Proy.; G. J. Warden, J. W. Sheridan. P.G.
Registrar, and about one hundred others.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form and
with solemn prayer, offered up by the Rev. R. F. Palmer, P.G.
Chaplain of Oxfordshire.

The minutes of the last Provincial Grand Lodge, Leld ab the
White Lion Hotel, Aldeburgh, were then read by the Secretary
and confirmed. :

The Provincial Grand Secretary then called over the names
of the lodges within the province, and it was fouud that the
following were represented :—Unity Lodge (Lowestoft), Doric
(Woodbridge), British Union (Ipswich), St. Luke’s (Ipswich),
Apolio  (Beceles), Virtue and Silence (Hadleigh), Perfect
Friendship (Ipswich}, Prudence (Halesworth), Pheenix (Stox\:-
market), Fidelity (Framlingham), Waveney (B\mg:xy),q Adair
(Aldeburgh), Prince of Wales (Ipswich), Royal St. Edmund
(Bury St. Edmund’s), and Stour Valley (Sudbury).

The minutes of the Board of Finance were read by the _As-
sistant P.G. Secretary, and they showed the accounts to bein a
satisfactory condition.

The following brethren were then appointed, and invested by
the R.W.P.GLM. as Provincial Grand Officers, and they wery
conducted to the foot of the throne by Bro. W. T. Westgate,
P.G.A. Dir. Cers.,

Bro. Right Hon. Lord Henbiker
»  Rev.T. J. Brereton

Prov. S.G. Warden.

G. Chaplain.
G.S.D.

» GJI.D,

»  GLAL Sec.

,» G.A. Dir, of Cers.
G. Supt. of W.

» G. Stand. Bearer.
5 G Purst,

G. Steward.

» Kmra Holmes ...,
5+ E. B. Powell....
5 G. 8. Golding ..
»  Newman ..........
» H. R. Campling ....
5 Chas. Wood....couuvene
n WL Armstong cvevieeveerriinn, » »
» Benjamin Dove ...,
5» Dr. Adkins .....
» — Hills ... e »
3y A Syer bessseererensierettaaass » G. T.Ylel'-

On the proposition of Bro. Franks, seconded by Bro. Gissing,
Bro. Spencer Freeman was unanimously re-clected Prov. G.
Treasurer.

The Prov. G. Secrotary read letters of apology from the Prov,
G.M., Deputy Prov. G.M., and Prov, G. Ofticers of Norfolk re-
gretting their inability to attend.

The Prov. G.M. congratulated the lodgos on the reception
they had given to their brethren in the province, and the pro-
vince in general on the well-regulated state of its finances, IHe
thanked the brethren for their liberal response to the appeal
made to them on behalf of widows and orphans of the crew who
perished in that great national calamity, the loss of the Captain,
and said it would be gratifying to them'to know tbat, so far as
human support could go, the comfort of those fuwmilies, the sub-
sistence of the widows, and, he hoped, a safe prospect of a happy
aud useful life to the orphans had been sccured. He expressed
his gratifieation at noticing the progress of Masonry in the pro-
vince, and his convietion that those ab present standing outside
its doors, would present themselves in large numbers, and scelt
for admission to their privileges. He welcomed amongst them
the LW Prov. Grand Master of Essey, and the doubly
Worshipful the Mayor of Ipswich, who lhad also been the
Worshipful Master of his lodge. The R.W. Prov. G.M., then
alluded, in most feeling terms, to the address of condolence with
which the province had presented him on his recent bereave-
ment, and thanked them for that additional proof that, so far as
they might do so, they were willing to bear their brother’s
burdens.

The brethren, numbering about 140, went in procession in
full clothing, but without banners (which were required
for the decoration of the banquetting room at the New Public
Hall{, to attend Divine Service at St. Stephen’s Chureh, the use
of which had been kindly granted for the oecasion by the Incum-
bent. The.prayers were read by the Rev. . Stokes, the Rector,
and the lessons by Bro. the Rev. C, J. Martyn. The newly-
appointed Provineial Grand Chaplain, Bro. the Rev. T. J.
Brereton preached the private sermon, taking for his text,
Isainh xxxxvil, v, 16, The musical services were under the
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direction of Bro. A, J. Barber, the P.G.0., who presided at the
organ.

i\. collection was made at the close of the sacred service. The
procession was then reformed, and returned to the lodge-room.

Votes of thanks were then passed to the reverend gentleman
who had kindly allowed the use of his church.

Ten guineas were voted each to the Masonic Boys’ and Girls’
Schools, and £5 each to the Aged Men’s and Women’s Institu-
tions.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was then closed in due form,
and about 150 of the brethren adjourned to the New Public
Hall, where a splendid bancuet was served by Bro. George
Spalding, purveyor to the Masonic Lodges, the wines being
served by Bro. H. Tidbury, and where, under the presidency of
Right Worshipful the P.G.M., harmony and good feeling per-
vailed.

The proceedings of the banquet were very much enlivened by
a selection of vocal music,beautifully sung,under the direction of
Bro. Montem Smith, by Bros. G. T. Carter, Montem Smith, and
Chaplain Henry.

Grace having been sung by the choir,

The R.W. Chairman proposed * The health of the Queen,”
gad, according to ancient custom, coupled with it *The

Sraft.”?

The Provincial Grand Master, next gave a toast, the import-
ance of which, he said, they could not exaggerate, that of Bro.
His Reyal Highness the Prince of Wales, and the rest of the
Royal Family. He lad one special point to bring forward in
regard to this toast, and it was this—that af that very moment,
or in a few moments, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
would he presented as Worshipful Master elect to a lodge to
which he (the Chairman) belonged, and where he was invited to
meet him, an invitation which he was compelled to decline on
account of having higher duties to perform. When His Royal
Highuess first joined, he ventured to prophesy that ho would
become a working Mason, and that prophecy had been fulfilled.
They could not pay the son higher honours than they paid to
the Quecn, and therefore they could not give him the Masonic
honours with which they would drink his health at a later period
of the evening,

The Provincial Grand Master said, the next combined toast
would be acceptable to the whole of the Masonic body. The first
was that of “ The Grand Master of Eugland, the Marquis of
Ripon,” who," since bis health was last drunk in the Hall, had
achicved another rank in the peerage by bringing into operation
the practical working merits of the Craft, and bringing
together those, who, from suspicious enemies, had, he hoped,
become fast friends,—their brethren on the other side of the
Atlantie, in lodge and out of lodge. The next branch of the
toast was the veteran of the Craft, who, for so many years
organised and managed the whole business of the Inglish
establishment, ¢ The Karl of Zetland.” With this part of the
would be joined, as one of the Past Grand Masters of
Lngland, *“His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,” and
they would now give the toast with ihe honours of the Craft.

The Deputy Provincial Grand Master, the Rev. B, I. Lock-
wood, next proposed, what he deemed to be the toast of the
evening, “The health of their Right Worshipful and well-
beloved Provineinl Grand Master.” " He said it would be an
impertinence to dwell on the assiduity with which he directed
the affairs of the provinee, but as an instance of it he quoted
the fact that at a time when he might well have been excused
from boing troubled with the affairs of the Craft, he, in answer
to a letter from him, said there was no necessity for an apology
in writing to him, then, as duty must always be attended to.
He proposed “The health of Sir R. A. Shafto Adair, their
Worshipful Provincial Grand Master,” and asked them to drink
it with that respectful silence, more eloquent than the hilarity
that upon other occasions would be suitable,

The toast was drunk with perfect silence,

The Right Worshipful Provineial Grand Master said it was
not in the ordinary sense of the word that he rose to return
thanks now. He would repeat what he said before — how
profoundly he was touched by the sympathy they had shown
him, He kuew it in their hearts, be saw it in their actions, and
he now perceived it in the delicate consideration with which
they had accepted the suggestion of the Ieputy Provincial
Grand Master, Language could not express what he reall
felt; but with regard to doing duty, it must be done ab aj

times and in all places, and it brought with it its own reward.
It was that sense of having done their duty that when
calamity fell upon them, enabled them to feel that while their
path of duty remained on earth, the eternal heavens, in spite
of the shadow, were left bright and brilliant above. With
regard to the province he had little to say. It knew its duty
and did it. He hoped they might have many meetings of that
kind, and that they might go on incremsing in skill and
knowledge, though lie did not desire, and he did not expect to
find more able officers than he had around him, and he did
not expect to find brethren more ready to put a favourable
interpretation on his actions, Among the proud daysin his
memory, this day would be one of the proudest, when he
remembered that they who had been desirous to show the
honours that were given by gratulations, had curbed that
desire when they thought such curbing would be more desirable
to him whom it wes their object to bonour.

