
BRETHREN,—The first number of THE M A-
SONIC EXAMINER is before you. Its title has

been deliberately chosen for the purpose of affording,
in two words, which cannot be mistaken, a complete

as individuals , but with the ignorance, vanity, and

tyranny, of systems. It takes nothing for granted

but what can be demonstrated as true. It will abhor

deceit and double-dealing .
To the good and true brother, however mistaken,

THE MASONIC EXAMINER must be welcome ; but to

" the whited sepulchres " of outward peace, whilst

their souls rankle with injustice, frau d, violence, and

tyranny, it will prove a formidable scourge.
In its columns the student will find benefit, the

charlatan exposure. THE MASONIC EXAMINER will

cherish the former and sift the pretensions of the

latter.
One of the chief designs of THE MASONIC EXA-

MINER is to assert the rights of Pree-Masons against

the innovating spirit which now, unhappily, _ seems
bent on destroying both the Articles and Constitutions
of the Order, and subverting all decency and disci-

pline, for innovations in Free-Masonry are the most
efficacious , as well as the most plausible, way of com-
passing a total abolition of it. Consequently THE

MASONIC EXAMINER , led by contributors of sense,
reason , and reflection , will steadily endeavour to be a

True Conservator of all the ancient rights, privileges,
and immunities , appertaining to brethren of every
grade.key to the object of the publication.

Free-Masonry is either truth or falsehood. It can-
not rank midway between them, but must be enlisted
on the one side or the other. Firmly believing it to
be founded on that imperishable basis, THE MASONIC

EXAMINER is issued to rescue the Truth in Free-
Masonry from ambitious men who would cover the
precious deposit and erect over it a superstructure of
tinsel, gew-gaw, fiction , and- absurdity.

As its title imports, it is a searcher, an inquirer,
whose columns are open to every Masonic Examiner,
no matter what his connection with any rite, body, or
order, may be, so long as he is one who claims the
rights of brotherhood under cosmopolitan Free-
Masonry.

THE MASONIC EXAMINER "has but one aim in
view " ; to seek out the old Truths of Free-Masonry,
and, where they are veiled by the designing arts of
impostors, ruthlessly to tear the mask of falsehood
from the pure principles they would dishonour.

THE MASONIC EXAMINER wages no war with men,

Such as would newly model .f ree-Masonry ougiit
not only to have a new society, but a new reason ,
likewise. Free-Masonry, settled centuries since with

sober and mature jud gment, now requires no new-
fangled experiments , which are generally fatal and
pernicious, and against which,—unless they can show

truth on their side,—THE MASONIC EXAMINER will

be an uncompromising foe.
Free-Masonry is a Royal Society for settling and

practising old principles and not for finding out new,
and THE MASONIC EXAMINER, recognising this object,
in its fullest extent, will endeavour to serve the good
old cause, without change or alteration.

Without preliminary announcement, without dis-
tinguished patronage, but relying on the GREAT

HEAD OF ALL TRUTH, for guidance and support , THE

MASONIC EXAMINER commences its career in a lowly
and humble guise suitable to a searcher after that '

truth it seeks to evolve, for the good of cosmopolitan ;

Free-Masonry.
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/"IT~ HERE'S hi gh jinks in the kitchen, of the craft.
° An ex-militiaman , from Uxbridge, has got in

among the domestics , and half turned their heads.
Even thc demure, stately housekeeper of the esta-
blishment plays second fiddle to the charming youth ,
and he is doing his best to turn the house out of the
windows.

Like all pampered menials, many of whom are
often better off than their masters, this militiaman
that was finds his good, wholesome bread too well
buttere d, and aspires to be parlour company. Plain
food no longer suits his palate, and , unthankful for
the bread we give him , he is turning the knowledge
gained in our service to his own private ends by
carry ing off the scraps and refuse to a deluded set of
followers, who hail him at once as their master-mind.
For his dupes there is pity, for himsel f reprobation
and admonition.

If it was not that this servant may be laying the
foundation of future complications, we might pass over
his puerilities with a smile, and after having seriously
reprimanded him , permit him to resume his domestic
duties. But, as he sets himself up to be greater than
his employers, the matter must be brought to a
definite issue, and every brother is bound to decide
whether the Grand Secretary's Office is to be used as
a place of organisation for the sale of degrees and
rites not contemplated ; by Grand Lodge, as well as
that the matters there transacted should be made the
subject of private pecuniary advantage to the domestic
in question , and a tradesmen who has admitted he
pays him a heavy commission for such information.