The Chairman next proposed the health of the offlcer
of Grand Lodge, who, fortunately, was with them when he
(the P.G.M.) was obliged to be absent, who had a contin-
ual every-day interest in the craft, which he showed on all
occasions, who was, in fact, the right hand and the eye, so to
speak, of the Prov.G.}M., aud he could ouly say thatif he (the
P.G.M.) were able to be present more, he (the Deputy G.M.)
would work mno less, but even more, if it were required.
He found him the able interpreter of the wishes of the brethren,
and he found him so able in his office, that he did not, perhaps,
work as hard as he otherwise should.

The D.Prov. G.}M. suid he would not detain them long in re-
sponding, though he was duly sensible of the way in which their
G.M. spoke of him. Solong as he had the honour to fill his
present oflice, he would endeavour o discharge his daties so as
to be acceptable to himself and beneficial to the Province. He
thanked the Prov. G.M. for his kindness on this and on all ocea-
sions, and assured them that if he should in any way or at any
time advance the interests of Masonry in the Province, it would
be at once his duty and bis pride.

The Prov. G.1L, in proposing the next toast, said he was happy
to know that they had two past members of the Grand Lodge
of England present, They had the P.G.M. of Fssex, their
Lonoured guest, and they had the Grand Chaplain of XEngland,
who ab their last meeting did good service, and who at the
next meeting would do so also, because he was happy to inform
the Prov. G. Lodge that he had offered them his hospitality next
year. He (bhe P.G.}M.) offered to visit that Lodge, and some-
what pressed it on him, and the Grand Chaplain received the
proposal most hospitably. He begged to propose * The Deputy
Grand Master of England, the Earl of Carnarvon, and the
Officers of the Grand Lodge.”

R. W. Bro, Bagshawe, Prov. G.M. of Lssex, congratulated the
Lodge on its perfection, and said he seldom had witnessed gny-
thing that gave him move pleasure than what he had seen that
day. He was not a member of Grand Lodge, but still he fels
it an bonour to be coupled with the toast. Brother Martyn was
an immediate past officer, avd he deserved a much higher posi-
tion in Masonry than he now held. With respect to their
W. Prov. G.M. he hoped they might see him more in Grand
Lodge than hitherto, though he had no doubt his absence was
caused by great duties elsewhere. He hoped the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Suflolk would continue to be a “happy fumily,”
and he conld hut wish that the beaatiful principle expressed in
their sermon that day might be fully carried out in Masonry.
It was a pride to him to know that this day was hallowed by
so noble a discourse. e concluded by hoping a stroug bond
of union would always exist hetween the two provinces,

Bro, C. J. Martyn, P.Gi. Chaplain, also responded, and said with
regard to to the Deputy G.M. of Ingland, e was one of whom
all Masons might be proud, and with regard to the Past Grand
Officers they were a very excellent body of men; and whether
they were past oflicers or present, they were at all times most -
happy to give any assistance to the Craft. Ile thanked them
for the cordial way they Lad received him, because to a certain
extent he had heen a stranger for many years. Now that he
had come back to Suffolk, he hoped there would be no Prov. G.
Lodge without his being present, He was W.M. now in Stour
Valley Lodge, and if they came and visited them, they would
leave no stone unturned to give a most hearty welcome to the
Prov. G. Lodge. And as they were at Sudbury so very near Essex,
he hoped the Prov. G.M. of Essex would come amougst them
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again, and contribute towards making the happy family of whom
ke had spoken.

The Prov. G.M. next gave « The Provincial Grand Officers, past
aud present,” and regretted that the P.G.C. and P.S.G.W,
had been obliged to retive. He also at the same time gave the
P.G.C. and Clergy of the Province.

Bro. the Rev. F. Palmer, P. Prov, G.C., Oxfordshire, and Bro.
the Rev. — Shaboe, P.G.C., responded to this toast, and the
latter strongly urged on the members the claims of the Masonic
Life Boat,

The R.W. Prov. G.3. proposed * The Brethiren visiting their
Lodge,” and coupled with it the Mayor of Ipswich and pros-
perity to the Borough.” : .

The Mayor of Ipswich, Brother G. Sampson, said that he re-
gretted that he appeared amongst them as a visiting brother
only, He had forgotten all Masonry’s technicalities, but be
had not forgotten its noble principles, « Brotherly love, relief,
and truth.”’ When he saw that the Prov. G.M., through his bene-
ficence and benevolence, united all classes and creeds wnder his
banner as Masons, ke could not but express a hope that the
Great Architect of the Universe might guard and protect them
all their lives. With regard to the town of Ipswich there
were few provincial towns “ going ahead ”’ more in & mercantile
poin$ of view, and he hoped and believed it would continue to
do so, He regretted that he could nob give them the Council
Chamber to dine in, but promised that on another oecasion, if
he was Mayor, though he scarcely thought he should be, they
should bave it,

The Prov. G.M. next proposed «The Masonic Charities,” by
which it was that they gave palpable evidence to the world at
large, who were not Masons, of the strong effort they made to
carry out their principles.

Bro. the Rev. C. J. Martyn, in returning thanks for this
toast, seid it was one of the greatest Masonic toasts that
would come hefore the meeting. e regretted that Bro. Binckes
the excellent Secretary of the Boys’ School, was not present to
acknowledge the toast, and to point in glowing colours, as he
always did, the needs, necessities, and usefulness, of these
Charities, and hie also regretted that the contributions from
Suffolk were not so large as they ought to be. At the meeting
in London, in January, there was something like between
£3,000 to £4,000 given to the Masonic Benevolent Institution ;
in May, £5,000 was given for the Boys’ School, and when His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales took the chair at the
meeting of the Girls’ School, from £5,000 to £6,000 was sub-
scribed. These were noble sums, but he could not think they
fitly represented the vast wealth of the Masonic body, and he
hoped to see them increased. He thanked them for the sums
they had that day voted, and remarked that very lately two or
three boys from Suffolk had been elected into the Boys’ School,
the daughter of a Suffollk Mason had been clected into the
Girls’ School, ané a few months ago a widow had heen elected
to the Masonic Benevolent Institution. 1t therefore behoved
them tfo give to the best of their abilities.

Bro. the Rev. — Shaboe also responded.

The other toasts were «The Worshipful Masters of the Pro-
vinee,” responded to by Bros. P. Cornell, the Rev. R. N. San-
derson, (. 8. Golding, and Newson Garrett; “The Provineial
Grand Secretary,”’ responded to by Bro. W. H. Lucia; «The
Managing Committee,” * The Ladies,” and ‘The Tyler’s
Toast,” and the proceedings were then brought to a close.

Brother Emra Holmes, P.G.A.D.C. acted as Toast Master.

The musical arraugements were beyond all praise, and the
P.G.M. especially thanked Bro. Barber, P.G.0., for his exertions
in sccuring the assistance of such able voealists as Bro. Mon.
tem Smith and party. The singing was of a very high order,
and was warmly applauded. Several encores were given and
cordially responded to Ly the voealists.

SURRFY.

SuTTON.—Lovne Lodge (No. 134).—The bretiren of this lodge
Leld the regular manthly meeting at the Railway Hotel, on Mon-
day, July 3rd. There were present Bros. C.W.D, Dommett, W.M ;
Magnus Ohren, LP.M. and Sec.; J. Robins, P.M., Treas, ; H.
E. Praneis, D, C.; W.J, Sugg, 1.G.; R. H. Evans, P.M.; N,
E. Jennings, P.M.; Davis, Campbell, Wilson, Pollard, Wright,
and Williams. The visitors were M. O. Rucher, Ionic Ladge;
H. Webb, P.AL 72, and Jobn Rodds, 890 The Lodge was

opened and the minutes read and confirmed. Bros. Pollard,
Wright, aud Campbell were raised. Bro. W. V. Wilson was
pussed, and Bro. W.;C. Holmes was ballotted for as a can-
didate for initiation, but wus not present, The Treasurer then
reported as to the Knancial position of the lodge which proved
satisfactory. It was proposed by Bro. Wm. Sugg, S.W. that in
consideration of the valuable services rendered to this lodge by
Bro. Magnus Ohren, P.M., as Secretary for several years, for
the great interest be has shown in the prosperity of the lodge
since his connexion therewith, and that having passed through
the chair with eredit to himself, and to the satisfaction of the
brethren, and having again accepted the office of secretary ; that
he be presented withja Secretary’s jewel to the value of five guineas
as a mark of respect from the members of this Lodge, 1t was
also proposed by Bro. Capt. R, H. Evans, P.M,, that in con-
sideration of the valuable services rendered to this Lodge by
Bro. James Robins, P.M, in his capacity of Treasurer of the Lodge,
and the very able and perfect manner in which he has carried
out those duties; that be be presented with a Treasurer’s jewel
to the value of five guineas, as a mark of respect from the
members of this Lodge. Both propositions were carried.
There being no further business the lodge was closed.

SCOTLAND.

PEEBLES AND SELKIRK.
ProviNciAL GRAND CONCLAVE.

On Friday, the 30th ult., the Provincial Grand Master, Bro
Heury Inglis, of Torsonce, opened o Provineial Grand Lodge at
Peebles, in the Lodge Room of Peebles Kilwinning No. 24.
The Provineial Grand Master arrived by the 12,12 train from
Edinburgh, accompanied by the following brethren {from the
Grand Lodge of Scotland:—Bros. W, Officer, S.G.D.; A,
Hay, G. Jeweller; Mackenzie, C.G.M. ; H, Lewis, G. Steward,
and W. M. Bryce, G. Tyler.

The officers of Provincial Grand Lodge present were :—Bros.
A. Thompson, Prov. G.8.W.; Dr. J. Middleton, Prov. G.J.W.;
R. Sanderson, Prov. (.S.; and the Rev. J. Walker Channel
Xirk, A. Prov. G. Chaplain.  The Rey. Bro. Murray, of Eddle-
ston, Chaplain of the Rifie Lodge, Edinburgh, and other brethren
from a distance, also took part in the proceedings.

'The Rosewell Instrumental Band had been engaged for the
occasion, and played the party to the Tontine Hotel, wlere the
brethren clothed themselves, and afterwards to the Lodge Room
in the Northgate, where the Lodge was duly opened in the
First Degree. After a few vemarks from the Provincial Grand
Master, Bro. R. W. M. Donaldson, of Peebles Kilwinning, ex-
pressed his pleasure at secing the large turn-out of brethren on
such an oceasion—he stated that the affairs of the lodge over
which be bad the honour to preside, were at present in a pros-
perous state. They had £100 in the bank, and property valued
at £500. On bebalf of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, Bro.
Officer stated that Jast year no less 120 lodges had been added
to the roll; and that for the last twelve years the average
number of members initiated had been about 4,000 a year.

The Provincial Grand Master made a few remarks, expressing
his great pleasure at hearing such statements, and thanked the
brethven and deputations for their presence. Go where he would
in all the provinee, he always received a hearty welcome, and
he begged again, as he had done elsewhere, and in other lodges,
to assure the brethren that he would ever be ready to visit
them, and meet with them.

"The lodge was then closed, and the main procession of the
day was formed by the Chief Grand Marshall,

The following deputations took their places :—

Dalkeith, St. John’s,j No. 8, headed, by the R.W.M,, Bro,
Chisholm,

Stow, St. John's, No. 216, headed by the R.W.M., Bro. Hogg-

Galashiels, St. Joun’s, No 262, headed by the R.W.M., Bro.
Nisbet,.

Penicnik, St. Kentigre , No. 429, headed by the R.W.M. Bro.
Allen, along with a good turnout of the Peubles brethren.

The procession took its course, headed by the band and two

ipers, through the principal streets, and round the Old Cross in
the guadrangle of the Cbambers Institute, and refurned to
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the Tontine Hall, where between sixty and seventy dined, and
spent the remainder of the day in the usual way of toasts,
songs, speeches, &c., till the time arrived when the lodge was
closed.

‘The Edinburgh brethren and deputations were escorted fo
the train by the band and the Peebles brethren,

AYRSHIRE,
MasoNI¢ FUNERAL LoDGE.—IN MEORY OF THE LATE
Bro. Jony STEVEN.

On Wednesday evening, the 2lst ult.,, the brethren of St.
John’s Lodge, No. 22, held a funeral lodge in their lodge-room,
George Hotel, in memory of the late Bro. John Steven, P.M.
and Deputy Master of the Provineial Grand Lodge of Ayrshire.
There was a large attendance, including deputations from the
other lodges in the district. R.W.M. Bro. Thomas Brown oc-
cupied the chair, supported by Bros. John Mackay, P.M. ; Hugh
Reid, S.M.; Macintosh, 3; Shaw, R.W.M. St. Marnock’s, 109 ;
Turnbull, R,W.DM. St. Andrews, 126 ; D. Park, R.W.M. Steven-
ston Thistle, &e. Bro. Dixon presided at the harmonium, and
played the “ Dead March in Saul,” while the brethren were
assembling. Bro. Nelson officiated as Chaplain. After the
usual preliminary services,

R.W.M. Bro. Thomas Brown rose and ‘said :—Brethyren, I
come now to the more immediate Dbusiness of the evening, and
I could bave wished that one more qualified than I am bad been
appointed to discharge the duty which I have undertaken ; but
however many my shortcomings may be, T know that I shall
possess brotherly indulgence whilst I endeavour to speak of the
worth of our Intely-deceased brother, who was for so many
years the very backbone and mainspring amongst us in observ-
ing and conducting the peculiar rites of our order; and whilst
pleading my inability to discharge the duties which I have
willingly undertaken, no one, I am sure, has more feeling of
respect and love for the memory of him who has been wrenched,
from us in the prime of manhood and the very hour of his
grentest usefulness. His varied talents, his generous brotherly
nature, his gentlemanly bearing, his love of truth, his manly,
straightforward actions, render the task more difficult to speak
of him as his memory deserves; but, brethren, it teaches me
to observe that there is also a sanctity surrounding bis tomb
which makes silence eloquent, and I ask myself the question
in the language of the poet,—

How strong at heart and sound in head,
With what divine affections bold,

Should be the man whose thought would hold
One hour’s communion with the dead ?

Called early to & learned and honourable profession, he soon
gave ample evidence that a well-regulated and properly-balanced
mind bad been trained to discharge the duties incumbent upon
it. His legal acumen, his strong sense of right and
wrong, chalked out the course which he invariably took—
that of espousing the cause of right and justice; and whilst he
wrought earnestly for his client, be it mentioned with Lonour
that he never prosecuted a case with the desire of persecuting
those in opposition to Ins settled convictions, nor did he make
make the arena of his profession ignoble by any mode of chi-
canery or deception, Mis want of engrossing worldliness made
him alike the friend of rich and poor, and foreed upon us the
fact of his disinterested nature be able to look at humanity in
its every form and feature as his special care; and whilst adopt-
ing this liberal view of matters, he became respected as the
staunch friend of all who had the pleasure of coming into
contact with him, so far as ever I have heard or known, He
has Jeft behind bim a profound respect for his memory on the
part of his professional brethren, and the kindly words which
have been spoken of him by them are only, so to spealk, the
index of his title to their esteem and remembrance, I caunot;
brethren, enter into the happinessand comfort which surrounded
his domestic affairs ; the privacy which it is our duty to observe
in kindliness towards his widow and friends precludes we from
drawing the veil to intrude them upon your notice; but I know
you will pardon me when I say that it was a happy home, in
which the mutnal reciprocations of affection were exchanged.
And how deeply shonld we sympathise with her whose Jite has
now been so sadly beclouded in having lost for ever the lighht of
ber home and the joy of ler heart. And yet, such islife. When
in the heyday of prosperity we think no change is near, and