To test these matters and expose the nefarious
traffic , notice of motion for Grand Lodge, and Grand
Chapter, lias been given , in the following terms :—

" That whilst this Grand j  £j Jjer 1 recognises

the private ri ght of every j  brother . I t0 belong1 B J \ companion J => .
to any extraneous organisation lie may choose, it as
firml y forbids, — now, and at any future time, —
a11 { companions } ' while enSaSed as salaried officials

under this Grand < Chafter I ' t0 mix tnemselves U P>
—in any way,—with such bodies as The Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite : the Rites of Misraim and
Memphis ; the spurious Orders of Rome and Con-
stantine ; the schismatic bod y styling itself the Mark
Grand Lodge of England ; or any other exterior
organisation whatever (even that of the Order of
Knights Templar, which is, alone, recognised by the
articles of Union), under pain of immediate dismissal
from employment by this Grand i o? , . \ •"

There is no hardshi p in this course. An employee
cannot be serving several distinct , and ,—in some

HIGH LIFE BELOW STAIRS.

[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for  the facts, or opinions,
expressed by any correspondent. He reserves to himself the right of
deciding when any subject shall he discontinued, and of rejecting such
matter as he deems unsuitable to THE MASONIC EXAMINER . Ez-cry
communication must be accompanied by the fu l l  names, masonic rank ,
and address of the writer, not necessarily  for  publication, unless
desired, but as a guarantee of good faith. These Particulars will
always be treated as a confidential trust , close tyled.]

THE NEW BASIS OF THE SUPREME GRAND
COUNCIL OF THE 33°.

To /he Editor of THE MASONIC EXAMINER .
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER :—The S.G.C. of the 33°, sitting

at Golden Square, London , arrogates to itself the right to super-
sede all masonic authority above the Master Mason 's degree in
this country. It totally ignores the rights and privileges of the
"time immemorial " conclaves of Knights Templar, and , in its
published by-laws, places them under its ban .

For such extravagant assumption the S.G.C. of the 33
0 ought

to have an unimpeachable title in the validity of its own Rite.
I propose in this, and some following communications, to in-
vestigate the foundation of its claims. In this letter I shall
confine myself to the questionable authority it pretends to derive
under the alleged Statutes of Frederick the Great , as these have
been recently reprinted , in Latin and English, by thc S.G.C. 33°,
and advanced as the new basis of its pretended powers.

My object will be to show that there is no external evidence ,
whatever, in favour of these Statutes,—said to be dated May 1st,
1786,—but that , on the contrary, they bear upon their face direct
evidence of being a clumsy forgery.

The most obvious and primary doubt that must first strike a
reader perusing these Statutes is the improbability of an astute
monarch , like the King of Prussia , sanctioning certain unknown
mediocrities assuming the power to create Knights, Princes, and
even Sovereigns, for the gain of a few guineas. This, of itself,
is so astounding as to be fatal to a favourable reception of the
precious document. But when we have the most explicit testi-
mony to rebut such an utter absurdity thc doubt must resolve
into a certainty. A glance at these disclaimers must dispel the
illusion ; and the following are cited, from an abundance of
similar declarations, to show how impracticable any such an
occurrence must have been.

Mirabeau , in his Ilistoire dc la Monar chic Priissiemie, states
that Frederick was never, even, Grand Master of the craft.
VIlistoire Secrete de la Com- dc Berlin, (1789), Vol. I., p. 215,
shows that Frederick the Great was imbecile on the 1st of May,
1786,—the day these spurious Statutes are dated ,—and that he
had been gradually in a dying state for five months previous.
The following authorities assert King Frederick was never a
member of the novel grade of " Empire of the East and West,"
while they affirm it was well known that Rite had penetrated as
far as Berlin , soon after its invention in 1758, and though the
king was cognisant of the fact, he altogether disapproved
of the organisation. See this, borne out , in Vassal, Essai
Uistoriqite stir P Institution da, TRit TEcossiiis, (Paris, 1827),

CORRESPONDENCE.

cases,—antagonistic interests at one and the same
time, and therefore, so long as these men eat our
bread , they must be restrained from dabbling in
matters above their position . If they do not like
the service all they have to do is to go about then-
business, the craft can do without them, and then they
will be able to indul ge their plebeian aspirations for
high jinks to any extent they may choose. At pre-
sent they are our servants , and if they value the
service must not attempt to play the masters.



p. 19. Leaning's Encyclopedic. Hermes, (1812), Vol. I.,
p. 296. Chemin Dupontes, Memoire stir liTEcossisme.
Clavel, Ilistoire TPitlorcsoue, p. 206, et passim . Schlosser,
History of the Eighteenth Century. Mitchell, History of Masonryt
p. 116. Albert Pike, M.P. Sov. G. Com. 33° of the Mother
Council of the World , Address to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
1S58, (and it is particularl y noteworth y that Bro. Albert Pike is
the head of the very body wdio first promulgated these Statutes ,
and has, himself, printed and edited them in English, Latin, and
French ,—while it is evident that from his labours the Golden
Square Council have taken their text), and Fol ger 's^

Masonic
History from the f irst to the thirty-third degree, (New York , 1S62).