may be arranging schemes fraught with considerations of future
benefit to ourselves and those whom we love, the cold, silent
finger of death is pointed at us, and shortly we are claimed as
its victim. So sudden has the transition been in this case, that
we cannot realise it ; we can scarcely trust ourselves to look at
his empty chair, bereaved of him as we are to-night. It is not
immediately when the silver cord is loosed or the bowl broken
at the cistern that we feel all we have lost, but we will feel in
after years, when his prudence and sagacity would have guided
and directed us, and might have piloted us through many a
quicksand and difficuity, that his presecce would have done us
inculculable benefit, thut his absence will be deplored by all
and we will then feel the void in our hearts at missing him
whose mind and voice wonld have been raised in the very
essence of justice to plead our cause had it been virtuous. How
much in an hour of social intercourse shall we miss him. His
manly form, his ringing laugh, his more than gentlemaniy for-
bearance, are gifts which can never be exercised by him here
again. His word which could at once reconcile what might
seem differences between friends could at once allay the impend-
ing storm. We all remember how he could step into the breach
and with well-chosen words extend the hand of friendship to
both, and whatever discord or fiery elements may have been
indulged in, they were momentarily forgiven. The Craft have
in him as a master suffered an irreparable loss. His perseverance,
his indefatigable ardour, which at once pointed him out as a
man able to adorn and ocenpy the highest positions held in our
order, are matters which can never be realised; and although
it has been gratifying to all our feclings that he in his lifetime
held them, how mueh more does it swell our grief that he has
gone and left us ahmost sorrowing as those that have no hope.
Whilst pleading for respeet to the memory of his virtues, let us
never forget that all men are lifeless who are faultless, Let
the sympathetic tear bathe tle grassy sward that haps him, and
let that charity which thinks no evil draw gertly down the
curtain over his thougltless follies. Nor shall we tarnish his
memory by withhelding the praise which his virtue demands.
Let our own human nature plead in his behalf. Tet us mark
in the man whatever was noble and upright, knowing well that
perfection can never be attained in time, and whatever breakers
may have dashed over him let us keep them in view so that we
may ward against them and derive instroetion from any weak-
ness; and to you brethren of our own Lodge, let us remember
that weare here to educate our hearts, as he did, by deeds of
love and to be the instruments of blessing to our fellow-men,
Our own days may be nearly spent, and there is an “infinite
voice,” in the misery of human nature, calling for our assistance.
Leb us bestir oursclves for love’s suke now, and let us from this
lesson we have experienced in the déath of our beloved Brother
learn that unless we labour earnestly it will soon be too late.

Dark lodge, by which once more we stand,

Here in the short and gloomy street,

Lodge where our hearts were used to beat

So quickly waiting for his hand,

We weep a loss forever new

£.void which heart on heart reposed,

And when warm hands have pressed and closed,

Rilence till we be silent too.

The lodge was afterwards closed in due form.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

SURREY.
Provinerar Grayxp Lopnes.

On tha 24th June,the Harcourt Encampment was held at the
Masonic Hall, Chertsey, under the command of the Eminent Sir
Knight,W. C. Smith, and had the honour to receive the Prov. G.
Conclave, when the nsual business was proceeded with, and the
following appointments made by Very Eminent Sir Knight
George Harcourt, M.D., the Grand Commander of the Province,

“viz:—Sir Knights W. Blenkin, D. Prov. G.C.; E. S. Willes,
3

Prov, G. Prior.; W, G. Smith, Prov. G. Preiate; J. Dyer, Prov.
G. First Capt.; R. W, Williams, Prov. G. Second Capt,; W. ¥,
Harricon, Prov. G. Chancellor; R. Farran, Prov. (. Registrar;



36

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR. Juy 1, 1871,

George Harrison, Prov. G. Dir. Cers.; T. Tyer, Prov. G.
Almoner; G. F. Smith, Prov. (. Espert; and J. Boor, Prov. G.
Standard Bearer.

Sir Knight John Dyer, E.C,, Temple Cressing, was unani-
mously elected Prov. G Treasurer, and T. Vesper, P.E.C. Mount
Calvary, Prov. G. Equerry.

The meeting was favoured with the presence and kind assist-
ance of The Kmineut Sir Knights Sir Pafrick MeColquhoun,
Grand Chancellor, and W, Tinkler, G.V.C. of England.

After the collection of alms, the Provincial Grand Conclave,
as also the Harcourt Eucampment, were closed with the usual
solemnitics, and the numerous assemblage adjourned to the
banquet room at the Red Lion Hotel, where an excellent repast
was provided, after which the usual loyal toasts were proposed
and responded to, concluding with that of “ All poor and dis-
tressed Knights Temwplar,

LANCASHIRE,
PROVINCIAL GRAND COXCLATVE.

The annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Conclave was
holden at Freemasons’ Hall, Cooper Street, Manchester, under
the auspices of the Jerusalem Encampment, on Thursday, the
29¢th ult., at one o’clock.

The Jerusalem Encampment was opened in form and with
prayer ab twelve o’clock, and n candidate installed into the
Order, by the Eminent Commander, Sir Knight R. M. D. Smith,
assisted by Sir Knight Wright, Very Eminent Deputy Provineial
Grand Commander,

The Provincial Grand Officers having been summoned, they
entered the Conclave, and were received under a arch of steel,
being marshalled by Sir Knights Teverdale, Croxton, and
Broadbury, Directors of Cermonies, and took their seats accord-
ing to their respective rank.

The Very Eminent Provineial Grand Commander, Sir
Knight A. H. Royds opened the Provincial Grand Conclave in
ample form.

The Roll of Provincial Grand Officers was ecalled over, and
letters of apology received from absent Sir Knights, who were
unavoidably prevented from attending.

The Treasurer’s account for the past year, having been
verified by Sir Knights Chadwick and Smith, were passed and
allowed.

Sir Knight James Arthur Birch was re-elected Treasuver;
and Frater William Dawson re-elected Equerry, and they
along with the newly appointed officers were invested in the
following order:—

Sir Knights W. Birch, .
R Smith,... ... ...
» i Rev. F. Radley, ...

H. Figgins, .., ...

W. H. Pratt,

Prov. G. Prior.
Prov. (. Sub Prior.
Prov. G. Prelate.
Prov. (3, Sub Prelate,
Prov. (. 1st Captain.

» »

s s H. Hall, ... ... .. DProv. G 2nd Captain,

» 5 G. P. Brockbank, ... Prov. G, Chancellor.

. » . H. Winder, .., ... Prov.G. Vice-Chancellor.
. » John Chadwick,... Prov. G. Registrar.

. " Bradbury, ... Prov. G. Chamberlain,

5 ” J. Watson, jun, Prov. G. Hospitaller.

. ” W. Ashworth, ... ... Prov.G. Dir. of Cers.

. ,, M. H. Houkins, Prov. (. Asst. Dir, of Cers.
2 » J. W, Forbes, ... ... Prov. G.Supt. of Works.
» 3 Jelm Fletcher, ... Prov. G. Almoner.

0 3 W, Morriss, ... ... Prov. (. Warden of Reg.
» . C. H. Bayley, ... ... Prov. G.1st Expert,

. » F. R, Williams,... ... Prov. (t. 2nd Expert.

5 ” John Weeker, ... Prov. G. 1st. S. Beaver.

. ’ Jobtm Holyroyd, ... Prov. (1. 2nd, S, Bearer,
' o W. G. Decley. Prov.(t. 1st Aide-de-Camp
»» » Harry Creake, woo Prov.3.2nd Aide-de-Camp
» » W. Mayne, .., Prov.G. 1st Capt. of Lines
. » G. Hardman, .., ... Prov.G,2ud Captof Lines
” . John Cryer, ... ... Prov. & lst. Herald.

” . T. Hollingsworth, ... Prov. G. 2nd Herald

3 " H. Goodwin, ... Prov. . Organist.

» , John Barker ., ... Prov. G. Sword Bearer,

5 " Richard Ingham, Prov. G. Banuer Bearer

The Committee of General Purposes was then appointed.

The Almoners collected the offerings of the Knights. And
the sum of £5 was voted from the funds in aid of a Sir Knight.

The next meeting of the Provincial Grand Conclave, was

fixed to be held at Rochdale, under the auspices of the Albert
Encampment,

A code of bye-laws for the vegulation of the affairs of the
Province was considered and agreed to, subject to a few verbal
corrections.

The Provincial Grand Chancellor’s report on the condition of
the Order in the Province was next read and received.

The Provincial Grand Commander presenfed a new seb of
books to the Eminent Commander of the Jerusalem Encamp-
ment, and received the best thanks of the members.

The Provincial Grand Conusander presented Sir Inight W.
H. Wright with o beautifully illuminated patent of office on
his appointment to the office of Provincial Grand Deputy Com-
mander for Lancashire, and complimented him upon the able
and efficient manner in which he had filled that office since his
nomination thercto.

Several of the Grand Officers of England were present;
amongst the number we may name the respected Vice-Chan-
cellor of the Order, Sir Knight W, Tinkler.