These, so-called Frederick [Frederick Dalcho?] Statutes were
first heard of at Charlestown in South America after the year
1S02. This, naturall y, induces an inquiry of, What relations had
Frederick the Great with Charlestown that his masonic doings
were only known there ? And , let it be remembered that in most
countries where the Ancient and Accepted Rite is practised , its
derivation may be traced from Charlestown, to which latter place
it was taken in the form of a new Rite of the " Emp ire of the
East and West ," consisting of twenty-live degrees, by Bro .
Stephen Morin , a travelling Jewish merchant. Putting the
foregoing facts together, can any sane man imagine that Frederick
the Great , King of Prussia, employed such an agent , in a
Republic , to create " Soverei gn Princes " ?

If we turn to these Statutes themselves what do they unmis-
takably reveal ? At pages 38 and 39 of thc edition recently put
forth by the Sup. G. Council of the 33

0, in Golden Square, there
arc four signatures and five blanks. At pages 46 and 4.7, the
same signatures and blanks re-appear, but in a different order.
The explanation prop ounded for acceptance of this mysterious
identity of names and blanks, in diversity of position , is 110 more
than the recap itulation of the old tale,—the blanks have been
produced by the attrition of sea-water, and the other perils of
the elements.

Now does it not appear very wonderful that the waves of old
Ocean were so discriminating as to efface the same signatures,
where the blanks exist, and to spare the same names where they
remain , notwithstanding the order in which they stand is, in both
cases, varied ? No conclusion from such premises need be drawn •
the assertion bears its own condemnation.

I have thus far examined one of the claims put forward by the
S.G.C. of the 33° in Golden Square, and as it is a new claim it
shows to what lengths the claimants are now prepared to go.
Other matters of equal interest shall be investigated hereafter.

In this letter I hope I have conclusively shown that one of the
most important documents the Golden Square S.G.C. 33

0 recently
adopts as a basis of power, is untenable, and any body of men
acting on such data FOUNDS ITS 1'OSITION UPON FORGERY AND
VRAUD ; of both of which there is an abundance of further
evidence, which can be adduced, if necessary, by

Fraternally yours,
Manchester, 24th June, 1S71. JOHN YARKER .

TRIANGULATION may be popularl y defined
as the art of scientifically estimating high, or

remote, objects where actual measurement cannot be
resorted to. It is a practice essentially geometrical
and therefore masonic.

As there has lately been a kind of triangular com-
pact between three Masonic Organisations our brethren
will be able, readily, to comprehend the action of this
ill-assorted co-partnership if they will attempt to apply
the principles of Triangulation.

The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,—by the
hands into which its direction has unfortunately
fallen,—cannot, even, be measured by Triangulation. It
presents so many broken surfaces, so much absurdity,
and such an un-masonic spirit, through its principal
wire-puller, that no geometrical ratio of its baseness
can be calculated , and therefore it is beyond the
power of masonic definition.

TR IANGULATION.

WE have received copies of a broadside, headed History of
the Old English or York Site of Free-Masonry. Un-

fortunately its length is a bar to its appearance in these columns
and to submit extracts would be to rob it of its unity and power,
for it is such an exhaustive statement of the case that it ought lo
be read by every brother Free-Mason in its entirety. The same
has been reprinted , with a protest, for Irish Free-Mason s and
the protesting knights have appended to their re-issue a circular
issued by " The Grand Chapter of Prince Masons of Ireland "
in which that body puts forth so many ridiculous claims, based
on the assumptions of the Golden Square S.G.C. 33°, as to
stamp the protest as a manly effusion of good honest sense and
the circular as its counterpart—in nonsense and pretension.

A meeting followed the issue of the circular by the Prince

Mason 's Chap ter and, at that meeting a letter was read from
Captain Nathaniel George Philips in which he spoke of Bro.
Yarker as an expelled Mason. This, however, to say the least
of it, is utterl y incorrect. Brother Yarker is not an
expelled Mason , and it is by no means unlikel y that Bro.
Yarker is in much better masonic standing than Captain Philips
himself. True, Bro. Yarker was expelled from Captain Philips's
Rite because he declined to attend a meeting where a brother
who had personally most grossly insulted him was in the triple
capacity of accuser, summoner, and jud ge, a species of justice
peculiar to, and practised only, in Captain Philips's Rite. Then
this communication went on to promise "to put down " thc
Jerusalem Chapter and kindred bodies, and to prevent Irish
Masons getting degrees in England.