The Provincial Conclave was closed at four o’clock, when the
Provincial Grand Officers retired, and the Jerusalem Encamp-
ment was forthwith closed.

Banquet was celebrated at the conclusion of business at Free-
masons’ Hall, under the presidency of Siv Knight A. H. Royds,
Prov. G. Clommander. The customary toasts were proposed
and responded.

THE MARK DEGREE IN ENGLAND.

‘We intend to give in detail a report of the proceedings
at a Conference of Delegates from the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, the Grand Chapter of Scotland, the Grand
Chapter of Ireland, and the Grand Lodge of Mark Mas-
ter Masons of England, &c., on the subject of the posi-
tion of the Mark Degree in England, held at the Library
of Freemasons’ Hall, London, on Monday, April 3rd,
1871, There were present Bro. Earl Percy, M.P., (Prov.
Grand Warden Grand Craft Lodge of England, and
Dep. Grand Mark Master), in the Chair; Bros. William
Hay and Andrew Kerr, representing the Grand Lodge
of Scotland ; Bros. L. Mackersy, G.S.E. ; William Mann,
G.S.N,, and Thomas Entwistle, Prov. G. Mark Master of
Lancashire, S.C., representing the Grand Chapter of
Scotland ; Bros. the Rev. G. R. Portal, M.W.G. M., and
Frederick Binckes, G. Sec., representing the Grand
Lodge of Mark Masters Masons of England.

Che proceedings were opened by Bro. F. Binckes, who
said : As the official of the Grand Liodge through whose
representations this Conference has been brought about,
acting under the instructions of the M.WW. Bro. Rev. G.
R. Portal, its head, I have had, during the past few years,
various interviews with the bodies more or less concerned
with the interests of the Mark Degree, succeeding at
length in obtaining consent to a Conference of represen-
tatives of all the Supreme Jurisdictions in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by whom the
Mark Degree was in any shape or to any extent recog-
nised. It was made a sine quo nown by certain of the
consenting bodies that brethren should be invited to the
Confercnce representing Masonic jurisdictions by whom
the Mark Degree was not worked, for the purposes of
informing themselves on the points under discussion,
holding, as it were, a watching brief, and taking no
active part in the deliberations. After some considera-
ble correspondence with a view to elicit the feelings and
views of the various brethren interested, this day the
3rd of April, was fixed as a suitable one on which the
Conference should be held; and I am pleased to find
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that we are here assembled. Whatever may be the
“objects of representatives from other bodies present in
this Conference, I will at the outset state that the prin-
ciple motive of our Grand Master and of myself was the
bringing about an understanding with the governing
bodies in Ireland and Scotland, by which our English
Mark Grand Lodge should be recognised as the Conser-
vabor of the Mark Degree in this country. I am not
prepared to concur in the description given of the posi-
tion of the Mark Degree in this country, though doubt-
less that position may be rendered more satisfactory
than it is at present. Next to the Grand Liodge and
Grand Cbapter, we are numerically the strongest Ma-
sonic Body 1n England, though confessedly unrecognised
in the ordinary acceptation of the term. To provide a
remedy for the existing state of things, by a fusion of
the present conflicting interests, and by establishing a
mutual recognition of the various bodies exercising
jurisdiction over the Mark Degree in their respective
districts, this Conference has been arranged. It is very
true that although we see here representatives from the
Grand Lodge of Scotland and the Grand Chapter of Scot-
land, we have to deplore the absence of any direct repre-
sentative of either the Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter
of England, or of the Grand Chapter of Ireland, to which
bodies invitations have been sent, and hoth of which
had intimated their intention of being represented. I
have, however, to putin a letter from the M.W.G.M. of
the United Grand Lodge of England, couched in the
kindest and most fraternal terms, and another from the
Dep. G. Master of Ireland, setting forth fully his views
on the questions submitted, and stating that he had
written to a brother of eminence, Col. Frauncis Burdett,
the representative of the G.L. of Ireland at the United
Grand Lodge of England, requesting him to attend on his
behalf. How it was that brother was not present I cannot
say, but I will read both letters that they may be entered
on the minutes of this meeting. It will be seen that we
have faithfully carried out the engagements entered into
by us on the part of the Grand Mark Lodge of England.
It is not for me now to make any further observations,
whatever it may be by-and-bye. I only wish to have
recorded in an authentic shape what preliminary steps
have been taken to produce this Conference, and I think
I bave stated everything that is necessary for the pur-
pose.

1.—Copy of Lelter from VW, Brother John Hervey, G. Sec.
United Grand Lodge of England.

Freemasons’ Hall, London, W.C,,
16th December, 1870.
Dear Sir and Brother,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th
ult.,, which T have laid before the Earl de Grey and Ripon, the
Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Craft, and Tirst Principal
of the Royal Arch Degrees, and am commanded by him to say
that as the Mark Degree is not acknowledged either by the
Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter of Lugland, representatives
{rom those Bodies could not properly take paré in any Con-
ference relative to that Degree.

His Lordship further commands me to acknowledge with
thanks, the courtesy which has prompted the Grand Mark
Master Mason to make the above proposal, and while he must
decline to accept it, yet he cannot forgeb that all the Brethren
composing the Mark Degree are necessarily Master Masons,
and as such they will at all times have his Dest wishes.

I am, Dear Sir and Brother,
Yours fraternally,
Jonx HERVEY.
Bro, F. Binckes, Secretary,
Grand Mark Lodge.

2.—Copy of letter from R. W. Bro. Robert William
Shekleton, Dep. Grand Master of Ireland to Bro. F.
Binckes, G. S. Grand Lodge of Mark Masters, &c.

311, Leeson Strest, Dublin,
March 27th 1871.
Dear Sir and Brother,

I deferred a reply to your letter to the latest moment,
until I was in a position to state whether I could be present at
the proposed conference on the 3rd prox. I regret to say that I
find it will not be in my power to leave Dublin at that time, as
some heavy private matters have come upon me unexpectedly,
which must be arranged before my professional work begins
again on the 13th April. I therefore think it better to state
my views on the several points referred to in your letter of the
18th inst, in their order, ab the same time premising that they
are merely my own views, and that I cannot undertake that they
would be endorsed by our Grand Royal Arch Chapter. I may
ab the outseb state that when I brought forward the question as
to deputing anyone to represent our Grand Chapter, I was
indnced g0 do so on the information, contained in your letters,
that the Grand Chapter of Scotland had arranged to be repre-
sented. 1 have since Jearned that such arragement was conditional
on our sending a representative, As to your Ist query: In Ire-
land the Mark Degree is worked exclusively under the control
of the Grand Chapter. No separate warrants are issued to hold
Mark Lodges ; but Royal Arch Chapters are, by virtue of their
Royal Arch Warrrnts alone,empowered to work the Maik Degree,
There are separate certificates, if desired, for the Mark Degree,
as it can be conferred on a Master Mason at any time after he has
obtained that Dogree, whereas he must have been registered in
G. L. books as a Master for six months before he can get the
R. A, Degree. Al the Supreme Governing Bodies in Ireland—
G.L., Grand R.A. Chapter, Grand Conclave, Grand Chapter of
Prince Masons,and Supreme Council of the 33rd,work in unison,
and recognise each other ; and if any Degree purporting to be
Masonic were worked by any Craft Mason, except it was one
belonging to the rccognised bodies, G. Lodge would at onece
suspend or expel the offending Brethren. In England G. Lodge
only recognises G. Chapter, and hence arises the great difficulty,
as we are on amicable relations fwith both: these grand bodies.
According to our system we cannot understand why there should
be a G.M. Masters’ Lodge at all, I admib it is most essential
there should be a supreme governing body; but I cannotsee why
the Mark Degree should not be worked under the control of the
G. Chepter as with us, I think the first step that should be
taken is to get your G. Lodge in England to adopt a similar rule
as ours, and recognise the other governing bodies. Until that
is done, and that the Grand Mark Lodge is recognised, I cannot
say that either G. L. or G. Chapter here will recognise your
Grand Mark Lodge, or exceed what has been the rule hitherto—
that is, to adrwit as visitors or for affililation Brethren helding
your certificates. The difference is very slight, and perhaps
when the report of the proceedings at the Conference is submitted
to Grard Chapter, it will go the full length of recognising the
G. Mark Lodge fully. As to No. 2: As to carrying out sentences,
&e., that will entirely depend on whether G. Chapter will recog-
nise the G. Mark Lodge as the Governing Body. ~ As to No. 3
Under our system, Royal Arch Warrants must be attached to a
Craft Lodge, and the Mark Degree can only be confirmed under
a Royal Arch Warrant. Without a total change of our system
we could not issue Mark Warrants separately, nor' would we
attach the Degree to Craft Lodges, except as worked under R.A,
Warrants. Iam advocating a change of the rule requiring R.A.
Warrants to be attached unmerically to Craft Lodges, and a
difficulty would thus arise if Mark Warrants were issued
separately. To what body should they be attatched? To the
Craft Lodge or R. A. Chapter? I think to the Chapter. As to
No. 4: I dor’t think G. C. could either send or receive a repre-
sentative, With us we never receive a representative of any
Degree exeept that of the particular governing body. All our
Degrees, up to the 33rd, are looked upon as snceessive steps, and
your G. Lodge might with equal reason ask our Supreme
Council of the 33rd to interchange representatives, as for our G.
Chapter to accept a representative of an inforior Degree as the
Mark is with us, I mean, of course, inferior in Masonic status.
Another great difficulty with us is, that it is believed from the
accounts in various Masonic publications that it is intended to
work degress under the Mark: Warrant which are either superior
to it according to our system, or not recognised as Masonic by
us, and that has caused great distrust. I write a few lines to
Bro. Burdett by this post, asking him to be present, but I wish
distinetly to let you understand that he has no power to bind G,
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Chapter in any way* Nothing can be binding until confirmed
by Grand Chapter, 1 have asked him to read this letter, which
please show him,
Yours very fraternally,
Ros. W. SHEKLETON, 33rd.

Bro. Mackerey; On behalf of the deputation from the
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, I think it right
at the outset to explain the position we hold in connection
with Mark Maszonry in England. The object we have
very earnestly in view in this Conference is to endeavour
if possible to bring about a uniformity of working
between the three countries. You are all aware that
Scoland and Ireland are almostidentical in their working,
but unfortunately in England there are certain differ-
ences which are most inconvenient in the other countries,
as regards English Brethren visiting chapters in them.
For instance, in Scotland and Ireland we have certain
Degrees which occupy a position between the Degrees of
Master Mason and the Royal Arch ; but in England the
Royal Arch Degree immediately follows the Master
Mason’s. So that when any English Royal Arch Mason
comes down to Scotland, though we have the most
extreme desire to receive him with the greatest cordiality,
we are compelled from the difference in our constitution
to say to him that he must remain outside duringa
portion of the time we are at work in Lodge, and that
we cannot admit him until the Royal Arch Chapter is
opened. If an Irish, Canadian, or American Royal Arch
Companion comes to visit our Chapters, he isat once
admitted, and can be present during the whole ceremony,
but an English Companion must be excluded during a
great parb of ib. This is nob only very disagreeable to
us, but it must I should think be much more so to our
English Brethren, who from no fault of their own, but
from their being admitted to the Craft under a system
which differs from that of every other country where the
English language is spoken, have not the full benefits
which our order is inetnded to confer. But whatever
effect the Euglish system may have abroad, it is very
important that in countries so closely connected as
England, Scotland, and Ireland there should not be
any difference in working; and if the result of this Con-
ference should be to establish uniformity, either by the
Grand Lodge of England taking up certain points which
we intend to urge upon them, and recognising the Mark
Degree, or by our recognising an independent governing
body, with jurisdiction over those Degrees which
the Grand Lodge and Chapter of England do nos
recognise, I am sure that the Conference held this day will
not be without effect. So much for preliminary obser-
vations ; and will now proceed to explain very shortly the
position which the Grand Chapter of Scotland holds with
reference to the Mark Degree in England; and in doing
so I think it right to say ab the outset, that our present
Office Bearers have nothing to do with what has been
called the invasion of the English territory by the Grand
Chapter of Scotland, It all happened before our day,
and we succeeded to an inheritance bequeathed to us.
That was done by our predecessors, whether wisely or
not I do not say; but so the fact stands. A Conference
of this kind should be exhaustive and embrace every
subject of controversy among the different Grand Bodies,
and for this purpose I think it right the members should
thoroughly understand the position of matters from the
commencement, Now, to begin at the beginning, in the
year, I think, 1856, a Charter was granted by a sub-
ordinate Chapter, working in Aberdeen, called the Bon
Accord Chapter, holding Charter from the Grand Chapter
of Scotland, and which, in virtue of that Charter, was
bound to work the Mark Master's Degree, as the first
Degree of a series, tu some English Brethren who had
been down there and taken the Degree. They probably
were struck with the beauty of the Mark Degree, and
thought it would be a very excellent thing if it conld be
brought to England, where as at the present moment, it

is not recognised by the Grand Lodge or Grand Chap-
ter. They made application to this subordinate Chapter
in Aberdeen for a Charter to a Lodge, to be called the
Bon Accord, and the Chapter in Aberdeen, without con-
sulting the Grand Chapter of Scotland, took upon itself
to issue a Charter to the English Brethren to work the
Mark Master’s Degree in London, Now, I need scarcely
say, speaking to members of the constituted authorities
of both countries, that this was a step which no
Supreme Body would tolerate in any subordinate.
The Chapter which granted the warrant, and the Office
Bearers who were present, and had taken part in that
proceeding, were immediately suspended, but unfortu-
nately, the mischief was done, and although atterapts
were made to get hack the Charter, which had been so
granted, it was found that it was gone beyoud recall.
All that the Grand Chapter of Scotlsnd conld do was to
mark its sense of the impropriety which had been com-
mitted, by suspending the Chapter and its Office
Bearers. The Charter so obtained was acted upon, and
the Degree was worked under it in England ; in conse-
quence of this, certain Brethren there, who knew some-
thing of the Mark Degree and prized it, made a strong
representation to the Grand Chapter of Scotland, setting
forth the extreme illegality of the step taken by the Bon
Accord Chapter, and the unfortunate results which were
flowing from it in England by the admission of Brethren
to the Mark Master’s Degree in a Lodge so illegally con-
stituted, and asking the Grand Chapter to give them a
legitimate warrant, authorising the Brethren to work
this Degree in England. I am not going to offer my
opinion whether this was a prudent step on the parl, of
the Grand Chapter of Scotland or not; but I dare say
you will all admit that on account of the extreme irregu-
larity which had been committed, there was, certainly,
a strong temptation ab least to try to put matters right
as far as they could, by anthorising a legal body to work
a Degree in England, the recognised authorities of which
country refused to acknowledge it. In consequence of
this, warrants were granted to England, and for a year
or two this went on; but then the English Brethren
started this Grand Lodge of Mark Masters subsequent
to the issning of the warrants by the Grand Chapter of
Scotland. Now, there is just one point on which I am
not exactly prepared to speak—I mean with regard to
what took place at the formation of this Grand Lodge of
Mark Masters of England. Bro. Binckes, I think, in
bis Memorandum which was submitted to us, does not
dispute the fact that this Bon Accord Lodge, the Char-
ter of which was, as I have just explained, so illegally
obtained, was a party to it; but I think he maintains
that it was only in connection with some time-immemo-
rial Lodges. At that time, I think, Bro. Binckes was
not a member of the Degree, but be that as it may, this
Grand Lodge of Mark Masters started up, and confessedly
the leading body connected with it was the Bon Accord
Lodge, constituted in the manner I have now described.
Well, so far, matters have gone on ever since. The two
Jjurisdictions have existed in England—this Grand Lodge
of Mark Masters, which 1 am bound to say is now a
powerful organisation, containing a large number of
Lodges. Those from Scotland not so numerous, bus
still working. Before proceeding further in what I
have to say as to the Mark Degree in England, I must
here direct your attention to certain circumstances which
took place in Scotland, and to an arrangement which
wes entered into between Grand Chapter and Grand
Lodge of Scotland. For a long time certain old
operative Lodges in Scotland had been in the practice of
working the Mark Degree, but in what we call the
Speculative Lodges, the Degree had never been worked ;
therefore, the number of Lodges in Scotland working it
was not very great. So few were they, excent the
Operative Lodges, and so little was genevally kuown of
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the existence of the Mark as a Craft Degree, that in the
City of Glasgow an Operative Lodge in the year 1860
had conferred it under the St. John’s Charter, and this
coming to the knowledge of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Glasgow, which apparently knew nothing about the
Mark Degree, it was considered that this was a complete
irregularity, as Lodges working St. John’s Masonry
were, under the Scotch Constitution, only entitled to
confer three Degrees—the Entered Apprentice, the
Fellow Craft, and Master Mason—and the Lodge was in
consequence suspended by the Provincial Grand Lodge.
The Lodge appealed sgainst that sentence to the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, and the ground of their appeal was a
very bold one, as many thought at that time. It was
this—they admitted they had worked the Degree, but
they said : “ Wo have worked nothing more than we
were entitled to do as a part of Ancient Masonry, and
have mnot introduced a mnew Degree; because the
Mark Degree is not a new Degree, 1t is the completing
part of the Second Degree.” This came before the
Grand Lodge, the Lodge produced all its evidence, and
the result was that the Grand Lodge was compelled to
admit that the Mark Degree, as practised by them, was
in point of fact a part of the Fellow Craft Degree, and
As, however, the Grandwas not a separate Degree at all.
Lodge had never recognised the working of the Degree
as a part of the Fellow Craft Degree, or as a separate
Degree, and as the Grand Chapter of Scotland consider-
ing it necessary for the instruction of its Candidates to
have it, had assumed the management of it in Scotland,
and as those of yon who are acquainted with the Scotch
Royal Arch Degree will know the connection there is
between it and the Mark Degree, it became apparent
from the decision in the Glasgow case that there were
two jurisdictions in Scotland claiming to superintend the
Mark Degree, and that it was necessary some arrange-
ment should be entered into between them.