How the Prince Mason 's Chapter could have heard such non-
sense read with patience passes all understanding. Captain
Phili ps has no power " to put anything down." Fie, and his
Rite, are illegal. He is the pretender and his power is nil. Out
of his newl y-acquired Statutes he shall be jud ged, in another
number, and though he may not permit a brother to associate
with his set all the Phili ps's on earth cannot take away the right
of an Englishman, to use any degree he has honestly acquired.

Now mark the action which followed. After the reading of
this wonderful missive, from the would-be controller of masonic
liberties , the Prince Mason's Chapter ordered that its own
circular should be advertised in the ex-militiaman 's periodical !
An authority the said captain has threatened also to put down.
" O, lame and impotent conclusion."

It may be news to some of our readers that in this poor be-
nighted land of England there exists two other Supreme Councils
where the face of that pel il maitre is unknown, and whose
members, far above him in social position , brains, and fortune,
pay just as much regard to his expressions as they would to the
chattering of an organ-grinder 's monkey. So to all who have
taken the degrees under Templary, the York Rite, the English
Council of Rites, or any other masonic organisation , we unhesi-
tatingly counsel , Never mind the Philips' rite, or his threats ;
go on steadil y as you have commenced , and let the petit maitre
whistle down the wind, without raising a bubble in a tea-cup,
just as long as he chooses. Be like the navvy, when his wife
slapped his face, and say " If it pleases him it don 't hurt mc."

[Copies of both the papers alluded to having been p laced al our dis-
posal , f or  circulation , tec shall be happy lo forward them to
any brethren who -will favour its with their addresses on
slcmqml postage covers .—ED. M. E.]

THE YORK RITE.



The schismatic, self-styled, Mark Lodge of England,
commenced in perjury and rebellion , is likewise so
un-masonic as to defy all means of estimation, by any
process whatever.

The Order of Knights Templar, the only body
whose attitude can come under the masonic guage
has been so shamefully bedraggled in the mire, at
the heels of these two other parties, by a Grand
Chancellor who is as crotchety as he is ludicrous,
that Triangulation is not needed to estimate how low
it has fallen, in the opinion of all conscientious
brethren, and therefore we must look for some develop-
ment of the system to render the principle of Trian-
gulation applicable.

Such an one happily recurs to the memory. Bro.
Captain Marryatt wrote some charming novels in one
of which he gave an account of a triangular feat,
which is but poorly parodied in the irresistibly comic
compact these three bodies have put forward.

Captain Marryatt makes two wily fellows engage
his hero,—an unsuspecting person ,—to take part with
them in a triangular duel , and the high contracting
parties to the miserable farce they have tried to pass
off on the masonic world have travestied the scene.
The two irresponsible parties to this compact have,
in the person of the unsuspecting Templar, caught
their "Peter Simple," and after getting him to submit
his weapons, (the rights, privileges, and immunities of
the Order), to their manipulation, it is not very diffi-
cult to see how they will pepper him.

If " the proper study of mankind is man ," then
the recent compact is a problem of masonic triangu-
lation well worthy the study of the brotherhood. In
itself it is not a tithe-part as diverting as the original
" Peter Simple" ; but, as an evidence of how far two
unscrupulous bodies can go in hoodwinking the
senility of a third it is no bad example of the use of
the art of unscientific Triangulation.

To THE PUBLIC PRESS, BOTH ENGLISH AND FOREIGN .— Thc reservation ,
of the rights of reproduction, or translation, which wc clahn for  our
contents, wc desire may be construed in iltc 7nosl liberal manner. If
our coictempoj 'arics can find mailer in our pages which they loonld
transfer to their own, so long as they wilt quote it as extractedfrom
THE MASONIC EX A M I N E R , they are heartily welcome to republish it
and will have our thanks f o r  so doing. Wc promise reciprocity .
Where wc quote wc will always mention our informant by its recog-
nised title. Our reservation of rights extends only to those who would
use our information, and deprive us of thc credit of its publicity, by
inserting such matter -without acknowledgment.

ALL communications intended for publication in the ensuing
month's issue must reach the Editor, Bro. Matthew Cooke'
13, Iiarpur Street , Red Lion Square , London, AV. C, no
later than the 10th day of the current month. The rules under
which such communications will be received are set forth at
the head of the correspondence departm ent , and no deviations
from them can , under any circumstances whatever, be per-
mitted.