MASONIC FESTIVITIES.

HERTFORDSHIRE.

GREAT BERKEANPSTED.— Berkhampsted Lodge (No. 504).—
On Wednesday, the 5th inst., the members of this lodge held
their Summer Festival Meeting, and as usual there was a goodly
number of members, and a still larger number of invited guests.
The members present were: Bros. Wm. Wilson, Prov. G. Dir.
of Cers.,, W.M.; A.E.Olney, P. Prov. G. Purst,, 83W.; J. H.
Adams, P. Prov. G.S.B., J.W.; W. H. Rowe, P. Prov. G. Sup.
of Works,, 8.D.; Wm. Hendry, J.D.; John E. Lane, P. Prov.
G.P., Treas,; W. B. Heath, P. Prov. GSW,, P.M.; James
Burton, P. Prov. G.S.W., PM.; W.J. Adams, P. Prov. G.8S.D,,
P.M.; R. A. Wright, P. Prov. G. 8.D.,, P.M.; H. Balderson,

W, H. Hobson, Thos. Woodman, junr., Daniel C. Fisher, A, -

Allan, W.Abbott, B. Peart, A, Greenaway, J. T. Rowe, H. Hunt,
W. C. Maddener, J.J. Hatton, H.T. Lowe, Thos. Laxton, P.
T. Breary, P.G. Steward ; and W. Breary. The visifors were:
Bros. Edw. Baxter, Past G. Steward, P.M. No. 8; Wm. Smith,
C.E., P.GS., P.M. 33, &c.; Dr. T. S. Barringer, P. Prov.
G.S.W., P.M. 504 &c.; John Dale, P.M. 11 ; C. W. Price, P.M.
96; E. Sillifant, P.M. 217 ; G. A, Taylor, P.M. 217; Thomas
Price, P.M. 186; Dr. Tripe, P.M. 912 ; Thos. Moring, P.M. 9;
Partridge, 198 ; Martin, 198 ; Thos. Lawrence, 22; Howland. 157;
Rugg, 857;Olrick, 84; 1. T. Bass, 948 ; Ring,19; Knox, 860;
Salmon, 173 ; Simmons, 902; Crowse 272 ; and T. Winterflood,
H. Marsh, . Sell, W. S. Woad, and 'T. W. Field, 1321. Arrange-
ments by the indefatigable W.M., Bro, Wilson, had been made
with the London and North Western Railway for the issue of
reburn tickets at single fare from several stations; and the
brethren assembled at the Berkhampsted Station on the arrival
of the 10.10 o'clock train from Euston; after the visitors
had been introduced to the Worshipful Master, the numer-
ous four-lorse brakes were freighted, and all being in
order, the cortege started towards 'Iring. On arriving
at a stiff hill on the outskirts of Tring Park, the whole
party dismounted from the carriages and ascended the bill, from

which a splendid view was obtained of the surrounding counties,
and after a stroll over the farm, the preserves, and a portion of
the magnificent park of the late M. Williams, the W.M. invited
the brethren to partake of luncheon, which had been laid out in
excellent style, in a delightful place, in an avenue of trees on an
eminence commanding one of the most extensive and beautiful
views obtainable in the conntry of Hertford; then, after ample
Justice had Leen done to the excellent luncheon provided by the
lodge, the prominent places of interest in the surrounding
counties of Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Middle-
sex, &c., were pointed out to the visitors by the W.M. and
the local brethrem; the brethren then continued their ramble
through the park and grounds until they reached the
village of Tring, where the several carriages awaited them,
From theunce across canal, reilway, high road, and by-road
through the pretty village of Aldbury, towards Hoddesden, the
parby proceeded at a spanking pace to Ashridge Park, the
beautiful seat of Eurl Brownlow, where they halted at the
Monument, erected to the memory of Francis, third Earl of
Bridgwater, most famous amongst the many great benefactois
of his county, as the great promoter of systematic inland canal
construction in England, and the originator of the great system
of inland navigation, known as the Duke of Bridgewater’s
canals and docks. The monument is a hollow column, having an
internal spiral staircase, by which a gallery at the summit is
reached, and from whence a magnificent view of the surrounding
country is obtained, and Ashridge Castle, or mansion, situated
at a distance of about a mile and a half, is scen at the opposite
end of the continuous broad green avenue by which the monu-
ment and the mansion are connected, as it were, by a beautiful
green velvet-pile carpet. The carringes were then again got
into motion, the post-boys plying the thong, the * ridges ” were
traversed, and the whole of the pointsof interest around the
Park were visited, and by way of variety the company were
treated to a forced halt under a row of tall trees, during a heavy
thunderstorm and refreshing shower of rain. The mansion
and gardens were passed, aud the party then, having a drive of
some eight miles before them, were speedily carried onward
o’er hill and dale, back to Great Berkhampstead, to proceed
with the business of the Lodge, all present having spent a very
delightful day. (The proceeds st the Lodge and subsequent ban-
quet will be given next week, being unavoidably crowded cut
of our present issue,)

Olituary,

BRO. THOMAS BENDY.

‘We regret to announce the death of the above men-
tioned Brother, who died at his residence, Grotto Hotel,
T'wickenbam, Middlesex, on the 27th of July.

He was initiated in the Strawberry Hill Lodge, No.
946, on the 8th of January, 1863, he was passed and
raised in due course, and was exalted in the Royal
Arch Chapter, attached to that Lodge, on the 30th of
November, 1865, both the ILodges and Chapters
are held at the Grotto Tavern, Twickenham.
He joined the Cresent Lodge, No. 783, on the
28th of May, 1867 ; he served all the offices np to S.W.,
and was unanimously eclected Worshipful Master,
and was to have been installed on the day he died. He
served as Steward to the Boys’ School in 1869, and was
a very energetic Mason, and highly esteemed by all who
knew him, for his kind disposition, thorough geniality,
and for many acts of benevolence.

His funeral took place on Friday, the 30th of June, ab
New Twickenham Cemetery ; and was attended by a
large number of friends and brethren from London, and
other parts, among whom were Bros. Henry Beard
W. Smeed, P.M.; Stedwell, P.M. and Treas, 946; W.
Platk, P.M. Sec.; Thomas McIllwham, P.M.; W. Kip-
ling, J.W.; Garner, Seeking, and J. B. Jacklin, all of
946, and Bros. Gurney, W.M., and several others ot the
Lodge 781 ; also Comps. A. J. Codner, Henry Sharman,
and J. A. Winsland, of Chapter 946.
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LIST OF LODGE MEETINGS &, FOR WEEK
ENDING JULY 15tu, 1871.

METROPOLITAN LODGES AND CHAWTERS.
Tuesday, July 11th.

Lopnges.— Wellington, White Swan Tavern, Deptford ; Stanhope,

Thicket Hotel, Anerly, Surrey.
Wednesday, July 12th.

Committee Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution at 3.

Lopees.—Lily of Richmond, Greybound, Richmond, Surrey ;
Macdonald, Head Quarters 1st Surrey Volunteer Corps.
Brunswick Road, Camberwell; Beacontree, Private Rooms,
Leytonstone; Hervey, Brittannia Hotel ; St. John of Wapping,
Gun Tavern, High Street, Wapping.

Thursday, July 15th.

Quarterly General Court Girls’ Schoeol, at Freemasons’ Hall,
at 12,

Lopces.—Upton, Spotted Dog Tavern, Upton, Essex ; Finsbury
Park. Finsbury Park Tavern, Seven Sisters Road, Holloway;
Emblematic, Tulse Hill Hotel, Tulse Hill.—— CHAPTER.—
Yarborough, Greon Dragon, Stepney.

Saturday, July 15th.

Audit Committee Boys’ School.

LopEes.—Lewis, Nightingale Tavern, Wood Green; Sphinx,
Stirling Castle, Church Street, Camberwell.

METROPOLITAN LODGES AND CHAPTERS OF
INSTRUCTION.

In consequence of o nuiber of Lodges and Chaplers of
TLustruction in the jollowdng . List which do not meet during
the summer, we shall wcat weel discontinue its pudlication
¢ill the ve-commencement of the scason. We shall, however,
give the announcement of those Lodges and Chapters of
Instruction wlich continwe to meet during the swmmer on
vecelving authoritative tutimation thereof.

Aondey, July 10th.

LoneEes.—Temple, Old George, St. Mary Axe,E.C.; Justice, Royal
Albert, New Cross-rd, Deptlord; St. James’s Union, Swan Tav.,
Mount-st., Grosvenor-sq. ; Industry, Dick’s Coffee House,
Tleet-st. ; Crystal Palace, City Arms Tav., West-sq., South-
wark; High Cross, White Hact Ho., Tottenham ; Eastern Star,
Royal Ho,, Burdeti-rd,, Mile-end-vd. ; Camden, Adelaide Tav.,
Haverstock Hill; Dritish Oak, Bank of Friendship Tavern,
Bancroft Place, Mile End, I.; Tower Hamlets’ Engincers,
Duke of Clarence, Commercial Road, E.; Union Waterloo,
King's Arms, Woolwiceh; Old Concord, Turk’s Head, Moteomb

Street, Belgrave Squnare; Sincerity, Railway Tavern,
Fenchurch  Street; Wellington, White Swan Tavern,
Deptford.

Tuesday, July 11¢h.

LoDGES.—Faith, Fisher’s Restaurant, Metvop, Dist. Rail,, Victoria
Station; Domatie, Palmerston Arms, Grosvenor-park, Camber-
well; Jordan, Alwyne Castle, Canonbury ; Yarborough, Green
Dragon, Stepney ; Prince Frederick William, Knights of St
Johw’s Tav., St. John’s-wood; Dalhousie, Royal Edward,
Triangle, Hackney; Royal Albert, White Hart, Abchurch-
Iane ; Sidney Lodge, Cambridge Hotel, Upper Norwood
Pythagorean, Prince of Orange, Greenwich; City of
London, Shepherd and Flock Tav., Bell-alley, Moorgate-st.
New Wandsworth, Freemasons’ Ho.,, New Wandsworth;
Ben Jonson Ciub of Instruction, Ben Jonson Tav, Goodman’s
Yard, Minories, 1., at 8.

CriaPTER.— Metropolitan, Price’s Portugal Ho., Fleet-st
Mount Sion, White Hart, Bishopsgate-st.; Robert Burns
Sussex Stores, Upper St. Martin’s Lane.

Wednesday, July 12¢h,

LopeEs.—Confidence, Railway Tav., London-st; United Strength
Buil and Gate, Kentish Town ; Israel, Rising Sun Tav,
Globe Road ; INew Coneord, Rosemary Branch Tav,
Hoxton; St Mark’s, Mawby Arms, Mawby-st, S. Lam
beth; Peckham, Maismore Arms, Park-road, Peckham-Rye
Temperance in the Kast, George the Fourth, Catherine-st.
Poplar; Prosperity, Gladstone Tav,, Bishopsgate-street ;
Royal Union, Bro, Duddy’s, Winsiey-st., Oxford-strect.—
CHAPTER.—St. James's Unien, Swan Tav,, Mount-street.
Girosvenor-square.

Thursday, July 13th
Lopees.—Fidelity, Goat and Compasses, Euston-road; Kent,
Dukeol York, Borough-rd., Southwark; United Mariners, Three
Cranes, Mile-end-rd.; Vitruvian, White Hart, College-st.,
Lambeth; St. George’s, Globe Tav., Royal Hill, Greenwich;
Manchester, Berkeley Arms, John.st., Berkeley-square ; Tran-
quility, SugarLoafTav., Great St. Helen’s, E.C. ; Whittington,
Crown Hotel, 41, High Holborn; Royal Oak, Royal Oak
Tavern, Deptford ; City of London, Shepherd and Flock Tav.,
Bell Alley; St. John’s, Hollybush Tav., Hampstead ; Merchant
Navy, Jamaica Tav., W. India Dock Road, Poplar.
CrapTER.—Joppa, Prospect of Whitby Tav., 57, Wapping-

wall.
Friday, July 4¢h.
LopGEs.—St. Luke’s, Pler Hotel, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea
Temperance, Vietoria Tavern, Victoria-road, Deptford;

Unions (Emulation TLodge of Improvement for M.M.),
F.MLH. ; United Pilgrims, Duke of Edinburgh, Shepherd’s
Lane, Brixton; Westbourne, the Grapes, Duke-st., Manchester
square ; Florence Nightingale, Freemasons’ $uv., Woohwich;
Ranelagh, Royal Sussex Hotel, Broadway, Hammersmith ;
Belgrave, Duke of Wellington, Spring-gardens, Charing-cross
St. James’s, Gregorian Arms, Jamaica-row, Bermondsey;
Dorie, Three Cranes, Mile End-rd. ; Virtorin, Andertons’ Ho.;
Fleet-st.; Hervey, Swan, Wathan-green; Metropolitan,
Price’s Portugal IHo., Fleet-st,; Charter House, Hat and
Feathers Tavern, 27, Goswell-rd. ; Robert Burns, Union Tav-
Alr-street, Regent-st. ; Rose of Denmark, White Hart, Barnes;
Lily, Greyhound, Ho., Richmond ; Stability, Guildhall Tav.,
33, Gresham Street; Royal Standard, Marquess Tavern;
Canonbury ; Burdett Coutts, Approach Tav., Vietoria-park, -
at 7.—~—CHAPTER.—~Domatie, Fisher’s Restaurant, Victoria
Station.
Satwrday, July 15th.

LopGE.—Sphinx, Stirling Castle, Camberwell——CHAPTERS.—
Mount Sinai, Union Tavern, Air-street, Regent-strect;
Dowatie, Horns, Iennington,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

*4* All Communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-
street, Strand, W.C.

W shall be glad to receive from brethren any proceedings of
Masonie meetings, which shall be duly inserted. Communica-
tions should be forwarded so as to reach us as early in the
weel as convenient—not later than Wednesday if possible,
We have to request our correspoadents to be particular in
writing names distinctly.

Our Correspondents, and especially our Foreign Exchanges
are requested to Address in full to

«The Editor of )
The Freemason’s Magazine and Masonic Mirror,
19, Salisbury Street, Strand,
London, W.C.”
Letters and Papers, Address, “Freemasons’ Magazine, London
although mostly reaching us ave liable to miscarringe, and
are invariably delayed in delivery.

Tie Litrie TEsTIMONIAL—We continue to receive communi-
cations on this subject, for whieh it is impossible to find
space.  We have received from a subscriber a cireular
letter, which, heing a third application to him, he thinks is
“ coming it rathertoo strong’” In our opinion it looks
more like an applicationfor an account due, coneluding thus :
“I have nobt yet received a subscription from yow, and I
shall be happy to receiveone at your earliest convenience.”
We agree with our Subscriber that Testimonials lose balf
their value when such a system of touting is pursued to
swell the amount.  They should be the spontancous offer-
ing of those who know and esteem the reeipient, and
not hethe resultof what might properly be deemed 2 system
of extortion, for many thus cauvassed feel unuble to
refuse such repeated applications. Probably the next circular
will be headed, like the ultimate notification of the Rate
Collector,— Last Applicution,” and be couched in phrascology
still more lawyer-like. ‘