No notice will be taken of anonymous communications. A letter
wilhout a signature will not be read. Rejected articles or
letters cannot be returned and all who send papers are advised
to keep copies of them as those nmised will be destroyed. ,

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Nearly Ready. Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.

THE Statutes of the Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
ROYAL ARK—MARINERS. t Together with a brief Historical

sketch of the Order, to the present time. Applications for copies to be
addressed to the Grand Scribe, Bro. jtf. A. Lowenstark, 2, Devereux
Court, Temple, W.C.

Just published ,
T TNDER THE SANCTION OF BRO. LE GENDRE
 ̂ NICHOLAS STARKIE, Prov. G. M., of East Lancashire ; Proofs

One Guinea ; Prints, Half-a-Guinea. An excellent lithographic Portrait of
BRO. WILLIAM ROMAINE CALLENDER , jun., D. Prov. G- M. East Lancashire ,
from a portrait, in Masonic Costume, by Bro. G. E. TUSON, of London and
Manchester, Medallist of tl. e Royal Academy. _ Applications for copies
made to the Editor of the Masonic E.xa?niner will be forwarded. A com-
mission allowed to Tylers, &c.

Best Manchester Suburban Weekly Newspaper, Price One Penny.
Published Everv Sati>-dav Morning.

THE H U L M E  AND "S"T R E T F O  RD EXPRESS.
(Established June, 1868.)

THE only newspaper published in Hulme, population 100,000.
A Neutral High-class Journal , in which thc cause of freedom , religious

and social advancement is strongly supported, unconnected with any party.
Gives prominence to local news and all the general news of the week.
Masonic paragraphs appear in its columns of local importance. Corre-
spondents' letters receive attention; Edited by Bro. J. W. MASON. Office :
Opposite Hulme Town Hall , Strctford Road, Manchester.

TO BRETHREN IN, AND VISITING LONDON.—
J- THE ALBION HOTEL, for Gentlemen, Vernon Place, BIoomsbu ry>

W.C. Newly built , and replete with every accommodation. Central for
¦business or pleasure. Bed and Breakfast , Three Shillings and Sixpence.
W. YOUNG, Proprietor.

n^HE NEW LIBRARY PIANOFORTE, combining a
-*- complete pedestal writing-table, a lever at the end of the key-board to

raise or lower the musical pitch of the instrument at the option of the per-
former. The pedestal forms an admirable preservative tor. bound or unbound
music, or writing materials, &c. Manufactured and Patented by COLLARD
MOUTR1E, 77, Southampton Row, Russell Square, W.C. Selected by
her Majesty's Commissioners ; and exhibited in the International Exhibition ,
South Kensington , 1871.

BROS. A. D. LOEWENSTARK & SONS (Established
1844), WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS, and MEDALLISTS,

and manufacturers of Masonic Jewels, Banners, Clothing, and Furniture for
every Degree. Naval and Military War Medals, Clasps, Bars, and Ribbons
(miniature and regulation sizes). English and Foreign Orders of Knight-
hood and Decorations, i, Devereux Court , Essex Street, Strand, London ,
W.C. Wholesale, Retail, and for Exportation.

READY FOR PRESS,
Price Three Shillings and Sixpence.

AJ OTES ON THE SCIENTIFIC AND RELIGIOUS
J- ' MYSTERIES OF ANTIQUITY ; the Gnosis and Secret Schools
of the Middle Ages, Modern Rosicrucianism; and the various Rites and
Degrees of Free and Accepted Masonry.

Your name as a subscriber is requested by the Author, BRO. JOHN
YARKER, 43, Chorlton Road, Manchester.

London : Printed by RANKEN & Co., Drury House Printing Office , Drury
Court, St. Mary-le-Strand, for Bro. Matthew Cooke ; and published by
him at 13, Harpur Street. Red Lion Square , W.C, in the County of
Middlesex.—Sattirday, July tst, 1871.

We must require that all matter intended for the printer's hands
be written in a legible and clear hand and on one side of the
paper only, for no greater impediment can be thrown in the
way of a compositor than " backed copy." A neglect of these
necessary rules will entail the rejection of all communications
not conforming to the recognised practice.

W.—We have neither space at command , nor inclination, to
insert post-prandial speeches . Your kind offer is, therefore
declined , with thanks.

*..*—Try Barthes and Lowell, in Great Marlborough Street,
or Dulau, Soho Square. Failing in both come to us and you
shall see what you require.

J. F.—Sorry it can't be done. Yon must not expect impossi-
bilities.

AMICUS.—If short and trenchant, send it;  we cannot promise
insertion.


